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Ed ti l Att i t Q ti CPS

1947-1991

Educational Attainment Questions: CPS

What is the highest grade or year of regular school [you have] 
ever attended?

Did [you] complete the grade?

1992-present
What is the highest level of school [you have] completed or theWhat is the highest level of school [you have] completed or the 
highest degree [you have] received?
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educationaleducational 
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NATIONAL HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEYO SU
What is the HIGHEST level of school [you have] completed or the 
highest degree [you have] received?

NATIONAL HEALTH AND NUTRITION EXAMINATION SURVEY
What is the highest grade or level of school [you have] completed 
or the highest degree [you have] received?

HEALTH AND RETIREMENT SURVEY
What is the highest grade of school  or year of college [you have] 
completed?completed? 

MEDICAL EXPENDITURE PANEL SURVEY
As of December 31 [year] what is the highest grade or year ofAs of December 31, [year], what is the highest grade or year of 
regular school [you] ever completed?
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ACS CPS NHIS MEPS
None 51 ‐‐
Less than 1st grade 52‐53 31
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th grade 54‐57 32 01‐04 1‐4
5th or 6th grade 58‐59 33 05‐06 5‐6

00 0

g
7th or 8th grade 60‐61 34 07‐08 7‐8
9th grade 62 35 09 9
10th grade 63 36 10 10
11th grade 64 37 11 1111th grade 64 37 11 11
12th grade NO DIPLOMA 65 38 12
Regular high school graduate 66 14
GED or alternative credential 67 13
Some college credit less than 1 year 68

1239

Some college credit, less than 1 year 68
1 or more years of college ** 13‐15
Associate degree ‐ Occupational  41 16 ‐‐
Associate degree ‐ Academic 42 17 ‐‐

h l ' d

69

40 15

Bachelor's degree  70 43 18 16
Master's degree 71 44 19
Professional School Degree 72 45 20
Doctorate degree  73 46 21

17
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Reliability of Education Responses: Census 2000
Index of inconsistencyIndex of inconsistency

None 41.3 Moderate
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th grade 21.8 Moderate
5th or 6th grade 34.4 Moderate5th or 6th grade 34.4 Moderate
7th or 8th grade 34.7 Moderate
9th grade 53.6 HIGH
10th grade 53.1 HIGH
11th grade 49.6 Moderate
12th grade NO DIPLOMA 89.3 HIGH
High school graduate 30.5 Moderate
S ll di l h 1 71 4 HIGHSome college credit, less than 1 year 71.4 HIGH
1 or more years of college 45.3 Moderate
Associate degree  38.3 Moderate
Bachelor's degree 15 6 LowBachelor s degree  15.6 Low
Master's degree 12.4 Low
Professional School Degree 38.6 Moderate
Doctorate degree 31.4 Moderate
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Reliability of questions on GED or alternative credential

d fIndex of inconsistency
SIPP 2001 62.0 HIGH

SIPP 2004 35 0 M d tSIPP 2004 35.0 Moderate

ACS 2006 37.0 Moderate
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Reliability of Education Responses: Census 2000y p
Index of inconsistency

Total 36.5 Moderate
White 34.5 Moderate
Black 45.1 Moderate
Asian 41.9 Moderate
Other single race 50.5 HIGH
Two or more races 38.4 Moderate
Hispanic 48.6 Moderate
Non‐Hispanic 35.2 Moderate
Age 16‐35 42.9 Moderate
Age 36‐64 37.3 Moderate
Age 65 or older 41 Moderate
Native 34.4 Moderate
Foreign born 56.3 HIGH
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Unemployment Rate by Educational Attainment, 
Population 25 and Older: 2008 - 2010
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10Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2008, 2009, 2010.



Mean Monthly Earnings by Educational Attainment Among 
the Population 18 Years and Over with Earnings: 2009
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11Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel



For further information:
Kurt BaumanKurt Bauman
kurt.j.bauman@census.gov
301-763-6171
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