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GIFT IDEAS 

THERE’S GOOD NEWS FOR CONSUMERS WHO BUY GIFT CARDS. NEW 

RULES NOW PROTECT CONSUMERS FROM HIDDEN FEES. EXPERTS AT THE 

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY SAY THE RULES LIMIT 

MANY FEES THAT CAN BE CHARGED, REQUIRE CARDS TO BE VALID FOR A 

MINIMUM OF FIVE YEARS AND PROVIDE FOR REPLACEMENT CARDS IF THE 

CARD EXPIRES BEFORE YOUR MONEY RUNS OUT. THE RULES ALSO REQUIRE 

CLEAR DISCLOSURE OF FEES AND EXPIRATION DATES ON THE CARD OR 

PACKAGING. MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT HELP-WITH-MY-BANK-­
DOT--GOV. 
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