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18 U.S.C. § 1591.  Sex trafficking of children or by force, fraud, or coercion  
 
(a) Whoever knowingly— 
 
   (1) in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or within the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States, recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, obtains, or 
maintains by any means a person; or 
 
   (2) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, from participation in a venture 
which has engaged in an act described in violation of paragraph (1), 
  
knowing, or in reckless disregard of the fact, that means of force, threats of force, fraud, coercion 
described in subsection (e)(2), or any combination of such means will be used to cause the 
person to engage in a commercial sex act, or that the person has not attained the age of 18 years 
and will be caused to engage in a commercial sex act, shall be punished as provided in 
subsection (b). 
  
(b) The punishment for an offense under subsection (a) is— 
 
   (1) if the offense was effected by means of force, threats of force, fraud, or coercion described 
in subsection (e)(2), or by any combination of such means, or if the person recruited, enticed, 
harbored, transported, provided, or obtained had not attained the age of 14 years at the time of 
such offense, by a fine under this title and imprisonment for any term of years not less than 15 or 
for life; or 
 
   (2) if the offense was not so effected, and the person recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, 
provided, or obtained had attained the age of 14 years but had not attained the age of 18 years at 
the time of such offense, by a fine under this title and imprisonment for not less than 10 years or 
for life. 
  
(c) In a prosecution under subsection (a)(1) in which the defendant had a reasonable opportunity 
to observe the person so recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, provided, obtained or 
maintained, the Government need not prove that the defendant knew that the person had not 
attained the age of 18 years. 
  
(d) Whoever obstructs, attempts to obstruct, or in any way interferes with or prevents the 
enforcement of this section, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for a term not to exceed 20 
years, or both. 
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(e) In this section: 
 
   (1) The term "abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process" means the use or threatened 
use of a law or legal process, whether administrative, civil, or criminal, in any manner or for any 
purpose for which the law was not designed, in order to exert pressure on another person to cause 
that person to take some action or refrain from taking some action. 
 
   (2) The term "coercion" means— 
 
      (A) threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; 
 
      (B) any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform 
an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or 
 
      (C) the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process. 
 
   (3) The term "commercial sex act" means any sex act, on account of which anything of value is 
given to or received by any person. 
 
   (4) The term "serious harm" means any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, including 
psychological, financial, or reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, under all the 
surrounding circumstances, to compel a reasonable person of the same background and in the 
same circumstances to perform or to continue performing commercial sexual activity in order to 
avoid incurring that harm. 
 
   (5) The term "venture" means any group of two or more individuals associated in fact, whether 
or not a legal entity. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2241.  Aggravated sexual abuse  
 
(a) By force or threat. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United 
States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are held in 
custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal 
department or agency, knowingly causes another person to engage in a sexual act— 
 
   (1) by using force against that other person; or 
 
   (2) by threatening or placing that other person in fear that any person will be subjected to 
death, serious bodily injury, or kidnapping; 
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or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for any term of years or life, or 
both. 
  
(b) By other means. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United 
States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are held in 
custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal 
department or agency, knowingly— 
 
   (1) renders another person unconscious and thereby engages in a sexual act with that other 
person; or 
 
   (2) administers to another person by force or threat of force, or without the knowledge or 
permission of that person, a drug, intoxicant, or other similar substance and thereby— 
 
      (A) substantially impairs the ability of that other person to appraise or control conduct; and 
 
      (B) engages in a sexual act with that other person; 
  
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for any term of years or life, or 
both. 
  
(c) With children. Whoever crosses a State line with intent to engage in a sexual act with a 
person who has not attained the age of 12 years, or in the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in 
which persons are held in custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the 
head of any Federal department or agency, knowingly engages in a sexual act with another 
person who has not attained the age of 12 years, or knowingly engages in a sexual act under the 
circumstances described in subsections (a) and (b) with another person who has attained the age 
of 12 years but has not attained the age of 16 years (and is at least 4 years younger than the 
person so engaging), or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not 
less than 30 years or for life. If the defendant has previously been convicted of another Federal 
offense under this subsection, or of a State offense that would have been an offense under either 
such provision had the offense occurred in a Federal prison, unless the death penalty is imposed, 
the defendant shall be sentenced to life in prison. 
  
(d) State of mind proof requirement. In a prosecution under subsection (c) of this section, the 
Government need not prove that the defendant knew that the other person engaging in the sexual 
act had not attained the age of 12 years. 
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18 U.S.C. § 2242.  Sexual abuse  
 
Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States or in a Federal 
prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are held in custody by direction 
of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal department or agency, 
knowingly— 
 
   (1) causes another person to engage in a sexual act by threatening or placing that other person 
in fear (other than by threatening or placing that other person in fear that any person will be 
subjected to death, serious bodily injury, or kidnapping); or 
 
   (2) engages in a sexual act with another person if that other person is— 
 
      (A) incapable of appraising the nature of the conduct; or 
 
      (B) physically incapable of declining participation in, or communicating unwillingness to 
engage in, that sexual act; 
  
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for any term of years or for 
life. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2243.  Sexual abuse of a minor or ward  
 
(a) Of a minor. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States 
or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are held in 
custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal 
department or agency, knowingly engages in a sexual act with another person who— 
 
   (1) has attained the age of 12 years but has not attained the age of 16 years; and 
 
   (2) is at least four years younger than the person so engaging; 
  
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 15 years, or both. 
  
(b) Of a ward. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States or 
in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are held in custody 
by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal department or 
agency, knowingly engages in a sexual act with another person who is— 
 
   (1) in official detention; and 
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   (2) under the custodial, supervisory, or disciplinary authority of the person so engaging; 
  
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 15 years or both. 
  
(c) Defenses. 
 
   (1) In a prosecution under subsection (a) of this section, it is a defense, which the defendant 
must establish by a preponderance of the evidence, that the defendant reasonably believed that 
the other person had attained the age of 16 years. 
 
   (2) In a prosecution under this section, it is a defense, which the defendant must establish by a 
preponderance of the evidence, that the persons engaging in the sexual act were at that time 
married to each other. 
  
(d) State of mind proof requirement. In a prosecution under subsection (a) of this section, the 
Government need not prove that the defendant knew— 
 
   (1) the age of the other person engaging in the sexual act; or 
 
   (2) that the requisite age difference existed between the persons so engaging. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2244.  Abusive sexual contact  
 
(a) Sexual conduct in circumstances where sexual acts are punished by this chapter [18 USCS §§ 
2241 et seq.]. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States or 
in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are held in custody 
by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any Federal department or 
agency, knowingly engages in or causes sexual contact with or by another person, if so to do 
would violate— 
 
   (1) subsection (a) or (b) of section 2241 of this title [18 USCS § 2241] had the sexual contact 
been a sexual act, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; 
 
   (2) section 2242 of this title [18 USCS § 2242] had the sexual contact been a sexual act, shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than three years, or both; 
 
   (3) subsection (a) of section 2243 of this title [18 USCS § 2243] had the sexual contact been a 
sexual act, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than two years, or both; 
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   (4) subsection (b) of section 2243 of this title [18 USCS § 2243] had the sexual contact been a 
sexual act, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than two years, or both; or 
 
   (5) subsection (c) of section 2241 of this title [18 USCS § 2241] had the sexual contact been a 
sexual act, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for any term of years or for life. 
  
(b) In other circumstances. Whoever, in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the 
United States or in a Federal prison, or in any prison, institution, or facility in which persons are 
held in custody by direction of or pursuant to a contract or agreement with the head of any 
Federal department or agency, knowingly engages in sexual contact with another person without 
that other person's permission shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than two years, 
or both. 
  
(c) Offenses involving young children. If the sexual contact that violates this section (other than 
subsection (a)(5)) is with an individual who has not attained the age of 12 years, the maximum 
term of imprisonment that may be imposed for the offense shall be twice that otherwise provided 
in this section. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2245.  Offenses resulting in death  
 
(a) In general. A person who, in the course of an offense under this chapter [18 USCS §§ 2241 et 
seq.], or section 1591, 2251, 2251A, 2260, 2421, 2422, 2423, or 2425 [18 USCS § 1591, 2251, 
2251A, 2260, 2421, 2422, 2423, or 2425], murders an individual, shall be punished by death or 
imprisoned for any term of years or for life. 
  
(b) [Not enacted] 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2251.  Sexual exploitation of children  
 
(a) Any person who employs, uses, persuades, induces, entices, or coerces any minor to engage 
in, or who has a minor assist any other person to engage in, or who transports any minor in or 
affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or in any Territory or Possession of the United States, 
with the intent that such minor engage in, any sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of 
producing any visual depiction of such conduct or for the purpose of transmitting a live visual 
depiction of such conduct, shall be punished as provided under subsection (e), if such person 
knows or has reason to know that such visual depiction will be transported or transmitted using 
any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce or mailed, if that visual depiction was produced or transmitted using materials that 
have been mailed, shipped, or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any 
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means, including by computer, or if such visual depiction has actually been transported or 
transmitted using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting 
interstate or foreign commerce or mailed. 
  
(b) Any parent, legal guardian, or person having custody or control of a minor who knowingly 
permits such minor to engage in, or to assist any other person to engage in, sexually explicit 
conduct for the purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct or for the purpose of 
transmitting a live visual depiction of such conduct shall be punished as provided under 
subsection (e) of this section, if such parent, legal guardian, or person knows or has reason to 
know that such visual depiction will be transported or transmitted using any means or facility of 
interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce or mailed, if that 
visual depiction was produced or transmitted using materials that have been mailed, shipped, or 
transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by computer, 
or if such visual depiction has actually been transported or transmitted using any means or 
facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce or 
mailed. 
  
(c) 
 
   (1) Any person who, in a circumstance described in paragraph (2), employs, uses, persuades, 
induces, entices, or coerces any minor to engage in, or who has a minor assist any other person to 
engage in, any sexually explicit conduct outside of the United States, its territories or 
possessions, for the purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct, shall be punished 
as provided under subsection (e). 
 
   (2) The circumstance referred to in paragraph (1) is that— 
 
      (A) the person intends such visual depiction to be transported to the United States, its 
territories or possessions, by any means, including by using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce or mail; or 
 
      (B) the person transports such visual depiction to the United States, its territories or 
possessions, by any means, including by using any means or facility of interstate or foreign 
commerce or mail. 
  
(d) 
 
   (1) Any person who, in a circumstance described in paragraph (2), knowingly makes, prints, or 
publishes, or causes to be made, printed, or published, any notice or advertisement seeking or 
offering-- 
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      (A) to receive, exchange, buy, produce, display, distribute, or reproduce, any visual 
depiction, if the production of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in 
sexually explicit conduct and such visual depiction is of such conduct; or 
 
      (B) participation in any act of sexually explicit conduct by or with any minor for the purpose 
of producing a visual depiction of such conduct; 
   shall be punished as provided under subsection (e). 
 
   (2) The circumstance referred to in paragraph (1) is that— 
 
      (A) such person knows or has reason to know that such notice or advertisement will be 
transported using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting 
interstate or foreign commerce by any means including by computer or mailed; or 
 
      (B) such notice or advertisement is transported using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means including by 
computer or mailed. 
  
(e) Any individual who violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, this section shall be fined 
under this title and imprisoned not less than 15 years nor more than 30 years, but if such person 
has one prior conviction under this chapter, section 1591 [18 USCS § 1591], chapter 71, chapter 
109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., 18 USCS §§ 1460 et seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 
et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), or 
under the laws of any State relating to aggravated sexual abuse, sexual abuse, abusive sexual 
contact involving a minor or ward, or sex trafficking of children, or the production, possession, 
receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, such person 
shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not less than 25 years nor more than 50 years, 
but if such person has 2 or more prior convictions under this chapter, chapter 71, chapter 109A, 
or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., 18 USCS §§ 1460 et seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 et 
seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), or 
under the laws of any State relating to the sexual exploitation of children, such person shall be 
fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 35 years nor more than life. Any organization 
that violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, this section shall be fined under this title. 
Whoever, in the course of an offense under this section, engages in conduct that results in the 
death of a person, shall be punished by death or imprisoned for not less than 30 years or for life. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2251A.  Selling or buying of children  
 
(a) Any parent, legal guardian, or other person having custody or control of a minor who sells or 



- 9 - 
 

otherwise transfers custody or control of such minor, or offers to sell or otherwise transfer 
custody of such minor either— 
 
   (1) with knowledge that, as a consequence of the sale or transfer, the minor will be portrayed in 
a visual depiction engaging in, or assisting another person to engage in, sexually explicit 
conduct; or 
 
   (2) with intent to promote either— 
 
      (A) the engaging in of sexually explicit conduct by such minor for the purpose of producing 
any visual depiction of such conduct; or 
 
      (B) the rendering of assistance by the minor to any other person to engage in sexually explicit 
conduct for the purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct; 
  
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 30 years or for life and by a fine under this 
title, if any of the circumstances described in subsection (c) of this section exist. 
  
(b) Whoever purchases or otherwise obtains custody or control of a minor, or offers to purchase 
or otherwise obtain custody or control of a minor either— 
 
   (1) with knowledge that, as a consequence of the purchase or obtaining of custody, the minor 
will be portrayed in a visual depiction engaging in, or assisting another person to engage in, 
sexually explicit conduct; or 
 
   (2) with intent to promote either— 
 
      (A) the engaging in of sexually explicit conduct by such minor for the purpose of producing 
any visual depiction of such conduct; or 
 
      (B) the rendering of assistance by the minor to any other person to engage in sexually explicit 
conduct for the purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct; 
  
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 30 years or for life and by a fine under this 
title, if any of the circumstances described in subsection (c) of this section exist. 
  
(c) The circumstances referred to in subsections (a) and (b) are that— 
 
   (1) in the course of the conduct described in such subsections the minor or the actor traveled in 
or was transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce; 
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   (2) any offer described in such subsections was communicated or transported using any means 
or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by 
any means including by computer or mail; or 
 
   (3) the conduct described in such subsections took place in any territory or possession of the 
United States. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2252.  Certain activities relating to material involving the sexual exploitation of 
minors  
 
(a) Any person who— 
 
   (1) knowingly transports or ships using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce 
or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means including by computer or mails, 
any visual depiction, if— 
 
      (A) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct; and 
 
      (B) such visual depiction is of such conduct; 
 
   (2) knowingly receives, or distributes, any visual depiction using any means or facility of 
interstate or foreign commerce or that has been mailed, or has been shipped or transported in or 
affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or which contains materials which have been mailed or 
so shipped or transported, by any means including by computer, or knowingly reproduces any 
visual depiction for distribution using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or 
in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means including by computer or through 
the mails, if— 
 
      (A) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct; and 
 
      (B) such visual depiction is of such conduct; 
 
   (3) either— 
 
      (A) in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or on any land or 
building owned by, leased to, or otherwise used by or under the control of the Government of the 
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United States, or in the Indian country as defined in section 1151 of this title [18 USCS § 1151], 
knowingly sells or possesses with intent to sell any visual depiction; or 
 
      (B) knowingly sells or possesses with intent to sell any visual depiction that has been mailed, 
shipped, or transported using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce, or has been 
shipped or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or which was produced 
using materials which have been mailed or so shipped or transported using any means or facility 
of interstate or foreign commerce, including by computer, if— 
 
         (i) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct; and 
 
         (ii) such visual depiction is of such conduct; or 
 
   (4) either— 
 
      (A) in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or on any land or 
building owned by, leased to, or otherwise used by or under the control of the Government of the 
United States, or in the Indian country as defined in section 1151 of this title [18 USCS § 1151], 
knowingly possesses, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, 1 or more books, magazines, 
periodicals, films, video tapes, or other matter which contain any visual depiction; or 
 
      (B) knowingly possesses, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, 1 or more books, 
magazines, periodicals, films, video tapes, or other matter which contain any visual depiction 
that has been mailed, or has been shipped or transported using any means or facility of interstate 
or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or which was produced 
using materials which have been mailed or so shipped or transported, by any means including by 
computer, if— 
 
         (i) the producing of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct; and 
 
         (ii) such visual depiction is of such conduct; 
  
shall be punished as provided in subsection (b) of this section. 
  
(b) 
 
   (1) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of 
subsection (a) shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 5 years and not more 
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than 20 years, but if such person has a prior conviction under this chapter, section 1591 [18 
USCS § 1591], chapter 71, chapter 109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., §§ 1460 et 
seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State relating to aggravated sexual abuse, 
sexual abuse, or abusive sexual conduct involving a minor or ward, or the production, 
possession, receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, 
or sex trafficking of children, such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not 
less than 15 years nor more than 40 years. 
 
   (2) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, paragraph (4) of subsection (a) shall 
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both, but if such person has a 
prior conviction under this chapter, chapter 71, chapter 109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 
et seq., §§ 1460 et seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 
of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State relating to aggravated 
sexual abuse, sexual abuse, or abusive sexual conduct involving a minor or ward, or the 
production, possession, receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child 
pornography, such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not less than 10 years 
nor more than 20 years. 
  
(c) Affirmative defense. It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge of violating paragraph (4) 
of subsection (a) that the defendant— 
 
   (1) possessed less than three matters containing any visual depiction proscribed by that 
paragraph; and 
 
   (2) promptly and in good faith, and without retaining or allowing any person, other than a law 
enforcement agency, to access any visual depiction or copy thereof— 
 
      (A) took reasonable steps to destroy each such visual depiction; or 
 
      (B) reported the matter to a law enforcement agency and afforded that agency access to each 
such visual depiction. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2252A.  Certain activities relating to material constituting or containing child 
pornography  
 
(a) Any person who— 
 
   (1) knowingly mails, or transports or ships using any means or facility of interstate or foreign 
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commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by 
computer, any child pornography; 
 
   (2) knowingly receives or distributes— 
 
      (A) any child pornography that has been mailed, or using any means or facility of interstate 
or foreign commerce shipped or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any 
means, including by computer; or 
 
      (B) any material that contains child pornography that has been mailed, or using any means or 
facility of interstate or foreign commerce shipped or transported in or affecting interstate or 
foreign commerce by any means, including by computer; 
 
   (3) knowingly— 
 
      (A) reproduces any child pornography for distribution through the mails, or using any means 
or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by 
any means, including by computer; or 
 
      (B) advertises, promotes, presents, distributes, or solicits through the mails, or using any 
means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce by any means, including by computer, any material or purported material in a manner 
that reflects the belief, or that is intended to cause another to believe, that the material or 
purported material is, or contains— 
 
         (i) an obscene visual depiction of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct; or 
 
         (ii) a visual depiction of an actual minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct; 
 
   (4) either— 
 
      (A) in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or on any land or 
building owned by, leased to, or otherwise used by or under the control of the United States 
Government, or in the Indian country (as defined in section 1151 [18 USCS § 1151]), knowingly 
sells or possesses with the intent to sell any child pornography; or 
 
      (B) knowingly sells or possesses with the intent to sell any child pornography that has been 
mailed, or shipped or transported using any means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce 
or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by computer, or that 
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was produced using materials that have been mailed, or shipped or transported in or affecting 
interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by computer; 
 
   (5) either— 
 
      (A) in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or on any land or 
building owned by, leased to, or otherwise used by or under the control of the United States 
Government, or in the Indian country (as defined in section 1151 [18 USCS § 1151]), knowingly 
possesses, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, any book, magazine, periodical, film, 
videotape, computer disk, or any other material that contains an image of child pornography; or 
 
      (B) knowingly possesses, or knowingly accesses with intent to view, any book, magazine, 
periodical, film, videotape, computer disk, or any other material that contains an image of child 
pornography that has been mailed, or shipped or transported using any means or facility of 
interstate or foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, 
including by computer, or that was produced using materials that have been mailed, or shipped 
or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by 
computer; 
 
   (6) knowingly distributes, offers, sends, or provides to a minor any visual depiction, including 
any photograph, film, video, picture, or computer generated image or picture, whether made or 
produced by electronic, mechanical, or other means, where such visual depiction is, or appears to 
be, of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct— 
 
      (A) that has been mailed, shipped, or transported using any means or facility of interstate or 
foreign commerce or in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by 
computer; 
 
      (B) that was produced using materials that have been mailed, shipped, or transported in or 
affecting interstate or foreign commerce by any means, including by computer; or 
 
      (C) which distribution, offer, sending, or provision is accomplished using the mails or any 
means or facility of interstate or foreign commerce, 
 
   for purposes of inducing or persuading a minor to participate in any activity that is illegal; or 
 
   (7) knowingly produces with intent to distribute, or distributes, by any means, including a 
computer, in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, child pornography that is an adapted or 
modified depiction of an identifiable minor. 
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shall be punished as provided in subsection (b); or 
  
(b) 
 
   (1) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, paragraph (1), (2), (3), (4), or (6) of 
subsection (a) shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 5 years and not more 
than 20 years, but, if such person has a prior conviction under this chapter, section 1591 [18 
USCS § 1591], chapter 71, chapter 109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., §§ 1460 et 
seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State relating to aggravated sexual abuse, 
sexual abuse, or abusive sexual conduct involving a minor or ward, or the production, 
possession, receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, 
or sex trafficking of children, such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not 
less than 15 years nor more than 40 years. 
 
   (2) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, subsection (a)(5) shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both, but, if such person has a prior conviction 
under this chapter, chapter 71, chapter 109A, or chapter 117 [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq., §§ 1460 
et seq., 2241 et seq., or 2421 et seq.], or under section 920 of title 10 (article 120 of the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice), or under the laws of any State relating to aggravated sexual abuse, 
sexual abuse, or abusive sexual conduct involving a minor or ward, or the production, 
possession, receipt, mailing, sale, distribution, shipment, or transportation of child pornography, 
such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not less than 10 years nor more than 
20 years. 
 
   (3) Whoever violates, or attempts or conspires to violate, subsection (a)(7) shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than 15 years, or both. 
  
(c) It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge of violating paragraph (1), (2), (3)(A), (4), or (5) 
of subsection (a) that— 
 
   (1) 
 
      (A) the alleged child pornography was produced using an actual person or persons engaging 
in sexually explicit conduct; and 
 
      (B) each such person was an adult at the time the material was produced; or 
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   (2) the alleged child pornography was not produced using any actual minor or minors. 
  
No affirmative defense under subsection (c)(2) shall be available in any prosecution that involves 
child pornography as described in section 2256(8)(C) [18 USCS § 2256(8)(C)]. A defendant may 
not assert an affirmative defense to a charge of violating paragraph (1), (2), (3)(A), (4), or (5) of 
subsection (a) unless, within the time provided for filing pretrial motions or at such time prior to 
trial as the judge may direct, but in no event later than 14 days before the commencement of the 
trial, the defendant provides the court and the United States with notice of the intent to assert 
such defense and the substance of any expert or other specialized testimony or evidence upon 
which the defendant intends to rely. If the defendant fails to comply with this subsection, the 
court shall, absent a finding of extraordinary circumstances that prevented timely compliance, 
prohibit the defendant from asserting such defense to a charge of violating paragraph (1), (2), 
(3)(A), (4), or (5) of subsection (a) or presenting any evidence for which the defendant has failed 
to provide proper and timely notice. 
  
(d) Affirmative defense. It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge of violating subsection 
(a)(5) that the defendant— 
 
   (1) possessed less than three images of child pornography; and 
 
   (2) promptly and in good faith, and without retaining or allowing any person, other than a law 
enforcement agency, to access any image or copy thereof— 
 
      (A) took reasonable steps to destroy each such image; or 
 
      (B) reported the matter to a law enforcement agency and afforded that agency access to each 
such image. 
  
(e) Admissibility of evidence. On motion of the government, in any prosecution under this 
chapter [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq.] or section 1466A [18 USCS § 1466A], except for good cause 
shown, the name, address, social security number, or other nonphysical identifying information, 
other than the age or approximate age, of any minor who is depicted in any child pornography 
shall not be admissible and may be redacted from any otherwise admissible evidence, and the 
jury shall be instructed, upon request of the United States, that it can draw no inference from the 
absence of such evidence in deciding whether the child pornography depicts an actual minor. 
  
(f) Civil remedies. 
 
   (1) In general. Any person aggrieved by reason of the conduct prohibited under subsection (a) 
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or (b) or section 1466A [18 USCS § 1466A] may commence a civil action for the relief set forth 
in paragraph (2). 
 
   (2) Relief. In any action commenced in accordance with paragraph (1), the court may award 
appropriate relief, including— 
 
      (A) temporary, preliminary, or permanent injunctive relief; 
 
      (B) compensatory and punitive damages; and 
 
      (C) the costs of the civil action and reasonable fees for attorneys and expert witnesses. 
  
(g) Child exploitation enterprises. 
 
   (1) Whoever engages in a child exploitation enterprise shall be fined under this title and 
imprisoned for any term of years not less than 20 or for life. 
 
   (2) A person engages in a child exploitation enterprise for the purposes of this section if the 
person violates section 1591 [18 USCS § 1591], section 1201 [18 USCS § 1201] if the victim is 
a minor, or chapter 109A [18 USCS §§ 2241 et seq.] (involving a minor victim), 110 [18 USCS 
§§ 2251 et seq.] (except for sections 2257 and 2257A [18 USCS §§ 2257 and 2257A]), or 117 
[18 USCS §§ 2421 et seq.] (involving a minor victim), as a part of a series of felony violations 
constituting three or more separate incidents and involving more than one victim, and commits 
those offenses in concert with three or more other persons. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2252B.  Misleading domain names on the Internet  
 
(a) Whoever knowingly uses a misleading domain name on the Internet with the intent to deceive 
a person into viewing material constituting obscenity shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than 2 years, or both. 
  
(b) Whoever knowingly uses a misleading domain name on the Internet with the intent to 
deceive a minor into viewing material that is harmful to minors on the Internet shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 
  
(c) For the purposes of this section, a domain name that includes a word or words to indicate the 
sexual content of the site, such as "sex" or "porn", is not misleading. 
  
(d) For the purposes of this section, the term "material that is harmful to minors" means any 
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communication, consisting of nudity, sex, or excretion, that, taken as a whole and with reference 
to its context— 
 
   (1) predominantly appeals to a prurient interest of minors; 
 
   (2) is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole with respect 
to what is suitable material for minors; and 
 
   (3) lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors. 
  
(e) For the purposes of subsection (d), the term "sex" means acts of masturbation, sexual 
intercourse, or physcial [physical] contact with a person's genitals, or the condition of human 
male or female genitals when in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2252C.  Misleading words or digital images on the Internet  
 
(a) In general. Whoever knowingly embeds words or digital images into the source code of a 
website with the intent to deceive a person into viewing material constituting obscenity shall be 
fined under this title and imprisoned for not more than 10 years. 
  
(b) Minors. Whoever knowingly embeds words or digital images into the source code of a 
website with the intent to deceive a minor into viewing material harmful to minors on the 
Internet shall be fined under this title and imprisoned for not more than 20 years. 
  
(c) Construction. For the purposes of this section, a word or digital image that clearly indicates 
the sexual content of the site, such as "sex" or "porn", is not misleading. 
  
(d) Definitions. As used in this section— 
 
   (1) the terms "material that is harmful to minors" and "sex" have the meaning given such terms 
in section 2252B [18 USCS § 2252B]; and 
 
   (2) the term "source code" means the combination of text and other characters comprising the 
content, both viewable and nonviewable, of a web page, including any website publishing 
language, programming language, protocol or functional content, as well as any successor 
languages or protocols. 
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18 U.S.C. § 2256.  Definitions for chapter  
 
For the purposes of this chapter [18 USCS §§ 2251 et seq.], the term— 
 
   (1) "minor" means any person under the age of eighteen years; 
 
   (2) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), "sexually explicit conduct" means actual or 
simulated— 
 
         (i) sexual intercourse, including genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-genital, or oral-anal, 
whether between persons of the same or opposite sex; 
 
         (ii) bestiality; 
 
         (iii) masturbation; 
 
         (iv) sadistic or masochistic abuse; or 
 
         (v) lascivious exhibition of the genitals or pubic area of any person; 
 
      (B) For purposes of subsection 8(B) of this section, "sexually explicit conduct" means— 
 
         (i) graphic sexual intercourse, including genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-genital, or oral-
anal, whether between persons of the same or opposite sex, or lascivious simulated sexual 
intercourse where the genitals, breast, or pubic area of any person is exhibited; 
 
         (ii) graphic or lascivious simulated; 
 
            (I) bestiality; 
 
            (II) masturbation; or 
 
            (III) sadistic or masochistic abuse; or 
 
         (iii) graphic or simulated lascivious exhibition of the genitals or pubic area of any person; 
 
   (3) "producing" means producing, directing, manufacturing, issuing, publishing, or advertising; 
 
   (4) "organization" means a person other than an individual; 
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   (5) "visual depiction" includes undeveloped film and videotape, data stored on computer disk  
or by electronic means which is capable of conversion into a visual image, and data which is 
capable of conversion into a visual image that has been transmitted by any means, whether or not 
stored in a permanent format; 
 
   (6) "computer" has the meaning given that term in section 1030 of this title [18 USCS § 1030]; 
 
   (7) "custody or control" includes temporary supervision over or responsibility for a minor 
whether legally or illegally obtained; 
 
   (8) "child pornography" means any visual depiction, including any photograph, film, video, 
picture, or computer or computer-generated image or picture, whether made or produced by 
electronic, mechanical, or other means, of sexually explicit conduct, where— 
 
      (A) the production of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct; 
 
      (B) such visual depiction is a digital image, computer image, or computer-generated image 
that is, or is indistinguishable from, that of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct; or 
 
      (C) such visual depiction has been created, adapted, or modified to appear that an identifiable 
minor is engaging in sexually explicit conduct. 
 
   (9) "identifiable minor"— 
 
      (A) means a person— 
 
         (i) 
 
            (I) who was a minor at the time the visual depiction was created, adapted, or modified; or 
 
            (II) whose image as a minor was used in creating, adapting, or modifying the visual 
depiction; and 
 
         (ii) who is recognizable as an actual person by the person's face, likeness, or other 
distinguishing characteristic, such as a unique birthmark or other recognizable feature; and 
 
      (B) shall not be construed to require proof of the actual identity of the identifiable minor. 
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   (10) "graphic", when used with respect to a depiction of sexually explicit conduct, means that a 
viewer can observe any part of the genitals or pubic area of any depicted person or animal during 
any part of the time that the sexually explicit conduct is being depicted; and 
 
   (11) the term "indistinguishable" used with respect to a depiction, means virtually 
indistinguishable, in that the depiction is such that an ordinary person viewing the depiction 
would conclude that the depiction is of an actual minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct. 
This definition does not apply to depictions that are drawings, cartoons, sculptures, or paintings 
depicting minors or adults. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2260.  Production of sexually explicit depictions of a minor for importation into 
the United States  
 
(a) Use of minor. A person who, outside the United States, employs, uses, persuades, induces, 
entices, or coerces any minor to engage in, or who has a minor assist any other person to engage 
in, or who transports any minor with the intent that the minor engage in any sexually explicit 
conduct for the purpose of producing any visual depiction of such conduct or for the purpose of 
transmitting a live visual depiction of such conduct, intending that the visual depiction will be 
imported or transmitted into the United States or into waters within 12 miles of the coast of the 
United States, shall be punished as provided in subsection (c). 
  
(b) Use of visual depiction. A person who, outside the United States, knowingly receives, 
transports, ships, distributes, sells, or possesses with intent to transport, ship, sell, or distribute 
any visual depiction of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct (if the production of the 
visual depiction involved the use of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct), intending 
that the visual depiction will be imported into the United States or into waters within a distance 
of 12 miles of the coast of the United States, shall be punished as provided in subsection (c). 
  
(c) Penalties. 
 
   (1) A person who violates subsection (a), or attempts or conspires to do so, shall be subject to 
the penalties provided in subsection (e) of section 2251 [18 USCS § 2251] for a violation of that 
section, including the penalties provided for such a violation by a person with a prior conviction 
or convictions as described in that subsection. 
 
   (2) A person who violates subsection (b), or attempts or conspires to do so, shall be subject to 
the penalties provided in subsection (b)(1) of section 2252 [18 USCS § 2252] for a violation of 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subsection (a) of that section, including the penalties provided for 
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such a violation by a person with a prior conviction or convictions as described in subsection 
(b)(1) of section 2252 [18 USCS § 2252]. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2260A.  Penalties for registered sex offenders  
 
Whoever, being required by Federal or other law to register as a sex offender, commits a felony 
offense involving a minor under section 1201, 1466A, 1470, 1591, 2241, 2242, 2243, 2244, 
2245, 2251, 2251A, 2260, 2421, 2422, 2423, or 2425 [18 USCS § 1201, 1466A, 1470, 1591, 
2241, 2242, 2243, 2244, 2245, 2251, 2251A, 2260, 2421, 2422, 2423, or 2425], shall be 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 10 years in addition to the imprisonment imposed for the 
offense under that provision. The sentence imposed under this section shall be consecutive to any 
sentence imposed for the offense under that provision. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2421.  Transportation generally  
 
Whoever knowingly transports any individual in interstate or foreign commerce, or in any 
Territory or Possession of the United States, with intent that such individual engage in 
prostitution, or in any sexual activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal 
offense, or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, 
or both. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2422.  Coercion and enticement  
 
(a) Whoever knowingly persuades, induces, entices, or coerces any individual to travel in 
interstate or foreign commerce, or in any Territory or Possession of the United States, to engage 
in prostitution, or in any sexual activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal 
offense, or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, 
or both. 
  
(b) Whoever, using the mail or any facility or means of interstate or foreign commerce, or within 
the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States knowingly persuades, 
induces, entices, or coerces any individual who has not attained the age of 18 years, to engage in 
prostitution or any sexual activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal offense, 
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 10 years or for 
life. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2423.  Transportation of minors  
 
(a) Transportation with intent to engage in criminal sexual activity. A person who knowingly 
transports an individual who has not attained the age of 18 years in interstate or foreign 
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commerce, or in any commonwealth, territory or possession of the United States, with intent that 
the individual engage in prostitution, or in any sexual activity for which any person can be 
charged with a criminal offense, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 10 
years or for life. 
  
(b) Travel with intent to engage in illicit sexual conduct. A person who travels in interstate 
commerce or travels into the United States, or a United States citizen or an alien admitted for 
permanent residence in the United States who travels in foreign commerce, for the purpose of 
engaging in any illicit sexual conduct with another person shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both. 
  
(c) Engaging in illicit sexual conduct in foreign places. Any United States citizen or alien 
admitted for permanent residence who travels in foreign commerce, and engages in any illicit 
sexual conduct with another person shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 30 
years, or both. 
  
(d) Ancillary offenses. Whoever, for the purpose of commercial advantage or private financial 
gain, arranges, induces, procures, or facilitates the travel of a person knowing that such a person 
is traveling in interstate commerce or foreign commerce for the purpose of engaging in illicit 
sexual conduct shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both. 
  
(e) Attempt and conspiracy. Whoever attempts or conspires to violate subsection (a), (b), (c), or 
(d) shall be punishable in the same manner as a completed violation of that subsection. 
  
(f) Definition. As used in this section, the term "illicit sexual conduct" means (1) a sexual act (as 
defined in section 2246 [18 USCS § 2246]) with a person under 18 years of age that would be in 
violation of chapter 109A [18 USCS §§ 2241 et seq.] if the sexual act occurred in the special 
maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States; or (2) any commercial sex act (as 
defined in section 1591 [18 USCS § 1591]) with a person under 18 years of age. 
  
(g) Defense. In a prosecution under this section based on illicit sexual conduct as defined in 
subsection (f)(2), it is a defense, which the defendant must establish by a preponderance of the 
evidence, that the defendant reasonably believed that the person with whom the defendant 
engaged in the commercial sex act had attained the age of 18 years. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2424.  Filing factual statement about alien individual  
 
(a) Whoever keeps, maintains, controls, supports, or harbors in any house or place for the 
purpose of prostitution, or for any other immoral purpose, any individual, knowing or in reckless 
disregard of the fact that the individual is an alien, shall file with the Commissioner of 
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Immigration and Naturalization a statement in writing setting forth the name of such individual, 
the place at which that individual is kept, and all facts as to the date of that individual's entry into 
the United States, the port through which that individual entered, that individual's age, 
nationality, and parentage, and concerning that individual's procuration to come to this country 
within the knowledge of such person; and 
  
Whoever fails within five business days after commencing to keep, maintain, control, support, or 
harbor in any house or place for the purpose of prostitution, or for any other immoral purpose, 
any alien individual, to file such statement concerning such alien individual with the 
Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization; or 
  
Whoever knowingly and willfully states falsely or fails to disclose in such statement any fact 
within that person's knowledge or belief with reference to the age, nationality, or parentage of 
any such alien individual, or concerning that individual's procuration to come to this country-- 
  
Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 
  
(b) In any prosecution brought under this section, if it appears that any such statement required is 
not on file in the office of the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization, the person 
whose duty it is to file such statement shall be presumed to have failed to file said statement, 
unless such person or persons shall prove otherwise. No person shall be excused from furnishing 
the statement, as required by this section, on the ground or for the reason that the statement so 
required by that person, or the information therein contained, might tend to criminate that person 
or subject that person to a penalty or forfeiture, but no information contained in the statement or 
any evidence which is directly or indirectly derived from such information may be used against 
any person making such statement in any criminal case, except a prosecution for perjury, giving 
a false statement or otherwise failing to comply with this section. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2425.  Use of interstate facilities to transmit information about a minor  
 
Whoever, using the mail or any facility or means of interstate or foreign commerce, or within the 
special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, knowingly initiates the 
transmission of the name, address, telephone number, social security number, or electronic mail 
address of another individual, knowing that such other individual has not attained the age of 16 
years, with the intent to entice, encourage, offer, or solicit any person to engage in any sexual 
activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal offense, or attempts to do so, shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both. 
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18 U.S.C. § 2426.  Repeat offenders  
 
(a) Maximum term of imprisonment. The maximum term of imprisonment for a violation of this 
chapter [18 USCS §§ 2421 et seq.] after a prior sex offense conviction shall be twice the term of 
imprisonment otherwise provided by this chapter [18 USCS §§ 2421 et seq.], unless section 
3559(e) [18 USCS § 3559(e)] applies. 
  
(b) Definitions. In this section— 
 
   (1) the term "prior sex offense conviction" means a conviction for an offense— 
 
      (A) under this chapter, chapter 109A, chapter 110, or section 1591 [18 USCS §§ 2421 et seq., 
2241 et seq., 2251 et seq., or 1591]; or 
 
      (B) under State law for an offense consisting of conduct that would have been an offense 
under a chapter referred to in paragraph (1) if the conduct had occurred within the special 
maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States; and 
 
   (2) the term "State" means a State of the United States, the District of Columbia, and any 
commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States. 
 
18 U.S.C. § 2427.  Inclusion of offenses relating to child pornography in definition of sexual 
activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal offense  
 
In this chapter [18 USCS §§ 2421 et seq.], the term "sexual activity for which any person can be 
charged with a criminal offense" includes the production of child pornography, as defined in 
section 2256(8). 
 


