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Asian and Pacific Islander

admission was younger
among Asian and Pacific
Islander admissions (30)
than in the total treatment
population (33)
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treatment facilities in the 1999 Treatment

[ ]
substance abuse treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS) imvolved Asians
admissions increased by 37 el 13400 Acian atnd Pacific Lo
between 1994 and mately 13,4 ian and Pacific Islander
percent admissions in TEDS i 1999, more than half
1999 in California and Hawaui.
o Nearly 19 percent of Asian T.h(? nurpber of Asian and Pacific Islander
and Pacific Islander admis- gdggﬁsionf;z%r(;aif(xy 37lggf€md<ﬁg;9
: . , o 13, etween an
SItC))nS were for S:jlmlfllr?'nt (Table 1), while the number of total treat-
abuse compare Wit ment admissions reported in TEDS
5 percent in the to_tal decreased by 3 percent during the same time
treatment population period (data not shown).
« In 1999, the average age at TEDS i1s a compilation of data on the

demographic characteristics and substance
abuse problems of those admitted for sub-
stance abuse treatment. The information
comes primarily from facilities that receive
some public funding. TEDS records repre-
sent admissions rather than individuals, as a
person may be admitted to treatment more
than once.
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Table 1. Asian and Pacific Islander Admissions
to Substance AbuseTreatment: 1994 and 1999

Figure 1. Asian and Pacific Islander
Admissions and Total Admissions, by Primary
Substance of Abuse: 1999

1994 1999 50
Total Male Female Total Male Female
Admissions 9,832 6,970 2,854 13,435 9,480 3,951 2 10
kel
Primary Substance (Percent) g
£ 30
Alcohol 425 460 340 343 373 270 2
Marijuana 133 135 13.0 19.1 202 16.6 E 20
e
Stimulants 10.5 83 158 185 159 248 3
o 10
Opiates 178 176 184 146 142 156 g
Cocaine 125 117 146 112 105 127
Other/Not Reported 3.3 3.0 4.1 23 20 33 Alcohol
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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M Asian and Pacific Islander Admissions M Total Admissions
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Source: 1999 SAMHSA Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS).

Primary Substance of
Abuse

Alcohol abuse accounted for 34
percent of all Asian and Pacific
Islander admissions in 1999, followed
by marijuana (19 percent), stimulants
(primarily methamphetamine/
amphetamine; 19 percent), opiates (15
percent), and cocaine (11 percent)
(Table 1).

The proportion of Asian and
Pacific Islander admissions for
stimulant abuse was nearly four times
that of the total treatment population
(19 vs. 5 percent) (Figure 1). The
proportion of Asian and Pacific
Islander admissions for marijjuana
abuse was also higher than in the
total treatment population (19 vs. 14
percent), but the proportion for
alcohol admissions was lower (34 vs.
46 percent).

The proportion of Asian and
Pacific Islander admissions for
stimulant abuse increased from 11
percent in 1994 to 19 percent in 1999.
Similarly, admissions for marijuana
abuse increased from 13 percent to 19
percent over the same time period.

Sex Differences

Alcohol was the leading primary
substance of abuse for both male and
female Asian and Pacific Islander
admissions in 1999, although the
percentage of male admissions for
primary alcohol abuse was higher
than the percentage for female
admissions (37 vs. 27 percent) (Table
1). The percentage of admissions for
primary marijjuana abuse among
Asians and Pacific Islanders was
higher for males than females (20 vs.
17 percent), but the percentage of
stimulant abuse admissions was
higher for females than males (25 vs.
16 percent).

The proportion of admissions
involving female Asian and Pacific
Islanders admitted for primary
stimulant abuse increased from 16
percent in 1994 to 25 percent in 1999,
while the proportion of male admis-
sions increased from 8 to 16 percent.

Age at Admission

In 1999, the average age at admission
was younger among Asian and

Pacific Islander admissions (30) than
in the total treatment population (33)
(data not shown). The largest num-
bers of admissions involving Asian
and Pacific Islanders were aged 25 to
34, while in the total treatment
population, the largest numbers were
aged 35 to 44 (Figure 2). The
proportion of Asian and Pacific
Islander admissions younger than age
18 was more than twice the propor-
tion of total treatment admissions in
that age group (19 vs. 8 percent).

Prior Treatment
Episodes

In 1999, more than half of Asian and
Pacific Islander admissions were first
treatment episodes (data not shown).
The proportion of admissions
mvolving Asian and Pacific Islanders
admitted for a first treatment episode
was higher than the proportion of
first admissions among the overall
treatment population (51 vs. 36
percent).

First treatment episodes are
associated with younger age,' and
Asian and Pacific Islander admissions
tended to be both young and to be
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Figure 2. Asian and Pacific Islander Figure 3. Asian and Pacific Islander
Admissions and Total Admissions, by Age Admissions and Total Admissions, by Referral
Group: 1999 Source and Age Group: 1999
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Referral Source End Notes

Figure Note

*Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (2002, April 26). The DASIS
Report. New and Repeat Admissions to
Substance Abuse Treatment. Rockville, MD:
Author.

The criminal justice system was the
leading referral source for admissions
involving Asian and Pacific Islanders
in 1999 (41 percent), followed by self
or individual referral (29 percent)
(data not shown).

’Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Asian and Pacific Islander Adolescents in
Substance Abuse Treatment: 1999. Rockville,
MD: Author.

Administration (2002, July 5). The DASIS Report.

*The percentages of admissions aged 18 or older
referred to treatment by school, school system,
school employee, or any other educational
agency in 1999 are not shown because they
were very small: 0.4 percent of Asian and
Pacific Islander admissions and 0.2 percent of
total admissions.

The proportion of Asian and
Pacific Islander admissions younger
than age 18 referred for treatment
through the criminal justice system
was smaller than the comparable
percentage of total treatment admis-
sions (40 vs. 50 percent), while the
proportion aged 18 or older referred
through the criminal justice system
was larger than among total admis-
sions (43 vs. 36 percent) (Figure 3).

The Drug and Alcohol Services Information System (DASIS) is an integrated data system
maintained by the Office of Applied Studies, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA). One component of DASIS is the Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS).
TEDS is a compilation of data on the demographic characteristics and substance abuse problems
of those admitted for substance abuse treatment. The information comes primarily from facilities
that receive some public funding. Information on treatment admissions is routinely collected by
State administrative systems and then submitted to SAMHSA in a standard format. Approximately
1.6 million records are included in TEDS each year. TEDS records represent admissions rather than
individuals, as a person may be admitted to treatment more than once.

The DASIS Report is prepared by the Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA; Synectics for Manage-
ment Decisions, Inc., Arlington, Virginia; and RTI, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina.

Information and data for this issue are based on datareported to TEDS through April 16,2001.
Access the latest TEDS reports at: http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/dasis.htm

Access the latest TEDS public use files at: http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/SAMHDA.htm
Other substance abuse reports are available at: http://www.DrugAbuseStatistics.samhsa.gov
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