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Impetus for Working Group

Ongoing concern about lack of awareness 
of the dual use issue

Need for concerted efforts



Laying the Foundation

Before embarking on the development of 
an outreach plan, the NSABB first had to 

Formulate concepts and definitions
–dual use research of concern

Identify key stakeholders



Laying the Foundation

Proposed Framework for the Oversight of 
Dual Use Life Sciences Research 

Criterion
Guiding principles for oversight
Key features of an oversight system
Roles and responsibilities
Risk assessment and risk management
Responsible communications
Code of conduct
Outreach and education



NSABB members and staff

Educate scientific community and 
public at large 

Apprise research community on the 
status of Federal policy making

Promote thoughtful input from 
stakeholders

Prior and ongoing outreach efforts



Website as the portal for NSABB 
information

Meetings 
Work products
Email inbox for public queries
Listserv

Prior and ongoing outreach efforts



http://www.biosecurityboard.govhttp://www.biosecurityboard.gov
oror

http://oba.od.nih.gov/biosecurity/biosecurity_documents.htmlhttp://oba.od.nih.gov/biosecurity/biosecurity_documents.html



Email address for public queries 
regarding NSABB

nsabb@od.nih.gov

OBA listserv
listserv@list.nih.gov
In the body of the message, type: 
subscribe oba_news

Email



Presentations and workshops to key 
constituency groups

Nature of the dual use issue
Origins of the NSABB
Activities and work products of the 
NSABB
–standard slide sets

Prior and ongoing outreach efforts



American Association for the Advancement of Science
American Biological Safety Association
American Society for Microbiology
Association of American Medical Colleges
Center for Strategic and International Studies
Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Association
Council on Government Relations
Global Health Security Initiative – Ministerial Meeting
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Massachusetts Society for Medical Research 
Midwest Area Biosafety Network
NAS Committee on New Gov’t-Univ Partnership for Science and Security
NAS Committee on Biodefense Analysis and Countermeasures
Northeast Biological Safety Association
Princeton University – Biosciences Oversight Workshop
Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research
University of Hawaii
University of Michigan – Symposium on Academic Freedom and National 
Security
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center – Center on Biosecurity
University of Texas System
World Health Organization

Sampling of Organizations to Whom 
NSABB Members and Staff Have Presented









Exhibits at major meetings

In conjunction with recombinant DNA

Stand alone NSABB exhibit 

Prior and ongoing outreach efforts













Ensuring stakeholder input into NSABB 
work products 

Roundtables
Focus groups
Presentations to stakeholder 
audiences

Prior and ongoing outreach efforts



Engaging international life sciences 
community

International Roundtables
–February 2007
–October 2007
–November 2008

Prior and ongoing outreach efforts



Goals of Future Efforts

Input into federal policymaking
Publication of proposed requirements and 
policies for public comment and input
Public consultation meetings

Educating about formal requirements
“Roll out” plan 
–Electronic and print educational 

materials
–Model curricula
–Workshops
–Exhibits



Target audiences
Who are the key stakeholders?
How do understanding and educational 
needs vary for each audience?
What kind of input is best sought from 
various constituencies?

Message development
What are the key points to convey to 
different stakeholder communities?

Key Considerations



Vehicles for information dissemination

What are the most effective means of 
communicating about the issue of 
dual use research?

Who are the most credible and 
effective communicators?

Key Considerations



Target Audiences



Target Audiences

Scientists
Professional associations and scientific 
societies
Peer-reviewed scientific journal
Students and trainees
Popular media
Public health professionals, veterinarians, 
agriculturalists
Congress
Public at large



Opinion Leaders and At-Large 
Constituencies

Membership

Leadership

Targeted Communications

Presentations at Society Meetings

Electronic Communications Tools

At-large Scientific 
Community

Opinion 
Leaders



Opinion Leaders

Nationally respected scientists, leaders of 
scientific societies, professional 
associations, and institutions 

Can be compelling spokespersons and 
educators

Can create opportunities for reaching 
broader audiences

Tailored communications



At-Large Constituencies

Members of scientific societies, 
professional associations; employees of 
institutions 

Can urge attention to the issues

Communication strategies must be 
broad-reaching



Message Points

1. Life sciences research is a critically 
important national endeavor

2. The potential for inflicting harm exists

3. Culture of responsibility



Message Points

4. Ongoing vigilance

5. Broad stakeholder engagement by the 
scientific community

6. Maximize awareness 



Message Points

7. Foster public trust

8. Reduce risk of misuse



Other Recommendations

1.Coordinated Federal effort 

2.Use existing NIH-mandated training 
programs.



Other Recommendations

3.Educate at the secondary school level 

4.Educate U.S. commercial research entities 
and international audiences.



Other Recommendations

5. Facilitate efforts by NGOs

6. Standardize  

7. Evaluate 
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