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Vision

• Database for

• Evidence for protocols
• Published
• Unpublished
• Research network studies

• caBIG compatible access to data

• Analysis of evidence
• Biospecimen protocols





The “ice cube tray”

















Next Steps for the Database

• Expand information with: 

• Data from existing studies that focus directly on the 
effects of preanalytical variables on biospecimens

• Results from Biospecimen Research Network studies

• Procedures for clinical laboratory testing relevant to 
research on genetic changes in cancer

• Other potential sources of data (e.g., unpublished data)
• Perform Meta-analysis of data:

• To inform development and prioritization of Biospecimen 
Research Network laboratory studies

• To inform development of evidence-based Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs)

• Add protocols to the database



Issues for discussion

• Research network contributions

• Detail data
• Use of caBIG compatible software

• Protocols

• Web 2.0 mechanisms
• Wiki, Forums,…
• Open community input
• Minimal oversight

• Or more controlled access
• To concise analysis of evidence
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NCI Wants Your Input

• To identify key scientific papers and protocols (published and unpublished)

• Please contact OBBR for further information and to volunteer to help us 
make this database a vital tool for Biospecimen Science

• Telephone: 301-496-2741
• Web: www.biospecimens.cancer.gov
• Email: biospecimens@mail.nih.gov

• Your chance to make this a useful tool


