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Focused Discussion With PA Educators 

• Physician Assistant Education Association Annual 
Education Forum 

• Friday, November 9, 2012 
• Session Agenda 
▫ Review requirements needed in 2012 for civilian PA 

program admission 
▫ Evaluate military medical training and education 

transferability to academic credit hours 
 Sample ACE transcripts 

▫ Describe four example bridge programs 
▫ Future goals 



2012 PA Program Admission Requirements 

• Admission opportunities have expanded 
exponentially over the past 10 years 

• Requirements have increased 
▫ Bachelor degree required by 86% of programs 

• Medical experience requirement has decreased 
▫ Veteran applicants typically have extensive 

experience and hours logged 
• GPAs of applicants have climbed 



Admission to PA Program 

4 year 
academic 
degree 

Military Service 

Chasm Between  
Military Service and PA Program 



Determining Military Training Equivalency 

• Evaluation of military medical training and 
education – focusing on academic credit hours 
▫ ACE  
▫ DANTE 
▫ Air Force Community College 



Sample ACE Transcript 



15 credits 



17 credits 

11 credits 



27 credits 



Bridge Program Examples 

• South College 
• Touro Nevada 
• Bethel University 
• Trevecca Nazareen 



Bridge Program Example 1 

• South College 
▫ Bachelor needed for traditional students 
▫ Vet-UP Program 
 90 quarter hours = 60 credit hours 
 3-2 program (60 credits + 1st year = bachelor degree) 



Bridge Program Example 2 

• Touro Nevada 
▫ Bachelor degree required – all applicants 
▫ “Bridge program” provides prerequisites science 

courses in the one year before consideration of 
admission to PA program. 



Bridge Program Example 3 

• Bethel University 
▫ Bachelor degree required – all applicants 
 2 Bio, 2 chem, 2 A&P, 1 micro, 1 psych, 1 genetics 

CLEP: 2  (lab not required with science course) 
 Online Criminal Justice Degree – 1 course every 5 

weeks. Can complete 18-24 months – ACE/DANTE 
 
 



Bridge Program Example 4 

• Trevecca Nazareen 
▫ Bachelor needed for traditional students, not for 

Medics in Medicine Bridging Program 
 1 year 45 credits (21 civilian college, rest may be 

CLEP, ACE or DANTES)  
 3-2 Program (45 + first year PA = bachelor degree) 
 
 



Added Value of Veterans 

• The right thing to do 
• Increase maturity – life experiences 
• Focused approach to achieving educational goals 
• Medical experience – average of 7000 hours 
• Motivation for success  
• Ability to handle chaos  
• Sense of Purpose - appreciation of role 

delineation (clearly understanding what PAs do 
in real life)  
 



Bridge Programs 

• Are bridge programs the only way to overcome 
the chasm between military service and 
admission to a PA education program? 

• No answer was offered during the discussion – 
however, the question has been introduced. 



Veteran Recruitment for PA Programs 

• What actions can PA programs take to increase their 
veteran recruitment activities and the number of 
veterans admitted? 
▫ Local marketing to currently enlisted personnel 
▫ Engage Veteran Administration career counselors 
▫ Visit Vet Centers  
▫ Visit USOs at Airports  
▫ Provide Open Houses specifically for Veterans 
▫ Provide in- services at local reserve and national guard 

and active duty stations  
▫ Visit military hospitals and provide in-service for staff 

 
 



Next Steps 

• Determine barriers for veterans pursuing higher 
education to prepare for admission to a PA 
education program 

• Educate PA faculty and admissions counselors at 
PA programs about military education – 
DANTES/ACE 

• Advocate for and advertise bridge programs for 
Veterans to prepare for PA education program 
admission 
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