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Short-term
Educate scientific community and public at 
large about the dual use issue (nature of issue, 
importance, relevance)

Apprise research community on the status of 
Federal policy making

Promote thoughtful input from stakeholders on 
NSABB work products and Federal policies

Outreach and Education Goals



Long term
Educate about specific Federal requirements 
that emerge from the policy making process 

Sustain awareness and a culture of 
responsibility 

Outreach and Education Goals



Target audiences
Who are the key stakeholders?
How do understanding and educational 
needs vary for each audience?
What kind of input is best sought from 
various constituencies?

Message development
What are the key points to convey to different 
stakeholder communities?

Key Considerations



Vehicles for information dissemination
What are the most effective means of 
communicating about the issue of dual use 
research?
Who are the most credible and effective 
communicators?  

Coordination of input
How should solicitation and compilation of 
stakeholder commentary on evolving 
Federal policy be accomplished?

Key Considerations



Keep the community current on the status of the 
Federal policy making process, including the 
activities of the NSABB.

Website as the portal for information on the NSABB, its 
meetings, work products; email inbox for public 
queries; listserv for updates

Aims and Modes of Outreach



http://www.biosecurityboard.govhttp://www.biosecurityboard.gov



Public queries regarding NSABB activities can 
be address to:

nsabb@od.nih.gov  

OBA’s listserv
Send a message to: listserv@list.nih.gov
In the body of the message, type: subscribe 
oba_news

Email



Keep the community current on the status of the 
Federal policy making process, including the 
activities of the NSABB.

Website as the portal for information on the NSABB, its 
meetings, work products; email inbox for public queries; 
listserv for updates
Presentations to key constituency groups on the nature 
of the dual use issue, origins of the NSABB, activities 
and work products of the NSABB, etc.; standard slide 
sets

Aims and Modes of Outreach



American Association for the Advancement of Science
American Biological Safety Association
American Society for Microbiology
Association of American Medical Colleges
Center for Strategic and International Studies
Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Association
Council on Government Relations
Global Health Security Initiative – Ministerial Meeting
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Massachusetts Society for Medical Research 
Midwest Area Biosafety Network
NAS Committee on New Gov’t-Univ Partnership for Science and Security
NAS Committee on Biodefense Analysis and Countermeasures
Northeast Biological Safety Association
Princeton University – Biosciences Oversight Workshop
Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research
University of Hawaii
University of Michigan – Symposium on Academic Freedom and National 
Security
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center – Center on Biosecurity
University of Texas System
World Health Organization

Sampling of Organizations to Whom NIH 
OBA Staff Have Presented about NSABB 

and Dual Use Research





Keep the community current on the status of the 
Federal policy making process, including the 
activities of the NSABB.

Website as the portal for information on the NSABB, its 
meetings, work products; email inbox for public queries; 
listserv for updates
Presentations to key constituency groups on the nature 
of the dual use issue, origins of the NSABB, activities 
and work products of the NSABB, etc.
Exhibits at major meetings – either in conjunction with 
recombinant DNA or alone as an NSABB exhibit 
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Keep the community current on the status of the 
Federal policy making process, including the 
activities of the NSABB.

Website as the portal for information on the NSABB, its 
meetings, work products; email inbox for public queries; 
listserv for updates
Presentations to key constituency groups on the nature 
of the dual use issue, origins of the NSABB, activities 
and work products of the NSABB, etc.
Exhibits at major meetings – either in conjunction with 
recombinant DNA or alone as an NSABB exhibit 
Disseminating NSABB Work Products and FAQs
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Keep the community current on the status of the 
Federal policy making process, including the 
activities of the NSABB.

Website as the portal for information on the NSABB, its 
meetings, work products; email inbox for public queries; 
listserv for updates
Presentations to key constituency groups on the nature 
of the dual use issue, origins of the NSABB, activities 
and work products of the NSABB, etc.
Exhibits at major meetings – either in conjunction with 
recombinant DNA or alone as an NSABB exhibit 
Disseminating NSABB Work Products and FAQs 
Incorporating material on dual use research into our 
“IBC Basics” and “Effective IBCs” courses and similar 
training sessions for researchers and research 
administrators

Modes of Outreach







Ensure stakeholder input into NSABB 
work products and Federal policy 
making

Development of the NSABB work products –
criteria, codes, communication tools, and 
recommendations on synthetic genomics –
involved:

– Roundtables
– Focus groups
– Presentations to stakeholder audiences

Aims and Modes of Outreach



Engaging international life sciences 
community on the issue of dual use 
research of concern

International Roundtables
– February 2007
– October 2007

Aims and Modes of Outreach



Need for more awareness raising
Widely accessible, multi-media products

Need for robust input into Federal policy
Regional “townhall” conferences

Future need to educate about requirements 
that will emerge

Educational tools and resources

Future Considerations and 
Activities



Additional outreach opportunities
There are many additional groups that staff 
and NSABB members could potentially 
reach

Diverse audiences
Life sciences are widely encompassing

Multiple agencies will need to develop 
programs tailored to their own research 
contexts

Future Considerations and 
Activities


