
Steel Import 
Monitor Tutorial

Overview of the Import Monitor
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Tutorial Overview

This Tutorial will cover:

• Data table features

• Types of data views available

– Product view

– Country view

– HTS view

– Graphs

– Summary tables

• Additional data



Data Table Features

Tables in the Import Monitor allow you to view the import data compiled 
from two different sources: Census Bureau data and Steel Import Licensing 
data. 
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The tables sort data in order of descending volume imported during last 
three months of Census import data, including preliminary import data.



Data Table Features

• Census reports of imports of steel mill products come from the 
Census Bureau’s foreign trade division: http://www.census.gov/ 
foreign-trade/Press-Release/steel_index.html

• License data are collected by the Commerce Department via 
licenses collected from individual import shipments. These data 
are aggregated, checked for outliers and errors, and used to 
provide early information to the public.

• The Import Monitor records imports from both sources and is 
updated on a regular basis, with Census data updates occurring 
twice a month and licensing data updates occurring weekly, as 
footnoted at the bottom of tables and graphs. 
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http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/steel_index.html
http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/Press-Release/steel_index.html


Data Table Features

Twice a month, Census releases import statistics on steel – first the preliminary 
statistics, followed by the official month’s statistics approximately two weeks 
later. When preliminary Census import data becomes available, it is added as a 
yellow column in the table. 
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Licensing data are reported for the same month as preliminary data, and both 
are replaced in the table with Census final data when it is released monthly.



Types of Data Views Available

The Import Monitor offers three primary categories to view steel mill 
import data:

• Product view

• Country view

• Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) view
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Types of Data Views – Product View
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FOR All Steel Mill Products 

Quantity in Metric Tons
Same Table - US Dollars Same Table - Average Unit Value

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 
The product view offers 15 
months of Census and license 
import data displaying country of 
origin detail for all steel mill 
products... 

… or a specific steel mill product 
group. Product groups use 10 
digit HTS codes to categorize 
steel mill products by type of 
product.

US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FOR Sheets Hot Rolled -- C & A 

Quantity in Metric Tons
Same Table - US Dollars Same Table - Average Unit Value
'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 



Types of Data Views – Country View

The country view offers 15 
months of import data 
displaying steel mill product 
group detail for all countries… 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FROM WORLD 

Quantity in Metric Tons
Same Table - US Dollars Same Table - Average Unit Value
'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 

… or a specific country.

US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FROM CANADA 

Quantity in Metric Tons
Same Table - US Dollars Same Table - Average Unit Value
'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 



Types of Data Views – Product and Country Views

The product and country views can also be displayed in three different 
units of measurement:  volume in metric tons, entered customs value in 
US dollars, and average unit value per metric ton.
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FOR All Steel Mill Products 

Entered Customs Value in Thousands of US Dollars
Same Table - Metric Tons Same Table - Average Unit Value

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 
US Imports of Steel Mill Products

FROM WORLD 
Average Unit Value in US$ per Metric Ton

Same Table - Metric Tons Same Table - US Dollars 
'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 



Types of Data Views – HTS View

The HTS view displays the 
volume and average unit 
value for the most recent 4 
months of license import 
data for all 6 digit HTS 
codes... 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products
HTS Code All Products

FROM WORLD
Quantities in Metric Tons

US Imports of Steel Mill Products
HTS Code 730429

(CASING AND TUBING,OIL,GAS DRILLING, IRON OR STEEL)
Quantities in Metric Tons

Product groups covered by HTS Code 730429 

… or a specific 6 digit HTS code.



Types of Data Views – Graphs

The 15 month product and country tables may also be viewed as graphs. 
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Types of Data Views – Graphs 

Graphs display 25 months of combined import data, with Census data shown 
in blue and license data in purple.
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The horizontal line 
indicates the monthly 
average of import 
data for the previous 
year and is used to 
offer a comparison of 
monthly data.



Types of Data Views – Graphs 

Import Monitor graphs display in two formats, depending upon 
the unit of measurement selected in the corresponding table. 
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Volume and value data are 
presented as bar graphs. 

Average unit value data are 
presented as a line graph. 



Additional Views
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February Data Comparison: Preliminary Census and License Data (in metric tons)

The Import Monitor also provides 
the option to compare licensing 
data with Census data for all 
product groups. (Table is available 
from the ‘Detailed Data Search’ link 
on the SIMA home page.)

HTS Codes For Line Pipe -- C & A

Tables are available which show the 6 
digit HTS codes that make up each 
product group.



Additional Views

Also available are tables detailing the percentage that each product group makes up 
of a 6 digit HTS category. The tables offer an historic comparison of import data 
using 2004 Census data and the most recent 1 year of licensing data.
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Product Groups Included in HTS Code 730431
Based on 2004 Census DataIn the example shown, HTS 

code 740431 is made up of 
three 10 digit codes, two of 
which fall into the mechanical 
tubing product group 
(7304313000 and 7304316050) 
and one which falls into the 
pressure tubing product group 
(7304316010). 

A reference table matching a 10 digit code to its product group can be found on the 
SIMA website at: http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license/SMP_byHTS-070109.pdf

The percentages reflect the proportions of volume and value 
import data reflected by mechanical and pressure tubing for 
imports of HTS code 730431 in the two time periods.

http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license/SMP_byHTS-070109.pdf


Additional Views – Summary Tables

Steel import data can 
also be viewed using 
both monthly and 
annual summary tables.

The monthly summary 
tables show 15 months 
of data using four 
aggregate product 
categories – pipe and 
tube, flat products, long 
products, and semi-
finished – for both 
carbon & alloy and 
stainless steel.
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FROM WORLD 

Quantity in Metric Tons
Same Table - US Dollars Same Table - Average Unit Value

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 



Additional Views – Summary Tables

The annual summary tables 
use Census final import data 
to display either annual total 
import data…
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… or monthly average 
import data.

US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FOR All Steel Mill Products

Quantity in Metric Tons
Same Table - Annual US Dollars Same Table - Average Unit Value
Same Table - Monthly Average Metric Tons Same Table - Monthly Average US Dollars

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products 



Additional Views – Summary Tables

The annual summaries also provide the option to view data in additional 
units of measurement – volume, value, and average unit value – for both 
annual total tables and monthly average tables.
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FOR All Steel Mill Products

Entered Customs Value in Thousands of US Dollars

US Imports of Steel Mill Products
FOR All Steel Mill Products

Average Unit Value in US$ per Metric Ton



Additional Data – Raw License Data

The Import Monitor contains the option to export three months of the latest 
license data into a text file.  This option allows users to generate their own 
data sets and graphs and is updated weekly.
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The file has a “.txt” extension 
and is comma delimited, 
containing the variables 
country name, 6 digit HTS, 
quantity, value, average unit 
value, and month of import.

http://hq-
web03.ita.doc.gov/License/Su
rge.nsf/webfiles/MonthlyExp
ort/$file/exportlicense.txt?op
enelement

http://hq-web03.ita.doc.gov/License/Surge.nsf/webfiles/MonthlyExport/$file/exportlicense.txt?openelement
http://hq-web03.ita.doc.gov/License/Surge.nsf/webfiles/MonthlyExport/$file/exportlicense.txt?openelement
http://hq-web03.ita.doc.gov/License/Surge.nsf/webfiles/MonthlyExport/$file/exportlicense.txt?openelement
http://hq-web03.ita.doc.gov/License/Surge.nsf/webfiles/MonthlyExport/$file/exportlicense.txt?openelement
http://hq-web03.ita.doc.gov/License/Surge.nsf/webfiles/MonthlyExport/$file/exportlicense.txt?openelement


Additional Data – Notable Trends

SIMA also offers a statistical trend report on notable increases and decreases in 
steel imports. The tables use a ratio of current 3 month data to historic 9 month 
data to detect significant increases or decreases in steel imports by country and 
product. The trends are reported as a percentage change of quantity. 
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The notable trends report is available from the SIMA website at: 
http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license/smp/trends/Report_Trend.htm

http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license/smp/trends/Report_Trend.htm


Contact SIMA

SIMA Team Contact Information

Import Administration

Office of Policy

14th & Constitution Ave., NW, Suite 2837

Washington, DC 20230

Phone: (202) 482-2105

Fax: (202) 501-1377

Steel_License@ita.doc.gov

http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license 

Published 7/8/2009
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http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license
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