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Information from AAPAInformation from AAPA
Summary of 2006 PA DemographicsSummary of 2006 PA Demographics

75,260 eligible to practice as of 1/1/200775,260 eligible to practice as of 1/1/2007
63,609 in clinical practice63,609 in clinical practice

Average age:Average age:
In practice:  43 yearsIn practice:  43 years

Gender:Gender:
In practice:  38% male; 62% femaleIn practice:  38% male; 62% female

MinoritiesMinorities
In practice:  12%In practice:  12%
New grads:  17%New grads:  17%
In school:    23%In school:    23%



Number of People EligibleNumber of People Eligible
to Practice as PAsto Practice as PAs
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AAPA CME ServicesAAPA CME Services

CME at AAPA 2007Annual ConferenceCME at AAPA 2007Annual Conference
Headlines and HeredityHeadlines and Heredity
Tailoring Anticoagulation TherapyTailoring Anticoagulation Therapy
Cancer Genetics and Genomics: Cancer Genetics and Genomics: 
Implications for PA PracticeImplications for PA Practice
RaceRace--based Therapeutics? What's the Big based Therapeutics? What's the Big 
Deal?Deal?
Personalized Medicine: Integration of Personalized Medicine: Integration of 
Medical Genetics into Clinical PracticeMedical Genetics into Clinical Practice
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Number of Recent GraduatesNumber of Recent Graduates
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Status of Genetics Curricula in PA Status of Genetics Curricula in PA 
Programs Nationwide 1/2007Programs Nationwide 1/2007

PAEA Survey  75% response ratePAEA Survey  75% response rate
(100 of 134 programs responded)(100 of 134 programs responded)

To determine how genetics is taught in PA To determine how genetics is taught in PA 
programs nationwideprograms nationwide
To determine what genetics content is covered To determine what genetics content is covered 
and what gaps existand what gaps exist
To assess faculty needs for supporting a To assess faculty needs for supporting a 
genetics curriculumgenetics curriculum



Potential Education BarriersPotential Education Barriers

 Very 
significant 

Quite 
significant 

Not very 
significant 

Not at all 
significant 

a.  Structure of existing curriculum 
 20 40 38 11 
b.  Curriculum already overloaded 
 40 40 13 7 
c.  Genetics not seen as a priority by 

colleagues 9 19 40 32 
d.  Lack of resources to champion 

changes & developments  6 27 47 20 
e.  Lack of faculty with sufficient   

genetics experience or knowledge 14 26 36 14 
f.  Lack of time to develop resources 
 20 41 29 10 
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Looking to the futureLooking to the future

81 percent of programs perceived a need 81 percent of programs perceived a need 
to enhance their genetics curricula.to enhance their genetics curricula.
62 percent of programs plan to change 62 percent of programs plan to change 
their approach to teaching genetics in the their approach to teaching genetics in the 
near future. near future. 
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OpportunitiesOpportunities

Position PA educators as leaders in Position PA educators as leaders in 
teaching of genetics in medical educationteaching of genetics in medical education

Monitor and report innovations in genetics Monitor and report innovations in genetics 
educationeducation

Develop curriculum resources and best practicesDevelop curriculum resources and best practices

Create faculty development opportunitiesCreate faculty development opportunities

Develop assessment tools for students and Develop assessment tools for students and 
facultyfaculty

Develop a database to track genetics activities Develop a database to track genetics activities 
and outcomes in PA educationand outcomes in PA education
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ARCARC--PA StandardsPA Standards

Outline the requirements Outline the requirements 
for accreditation of for accreditation of 
programs. programs. 

are competency based.are competency based.

Have specificity regarding Have specificity regarding 
curriculum requirements.curriculum requirements.
Do not prescribe a Do not prescribe a 
specific academic specific academic 
degree.degree.

The new Accreditation The new Accreditation 
Standards for PA Education, in Standards for PA Education, in 
effect as of September 2006, effect as of September 2006, 
include the following standard:include the following standard:
B2.02. Instruction in the B2.02. Instruction in the 
professional phase of the professional phase of the 
program must include program must include 
instruction in the following instruction in the following 
basic medical sciences: basic medical sciences: 

a) anatomya) anatomy
b) physiologyb) physiology
c) pathophysiologyc) pathophysiology
d) pharmacology and d) pharmacology and 
pharmacotherapeutics pharmacotherapeutics 
e) the genetic and e) the genetic and 
molecular mechanisms molecular mechanisms 
of health and diseaseof health and disease
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National Commission on Certification of National Commission on Certification of 
Physician Assistants (NCCPA)Physician Assistants (NCCPA)

Activities regarding genetics/genomicsActivities regarding genetics/genomics
1.1. Exam Content Exam Content 

beginning to code new items on the exam beginning to code new items on the exam 
with a genetics code when applicable with a genetics code when applicable 
new item writer with experience in genomics new item writer with experience in genomics 
will be added in 2008.will be added in 2008.

2.2. Promotion  Promotion  
educate their Board about genetics= educate their Board about genetics= 
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The Four OrganizationsThe Four Organizations
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