
eRA Commons, xTrain and 
eSNAP Version 2.23.0.0  
Release Notes 
 

Enhancements 

xTrain Enhancements 

Support KL2s & K12s in xTrain 
 
Previously, xTrain only accepted appointments from T-related grants. As of the August release, 
we have expanded xTrain to support other mechanisms as a critical part of the xTrain TA End-
to-End project. We have added KL2 and K12 type grants to xTrain with the following key 
characteristics: 

1. They are not required to provide prior NSRA support. 

2. They provide only salary information not stipends. 

3. They are considered scholars (rather than working toward a specific degree level); and 
the scholars must have PHD/MD or equivalents. 

4. Although KL2 and K12 appointments have the termination link in xTrain, they should 
not be terminated. 

 

Support T15 in xTrain 
Previously, xTrain did not accept appointments from T15 grants. For the August release we have 
now added T15 type grants to xTrain. These mechanisms are used primarily by NLM. 

 

NCRR Data Load 
The National Center for Research Resources (NCRR) staff has been entering KL2 data from 
progress reports into an NCRR system. In order to allow NCRR to have this data available for 
xTrain, KL2 appointment data will be loaded from the NCRR system into the eRA database to 
prepare for submission of KL2 appointments electronically via xTrain.  
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Adding Budget Period to the Statement of Training Appointment Page  
Previously, on the Statement of Training Appointment screen, the user could not see the budget 
period start and end dates. So, in order to complete an appointment, the user had to either 
remember the budget period or go back and look at them, which was not convenient. To avoid 
this effort, the xTrain system will now display the budget period start and end dates on the 
summary section of the Statement of Training Appointment page.  

 

Budget Start and End Dates Display Wrong Values on Identify Trainee  
Previously, on the Identify Trainee screen, incorrect budget start and end dates were being 
displayed. Instead of displaying the budget start and end dates, the system was displaying the 
project start and end dates. For the August release, changes were made to the system so that the 
correct budget start and end dates, and also the correct project start and end dates, are now being 
properly displayed. 

 
Budget Period Will Now be Displayed on Submit to Agency 
Certification 
The following updated message will be displayed on the xTrain Submit to Agency Certification 
screen: 

I certify that this individual is qualified for this program and is eligible to receive 
financial support for the following budget period: Budget Start Date - Budget End 
Date. A copy of this appointment form will be given to the individual. 

The budget start and end dates will be pulled and utilized from the Appointment form. 

 

Add Budget Period Dates to the New Re-Appointment Dropdown on 
the 2271 Form 
Previously, the 2271 did not display the budget period start and end dates in the Grant or 
Revision Available for Re-Appointment dropdown box. As of the August release, the system will 
now display the budget period start and end dates next to each grant or Revision grant in the re-
appointment dropdown box. This will be for re-appointments only.  

 

Figure 1: Grant or Revision Available for Re-Appointment Dropdown Box 
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Remove the Awaiting Paper Signature Option from TN 
The On Hold by Agency – Awaiting Paper Signature option was removed from the xTrain -
Search for WIP Appointments and Terminations screen if the Termination Status button has 
been checked. If Appointment Status is checked, this option is still visible on the dropdown box.  

The Place on Hold – Awaiting Paper Signature and Release from Hold – Awaiting Paper 
Signature buttons have been removed from the Termination Notice screen. 

The status on the Routing History screen and the Search Appointments and Terminations screen, 
has been updated from On Hold by Agency – Awaiting Paper Signature to On Hold by Agency 
for terminations.  

 

New Link 
A link was added on the My Grants screen that indicates the Activity Codes currently supported 
in xTrain. 
 

Recovery Act Enhancements 

ARRA - Ability to Extend Projects and Revisions Separately 
The Status Search Results screen previously allowed for extension of the Grant but did not allow 
extension of the Revision. It previously displayed separate records for a Grant and its Revision.  

The extension of the Revision is now accessible from the same Status Search Results screen for 
ARRA Grants only. The system now displays the Extension link next to the Revision record. The 
parent grant project end date will not be effected. 

 

ARRA - Modify the FSR Process so that the ARRA T-3 FSR Can Be 
Separately Submitted 

The Financial Status Report (FSR) Search Results screen displays financial status reports 
available to the Institution. The FSR query builder was originally designed in such a way that the 
Revisions were not included in the search results. 

As of the August release, the Search Results screen now includes ARRA funded Revisions in the 
FSR search results so that user can submit them separately from the main grant. This action will 
not affect the main grant in any way. 

 

JIT - Human Subject Education Section Was Changed from Text Box 
to Upload PDF 
Previously, the Human Subject Education information was entered and submitted as free text 
from the Just-in-Time (JIT) on-screen text box. This has now been changed to allow users to 
submit a PDF file instead. The existing framework Document Service will be used for uploading 

NIH eRA System eRA Commons August Release Notes 3 
August 21, 2009 



and submitting the document. Only PDF document types will be allowed and the Human Subject 
Education section will now function the same way as the other upload mechanisms on the JIT 
screen. 

 

Figure 2: Just In Time Human Subject Education Information Screen 
 

 

Maintenance Enhancements 

Commons Demo - Seed xTrain Data and Other Changes to Demo to 
Support xTrain System 
Previously, users were only able to create Signing Official (SO) and Principal Investigator (PI) 
accounts in the Commons Demo site, and assign Financial Status Report (FSR) and Internet 
Assisted Review (IAR) roles to the user accounts.  

Now, as part of the August release, two new Demo account role types have been added to the 
Commons Demo system: Business Official (BO) and Trainee. xTrain data was seeded into the 
Demo system to allow Demo users to work with Trainee demo accounts. The following images 
show the new fields associated with this Commons Demo system enhancement. 
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Figure 3: Create New Demo Account – Account Information Screen 
 

Commons - System should display 'Out of Compliance' Flag in 
Publications 
Previously, Commons did not display an Out-of-Compliance (OC) flag for each publication that 
came from the National Library of Medicine (NLM). As of the August release, Commons will 
now display the OC flag for each publication that comes from NLM.  

A new data column was added to the Personal Profile Publication screen and to the eSNAP 
Upload Science screen. This flag will also be printed in the Publications section of the eSNAP 
Report. 
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Figure 4: eSNAP Upload Science Publications Out of Compliance Flag Screen 
 

 
Figure 5: eSNAP Out of Compliance Flag Screen 
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Figure 6: List of Publications – Compliancy Column Screen 
 

Commons Demo – Help Text 
On the Create a New Demo Account screen, the Help text has been updated to read as follows: 

 NIH Commons Training/Demo Facility provides anyone the ability to create a 
sample institution, accounts, and applications/grants allowing you to better 
understand the NIH Commons without affecting any production data. All 
functionality of the NIH Commons is available with the exception of Internet 
Assisted Review and X-Train, which will become available in Demo/Training 
Facility later in 2003. 

Through the Demo/Training Facility, you can create a sample institution and 
accounts by filling out the form provided below.  By default, a Signing Official 
(SO) is created and a number of applications/grants are assigned to that 
institution.  If you choose to create a Principal Investigator (PI) account, many of 
those grants will be assigned to that specific PI account. Once your institution is 
created and initial accounts are assigned, the Demo/Training Facility version of 
NIH Commons will work exactly like the production version of Commons, but 
modify only sample data. Therefore, it will be possible to create new accounts, 
submit an eSNAP or FSR, review application/grant Status and even affiliate other 
sample users to your sample institution. 
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Commons List of Publications – Help Text 
On the Commons List of Publications screen, the Help text has been updated to read as follows: 

All of your peer-reviewed journal papers that are accepted for publication as of 
4/7/08 and supported by NIH awards active in FY2008 and beyond must include 
evidence of compliance <http://publicaccess.nih.gov/citation_methods.htm> with 
the NIH Public Access Policy <http://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm>.  

Click <https://commons.era.nih.gov/commons/publicaccess/login.jsp> to upload 
manuscripts via NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) System or associate 
papers with your award. You will be automatically logged into the NIHMS with 
your NIH eRA Commons user ID, and your manuscripts will appear below.  

If an NIHMSID is listed as invalid, more than three months have passed since the 
paper was published. The manuscript and its associated award will not be in 
compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy until submission is complete and a 
PMCID is available.  

You can manually enter additional publications at any time by clicking Add New 
Publication. These additions will only be added to your profile, and you are 
responsible for including a PMCID or other evidence of compliance. 

 

eSNAP Enhancements 

508 Compliance 
Prior to the August release, not all screens and aspects of the eSNAP module were operating 
according to the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. These standards make 
products accessible to people with disabilities, including those with vision, hearing, and mobility 
impairments. For the August release, virtually all Section 508 Compliance changes that were 
made to the system were eSNAP related. All eSNAP pages except the Inclusion Enrollment 
pages were remedied to accommodate 508 Compliance requirements.
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Fixes 
xTrain Fixes 

Change Instruction for Updating NIH Support 
Incorrect instructions were being displayed in the Prior NRSA Support section of the Statement 
of Training Appointment screen for the Trainee 

Resolution 
For the August release the instructions for the Prior Support section of the Statement of Training 
Appointment screen for the Trainee were updated to say: Please go to the Admin tab, Account 
tab, and then click on the Verify NIH Support submenu. 

 

Incorrect Sort Order for Revision Grants on Grant Summary Page  
The sorting order for Revision grants on the Trainee Roster screen was fixed for the June 2009 
release, but the Grant Summary screen needed to be made in synch with the Trainee Roster 
screen. The sorting order should be such that grants with the latest revision comes up first as on 
the trainee roster screen (e.g., if there is a main grant and revisions S1, S2, the order of sorting 
should be S2, S1 and then the main grant). 

Resolution 
This sorting and displaying of information has now been corrected such that if there is a main 
grant with revisions, the listings on both the Grant Summary screen and the Trainee Roster 
screen will now list the most recent revision followed by any previous revisions, and then the 
main grant will be listed last. 

 
Figure 7: Grant Summary Screen – Revisions Incorrectly Sorted 
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xTrain Appointment Overlapping Validation Issue 
Previously, the system would check for the original appointment end date when it validated 
overlapping appointments and an error would be generated while executing a re-appointment. 

 

Figure 8: Statement of Training Appointment Error 
 
As of the August release the system will check for the latest appointment end date if the original 
appointment has been modified. 

 

Figure 9: Training Appointment Amendment End Date 
 

Resolution 
The system code was modified to look for and pull the latest appointment end date if the original 
appointment was modified.  

 

eSNAP Fixes 

Edit Business – Org Info – SO and AO Selections Not Saved by Save 
and Complete 
Previous to this August release within eSNAP, when a user clicked Save & Complete after 
selecting the Signing Official (SO) and made a change to the Principal Investigator block, the 
change to the Principal Investigator block would be saved but the SO and/or Administrative 
Official (AO) selections were not saved. This occurred even though the AO information was 
automatically populated when SO was selected. When a user edited the email address or entered 
months and clicked Save & Complete, the SO and AO selections were not saved.   

Resolution 
Now, when edits to the email address are made or the month is entered, the SO and AO 
selections are maintained. 
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Figure 10: Edit Business – Organization Information Screen 
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