
Official Form 20A & 20B - Cumulative Committee Note 

 

 

2011 COMMITTEE NOTE1

 The forms are amended to require that the title of the case include all names used by the 
debtor within the last eight years.  This change conforms to the 2005 amendment of § 727(a)(8), 
which extended from six years to eight years the period during which a debtor is barred from 
receiving successive discharges.  In conformity with Rule 9037, the filer is directed to provide 
only the last four digits of any individual debtor's taxpayer-identification number.  

 

1997 COMMITTEE NOTE 

 These forms are new.  They are intended to provide uniform, plain English explanations 
to parties regarding what they must do to respond in certain contested matters which occur 
frequently in bankruptcy cases.  Such explanations have been given better in some courts than in 
others.  The forms are intended to make bankruptcy proceedings more fair, equitable, and 
efficient, by aiding parties, who sometimes do not have counsel, in understanding the applicable 
rules.  It is hoped that use of these forms also will decrease the number of inquiries to bankruptcy 
clerks' offices. 

 These notices will be sent by the movant unless local rules provide for some other entity 
to give notice.    

 These forms are not intended to dictate the specific procedures to be used by different 
bankruptcy courts.  The forms contain optional language that can be used or adapted, depending 
on local procedures.  Similarly, the signature line will be adapted to identify the actual sender of 
the notice in each circumstance.  All adaptations of the form should carry out the intent to give 
notice of applicable procedures in easily understood language.   

 

                                                            
1 The forms were revised in 2010 to conform to Rule 9037 and to a 2005 amendment of § 727(a)(8) of the 
Bankruptcy Code, which extended from six to eight years the period during which a debtor is barred from receiving 
successive discharges. The changes were not published for public comment because they were technical and 
conforming. 
 


