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Environmental Health Information 
Outreach Program (EnHIOP)

This program provides a forum for minority-
serving institutions to share their experiences 
with using toxicology, environmental health, and 
health information resources in their curricula. 

NLM provides on-campus training workshops 
for faculty and students, along with funding for 
projects to educate surrounding communities 
about online health information resources. 

Twenty institutions are represented from among 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs), Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs), 
and Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs). 

Training 

Training classes introduce NLM’s online health 
information and can be tailored to include 
a focus on environmental health resources. 
NLM staff conduct 1- to 2-day training classes 
around the country at EnHIOP member colleges, 
at professional meetings and conferences, and 
for community and faith-based organizations 
that serve minority communities. 

Exhibits and Presentations at 
Professional Meetings

NLM supports numerous meetings and 
conferences that have significant African 
American membership or attendance. 
Support may include pre- and post-conference 
training classes, keynote speakers, panel 
participation, hosting an exhibit booth, and 
conference sponsorship.  

Collaboration with Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 

Several HBCUs are designing environmental 
health information projects to benefit their 
students and communities. For example:

■ Southern University and A&M College 
 School of Nursing 
 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

  is a community 
 and campus partnership to assist community 
 leaders in accessing scientifically sound 
 environmental health information. Training is 
 offered for local reporters, county extension 
 agents, and community members as well as 
 students in environmental toxicology, law, 
 and nursing.

■ Charles R. Drew University of 
 Medicine and Science 
 Department of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 
 Los Angeles, California 

 The 
 project is 

 developing an environmental health course 
 for medical students and physicians and 
 dentists doing postgraduate training at the  
 university. Students and patients learn how to  
 search the medical, toxicology, and environ- 
 mental health information available from NLM 
 and other Internet resources.

Housing Near Hazardous Sites

Housing costs less when it is near an industrial area, trash disposal site, rural dump, or abandoned and polluted 
land. These areas are not only unsightly but they can also contribute to health problems like asthma and allergies. 

To learn more…

■ Tox Town 

 Connections between health and 
living near hazardous sites

 http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov 

■ TOXMAP

 Census data can be mapped along 
with locations of Toxics Release 
Inventory sites 

 http://toxmap.nlm.nih.gov 
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 Industries and Your Health

 Chemicals in Industry
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 Occupational Health Info 
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 Hazardous Substances 
 Data Bank
 4500+ chemicals 
 (National Library of Medicine)

 National Institute for 
 Occupational Safety & Health
 home page

Construction

 Construction and Your Health

 Chemicals in Construction

 Web links from MedlinePlus
  Ergonomics
  Eye Injuries
  Noise
  Occupational health
 Construction
 home page (National Institute for  
 Occupational Safety and Health)

 Construction. Haz-Map
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 Safety and Health)
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Enviro-Health Links - Environmental Justice
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The Environmental Protection Agencys Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) defines environmental justice as the “fair treat-
ment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, 
and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.” Environmental justice is also perceived as an imminent national health issue and 
is viewed as a critical need to ensure that communities comprised predominantly of people of color or low income populations receive equal protec-
tion under environmental laws.

Historically, low income and/or minority communities have been dumping grounds for hazardous waste. Disproportional treatment of this nature, 
along with other social determinants, has propelled the environmental justice movement to the forefront of national health concerns. Pioneering 
efforts stemming from community advocates to staunch environmentalists have been instrumental in bringing to light the interconnections between 
the environment, racial/ethnic differences, income inequities, and human health disparities. Significant factors in what is known as environmental 
racism include any environmental policy, practice, or directive that differentially affects or disadvantages (whether intended or unintended) individu-
als, groups, or communities based on race or color.

Over the years, the environmental justice movement has been the primary impetus behind policy development targeting unfair, unjust, and illegal 
practices. However, despite these achievements, environmental contamination continues and remains a major health and social issue.

Overview

■ Environmental Health and 
Toxicology home page

 http://tox.nlm.nih.gov

Environmental Justice 

Environmental justice is the fair treatment 
and meaningful involvement of all people 
regardless of race, color, national origin, or 
income with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of envi-
ronmental laws, regulations, and policies. 

To learn more…

■ Environmental Justice 
Internet Guide 

 From Enviro-Health Links series

 http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/
environmentaljustice.html 
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TOXNET®

Collection of databases on 
hazardous chemicals, toxic releases, 
and environmental health

Search TOXNET for:

Search a single database:

ChemIDplus IRIS
CCRIS ITER
DART TOXLINE
GENE-TOX TOXMAP
Haz-Map TRI
Household Products
HSDB

TOXNET FAQs
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New Enviro-Health Links resource on 
Indoor Air Pollution

National Institute of
Environmental Health
Sciences: The primary
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environmental health
research
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Enviro-Health Links-
Lead and Human Health

Overview

Glossaries and Dictionaries

Data and Research

Specific Aspects

Regulations and Policy

Searches from the National Library of Medicine

Portals

Información en Español

Disclaimer

Specific Aspects
Children

• 10 Tips to Protect Children from Pesticide and Lead Poisonings
 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
• CDC Recommendations for Lead Poisoning Prevention in Newly Arrived Refugee Children
 National Center for Environmental Health
• Healthy Homes - Healthy Kids: Heavy Metals
 National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
• Lead Exposure Among Refugee Children
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
• Lead exposure in children: prevention, detection, and management
 Pediatrics 2005 Oct;116(4):1036-46
 American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on Environmental Health
• Lead in Candy: Questions and Answers
 National Center for Environmental Health
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U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development

U
.S

. D
EP

ARTMENT OF HO
US

IN
G

A
N

D
U

RBAN DEVELOPM
E

N
T

Exposure to Lead Paint 

Older homes may have chipping and peeling lead paint that can affect children’s development. Home 
remodeling can also stir up lead-containing dust. 

To learn more…

■ Lead Poisoning topic page from MedlinePlus

 http://medlineplus.gov/leadpoisoning 

■ Lead and Human Health 

 From Enviro-Health Links series

 http://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/lead.html 

español

Other health topics:   A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H   I   J   K   L   M   N   O   P   Q   R   S   T   U   V   W   XYZ   List of All Topics

Latest News
• Lead Exposure Plus High Blood Pressure May Impair Mental Ability
 (09/24/2005, American Heart Association)

From the National Institutes of Health
• Lead and Your Health (National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences)
 - Links to PDF

Overviews
• FAQ - Lead Poisoning (Environmental Protection Agency)
• Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals: Lead (National Center for 

Environmental Health) - Links to PDF
• Lead in Paint, Dust and Soil (Environmental Protection Agency)
• Lead Poisoning (Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research)
• Lead: Questions and Answers (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
• Tox Town (National Library of Medicine) - Requires Flash Player

Diagnosis/Symptoms
• Lead Test (American Association for Clinical Chemistry)

Prevention/Screening
• Actions You Can Take to Reduce Lead in Drinking Water (Environmental 

Protection Agency, Office of Water)
• CPSC Warns About Hazards of “Do lt Yourself” Removal of Lead Based Paint: 

Safety Alert (Consumer Product Safety Commission)
• FDA Warns Consumers about Use of “Litargirio” - Traditional Remedy That 

Contains Dangerous Levels of Lead (Food and Drug Administration)
 Also available in: Spanish
• Humans and Lead Fishing Sinkers (Environmental Protection Agency, Office of 

Water)
• Is Lead a Problem in My Home? (American Industrial Hygiene Association)
 Also available in: Spanish
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The primary NIH
organization for research on Lead
Poisoning is the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences
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Search MEDLINE/PubMed for 
recent research articles on 
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these MedlinePlus related pages:
• Child and Teen Health
• Poisoning, Toxicology, 
  Environmental Health

Search MedlinePlus

Environmental Health and Information Outreach Program Members, 2005

Conference Exhibit Booth

Toxic Substances at Home and at Work 

Most homes have detergents, bug sprays, glues, paints, and other products that can 
be hazardous if not used and stored safely. Schools, offices, and stores often use the 
same types of products that are found at home. 

Workers in drycleaning, printing, hair salons, 
repair shops, and other neighborhood 
businesses can be exposed at work to 
chronic low levels of toxic chemicals. 

To learn more…

■ Household Products Database

 Everyday products and their ingredients

 http://householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov

■ Haz-Map

 Hazards and diseases linked to 
high-risk occupations

 http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov 
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Home Maintenance
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