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Elieiting responses, either in person or
by phone, from a nationally represent-
ative sample of American citizens
about their experiences as victims of
crime is a very delicate exercise in
data collection. Thus, the National
Crime Survey (N C8), which asks nearly
100,000 Americans each year about the
impact of erime on their lives, has been
the subject of the most searching seru-~
tiny In an assessment of the survey
program sponsored by the Bureau of
Justice Statisties (BJS) and its
predecessor agency, the National Crim-
inal Justice Information and Statistics
Service. This redesign of the NC8 has
produced consequential Improvements
in the victimization survey following
years of study by a consortium of
national consulting organizations,
university-based researchers, and
cognizant Federal statisticlans.

Every aspect of our national survey
was examined:

(1) Which questions about the erimi-
nal incident should be asked, and in
what order, from the questionnaire or
survey instrument?

(2) What sereening or lead-in ques-
tions are most effective in helping
people remember and report criminal
victimization?

(3) How long a reporting period
should be covered by the interview?

(4) What is the best sample design
for reaching potential vietims in this
country?

The National Crime Survey (NCS) of
victimization in the United States,
which began in 1973, is the second
largest ongoing survey undertaken
by the Federal Government and is
the largest statistical operation
supported by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics (BJS). Twice each year
the Bureau of the Census, under
contract to BJS, conduets inter-
views of approximately 100,000 per-
sons in a nationally representative
sample of roughly 50,000 American
households. BJS conducts subse-
quent detailed data analysis and
publishes numerous reports deserib-
ing the level and nature of eriminal
victimization in the United States.
Because the NCS provides a critical
measure of the impact of erime on
American eitizens, BJS has an obli-
gation to ensure the quality,
accuracy, and timeliness of the data
emanating from this survey.

This report provides an overview
of an extensive project to evaluate
and redesign the National Crime
Survey. The project began in 1979
in response to an evaluation by the
National Academy of Sciences
(NAS) and an internal review by the
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National Criminal Justice Information
and Statistics Service (NCJISS), the
predecessor of the Bureau of Justice
Statistics. Subsequent work was con-
ducted by a consortium of universities
and private research firms together
with staff at BJS and the Bureau of
the Census. The fruits of the result-
ing research and development effort
are already evident in changes in the
survey introduced in 1986; more
comprehensive changes will be imple~
mented over the next several years.
This report provides background data
on the NCS, deseribes the roots and
organization of the redesign project,
discusses issues addressed by the
redesign, and highlights the major
design changes that have been or will
be adopted.

BJS is pleased to announce the
completion and implementation of
plans for this extensive redesign
effort. In particular we want to
commend our colleagues at the Bureau
of the Census both for their help in
the redesign report and for their
continuous day-to-day dedication to
accuracy in the collection of vietimi-
zation data.

Joseph M. Bessette
Acting Director

(5) What is the minimum age at
which respondents can be expected to
understand and answer questions
accurately about harms they have
experienced?

(6) How can computerized interview-

ing technology improve the accuracy
and quality control of vietimizgstion
survey data?




(7) How can survey information be
improved on such questions as what vie-
tims should do to protect themselves,’ -
domestie violence, substance abuse by
offenders, and vietims' experience with
the criminal justice system?

(8) How should crimes be measured
and counted when respondents have -
been victimized so many.times that - -
they are unable to remember the spe-
cifie details of each event?

This technical report ¢hronicles our
attempt to answer these questions for
the survey that provides American
citizens with one of the very few
opportunities they have to record the
personal and human aspects of being a
vietim of crime,

L NCS background

Building on the experience and rec-
ommendations of both the President's
Commission on Law Enforcement and
Administration of Justice in the mid-
1960's and the criminal justice statis-
ties conferences sponsored by the
Bureau of the Census in 1967 and 1968,
the Law Enforcement Assistance Ad-
ministration (LEA A} Statisties Division
began to plan to implement a National
Victimization Survey (later renamed
the National Crime Survey) in 1969.

The survey was conceived to satisfy
two broad goals in providing 'nforma-
tion on the incidence of erime and its
effect on victimg, The first goal was to
launch a time series tracing changes
both in the incidence ¢f erime and in
the association of various deseriptive
attributes with cziminal vietimization.
The second geosi was to create a vehicle
that would zlfow study of particular
research guestions related to eriminal
vietimization, such as the relationship
of viztims to offenders, the cost of
ci{me, and the vulnerability of various
types of individuals and businesses to
vietimization, The NCS was intended
to complement information available
from the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports
(UCR) by collecting data on crimes not
reported to the police and by providing
more detailed information on victims
and vietimization incidents.

The Statistics Division of LEAA had
to address a number of questions before
the survey could begin collecting data.
Among these issues were--

e strategies to maximize accurate
reporting of victimization charac-
teristies

® how to cope with erroneous recall of
the date of a erime incident

o the optimum length of the reference
period for respondent recall of vietimi-
zation incidents

@ the degree to which UCR definitions
would be emulated in classifying erimes
# the sample size required to produce
reliable vietimization estimatez

o the most appropriate mode 77 data
collection--personal intervi:ws v, mail
questionnaires

e the extent to which proxy interview-
ing would be used.

To reach decisicns on these questions,
the Census Buzisu conducted a number
of pilot studi«s in 1970 and 1971, The
earliest of ihese, in Washington, D.C,,
Baltimcwe, Md., and San Jose, Calif.,
comnpized "reverse record check
stules,” in which known vietims
fidentified through police records) were
interviewed to test the questionnaire,
General population surveys were also
conducted in San Jose and in Dayton,
Ohio, at the same time as the San Jose
reverse record check study. In addition
to these local tests, four vietimization
supplements were added to the Quar-
terly Household Survey (QHS), which
was administered nationally in January
and July of 1971 and 1972,

The NCS was inaugurated in July
1972 and initially consisted of three
distinet data collection programs--the
National Crime Panel, the Commercial
Vietimization Survey, and a program of
vietimization surveys in selected major
urban centers. The National Crime
Panel is the only surviving data series
from the original NCS program and is
now known as the National Crime Sur-
vey. This data series provides national
data on personal and household erimes
and currently interviews members of
approximately 49,000 households at 6-
month intervals. A stratified area
probability sample is used to select
households for participation in the
survey, and a rotating panel design is
utilized, which requires seven succes-
sive interviews at a housing location
before the housing location is retired
from the sample. To provide an even
workload, a sixth of the active sample
is interviewed each month.

The survey current}y edilects data on
the oceurrence of violent crimes (rape,
robbery, and simple and aggravated as-
sault), personsal crimes of theft (personal
larceny with and without contact), and
household crimes (household larceny,
houselold burglary, and motor vehicle
theft). In addition, information on
incident attributes is collected and
includes--

# whether the crime was completed or
attempted

¢ whether it was reported to the police
e the number of offenders and their
characteristies, including their
relationship to the victim

o substance abuse by offenders

& use of weapons by offenders

o the time, place, and date of
oceurrence

e any injury or property loss suffered by
the victim and any related consequences,
such as hospitalization, time lost from
work, insurance payments, and property
recovery

e any actions taken by victims to pro-
tect themselves or property at the time
of the incident.

Basie demogreaphice information on
the households of all respondents, such
ag family income, number of household
members, and frequency of residential
mobility, as well as personal data on
each regpondent (sge, race, ethnieity,
sex, marital status, relationship to
other household members, education,
and membership in the Armed Forces)
are also collected.

Current BJS objectives for the NC8
program are as follows:

® To provide trend data that will serve
as a set of continuous and comparable
national social indicators for the rate
of victimization for selected erimes of
violence and crimes of theft and for
other factors related to crime and
vietimization in support of national
criminal justice poliey and decision-
making and in support of informed
public discussion.

@ To provide policymakers at the na-
tional, State, and local levels as well as
the research community with a data
base that constitutes the best available
empirical information concerning crime
vietims and vietimization,

e To facilitate analytical research on
issues of public concern and of conse~
quence to the development of national,
State, and local eriminal justice policy.

o To provide empirical information rel-
evant to understanding the differences
between the rate of crimes reported to
the police and the vietimization rate.




e To provide empirical information con-
cerning the characteristics of vietims
and conseguences of the victimization
that will be useful in designing, imple-
menting, and maintaining victim
“assistance programs. .

® To provide empirical information that
assists individuals and households in
avoiding vietimization.

o To assist State and local governments
in evaluating the feasibility and utility
of local vietimization surveys.

_ @ To provide empirieal information on
perceived satisfaction with the eriminal
justice system.

e To gather information on a regular
basis concerning attitudes toward
crime, criminals, and erime controi.

. Genesgis of the NCS redesign

The roots of the NCS redesign extend
back a decade to an evuluation of the
program by the National Academy of
Sciences (NAS), The academy's recom-
mendations concerning P CS redesign
were published in 1976." Among the
NAS recommendations were the
following:

@ More NCS resources should be
devoted to "delineation of product
objectives, to managerial coordination,
to data analysis and dissemination, and
to a continuing program of method-
ological research and evaluation."

e The NCS should produce "not only
nationwide and regional data, but, on
the same timetable, estimates for
separately identifiable Standard Metro~
politan Statistical Areas (SMSA's) and
for at least the five largest central
eities within them. .. ."

e The NCS screener, that is, that part
of the questionnaire that ascertains
whether the respondent has been a
erime victim, needs to be drastically
altered to increase its effectiveness in
prodding respondents’ memories and to
minimize its complexity.

o Additional questions need to be added
to allow measurement of independent
variables important for understanding
the dynamics of erime victimization.
These would include questicns dealing
with ecological factors, vietim charac-
teristics, lifestyle, and protective or
preventive measures.

e "A major methodological effort on
optimum field and survey design for the
NCS8 should be undertaken,"

ISurveying Crime, Bettye K. Eidson Penick, ed.
{Washington: Natlonal Academy of Seciences, 1876).

Following the academy’s evaluation,
an internal review of the NC8 program
was begun that ultimately indicated a
need for intensive examination and
subsequent redesign of the NCS. A
projeet was subsequently approved that
would comprise a comprehensive reex-
amination of all aspects of the NC8,
including questionnaire design, sample,
collection strategies, administration of
the survey, error properties, analytic
capabilities, dissemination of data and
findings, and utilization of NCS data.
In 1979, after a competitive procure-
ment process, a contract was awarded
to the Bureau of Social Science
Research (BSSR) in Washington, D.C.,
to perform this work. BSSR headed a
congortium of eriminological, survey
design, and statistical experts who
contributed to various phases of the
projeet. In addition, the project re-
ceived guidance from an Advisory Panel
drawn from the eriminal justice, statis-
ties, and social sclence communities.

The composition of this consortium
varied over the life of the project,
reflecting the changing nature of the
work required during different phases
of the redesign. The following organi-
zations participated in the consortium
over the course of the project: Carnegie-
Mellon University, the National Opinion
Research Center, the Research Triangle
Institute, the Survey Research Center
at the University of Michigan, Westat,
and Yale University. In addition, a
number of consultants were hired for
various short-term and intermittent
tasks, which included statistical
modeling and questionnaire construc-
tion.

HL Issues addressed
by the NCS8 redesign

The research and development work
undertaken for the NCS redesign
focused on three broad coneerns: The
accuracy of data collected by the
survey, the methodology used to collect
data, and the enhancement of options
for data analysis provided by the
survey,

A. Accuracy

There are several sources of error in
NCS data. Among these are respondent
fallure to report crime incidents, errors
in dating the occurrence of vietimiza-
tions, and inaccuracy in reporting
incident details. The redesign project
examined a riumbe~ of NCS features in
which chianges might improve the
accuracy of c¢rime incident data.

1. Bereening strategy

The NCS questionnaire is divided into
two components--an initial screener
given to all respondents and a crime
incident form, which colleets detalled
information about each incident. The
redesign project investigated a number
of promising changes in screening
strategy to increase the number of
eligible incidents reported. A major
question was whether the current
approach--which involves asking re-
spondents directly about several types
of violent or theft-related events—
adequately stimulates respondents'
memories of crimes that they had
experienced during the previous 8
months. A related concern was that
certain classes of respondents, differ-
entiated by education, income, and
race, might react differently to the
screening task, thereby producing
biases related to these attributes.

The major proposed changes that
were ultimately tested included asking
respondents about victimizations that
occurred in various lifs "domains" such
as work and leisure, providing many
short cues to help trigger memory of
incidents in these life contexts, and
attempting to evoke the sort of emo-
tional states that might result from a
crime incident (such as anger or fear)
before administering the screening
questions. The aim of these innovations
was both to elicit increased reporting
of crime incidents and to structure the
recall task to a greater degree so that
cognitive and subcultural differences
among respondents would have a
smaliler impact on the reporting of
crime incidents.

Tests of these proposed changes to
the screener were conducted in 1981,
1983, 1984, and 1985. Refinements to
the new screening strategy ultimately
produced an overall improvement of
28% in vietimizatlon reporting when
compared in a split ballot test to a
procedure virtually identical to that
currently in use. These results were
very promising, and, as a result, the
Census Bureau is conducting a national
test of a screener based on these im-~
provements with the goal of ultimately
replacing the current NC8 screener,
This new screener adopts the short-cues
approach used in earlier tests and
incorporates questions evoking differ-
ent life domains. However, it does not
include questions designed to evoke
emotional states, given the negligible
effect of these items in earlier tests.




The impact of NCS respondent rules
on victimization reporting was also
studied as part of the NCS redesign
project. Currently, all respondents in a
household are asked sereening questions
regarding crimes of violence and per-
sonal theft, However, for household
erimes (household larceny, burglary,
and motor vehicle theft), one knowl-
edgeable household member is selected
as a household regpondent. Analysis of
reporting rates revealed that household
respondents are more likely to report
personal incidents than are nonhouse-
hold respondents. Thig effect may he
partially attributed to NCS interview-
ing procedures that could be easily
corrected. However, the effect may
also be the result of the respondent
having the added stimulation of hearing
the household screening questions
before the personal questionnaire
items. To correct for this effect, and
to encourage fuller reporting of
household crime ineidents, the NCS
Redesign Consortium recommended
that a uniform screening procedure be
adopted in which all household members
would be given both personal and house-
hold sereening questions.

This was perhaps the most complex
issue that the redesign project faced,
and it is beyond the scope of this report
to detalil the tradeoffs that had to be
evaluated.” However, after all avail-
able information on the current and
uniform screening models had been
weighed, it became apparent that there
was no way to design a household
screening procedure that was entirely
free of error. In our opinion, the
proposed remedies for the household
respondent effect would have substi-
tuted nther difficulties and biases in
producing reliable household crime esti-
mates, Further, the presence of other
household members during an interview,
which may have biasing effects for both
the current and proposed uniform
sereening procedures, cannot be con-
trolied by the interviewer and therefore
introduces an additional source of
error. Ultimately, BJS chose to retain
the current procedure because its error
properties are at least partly under-
stood and because a superior
alternative was not available, in spite
of great effort to produce one.

2l?or a more complete treatment of this lssue, see

Redesign of the Naticnal Crime Survey,
NCJ-111457, February 1989,

2. Bounding

Another source of NCS error is the
inaccurate reporting of the dates or
time periods during which vietimiza-
tions occurred. Events may be reported
to have taken place later than they
actually occurred (forward telescoping)
or earlier (backward telescoping). NCS
data collection procedures are designed
to minimize such error by "bounding"
interviews with data collected during
previous interviews, Incidents reported
during the second through seventh in-
terviews at a housing location are
checked against data reported during
the previous interview to ensure that
the incident is Indeed 8 new one and did
not occur during the previous reference
period. Because the first interview is
unbounded, these data are not currently
used for estimation and are used only to
bound the subsequent interview.
However, if a respondent is unavailable
for one or more interviews while he or
she is in sgample and is then subse-
quently interviewed, data collected
during this later interview are neces-
sarily unbounded. Also, data will be
unbounded for individuals who become
household members after the initial
interview of a household and for re-
placement households that enter the
sample because the original household
has moved, Unlike data collected
during Initial interviews, unbounded data
collected in thege cases are in fact used
in estimation. The proposed strategy to
reduce the amount of such unbounded
data is the adoption of a longitudinal
design for the NCS in which original
sample persons would be retained in
sample and followed if they move%
from the original sample location.

Although data collected during the
first Interview at a housing location are
inherently unbounded, the redesign
project investigated the feasibility of
beginning to use these data in estima-
tion. The proposed solution was to
adjust these date for inflated vietimi-
zation reporting due to lack of
bounding, time-in-sample effects, and
other design features. This strategy
would allow either an increase in
precision by effectively increasing the
usable NCS sample size by a sixth or a
major cost savings through a sample
cut. BJS has approved this change in
use of initial interview data, but a final
decision on the date for implementing
this revision awalts further develop~
ment of the adjustment procedures by
the Census Bureau,

3gee the following section on longitudinal design for
characteristics and other benefits of this approach.

3. Reference period issues

The reference period for a particular
interview Is defined as that segment of
time during which crime vietimizations
are eligible to be reported. Since the
inception of the NCS, the reference
period has been the 8-month period
ending on the last day of the month
preceding the interview. In investigat-
ing the effect of reference period length
on the volume of crimes reported, the
NCS Redesign Consortium found that
incidents are disproportionately re-
ported to have occurred toward the end
of the reference period. This finding
may be due either to forward telescop-
ing within the reference period or to
disproportionate memory failure for
incidents further from the date of
interview. To reduce this type of re-
porting error, the consortium recom-
mended shortening the reference
period.

Adopting this option would increase
the data collection budget of the NCS,
however, because more interviews
would be required over a given time
period. With a fixed data collection
budget, the alternative option would be
to cut sample size, avoiding an increase
in the number of interviews conducted.
This option would resuit in increased
sampling error for the NCS, making it
more difficult to detect annual changes
in NCS rates. Therefore, no option was
superior on all relevant parameters.
Considering the importance of reliable
calculation of annual changes in NCS
rates against the potential errors
resulting from a longer reference
period, BJS de¢ided to retain the
current 6-month reference period,

Alihough the 6-month reference period

will be retained, BJS did decide to
make other changes in practices for ac-
cepting inecident reports for a particular
interview. Currently, if a respondent
reports an incident that occurred in the
month of the interview, that is, after
the reference period that the interview
covers, he or she i3 asked to defer
giving details on this crime until the
next interview. This practice provides
a temporai breakoff, which aids com-
puting crime estimates but risks later
inaccurate recell or even failure to
report these incidents. To remedy this
problem, BJS8 will implement gxn
interview-to-interview recouuting
procedure that accepts reports of all
incidents that have occurred since the
previous interview. Data for all inei-
derts that have occurred after the end
of the reference period will be attached
to the data record for the subsequent
interview. This changs In interviewing
procedures will be phesed in along with
the new short-cues screening interview.




4. Series crimes

One class of erime that presents partie-
ular difficulties for estimation and for
collecting detailed crime data is the
geries crime--that in whiceh the re-
spondent has been repeatedly vietim-
ized to the point that details blur in
memory and cannot be disentangled
into separate crime ineident reports.
(Some examples are repeated spouse
abuse, frequent incidents of vandalism,
and regular threats or actual assault at
school.) A series incident is currently
defined as & erime in which at least
three similar incidents have cecurred
and for which the respondent cannot
recall dates and details well enough to
report them separately. At this time,
erime incident data are ccllected only
for the most recent series event.

Serles ineldents have been excluded
from annual vietimization estimates,
and in recent years special NCS reports
have counted them as only one vietimi-
zation. In both cases, erime incidents
are obvlously undercounted, but BJS has
been reluctant to weight these inci-
dents up to the estimated number of
recurrences. One reason for this
practice is that several different types
of erime may be bound together in a
séries. In such a case, the type of
erime committed in the last incident in
the series would be inflated above its
actual level, Similar distortions may
oceur when respondents indicate that
they have experienced a very large
number of victimizations (for example,
"*This hag happened to me hundreds of
times."), Another problem is that multi-
ple victimizations, such as continual
spouse abuse, are not easily recalled as

- a discrete number of vietimization

incidents, and attempting to record this
type of series victimization as an
enumeration of incidents may not ac-
curately reflect the nature of this type
of vietimization.

Recognizing the difficulty that series
crimes pose, BJS has decided to raise
the minimum threshold for accepting a
series report from three to six inel-
dents, implementing this revision with
the new screener. The result will be
that if a respondent reports three to
five similar incidents to an interviewen,
data on each incident will be collected.
Under current procedures, the inter-
viewer might record one series incident
instead. We will continue to collect
data on the characteristies of the last
incident in a series but will also gather
information on the aggregate character
of incldents in a series.

B. Data collection

In addition to changes in the way
crime incident data are elicited and
organized, the NCS redesign also ex-
amined the techniques used to collect
data, including sample design, data
collection technologies, and respondent
rules. This work provided a number of
suggestions both for improving data
quality and for reducing costs.

1. SBample design

A number of options for revising the
NCS sample design were evaluated
during the course of the redesign
project. One alternative was a dual-
frame, mixed-mode design that would
use simultaneous samples of telephone
numbers and addresses. Telephone
interviews would be taken with those in
the random-digit-dial (RDD) telephone
sample, and a combination of telephone
and personal visit interviews would be
used for the area (address) frame
cases. Although development costs
would be larger than for a single-frame
design, this option would result in
reduced field costs and would provide
better measurement of collection mode
effects (telephone vs. personal
interview) than the current design.

This option was rejected for two
reasons: First, telephone interviews
not preceded by an interview conducted
in person produced disappointing
response rates in NCS tests; second,
there is little information available on
cumulative response rates for RDD-
based panel surveys, and time and funds
were not adequate to conduct a
multiwave test of RDD data collec-
tion. Given the effort and expense that
would be required to develop an RDD
sampling frame and the risk that use of
this frame might be discontinued,; BJS
decided not to implement a random-
digit-dial phone sample at this time.

Another design option was to termi-
nate use of the present sampling frame
based on decennial census address
records and replace it with a frame
listed by Census Bureau field personnel
before selection of sample housing
units. Such a design would increase
costs at the sampling stage but free
BJS to use the sample units for fol~
lowup surveys that could be conducted
by non-Census Bureau organizations.
Title XIII statutory restrictions
covering decennial census records
prohibit such use with the current
sample, This option was ultimately
rejected because its potential utility
did not justify the substantial costs
required to implement and maintain the
sampling frame.

Finally, alternate ways to stratify
the NCS sample were studled in order
to make it more accurate. One major
change was to stratify by a composite
erime index developed from the FBI's
UCR data. This change was imple-
mented in 1986 as part of a sample
redesign based on the 1980 decennial .
eensus and should enable produetion of
NCS estimates that are closer to popu-
lation values.

2. Longitudinal design

Throughout the project, the NCS
Redesign Consortium considered pro-
posals for substituting a true
longitudinai design for the current
cross-sectional data structure. This
design crange was evaluated in terms
of its potential for enhanced accuracy,
analytic options, fersibility, and cost.
The NCS has had some features of &
longitudinal survey since its inception,
in that rotating panels of households
are interviewed for seven successive
interviews at 6-month intervals. How-
ever, no attempt {s made to retain in
sample those respondents who move,
though attempts to link NCS records
have been performed after the fact by
independent researchers for special
purposes. Retaining in sample those
respondents who move and introducing
a.longitudinal processing system facili-
tating record linkage will allow use of
more powerful statistical techniques
for caleulating annual change estimates
and will enhance the long-term repre-
sentativeness of a population-based
NCS sample, thereby reducing error. In
addition to its potential for redueing
unbounded data, such a design will al-
low us to address a number of impor-
tant analytie issues more fully:

o the long-term consequences of
eriminal victimization

# long-term contacts of victims with
the eriminal justice system

® the dynamies of repeated vicetimi-
zation

¢ time-related causal factors in
vietimization

# the role of erime vietimization in
geographie mability.

BJS has endorsed the implementation
of a full person-based longitudinal
design. This design would follow per-
sons interviewed in the first wave of a
panel for a total of seven waves, re-
gardless of where they moved within
the United States. All age-eligible
members of households in whieh any
principeal person resides would also be
interviewed at each wave,




National Crime Survey redesign long-term implementation schedule:
Questionnaire testing, processing system development, and instrument comparisons

July 1987 October 1987 January 1838 April 1988
Questionnaire Conduct wave 1 of
testing and national question-
revisions naire test
Analyze results
and revise
questionnaire
Office of Manage- Submit proposed  Obtain OMB clear- Submit packages
ment and Budget questionnaire ance and signoff for 5% stage of
reviews package for forwaves 1 & 2 of phase-in and for
waves 1 & 2 of national test long-term data
national test quality test
Phase-in of now
questionnaire
and comparisons to
cuirent instrument
July 1989 October 1989 January 1980 April 1990
Phase-in of new Prepare questionnaire Implement 50%

questionnaire and
comparisons to
current instrument

forms and train inter-

July 1991

Implement 100%
stage of phase-in

Phase-in of new
questionnaire

and comparisons to
current instrument

Processing system

viewers for 50% phase-in

October 1991

stage of phase-in

January 1992 April 1992

Develop and implement statistical splicing techniques to
compare effects of current and new questionnaires on
victimization reporting. Utilize data collected during 50%
stage of phase-in for controlled comparisons.

in place

> First preliminary
release using
long-term data

July 1988

Conduct wave 2 of
national question-

naire test

Obtain OMB clear-
ance and signoff
for 5% phase-in and
for long-term data
quality test

Prepare questionnaire
forms and train inter-
viewers for 5% phase-in

July 1890

July 1992

Implement
splicing
routines

B .

Qctober 1988

Analyze results
and revise
questionnaire

Final decision
on question-
naire content

Decide to
50% stagd

Begin to d

processin

Im

st

October 1990 J
Final decision Tra

to implement 100% for
stage of phase-in

First final release
using long-term data

October 1992 ‘
4




anuary 1989

April 1989

Submit final
questionnaire
package (50%
stage of phase-in)

Obtain OMB clear-
ance and signoff
for final question-
naire package (50%
stage of phase-in)

Final decision to
implement 50%
stage of phase-in

begin work on
» of phase-in

evelop
3 system

iplement 5%
age of phase-in

Conduct long-term
data quality test

Analyze long-term
data quality test

"nuary 1991 April 1991

n interviewers
100% phase-in

Implementing this design would likely
cause 8 small increase in NCS variances
and nonsampling error but a large in-
cresse in the costs of the survey.

There are also major programming and
design probleins to be resolved before
such a design could be implemented by
the Census Buresu. Consequently, BJS
does not yet have a schedule for this
change. A final decision awaits review
of the cost implications of adopting a
full longitudinal design and the charac-
teristics of the longitudinal processing
system and file production procedures
developed by the Census Bureau for the
Survey of Income and Program Partici-
pation (SIPP), which has longitudinal
characteristics similar to those re-
quired for the NCS,

As an interim measure; BJS plans to
attach a longitudinal supplement to the
current NCS design. This supplement
will identify a subpopulation of
interest--for example, vietims of
violent erime--and will ask a set of
followup questions at the next inter-
view regarding consequences and
subsequent contact with the eriminal
justice system. Victims who have
moved from the sample address will be
followed to obtain these data.

3. Collection modes

As part of the NCS redesign, BJS evalu-
ated a number of alternative daiz col-
lection modes. In addition to personal
and telephone interviewing in use at the
time, alternatives included Computer-
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI),
Computer-Assisted Personal Interview-
ing (CAPI), and self-administered ques-
tionnaires. Plans to revise NCS data-
gathering technigues are deseribed
below:

a. CATI

This technology involves programming
the questionnaire into a computer at a
centralized telephone facility and, in
place of a paper-and-pencil question-
naire, flashing questionnaire items onto
a video monitor for the interviewer to
read. Responses are entered at the
interviewer's keyboard during the
interview and become part of the dats
record for that respondent. This
procedure reduces error in all phases of
data production: interviewing, data
entry, and processing. It improves
interviewer performance by letting sup-
ervisors unobtrusively monitor and
assist interviewers.

After several years of development
work, the Census Bureau began rigorous
testing in January 1987. The Bureau
almed to determine the impact of CATI

on data quality, reporting rates, costs,
and work distribution amot:z phone and
field interviewers. Test casés were
drawn from NCS sample households,
Evaluation of CATI has been very
positive, and this mode of data
collection will be implemented for
eligible respondents who are given the
new NCS questionnaire in January
1990. CATI, however, will not be
utilized In certain e¢ircumstances:

@ All NCS interviews for the initial and
fifth of the seven scheduled interviews
for households in sample will be con-
ducted In person to elevate response
rates and to establish and maintain rap-
port with respondents. No household
will recelve its initial NCS contact

- from a CATI faeility.

e Respondents without access to a tele-
phone or who refuse during the first
interview to receive subsequent inter-
views by telephone will continue to be
interviewed in person. ,

@ To minimize disruption of field-
interviewer staffing and workloads and
to avoid elimination of some single-
interviewer Primary Sampling Units
(PSU's), CATI will only be implemented
in PSU's that are covered by more than
one interviewer.

b. CAPI

CAPI uses technology similar to CATI,
except that the questionnaire is
programmed into a portable laptop
computer, instead of a computer in a
centralized telephone faecility, and
wouid be used by NCS field interview-
ers. Although this technology does not
allow the unobtrusive monitoring capa-
bilities provided by CAT], it offers
many of the same error-reduction
features for interviewing and data
processing. While CAPI shows promise
for NCS applications, development has
not advanced to the point where BJS
can make a firm commitment to adopt
it, ‘

¢. Telephone interviewing

Evaluations of NCS data collected by
telephone have revealed no discernible
biases when compared to field inter-
views but have shcwn evidénce of sub-
stantial cost savings. As aresult the
agency has adopted a policy of collect-
ing as much data as possible by tele-
phone. When CATI is implemented in
1990, all households in multiple- .
interviewer PSU's scheduled for tele-
phone interviews will be contacted by
the CATI facility. Telephone-eligible
households in remaining PSU's will be
contacted by field interviewers from
their own homes.




‘4. Respondent rules

In addition to the uniform secreening
strategy discussed above, BJS con-
sidered one other change in rules for
gelecting and interviewing respond-
ents,. When the survey was originally
implemented, all household members
age 14 and older were interviewed di-
rectly to determine whether they had
experienced any violent or personal
property crimes. Proxy interviews
were obtained for the youngest eligible
respondents, ages 12 and 13. However,
studies of proxy date showed that proxy
interviews produced less reliable data
than personal interviews. Consequently,
the redesign project advocated inter-
viewing all respondents age 12 and
older, a procedure that BJS adopted
beginning in July 1986. Proxy inter-
views of 12~ and 13-year-old respond-
ents are now conducted only when a
responsible adult in the household
refuses to allow a personal interview.

C. Enhancement of analysig sptions

Although the NCS offers a rich
source of data on the incidence and
characteristics of personal and
household vietimization, a number of
shorteomings have been identified as
BJS and other users have gained experi-
ence with NCS data. Consequently,
revisions are being made to improve the
analytic utility of the data set. These
changes include-~
e altering the scope of erimes measured
by the NCS
o adding questions to provide new inde-
pendent variables
¢ revising questions dealing with the
outcomes of crime
¢ including topical supplements to the
NCS on a regular basis.

1. Altering the scope of NCB crimes

One of the goals of the NCS redesign
project was to investigate ways in
which the scope of measured crimes
could be expanded. A number of the
erimes studied did not appeasr to be
promising for measurement using vie-
tim survey methods because of the
rarity of the crime or concerns about
the potential unreliability of victim
reports. Vandalism, however, appeared
to be a promising addition to the sur-
vey, and measurement of this erime
will be introduced at the same time the
new short-cues screener is implemented.

Several measurement difficulties had
to be overcome before vandalism could
be included as a regular NCS crime
type. One problem was that personal
and household vandalism had to be dis-
tinguished from other types of vandal-

ism not in scope for the survey, such as
damage to common areas in gspartment
buildings or to neighborhood objects
such as street signs. Other crimes,
particularly attempted burglary, may
be confused with vandalism because
they have characteristies in common,
such as damage to screens or windows.
To minimize such problems, all van-
dalism screening and incident data
collection will be performed after
screening for all other NCS trimes and
before incident reports for any of these
other crimes are taken.

Although the NCS will soon gather nev
data on this type of crime, the scope of
crimes covered will be narrowed in
snother way: Personal larceny without
contact will be virtually eliminated as a
discrete crime classification. All
larcenies, except for personal larcenies
with contact (for example, pocket
picking and purse snatching) and those
related to motor vehicles, will be
recorded as household larcenies,
regardless of which household member
first reports the incident. This change
will eliminate the analytie and concep-
tual difficulties caused by the current
definitions of larceny, which classify
some larcenies as personhal or household
solely on the basis of the loeation from
which property was stolen. This new
classification scheme will also not rely
on distinetions regarding which house-
hold member(s) own stolen property,
thus avoiding difficult declsions that
affect larceny estimation and assign~
ment of incidents to individual records
in NCS data files.

2. New independent variables

a. Vietim behavior. One problem with
the original questionnaire was its fail-
ure to provide much useful information
on the interaction between victims and
offenders during a violent erime inet-
dent. To correct this deficiency, in
1986 detailed questions were added
asking respondents what they did about
the incident while it was in progress,
whether they believed their actions
helped or hurt their situation, and what
the nature of the impact was. Ques-
tions were also added to determine the
effect of actions by other individuals
who were present and to examine
whether the respondent, the offender,
or somecne else was the first to use, or
threaten to use, physical force.

b. Lifestyle variables. The NCS has
always collected detailed demographie
information about respondents and
households in the sample. While these
data are useful for distingulshing the
vietimization experiences of speecial
populations, they do little to iluminate

the circumstances under whieh victimi-
zation is more or less likely to oceur,
To remedy this, questions dealing with
lifestyle were tested in a Vietim Risk
Supplement (VRS) to the NCS in 1984.
As a result, items dealing with the
frequency of several routine activities
(shopping, evenings away from home,
and use of publie transportation) have
been incorporated into the short-cues
sereener. In addition, in 1986 BJS
added several new items to the NCS
incident form to help assess vulnera-
bility to vietimization. These questions
measure whether the incident occurred
in an area open to the public, whether
it occurred outdoors, and the distance
of the place of victimization from the
respondent's home. Finally, to measure
lifestyle predictors of victimization in
more detall, BJS plans to administer at
least one additional supplement similar
to the VRS. This supplement will be
administered after phase-in of the new
questionnaire has been completed.

e. Other independent variables. In
addition to the infermation deseribed
above, other new or revised question-
naire items useful for iluminating the
dynamics of eriminal vietimization were
incorporated into the incident form in
1986. These include new questions
dealing with perceived substance abuse
by offenders and with multiple vietimi-~
zations by the same offender.
Expanded coding has also been imple-
mented for the place of crime occur-
rence and for use of a weapon by
offenders.

3. Outcome varinbles

Although the NCS has provided a large
quantity of data on the consequences of
vietimization, a number of changes
have been made to improve its analytie
flexibility in this area. These alter-
ations include clarification of the
means used by offenders to cause in-
jury, expanded eoding for property loss,
and new items detailing contacts with
the criminal justice system.

4. Supplements

In addition to improving the analytic
potential of the ongoing NCS, BJS plans
to attach periodic supplements to the
survey more frequently. Some supple-
ments would include regularly sched-
uled sets of items to collect data that
are not essential for ongoing adminis-
tration. Others would be one-time
supplements on erime-related topics of
interest to nolicymaking officials.




Supplement planning is well under
way. BJS and the National Institute of
Justice (N1J) have developed a jointly
sponsored research program using the
NCS to collect data on special topies
relevent to both eriminal justice policy
and basic knowledge of criminal vietim-
ization. Through a competitive proc-
ess, BJS and NiJ will select a research
firm to coordinate development of the
questionnaire for each one-time topical
supplement. The organization selected
will solicit expert assistance to develop
questions and issues to be covered.
These experts will also be asked to
suggest strategies for analyzing the
resulting data set. BJS and NIJ will
fund analyses of supplement data.

Attaching supplements to the NCS
must be guided by concern for the im-
pact on responses to regular NCS gues-
tions and the potential for affecting
NCS rates. Cost and the availability of
Census Bureau staff will also place con-
straints on the supplement program.
Two supplements have already been
scheduled. One dealing with school
crime was developed during fiscal 1988,
with data collection in fiscal 1989,
Secondly, after the new short-cues
screener has been fully implemented in
1991, BJS will repeat a Vietim Risk
Supplement similar to the one carried
out in February 1984,

IV. Transition to a revised NC8

BJS, Census Bureau staff, and the
NCS Redesign Consortium recognized
from the outset that the redesign might
affect NCS rates. For instance, a re~
vised NCS screener is likely to elevate
rates solely because it is more effec-
tive in soliciting reports of crime.
Planning discussions on implementing
changes reached an early consensus
that survey revisions should be made as
quickly as possible so that analysis of
important new questions could begin,
but that revisions should be coordinated
to minimize potential disruption to the
NCS series. The strategy chosen to re-
alize these goals was to divide proposed
revigions into two groups--those that
had potential for affecting NCS rates
and those that had little likelihood of
doing so. Proposed changes judged to
be non-rate affecting were pretested by
the Census Bureau and implemented in
July 1986, Remaining revisions that
show promise In further pretesting will
be implemented beginning in 1989, As
many rate-affecting changes as possible
will be implemented simultaneously to
provide a clean series break, thereby
minimizing series disruption.

Various models have been discussed
to calibrate data collected with new
instruments ageinst data collected with
older ones. Current plans call for the
Census Bureau to administer the old
and new instruments concurrently at
half-sample each for 16 months during
phase~in of the new instrument. This
plan should provide adequate data for
testing and selecting an appropriate
statistical spiice for the two series. By
controlling for rate-affecting changes
introduced by the new guestionnaire,
this splice will allow comparisons of
data collected before and after the
rate-affecting changes for at least the
major erime types.

BJS and the Census Bureau have
agreed on a four-component compre-
hensive plan for the remaining
implementation:

A, Teating

A three-wave national test of 1,000
cases will be used for final revisions of
the short-zues questionnaire. Data for
the first two waves were collected in
February/March and August/September
1988, and the remaining wave will be
administered in February/March 1989,
Respondents are drawn from unused
NCS sample cases. A control group of
1,000, having the same maturity in
sample as the test group, was selected
from the regular NCS sample to facili-
tate comparisons of current and proposed
screening strategies. Experience with
the revised questionnaire will allow
refinement of questionnaire content
and study of both cumulative response
rates and multi-wave trends in vietim-
ization reporting.

B. Phase-in

A three-step, phased implementation of
the new guestionnaire will begin in
January 1989, when an instrument
reflecting experience from the first
wave of the national test will be
implemented for a random 5% of
regular NCS cases. This first step of
the phase-in will give Census Bureau
tield office personnel experience in
using the new questionnaire and will
allow us to identify and correct prob-
lems, Data collected with the new in-
strument during this step of the phase-
in will not be used for estimation.

Final revisions to the questionnaire
will be incorporated after all three
pretests are completed. This revised
instrument will be Implemented for a
random 50% of the NCS sample in Jan-
uary 1990, At the same time, CATI
will also be fully implemented in sam-
ple households assigned to receive the
new questionnaire. The final step of
the phase-in calls for the new question-
naire and CATI to be implemented for
the full sample in July 1991. In
addition to providing adequate data for
developing a statistical splice, this plan
enables BJS to continue publishing an-
nual and yearly change estimates during
phase-in, It also provides adequate
time to detect and correct problems
before data collected with the new
questionnaire must be relied on for
official estimates.

C. Statistical splice

Work on this activity should begin in
1991, Statistical modeis will be
developed to adjust for the effects of
long-term changes {for example, dif-
ferences in screener efficiency and
data collection modes) on victimization
reporting. Adjustment factors will be
developed for major crime types and
possibly for other important variables if
reliable differences are found. Second-
step phase-in data will be used for
these analyses. This actlvity should be
completed by July 1992,

D. Processing system

A new processing system must be
written to prepare NCS data files and
produce annual tabulations. This work
may begin as soon as final questionnaire
decisions are made and should be com-
pleted before the new questionnaire is
implemented for the full sample in July
1991.




V. Conclusion

The Bureau of Justice Statistics has
devoted more than a decade to evaluat-
ing all aspects of the National Crime
Survey, beginning with the National
Academy of Sciences report and
extending through the NCS redesign
oroject. The NCS is one of the largest
surveys conducted by the Federal Gov-
ernment, Given its central role in
providing data and statistics on the
incidence of criminal vietimization in
the United States, it cleerly merits the
quality of scrutiny that this report
describes,

The redesign project will not be
complete until BJS has granted final
approval for several planned revisions
and implemented approved changes
successfully. Phase-in of the new ques-
tionnaire is scheduled to begin in
January 1989 and should be completed
by July 1991, if earlier stages of
implementation have revealed no major
problems. The various decision points
for questionnaire implementation are
presented in the flowchart on pages 4
and 5. In addition to questionnaire
changes, several other issues remain to
be resolved before the project is com~
pleted. The most important of these is
the implementation of a person-based
longitudinal design.

The NCS Redesign Consortium was
charged with recommending the best
possible design for a survey-to collect
data on eriminal vietimizstion. BJS is
satisfied that the high-quality research
and development done for this project
have provided the best available
methodological information for improv-
ing the NCS,

In making final design decisions, BJS
had to balance the consortium’s recom-~
mendations against the organizational
and budgetary constraints inherent in
an ongoing survey program. Although
we were not able to adopt all revisions
suggested by the consortium, we be-
lieve that the redesigned survey is the
best that can now realistically be
achieved. We expect that the reviged
version of the National Crime Survey
will provide a more reliable, flexible,
and useful data series on household and
personal victlxn!zation well into the
next century.

4For a more comprehensive deseription of the NCS
redesign, see Redesign of the National Crime
Survey, NCJ-111457, February 1989, BJS will
continue to present results from the redesign
profect in a varisty of formats, including Special
Reports and Technical Reports that present data
from the new questionnaire items and outline
technical issues raised by analysls of new data.

The Assistant Attorney General,
Office of Justice Programs, ccor-
dinates the activities of the
following program offlces and
bureaus: the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, National Institute of
Justice, Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance, Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention, and
the Office for Vietims of Crime.
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Bureau of Justice Statisties
Technical Reports are written
principally by BJS staff. This
repcrt was prepared by Bruce M.
Taylor, who monitored the NCS
redesign project under the super-
vision of Patsy A. Klaus and
Charles R. Kindermann. BJS
Deputy Director Benjamin H.
Renshaw !l edited the report and
chaired the Implementation Task
PForce. Thomas Hester provided
additional editorial assistance.
Other NCB staff at BJS who pro-
vided assistance on the project
were Michael R. Rand, Marshall
DeBerry, Richard Dodge, Caroline
Wolf Harlow, Kelly 8him,
Catherine J. Whitaker, and Anits
Timrots (formerly of BJS).
Marilyn Marbrook administered
publication, assisted by Tina
Dorsey, Jeanne Harris, and Yvonne
Shields.

The major research and devel-
opment effort of the NCS redesign
was done by a number of organiza-
tions, principally the Bureau of
Social Science Research, the
Survey Research Center at the
University of Michigan, and the
Research Triangle Institute.

At the Bureau of the Census,
invaluable assistance for NCS
regsearch and development was
provided by James R. Wetzel
{Chief, Center for Demographi¢
Studies), Robert N. Tinari (Chief,
Crime Surveys Branch), Lawrence
8. MeGinn (Deputy Chief and sub-
sequent Chief, Crime Surveys
Branch), and Charles H. Alexander
(Chief, Victimization and Expend-
iture Survey Branch, Statistical
Methods Division).

March 1888, NCJ-115571




Bureau of Justice Statistics
reports
(revised January 1989)

Call toit-free 800-732-3277 (local
301-251-5500) to order BJS reports,
to be added to one of the BJS mailing
lists, or to speak to a reference
specilalist in statistics at the Justice
Statistics Gh.s ringhouse, National
Criminal Justice Reference Service,
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850.

BJS maintains the foilowing
mailing lists:

Drugs and crime daia (new)

White-collar ¢rime (new

National Crime Survey (annual)

Corrections (annual}

Juvenile corrections (annual)

Courts (annual)

Privacy and security of criminal

history information and

information policy

Federal statistics (annual)

BJS bulletins and special reports

gapproxlmately twice a month)
ourcebook of Criminal Justice

Statistics (annual)

Single copies of reports are free; use
NCJ number to order. Postage and
handling are charged for bulk orders
of single reports. For single copies of
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free;
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20;
libraries call for special rates.
Public-use tapes of BJS data sets
and other criminal justice data are
available from the National Archive
of Criminal Justice Data (formerly
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, %
48106 (toll-free 1-800-999-0960).

National Crime Survey

Criminal victimization In the U.S.:
19886 (final report), NCJ-111456, 9/88
1985 {final report), NCJ-104273, 5/87
1984 (final report), NCJ-100435, 5/86
1983 {final report), NCJ-96458, 10/85

BJS special repcris:

The redesighed National Crime
Survey: Selected new data, NCJ-
114746, 1/89

Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-109978, 3/88

Elderly victims, NCJ-107676, 11/87

Violent crime trends, NCJ-107217,
11/87

Robbery victims, NCJ-104638, 4/87

Vlolent crima by strangers and
nonstrangers, NCJ-103702, 1/87

Preventing domestic violence against
women, NCJ-102037, 8/86

Crime prevention measures,
NCJ-100438, 3/86

The use of weapons In committing
crimes, NCJ-98643, 1/86

Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ-
99432, 12/85

Locating city, suburban, and rural
crime, NCJ-99635, 12/85

The risk of violent crime; NCJ-97119,
5/85

The economic cost of crime to victims,
NCJ-93450, 4/84

Family violence, NCJ-93449, 4/84

BJS bulletins:

Criminal victimization 1987, NCJ-
113587, 10/88

Housseholds touched by crime, 1987,
NCJ-111240,5/88

The crime of rape, NCJ-96777, 3/85

Household burglary, NCJ-96021, 1/85

Violent crime by strangers, NCJ-80829,
4/82

Crime and the eiderly, NCJ-79614, 1/82

Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81

Redssign of the National Crime
. Survey, NCJ-111457,1/89
The seasonality of crime victimization,
NCJ-111033, 6/88
Serles crimes: Report of a fleld test (BJS
technical report), NCJ-104615, 4/87
Crime and older Americans information
package, NCJ-104569, $10, 5/87
Lifetime likelihood of victimization, (BJS
technical report), NCJ-104274, 3/87
Tesnage victims, NCJ-103138,12/86

Response to screening questions in the
National Crime Survey (BJS techrical
report), NCJ-87624, 7/85

Victimization and fear of crime: World
perspactives, NCJ-83872,1/85, $9,15

The National Crime Survey: Working
papers, vol. I: Current and historical
perspectives, NCJ-75374, 8/82
vol. |l: Methodologlcal studies,
NCJ-90307, 12/84

Corrections

8JS bulletins and special reports:

‘Capital punishment 1987, NCJ-1119839,
7/88

Drug use and crime: State prison
Inmate survey, 1986, NCJ-111940,
7/88

Prisoners in 1987, NCJ-110331, 4/88

Timed served in priaon and on parole
1984,NCJ-108544, 1/88

Profile of State prison inmates, 1986,
NCJ-109926, 1/88

imprisonment in four countries, NCJ-
103967, 2/87

Population density in State prisons,
NCJ-103204, 12/86

State and Federal prisoners, 1925-85,
102494, 11/8G

Prison admisslons and releases, 1983,
NCJ-100582, 3/86

Examining recidivism, NC.I-96501, 2/85

Returning to prison, NCJ-85700, 11/84

Time served in prison, NCJ-93924, 6/84

Correctional popuiations in the U.S.:
1886, NCJ-111611,1/89
1985, NCJ-103957, 2/88

Historical statistics on prisoners in State
and Federal institutions, yearend
1925-86, NCJ-111098, 6/88

1984 census of State adult correctional
facilities, NCJ-1055885, 7/87

Historical corrections statistics in the
U.S., 1850-1984, NCJ-102529, 4/87

19789 survey of inmates of State correctional
facilitles and 1979 census of State
correctional facillties:

BJS special reports:
The prevalence of Imprisonment,
NCJ-93657, 7/85
Career patterns In crime, NCJ-
88672,6/83

BJS bulletins:

Prisoners and 'drugs, NCJ-87575,
3/83

Prisoners and alcohol, NCJ-86223,
1/83

Prisons and prisoners, NCJ-80697,
2/82

Veterans in prison, NCJ-79232, 11/81

Census of jalls and survey of jail Inmates:
BJS bulletins and speclal reports:
Jall inmatas, 1987, NCJ-114319,
12/88
Drunk driving, NCJ-109945, 2/388
Jall inmates, 1988, NCJ-107123,
10/87
The 1983 jall censua, NCJ-95536,
11/84

Census of local falls, 1983: Data for
individual jslls, vols, I-IV, Northeast,
Midwest, South, Wast, NCJ-112796-9;
vol, V, Selectad findings, methodology,
summary tables, NCJ-112795, 11/88

Qur crowded jalls: A national plight,
NCJ-111846,8/88

Parole and probation

BJS bulletins:
Probation and parole:
1987, NCJ-113948, 11/88
19886, NCJ-108012, 12/87
1985, NCJ-103683, 1/87
Setting prison terms, NCJ-76218, 8/83

BJS special reports:
Time served in prison and on parole,
1984, NCJ-108544, 1/88
Reclidivism of young parolees, NCJ-
104916, 5/87

Parole in the U.S., 1980 and 1981,
NCJ-87387, 3/86

Characteristics of persons entering
parole during 1978 and 1979, NCJ-
87243, 5/83

Children in custody

Census of public and private juvenite
detention, correctional, and shelter
facilities, 1975.85, NCJ-114065,

- 12/88

Survey of youth In custody, 1987
(special report), NCJ+-113365, 9/88

Public juvenile facilities, 1985
(bulletin), NCJ-102457, 10/86

1982-83 census of juvenile detentlon
and correctional facilities, NCJ-
101686, 9/86

Expenditure and employment

BJS bulletins:
Justice expenditure and employmant:
1985, NCJ-104460, 3/87
1983, NCJ-101776,7/86
1982, NCJ-98327, 8/85

Justice expenditure and smployment:
Extracts, 1982 and 1983, NCJ-106629,
8/88
Extracts, 1980 and 1981, NCJ-96007,
6/85

/
1971-79, NCJ-92596, 11/84,

Courts

BJS bulletins:

Criminal defense for the poor, 1986,
NCJ-112919, 9/88

State felony courts and felony laws,
NCJ-106273, 8/87

The growth of appeals: 1973-83 trands,
NCJ-96381; 2/85

Case fiiings In State courts 1983,
NCJ-95111, 10/84

BJS special reports:

Felony case-processing time, NCJ-
101985, 8/86

Felony sentencing in 18 local jurisdic-
tions, NCJ-97681, 6/85

The prevatence of gullty pleas, NCJ«
96018, 12/84

Sentencing practices in 13 States,
NCJ-95399; 10/84

Sentencing outcomes In 28 felony
courts, NCJ-105743, 8/87

Natlonal criminal defense systems study,
NCJ-94702, 10/86

The prosecution of felony arrests:
1982, NCJ-106990, 5/88
1981, NCJ-101380, 9/86, $7.60
Felony laws of the 50 States and the
District of Columbia, 19886,
NCJ-105066, 2/88,$14.70
State court model statistical dictionary,
Supplement, NCJ-98326, 9/85
1st edition, NCJ-62320, 8/80

Privacy and security

Compendium of State privacy and security
lagisiation:
1987 overview, NCJ-111097,9/88
1987 full report (1,497 pages,
microfiche only), NCJ-113021,9/88

Criminal justice Information poticy:
Public access to criminal history racord
information, NCJ-111458, 11/88
Juvénile records and racordkesping
systems, NCJ-112815, 11/88
Automated fingerprint identification
systems: Technology and policy
Issues, NCJ-104342, 4/87
Criminal justice “hot" files,
NC.J-101850, 12/86
Crime controt and criminal records
(BJS special report), NCJ-99176,
10/85
State criminal records repositories
(BJS technical report), NCJ-98017,
10/85
Data quality of criminal history records,
NCJ-98079, 10/85
Intelligence and investigative records,
NCJ-95787, 4/85
victim/witnoess legisiation: An over-
view, NCJ-94365, 12/84
Proceedings of BJS/SEARCH
conference:
Open vs, confidential records,
NCJ-113560, 11/88
Data quality policles and
procedures, NCJ-101849, 12/86
Information policy and crime control
strategies, NCJ-93926, 10/84

Computer crime

BJS speclal reports:
Electronic fund tranafer fraud, NCJ-
96666, 3/85
Elaectronlc fund transfer and crime,
NCJ-92650, 2/84

Electronic fund transfer systems fraud,
NCJ-100461, 4/86

Computer securlty techniques, NCJ-
84049, 9/82

Electronic fund transfer systems and
crime, NCJ-837836, 9/82

Expert witness manual, NCJ-77927, 9/81,
$11.50

Federal justice statistics

The Federal clvil justice system (BJS
bulletin), NCJ-104769, 7/87

Employer perceptions of workplace
crime, NCJ-101851,7/87, $6

Federal offenses and offenders

BJS special reports:

Drug law violators, 1980-86, NCJ-
111763, 6/88

Pretrial release and detention:
The Ball Reform Act of 1984,
NGCJ-109929, 2/88

White-collar crime, NCJ-106876, 9/87

Pretrial release and misconduct, NCJ-
96132, 1/85

B8JS bulletins:
Bank robbery, NCJ-84463, 8/84
Faderai drug law violators; NCJ-
92692, 2/84

General

BJS bulletins and spacial raports:

Profiie of State and local law
enforcement agencies, NCJ-113949,
11/88

International crime rates, NCJ-110776,
5/88

Tracking offenders, 1884, NCJ-109686,
1/88

BJS telephone contacts '87; NCJ-
102809, 12/86

Tracking offendsrs: White-coliar crime,
NCJ-102867, 11/86

Police amplcyment and expernditure,
NCJ-100117,2/86

Tracking offenders: The child victim,
NCJ-95785, 12/84

Sourcebook of criminai justice statistics,
1987,NCJ-111612,9/88
Report to the Nation on crime and
justice:
Second sdition, NCJ-105506, 6/88
Technical anpendix, NCJ-112011,
8/88
Drugs & crime data:
Rolodex card, 800-666-3332, 8/88
Data center & clearinghouse brochure,
BC-000092, 2/88
n guide to BJS data, NCJ-1099586, 2/88
Criminal justice microcomputer gulide
and software catalog, NCJ-112178,
8/88
Proceedings of the third workshop on law
and justice statistics, NCJ-112230,
7/88
BJS data report, 1987, NCJ-110643,
5/88

BJS annual report, fiscal 1987,
NCJ-109928, 4/88

1986 directory of automated criminal
justice information sytems, NCJ-
102260, 1/87, $20

Publications of BJS, 1971-84: A topical
bibliography, TB030012, 10/86, $17.50

BJS publications: Selected library in
microfiche, 1971-84, PR030012,
10/86, $203 demestic

Natlonal aurvey of crime severity, NCJ-
96017, 10/85

Criminal victimization of Diatrict of
Columbia residents and Capitol Hill
employees, 1982-83, NCJ-87982;
Summary, NCJ-98567, 9/85

How to gain access to BJS data
(brochure), BC-000022, 9/84

See order form
on last page
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. To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy
~-or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to:

[] If the mailing label below is
‘correct, check here and do not
fill in name and address.

- Name:
Title:
Organizéﬁon:

Street or box:

City, State, Zip:
Daytime phone number: ( )

U:S. Department of Justice
User Services Department 2
Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20850

Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS

You will receive an
annual renewal card.
If you do not return it,
we must drop you from
the mailing list.

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above):

Please put me on the mailing list for—

O

O

Justice expenditure and employ-
ment reports--annual spending
and staffing by Federal/State/
loeal governments and by fune-
tion (police, courts, etc.)

White—collar erime-~data on the
processing of Federal white-
collar erime cases

Privacy and security of eriminal
history information and informa-
tion policy--new legislation;
‘maintaining and releasing
intelligence and investigative
records; data quality issues

Federal statisties--data describ-

ing Federal case processing, from
investigation through prosecution,

adjudication, and corrections

U.S. Department of Justice
Buréau of Justics Statistics

D Juvenile corrections reports--
juveniles in custody in public and
private detention and correction-
al facilities

Drugs and crime data--sentencing
and time served by drug offend-
‘ers, drug use at time of erime by
jail inmates and State prisoners,
and other quality data on drugs,
crime, and law enforcement

BJS bulletins and special reports
--timely reports of the most
current justice data

New!

D Prosecution and adjudication in
State courts--case processing
from prosecution through court
disposition, State felony laws,
felony sentencing, criminal
defense.

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use $300

[

Corrections reports--results of -
sample surveys and censuses. of
jails, prisons, parole, probation,
and other corrections data

National Crime: Survey reports—
the only regular national survey
of erime victims

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statisties (annual)--broad-based
data from 150+ sources (460#+
tables, 100+ figures, index)

Send me-a form to sign up for NIiJ
Reports (issued free & times a
year), which abstracts both
private and government eriminal
justice publications and lists
conferences and training sessions
in the fieid.
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