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CONSUMER CORNER 

STEERING CLEAR OF FAKE-CHECK SCAMS CAN BE SIMPLE. STILL, 
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS FALL VICTIM TO CHECK FRAUD EACH YEAR, 
COSTING THEM BETWEEN THREE AND FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS EACH, 
ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT STATISTICS. IF YOU THINK YOU’VE BEEN 

GIVEN A FAKE CHECK, THE OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE 

CURRENCY SAYS TO CALL OR VISIT THE BANK ON WHICH THE CHECK WAS 

WRITTEN TO DETERMINE ITS AUTHENTICITY. IF THE BANK IS NATIONAL, YOU 

CAN ALSO VISIT HELP-WITH-MY-BANK--DOT--GOV. IF THE CHECK IS FAKE, 
CALL THE POLICE. 
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