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SUBJECT: CHANGES TO WEAR OF THE ARMY COMBAT UNIFORM (ACU) ITEMS

1. REFERENCE: ARMY DIRECTIVE 2011-11 (CHANGES TO WEAR OF THE ARMY COMBAT
UNIFORM (ACU) ITEMS) DATED 13 JUNE 2011.

2. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO ANNOUNCE THE RELEASE OF THE CHANGES TO
THE WEAR OF THE ARMY COMBAT UNIFORM (ACU) ITEMS DIRECTIVE, SIGNED BY THE
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

3. EFFECTIVE 14 JUNE 2011, THE ACU PATROL CAP IS THE PRIMARY HEADGEAR FOR
ALL SOLDIERS AS THE DUTY UNIFORM HEADGEAR. COMMANDERS RETAIN THE AUTHORITY
TO PRESCRIBE THE BERET FOR SPECIAL EVENTS SUCH AS PARADES OR CHANGES OF
COMMAND OR RESPONSIBILITY. THE BLACK BERET WILL BE RETAINED AND WORN WITH
THE DRESS UNIFORMS. SOLDIERS WHO ARE AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE GREEN, TAN OR
MAROON BERET, WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO IN ACCORDANCE WITH AR 670-1.

4. EFFECTIVE 14 JUNE 2011, SOLDIERS MAY SEW ON THE U.S. ARMY TAPE, NAME
TAPE, AND RANK INSIGNIA AS AN OPTION AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE.

5. SOLDIERS MAY SEW ON ALL AUTHORIZED SKILL AND IDENTIFICATION BADGES AT
THEIR OWN EXPENSE AS SUPPLIES BECOME AVAILABLE. INITIAL STOCKS ARE
ANTICIPATED IN 8 TO 10 WEEKS FROM THE DATE OF THE DIRECTIVE. SKILL AND
IDENTIFICATION BADGES MUST BE SEWN ON OR PINNED ON; SOLDIERS ARE NOT
AUTHORIZED TO MIX SEW-ON WITH PIN-ON BADGES ONCE THEY ARE AVAILABLE.

6. THE FOLLOWING IDENTIFICATION BADGES ARE AUTHORIZED FOR WEAR ON THE ACU
UNIFORM. FOR CLARITY, ONLY IDENTIFICATION BADGE DESCRIPTIONS FOR THOSE
AUTHORIZED WEAR ON THE ACU ARE LISTED. , REFER TO AR 670-1 FOR ALL OTHER
IDENTIFICATION BADGES:

A. THE GUARD, TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER IDENTIFICATION BADGE IS WORN ON
THE RIGHT SIDE. THIS BADGE IS AUTHORIZED AS A NON-SUBDUED METAL BADGE, A
SUBDUED METAL BADGE AND AN EMBROIDERED CLOTH BADGE. THE SUBDUED CLOTH BADGE
HAS BLACK DETAILS AND LETTERS EMBROIDERED ON A UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN
CLOTH. WHEN WORN, THE CLOTH BADGE WILL BE CENTERED ON THE RIGHT BREAST



POCKET BETWEEN THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET FLAP AND THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET,
AS MEASURED FROM THE INSIGNIA, NOT THE CLOTH BACKING. PERSONNEL WILL WEAR
THE SUBDUED BADGE WITH THE BACKGROUND MATERIAL INTACT.

B. THE DRILL SERGEANT IDENTIFICATION BADGE IS WORN ON THE RIGHT SIDE. THIS
BADGE IS AUTHORIZED AS A NON-SUBDUED METAL BADGE, A SUBDUED METAL BADGE AND
AN EMBROIDERED CLOTH BADGE. THE SUBDUED CLOTH BADGE HAS BLACK DETAILS AND
LETTERS EMBROIDERED ON A UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN CLOTH. THE SUBDUED
BADGE IS WORN ON ACU UNIFORMS AND ACU FIELD JACKETS, WITH THE BADGE CENTERED
ON THE RIGHT BREAST POCKET BETWEEN THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET FLAP AND THE
BOTTOM OF THE POCKET, AS MEASURED FROM THE INSIGNIA, NOT THE CLOTH BACKING.
PERSONNEL WILL WEAR THE SUBDUED BADGE WITH THE BACKGROUND MATERIAL INTACT.
WHEN PERSONNEL WEAR THE SUBDUED DRILL SERGEANT AND CAREER COUNSELOR BADGES
ON UTILITY UNIFORMS, THE DRILL SERGEANT BADGE IS WORN TO THE RIGHT OF THE
CAREER COUNSELOR BADGE. OFFICERS WHO WERE AWARDED THE DRILL SERGEANT BADGE
AS A PERMANENT AWARD WHILE IN AN ENLISTED STATUS ARE AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE
BADGE .

C. THE U.S. ARMY RECRUITER IDENTIFICATION BADGE, ACTIVE ARMY/ARMY RESERVE,
IS WORN ON THE LEFT SIDE. THIS BADGE IS AUTHORIZED FOR WEAR BY MILITARY
PERSONNEL ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO THE U.S. ARMY RECRUITING COMMAND AS
DESIGNATED BY THE COMMANDING GENERAL, RECRUITING COMMAND (SEE AR 600-8-22
FOR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA). PERSONNEL MAY WEAR ONLY ONE RECRUITER BADGE AT A
TIME. THIS BADGE IS AUTHORIZED AS A NON-SUBDUED METAL BADGE, A SUBDUED
METAL BADGE AND AN EMBROIDERED CLOTH BADGE. THE SUBDUED CLOTH BADGE IS
EMBROIDERED ON UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN CLOTH (SILVER BADGE) OR BLACK
CLOTH (GOLD BADGE). THE SUBDUED BADGE IS WORN ON ACU UNIFORMS AND ACU FIELD
JACKETS, WITH THE BADGE CENTERED ON THE LEFT BREAST POCKET BETWEEN THE
BOTTOM OF THE POCKET FLAP AND THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET, AS MEASURED FROM THE
INSIGNIA, NOT THE CLOTH BACKING. PERSONNEL WILL WEAR THE SUBDUED BADGE WITH
THE BACKGROUND MATERIAL INTACT. OFFICERS WHO WERE AWARDED THE U.S. ARMY
RECRUITER BADGE AS A PERMANENT AWARD WHILE IN AN ENLISTED STATUS ARE
AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE BADGE.

D. THE CAREER COUNSELOR IDENTIFICATION BADGE IS WORN ON THE RIGHT SIDE.
ONLY ENLISTED PERSONNEL IN CAREER MANAGEMENT FIELD 79 ARE AUTHORIZED WEAR OF
THIS BADGE (SEE AR 600-8-22 FOR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA). THE BADGE IS
AUTHORIZED AS A NON-SUBDUED METAL BADGE IN A SMALL AND LARGE VERSION, A
SUBDUED METAL BADGE AND AN EMBROIDERED CLOTH BADGE. THE SUBDUED CLOTH BADGE
IS EMBROIDERED ON UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN CLOTH AND IS WORN ON THE ACU
UNIFORMS AND ACU FIELD JACKETS WITH THE BADGE CENTERED ON THE RIGHT BREAST
POCKET, BETWEEN THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET FLAP AND THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET,
AS MEASURED FROM THE INSIGNIA, NOT THE CLOTH BACKING. PERSONNEL WILL WEAR
THE SUBDUED BADGE WITH THE BACKGROUND MATERIAL INTACT. WHEN BOTH THE CAREER
COUNSELOR IDENTIFICATION AND DRILL SERGEANT BADGES ARE WORN, THE DRILL
SERGEANT BADGE IS WORN TO THE RIGHT OF THE CAREER COUNSELOR BADGE.

E. THE RECRUITING AND RETENTION IDENTIFICATION BADGES, ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
ARE WORN ON THE LEFT SIDE (SEE NATIONAL GUARD REGULATION 601-1 FOR
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA).

(1) BASIC AND SENIOR BADGES  THESE BADGES ARE AUTHORIZED AS NON-SUBDUED



METAL BADGES, SUBDUED METAL BADGES AND EMBROIDERED CLOTH BADGES. THE
NON-SUBDUED BASIC BADGE IS SILVER AND THE SENIOR BADGE IS GOLD. THE SUBDUED
BASIC BADGE IS A BLACK MINUTEMAN ON UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN CLOTH, AND
THE SUBDUED SENIOR BADGE IS A GREEN MINUTEMAN ON BLACK CLOTH. THE BASIC AND
SENIOR BADGES ARE AUTHORIZED FOR TEMPORARY WEAR ONLY WHILE ASSIGNED TO A
RECRUITING POSITION OR TO OCCASIONAL RECRUITING DUTIES. OFFICERS MAY WEAR
THIS AS A TEMPORARY BADGE IF ASSIGNED TO RECRUITING DUTIES.

(2) MASTER BADGE. THE NON-SUBDUED MASTER BADGE IS A GOLD BADGE SURROUNDED
BY A WREATH. THE SUBDUED BADGE IS A BLACK MINUTEMAN ON UNIVERSAL CAMOUFLAGE
PATTERN CLOTH, SURROUNDED BY A BLACK WREATH. THIS BADGE IS AUTHORIZED FOR
PERMANENT WEAR. AFTER ARMY NATIONAL GUARD MASTER-LEVEL RECRUITERS LEAVE
RECRUITING DUTY, THEY MAY WEAR THE MASTER BADGE ON THE CLASS A UNIFORM; THEY
MAY WEAR THE BADGE ON THE ACTIVE GUARD SHADE 415 OR WHITE CLASS B SHIRT ONLY
WHEN ALL OTHER AWARDS AND DECORATIONS ARE WORN. OFFICERS WHO WERE AWARDED
THE MASTER BADGE AS A PERMANENT AWARD WHILE IN AN ENLISTED RECRUITER STATUS,
OR AS AN ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT RECRUITER, ARE AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE
BADGE .

(3) PERSONNEL WEAR THE SUBDUED BASIC, SENIOR, AND MASTER BADGES ON ACU
UNIFORMS AND ACU FIELD JACKETS, WITH THE BADGE CENTERED ON THE LEFT BREAST
POCKET BETWEEN THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET FLAP AND THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET,
AS MEASURED FROM THE INSIGNIA, NOT THE CLOTH BACKING. PERSONNEL WILL WEAR
THE SUBDUED BADGE WITH THE BACKGROUND MATERIAL INTACT. ONLY ONE RECRUITER
BADGE IS AUTHORIZED FOR WEAR AT A TIME. SOLDIERS CURRENTLY ON RECRUITING
DUTY WILL WEAR THE RECRUITER BADGE OF THEIR COMPONENT.

7. SOLDIERS WILL NOT SEW ON THE FOLLOWING: SHOULDER SLEEVE
INSIGNTA-CURRENT ORGANIZATION, SHOULDER SLEEVE-INSIGNIA-FORMER WARTIME
SERVICE, TABS OR THE U.S. FLAG.

8. THESE WEAR POLICY CHANGES ARE EFFECTIVE 14 JUNE 2011.

9. THESE CHANGES WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO THE NEXT REVISION OF AR 670-1.

16. POC FOR UNIFORM WEAR POLICY IS SGM JAMES A. MCGRUDER, DSN 664-0665;
COMM. (703) 604-0665 EMAIL IS JAMES.MCGRUDER@CONUS.ARMY.MIL.

11. EXPIRATION: THIS MESSAGE EXPIRES UPON NEXT PUBLICATION OF AR 670-1.

12. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED.



