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Of t h e  dozen o r  so Communist p a r t i e s  which back or 
l e a n  toward t h e  Chinese p a r t y  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  
t h e  Japanese Communist p a r t y  is i n  some r e s p e c t s  of s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t .  I t  is t h e  o n l y  such  p a r t y  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a major 
developed count ry ;  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  it has t aken  have been 
unusual ly  c o s t l y  t o  it i n  its n a t i o n a l  environment;  and, 
d e s p i t e  its l e a n i n g s ,  it t h i n k s  of i t s e l f  as a p o t e n t i a l  
mediator  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e .  Th i s  paper  traces t h e  e v o l u t i o n  
of Japanese Communi,st a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  d i s p u t e ,  par- 
t i c u l a r l y  i n  terms of t h e  p r e - e x i s t  i ng  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r -  
ences i n  t h e  p a r t y  which have done much t o  shape  t h o s e  
a t t i t u d e s .  Some e f f o r t  is made t o  assess t h e  p a r t y  as an 
i n t e r n a l  t h r e a t ,  and t o  p l a c e  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  its role  i n  
t h e  a n t  i - t r e a t y  demonst ra t ions  of 1960. 
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THE JAPANESE COMMUNIST PARTY, 1955 - 1963 

Summary 

The e a r l y  1960s have proven t o  be c r i t i c a l  y e a r s  i n  
t h e  e r r a t i c  cour se  of t h e  Japanese Communist p a r t y .  In  1960, 
it i n t e r r u p t e d  a l o n g  series of domestic f a i l u r e s  by p a r t i c i -  
p a t i n g  i n  a broad l e f t i s t  f r o n t  which achieved t h e  overthrow 
of t h e  Ki sh i  government and t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of P r e s i d e n t  
Eisenhower's  v i s i t  t o  Japan ,  Subsequent ly ,  it has  t aken  
advantage of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  t o  a s s e r t  a degree  of 
independence of Moscow, w h i l e  r e a s s e r t i n g  its own brand of 
m i l i t a n t  anti-Americanism. Under p r e s s u r e  f r o m  middle- leve l ,  
China- t ra ined cadres t h e  p a r t y  has  t aken  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  pro- 
Pe ip ing  s tance i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and its p ro fes sed  
nonalignment i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  does no t  bear s c r u t i n y .  

problems t o  t h e  JCP. On one hand it enjoyed--along w i t h  
o t h e r  pa r t i e s - - a  freedom from p o l i c e  harassment unheard of 
be fo re  t h e  war. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Occupation gave b i r t h  t o  
a burgeoning l a b o r  movement i n  which Communist s l o g a n s  could 
be expected t o  have c o n s i d e r a b l e  appea l .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
g r a s s - r o o t s  a n t  i-Communism i n  Japan had been nourished by 
w a r t i m e  propaganda, by J C P  demands f o r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  of t h e  
Emperor, and by R u s s i a ' s  e leventh-hour  e n t r y  on t h e  A l l i e d  
s i d e  i n  t h e  war. Any d o u b t  as t o  where t h e  p a r t y ' s  l o y a l t y  
l a y  was qu ick ly  d i s p e l l e d  when t h e  JCP defended R u s s i a ' s  
t e r r i t o r i a l  acguisit  i ons  from Japan. 

In  t h e  l a t e  1940s t h e  p a r t y  found i t s e l f  i n  competi- 
t i o n  wi th  t h e  Occupation--whose land  reform program under- 
c u t  JCP p rospec t s  i n  t h e  countryside--and t h e  rapidly-grow- 
ing  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y ,  which was as Marxist  a s  t h e  JCP wi thout  
any of t h e  l a t t e r ' s  f o r e i g n  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  Nonetheless  t h e  
p a r t y  enjoyed some success i n  o rgan iz ing  labor union a f f i l i -  
a tes  and i n  i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h o s e  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t s .  I n  t h e  
Lower Houee e l e c t i o n s  of 1949, t h e  p a r t y  gained 10 p e r c e n t  
of t h e  popular  vote--its b e s t  electim showing t o  date.  

Japan a f t e r  s u r r e n d e r  posed both  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and 
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Although t h e  JCP's f o r t u n e s  began t o  wane i n  t h e  
l a s t  h a l f  of 1949, t h e  most damaging blow came from abroad.  
I n  January 1950, t h e  Cominform j o u r n a l  rebuked t h e  JCP ' f o r  
its g r a d u a l i s t  p o l i c i e s ,  which were then  o u t  of l i n e  wi th  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t ac t ics  of o t h e r  Asian Communist p a r t i e s .  
I n  May 1960, j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  Korean war began, t h e  p a r t y  
decided t h a t  t h e  "main blow" m u s t  be directed a t  t h e  Occupa- 
t i o n ,  The Cominf orm crit icism, r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  decis ion,  
launched t h e  JCP on t w o  d i sas t rous  years of hit -and-run 
t e r r o r i s m  which c o s t  t h e  p a r t y  almost a l l  of its popular  
s u p p o r t ,  w i t h o u t  ach iev ing  t h e  presumed goal of d i s r u p t i n g  
t h e  UN w a r  e f for t  i n  Korea. In s t ances  of Communist v i o l e n c e  
prompted General MacArthur t o  purge the p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  
from p u b l i c  o f f i c e  i n  June 1950, and from t h a t  t i m e  u n t i l  
mid-1955 t h e  p a r t y  i n  e f f e c t .  was underground. 

base  for  its s t r a t egy ' ;  whether J apan ' s  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  as 
a "semi-occupied" coun t ry  c a l l e d  f o r  a domestic revoltat  i on  
or f o r  a p r i o r  struggle t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  American presence ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  U.S. bases .  P a r t y  leaders decreed  a two-revolu- 
t i o n  s t r a t e g y  i n  which t h e  p a r t y  would first u n i t e  w i t h  
o t h e r  l e f t i s t  e lements  i n  a "democratic" r e v o l u t i o n  (a rev- 
o l u t i o n  which was t o  be one f a c e t  of t h e  "main blow" directed 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Occupat ion) ,  and o n l y  a f t e r  t h i s  g o a l  was achieved 
w o u l d  s eek  a * l s o c i a l i s t "  r e v o l u t i o n .  This .  Strhtegy--based 
on a n  equa t ion  of t h e  U.S. presence  w i t h  t h e  main enemy, 
'I i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  It and p r e s c r i b i n g  a two-stage re- 
volut ion--has  been t h e  p a r t y  l i n e  s i n c e  1952, or about  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  s y s t e m a t k  terrorism was abandoned. 
emphasis on anti-Americanism has  se rved  as a bond between 
t h e  JCP and Pe ip ing .  Domest ical ly ,  however, it has  tended 
t o  e s t r a n g e  t h e  p a r t y  from o t h e r  l e f t i s t  e lements  which, 
a l though themselves  a n t i - l e s t e r n ,  are o r i e n t e d  toward a pro- 
gram of domest ic  reform.  Even w i t h i n  t h e  JCP,  a minor i ty  
w i t h i n  p a r t y  headquar t e r s  has  argued t h a t  a two-revolut  ion- 
a r y  s t r a t e g y  which dates  f r o m  be fo re  World War I1 is obsolete; 
t h a t  t h e  San F ranc i sco  t r e a t y  restored Japanese sove re ign ty ,  
American bases no twi ths t and ing ;  and t h a t  t h e  degree of in -  
d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  Japan has  made it an advanced c a p i t a l i s t  
coun t ry  and hence r i p e  fo r  r e v o l u t i o n .  

In  t h i s  period: t h e  JCP w a s  d iv ided  on t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

The r e s u l t a n t  
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The JCPj when it s u r f a c e d  i n  1955, was l i t t l e  more 
t h a n  a minor appendage t o  t h e  Japanese l e f t .  I t  b e n e f i t e d  ' 
however, f r o m  t h e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  of t h e  Marxian Socialists 
t o  j o i n t  s t r u g g l e s "  on v a r i o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  and 
from its i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  headquar t e r s  of t h e  l e a d i n g  l a b o r  
f e d e r a t i o n ,  Sohyo. Various l e f t i s t  groups,  such  as t h e  
c o u n c i l  f o r  m r o h i b i t  ion of n u c l e a r  weapons , Gensuikgo, 
went through a l t e r n a t i n g  c y c l e s  of coope ra t ion  and non-co- 
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  JCP. Japanese soc ia l i s t s  showed none 
of t h e  ave r s ion  of t h e i r  European c o u n t e r p a r t s  t o  uni ted  
f r o n t  a c t i v i t i e s  wi th  t h e  Communists. 

Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  J C P  as of 1955 w a s  a f r u s t r a t e d  
and i n e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Its numbers were s m a l l  and 
its in f luence  s l i g h t  , p a r t i c u l a r l y  when compared w i t h  t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y .  The JCP was i n t e r n a l l y  confused over  its 
proper  f u n c t i o n  i n  a tlsemi-occupiedll coun t ry ;  i n t e r n a t  ion- 
a l l y ,  its l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  Communist movement had been 
demonstrated t o  be poor t o  n o n e x i s t e n t .  
f i c i e n t l y  ha ras sed  w i t h i n  Japan t h a t  it had n o t  had a chance 
t o  a s s e s s  its role i n  t h e  era  a f t e r  S t a l i n .  In s h o r t ,  it 
had shown a s i n g u l a r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  " c r e a t i v e l y  adapt" its 
p o l i c i e s  t o  postwar Japan. 

The p a r t y  was s u f -  

The dep th  of f e e l i n g  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s t r a t e g y  
d i d  n o t  become apparent  u n t i l  1961. A secondary t r e n d  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  p a r t y , .  meanwhile, was a d e s i r e  f o r  g r e a t e r .  independ- 
e n c e .  The r e v e l a t i o n  of S t a l i h ' s  crimes a t  t h e  20th  CPSU 
Congress , a long  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Hungary, 
damaged t h e  J C P  domes t i ca l ly  and may have tu rned  it away 
from t h e  USSR. An a r t i c l e  i n  a p a r t y  j o u r n a l  i n  October 
1956 gave an unusual p u b l i c  a i r i n g  of  a minor JCP o f f i c i a l ' s  
" l o n g - f e l t  i nd igna t ion"  a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  "b l ind  obedience t o  
a f o r e i g n  power." 

I n  mid-1958, t h e  JCP's r e l a t i o n s  wi th  China--which 
had always been fr iendly--were g iven  p o s i t i v e  impetus w i t h  
t h e  r e t u r n  of JCP cadres from t r a i n i n g  i n  China. As t h e  
JCP came t o  r ega rd  t h e  f a c t i o n  l e d  by S h o j i r o  Kasuga as 
c o n s t i t u t i n g  its own " r e v i s i o n i s t "  t h r e a t ,  P e i p i n g ' s  a t t a c k s  
on T i to i sm came t o  have s p e c i a l  meaning t o  t h e  Japanese.  
JCP organs  remained s i l e n t  on i s s u e s  which d i v i d e d  Moscow 
and Pe ip ing ,  however, and t h e  p a r t y  cont inued  t o  r e c e i v e  
a s s i s t a n c e  from both.  

- iii - 
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Domest ical ly ,  t h e  h igh  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  JCP came i n  1960, 
when it p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a broad l e f t i s t  c o a l i t i o n  whose 
street demonst ra t ions  fo rced  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of P r e s i d e n t  

I Eisenhower 's  scheduled v i s i t ,  and so d i s c r e d i t e d  Premier 
K i sh i  a s  t o  f o r c e  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  The c o a l i t i o n  f a i l e d  
i n  its main ob jec t ive - - the  b locking  of a r e v i s e d  Japan-U.S. I 

I s e c u r i t y  t r ea ty - -bu t  t h e  JCP played a cons ide rab le  r o l e  i n  

U n i t e d  States as w e l l  as a g a i n s t  t h e  K i s h i  government. 
I a s s u r i n g  t h a t  the demonst ra t ions  were tu rned  a g a i n s t  t h e  ~ 

I 

The p a r t y ' s  euphor ia  over  t h e  e v e n t s  of 1960 w a s  I 

s h o r t - l i v e d .  The Japanese r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  , 
riots w a s  one of n a t i o n a l  embarrassment, and o t h e r  p a r t i c i -  
pan t s  i n  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  made a show o f , d i s s o c i a t i n g  t h e m -  
s e l v e s  from t h e  JCP, t h e  one group which viewed t h e  r i o t s  
w i t h  undisguised d e l i g h t  I n  t he  Lower House e l e c t i o n s  
of 1960 t h e  JCP won on ly  t h r e e  pe rcen t  of t h e  popular  vo te ,  
a t  a t i m e  when its leaders hoped fo r  g r e a t  t h i n g s .  More- 
ove r ,  i n  a p a r t y  prone t o  i n t r o s p e c t i o n ,  t h e  p a r t i a l  success 
of t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign i n s p i r e d  q u e s t i o n s  and doubts .  
Most cadres agreed t h a t  t h e  demonst ra t ions  had been an 
example of "peaceful"  tact ics  a t  t h e i r  b e s t .  From t h i s  
judgment, some argued t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  should forget about  
an a t tempt  a t  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  whi le  o t h e r s  coneended 
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had erred i n  pot s w i t c h i n g  t o  v i o l e n t  methods 
when t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  demonst ra t ions  were a t  t h e i r  peak.  

June 1960, t h e  Japanese were a c e n t e r  of a t t r a c t i o n .  There 
t h e  JCP d e l e g a t i o n  f a i l e d  t o  l i n e  up wi th  t h e  Moscow-oriented 
s a t e l l i t e s  i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Chinese,  b u t  otherwise maintained 
an appearance of n e u t r a l i t y .  The s t o r y  was much t h e  same 
a t  t h e  Moscow conference  i n  November. In  h i s  one addres s ,  
Japanese d e l e g a t e  Hakamada i m p l i c i t l y  urged t h e  Chinese 
and S o v i e t s  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  b u t  u n l i k e  t h e  
Vietnamese de lega t ion ,  appears  t o  have made no e f f o r t  a t  
mediat ion.  

A t  the ,  Bucharest  conference  of Communist p a r t i e s  in 

The m u l t i p a r t y  s t a t e m e n t  produced by t h e  conference  
conta ined  a s e c t i o n  whichA4may have been sought  by t h e  Jap- 
anese.  I t  noted t h a t  I t in  some non-European, developed cap i -  
t a l i s t  n a t i o n s  which are under t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and 
m i l i t a r y  domination of U.S. imperial ism,  t h e  working c lass  
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and t h e  people  d i rec t  t h e  main blow a g a i n s t  U.S. imper ia l -  
ist dominatiop, and also a g a i n s t  monopoly c a p i t a l . .  . I t  

(emphasis added).  
endorsement of its long-s tanding  s t r a t e g y  t o  p u t  down t h e  
m o s t  serious i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n  s i n c e  World War 11. 

Th e J C P  1 e a d e r s h i p  sough,% t o  u s e  t h i s  

As e a r l y  a s  1958, a f a c t i o n  led by Cen t ra l  Committee- 
man S h o j i r o  Kasuga had openly  cha l lenged  t h e  p a r t y ' s  t w o -  
r e v o l u t i o n s  s t r a t e g y .  Kasuga minimized t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e  U.S. presence  i n  Japan,  obse rv ing  i n  one i n s t a n c e  
t h a t  ''even under complete m i l i t a r y  occupat ion ,  t h e  people  
i n  Okinawa succeeded i n  e l e c t i n g  f i  Communist7 as Mayor of 
Naha by an overwhelming m a j o r i t y  of v o t e s  . I t  -Kasuga was 
less t h a n  s p e c i f i c  concern ing  h i s  own program, b u t  appeared 
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  J C P  w a s  capable  of c o n t r o l l i n g  a un i t ed  
f r o n t  a g a i n s t  K i sh i ,  and of convect ing  a "democratic" revo- 
l u t i o n  i n t o  a one-stage " S o c i a l i s t "  r e v o l u t i o n .  The crown- 
i n g  embarrassment t o  Miyamoto and Nosaka came a t  t h e  Seventh 
Pa r ty  Congress, i n  J u l y  1958, when Kasuga m u s t e r e d  s u f f i -  
c i e n t  suppor t  t o  d e f e a t  a d r a f t  p l a t f o r m  which embodied t h e  
two-revolut ion. s t r a t e g y .  

A r m e d  wi th  its mandate from t h e  M Q B ~ O W  conference ,  
t h e  JCP l e a d e r s h i p  scheduled a new p a r t y  congress  f o r  1961. 
Once aga in  Kasuga proved i n t r a n s i g e n t ,  and on t h e  eve  of 
t h e  conference announced h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  JCP. H i s  
d e f e c t i o n  t r i g g e r e d  t h e  purge of f o u r  c e n t r a l  committeemen 
and s o m e  340 o t h e r  cadres, t h e  bulk of whom--in a d d i t i o n  t o  
f a v o r i n g  a s i n g l e - r e v o l u t i o n  s t ra tegy--were o r i e n t e d  towards 
Moscow r a t h e r  t han  Pe ip ing .  Although t h e  purge stemmed 
from i s s u e s  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  JCP, a r e s u l t  was t h e  weaken- 
i n g  of pro-Soviet  sen t iment  w i t h i h  t h e  p a r t y .  

On t h e  i s s u e  of Albania ,  the  J C P  from t h e  t i m e  of 
t h e  Moscow conference  of 1960 fol lowed a l i n e  p a r t i a l  t o  
Pe ip ing .  It echoed Chinese cr i t ic ism of Yugoslavia,  d i d  
n o t  j o i n  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  a t t a c k i n g  Albania,  and cont inued 
t o  send f r a t e r n a l  g r e e t i n g s  t o  t h e  Albanians on a p p r o p r i a t e  
a n n i v e r s a r i e s .  Although pro-Peiping sen t iment  w a s  on t h e  
upswing w i t h i n  t h e  JCP, its a t t i t u d e  toward Albania  appears  
t o  have stemmed i n  p a r t  from a preoccupat ion  w i t h  r e v i s i o n -  
i s m  as exempl i f ied  by Kasuga, and by a wish t o  d e f i n e  b e t t e r  
t h e  l ine- -somet imes  blurred--which s e p a r a t e d  t h e  JCP from 
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o t h e r  groups on Japan ' s  Marxist  l e f t .  3CP p o l i c y  a lso re- 
flected awareness w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  of its s t a t u s  as a, member 
of t h e  Asian minor i ty  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commupist  
movement, an awareness which l e d  t h e  p a r t y  t o  suppor t  Pe ip ing  
i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of m a j o r i t y  r u l e  a t  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  conferences  . 

Although r ep resen ted  on ly  by proxy on t h e  JCP c e n t r a l  
committee, t h e  young-Turk China-t rained f a c t i o n  r ece ived  
p o s i t i o n s  a t  t h e  Eighth  P a r t y  Congress which enhanced its 
in f luence .  According t o  I , t h e s e  pro-Pei- 
p ing  cadres demonstrated mdrked impat i e n c e 2 i t h  S e c r e t a r y  
General '  Miyamoto. 
cadres were s t r o n g l y  represented--began t o  show pro-Chinese 
and an t i -Sov ie t  b ias .  I n  January 1962, t h e  p a r t y ' s  bimonthly 
World P o l i t i c a l  Data devoted m o s t  of an i s s u e  t o  the ques -  
m o ?  Albania a n d i n c l u d e d ,  i n  m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t i n g  Albania,  
Hoxha's November 1961 a t t a c k  on Khrushchev. A l s o  i n  January  
1962, an at tempt  by t h e  Sov ie t  embassy t o  d i s t r i b u t e  c o p i e s  
of a j o u r n a l  c r i t i c i z i n g  China was f r u s t r a t e d  by local J C P  
o f f i c i a l s  

JCP p u b l i c a t  ions--on which pro-Peiping 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Cuban missile crisis, t h e  JCP 
echoed P e i p i n g ' s  charges  a g a i n s t  t h e  USSR i n  a s l i g h t l y  
mi lde r  ve in .  An e d i t o r i a l  i n  Red F lag  charged w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  Kennedy-Khrushchev n e g o t i a t i o n s  t h a t  " the  i m p e r i a l i s t s '  
promise t o  main ta in  peace is wor th less . ' '  A secDnd Red F l a g  
a r t i c l e  charged t h e  USSR wi th  "condoning" t h e  i n s t  i s i c  
of war by t h e  U.S. In  December 1962 a J C P  organ took  formal  
n o t i c e  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  f o r  t h e  first t i m e  when 
R e d  F lag  p r i n t e d  both  Khrushchev's f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  speech  
t o t h e u p r e m e  Sov ie t  and a kh inese  ar t ic le  a t t a c k i n g  it. 
B u t  whereas Red F l a g  p r i n t e d  P e i p i n g ' s  r e b u t t a l  i n  its 
e n t i r e t y ,  itxlm from Khrushchev's speech m o s t  of h i s  
cri t icism of China. 

Although t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  J C P  w a s  h a r d l y  n e u t r a l ,  
t h e  p a r t y  sought  t o  remain nominally nonal igned.  JCP cadres 
were warned, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  not  t o  t a k e  s ides  i n  t h e  Sino- 
Sov ie t  d ihpu te .  A t  its plenum i n  February 1963, t h e  p a r t y  
sought  a more p o s i t i v e  r o l e  as a."nonaligned" p a r t y  in t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movement, and attempted t o  assume t h e  role of 
mediator  which it had l e t  s l i p  away i n  1960. The p a r t y  
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' announced,, "we propose t h a t  open d i s c u s s i o n  a . of a s p e c i f i c  
p a r t y . .  .be s topped ,  and t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  i n  harmony make 
p o s i t i v e  effor ts  t o  hold t a l k s  o r  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  confer -  
ence t o  s e t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  of opinion."  

The J C P v s  c a l l  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  appears  
t o  have been regarded i n  both  Moscow and Pe$ping as a show 
of independence by t h e  Japanese.  During 1963, Japan became 
a propaganda ba t t l eg round  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e :  a t  
s t a k e  was no t  o n l y  t h e  J C P  b u t  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  pro- 
l e t a r i a t  i n  F ree  Asia. The USSR brought  p r e s s u r e  t o  bear 
on l e f t i s t  booksltores no t  t o ' h a h d l e  Chinese p e r i o d i c a l s .  
Pe i p i n g  re t  a1  iated,  o f f e r  in@; its pub1 icat  ions t o  Japanese 
o u t l e t s  a t  ba rga in  rates.  

Gensukkyo conference  a t  Hiroshima , where name-call i n g  be- 
tween  Sovie t  and Chinese delegates prompted a walkout by 
non-Communist d e l e g a t e s  and l e f t  t h e  anti-bomb o r g a n i z a t i o n  
badly  shaken. The J C P  j o i n e d  t h e  Chinese t h e r e  i n  r i d i c u l -  
i n g  t h e  July t es t  ban agreement, t o  t h e  de t r imen t  of t h e  
JCP's domestic p r o s p e c t s  i n  a coun t ry  where p a c i f i s m  is a 
byword. Even under provoca t ion ,  S o v i e t  delegates sought  
t o  main ta in  c o r r e c t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  J C P ,  and spurned 
o v e r t u r e s  f r o m  f o l l o w e r s  of S h o j i r o  Kasuga. Sov ie t  p o l i c y  
towards t h e  JCP con t inues  t o  be one of fo rbea rance ,  stemming 
from MOSCOW'S desire ti> iso la te  China w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  Communist movement 

In  November 1963, Red F l a g  f e a t u r e d  an extended 
d ia logue  concerning t h e  S E - M e t  d i s p u t e  which was n o t a b l e  
f o r  its pro-Chinese bias.  

The most dramatic c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w a s  a t  t h e  n i n t h  

Q. I t  is s a i d  t h a t  one of t h e  t w o  p a r t i e s  
i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  wants peace and t h e  a t h e r '  
war. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A:....Some people  contend t h a t  t h e  CCP wants 
war. I t  is a well-known f a c t ,  however, t h a t  
t h e  government and people  of China are per -  
s i s t e n t l y  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  peace i n  A s i a  and 
t h e  rest of t h e  world.  The F ive  P r i n c i p l e s  
of Peacefu l  Coexis tence were first proposed 
by t h e  CPR Government. 
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Q: What is t h e  JCP a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  
ideo1 og ic  a1 d i s p u t e ?  

A :  The q u e s t i o n  is o f t e n  asked which s i d e  
t h e  JCP s u p p o r t s - - t h e  CPSU or t h e  CCP. How- 
e v e r ,  t h i s  method of q u e s t i o n i n g  is not  good .... 
Behind t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h e r e  is hidden an e v i l  
i n t e n t - - t o  denounce the JCP for "being sub- 
o r d i n a t e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  CPSU o r  t h e  CCP.l' A l l  
Communist p a r t i e s  are independent and equa l  
f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s ,  e The J C P  decides its 
own a t t i t u d e  from t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i -  
c a1 s t a n d p o i n t  

Q: What is t h e  cour se  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
confus ion  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e ?  

A: There can  be d i f f e r e n c e s  of op in ion  
among Communist p a r t i e s  j u s t  as among 
b r o t h e r s .  There are r u l e s  on how t o  
set t le  d i f f e r e n c e s  of opindon among Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s .  The MQSCOW s t a t emen t ,  
which was adopted unanimously by 81 Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s  t h e  world ove r  i n  November 
1960, s t a t e d ,  "Communist and workers '  
p a r t i e s  of t h e  n a t i o n s  should  hold con- 
f e r e n c e s ,  i f  necessary . . .  and reach agree- 
ment on j o i n t  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  struggle aimed 
a t  t h e  common target.  When any one p a r t y  
has a doubt as to the p o l i c y  of another  
f r a t e r n a l  p a r t y ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  former 
should propose t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  
t o  i r o n  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e . "  

It is regretable t h a t  t h i s  r u l e  has 
been broken and t h a t  t h e  d i s p u t e  has  come 
o u t  i n  t h e  open.. e A t  t h e  congresses  of 
a number of Communist p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Albanian 
Workers P a r t y  and t h e  CCP were openly cd i t i c t i zed .  
Th i s  is unreasonable,P%oo. 

The Red F l a g  d i a logue  may have been prompted by c r i t -  
i c i s m  of t h c a - f r o m  Pe ip ing ,  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, t h e  
Chinese have evidenced something less than  complete s a t i s f a c t i o n  
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w i t h  t h e  course be ing  pursued by t h e  JCP. I n  conve r sa t ion  
w i t h  a JCP c e n t r a l  committeeman i n  October 1963, a s e n i o r  
Chinese Communist o f f i c i a l  had t aken  excep t ion  t o  h i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of t h e  JCP as " f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  CCP" i n  t h e  
S i n o - S w i e t  d i s p u t e .  The Chinese charged t h a t  t h e  JCP had 
"not y e t  declared i t s e l f ' '  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  and p o i n t e d l y  
asked i f  there were "problemst1 wi th in  t h e  p a r t y .  In view 

. of such p r e s s u r e  on t h e  JCP to decJhre, i t s e l f  i r r e v o c a b l y  
for Peip ing ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  nominal "nonalignment" may r ep re -  
s e n t  a genuine desire t o  ma in ta in  a degree  of independence 
of both Moscow and Pe ip ing .  

I t  remains t r u e ,  however, t h a t  t h e  JCP h a s  been pro- 
p e l l e d  by a combination of f ac to r s - - inc lud ing  its m i l i t a n t  
a n t  i-Americanism, preoccupat ion  w i t h  r ev i s ion i sm,  and t h e  
r ise  of a v igorous  China- t ra ined  . fact ion-- to  a p o s i t i o n  
sympathe t ic  t o  China i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  dispuXe. The p a r t y ' s  
new-found s e n s e  of independence, t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it con t inues  t o  r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  from Moscow 
as w e l l  as Pe ip ing ,  h a s  t h u s  f a r  led  t h e  p a r t y  not t o  burn 
its b r idges  t o  Moscow. 

Domest ical ly ,  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  JCP are n o t  promis- 
ing .  Its a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  P e i p i n g ' s  high-rksk i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
p o l i c i e s  is damaging t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  and c o n s t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e  
S o c i a l i s t s  e spousa l  of MOSCOW'S <.coexis tence  l i n e .  Contin- 
ua t ion  of t h e  p r e s e n t  moderate t r e n d  w i t h i n  t h e  JSP could 
b e n e f i t  t h e  Communists, however, by l e a v i n g  t h e  JCP i n  s o l e  
posses s ion  of t h e  f a r  l e f t  on Japan ' s  p o l i t i c a l  spectrum. 
Although popular  suppor t  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  remains s m a l l  (it 
rece ived  4 percen t  of the popular  vote i n  t h e  1963 elec- 
t i o n s ) ,  and its r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  other elements  of t h e  f a r  
l e f t  a r e . p o o r ,  t h e  "uni ted  front" of 1960 c o u l d  be restored 
i f  a dramatic issue arises. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l %  t h e  p a r t y @ s  v e t e r a n  l e a d e r s  w i l l  
probably at tempt  t o  keep the,3JCP nominally nonal igned,  and 
t o  d e a l  wi th  s e n s i t i v e  i n t r a b l o c  i s s u e s  on ly  when f o r c e d  
t o  do so .  They may seek  a r o l e  i n  mediat ing t h e  Sino- 
Sov ie t  d i s p u t e  should an o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t  i t s e l f ,  The 
p a r t y ' s  c a u t i o u s l y  pro-Peiping program may n o t  s a t i s f y  
younger pro-China e lements ,  however, and t h e  Miyamoto- 
Nosaka group appears  under i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  t o  commit 
i t s e l f  more completely t o  Pe ip ing .  In  t h e  absence of an 
e f f e c t i v e  pro-Soviet  f actdon w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  any r e o r i e n -  
t a t i o n  w i l l  almost c e r t a i n l y  be i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Pe ip ing .  
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I .  SETTING THE STAGE 

A .  A "Lovable Communist Par ty"  

P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Marxism has commanded a f o l lbwing  i n  
Japan s i n c e  be fo re  World War I. J a p a n ' s  f i r s t  S o c i a l i s t  
p a r t y  w a s  formed i n  1906, and t h e  Japanese Communist p a r t y ,  
which celebrated its f o r t y - f i r s t  "b i r thday"  i n  J u l y  1963, 
is one of t h e  oldest  i n  A s i a .  Because of t h e  h igh  degree  
of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  Japan,  some Comintern p l a n n e r s  o 
t h e  1920s saw Japan as t h e  Asian coun t ry  most l i k e l y  t o  
fo l low t h e  model of t h e  Russian r e v o l u t i o n .  ' 

l e m s  stemming both  from t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Japan and t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  abroad." 
end of World War I1 t h e  p a r t y  w a s  under cont inuous  p o l i c e  
harassment .  There w a s  no organized  l a b o r  movement i n  Japan 
f o r  it t o  i n f  i l t s a t e ,  nor  any d i s c e r n i b l e  peasant  u n r e s t .  
In  t h e  absence of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  direct  a c t i o n ,  t h e  
p a r t y  w a s  long  conf ined  t o  a handful  of hardy i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
Even so ,  it made s u f f i c i e n t  conve r t s  t h a t  i n  March 1928 t h e  
p o l i c e  launched a campaign t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  p a r t y  e n t i r e l y .  
The i n i t i a l  round-up of some 1,500 p a r t y  s u s p e c t s  was fol-  
lowed by other a r r e s t s ,  and by 1929 t h e  p a r t y  was l i t t l e  
more t h a n  a s h e l l .  

were f i r s t  comp,Bunded by i n e p t  f o r e i g n  guidance.  From 1927 
t o  1931 t h e  p a r t y  ope ra t ed  on t h e  basis  of sporadic Comin- 
t e r n  d i r e c t i v e s  which g e n e r a l l y  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  N i k o l a i  
Bukharin.  These looked t o  an  e a r l y  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  Japan,  and c a l l e d  fo r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Imper i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  Following t h e  purge of Bukharin i n  1929, dhe 
Cornintern i s s u e d  an even more r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i r e c t i v e ,  
d r a f t e d  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  JCP l e a d e r  J o k i s h i  Kazama. 
I n  t h a t  yea r  Kazama, a s  chairman of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee, 
set f o r t h  a new t h e s i s  as a guide  f o r  t h e  p a r t y .  Whereas 
Bukharin had c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Japanese c a p i t a l i s m  as 'merely 
on a " r i s i n g  cu rve , "  t h e  1931 Thes i s  concluded t h a t  c a p i t a l -  
i s m  i n  Japan had reached t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e ,  t h e  dominat ion of 
monopoly c a p i t a l ,  and called f o r  an immediate p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n .  

The JCP ,  however, w a s  beset from t h e  first by prob- 

U n t i l .  t h e  

It was du r ing  t h e  1930s t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
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Even a s  t h e  1931 Thes i s  was exp la ined  t o  cadres i n  
Japan,  it was be ing  r e v i s e d .  Anxious t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  t h r e a t  t o  China, t h e  Comintern set t o  r e v i s i n g  t h e  1931 
T h e s i s  t h a t  it might t a k e  g r e a t e r  account  of Japanese m i l i -  
t a r i s m .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a s u c c e s s f u l  p r o l e t a r i a n  revolu-  
t i o n  was d i sca rded .  In s t ead  t h e  JCP was reminded t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s  ion  a t  home and m i l i t a r y  aggres s ion  abroad 
were d i f f e r e n t  s i d e s  of t h e  same coin; t h a t  as a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  Sino-Japanese w a r  an "extremely complex" s i t u a t i o n  had 
developed; and, m o s t  impor tan t ,  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g -  
g l e  a t  home would now have t o  be secondary t o  a popular  
f r o n t  a g a i n s t  Japanese imperial ism.  Des t ruc t ion  of t h e  
emperor system was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as " the v e r y  f i r s t  of our  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  tasks"  i n  Japan .  

The 1932 Thes i s  gave the  JCP a tas te  of what was t o  
come. As a sudden s w i t c h  i n  t h e  Moscow l i n e ,  it encouraged 
a new element of i n s e c u r i t y  i n t o  a group a l r e a d y  s e n s i t i v e  
t o  ques t ions  of i d e o l o g i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s .  As a r a t i o n a l i z a -  
t i o n  of Sovie t  i n t e r e s t s ,  it encouraged i n t e l l e c t u a l  h a t  ion 
i n  a par ty  a l r eady  prone t o  s c h o l a s t i c  inbreeding .  I n  t h e  
1930&, t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c h a r a c t e r  of Japanese m i l i t a r i s m  could 
be d i sce rned  wi thout  d i f f i c u l t y ,  and t h e  premise of t h e  
1932 Thes i s  w a s  accepted  wi thout  q u e s t i o n  by t h e  JCP.  Prob- 
a b l y  few cad res  suspec ted  t h a t  t h e  1932 Thes i s  would con t inue  
t o  be t h e  main gu ide  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  when t h e  Japanese m i l i -  
tar ism of t h e  1930s had g iven  way t o  t h e  A l l i e d  occupat ion  
of t h e  l a t e  1940s.  

A g radual  awareness wi th in  t h e  Comintern of t h e  
l i m i t e d  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  J C P  may have caused t h e  p a r t y  
t o  be p laced  on t h e  Cornintern's back burner  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1930s.  I n  any case, no comprehensive guidance was f o r t h -  
coming between t h e  1932 Thes i s  and t h e  May Thes i s  of 1950. 
The p a r t y  was no t  wi thout  va lue  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union; hard- 
core cadres s t a f f e d  t h e  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  spy r i n g  of 
Richard Sorge du r ing  World War 11. B u t  it a l l  bu*c ceased 
t o  e x i s t  as a p a r t y  u n t i l  V-J Day, 

On October 4, 1945, SCAP Order No. 93 w a s  passed t o  
t h e  postwar Japanese government, E n t i t l e d  "Removal of 
Restr ic t ions on P o l i t i c a l ,  C i v i l  and R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t i e s ,  
it d i r e c t e d  t h e  release of a l l  persons  imprisoned on o t h e r  
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t h a n  c r i m i n a l  charges .  Under t h e  o r d e r  some 200 Communists 
were released, i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  who would  s h o r t l y  achieve  
prominence: Kyuichi Tokuda, Yoshio Shiga,  Kenj i Miyamoto 
and Satomi Hakamada. 

i 

The p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  its f i r s t  postwar guidance follow- 
i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  from Yenan of  Sanzo Nosaka i n  January  1946. 
As t h e  "roving ambassador" of Japanese Communism and a recog- 
n i zed  p ro tege  of Mao Tse-tung, Nosaka was accorded a h e r o ' s  
welcome by t h e  JCP. Although Tokuda was named S e c r e t a r y  
General  and nominal head of t h e  J C P  p a r t y  t ac t ics  were the 
s p e c i a l  p rovince  of  Nosaka. In  r e f b r e n c e  t o  a remark of 
Nosaka's,  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1945 t o  mid-1950 is o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  
t o  as t h a t  of t h e  "lovable Communist Par ty ."  

Although Nosaka is less a c t i v e  i n  JCP c o u n c i l s  today,  
he remains t h e  p a r t y ' s  dominant f i g u r e  of  t h e  postwar pe r iod .  
When pe rmi t t ed  t o  do so, he  demonstrated a t a c t i c a l  f l e x i -  
b i l i t y  n o t  u n l i k e  t h a t  of Mao, under p o s s i b l y  more d i f f i c u l t  
c o n d i t i o n s .  Even after it became apparent  t h a t  t h e  Emperor 
enjoyed c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  postwar Japan,  t h e  JCP 
remained committed t o  h'is d e s t r u c t i o n .  Under Nosaka's 
guidance,  however, p a r t y  spokesmen made a fine d i s t i n c t i o n  
between t h e  "odious Emperor system" and t h e  person of 
Emperor Hi roh i to .  Most of a l l ,  Nosaka sought  t o  associate 
t h e  JCP w i t h  t h e  concept  of "peaceful"  r e v o l u t i o n .  

Nosaka's gradual i sm gained formal endorsement a t  
t h e  F i f t h  P a r t y  Congress i n  February 1946. A t  t h e  congress  
Nosaka r e a d  a d r a f t  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t he  o b j e c t i v e  
of t h e  JCP was a bourgeois  democrat ic  r e v o l u t i o n  by peace- 
f u l  means, fol lowed by t h e  e s t ab l i shmed t  of a " S o c i a l i s t "  
government. There was no  a t tack on t h e  occupat ion ,  a l though 
i n  1949--long a f t e r  t h e  USSR d i s s o c i a t e d  itself from SCAP- 
Nosaka would  cau t  i o u s l p  c h a r a c t e r i z e  Japan as under " i n t e r  - 
n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o q l  Among t h e  p a r t y ' s  i n t e rmed ia t e  objec- 
t i v e s  were t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of l and  r e n t s  and t h e  redistri- 
b u t i o n  of l and ;  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of the p r o p e r t y  of war 
c r i m i n a l s ;  and t h e  enactment of minimum wage and hour  l e g i s -  
l a t i on .  In  t h e  A p r i l  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  D i e t ,  Tokuda, Nosaka 
and t h r e e  o t h e r  p a r t y  members were elected t o  t h e  Lower 
House. The 2,135,000 v o t e s  p o l l e d  by t h e  JCP r e p r e s e n t e d  
about 4% of t h e  t o t a l  v o t e  cast. 
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Japan a f t e r  s u r r e n d e r  posed both  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and 
problems t o  t h e  JCP .  On one hand, t h e  Communists, a long  
w i t h  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  movements, enjoyed a degree  of freedom 
unheard of b e f o r e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A l l i e d  occupa t ion  was 
encouraging t h e  trade union movement, an area i n  which t h e  
p a r t y  correctly estimated t h a t  its s l o g a n s  should  have a 
s p e c i a l  appea l .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t w o  g e n e r a t i n n s  of 
Japanese had been brought  up t o  f e a r  and oppose t h e  Com- 
munis t s .  Ant i-Communist sen t iment  was nour i shed  by w a r t i m e  
propaganda, t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  h o s t i l i t y  of Japan f o r  R u s s i a ,  
t h e  anti-Emperor emphasis of t h e  p a r t y  program, and by t h e  
USSR's eleventh-hour  e n t r y  on t h e  A l l i e d  s ide  of t h e  war. 
Any doubts  a s  t o  where t h e  p a r t y ' s  sympathies  l a y  were d i s -  
p e l l e d  by its defense  of' R u s s i a ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n s  
a f t e r  t h e  war a t  J a p a n ' s  expense.  

In  c e r t a i n  areas of its program, t h e  JCP Pound it- 
s e l f  i n  compet i t ion  w i t h  t h e  occupying a u t h o r i t i e s .  A pro- 
gram of l and  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  w a s  developed 
and p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  by SCAP wi thout  t h e  b e n e f i t  of advice  
from t h e  J C P .  MacArthur "stole" ano the r  plank of t h e  Nosaka 
p l a t f o r m  i n  h i s  d i sman t l ing  of J a p a n ' s  f i n a n c i a l - i n d u s t r i a l  
combines, t h e  Zaibatsu.  

A second problem t o  t h e  JCP was t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y .  
The JSP was j u s t  as Marxist as t h e  JCP. Moreover, t h e  So- 
c ia l i s t s  had no dogmatic preconcept ions  concern ing  t h e  
Emperor, and were n o t  v u l n e r a b l e  on t h e  charge  of subse rv i -  
ence  t o  t h e  USSR. The JSP qu ick ly  emerged as t h e  main op- 
p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c o a l i t i o n  which has r u l e d  
Japan under v a r i o u s  names f o r  a l l  except  a f e y  months s i n c e  
t h e  w a r .  I 

The JCP's m o s t  conspicpous g a i n s  d u r i n g  the postwar I 

y e a r ,  J apan ' s  l a r g e s t  labor f ederat ion--the Na t iona l  Con- I 

1 
I 

y e a r s  were i n  t h e  f i e l d  of labor. I n  l i t t l e  more t h a n  a 

gress of I n d u s t r i a l  Unions (Sanbetsu)--was Communist-domi- 
na t ed ,  and c a l l i n g  on its m e m b e r  unions for a " s t r i k e  of- 
f ens ive . "  Its c a l l  f o r  a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  m e t  w i t h  a mixed 
r e a c t i o n  among union members, for t h e  economy was still 
p r o s t r a t e  from t h e  war and food s h o r t a g e s  f r e q u e n t .  The 
immediate i s s u e  was settled when SCAP forbade  any s t r i k e  I 

--the f i r s t  i n  a series of checks t o  t h e  burgeoning 

i 
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l e f t i s t - l a b o r  movement. B u t  Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n t o  
t h e  labor movement cont inued  a t  a rate which caused concern 
t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s ,  as w e l l  as t o  SCAP. 

A s  t h e  p a r t y  s t r u g g l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  on t h e  
l o c a l  s cene ,  its a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  Occupation w a s  one 
of c a u t i o u s  h o s t i l i t y .  Caut ion was d i c t a t ed  bothxby t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  USSR was a m e m b e r  of t h e  A l l i e d  Counci l ,  and 
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Marx nor  Lenin had d e f i n e d  the  
h i s t o r i c a l  role  of a postwar  occupat ion  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t  ion  
to Socialism. Nosaka,. p r e s s i n g  for  h i s  peace fu l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
a t  f i r s t  contended t h a t  it cou ld  be brought  about under t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  of m i l i t a r y  occupat ion .  I n  January  1948, t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee i s s u e d  an appea l  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  democratic 
f r o n t ,  s e r v i n g  n o t i c e  t h a t  it w a s  p repared  t o  coope ra t e  
w i t h  a l l  p a r t i e s  and groups des i rous  of "saving  t h e  n a t i o n . "  

JCP, o p e r a t i n g  as it d i d  under t h e  A l l i e d  occupat ion ,  seemed 
t o  be recognized by Moscow. The format ion  of t h e  Cominform 
i n  October 1947 had inaugura ted  a m i l i t a n t  t r e n d  w i t h i n  t h e  
world Communist movement, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  A s i a ;  i n  Burma, 
Indonesia  and Indochina loca l  p a r t i e s  sought  t o  seize powbr 
b y  f o r c e  . The r a l l y i n g  c r y ,  however, w a s  a n t  i - co lon ia l i sm,  
and there appears  t o  have been s o m e  q u e s t i o n  as t o  whether 
d i r e c t i v e s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  most p a r t i e s  were v a l i d  f o r  t h e  
JCP. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  was l e f t  t o  s h i f t  f o r  i tself  
u n t i l  1950 c e r t a i n l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Nosaka's g r a d u a l i s t  
p o l i c i e s  had a t  l eas t  t h e  Cominform's t a c i t  b l e s s i n g .  

I t  is worth n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  unusual p o s i t i o n  of t h e  

I n  January 1949, t h e  JCP reached a p o l i t i c a l  peak 
by winning 35 D i e t  sea t s  (out  of 466) i n  electiohs f o r  t h e  
Lower House, and g a i n i n g  almost  10% of t h e  popular  vo te .  
I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  JCP f o r t u n e s  i n  t h e  l a b o r  f i e l d  were on a 
d e c l i n e ;  indeed , '  t h e  p a r t y ' s  e l e c t i o n  showing stemmed more 
from l e f t i s t  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Soc ia l i s t s  t h a n  from 
enthus iasm f o r  t h e  Communists. Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  p a r t y  i n  
January  1949 was a force t o  be reckoned w i t h .  T o t a l  p a r t y  
membership was estimated by SCAP a t  around 150,000, and 
Communis t-dominated unions--despi te  cons ide rab le '  p r e s s u r e  
from a n t  i-Communist elements--remained i n f l u e n t  la1 ,, Return- 
i n g  p r i s o n e r s  from China showed t h e  e f f e c t  of Nosaka's teach-  
i n g s ,  and o f t e n  s t a g e d  pro-Communist demonst ra t ions  a t  dock- 
s i d e .  
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The f i n a l  months of 1949 were marked by a s i g n i f i c a n t  
d e c l i n e  i n  Communist f o r t u r e s  i n  t h e  l a b o r  arena.  I n  t h e  
af  termathl of several i n s t a n c e s  of Communist-inst igated v i o l -  
ence ,  anti-Communist e lements  gained c o n t r o l  of t h e  r a i l -  
way workers '  union, and gained a p o s i t i o n  by which t h e y  
c o u l d  cha l l enge  Communist domination of Sanbetsu.  A t  t h e  
peak of Communist labor successes i n  1948, some persons  
estimated t h e  number of workers i n  Communist-dominated 
unions a t  a s  many as f i v e  m i l l i o n .  By t h e  end of 1949, 
fo l lowing  numerous i n s t a n c e s  of sabo%age and t e r r o r i s m ,  
t h e  f i g u r e  w a s  less t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n .  

These s e t b a c k s  i n  t h e  l a b o r  f i e l d  were aot o f f s e t  
by successes e l sewhere .  Al though t h e  J C P  cont inued t o  
have a l a r g e  fo l lowing  among Koreans i n  Japan,  it was f r u s -  
t ra ted i n  t h e  oount rys ide .  N o t  on ly  w e r e  Japanese fa rmers  
g e n e r a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  o u t l o o k ,  b u t  t i m e s  were better 
on t h e  farms t h a n  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  and m o s t  farmers appeared 
s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  SCAP-sponsored l and  sale program. Few 
were impressed when c e n t r a l  committee member Yp j i ro  Konno 
r e p o r t e d  i n  December 1948 t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had succeeded i n  
producing i n  one n o r t h e r n  p r e f e c t u r e  "a r e d  and ma tu re  apple  
where on ly  a g reen  app le  e x i s t e d  before ."  

By t h e  end of 1949, t h e  JCP was unique among Asian 
p a r t i e s  f o r  its l a c k  of m i l i t a n c y  as w e l l  as conspicuous 
f o r  its l a c k  of success. A t  t h e  WFTU conference  i n  Pe ip ing  
(November-December 1949) , L i u  Shao-chi observed t h a t  "The 
f i g h t e r s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  wars i n  Vietnam, Burma, 
Indones ia ,  Malaya and t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  are a c t i n g  e n t i r e l y  
correctly." Nothing w a s  s a i d  of t h e  Japanese.  

I n  h i s  speech  Liu  went on t o  underscore t h e  m i l i t a n t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  1 ine  : 

The imperialists are d i s t u r b i n g  peace 
and s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  independence 
movements of t h e  colmnies  and semi-colonies  
by armed f o r c e .  In  view of t h i s ,  it is 
wholly j u s t i f i a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  and 
semi-colonia l  peoples  t o  conduct armed 
s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  armed 
a t t a c k s  and for t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  independence. 
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B u t  t h e  Japanese  Communists, a t  whom L i u ' s  remarks 
may have been i n  p a r t  disected, were n o t  t h e r e :  t h e y  had 
been denied ex i t  v i sa s  by General  MacArthur, and t h e  JCP 
was unrepresented .  While t h i s  i n c i d e n t  would n o t  appear  
of i t se l f  t o  be an insurmountable  communications bar, some- 
where a long  t h e  l i n e  t h e  J C P  mis sed  o u t  on t h e  word. The 
blow f e l l  on 6 January  1950, when t h e  Cominform j o u r n a l  
p r i n t e d  a s c a t h i n g  denunc ia t ion  of Nosaka and h i s  p o l i c i e s  
i n  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e d i t o r i a l  s igned  "Observer." Af t e r  
n o t i n g  " the  f a i l u r e  of  t h e  p r e d a t o r y  p l a n s  of t h e  American 
i m p e r i a l i s t s  i n  China and Korea, " t he  art icle i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  o n l y  i n  Japan had t h e  enemy achieved s i g n i f i c a n t  
successes, c i t i n g  t h e  number of bases i n  Japan and Okinawa 
being used by U.S. a i r c r a f t .  Charging t h a t  t h e  Japanese 
economy had been subve r t ed  by " h e r  i can  cap i t a l i s t s ,  '' t h e  
a r t ic le  concluded t h a t  it w a s  impera t ive  for Japan ' s  work- 
ers t o  have a clear program of a c t i o n .  The JCP should  be 
l e a d i n g  "democrat ic  forces" i n  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  "the independ- 
ence  of Japan" and t h e  withdrawal  of American t r o o p s .  

But d i d  t h e  JCP understand t h e  need f o r  such  a pro- 
gram? I t  d i d  no t :  

Thus, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Nosaka, one of t h e  
l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  Japanese Commun- 
ist p a r t y ,  ana lyz ing  J a p a n ' s  e x t e r n a l  
and i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  en- 
deavored t o  prove t h a t  a l l  t h e  neces- 
s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  are a t  hand i n  postwar 
Japan f o r  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  peace fu l  t r a n s i -  
t i o n  t o  Soc ia l i sm,  even  under c o n d i t i o n s  
of t h e  occupat ion  regime, and f u r t h e r  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  " t h i s  is t h e  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  
of Marxism-Leninism on Japanese  s o i l .  I' 

As f o r  the o c c u p a t i o n  army, t h i s  army, 
i n  t h e  op in ion  of Nosaka, f a r  from hin- 
d e r i n g  t h e  a i m s  of the Japanese Communist 
p a r t y  w i l l ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i n  pursu ing  
its miss ion ,  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  democra t i s a t ion  
of Japan . .  . 

- 7 -  



I 

Nosaka's a t tempt  t o  inven t  a "new" t h e o r y . .  . 
is n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a Japanese  v a r i a t i o n  
of t h e  a n t  i-Marxist and a n t  i-Soc i a l  ist 
"theory" of t h e  peace fu l  growing over  of  
r e a c t i o n  t o  democracy, of imper ia l i sm i n t o  
Socialism, a '%heory" which was exposed 
long  ago  and which is a l i e n  t o " t h e  working 
class. * 
According t o  t h e  Cominform, t h e  JCP should  " r a l l y  

t h e  working people" t o  expose t h e  c o l o n i z i n g  p l a n s  of t h e  
U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  a g i t a t e  f o r  t h e  conclus ion  of a " j u s t "  
peace t r e a t y ,  and demand t h e  withdrawal  of U.S. t r o o p s .  
Only i n  p a s s i n g  d i d  t h e  a r t ic le  a l l u d e  t o  the  "treacher- 
o u s ,  an t i -people  ' s  r o l e  of Japanese  react ion .  '' 

B. How Many Revolut ions? 

The months which fol lowed the  Cominform blast  s a w  
an end t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  harmony which had characterized t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee under t h e  Tokuda-Nosaka l e a d e r s h i p .  So 
l ong  as p a r t y  p o l i c i e s  were a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  Cominform, 
d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  J C P  could be submerged. B u t  once 
t h e  p a r t y  came under f i re--even though it became apparent  
t h a t  t h e r e  would be no major l e a d e r s h i p  changes--party d i s -  
cussions r e v e a l e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  concern ing  s t r a t e g y  under 
t h e  A l l i e d  occupat ion .  

To a p a r t y  a l r eady  prone t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  
t h e  problem of how t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  American presence  i n  
Japan i n  terms of or thodox Marxism-Leninism w a s  a serious 
one. By any normal c r i te r ia ,  Japan was an 'ladvanced" 
c a p i t a l i s t  coun t ry  and t h e r e f o r e  " i m p e r i a l i s t  .'I B u t  where, 
i n  t h e  d e f e a t e d  n a t i o n ,  were t h e  symptoms of imperial ism? 
Even if t h i s  h u r d l e  were surmounted, t h e r e  was t h e  matter 

*Corninform J o d r n a l ,  6 ' J a n u a r y  1950. 
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of t h e  American presence ,  i .e . ,  U.S. imper ia l i sm.  Was 
Japan  subject t o  t w o  forms of imperial ism,  and i f  so, a t  
which should t h e  main blow be s t r u c k ?  

The l e v e l  of J a p a n ' s  economic development sugges ted  
t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  r i p e  f o r  a domestic r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t h i s  
appears  to have been t h e  e v e n t u a l  g o a l  of Nosaka. Sov ie t  
p o l  i c y ,  however, demanded an of f e n s  i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  U. S . 
enemy, and p a r t y  t h e o r y  was t o  be shaped t o  t h i s  end. Four 
months a f t e r  t h e  a t t a c k  on Nosaka i n  t h e  Cominform j o u r n a l ,  
t h e  JCP c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  cadres its i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
"main blow" w a s  t o  be d e l i v e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. occupat ion.  
One month a f t e r  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of t h i s  "May Thes is"  came 
t h e  CommuniSt a s s a u l t  on South Korea. 

The May (1950) Thes i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a mi l e s tone  i n  any 
s t u d y  of t h e  JCP ,  i n  t h a t  it was t h e  f i r s t  d e f i n i t i v e  
statement on s t r a t e g y  s i n c e  t h e  1932 Thes i s .  Far from up- 
s e t t i n g  t h e  l a t t e r ,  however, t h e  May Thes i s  sought  t o  apply 
it t o  a s i t u a t i o n  concerning which it had l i t t l e  re l evance :  
postwar Japan. The meat of t h e  May Thes i s  w a s  t h e  emphasis 
on J a p a n ' s  subse rv ience  t o  t h e  U.S. Japan w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

b r i n g  t h e  Far  E a s t  under t h e  domination of monopoly c a p i t a l .  
. as  an important  base of o p e r a t i o n s  for f o r c e s  seek ing  t o  

The Thes i s  conceded c e r t a i n  changes i n  t h e  Japanese  
domest ic  s i t u a t i o n  : m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t  had weakened t h e  
Emperor i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and had diminished 'the i n f l u e n c e  of  
t h e  landowners. Ne i the r  of t h e s e  had been $ o t a l l y  n e u t r a l -  
ized, however, whi le  t h e  t h i r d  element i n  Japan ' s  r e a c t i o n -  
a r y  t r i o ,  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m ,  had a c t u a l l y  inc reased  i n  
i n f l u e n c e  a t  t h e  expense of t h e  o t h e r  t w o .  Postwar Japan 
was compared t o  a t r o i k a  i n  which t h e  horses-- the Emperor, 
t h e  Landlords  and Monopoly Capitalism--were a l l  i n  h a r n e s s ,  
spu r red  on by I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Monopoly C a p i t a l ,  " I t  is not  
a d v i s a b l e , "  the Thes i s  warned, " t o  watch o n l y  t h e  d r i v e r .  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, w e  should  n o t  look o n l y  a t  t h e  horses." 

Such an unhelpfu l  metaphor was symptomatic of t h e  
p a r t y ' s  confusion.  O u t  of t h i s  d i a g n o s i s ,  however, came 
a ca l l  , f o r  r e v o l u t i o n .  Its a i m  would be, i n  o r d e r  .of 
p r i o r i t y ,  t h e  f r e e i n g  of Japan from t h e  g r i p  of i n t e r n a -  

. t i o n a l  monopoly c a p i t a l ,  and t h e  s imul taneous  d e s t r u c t i o n  
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of t h e  " feudal  remnants" of Japanese  s o c i e t y ,  and wi th  them 
t h e  power of  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m .  (As w i l l  be shown, Itin- 
t e r n a t i o n a l  monopoly c a p i t a l "  was s a i d  t o  be exempllf  i e d  
by t h e  U.S. presence ,  and t h e  e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  it w a s  t h u s  
c o n s i s t e n t  and concurren t  w i t h  t h e  "main blow" d i r e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  k c u p a t  ion.)  The T h e s i s  acknowledged t h a t  t h e r e  
could  be no e l i m i n a t i o n  of f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e  wi thout  a 
domest ic  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and concluded,  as had Nosaka, t h a t  
t h i s  m u s t  be achieved by  means of a popular  f r o n t .  T h i s  
democratic r e v o l u t i o n  would, in t u r n ,  be t ransformed by 
means unspec i f i ed  i n t o  a qlsocialist" r e v o l u t i o n .  

The immediate s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  May Thes$s l a y  i n  
t h e  a r e a  of tact ics .  Although t h e  ca l l  t o  v i o l e n c e  was no t  
s p e l l e d  o u t ,  t h e  Thes i s  w a s  ominously l a c k i n g  i n  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  Nosaka's "peaceful"  r e v o l u t i o n .  Any doubt t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  
was embarked on a more radical  course was removed fo l lowing  
t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of t e r ro r i s t  a t t a c k s  on U.S. servicemen i n  
May and June,  and t h e  subsequent  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  N e w  
Program (see below). Although t h e  v i o l e n t  t ac t ics  ushered 
i n  by t h e  May Thes i s  would be s h o r t - l i v e d ,  t h e  s t r a t e g y  it 
l a i d  down--in d e f i n i n g  t h e  main enemy as i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c a p i t a l i s m  as exempl i f ied  by t h e  U . S .  presence ,  and c a l l i n g  
f o r  a popular  f r o n t  aimed a t  a two-stage r e v o l u t  ibn--con- 
t i m e s  t o  be t h e  p a r t y  l i n e  today .  

Corninform cr i t ic ism was t o  l aunch  the  JCP on t w o  a b r t i v e  
y e a r s  of hi t -and-run terror ism which had no e f f e c t  on t h e  
U.S. occupat ion  or t h e  use  of Japan as a UN base i n  t h e  
Korean War. Th i s  1950-52 "Molotov c o c k t a i l  per iod"  so d i s -  
c r e d i t s d  the JCP, however, t h a t  it lo s t  a l l  35 seats i n  t h e  
Lqwer House, and its popu la r  v o t e  dropped from n e a r l y  10% 
to less t h a n  one p e r c e n t .  From June 1950 u n t i l  mid-1955, 
t h e  p a r t y  was underground. Although it was never  fo rma l ly  
out lawed,  countermeasures  by t h e  Occupation and t h e n  by t h e  
Yoshida government were such  t h a t  p a r t y  leaders, f e a r f u l  
of arrest, l e f t  t h e  o v e r t  JCP appa ra tus  i n  t h e  hands of 
acknowledged second-s t r inge r s  for f i v e  yea r s .  

General  Tokuda was circulated t o  t h e  p a r t y  cells. Tokuda 
is be l i eved  t o  have s p e n t  m o s t  of 1950-51 i n  Pe ip ing ;  he  

The combined e f f e c t  of t h e  May Thes i s  and t h e  ear l ier  

In August 1951, a new p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  by S e c r e t a r y  
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d i e d  t h e r e  i n  1953, wi thout  having p u b l i c l y  appeared i n  
Japan s i n c e  going  underground. I n  e l a b o r a t i n g  h i s  "New 
Program," Tokuda touched upon a l l  t h e  s h i b b o l e t h s  which 
had marked p a r t y  pronouncements s i n c e  t h e  war; 
can i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  Japanese monopoly c a p i t a l ,  t h e  Yoshida 
government, and i n  a somewhat mi lde r  v e i n ,  t h e  Emperor. 
The s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l  devoted a l o n g  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  agri- 
c u l t u r a l  q u e s t i o n ,  i n  e f f e c t  denying t h a t  t h e  SCAP l and  
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  program had achieved any u s e f u l  r e s u l t .  The 
New Program w a s  even more m i l i t a n t  t h a n  t h e  May T h e s i s ,  
which it w a s  des igned  t o  implement, i n  tha t  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  
cr  it i c  ized t h e  t h e o r y  of peace fu l  r e v o l u t i o n  : 

the A m e r i -  

I t  would be a s e r i o u s  mis take  t o  
t h i n k  t h a t  a new n a t  iona l -1  iberat ion  
democra t ic  government w i l l  arise of its 
own v o l i t i o n  wi thout  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  a 
peace fu l  way.... No, t h e  peace fu l  way 
of l i b e r a t i o n  and democra t ic  t ransforma- 
t i o n  of Japan is t h e  way of decep t ion . .  . . 

It is necessa ry  t o  overthrow t h e  
"l iberal" r e a c t i o n a r y  Yoshida government, 
pave t h e  way for  a new n a t i o n a l  libera- 
t ion democratic government, and, i n  t h i s  
way, p repa re  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
l i q u i d a t i o n  of the  occupat ion  regime. 

There is no o t h e r  way.* 

A number of f a c t o r s  may have been behind p u b l i c a t i o n  
of t h e  New Program. For one t h i n g ,  t h e  May Thes i s  had never  
been c i r c u l a t e d  i n  other t h a n  d r a f t  form, and t h e  retreat 
underground prec luded  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  meetings which would 
have preceded its f i n a l  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Moreover, a l t hough  
t h e  May Thes i s  had sounded t h e  death k n e l l  f o r  Nosaka's 
" lovab le  Communist P a r t y , "  and had po in ted  t h e  f i n g e r  a t  
American imper ia l i sm,  it was ambiguous on t h e  subjec t  of 

*Cominform J o u r n a l ,  23 November 1951. 
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. . 

peace fu l  r e v o l u t i o n  and was t h e r e f o r e  still a s u b j e c t  of 
con t rove r sy  among t h e  c a d r e s .  

The New Program, l i k e  t h e  1950 a t t a c k  on Nosaka, 
f i r s t  saw l i g h t  i n  t h e  Cominform j o u r n a l .  To a g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t  t h a n  p rev ious  pronouncements, however, t h e  New 
Program showed s i g n s  of having been d r a f t e d  i n  Pe ip ing :  

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  Japan was described, 
as was China b e f o r e  1949, as a " s e m i -  
c o l o n i a l  dependent country".  . . . As w a s  
t h e  case w i t h  China, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  enemy 
is desc r ibed  as "American imper i a l  i s m .  
The " r e a c t i o n a r y  system" a t  home is l i n k e d  
t o  t h i s  f o r e i g n  enemy as its " j u n i o r  p a r t -  
n e r . "  Both m u s t  be fough t ,  b u t  "American 
imper i a l  i s m f 1  is viewed as t h e  dominat ing 
element i n  a h o s t i l e  combination and a s  
t h e  more important  t a r g e t .  The Japanese 
Commun-ist formula f o r  v i c t o r y  is described 
as a " u n i t e d  democrat ic  f r o n t  of n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n "  on the  p a t t e r n  of Communist 
Ch ina ' s  "peop le ' s  democrat ic  u n i t e d  f r o n t .  'I* 

Although t h e  cr i t ic ism of Nsoaka i n  January  1950 prob- 
a b l y  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  Moscow, t h e  New Program may have been 
born  i n  Pe ip ing .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  r e f l e c t i o n s  of 
Chinese terminology,  t h e  N e w  Program was a p l a u s i b l e  i f  
a b o r t i v e  a t tempt  t o  reduce  A l l i e d  p r e s s u r e  on Chinese f o r c e s  
i n  Korea. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  however, t h e  JCP was once aga in  
o u t  of s t e p  w i t h  o t h e r  Asian p a r t i e s .  
Moscow and Pe ip ing  had i n d i c a t e d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s e e k  a 
t r u c e  i n  Korea. L a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  Indian  and Indo- 
n e s i a n  Communists s h i f t e d  t o  u n i t e d  f r o n t  tact ics .  

In  J u n e  1951, bo th  

Although 

- 
*Paul F. L a n i  Borton,  e d . ,  Japan Between E a s t  

and West, 1957. 
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t h e  New Program c a l l e d  f o r  a " u n i t e d  democrat ic  f r o n t  of 
n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n ,  '' t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  g iven  t h i s  ph rase  
by t h e  Japanese was a demand f o r  g r e a t e r  m i l i t a n c y ,  ana' 
t h e  p a r t y  sought  t o  correct t h e  shortcomings f i r s t  aired 
i n  t h e  Cominform j o u r n a l .  

C .  The Tokuda Thes i s :  Farewell  t o  t h e  
Molotov C o c k t a i l  -- 

The J C P  ope ra t ed  under t h e  "New Program" f o r  less 
t h a n  a yea r .  During t h i s  pe r iod  t h e  p a r t y  cadres--operat-  
i n g  v i r t u a l l y  wi thout  l eade r sh ip - -d i s s ipa t ed  t h e i r  a s s e t s  
i n  i so l a t ed  i n s t a n c e s  of v io lence .  I n  J u l y  1952, t h e  p a r t y  
a d m i t t e d  defeat i n  ano the r  a r t i c l e  by Tokuda, h i s  l a s t  major 
pronouncement. I n  an a r t ic le  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  commemorate 
the  p a r t y ' s  3 0 t h  ann ive r sa ry ,  Tokuda d w e l t  a t  l e n g t h  on 
t h e  modest successes of y e s t e r y e a r ,  and then  came t o  t h e  
p o i n t  : 

However, a long  wi th  t h e s e  successes 
two t y p e s  of opportunism came t o  t h e  fore 
d u r i n g  this per iod .  One ... underest imated 
t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  essence  of t h e  American 
occupat ion  regime and claimed t h a t  t h e r e  
was a p o s s i b i l i t y  for t h e  v i c t o r y  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  by peace fu l  means through 
Par1 iament . 
T h i s  paragraph conceded t h . a t  Nosaka had been i n  error, 

and emphasized t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  Comin- 
form's 1950 cri t icism. B u t  Tokuda went on t o  d i s c u s s  more 
r e c e n t  errors : 

The o t h e r  t ype  of opportunisrn...con- 
tended t h a t  power i n  Japan was wholly and . 

comple te ly  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  U.S. imperi-  
a l i s t s ,  t h a t  t h e  Yoshida government and 
o t h e r  organs  of c e n t r a l  or l o c a l  r u l e  w e r e  
n o t h i n g  m c r e  t h a n  t h e  mechanical t o o l s  of 
American imperial ism.  Consequently,  t h e y  
he ld  t h a t  t h e  main t a s k  of t h e  p a r t y  a t  
t h e  moment w a s  s t r u g g l e  on ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  
U. S. occupat ion  t r o o p s . .  . 
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- / P a r t y 7  shortcomings inc lude ,  f o r  
exampre, t h e  ho ld ing  of some s t r i k e s  and 
demonst ra t ions  wi thout  t a k i n g  i n t o  ac- 
count t h e  a c t u a l  demands and s t r i v i n g 6  
of t h e  workers and p e a s a n t s ,  b u t  on ly  
t h e  desires of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  Then, 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g  a l l  e f f o r t s  on s t r i k e s  and 
demonst ra t ions ,  t h e  leaders f r e q u e n t l y  pay 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  such  forms of 
s t r u g g l e  as e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  Par l iament  
and t o  t h e  local a u t h o r i t i e s . *  

The l a s t  Molotov c o c k t a i l  w a s  thrown i n  Augus t  1952, 
though n o t  u n t i l  November of t h e  fo l lowing  yea r  d i d  t h e  
p a r t y  concede the f a i l u r e  of its terrorist tac t ics .  Sigpi- 
f i c a n t l y ,  however, t h e  s h i f t  back t o  a g r a d u a l i s t  t a c t i ca l  
l i n e  was no t  accompanied by any s t r a t e g i c  reassessment .  
The p a r t y ' s  emphasis on anti-U.S. propaganda, and on t h e  
need f o r  a popular  f r o n t ,  was unchanged. Moreover, whi le  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  Molotov c o c k t a i l  pe r iod  served t o  d i s -  
credit more m i l i t a n t  e lements ,  no changes were for thcoming 
i n  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p .  It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Tokuda and 
Nosaka had opposed t h e  adopt ion  of t e r P O r i $ t  tact ics ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  had been v i n d i c a t e d  by e v e n t s .  

On September 8 ,  1951, Japan s igned  t h e  San F ranc i sco  
peace t r e a t y ,  which t e rmina ted  t h e  Occupation and r e t u r n e d  
Japan t o  t h e  s t a t u s  of a s o v e r e i g n  na t ion .  The r e a c t i o n  
of t h e  JCP t o  t h e  t r e a t y  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  u n l i k e  t h a t  
of t h e  populace;  t h e  Communists denounced t h e  t r e a t y  as 
i l l e g a l  because of t h e  absence of t h e  USSR and C h h a ,  and 
t h e  t r e a t y ' s  P rov i s ion  f o r  U.S. bases i n  Japan. When t h e  
Yoshida government subsequen t ly  recognized  N a t i o n a l i s t  
China, t h e  p a r t y  was a p o p l e c t i c .  

N o t  t h e  least  important  r e p e r c u s s i o n  of  t h e  t r e a t y  
was t h e  d i s s e n s i o n  which it sowed among JCP terrorists. 
Although t h e r e  had been d i f f e r e n c e s  concerning tact ics  i n  

*Corninform Journa l ,  4 J u l y  1952. 
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t h e  1950-52 p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  appears  t o  have been no gues t ion-  
i ng  of t h e  b a s i c  s t r a t e g y  l a i d  down by t h e  May Thes i s .  The 
Molotov c o c k t a i l  p e r i o d ,  however, had demonstrated t h e  d i f -  
f i c u l t y  of t a k i n g  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. presence  
i n  Japan. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of s o v e r e i g n t y  
--in which numerous SCAP a n t  i-Communist d i r e c t i v e s  were 
allowed t o  lapse--appeared t o  promise o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
f r u i t f u l  domestic a g i t a t i o n .  I n  terms of d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  
t r e a t y  made less p l a u s i b l e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  monopoly c a p i t a l  w a s  still i n  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  
s ea t ;  t h e  JCP's i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  presence  of U.S. base 
made Japan "semi-occupied" i n  t i m e  wore t h i n .  

an e a r l y  e f f o r t  t o  overthrow t h e  Yoshida government. But 
t h e  " c r e a t i v e  a d a p t a t  ion" of Marxism-Leninism w a s  never  a 
s t r o n g  p o i n t  of t h e  JCP. I n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  
--who could be as anti-American as the Communists when t h e y  
chose ,  b u t  p r e f e r r e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on domest ic  i s sues- - the  
J C P  remained f i r m l y  anchored t o  t h e  anti-U.S. two-revolu- 
t i o n  l i n e .  Although elements of t h e  Japanese  l e f t  demon- 
s t r a t ed  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  Communists f o r  cer- 
t a i n  " s t r u g g l e s , "  t h e  secondary  p r i o r i t y  which t h e  JCP ac- 
corded domestic i s s u e s  became an  obstacle t o  the  papu la r  
f r o n t  f o r  which t h e  p a r t y  was presumably s t r i v i n g .  

Aggressive e lements  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  probably  favored  

As t h e  JCP came t o  occupy a s m a l l  b u t  r ecogn izab le  
'n iche  on t h e  Far  L e f t ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of  its i n f l u e n c e  became 
more e v i d e n t .  The p a r t y ' s  numbers remained small ,  and 
r e l a t i v e l y  s t a t i c ;  i n  1955 it was g e n e r a l l y  credited w i t h  
fewer t h a n  50,000 ca rd -ca r ry ing  members, about a t h i r d  of 
whom were i n  the  Tokyo a r e a .  Its i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  country-  
s i d e  was n e g l i g i b l e ,  b u t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of c a d r e s  i n  
i n d u s t r i a l  areas g r e a t l y  he ightened  t h e i r  nuisance  v a l u e .  

Along w i t h  its r e g u l a r  membership, t h e  p a r t y  had 
v i r t u a l  c o n t r o l  ove r  Chosen Soren, t h e  pr imary o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  600,000-odd Koreans r m n g  i n  Japan,  most of whom 
were l e f t i s t - o r i e n t e d .  A second v a l u a b l e  a f f i l i a t e  was 
the  t e a c h e r ' s  union, by which t h e  p a r t y  was able t o  pro- 
p a g a t e  t h e  Marxist gospe l  throughout  Japan.  The s p l i n t e r  
Farmer-Labor P a r t y  w a s  a u s e f u l  b r idge  between t h e  J C P  
and t h e  L e f t  S o c i a l i s t s ,  and provided a cover  f o r  e l e c t i o n  
campaigns i n  p e r i o d s  when t h e  JCP l a b e l - m i g h t  do more harm 
t h a n  good. 
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P a r t y  c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  hard core a f f i l i a t e s  was never  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  cha l l enged .  In o t h e r  groups,  however, there 
were a l t e r n a t i n g  periods of ascendancy between t h e  J C P  and 
t h e  L e f t  S o c i a l i s t s .  The u s u a l  p a t t e r n  was f o r  t he  Commun- 
ists, i n  t h e  name of. the  un i t ed  f r o n t ,  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  
leadership mechanism of a union or "struggle" group.  In- 
v a r i a b l y  t h e  J C P  f a c t i o n  sought, i n  heavy-handed f a sh ion ,  
t o  move the  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a more radical course t h a n  
non-Communist e lements  were prepared t o  tolerate. Eventu- 
a l l y  there would  be a grass r o o t s  r e v o l t ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
ei ther t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of less radical  leadership and a 
consequent d imin i sh ing  of Communist i n f l u e n c e ,  or a s p l i t  
i n t o  " r igh t "  and l t l e f t l l  f a c t i o n s .  

Such was t h e  case w i t h  t he  Sehyo labor federation 
i n  t h e  mid-1950s. 
Sohyo was by f a r  t h e  largest  and m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  of t h e  
Japanese  labor unions.  I n  t h e  per iod  from 1953-1955, t h e  
J C P  enjoyed c o n s i d e r a b l e  success i n  i n f i l t r a t i n g  Sohyo 
headquar t e r s  and i n f l u e n c i n g  it i n  the d i r e c t i o n  o f m o r e  
s t r i d e n t  anti-Americanism. By 1955, J C P  i n f l u e n c e  had be- 
come so  o.bvious t h a t  a g ras s - roo t s  r e v o l t  of the  membership 
t u r n e d  ou t  t h e  pro-Communist leadership. 

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Its numbers were small and its i n f l u e n c e  
s l i g h t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when compared wi th  its r i v a l ,  t h e  So- 
c i a l i s t  p a r t y .  The JCP w a s  i n t e r n a l l y  confused over its 
proper f u n c t i o n  ,in a tlsemi-occupiedtl count ry ;  i n t e r n a t  ion- 
a l l y ,  its l i a i s o n  w i t h  t he  Communist movement had been demon- 
s t ra ted  t o  be poor t o  n o n e x i s t e n t .  The p a r t y  was s u f f i -  
c i e n t l y  harassed  w i t h i n  Japan t h a t  it had no t  had a chance 
ko assess its role i n  t h e  e ra  after S t a l i n .  Moreover, it 
had shown a s i n g u l a r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  " c r e a t i v e l y  adapt" its 
pol ic ies  t o  postwar Japan. 

Counting more t h a n h r e e  m i l l i o n  m e m b e r s ,  

Thus t h e  JCP of 1955 w a s  a f r u s t r a t e d  and i n e f f e c t i v e  

! 
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11. THE PARTY REEMERGES 

A. The S i x t h  P a r t y  Congress 

In  J u l y  1955, t h e  JCP h e l d  its f i r s t  n a t i o q a l  con- 
g r e s s  s i n c e  t h a t  of 1947. The i n t e r v a l  was unusual ly  l o n g  
even by JCP s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  t h e  postponements were under- 
s t a n d a b l e .  The p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s  had been undergrouhd, t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee had been t r o u b l e d  by f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  and 
t h e  d e a t h  of Tokuda i n  1953 had posed a success ion  problem 
which had t o  be m e t  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  p o s t - S t a l i n  emphasis 
on c o l l e g i a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  

A few months b e f o r e  t h e  J u l y  conclave,  t h e  f i r s t  
of t h e  p a r t y ' s  r ea l  - l e a d e r s  emerged. Yoshio Shiga ,  who 
had once opposed Nosaka's g r a d u a l i s t  l i n e ,  appeared i n  
p u b l i c  i n  February 1955. The t iming  of Shiga ' s  s u r f a c i n g  
w a s  prompted i n  p a r t  by a d e s i r e  t h a t  he run in t h e  Lower 
H o u s e  e l e c t i o n s ;  he  campaigned s u c c e s s f u l l y  ,for one of t w ?  
sea ts  captured  by t h e  Communists i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1955. 
B u t  wi th  Nosaka still  underground, Shiga w a s  a lso r e q u i r e d  
t o  h e l p  launch  t h e  p a r t y  congress .  

The S i x t h  P a r t y  Congress w a s  notable f o r  its admis- 
s i o n  of p a s t  errors and for its reemphasis on legal  act i -  
v i t i e s .  Red F l a g  publ i shed  a l e n g t h y  r ec i t a l  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  
mi s t akes  r i w m e n t i n g  t h e  New Program: underes t imat ion  
of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c r e a t i n g  a u n i t e d  f r o n t ;  r e s o r t  t o  
l e f t i s t  adventurism; i n a b i l i t y  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  masses ideo- 
l o g i c a l l y .  Perhaps o u t  of defe rence  t o  t h e  l a t e  Tokuda, 
t h e  New Program was n o t  r e j e c t e d  i n  its en t i r e ' t y .  

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  congress  w a s  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  of p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Cen t ra l  Committee 
was reduced from 24 t o  15, t o  be  p r e s i d e d  over  by a seven- 
man Standing  Committee. The m o s t  s t r i k i n g  a c t i o n  w a s  one 
of omission: a l though t h e  congress  provided f o r  a F i r s t  
S e c r e t a r y  t o  p r e s i d e  over t h e  S tanding  Committee, t h i s  top 
p o s t  was l e f t  vacant. 
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Much of t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  t h e  p r e d i c t a b l e  a f t e r -  
math of y e a r s  of f r u i t l e s s  d r i f t .  I t  was, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a 
Japanese e f f o r t  t o  ape t h e  USSR i n  its emphasis on c o l l e g i a l  
l e a d e r s h i p .  More d r a s t i c ,  however, was a c t i o n  t h e  p a r t y  

I tended t o  conf i rm r u m o r s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  - v i r  
took  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  its p a r a m i l i t a r y  appara tus .  

a i spensea  w i t h  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Bureau--known by t h e  code des ig-  
n a t i o n  "Y Organization"--which had gone a long  so  r e l u c t a n t l y  
w i t h  t h e  JCP's  r e t u r n  t o  l e g a l  a c t i o n .  O r d e r s  j u s t  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  congress  c a l l e d  f o r  the d isbanding  of "Y'l cel ls ,  t h e  
d e s t r u c t  i on  of a l l  s e n s i t i v e  documents, and t h e  disposal  
of weapons i n t o  t h e  sea. While t h i s  a c t i o n  by no  means took  
t h e  p a r t y  o u t  of t h e  bus iness  of c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  it e f -  
f e c t i v e l y  r u l e d  o u t  a r e t u r n  t o  Molotov c o c k t a i l  t a c t i c s  
a t  any e a r l y  date. 

I 

The S i x t h  Congress w a s  also n o t a b l e  f o r  its b l u r r i n g  
of o l d  f a c t i o n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  S ince  1950 t h e  p a r t y  had 
been t r o u b l e d  by r i v a l r y  between t h e  Tokuda-Nosaka "Main- 
stream" l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  more a c t i v i s t ,  Moscow-oriented 
" I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s "  associated w i t h  Shiga and a r i s i n g  "old 
p r o , "  K e s j i  Miyamoto. Both groups were i n  agreement con- 
ce rn ing  $he broad l i n e s  of JCP s t r a t e g y ,  and t h e  r i v a l r y  
was t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  based on p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  The 
Mainstreamers,  however, were s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
numerical  weakness, and hopeful  of s a l v a g i n g  something from 
t h e i r  p a r t i a l l y - s u c c e s s f u l  i n f i l t r a t i o n  of t h e  Japanese  
l e f t  p r i o r  t o  1950. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  on t h e  other 
hand, p ro fes sed  concern over  t h e  Cominf orm c r i t i c  i s m ,  and 
argued t h a t  under Mainstream guidance t h e  p a r t y  was i n  dan- 
g e r  of l o s i n g  its i d e n t i t y  and of becoming merely one more 
fragment of t h e  Japanese l e f t .  

When t h e  list of Pres id ium members was i ssued  a t  t h e  
S i x t h  Congress,  it was headed by t h e  absent  Nosaka, Shiga,  
and Miyamoto--the same t h r e e  who, i n  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
o rde r  of s e n i o r i t y ,  run  t h e  p a r t y  today .  In  a move t o  
un i fy  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  S tanding  Committee was made 
t o  comprise f o u r  persons  p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Main- 
stream, and t h r e e  e r s t w h i l e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s  . 

The Congress was r easonab ly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  h e a l i n g  
t h e  old Mainstream - I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  f a c t i o n a l i s m .  It 
managed, however, t o  open a Pandora ' s  box i n  t h e  area of 
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s t r a t e g y  and tac t ics .  
p l a t fo rm i m p l i c i t l y  r e j e c t e d  Tokuda's view t h a t  t h e  SCAP 
l and  program was no th ing  bu t  a f r a u d .  The p a r t y  s t a t emen t  
conceded f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  t h e  occupat ion  had brought  
about a degree  of l and  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and had " a l t e r e d  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  classes . I '  

p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  w a s  t o  be f r a u g h t  w i t h  consequences.  
Whereas t h e  N e w  Program had c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  as 
a "co lon ia l  dependency of t h e  U.S." and called f o r  a "revo- 
l u t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e  1955 p lan t fo rm des igna ted  
Japan as an "advanced c a p i t a l i s t  coun t ry  under t h e  p a r t i a l  
occupat ion  of t h e  U. S . r' 
t h e  p a r t y  demanded m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  be directed a g a i n s t  
"Japanese monopoly c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  " subse rv ien t  a l l y "  of  
American imper i a l  i s m .  

These changes i n  d o c t r i n a l  emphasis w e r e  i n  p a r t  a 
belated e f f o r t  t o  recognize  t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  Jagbnese domes- 
t i c  scene ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  JCP's u n i t e d  f r o n t  pro- 
gram. By s l i g h t l y  water ing  down its emphasis on a n t i -  
Americanism, the p a r t y  made i tself  more accep tab le  t o  t h e  
S o c i a l i s t @ .  Any f a v o r a b l e  a s p e c t s  of t he  r e o r i e n t a t i o n ,  
however, would be more t h a n  n e u t r a l i z e d  by t h e  f u r o r  which 
it s t i r red w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y .  

a c t i v i t y ,  a t  its close e i g h t  of t h e  f i f t e e n  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee members were still  i n  h i d i n g .  Some may have .been  
d e t e r r e d  from s u r f a c i n g  by c r i m i n a l  cha rges  brought  a g a i n s t  
them whi l e  underground. Gradual ly ,  however, t h e y  crawled 
o u t  of t h e  woodwork. Nosaka s u r f a c e d  i n  August 1955; he 

I n  t e r m s  of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  congress  was n o t a b l e  

A h i n t  of t h e  change came when t h e  

A r e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of J a p a n ' s  

The democra t ic  r e v o l u t i o n  which 

Notwithstanding t h e  congress  emphasis on l e g a l  

.was b r i e f l y  arrested, t h e n  released. 

for t h e  s t a t u r e  gained by Miyamoto, who was widely rumored 
t o  have Sov ie t  backing. According t o  
v i e t  mission i n  Tokyo r ece ived  o r d e r s  t h a t  
Miyamoto was t o  run  f o r  t h e  D i e t ,  and was t o  be made a mem- 
ber of t h e  JCP's C e n t r a l  Guidance Department. Although he 
l o s t  h i s  campaign f o r  t.he D i e t ,  Miyamoto emerged as a power 
i n  t h e  Presidium. 

t h e  So- 
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B .  The Debate on S t r a t e g y  - 

The JCP had s c a r c e l y  got its house i n  order when it 
was b u f f e t t e d  by t r e n d s  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist rnove- 
ment. The e v e n t s  a t  t h e  2 0 t h  Congress of  t he  CPSU appear  
t o  have caught t h e  JCP as  much by s u r p r i s e  as had t h e  Comin- 
form a t t a c k  s i x  y e a r s  ear l ier .  

S u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  t he  JCP would n o t  appear  t o  have been 
g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  meet ing in Moscow. For a p a r t y  
ve ry  much o u t  of power, t h e  d e n i g r a t i o n  of S t a l i n  r equ i r ed  
no adjustment  i n  t h e  t r a p p i n g s  of power o r  of t h e  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y .  Of the t o p  three JCP leaders,  on ly  Shiga 
might be cons idered  a S t a l i n i s t ;  his subsequent  drop  from 
No. 2 t o  No. 3 i n  t h e  J C P  h i e r a r c h y  may have been a bypro- 
d u c t  of d e S t a l i n i z a t  ion .  

As f o r  'Nosaka, t h e  emphasis a t  Moscow on p e a c e f u l  
r e v o l u t i o n  and the  n o n i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of w a r  could  be read 
as v i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  " lovable  Communist p a r t y . "  Indeed, 
a JCP.plenum i n  J u l y  1955 had i s s u e d  a s t a t emen t  which 
noted  t h a t  ' ' the  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of r e v o l u t i o n  by fo rce"  which 
had c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  1951 plakform w a s  "not  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
Japan a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e . "  The JCP went on t o  add t h a t  
i f  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  were f a v o r a b l e  a peace fu l  " t r a n s i -  
t ion  to r evo lu t ion"  was p o s s i b l e .  These c o n d i t i o n s  were : 
assurance  of "democratic" elect ions  and t h e  democratic 
o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  D i e t ;  a s t r eng t l i en ing  of t h e  p a r t y  and 
expansion of its appa ra tus ;  and a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of ''pro- 
g r e s s  ive"  mass movements. The plenum had determined t h a t  , 
s i n c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a p e a c e f u l  r e v o l u t i o n  d i d  ex is t ,  
a p a r t y  congress  shou ld  be c a l l e d  t o  bury wi th  f u l l  honor s  
t h e  New Program. For o n c e , t h e  JCP seemed i n  s t e p  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movement. 

Nonetheless ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  s t r a t e g y  came i n  f o r  c r i t -  
i c i s m  on both tac t ica l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  grounds.  Hardened 
ideologues  f e a r e d  t h a t  a s t r a t e g y  of "peaceful"  r e v o l u t i o n  
made t h e  J C P  h a r d l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  o t h e r  l e f t i s t  
groups.  Moreover, a f 'peacefu l"  s t r a t e g y  w a s  no t  e a s i l y  re- 
conc i l ed  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  long-s tanding  p r i o r i t y  f o r  o u s t i n g  s 

t h e  .Americans. In t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  m i n o r i t y  
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w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  came t o  f a v o r  a s i n g l e - s t a g e  domest ic  revo- 
l u t i o n .  Some of t h e s e  were remnants of t h e  terPorist  groups,  
whi le  o t h e r s  were d i s t u r b e d  ove r  t h e  p a r t y ' s  p reoccupat ion  
wi th  t h e  U.S. as opposed t o  domest ic  re forms.  Together ,  
t h e s e  s t r a n g e  bedfel lows came t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  
strategy of a s i n g l e - s t a g e  r e v o l u t i o n  which e v e n t u a l l y  would 
l e a d  t o  t h e  l e g a l  o u s t e r  of t h e  U.S. bases .  

The JCP Guidance Department contended t h a t  t h e r e  
m u s t  'be a "democratic" r e v o l u t i o n  before there c o u l d  be 
any hope of a s u c c e s s f u l  S o c i a l i s t  revolut ion. ,  Character-  
i s t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  t ac t i ca l  i s s u e  w a s  r e so lved  on i d e o l o g i c a l  
and broad s t r a t e g i c  grounds: 
U.S. presence i n  Japan ( t h e  p a r t y  had exp la ined  as e a r l y  
as t h e  May Thes i s )  a domestic r e v o l u t i o n  was doomed. The 
partyOs p o s i t i o n  i n  1955 was t h a t  wh i l e  U.S. c o n t r o l  of 
Japan had changed " i n  subs t ance  and method'' as a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  peace t r e a t y ,  it remained " e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same" d e s p i t e  
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of Japanese sove re ign ty .  

as long  as t h e r e  was a s t r o n g  

Cr i t ics  of t he  new p l a t f o r m - - a c t i v i s t s  and t h e o r i s t s - -  
were voca l .  They argued t h a t  a two-stage r e v o l u t i o n  based 
on t h e  1932 Thes i s  was c lear ly  obsolete; t h a t  w i th  t h e  s ign -  
i n g  of t h e  peace t r e a t y  Japan had rega ined  c o n t r o l  of its 
a f f a i r s ;  and t h a t  t h e  degree of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  pos t -  
war Japan made it an "advanced" c a p i t a l i s t  coun t ry  and hence 
r i p e  for r e v o l u t i o n  

The p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  n o t  t o  be outgunned i n  t h e  
area of t heo ry ,  however, and t h e  argument grew hea ted .  
Spokesmen f o r  Nosaka and l iyamoto  contended i n  p a r t y  organs  
t h a t  Japan w a s  still  dependent on t h e  U.S. m i l i t a r i l y  and 
economical ly;  t h a t  a "basic c o n t r a d i c t  ion" e x i s t e d  between 
t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  and t h a t  d e s i r e d  by t h e  Japanese people ;  
t h a t  Japan occupied a key strategic role  in U . S .  m i l i t a r y  
p lanning;  and t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  " r e a c t i o n a r y  fo rces"  
w i t h i n  Japan was subord ina te  t o  U , S .  imper ia l i sm and t h e r e -  
f o r e  ~ e g u i r e d  a two-st age r e v o l u t i o n  

While a d o c t r i n a i r e  Marxis t  might sympathize w i t h  
t h e  p a r t y  in its search f o r  a t i d y  and "co r rec t "  s o l u t i o n  
t o  its problems, t h e  o v e r a l l  impression is one of b a r r e n  
scholast ic . ism.  There is none of M a O D s  l l c r e a t i v e  adapta-  
t ion ' '  of Marxism-Leninism i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of an e f f e c t i v e  
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program. 
pe r sona l  r i f t s  was a wide ly  h e l d  bel ief  even i n  1956. 
For i n s t a n c e ,  Shigeo Shida--one of t h e  p a r a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  underground p e r  iod--appears t o  have been motivated 
less  by t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a n  by smouldering 
d i s c o n t e n t  a t  t h e  t r ea tmen t  accorded h i s  goon squads  s i n c e  
1952. 

That t h e  polemics  a c t u a l l y  d i s g u i s e d  fundamental  

The new f a c t i o n a l i s m  was n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  Shida  
group. The p a r t y ' s  eage rness  t o  accommodate i t s e l f  t o  t h e  
new Moscow l i n e  came i n  f o r  d i sapprova l  among t h e  cadres, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  younger ones.  Among t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  were 
t h a t  t h e  "prewar" l e a d e r s h i p  underest imated t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
of a peace fu l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  a coun t ry  ga r r i soned  by U.S. 
t r o o p s ;  t ha t  t h e  JCP had been bad ly  treated by the  Comin- 
form over  a p e r i o d  of y e a r s ,  and should  char t  an independent 
cour se ;  and t h a t  t h e r e  was need for new blood among t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p .  

Adherents of t h i s  view never  came t o  be recognized  
a s  a f a c t i o n  in t h e  u s u a l  s e n s e .  The e x t e n t  t o  which t h e y  
in f luenced  t h e  p a r t y  i n  its g radua l  move i n t o  P e i p i n g ' s  
o q b i t  is u n c l e a r .  It  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  however, i n  
view of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  which t h e y  ho ld  today,  t h a t  Sho ich i  
Kasuga and Yojiro Konno were l i n k e d  as e a r l y  as 1957 w i t h  
t h o s e  Young Turks who favored  the e v o l u t i o n  of Japan a long  
more "nat  iona l"  1 i n e s  e 

C r i t i c i s m  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  subse rv ience  t o  MOSCOW in- 
creased fo l lowing  t h e  S o v i e t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Hungary i n  
t h e  f a l l  of 1956. Although t h e  JCP closed ranks  f o r  p u b l i c  
purposes ,  t h e  Sov ie t  a c t i o n  i n  Hungary, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
r e v e l a t i o n  o f  S t a l i n ' s  crimes t h e  p rev ious  February,  s t i r red 
new doub$s among t h e  f a i t h f u l .  In  an unusual d i s p l a y  of 
d i r t y  l i n e n ,  Vanguard pub l i shed  i n  October an a r t ic le  by 
a minor p a r t y  o f f i c i a l  i n  which he confessed  t o  a "long- 
f e l t  ind igna t ion"  a t  t h e  p a r t y v s  llbl.ind obedience t o  a 
f o r e i g n  power. 

S t a l inOs  c u l t  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  had ag- 
grava ted  a l l  t h e  mis takes  of t h e  Japanese 
Communist party--such as a lack of inde- 
pendence, too much b l i n d  obedience t o  
' a u t h o r i t y ,  dogmat i s m ,  bureaucratism and 
u l t r a - l e f t i s m .  



The a r t i c l e  went on t o  a t t a c k  t h e  edi tors  of Red 
F l a g  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  Sov ie t  t e r r i t o r i a l  claims a g a i n s t  
f apan .  "Why," t h e  a u t h o r  asked,  c o u l d  t h e  p a r t y  no t  "ask 
for t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  K u r i l e s  i n s t e a d  of s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  does no t  mind g i v i n g  up t h e  i s lands?"  The au tho r  
closed w i t h  a p l e a  for e q u a l i t y  among Communist p a r t i e s :  

The Japanese  Communist p a r t y  m u s t  
r e f u s e  t o  be l e d  by t h e  p a r t y  of ano the r  
coun t ry  or by t h e  p a r t i e s  of a number of 
other c o u n t r i e s .  The p a r t y  of Japan m u s t  
also r e f u s e  t o  o rgan ize  a c e n t r a l i z e d  re- 
1 a t  i onsh ip  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l  it ics . 
What leads t h e  par ty .  and r e v o l u t i o n  of 

Leninism. e The Japanese Communist p a r t y  
and t h e  p a r t i e s  of t h e  world m u s t  conf i rm 
t h a t ,  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  based on M a r x i s m ,  
t h e y  have t h e  r i g h t  and du'ty t o  cr i t ic ize  
each  other f r e e l y .  

. Japan are t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of larxism- 

The c i rcumstances  under which such  f l a g r a n t  cr i t ic ism 
s a w  l i g h t  i n  the  p a r t y  j o u r n a l  are unc lea r .  It  preceded 
by s e v e r a l  months t h e  "Hundred Flowers" experiment i n  Com- 
munist China, b u t  was even more s h o r t - l i v e d .  P o s s i b l e  it 
was a b r i e f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of "na t iona l "  Communist as espoused 
by Konno or Sho ich i  Kasuga. In anyacase,  the  l a s t  h a l f  
of 1956 saw an opening of Pandorags  box i n  terms of i n t r a -  
p a r t y  cri t icism. One immediate r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  conven- 
i n g  of a new p a r t y  congress  l o s t  much of  its charm t o  Nosaka. 

The Seventh P a r t y  Congress had i n i t i a l l y  been sched- / 

u l e d  f o r  t h e  f a l l  of 1956. 
e a r l y  i n  1957, it was rescheduled  f o r  t h e  summer of t h a t  
y e a r ,  i n  p a r t  because of t h e  p a r t y v s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  agree on 
a program. When September 1957 came and went wi thout  a 
convent ion,  t h e r e  were rumors t h a t  t h e  congress  would take 
p l a c e  t h e  fo l lowing  February.  The longe r  t h e  p a r t y  de layed ,  
t h e  more embarassing t h i n g s  became, p a r t i c u l a r l y  as t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of Yugoslavia emerged as a major bone of conten- 
t i o n  between Moscow and Pe ip ing .  When t h e  congress  was 
f i n a l l y  he ld  i n  J u l y  1958, it went just as bad ly  as t h e  
leaders had f e a r e d .  

According t o  9"--"CL+'-- urrnnnCc?, 
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C .  The Seventh P a r t y  Congress 

The J C P  took  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  towards its of t -de layed  
congress  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  September 1957 of a d r a f t  
p l a t fo rm f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  cadres. A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  
p a r t y  congress  w a s  scheduled for  February 1958; a measure 
of t h e  s torm aroused by t h e  d r a f t  p l a t f o r m  was its pos t -  
ponement once aga in ,  t h i s  t i m e  u n t i l  J u l y  1958. 

Consider ing t h e  con t rove r sy  it aroused, t he  p l a t f o r m  
itself was n o t  a s e n s a t i o n a l  document. It con ta ined  l i t t l e  
new, and i n  s e v e r a l  areas merely reiterated p o l i c i e s  l a i d  
down a t  t h e  S i x t h  congress  i n  1955. Symbolical ly ,  however, 
t h e  p a r t y P s  s t a t emen t  of p r i n c i p l e s  loomed l a r g e :  f o r  the 
f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  N e w  Program of 1951 w a s  t o  be repea led  i n  
its e n t i r e t y .  The f a c t  t h a t  a new and hope fu l ly  permanent 
c h a p t e r  was t o  be added t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  i d e o l o g i c a l  l e x i c o n  
l e n t  hea t  t o  o l d  c o n t r o v e r s i e s .  

The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  e lements  i n  t h e  d r a f t  p l a t f o r m  
were t h e  partyOs a p p r a i s a l  of Japan ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s ' ,  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  of t h e  primary enemyp and matters concern ing  
t h e  form of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  be s t a g e d .  I n  1951 Japan 
had been de f ined  as 'a "semi-colonial  dependent count ry ,  I t  

i n  which t h e  main t a s k  of t h e  p a r t y  w a s  a r e v o l u t i o n  of 
n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n ,  and whose main enemy was t h e  U.S. 
In t h e  new d ra f t  p la t form,  as a concession t o  t h e  San 
F ranc i sco  t r e a t y ,  Japan was des igna ted  "an advanced cap i -  
t a l i s t  n a t i o n  under t h e  p a r t i a l  occupat ion  of t h e  U.S."--  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  f i r s t  made i n  J u l y  1955. The p a r t y ' s  
miss ion ,  t h e r e f  ore was t o  lead a " n a t i o n a l  democratic 
r evo lu t ion"  a g a i n s t  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  " subse rv ien t  
a l l y "  of American imperial ism.  

The q u e s t i o n  o f  JapanOs degree  of, n a t i o n a l  indepen- 
The dence was a s i t u a t i o n  unique to Japan and t h e  J C P .  

ques t ion  of whether thxwe could be a peace fu l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
however, had i n t e r n a t i o n a l  over tones .  Although t h e  Shida 
f a c t i o n  was gone, t h e r e  remained c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  
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of op in ion  as t o  the  p r a c t i c a l i t y  of peace fu l  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  Japan, and many cadres f e l t  t h e  less said about it t h e  
b e t t e r .  * 

Committee was d iv ided  on t h e  subject of t h e  d r a f t  platform.  
The December 1957 issue of Vanguard included a long  a r t i c l e  
by C e n t r a l  Committee member Shoj i r o  Kasuga, whose d e f e c t i o n  
from the p a r t y  i n  1961 would b r i n g  t o  f r u i t i o n  t h e  growing 
s p l i t  over  s t r a t e g y .  
form made no al lowance f o r  minor i ty  views, he had been g iven  
l e a v e  t o  set  f o r t h  h i s  views t o  p a r t y  members. He t h e n  
launched i n t o  a c lose ly- reasoned  a t t a c k  on the  "deep roo ted  
errors and weaknesses" which he detected in t he  m a j o r i t y  
pos it ion .  

It  soon became p u b l i c  knowledge t h a t  the  C e n t r a l  

Kasuga noted  t h a t  wh i l e  t h e  d r a f t  p l a t -  

The focus of my o b j e c t i o n s  is 
c l o s e l y  related t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Japan. * ,  e Monopolis t ic  
capitalism is t h e  c e n t r a l  governing 
force of r e a c t i o n a r y  groups and con- 
t r o l s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  power i n  Japan,  
- /which/ 1' ost  World W ar 11, was under 
t h e  occupat ion  of American imper ia l i sm 
f o r  a long  t i m e ,  and is still sub- 
s e r v i e n t  t o  America i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  
p o l  it i ca l  and economic f i e l d s  . 

. such  c i rcumstances  Japanese monopol i s t ic  
c a p i t a l i s t s  are suppor t ing  American 
p o l i c y  on Japan and us ing  t h i s  subser -  
v i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  own advantage.  
(Emphasis added) 

Under 

rlrshid a ' s  f a t e  is n o t  w i t h o u t  some i n t e r e s t .  His f a c t i o n  
w a s  denounced by name i n  July 1957, i n  a Cen t ra l  Committee 
s t a t emen t  which c a l l e d  on all cadres  t o  promote p a r t y  un i ty .  
A subsequent  s t a t e m e n t  rebuked Shida for  c r i t i c i z i n g  the  
p a r t y  i n  non-Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
from t h e  p a r t y ,  n o t  on i d e o l o g i c a l  grounds but  for  m i s u s e  
of funds  and '"extravagant  merrymaking" i n  Tokyo n i g h t s p o t s  
--a f a v o r i t e  J C P  charge  f o r  d i s c r e d i t i n g  wayward members. 

F i n a l l y  he was e x p e l l e d  
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Thus Kasuga conceded most of t h e  premises of h i s  
opponents,  though it is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  he i n  fac t  consid-  
ered Japanese capitalism "subserv ien t"  t o  t h e  U. S. Even 
when w r i t i n g  under c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s t r a i n t ,  however, Kasuga 
conveyed a f e e l i n g  t h a t  monopol i s t ic  c a p t i a l i s m  w a s  much 
t he  more s i n i s t e r  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  t w o  a d v e r s a r i e s .  Kasuga 
contended t h a t  much had been changed by t h e  San F ranc i sco  
t r e a t y  : 

Japan is still under c o n t r o l  of 
American i m p e r i a l i s m  because of t h e  San 
F r a n s i s c o  system. However, i f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  
u n i t y  is s t r o n g  enough t o  es tab l i sh  a po- 
l i t i c a l  u n i t e d  f r o n t ,  it is ve ry  l i k e l y  
tha t  a government can be established 
which w i l l  be capable of r e f l e c t i n g  and 
p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  w i l l  of the  people  through 
democratic and legal methods. 

The B a n  F ranc i sco7  system c o n t a i n s  
a con t r adxc t ion  in thaz America can n e i t h e r  
con t inue  t o  i n f r i n g e  on t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  
of Japan  by r e s o r t i n g  t o  force nor change 
t h e  government f r o m  t h e  legal p o i n t  of 
view. 

I n  suppor t  of h i s  thesis, Kasuga  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  elec- 
t i o n  of a Communist as mayor of Naha on Okinawa: 

Even under complete m i l  it a r y  occupat ion ,  
the people i n  Okinawa succeeded i n  elect- 
i n g  Mr. Senaga as mayor of Naha by an 
overwhelming m a j o r i t y  of v o t e s .  Mr . 
Senaga r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  People's P a r t y  
which is demanding r e s t o r a t i o n  of Okinawa 
t o  Japan and opposes t h e  American occupa- 
t i o n  p o l i c i e s  Although t h e  American 
a u t h o r i t i e s  want t o  oppress and s u b j u g a t e  
Mr. Senaga's government by force, t h e y  
cannot  do so because of t h e i r  fear  of 
the  world publ ic .  
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Kasuga w a s  a lso c r i t i c a l  of t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  of t h e  
p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  on t w o  r e v o l u t i o n s .  In  his opin ion ,  t h e  
JCP should  be s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the working class w i t h  a view 

, towards s e i z i n g  power through a s i n g l e - s t a g e ,  peace fu l  rev- 
o l u t i o n .  B u t  as he  looked i n t o  h i s  c r y s t a l  ba l l  i n  December 
1957, Kasuga w a s  vague on t h i s  p o i n t .  

Af t e r  a series of un i t ed  f r o n t  gov- 
ernments t a k e  power i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  l e d  
by t h e  working c lass  a g a i n s t  t h e  American 
i m p e r i a l i s t s  and monopolis ts ,  a r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  government w i l l  come t o  power, which 
w i l l  be n a t i o n a l  and democratic in n a t u r e ,  
whether it be called a p e o p l e * s  democratic 
government or a p e o p l e 9 s  democrat ic  revolu-  
t i o n .  Fundamentally, it w i l l  be a social- 
ist government cen te red  on t h e  working 
class,  aimed a t '  ach iev ing  s o c i a l  i s m .  Th i s  
w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  be a s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  

The long-awaited congress  f i n a l l y  w a s  he ld  between 
21  J u l y  - 1 August ,'1958. Kasuga, however, had done h i s  
work w e l l .  To t h e  i n t e n s e  f r u s t r a t i o n  of Miyamoto and 
Nosaka, t h e  d r a f t  p l a t f o r m  f e l l  short  of t h e  two- th i rds  
m a j o r i t y  required t o  p u t  it i n t o  e f f e c t .  The f a c t  of its 
f a i l u r e ,  moreover, brought c r i t i c i sm f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  
i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  u n i t e  t h e  p a r t y .  

Having m e t  t o  adopt a program, t h e  p a r t y  d i d  some 
unimaginat ive improvis ing.  Represen ta t ives  of v a r i o u s  
Communist p a r t i e s  had m e t  i n  Moscow i n  November 1957 t o  
cons ide r  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  d e s t a l i n i z h t i o n  e f f o r t .  
The "Moscow Dec la ra t ion"  adopted by t h e  assembled d e l e g a t e s  
had endorsed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of " r e v o l u t i o n  by peace fu l  
means," and had l a i d  down c e r t a i n  r u l e s  concern ing  revolu-  
t i o n s  which were g e n e r a l  r a t h e r  t han  s p e c i f i c  and permi t ted  
t h e  JCP t o  avoid a s t a n d  on t h e  n a t u r e  of Japan ' s  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
or t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  main enemy i n  Japan.  The p a r t y  was 
r e l i e v e d  t o  f a l l  back on t h e  Moscow formula,  which decreed 
tha t  a " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  one form or  another"  
would resu l t  i n  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of "one f o r m  or another  
of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
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What f e w  accomplishments t h e r e  were a t  t h e  Seventh 
Congress were i n  t h e  f i e l d  of p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The p o s t  
of " f i r s t  s ec re t a ry" - - e s t ab l i shed  i n  1955 bu t  never  f i l l e d - -  
was abo l i shed ,  In s t ead ,  t h e  p a r t y  provided for a Chairman 
of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee, and ' a  S e c r e t a r y  General to head 
t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus .  The change was an obvious a t t empt  t o  
accommodate both Nosaka, who w a s  named Chairman, and Miyamoto, 
who w a s  made Secretary-General  Although Nosaka emerged 
wi th  the  more resouding  t i t l e ,  Miyamoto i n h e r i t e d  t h e  
t i t l e  and some of t h e  a u r a  of t h e  l a t e  Kyuichi Tokuda, If 
t h e r e  was a " l o s e r "  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  it w a s  Yoshio 
Shiga,  who had organized t h e  previous  p a r t y  conference  i n  
1955 and who, on occas ion ,  had been ranked ahead of Miyamoto 
w i t h i n  t h e  r u l i n g  t r i u m v i r a t e .  

D. The JCP and China 

There is ample r eason  t o  bel5eve t h a t  Pe ip ing  was 
i n f l u e n t i a l  w i th in  J C P  c o u n c i l s  w e l l  be fo re  t h e  1957-1958 
pe r iod .  The con t inu ing  i n f l u e n c e  of  Nosaka, who f r e e l y  ac- 
knowledged h i s  deb t  t o  Mao, was i n  i t s e l f  assurance  t h a t  
Chinese p o l i c i e s  would always be accorded a r e s p e c t f u l  hear- 
ing w i t h i n  t h e  JCP.  
t o  have s p e n t  t i m e  i n  China d u r i n g  t h e  1950-55 "under- 
ground" p e r i o d ,  while  n e i t h e r  is known t o  have v i s i t e d  t h e  
USSR a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Both Tokuda and Nosaka were be l i eved  

It was easy  t o  underes t imate  t h e  e x t e n t  of P e i p i n g ' s  
i n f l u e n c e ,  p a r t l y  becaPise Sov ie t  and Chinese p o l i c i e s  f o r  
t h e  p a r t y  o f t e n  co inc ided .  Although t h e  New Program may 
have been d r a f t e d  i n  Pe ip ing ,  a JCP e f f o r t  t o  sabo tage  t h e  
UN w a r  e f f o r t  was i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of R u s s i a  as w e l l  as China. 
I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  Moscow and Pe ip ing  appear  t o  have 
coord ina ted  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  towards Japan w i t h o u t  n o t a b l e  
f r i c t i o n  i n  the  middle and l a t e  1950s. 

Although t h e  p a r t y  had been embarrassed a t  d i f f e r e n t  
t i m e s  by both  t h e  S o v i e t s  and t h e  Chinese,  g r a s s - r o o t s  re- 
sentment among t h e  cadres seemed l a r g e l y  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  
t h e  S o v i e t s  Chinese claims t o  have "adapted" Marxism- 
Leninism t o  t h e i r  own c o n d i t i o n s  made an impression w i t h i n  



t h e  JCP, and l e d  t o  demands--such as t h o s e  i n  Vanguard-- 
f o r  more "c rea t ive"  p o l i c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y . A z o r  
i n  t h e  JCP's t u r n i n g  toward Pe ip ing  may have been C h i n a p s  
g r e a t e r  m i l i t a n c y  towards t h e  Japanese government and t h e  
U.S. Although t h e  Sov ie t  Union remained adamant on t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of J a p a n ' s  l o s t  terri tories--a sore p o i n t  w i t h i n  
t h e  JCP--the peace t r e a t y  s igned  i n  1955 on Moscow's i n i t i a -  
t i v e  t e rmina ted  t h e  s t a t e  of w a r  between Japan and t h e  USSR 
and r e s t o r e d  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s .  The S o v i e t s  have re- 
mained as a c t i v e  as t h e i r  Chinese b r e t h r e n  i n  a t t empt ing  
t o  e s t r a n g e  Japan f r o m  t he  U.S., b u t  Sov ie t  - p o l i c i e s  have 
been c a r r i e d  o u t  s i n c e  1955 i n  an atmosphere of more correct 
r e l a t i o n s .  The USSR has  never  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  
a t  winning f r i e n d s  i n  Japan,  and t h i s  penchant f o r  a l i e n a -  
t i o n  g r a d u a l l y  made in roads  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP. 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  USSR, wi th  its emphasis on d i p l o -  
macy, China was r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t o  t h e  core. C e r t a i n  of its 
p o l i c i e s  were d i s t u r b i n g  t o  t h e  JCP, p a r t i c u l a r l y  P e i p i n g ' s  
p o l i c y  of u s i n g  t h e  JSP as its lever t o  i n c r e a s e  Sino- 
Japanese t rade.  Nonetheless ,  P e i p i n g  managed t o  combine 
a f ierce b e l l i c o s i t y  on i s s u e s  such  as U.S. bases and t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  of Taiwan w i t h  propaganda p roposa l s  which played 
on well-known Japanese s e n s i b i l i t i e s .  Ch ina ' s  new hard  l i n e  
appealed to t h e  JCP, its s o f t  l i n e  t o  Japanese of many 
p o l  it ica l  pe r suas ions .  

In 1954, Pe ip ing  saw f i t  t o  expand on Chou En- l a i ' s  
? I f  i v e  p r i n c i p l e s "  f o r  peace fu l  coex i s t ence ,  developed i n  
conce r t  w i t h  I n d i a ' s  Nehru. In  August of t h a t  yea r ,  Chou 
proposed a llpeace pac t "  aimed a t  h a l t i n g  t h e  f i g h t i n g  i n  
Indo-China, which would  t h e n  be extended t o  e lsewhere i n  
Asia. In J u l y  1955 Chou en la rged  on h i s  p l a n ,  even allow- 
i n g  for U.S. p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  P e i p i n g ' s  i n i t i a t i v e s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  w e r e  warmly seconded by Moscow. 

A second Chinese p roposa l  which appealed t o  Japan 
was for an atom-free area i n  t h e  Fa r  E a s t ,  I n  January  
1958, Nehru had commented f avorab ly  on t h e  Rapacki P lan  
fo r  a nuc lea r - f r ee  be l t  i n  Europe, and supported t h e  con- 
c e p t  of a similar zone i n  Asia. The fo l lowing  month t h e  
Chinese endorsed Nehru's p roposa l ,  and i n  t i m e  made it 
t h e i r  own e 
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Only i n  Japan could such  t r a n s p a r e n t  "peace" pro- 
p o s a l s  have some impact when- accompanied by s a b r e - r a t t l i n g  
i n  t h e  Taiwan S t r a i t s ,  s t r i d e n t  propaganda a g a i n s t  t h e  
Japan-U. S. s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y ,  and t h e  ever -present  poss i -  
b i l i t y  of renewed f i g h t i n g  i n  Korea. The Chinese,  however, 
s k i l l f u l l y  posed as the injured p a r t y .  In A p r i l  1957, Mao 
t o l d  a v i s i t i n g  Japanese S o c i a l i s t  d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  China 
was prepared t o  conclude a nonaggression p a c t  once Japan 
became "completely independent of t h e  United S t a t e s  and 
when there is no p o s s i b i l i t y  of Japan becoming m i l i t a r i s t i c  
aga in .  I' 

Pe ip ing  also sought  t o  improve its trade r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Japan,  b u t  w i t h  o n l y  q u a l i f i e d  success .  Even while 
p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  absence of d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  Pe ip ing  
proved w i l l i n g  between 1952 and 1958 t o  consumate f o u r  
agreements w i t h  p r i v a t e  Japanese  t r a d i n g  firms. The f o u r t h  
agreement, s igned  i n  March 1958, included a t  China 's  i n s i s t -  
ence  a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a Chinese t r a d e  miss ion  i n  Japan which 
would en joy  semi-diplomatic  s t a t u s .  The agreement, when 
approved by t h e  Japanese government, brought  a v igorous  pro- 
t es t  from T a i p e i  and was g e n e r a l l y  regarded  as a break- 
through f o r  Pe ip ing  i n  its campaign f o r  de f a c t o  r e c o g h i t i o n .  
The Chinese, however, could no t  s t a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .  When i n  
May 1958 a Japanese f a c t o r y  worker p u l l e d  down t h e  Chinese 
Communist  f l a g  a t  t h e  t r a d e  miss ion  headquar t e r s ,  Pe ip ing  
seized upon t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  s e v e r  a l l  trade r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
t h e  Japanese e 

less than  1% of its to t a l  t r a d e ,  t h e  Japanese were able t o  
t a k e  t h i s  a c t i o n  in s t r i d e .  Pe ip ing ,  however, warned t h a t  
no improvement i n  r e l a t i o n s  would be for thcoming u n t i l  
Premier  K i s h i  accep ted  China ' s  " t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e s " - - i . e  o ,  

end Japan ' s  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e ' '  towards China; r e f r a i n  
from a l l  "two Chinas" p l o t s ;  and cease o b s t r u c t i n g  "norm- 
alized" Sino-Japanese r e l a t i o n s .  In  the per iod  fo l lowing  
t h e  r u p t u r e  i n  trade r e l a t i o n s ,  K i s h i  was t h e  t a r g e t  of 
v i t u p e r a t i o n  unusual even f o r  Pe ip ing .  K i s h i ' s  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  i n  Japan ' s  wartime government i n s p i r e d  Chinese refer- 
ences  t o  " t h i s  bloody-handed execu t ione r  

Inasmuch as JapanOs t rade  w i t h  t h e  Mainland comprised 
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A l l  t h i s  was heady s t u f f  t o  t h e  JCP,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 
compared wi th  t h e  USSR's more remote a t t i t u d e .  A t  t h e  
Seventh P a r t y  Congress it was agreed t h a t  a major t a r g e t  
f o r  un i t ed  f r o n t  e f f o r t s  i n  Japan would be t h e  p r o j e c t e d  
r e v i s i o n  of t h e  J a p a n  - U.S. s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y .  Although t h e  
S o v i e t s  were of course opposed t o  t h e  t r e a t y ,  China's pro- 
paganda t i r a d e s  were t h e  more m i l i t a n t .  
Pe ip ing  and Moscow had c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  " n e u t r a l i z a t i o n "  of 
Japan,  t h e  Chinese took  a more anti-U.S. l i n e  t h a n  d i d  t h e  
S o v i e t s .  

And whi le  bo th  

The summer of 1958 saw the appearance fo r  the  f i r s t  
t i m e  of a d i s t i n c t  "China f a c t i o n "  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP. Its 
hard co re  comprised a group of 90-odd members who had re- 
tu rned  from China d u r i n g  t h e  first h a l f  of 1958, many of 
them on t h e  Hakusan Maru. A l l  had r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s '  
t r a i n i n g  i n  China, h-g l e f t  Japan d u r i n g  t h e  1950-1955 
"underground" pe r iod ,  many at t h e  u rg ing  of then-Secre ta ry  
General  Tokuda. S e v e r a l  of t h e  r e p a t r i a t e s  found a r r e s t  
warran ts  w a i t i n g  f o r  them a t  t h e  dock, bu t  m o s t  were noth- 
i n g  more than  i l l ega l  emigrants .  

The so -ca l l ed  Hakusan Maru group ( later lumped w i t h  
other pro-Chinese cadres as t h e  "China p o l i c y  group1*) w a s  
no t  o v e r t l y  an t i -Sov ie t ,  b u t  came back s t r o n g l y  i n c u l c a t e d  
wi th  t h e  gospe l  accord ing  t o  Mao. As a group t h e y  were 
young, w i th  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s  and t h i r t i e s .  
In  a.moribund p a r t y  such  as t h e  JCP, such  a group could  be 
expected t o  c u t  a wide swath.  In acknowledgement of t h e i r  
zeal ,  cad res  from t h e  Hakusan Maru were s e n t  t o  local  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  groups of two-Cr-three t o  " renovate  t h e  
p a r t y  atmosphere. 

Within t h e  JCP, t h e  Hakusan Maru group came t o  be 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Satomi Hakamada, a s e r  of t h e  Pres id ium 
who appears  t o  have been a key l i a i s o n  man between t h e  JCP 
and Pe ip ing .  There is some evidence t h a t  t h e  J C P  Old Guard 
viewed t h e  Hakusan Maru group wi th  mixed f e e l i n g s .  Accord- 
i n g  t o  one r e p o r t ,  -Presidium w a s  concerned t h a t  t h e  
r e p a t r i a t e s  were a l l e g e d l y  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
Pe ip ing ,  and was t h e r e f o r e  "on guard" a g a i n s t  them. To 
t h i s  ,day ,  t h e  r e p a t r i a t e s  have o n l y  minor r e p r e s e n t a t  i o n  
on t h e  JCP Cen t ra l  Committee. 

. . .. 



E; The E a r l y  S e c u r i t y  T r e a t y  S t r u g g l e  

I The emerg ing  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  was overshadowed 

I p e r i o d i c a l l y  embarked on j o i n t  " s t r u g g l e "  e f f o r t s ,  coopera- 
I t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  had u s u a l l y  been s h o r t l i v e d ,  and 

w i t h i n  t h e  J C P  i n  1959-1960 by t h e  p a r t y ' s  most successful 1 

~ p e r i o d  of u n i t e d  f r o n t  a c t i v i t y .  Although the JCP had 
1 

t h e  r e s u l t s  u n i n s p i r e d .  It w a s  one t h i n g  t o  demonstrate  
a g a i n s t  t he  U.S. a s  i n  t h e  B i k i n i - t e s t  "For tuna te  Dragon" 
i n c i d e n t .  To achieve  l a s t i n g  results by s u c h  a p r o t e s t  was 
something else aga in .  

Although t h i s  paper is no t  a manual of i n f i l t r a t i o n  
t echn iques ,  some a n a l y s i s  of t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign is 
c a l l e d  f o r ,  i f  o n l y  because it r e p r e s e n t s  a high s p o t  i n  
t h e  p a r t y ' s  postwar  h i s t o r y .  It is a paradox t h a t  t h e  JCP 
of 1960-- i ts  numbers decimated,  its f o r e i g n  c o n t r o l  exposed, 
and hampered by fac t iona l i sm--could  h e l p  t o p p l e  a conserva- 
t i v e  government and p u b l i c l y  humilate  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

mid-1958 were a membership d r i v e ,  and a u n i t e d  f r o n t  ef- 
f o r t  to oppose t h e  P o l i c e  D u t i e s  B i l l - - t h e  l a t t e r  being a 
measure under which t h e  Japanese p o l i c e  would have r e c e i v e d  
new powers i n  t h e  areas of a r re s t -on - susp ic ion  and deten-  
t ion f o r  i n t e r roga t ion - .  The successful campaign a g a i n s t  
t h e  b i l l  w a s  i n  some respects a preview of t h e  more ex ten-  
s i v e  campaign a g a i n s t  the s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y .  There w a s  
v i r t u a l l y  no popular  s u p p o r t  for t h e  p o l i c e  b i l l ,  which 
brought  back s t r o n g  memories of police excesses  i n  t h e  pre-  
war era. When 30,000 leftists demonstrated o u t s i d e  t h e  
D i e t  for  24 hours b e f o r e  the scheduled  v o t e ,  t h e  K i s h i  
government had second though t s ,  and withdrew t h e  b i l l .  
The v i c t o r y  w a s  small, b u t  t h e  precedent  was ominous. 
With t h e  p o l i c e  b i l l  i n  mind, t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  and t h e  Com- 
munis t s  u n i t e d  t o  t u r n  publ ic  op in ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
t r e a t y .  

The S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  was i n  a pe r iod  of cr is is  d u r i n g  
1959. I n  t he  local and Upper House e l e c t i o n s  of t h a t  y e a r ,  
t h e  s low but  p e r c e p t i b l e  t r e n d  towards t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  which 
had characterized postwar e l e c t i o n s  was r eve r sed  f o r  t h e  

I 

I 

Two measures approved a t  the Seventh Congress i n  
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f i r s t  t i m e .  Th i s  s e t b a c k  aggrava ted  d i s s e n s i o n  between t h e  
JSP ' s  l e f t  and r i g h t  wings, which had l o n g  been a t  odds 
over  t h e  p a r t y ' s  f a r - l e f t  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  October  1959, t h e  
m i n o r i t y  r i g h t  wing broke away t o  form t h e  Democratic Soc ia l -  
ist P a r t y .  I n  a p a r a l l e l  move w i t h i n  Sohyo, r i g h t  wingers  
i n  c o n t r o l  of some 800,000 of Sohyoss m , O O O  members broke 
o f f  to form a r i v a l  federation- 

The conse rva t ive  government of Premier K i s h i  t h u s  
appeared on f i r m  ground as it sought  t o  r a t i f y  i n  t h e  D i e t  
a modified v e r s i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Japan-U.S. s e c u r i t y  
t re .a ty ,  a v e r s i o n  worded to a l l o w  Japan a g r e a t e r  v o i c e  
i n  t h e  employment of U.S. f o r c e s  s t a t i o n e d  on its terri- 
t o r y .  In  h i s  own enthusiasm f o r  t h e  t r e a t y ,  however, K i s h i  
counted too  much on h i s  two-to-one D i e t  m a j o r i t y ,  wh i l e  
a l lowing  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  popular  misg iv ings  such  as 
t h o s e  which had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  P o l i c e  
D u t i e s  B i l l .  While most Japanese  favored  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ' s  
a l l i a n c e  wi th  t h e  U.S., p a c i f i s t  sen t iment  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
s t r o n g  t o  permit  a l e f t i s t  c o a l i t i o n  t o  p i c t u r e  t h e  t r e a t y  
as one which would a s s u r e  J a p a n ' s  involvement i n  any new 
war. 

The JCP devoted e x t e n s i v e  p l ann ing  t o  its par t  in 
t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign. In March 1959, it j o i n e d  t h e  
l e f t  S o c i a l i s t s  i n  sponsor ing  t h e  Pegp le ' s  Council  Agains t  
Revis ion of t h e  S e c u r i t y  T r e a t y  (Kokumin Kaigi) from which 
much was t o  be heard i n  1959-60. According to ( b ,  
a JCP direct ive of J u l y  1959 called fo r  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  of 
Kokumin Ka ig i  members i n t o  t h e  JCP, 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Peop le ' s  Counci l ,  the  J C P  w a s  
i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  t w o  o t h e r  mass groups. The f i r s t  w a s  Sohyo, 
i n  which Communist i n f l u e n c e  w a s  once more on t h e  rise. 
The number of card-carriers i n  Sohyo w a s  s m a l l ,  pe rhaps  no 
more than  20,000 o u t  of over  t h r e e i l l i o n .  
of t h e  Communists t o  i n f l u e n c e  p o l i c y  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  
however, i n  t h a t  t h e y  occupied--according t o  t h e  U.S. Em- 
bassy--some 28% of t h e  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s  i n  Sohyo beadquart-  
ers. Moreover, t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  w a s  suff i c i m  anti-Ameri- 
can  even wi thout  prodding to make it a uniquely  v a l u a b l e  
a l l y  of t h e  JCP. 

The a b i l i t y  
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Much t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  federa- 
t i o n  of u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  'Zengakuren. The number of 
card-carriers w i t h i n  Zengakuren was esfimated a t  2,000 o u t  
of a t o t a l  membership of 290 ,000. At its headquarters, 
however, some 40% of' t h e  l eade r sh ip  w a s  either Communist 
o r  Communist-controlled . The s i t u a t i o n  w a s  compl icated 
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  JCP members d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  "far 
l e f t "  w i t h i n  Zengakuren, which w a s  by a l l  odds t h e  m o s t  
radical  of t h e  major a n t i - t r e a t y  groups.  In 1958 a ' 

"Trotskyi te '?  f a c t i o n  had ous ted  t h e  JCP-do'minated leader- 
s h i p ,  i n  p a r t  because of t h e  Communists' p reoccupat ion  
w i t h  American imperialism as opposed t o  t h e  o u s t i n g  of. 
"fascist" K i s h i .  I n  view of t h e  key role  played by Zenga- 
kuren i n  t h e  e v e n t s  of 1960, it is i r o n i c  t h a t  Red F l a g  
h a l d p e n t  much of t h e  preceeding  year d e n o u n c i n g - l ' t n a d -  
ers f o r  l e f t i s t  adventurism. 

Of t h e  three main a n t i - t r e a t y  groups, o n l y  Sohyo 
c o u l d  be cons idered  r e spons ive  to JCP d i r e c t i o n  i n t h e  
l i t e r a l  sense  of the  word. Zengakuren was v e r y  much of a 
maverick, and t h e  p a r t y  i n i t i a l l y  had o n l y  obse rve r  s t a t u s  
on t h e  13-man e x e c u t i v e  committee of t h e  P e o p l e g s  Counci l .  
Although JCP i n t e r e s k a  were u s u a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  by the  repre- 
s e n t a t i v e  of Sohyo or  one of t he  other c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  t h e  
a n t  i - t r e a t y  movement was one of v a r i o u s  l e f t i s t  groups 
working i n  c o n c e r t ,  and w a s  never  domihated by t h e  JCP. 

The i n i t i a t i v e  i n  s t a g i n g  demonst ra t ions  u s u a l l y  
came from Zengakuren. The s t u d e n t  group brake d i s c i p l i n e  
w i t h i n  t h e  People's Council.when a s t u d e n t  m o b  broke i n t o  
t h e  D i e t  on 27 November 1959, d e s p i t e  pleas f o r  r e s t r a i n t  
f r o m  t he  JCP,  t h e  JSP and Sohyo, On 16 January  1960, 700 

,Zengakuren members staged a d o w n  i n  t h e  lobby of Haneda 
a i rpor t  t o  protest  the  depa r tu re  of t he  Japanese d e l e g a t i o n  
t o  t h e  U.S. t o  s i g n  t h e  t r e a t y .  

-. 

F a i r l y  widespread d i sapprova l  of these Zengakuren 
excesses was overcome by a series of o u t s i d e  f a c t o r s .  lirst 
w a s  t h e  p u b l i c  announcement t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower would 
v i s i t  Japan i n  June--a ' t i m e  when t h e  i n k  would s c a r c e l y  be 
d r y  on the  new t r e a t y ,  i f  It had been r a t i f i e d  a t  a l l .  The 
t iming  of t h e  Eisbnhoweri .vis i t ,  i n  t h e  op in ibn  of many Jap- 
anese  reflec%ed a t  minimum an i n s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  JapanOs new 
s e n s e  of independence. 

I 
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A second factor was t h e  U-2 i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e  r e s u l ~ t -  
i ng  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  scheduled summit conference  between 
Eisenhower and Khrushchev. The image of Eisenhower a s  a 
peacemaker changed ove rn igh t  as a r e s u l t  of t he  U-2 affair ,  
and h i s  v i s i t  t o  Japan--which under other c i rcumstances  
would have been welcomed by most Japanese--became the  sub- 
ject of s e r i o u s  con t rove r sy .  

F. High Tgde a t  Haneda 

Even be fo re  t he  U-2, there was evidence  t h a t  t h e  a n t i -  
t r e a t y  campaign was r e c e i v i n g  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  from the 
Bloc.  In  A p r i l ,  r e p o r t s  
d i c a t e d  t h a t  of an e s t i m  
t r e a t y  s t r u g g l e  du r ing  A p r i l ,  approximately $8,000-came from 
t h e  Japan-China F r i endsh ip  Assoc ia t ion .  According t o  

L 2  ve Socidty--donated around $4,000 t o  Sohyo, " i n  
g r a t i t u d e "  f o r  Sohgo's having in f luenced  C o m m t  China 
t o  release l a c q u e r 0  Japan in 1959. It  appears l i k e l y  
t h a t  Sov ie t  o u t l e t s  i n  Japan, s u c h  as t h e  embassy and t h e  
Japan-Soviet F r i endsh ip  S o c i e t y ,  were s i m i l a r l y  channels  
f o r  Bloc funds .  S i g n i f i c a n t l x ,  n o 6  a l l  such  funds were 
channeled through t h e  JCP. 
t i v a t e  the  Japanese le$t i n  g e n e r a l ,  Pe lp ing  made c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Council .  Whether t he  
a a v i e t s  also bypassed t h e  JCP du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  is n o t  
known. 

F an i n d u s t r y  group--the Na t iona l  Lacque r  Supply on- 

As p a r t  of its campaign to cq l -  

On 19 May, t h e  D i e t  m e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  extend its ses- 
sion beyond t h e  normal c l o s e ,  26 Yay. The a c t i o n  was neces- 
s a r y  i n  o r d e r  to a l low the  Upper House the  30 days allowed 
it by the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  $0 deba te  t h e  t r e a t y .  
ture, S o c i a l i s t  legislatore at tempted t o  b l o c  a c t i o n  by 
p h y s i c a l l y  conf in ing  t h e  Speaker of t h e  Lower House i n  h i s  
chambers. In  t h e  uproar  which fol lowed,  p o l i c e  removed 
the  S o c i a l i s t s  bod i ly  from t h e  bu i ld ing .  The Liberal-Demo- 
crats t h e n  enac ted  a 50-day e x t e n s i o n  and t h e n ,  t o  prec lude  
f u r t h e r  S o c i a l i s t  obs t ruc t ion i sm,  approved t h e  t r e a t y  itself 
by a 240-0 vote .  

At:: this junc-  
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Press coverage of t h e  i n c i d e n t  tended t o  downplay 
the  Social is ts9 provoca t ion ,  bu t  g e n e r a l l y  condemned K i s h i ' s  
u s e  of t h e  p o l i c e  power t o  conduct D i e t  bus iness .  Even wi th -  
i n  t h e  Liberal-Democrat ic  Party, d i s s i d e n t  e lements  used 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  grounds t o  demand-Xish iOs  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  
Socialist  and People  "6 Council  e l emen t s  demonstrated almost  
d a i l y  o u t s i d e  K i s h i ' s  r e s i d e n c e  : and t h e  D i e t ,  and the  s t u d e n t  
snake  dance became a familiar s i g h t  on t h e  w o r l d P s  TV s c r e e n s .  
A p o l l  t aken  a f t e r  t h e  1 9  May i n c i d e n t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t he  
K i s h i  government enjoyed t h e  s u p p o r t  of o n l y  12% of t h e  
populace--the lowest mark e v e r  r e c e i v e d  by a postwar premier .  

stirred up a popular  f u r o r ,  now sought  t o  ach ieve  some 
tangible  r e s u l t  K i s h i 9 s  r e f u s a l  t o  resign v i r t u a l l y  pre- 
c luded any a c t i o n  t o  block the  t r e a t y ,  which under t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  would be ra t i f ied a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a t  midnight  
on 19 June .  Th i s  f a c t  narrowed t h e  t a r g e t s  t o  R i s h i  and 
Eisenhower. Ever consc ious  of p r i o r i t i e s ,  the  JCP directed 
its f i re ' .  a g a i n s t  t h e  Eisenhower v i s i t :  

The People * s  Council  and its c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  having 

The peop1e"s  ehemy, t h e  U.S. imperi- 
a l i s t s ,  wi thdraw from Asia! L e t P s  protest 
a g a i n s t  Eisenhower's  v i s i t  t o  Japan through 
ra l l ies  and demonst ra t ions  * .  . I t  is an 
i n d i s p u t a b l e  fact  t h a t  t h e  U.S. imper ia l -  
ists are t h e  enemy of t he  people  of Asia. 
Without doubt ,  the  struggle f i l l e d  w i t h  
t h e  people 's  anger  w i l ' l  develop i n t o  a 
t u r b u l e n t  s t ruggle  p rob ing  t h e  r e spons i -  
b i l i t y  of U.S. imperialism.* 

An i n t i m a t i o n  of what might be f aced  by P r e s i d e n t  
Eisenhower came a n  10  June,  when the advance p a r t y  headed 
by P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y  Hagerty was mobbed a t  Haneda a i r p o r t .  
The bu lk  of t h e  demonst ra tors  w e r e  anti-Mainstream ( i . e* ,  
pro-JCP) Zengakuren s t u d e n t s ;  Yoshio Shiga d i r e c t e d  opera-  
t i o n s  on t h e  scene .  Alone among the  i n c i d e n t s  which took  

*Red F1 ag, 23-26 M ay 1960. -- 
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p l a c e  d a i l y  d u r i n g  J u n e ,  t h e  r i o t  at  t h e  a i r p o r t  can  be 
c r e d i t e d  i n  large measure t o  t h e  JCP. 

The c l i m a x  w a s  reached on 15 June,  when v i o l e n c e  
e rup ted  i n  t h e  area of t h e  D i e t .  Thousands of s t u d e n t s  
c l a shed  wi th  p o l i c e  i n  a demonst ra t ion  which culminated i n  
a m a s s  u r i n a t i o n  on t h e  D i e t  bui lding: .  One s t u d e n t  w a s  
k i l l e d ,  and ove r  400 i n j u r e d .  In c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  a n t i -  
American r i o t  a t  t h e  a i rpo r t ,  t h e  demonst ra t ion  a t  t h e .  
D i e t  w a s  l a r g e l y  a n t i - K i s h i  and was spearheaded by t h e  
non-JCP f a c t i o n  of Zengakuren. For twenty-four hours  
Japan verged on anarchy. Th en, on 16 June,  t h e  govern- 
men t  asked for a postponement of t h e  Eisenhower v i s i t .  
Although demonst ra t ions  d i d  n o t  cease a l t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  an- 
nouncement t h a t  Eisenhower would no t  be coming, t o g e t h e r  
w i th  t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  s t u d e n t  demonst ra tor ,  had a s o b e r i n g  
e f f e c t .  

Anti-Kishi demonstrat  ions cont inued  on a reduced 
scale u n t i l  23 June when, w i th  t h e  s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y  a f a i t  
accompli ,  t h e  in s t rumen t s  of r a t i f i c a t i o n  w e r e  e x c h a n s  
On t h e  same day Premier K i s h i  submi t ted  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  

The p a r t  played by the  JCP i n  postponing t h e  Eisen- 
hower v i s i t ,  and i n  o u s t i n g  Xi sh i ,  was undoubtedly t h e  z e n i t h  
of t h e  p a r t y ’ s  h i s t o r y .  The JCP and its al l ies  were unable  
t o  block r a t i f i c a t i o n  09 t h e  s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y ,  b u t  achieved 
t h e i r  secondary ob jec t ives - the  downfal l  of K i s h i  and can- 
c e l l a t i o n  of t h e  Eisenhower v i s  if.--and managed s imul tane-  
o u s l y  t o  discredi t  Japanese democracy i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  
world. 

O f f i c i a l  U.S. s t a t e m e n t s  sought  to emphasize Commun- 
ist involvement i n  t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  movement, and ch ided  t h e  
Japanese for p e r m i t t i n g  a t i n y  m i n o r i t y  t o  d i c t a t e  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y .  The ac tua l  role  played by t h e  J C P ,  however, w a s ,  
more complex. A t  no t i m e ’ w a s  t h e  JCP i n  c o n t r o l  of e v e n t s  
d u r i n g  t h e  climactic month of June. The l e f t i s t  v i c t o r y  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  stemmed from t h e  weakness of par l i amen ta ry  
democracy i n  postwar Japan,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  a widespread 
b e l i e f  t h a t  government a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  and no t  any exter- 
n a l  m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  was t h e  main t h r e a t  t o  t h e  new Japanese  
way of l i f e .  On a tact ical  l e v e l ,  t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  coa l i t ion  



was assisted by K i s h i ' s  heavy-handed d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  D i e t ,  
propaganda and f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  from China and t h e  USSR, 
p u b l i c  apprehension i n  t h e  wake of t h e  U-2 a f f a i r ,  and t h e  
s i n g u l a r l y  bad t iming  of t h e  Eisenhower vis ' i t .  

! 

Where t h e  Communists w e r e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  w a s  in 
t u r n i n g  popular  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r e a t y  and t o  K i s h i  upon 
Eisenhower and t h e  U.S. i n  g e n e r a l .  Without Communist in- 
s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  a i r p o r t  demonstration--the immediate cause 
of t h e  postponement of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  visi t--would probably 
n o t  have taken  p l a c e .  

N e i t h e r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  nor  t h e  Communists gained any 
s t a tu re  from t h e i r  a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign. I n  none of t h e  
monthly Asahi p o l l s  d u r i n g  1960, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d i d  more t h a n  
1% of .?;he respondents  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  "supported" t h e  
JCP. In t h e  sou l - sea rch ing  which fol lowed t h e  t rea ty  
r i o t s ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  s u f f e r e d  a d i s t i n c t  d rop  i n  p o p u l a r i t y ,  
from 30% suppor t  i n  May t o  25% i n  August. While 'the f a r  
l e f t  i n  Japan remains a t h r e a t  t o  p u b l i c  order, t h e  chance 

t h o s e  of 1960.appears  remote. 

w a s  l aunching  its most s u c c e s s f u l  " s t rugg le"  t o  da te ,  Khru- 
skchev was seek ing  a d e t e n t e  wi th  t h e  West ove r  P e i p i n g ' s  
o b j e c t i o n s .  That t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign enjoyed Sov ie t  
as w e l l  a s  Chinese suppor t  h a s  been noted;  none the le s s ,  an 
i n c i d e n t a l  e f f e c t  of t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign may have been 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  the bond between t h e  JCP and Pe ip ing .  C e r -  
t a i n l y  t h e  Chinese view of U.S. imper ia l i sm w a s  closer t o  
t h a t  of t h e  JCP t h a n  was t h e  Sov ie t  view. Although ev idence  
is l a c k i n g ,  it appears  l i k e l y  t h a t  many JCP cadres ques t ioned  
how Khrushchev could  d e s i r e  a summit  meet ing \vith t h e  i n i t i a :  
t o r  of t h e  Japan-U.S. s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y ,  as w e l l  as t h e  U-2 
overf  1 i g h t s  . 

Apart from how J C P  leaders viewed Khrushchev's behav- 
i o r ,  t h e y  were probably  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a t  home 
had allowed them t o  remain a loof  from t h e  deepening Sino- 
S o v i e t  r i f t .  The p a r t y  would con t inue  t o  ignore  t h e  Sino- 
S o v i e t  polemic, and its r e f u s a l  t o  r ecogn ize  i n  its pub l i -  
c a t i o n s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s  would be- 
come more conspicuous i n  t h e  absence of s t i r r i n g  campaigns 
on t h e  domestic f r o n t .  

' t h a t  it w i l l  aga in  encounter  c o n d i t i b n s  as f a v o r a b l e  as 

I t  is worth r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  i n  1959, wh i l e  t h e  JCP 

-.38 - 

I 

7 I 



111. THE PARTY SPLITS 

A. The Morning After  

Flushed w i t h  success a f t e r  i$s v i c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  sum- 
m e r  of 1960, t h e  JCP sought  t o  f o l l o w  up on its g a i n s .  There 
w a s  t o  be a conference  of Communist par t ies  i n  Moscow i n  
November, b u t  t h e  J C P  appears t o  have given p r i o r i t y  to 
Lower House e l e c t i o n s  scheduled for t h e  same t i m e .  In a 
Cen t ra l  Committee plenum i n  Augus t ,  t h e  p a r t y  decided t o  
run  a c a n d i d a t e  i n  each of Japan ' s  108 e l e c t o r a l  districts,  
and t o  a i m  f o r  a popular v o t e  of three m i l l i o n .  Although 
p a r t y  leaders were u n c e r t a i n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  number of d e p u t i e s  
it might e l e c t ,  t h e  f i g u r e  f i v e  was bandied about .  Inasmuch 
as t he  JCP had elected o n l y  one in t he  previous  e l e c t i o n ,  
it c l e a r l y  hoped t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on what it regarded  as a 
l e f t i s t  t r e n d  i n  Japan. 

Meanwhile, however, t h e  l e f t i s t  c o a l  it ion  which had 
ope ra t ed  s o  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  June was coming apart a t  t h e  
seams. In  J u l y  Sohyo took a t u r n  t o  the  r i g h t ,  as its 
n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t m e s o l v e d  t o  suppor t  on ly  Social is t  
c a n d i d a t e s  i n  t h e  for thcoming elections.  The r e s o l u t i o n  
was aimed a t  t h e  Communists, and reflected embarrassment 
a t  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which Sohyo had been i n f i l t r a t e d  by t h e  
JCP .  

--- 

The Communists s u f f e r e d  a second setback i n  October, 
when, a t  t h e  height  of the  Lower House campaign, JSP Chair- 
man I n e j i r o  Manuma was a s s a s s i n a t e d  by a r ight-wing extrem- 
ist. The i n c i d e n t  may have i n s p i r e d  a few sympathy v o t e s  
f o r  lef t is t  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i tsel f ;  over  t he  
l o n g  t e r m ,  however, the Communists would  not  f i n d  a social- 
ist leader as r e spons ive  t o  manipula t ion  or as independ- 
e n t l y  anti-American. 

t he  a n t  i - t r e a t y  r i o t s ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  sought  to dissociate 
t h e i r  p a r t y  from t h e  J C P .  On 6 November, r e l a t i o n s  between 
t h e  two e r s t w h i l e  a l l i e s  reached a low when t h e  socialists 
charged t h e  JCP w i t h  be ing  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e . "  The Communists, 

I n  an e f f o r t  to coun te r  cr i t ic ism of t h e i r  roZe i n  
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by c o n t r a s t ,  were most unrepentant concerning t h e  even t s  
of t h e  past  summer, and campaigned on a l l  t h e  old i s s u e s .  
Of 14  e l e c t i o n  s logans  publ ic ized  in -- Red Flag ,  the first 
three related t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  affairs: 

1. L e t  u s  have t h e  s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y  abrog- 
ated and have American f o r c e s  wi th-  
draw from Japan. L e t  us make e f f o r t s  
t o  recover  Okinawa and the  Bonin I s lands .  , 

2. Let u s  promote Japan-Communist China I 

dip lomat ic  r e l a t i o n s  We demand t h a t  
Japan s i g n  a peace t r e a t y  w i t h  the  
Sovie t  Union immediately. 

3. N u c l e a r b a t i o n  and nuc lea r  tests mus t  
no t  be allowed, Le t  u s  p u t  t o t a l  dis-  
armament i n t o  practice, We are opposed 
t o  t h e  r e v i v a l  of m i l i t a r i s m ,  L e t  u s  
defend t h e  peace c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

When the  ballots were counted, t h e  JCP had s l i g h t l y  
improved on its showing i n  1958,. b u t  had f a l l e n  cons iderably  
s h o r t  of expec ta t ions .  The p a r t y e s  percentage of t h e  to ta l  
vote  rose s l i g h t l y ,  from 2.6% t o  2.996, and it elected three'  
m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  Lower House. As a par l iamentary force, how- 
eve r ,  it w a s  a p a l e  shadow of t h e  mobs which it had helped - 
t u r n  loose  a f e w  months before.  

The aftermath of t h e  s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y  campaign in f lu -  
enced t h e  p a r t y ' s  view of t h e  Sino-Soviet d i s p u t e ,  The 
Buchares t  conference of  Communist p a r t i e s  had immediately ' 

followed t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of Eisenhower's v i s i t  i n  June 
1960, and t h e  Japauese Communists were honored gues ts .  I n  
t h e  debate  over  s t r a t e g y  between the Soviet  and Chinese 
de l ega t ions ,  the  Japanese steered a n e u f r a l  course, and w e r e  
probably happy t o  s i g n  a c l o s i n g  communique which d i d  noth- 
ing more than  reaffirm t h e  Moscow Declarat ion of 1957. By 
f a i l i n g  t o  j o i n  with t h e  ma jo r i ty  i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Chinese 
p o s i t i o n ,  however, it demonstrated a sympathy for t h e  Chi -  I '  . 
nese pos i t i on .  B u t  the  p a r t y  sought to ignore t h e  Sino- 
Soviet  polemic a t  Bucharest;  Chairman Miyamoto r e p o r t e d l y  
assured JCP cadres t h a t  there had been no 'd i sco rd  a t  t h e  
conference. 



As t h e  background of t h e  d i spu te  gradual ly  came t o  
be common knowledge wi th in  the  JCP, t h e  d i s p u t e  over  stra- 
tegy  W ~ E I  given a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  Japanese t w i s t .  
c e n t r a l  committee m e m b e r ,  Takechiyo Uchino, r epor t ed ly  con- 
tended t h a t  the  a n t i - t r e a t y  s t r u g g l e  had demonstrated the  
f e a s i b i l i t y  of "peaceful" revolu t ion ,  and urged t h a t  t h e  

8 p a r t y  place f u l l  r e l i a n c e  on such methods. There appears 
t o  have been genera l  agreement among t h e  JCP l eade r sh ip  
t h a t  the  a n t  i- treaty s t r u g g l e  had represented  "peacef u1" 
t a c t i c s  a t  t h e i r  best. 

One 

, '. 

J C P  s t r a t e g y  came i n  f o r  debate a t  t h e  12 th  Plenum 
i n  August  1960. There Uchino w a s  con t r ad ic t ed  by p a r t y  
m i l  it a n t s ,  who contended t h a t  w h i l e  the t r a n s i t  ion to So- 
c i a l i s t  could be peaceful  o r  v i o l e n t ,  it would be a mistake ~ 

to plan f o r  on ly  one type  of s t r u g g l e .  They argued t h a t  
had t h e  pa r ty  switched from "peaceful" t o  v i o l e n t  tactics 
a t  t h e  climax of %he a n t i - t r e a t y  campaign, t h e  **revolut ion" 
might have succeeded. Thus i n  Japan thd  Sino-Soviet polemic 
i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  debate on t a c t i c s 0  

B. The Moscow Conference 

If there w a s  one dominant q u a l i t y  which characterized 
t h e  JCP i n  t h e  postwar period, it w a s  i n s u l a r i t y .  The p a r t y  
appears never t o  have enjoyed close and continuous l i a i s o n  
w i t h  e i ther  Pe ip ing  or MOSCOW. The Cominform crit icism of 
1950 had come as a b o l t  from the b lue .  The Molotov c o c k t a i l  
per iod  of 1951-52 ran  counter  t o  the p o l i c i e s  of other Asian 
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p a r t i e s  Although p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  v i s i t e d  
both  Moscow and Pe ip ing ,  c o n t a c t s  do no t  appear  to have 
been s u f f i c i e n t l y  f r e q u e n t  or close f o r  t h e  JCP t o  be 
a b r e a s t  of t r e n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist move- 
ment. 

Related t o  t h i s  i n s u l a r i t y ,  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  it', 
was t h e  JCP*s preoccupa t ion  w i t h  J a p a n ' s  unique s t a t u s  as 
a 'lsemi-occupiedll coun t ry  * The p a r t y  s i n t e l l e c t u a l s  tended 
t o  focus  on c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  Japan rather t h a n  on the 
broader a b s t r a c t i o n s  of Marxism-Leninism, Thus the  JCP was 
f a r  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the c o r r e c t n e s s  of its own a n t i -  
imperialism strategy t h a n  w i t h  those i s s u e s ,  such  as t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of coex i s t enqq ,  which d i v i d e d  Moscow and Peiping.  

l i t t l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a t  t h e  Moscow Conference i n  1960. The 
JCP had r e p e a t e d l y  endorsed t h e  vaguely-worded Moscow Decla-- 
r a t i o n  of 1957 as a broad t h e o r e t i c a l  basis f o r  its own 
program, and w a s  c o n t e n t  w'ith t h e  d o c t r i n a l  s t a t u s  - QUO, 

A t  t h e  Moscow conference ,  t h e  Japanese de lega t ion- -  
l e d  by Satomi Hakamada--sought t o  avoid any th ing  cont rover -  
s i a l .  Although subsequent  e v e n t s  have confirmed t h e  JCP's 
then-submerged pro-Peiping bias, t h e  Japanese delegat ion 
i n  1960 behaved wi th  g r e a t  c i rcumspect ion ,  The d e l e g a t i o n  
is known t o  have o f f e r e d  o n l y  one speech--a s t r i n g  of p la t i -  
t u d e s  devoted l a r g e l y  to r e c o u n t i n g  JCP "successes" a t  home. 

I t  is no t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  therefore, t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had 

I n  ma in ta in ing  .a p o s t u r e  of a loof  n e u t r a l i t y ,  the  
p a r t y  missed an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make a p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
t o  t h e  conference .  When an attempt w a s  made to mediate 
Sino-Soviet  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  it w a s  t h e  Vietnamese d e l e g a t i o n  
which took  t h e  lead wi thou t ,  as f a r  as iS  known, any assist- 
ance from t h e  Japanese.  In  retrospect, the  J C P  probably  
would have suppor ted  P e i p i n g  on t h e  i s s u e  of m a j o r i t y  r u l e ,  
i f  pressed,, In  practice, however, Japanese endorsement of 
P e i p i n g ' s  refusal  t o  be bound by a head count i n  matters 
of d o c t r i n e  would be three y e a r s  i n  coming. A t  %he Moscow 
conference ,  t h e  JCP lagged behind t h e  p a r t i e s  of Burma, In- 
dones i a ,  Malaya and North Korea in terms of suppor t  f o r  
the Chinese pos it i o n  

i 
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Once agreed upon, lthe new Moscow Statement  inc luded  
a s e c t i o n  probably  sol ic i ted by t h e  JCP. 
noted t h a t  " in  some non-European developed c a p i t a l i s t  coun- 
tries which are under p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and m i l i t a r y  
domination of  U.S. imperial ism,  t h e  working class and t h e  
people  direct  t h e  main blow a g a i n s t  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t  domina- 
t i o n ,  and also a g a i n s t  monopoly c a p i t a l  and t h e  o t h e r  
domestic r e a c t i n n a r y  f o r c e s  b e t r a y i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  
na t ion . "  The s t a t emen t  i n  e f f e c t  gave o f f i c i a l  s a n c t i o n  
t o  t h e  JCP's p o l i c y  of t r e a t i n g  the  U.S. as3 its main enemy. 
I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  i m p l i c i t  vote of conf idence  i n  the JCP 
l e a d e r s h i p  set t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a p a r t y  s p l i t ,  

t h e  Japanese e l e c t i o n s  ove r ,  t h e  JCP C e n t r a l  Committee 
i s s u e d  a r o u t i n e  s t a t emen t  concerning t h e  conference :  

The s t a t emen t  

On 28 December 1960, w i t h  t h e  Conference done and 

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and i n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t  system 
is r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g ,  t h e  c o l o n i a l  sys tem 
con t inues  to c o l l a p s e  throughout  t h e  w o r l d ,  
class s t r u g g l e s  are ach iev ing  f u r t h e r  de- 
velopment i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  world, and t h e  
f o r c e s  of social i s m ,  n a t i o n a l  1 iber a t  ion ,  
and peace p r e s e r v a t i o n  are becoming g r e a t l y  
s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  f o r c e s  of imper ia l i sm and 
t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  

By and large t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was p r e t t y  bland.  I n  
making no acknowledgement of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of d i f f e r e n c e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  Bloc, lthe JCP se t  8 p o l i c y  which it cont inued  
t o  f o l l o w  u n t i l  December 1962. The r e s o l u t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  
some relief t h a t  the p rev ious  MQSCQW Dec la ra t ion  w a s  still  
i n  good r epu te :  

The MOSCOW s t a t e m e n t  is an important  
p l a t fo rm for t h e  i n t e r n a t  ionaP movements 
as a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  Moscow Declara- 
t i o n  of 1957. The Moscow s t a t emen t  con- 
f i rmed t h a t  lthe Moscow D e c l a r a t i o n  of 1957 
is still an a c t i v e  s l o g a n  for the i n t e rna -  
t i o n a l  Communist movements, r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  expe r i ences  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  of Commun- 
ist p a r t i e s  and working people  throughout  
t h e  world i n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  yea r s .  
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C. The Hasuaa Defec t ion  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  Japan  is fundamenta l ly  c o n t r o l -  
l e d  by American imper ia l i sm and Japanese  
monopoly capital, which is s u b s e r v i e n t l y  
a l l ied  wi th  American imper ia l i sm.  Although 
Japan is a h i g h l y  developed c a p i t a l i s t  
s t a t e ,  it is v i r t u a l l y  a dependency under 
t h e  semi-occupation of American imper ia l -  
i s m .  

- D r a f t  P l a t fo rm,  Eighth  P a r t y  Congress, 
J u l y  1961 

In  mid-1961, t h e  key p s s t  of Chairman of t h e  C e n t r a l  
Con t ro l  and A u d i t  Commi t t ee  w a s  he ld  by S h o j i r o  Kasuga, a 
second-echelon l e a d e r  who commanded a cons ide rab le  follow- 
i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y .  
a t  t h e  age of 20,  and in 1924 w a s  one of t h e  select group 
chosen by Tokuda f o r  s t u d y  and t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  US,SR. 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  Japan he  w a s  j a i l e d  f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  a f t e r  
which he became a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  Gnderground a c t i v i t y .  

Kasuga had been a union o r g a n i z e r  

Upon 

, 

Hasugass  r e c o r d  as an a c t i v i s t  d i d  not make him 
immune from t h e  penchant for d e s t r u c t i v e  t h e o r i z i n g  which 
w a s  t h e  bane of t h e  JCP. As he advanced i n  t h e  p a r t y  h i e r -  
a rchy  a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  dogma i n c r e a s e d .  To 
a greater e x t e n t  t h a n  m o s t  of h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  he recognized  
t h e  need t o  " c r e a t i v e l y  adapt" Marxism-Leninism to condi- 
t i o n s  i n  Japan,  and n o t  t o  d i s s i p a t e  t h e  p a r t y ' s - s t r e n g t h  
in f u t i l e  bat t les  a g a i n s t  t h e  Occupation. 

I t  can be s a f e l y  assumed t h a t  KaSugaDs s t a n d i n g  w i t h  
t h e  Miyamoto-Nosaka l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  n o t  enhanced when h i s  
cri t icism of t h e  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  caused it to be tabled a t  
t h e  Seventh P a r t y  Congress. When it became apparent  t h a t  
he might prove e q u a l l y  d i s r u p t i v e  a t  t h e  e i g h t h  congress ,  
Kasuga achieved t h e  s t a t u s  of a serious t h r e a t  t o  d i s c i p l i n e .  

Kasuga's troubles began fo l lowing  t h e  pub1 icat  ion  of 
an ar t ic le  i n  t h e  August  1959 i s s u e  of Vanguard. Kasuga9s 
t reat ise ,  t i t l e d  "Let Us Do Our  U t m o s t  t o  Overcome Diff  i- 
culties," was e s s e n t i a l l y  a postmortem on t h e  p a r t y ' s  per-  
formance i n  t h e  Upper House e l e c t i o n s ,  Although it appeared 
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t o  dwel l  unduly on t h e  e v i l s  of domest ic  c a p l t a l i s m  vis-a-  
v i s  t h e  t h r e a t  of American imper ia l i sm,  it accep ted  i n  
general t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p r e c e p t s  of t h e  JCP l e a d e r s h i p .  
where, however, it cha l l enged  t h e  p a r t y ' s  coueistdc i n t e r -  
pretation of t h e  Japanese  p o l i t i c a l  sane. 

E l s e -  

Fa r  from r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p a r t y ' s  performance i n  the 
e l e c t i o n s  as a t r iumph as had its l e a d e r s ,  Kasuga d i sce rned  
s c a n t  room f o r  r e j o i c i n g .  Rather ,  he r ega rded  them as a 
" se tback" - -pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  view of t h e  high hopes which 
fol lowed t h e  withdrawal  of t h e  P o l i c e  D u t i e s  B i l l - - and  i n  
one p l a c e  used t h e  word "defea t . "*  Contending t h a t  "not 
a l l  p a r t y  members w e r e  able to c lear ly  understand t h e  need 
for a showdown," Kasuga made his own position clear. 

The democra t ic  f o r c e s  had it w i t h i n  
t h e i r  g r a s p  t o  f o r c e  a showdown w i t h  t h e  
K i s h i  government a t  t h e  c l i m a x  of t h e  
l a r g e - s c a l e  s t r u g g l e  against r e v i s i o n  of 
t h e  P o l i c e  D u t i e s  Law las t  Autumn. Con- 
s e q u e n t l y  t h e  local and Upper H m S e  elec- 
& i o n  r e t u r n s  came as a bad shock t o  t h e  pro- 
g r e s s i v e  camp. 

: I 

Cons te rna t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  at t h i s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was underscored by a r e a l i z a t i o n  tha t  more 
could  be expected a t  t h e  next  p a r t y  congress. Red  F l a g  
h a s t i l y  pub1 i shed  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  Kasugags aptme= 
been retracted and "need not be d i scussed . "  There fol lowed 
a self-cri t icism by Kaswga and by the l u c k l e s s  editor of 
Vanguard. Kasuga conceded t h a t  t h e  ar t ic le  w a s  no t  t i m e l y ,  
i n  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee was about "to review o f f i c i -  
a l l y "  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  s e s u l $ s .  
a " s e r i o u s  error" i n  t h a t  Kasuga's a r t ic le  had been pub- 
l i s h e d  without  s u f f i c i e n t  s t u d y .  

The e d i t o r  of Vanguard admit ted 

*If i s d i f f i c u l t  t o dispu$e $asugaps conc lus ion  he re ,  
s i n c e  t h e  JCP lost  i n  1959 one of o n l y  t w o  seats it h e l d  
in t h e  250-man Upper House. It occupies  f o u r  seats today .  
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*Inasmuch as Kasuga had cri t icized t h e  p a r t y  f o r  not 
p r e s s i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  on t h e  domest ic  s cene ,  h i s  des igna-  
t i o n  as " r e v i s i o n i s t "  might be ques t ioned .  In  emphasizing 
the  c a p i t a l i s t  enemy, however, Kasuga w a s  close t o  t h e  view- 
p o i n t  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t s .  I n  any case, JCP r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
" l e f t i s t  adventurism" were u s u a l l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h o s e  r a d i c a l  
e lements  of Zengakuren who r e f u s e d  t o  acknowledge JCP lead- 
e r s h i p .  

For two y e a r s  t h e  Kasuga a f f a i r  smouldered. Kasuga 
s t a y e d  o u t  of sight and t h e  p a r t y  occupied itself with.';the 
s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y  campaign. It  can be assumed, however, t h a t  
i f  Kasuga f e l t  t h a t  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t o p p l e  K i s h i  had been 
l o s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  P o l i c e  D u t i e s  B i l l , ,  he f e l t  e q u a l l y  
f r u s t r a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  demonst ra t ions .  

On 8 J u l y  1961, Kasuga called a p r e s s  conference  i n  
Tokyo and announced-his  s e c e s s i o n  from t h e  p a r t y  "for which 
I have worked for n e a r l y  f o r t y  y e a r s , "  p ledging  a campaign 
t o  re form it from without .  In h i s  s t a t emen t  Kasuga con- 
f i rmed t h a t  he had been c o n s u l t e d  r e g a r d i n g  the p l a t fo rm 
f o r  t h e  E igh th  P a r t y  Congress,  b u t  t h a t  h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  had 
been ove r ru l ed .  Kasuga charged t h a t  t h e  p l a t f o r m  d i d  not 
accurately m i r r o r  t h e  Moscow Sta tement ;  t h a t  it emphasized 
t h e  struggle a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. a t  t h e  expense of t h e  a n t i -  
monopolist  movement; and t h a t  it f a i l e d  " t o  e v a l u a t e  cor-  
r e c t l y "  t h e  successes and f a i l u r e s  of p a s t  y e a r s .  

ance.  To t h i s  day he remains t h e  a r c h - v i l l a i n  among " rev i -  
s i o n i s t s  ''* After  first conceding t h a t  Kasuga had indeed 
seceded from t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e  Pres id ium "expel led" h i m  for 
good measure ,  amid charges  of "malignant and treacherous 
a c t i v i t i e s "  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y .  B u t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  
Kasuga was an i n d i v i d u a l  prima donna f e l l  f l a t  a s  t h e  p a r t y  
launched a purge of lesser l i g h t s  suspec ted  of h a r b o r i n g  
sympathy f o r  Kasuga.*s v iewpoin t .  
f o u r  c e n t r a l  committee members, two a l t e r n a t e  members, and 
46 o t h e r  cadres. A t o t a l  of 300-odd members i n c u r r e d  some 
form of d i s c i p l i n a r y  ac t ion '  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  Kasuga a f -  
f a i r ,  and t h e  number con t inues  t o  rise. 

The wrath of t h e  p a r t y  f e l l  on Kasuga w i t h  a venge- 

In t h i s  ca t egory  w e r e  
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The Kasuga d e f e c t i o n  was t h e  most s e r i o u s  schism 
t o  h i t  t h e  JCP i n  t h e  postwar pe r iod .  The purge which f o l -  
lowed se rved  t o  en t r ench  f u r t h e r  t h e  Pe ip ing -o r i en ted  lead- 
e r s h i p ,  w h i l e  n ipp ing  i n  t h e  bud p o t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  of 
Moscow i n  t h e  Moscow-Peiping debate. To , t h i s  date  t h e r e  
is no s i g n i f i c a n t  pro-Soviet  f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP. 

Notwithstanding t h e  above, Kasuga's de9 ect  ion was 
no t  a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  Although 
Kasuga professed  to champion Sov ie t  pol ic ies ,  h i s  o r i g i n a l  
d e f e c t i o n  stemmed from d i f f e r e n c e s  unique t o  t h e  JCP. 
While he  has  criticized t h e  Miyamoto-Nosaka l e a d e r s h i p  as 
"subserv ien t"  t o  Pe ip ing ,  he has  demonstrateti no g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i s s u e s  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and gives 
t h e  impression of a t t empt ing  t o  manufacture  an i s s u e  where 
he on ly  s u s p e c t s  t ha t  one ex i s t s .  

There is an odor of opportunism i n  t h e  cha rges  of 
both  Kasuga and his oppbnents.  Kasuga, who advocated an  
e a r l y  s i n g l e - s t a g e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and whose career r e f l e c t s  
a penchant f o r  underground a c t i v i t i e s ,  is n o t  e n t i r e l y  con- 
v inc ing  i n  h i s  s e l f - c a s t  role  as defender  of t h e  "peaceful"  
Moscow l i n e .  Nor is he  enough of a p o l e m i c i s t  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  
h i s  own program f o r  Japan. A -- Red F l a g  ar t ic le  observed,  

Kasuga s a y s  t h a t  "peacefu l  coexist- 
ence" is t h e  s t r a t e g y  of world r e v o l u t i o n ,  
but  where can  w e  f i n d  such  a f o o l i s h  s ta te -  
ment  i n  t h e  Moscow Statement? The Moscow 
Statement  emphasizes t h a t  p e a c e f u l  coexist- 
ence  is one form of t h e  c lass  s t r u g g l e  ,... 
Kasuga' s a c t i v i t i e s  s i n c e  1961 are an i n t e r e s t i n g  

r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  b l u r r e d  i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e s  which d e f i n e  
shades  wi th in  the  Japanese l e f t .  FQllOWing h i s  s e c e s s i o n  
from t h e  JCP, Kasuga organized  h i s  own group, t h e  Social- 
ist Renovation Movement (Shakakuun), pledged t o  re form t h e  
JCP from without .  Although h i  s fo l lowing  was numer ica l ly  
s m a l l ,  Kasuga e s t a b l i s h e d  a newspaper and magazine i n  corn- 
p e t i t i o n  wi th  Red F l a g  and Vanguard,. and i n  g e n e r a l  made 
a thorough n u i G c a  h imsel f .  
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I n  t i m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  arose w i t h i n  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Reno- 
v a t i o n  Movement, l a r g e l y  over t h e  q u e s t i o n  of whether t h e  
main enemy was Japanese monopoly c a p i t a l  or t h e  Japanese 
Communist p a r t y .  Even tua l ly  Kasuga and h i s  en tou rage  l e f t  
t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Renovation Movement .to form a new, "non- 
p o l i t i c a l "  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  United S o c i a l i s t  League. The 
l a t t e r  group subsequen t ly  developed close ties w i t h  t h e  
JSR, and today  is v i r t u a l l y  an o f f s h o o t  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
p a r t y  . 

D. The Eighth  P a r t y  Congress 

I n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  troubles which have beset t h e  J C P  . 
is t h e  inf requency  w i t h  which it has  been able t o  ca l l  
p a r t y  congresses .  The S i x t h  P a r t y  Congress w a s  he ld  in 
1947. V a r i o u s  c i r c u m s  tances-- includ i n g  t h e  d isappearance  
of t h e  leaders underground--dictated t h e  postponement, of 
t h e  Seventh Congress u n t i l  e l even  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Although 
t h i s  meet ing had decreed t h a t  subsequent  congres ses  would 
be h e l d  eve ry  two y e a r s ,  three y e a r s  passed  between t h e  
Seventh Congress and t h e  convening of t h e  E igh th  i n  J u l y  
1961. 

Two factors appear  t o  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  the  pos t -  
ponement of t h e  Eighth  Congress. One, of course, w a s  t h e  
Kasuga a f f a i r ,  which t h e  l e a d e r s h f p  c l e a r l y  wanted out of 
t h e  way be fo re  any d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  p la t form.  A 
second f a c t o r  may have been t h e  membership d r i v e  which had 
been launched a t  the  Seventh Congress. Although the  d r i v e  
t o  double t h e  p a r t y ' s  membership had been f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
t h e  p a r t y  in 1961 w a s  still s h o r t  of t h e  90,000 f i g u r e  
which r e p r e s e n t e d  a two-fold i n c r e a s e .  

With Rasuga o u t  of t h e  way, t he  congress  i t s e l f  w a s  
some'thing of an an t i -c l imax.  It w a s  no t  w i thou t  i n t e r e s t ,  
however, f o r  its a n a l y s i s  of t h e  world scene .  I 
I 1 
I \ 
I 
d i s c u s s i o n  of th e Yino-sovlet  split. it appears  i m i y  d 
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  s u b j e c t  w a s  p r o h i b i t e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  
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On the  o t h e r  hand, t h e  f a i t h f u l  were given  a f u l l  
rundown on t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  world by S e c r e t a r y  
General  Miyamoto. The JCP l e a d e r  first made o b e i s a n c e  t o  
t h e  Moscow Sta tement ,  and gave an  opt imis t ic  rundown on 
prospects f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  camp. H e  t h e n  went o n t o  char- 
acterize t h e  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y ,  and t h e  s t r u g -  
g l e  a g a i n s t  i t ,  a s  " t h e  m o s t  important  p o l i t i c a l  i n c i d e n t  
s i n c e  t h e  Seventh P a r t y  Congress." Desp i t e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
success i n  t h i s  campaign, its t w o  enemies,  American imperi-  
a l i s m  and domest ic  c a p i t a l i s m  still h e l d  the upper hand. 

ment b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  c o n t r o l l i n g  m o r e  t h a n  two- th i rds  of  
t h e  seats i n  t h e  Lower House, and t h a t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  
m u s t  be recognized as en joy ing  c o n s i d e r a b l e  popular  suppor t .  
He added t h a t  t h e  government w a s  suppor ted  by t h e  Se l f  
Defense Forces ,  backed up by American arms; t h a t  t h e  gov- 
ernment c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  "economic system" and t h e  m a s s  com- 
municat ions media. 

I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  Miyamoto noted t h a t  t h e  govern- 

Although no th ing  t h a t  Miyamoto said was r e a l l y  debat-  
able, t h e  tone  of h i s  pronouncement was i n  marked c o n t r a s t  
w i t h  t h e  party's usual bubbl ing  optimism. It appears  l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h i s  r e c i t a t i o n  of o b s t a c l e s  was prompted by Kasuga's 
i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  K i s h i  could have been overthrown by anyone 
prepared  t o  make t h e  e f f o r t .  

The JCP was conceded t o  s u f f e r  from o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
shortcomings.  According t o  Miyamoto, l i t t l e  more t h a n  one- 
t h i r d  of t h e  working class had been organized;  c o n t r o l  of 
most labor unions had passed t o  the S o c i a l i s t s ;  and t h e  
JSP had adopted a p o l i c y  of non-cooperation w i t h  t h e  Com- 
munis t s .  . 

Miyamoto was candid i n  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  JCP d i d  
n o t  have personnel  required t o  assume l e a d e r s h i p  i n  " j o i n t "  
s t r u g g l e s .  He sought  t o  r e f u t e  an unnamed c r i t i c ,  who con- 
tended t h a t  s i n c e  it had proved p o s s i b l e  " t o  overpower com- 
p l e t e l y  20,000 or 30,000 (s ic . )  policemen" i n  t h e  a n t i -  
t r e a t y  demonst ra t ions ,  t h e r e  could have been a r e v o l u t i o n  
"had competent r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  been a v a i l a b l e .  I' Miyamoto 
conceded t h a t  t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  s t r u g g l e  had produced a gov- 
ernment crisis "of a type which had been known t o  cause  
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governments t o  c o l l a p s e . "  He added, however, t h a t  "even 
i f  such demonstratoks c l a shed  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e ,  and occupied 
t h e  D i e t  premises  f o r  so  many h o u r s ,  OF occupied t h e  o f -  , 
f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e  of  t he  Prime Min i s t e r ,  t h e y  themselves  
would have been suppressed  and d i s p e r s e d  by t h e  S e l f  Defense 
Force fir7the U.S. m i l i t a r y  forces." In summation, Miyamoto 
observed-that I ' i t  cannot  be s a i d  t h a t '  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s i t u a t i o n  is now r i p e . "  

z e a l  a f t e r  yeaks of having t o  rouse  f l a g g i n g  s p i r i t s .  
Miyamoto added t h a t ,  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  s t r u g -  
g l e ,  " the  t i m e  of  t h e  h i s to r i c  s t r u g g l e  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  a c t i o n  program is much n e a r e r .  NosakaOs speech 
ended on a s i m i l a r l y  hopeful  n o t e  as he  t o l d  t h e  congress ,  
" I  t h i n k  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  come much earlief? 
t h a n  first expected." 

wh ich  by d i n t  of r e p e t i t i o n  w a s  recognized as endorsement 
of t h e  "correct course" be ing  pursued by t h e  p a r t y  l eade r -  
s h i p .  The cadres were urged t o  "develop t h e  peop le ' s  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  the  c o n t r o l  by American imperialism. and 
Japanese monopoly c a p i t a l ;  t o  r a l l y  a l l  t h e  people  w i t h  
t h e  a ih  of independence, democracy, peace,  n e ~ a t r a l i t y ,  and 
the ' : p ro t ec t ion  and e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  peop le ' s  l i v i n g  s tand-  
ards;  and t o  develop t h e  concen t r a t ed  effor ts  of t h e  people  
i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  democratic u n i t e d  f r o n t  . It 

It  w a s  p l e a s a n t ,  however, ta. have t o  c u r b  excess  

. ,  

The p o l i t i c a l  r e p o r t  closed w i t h  a c l a r i o n  c a l l ,  

One b i t  of r o u t i n e  bus iness  w a s  qu ick ly  d isposed  of 
The congress  adopted unanimously t h e  D r a f t  P la t form,  i n  al- 
m o s t  tbe i d e n t i c a l  form which had f a i l e d  of endorsement in 
1958. + I n  t h e  area of p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  en la rged .  The c e n t r a l  committee 
confirmed a t  t h e  prev ious  congress  had campkised 31 members 
and s i x  a l t e r n a t e  members. The i n c r e a s e  i n  membership 
between 1958 and 1961, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c i rcumstances  sur- 
rounding Hasuga's d e f e c t i o n ,  prompted t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee t o  60,  and t o  p rov ide  f o r  
35 a l t e r n a t e  members. Among t h o s e  rewarded by s e l e c t i o n  
as c e n t r a l  committee- members or a l t e r n a t e s  were cadres who 
had d i s t i n g u i s h e d  themselves  i n  t h e  . a n t  i - t r e a t y  campaign; 
members who had t i l t e d  wi th  t h e  Kasugis t s  0n matters of 

> -  
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s t r a t e g y ;  successful d o o r b e l l - r i n g e r s  i n  t h e  membership 
d r i v e ;  and p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t e r s  of Miyamoto and Nosaka. 
Two women were named t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee for  the  
first t i m e .  

There is some evidence  t h a t  t h e  Eighth Congress 
brought about an i n f l u x  of China-trained c a d r e s - o n  t h e  
secondary l e v e l .  According t o  I) ap- 
pointments  t o  103 key Headquarters p o s i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
newly-est ab ished Guidance Div is ion ,  tended t o  f a v o r  
r e c e n t l y - r e t u r n e d  t r a i n e e s  who had been s e n t  t o  Pe ip ing  
by t h e  l a t e  S e c r e t a r y  General  Tokuda. 
JCP's s t a g n a t i o n  a t  t h e  top,  however, was t h e  fact t h a t  
t h e  pres id ium w a s  unchanged a t  the Eighth Congress,  
O l d  Guard remained in c o n t r o l .  

A commentary on t h e  

The 
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I V .  THE J C P  AND TRE SINO-SOVIET DISPUTE 
i 

A. A New Jo l t  From Moscow 

The p a r t y ' s  hopes of ach iev ing  its membership goal 
r ece ived  ,a ' j o l t  +.fol lowing t h e  Eighth  Congress,  when t h e  
JCP was once aga in  the  v i c t i m  of a S o v i e t  p o l i c y  reversal .  
No coun t ry  fn sthe worl-d was m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  t h a n  Japan on 

r aged- ' by ' t he  'Soviet  announcement on 30 A u g u s t  1961 t h a t  it 
of nuc lea r  t e s t i n g ,  and popular  op in ion  w a s  o u t - '  

n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g .  

The Sov ie t  announcement was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h u m i l  i a t -  
i n g  t o  Sanzo Nosaka. Only two weeks ear l ier ,  a t  t h e  World 
Conference Against  A t o m i c  and Hydrogen Bombs, Nosaka had 
warmly endorsed a r e s o l u t i o n  which s ta ted t h a t  "any coun t ry  
t h a t  is t h e  f i r s t  t o  resume nuc lea r  t e s t i n g  is, r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e  reason ,  t h e  enemy of peace." When t h e  USSR resumed 
t e s t i n g ,  Nosaka w a s  ob l iged  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  . r e s o l u t i o n  
as an " i n c o r r e c t  express ion"  which had been " inaciver tent ly  
made. It 

F i r s t l y ,  t h e  Reso lu t ion  was i s s u e d  from 
a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  dev ia t ed  from t h e  class 
s t andpo in t .  The S o v i e t  Union is a Social- 
ist coun t ry  t h a t  has i n  its social  system 
no t  a s i n g l e  element t h a t  w i l l  cause w a r . . . .  
Therefore ,  I t h i n k  you w i l l  understand how 
great a mis take  it is t o  r e g a r d  t h e  S o v i e t  
nuc lea r  tests i n  t h e  same l i g h t  as t h e  nu- 
clear tests conducted by aggres s ive  imperi-  
alism and t o  conclude i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  t h a t  
t h e  Sov ie t  Union is the enemy of peace.  
Secondly, i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  
Resolu t ion ,  s u f f i c i e n t  s t u d y  w a s  n o t  made 
of t h e  c u r r e n t  serious i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a -  
t i o n  i n  which the suspens ion  of n u c l e a r  test- 
i n g  cannot  be m a t e r i a l i z e d  u n l e s s  it is t aken  
up as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of g e n e r a l  disarmament. 

I 
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The Sov ie t  a c t i o n  had s t r o n g  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  w i t h i n  
- Gensuikyo, t h e  Japan c o u n c i l  for  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  of A t o m i c  
and Hydrogen Bombs. Although Gensuikyo w a s  h e a v i l y  i n f  il- 
t r a t ed  by Communists, its pac iz i sm was a genuine r e f l e c t i o n  
of t h e  ou t look  of many Japanese,  and t h e  d i r e c t o r s  were n o t  
impressed w i t h  Nosaka's logic. The J C P ' s  i n f l u e n c e  ' w i t h i n  
t h e  Counci l  was b a r e l y  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  head o f f  a r e s o l u t i o n  
condemning t h e  USSR. The Sov ie t  a c t i o n  damaged t h e  p a r t y  
throughout  Japan,  however, and p l aced  it s e v e r e l y  on t h e  
d e f e n s i v e  w i t h i n  Gensuikyo. 

a r e c e n t  da te  a t  which t h e  J C P  still reacted wi th  Pavlovian  
subse rv ience  t o  a S o v i e t  p o l i c y  swi tch .  To t h i s  da te  t h e  
J C P  has  never d i s p u t e d  the  c o r r e c t n e s s  of S o v i e t  world 
l e a d e r s h i p  except  i n  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  when Pe ip ing  l e d  t h e  
way. 

The t e s t i n g  debacle is. of i n t e r e s t ,  i n  t h a t  it sets 

B. The JCP and Albania 

One i n s t a n c e  of JCP r e c a l c i t r a n c e  w a s  a t  t h e  22nd 
CPSU Congress i n  October 1961. The J C P  d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  
everywhere a model of deportment;  i n  t h e  one speech by a 
J C P  d e l e g a t e ,  Nosaka w a s  e f f u s i v e  i n  h i s  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  
CPSU. The paeans,  however, were l l m i t e d  t o  p r a i s e  of the  
CPSU's l e a d e r s h i p  of the  S o v i e t  people;  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
movement was "led by the i n v i n c i b l e  t e a c h i n g s  of l a rx ism-  
Leninism." H i s  speech inc luded  a c a u t i o u s  appea l  fo r  
u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  Communist movement: 

Dear comrades, we l i v e  i n  a t i m e  which 
opens b e f o r e  u s  t h e  m o s t  s h i n i n g  p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Y e t  t h e  road t o  our  common 
v i c t o r y  w i l l  be open on ly  on t h e  basis of 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  of t h e  forces of t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  camp, t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  move- 
ment, t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  workers class, and 
a l l  p rog res s ive  f o r c e s ,  and also as a r e s u l t  
of t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  
headed by h e r  i c a n  imper i a l  ism. 
The i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  cohes ion  of t h e  Communists 

(Appl awe) 
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who s t a n d  i n  t h e  f r o n t  r anks  of t h e  s t rugg le  
of a l l  n a t i o n s ,  is t h e  main gua ran tee  fo r  
t h i s  v i c t o r y .  (Applause) * 
As for Albania,  t h e  J C P  cont inued  t o  be n e u t r a l  i n  

a manner which-demonstrated sympathy for Peiping's view, 
Whereas 'Soviet  o rgans  had been a t t a c k i n g  Albania  fo r  much 
of 1961, t h e  Japanese d e l e g a t i o n  a t  Moscow d i d  n o t  j o i n  
those par t ies  i n  echoing  Sov ie t  s t r ic tures .  T h i s  w a s  no 
a c c i d e n t ,  for as r e c e n t l y  as September the  JCP  had s e n t  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on t h e  occas ion  of an Albanian p a r t y  con- 
gress. A t  Moscow, Nosaka's message was muted b u t  cleaS; 
t h e  JCP 'was  n o t  p i c k i n g  a f i g h t  w i t h  anyone, bu t  it regarded 
Albania  as a member of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist move- 
ment and would n o t  j o i n  t h e  CPSU i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Albanians.  

In December, t h e  p a r t y  s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  basis  of its 
a t t i t u d e  towards Albania  i n  an a r t ic le  i n  R e d  Flag. The 
r e s u l t  was a re i te ra t ion  of t h e  Moscow S t a G e C  

A l l  the Marxis t -Lenin is t  p a r t i e s  are 
- independent and equal  Each p a r t y  decides 

I its own p o l i c y  accord ing  t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  
' s i t u a t i o n  of its own coun t ry  on t h e  basis 
of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of Marxism-Leninism.. . 

' If there should  arise a problem for  any 

f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s ,  its leadership should  
b r i n g  the  matter to t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
l 'eadership of t h e  other.  And i f  necessa ry ,  
it should hold a conference  t o  d i s c u s s  it. 

. ' p a r t y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of its 

A second ed i to r i a l  on 29 December a l luded  t o  t h e  
Albanian problem, once aga in  without  mentioning names, 
and once aga in  wi thout  going beyond t h e  Moscow Sta'ement. 

In connect ion  w i t h  t h e  ways of set t l -  
i n g  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  p o s s i b l y  a r i s i n g  
between f r a t e r n a l  pa r t i e s  , the  Moscow 
Statement  has 'stated as follows: 

*22n-oceedings9 FBIS V o l .  11, No. 21 

- 54 - 
I 



I I 

"Whenever a problem arises w i t h i n  
one p a r t y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t y  
of a f r a t e r n a l  p a r t y ,  t h e  guidance  d i v i -  
s i o n  of t h a t  p a r t y  w i l l  approach t h e  
guidance d i v i s d n  of t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  w i t h  
a p roposa l .  If necessa ry ,  they w i l l  hold 
a conference  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  matter." 

Concerning t h e  way f o r  s e t t l i n g  com- 
mon problems of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  scale, 
t h e  Moscow Statement  has  also s ta ted as 
fo l lows  : 

" A l l  Communist, and Labor p a r t i e s  
will hold a conference ,  whenever t h e  
need arises,  t o  t a l k  o v e r  u rgen t  prob- 
lems, exchange expe r i ences ,  s t a t e  the  
r e s p e c t i v e  op in ions  and s t a n d p o i n t s ,  
u n i f y  views through c o n s u l t  a t  ions ,  and 
r e a c h  an agreement on a u n i t e d  a c t i o n  
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  aimed a t  a common 
t a r g e t  - "  
The s l a n t  of ar t ic les  i n  JCP p u b l i c a t i o n s  d i d  no t  

go unnoticed,  and was not  viewed f a v o r a b l y  by a11 cadres. 
As e a r l y  as November 1961, a group of Red F lag  r e p o r t e r s  
complained to t h e  Edi tor ia l  Committee thatwhereas t h e  
paper  was s t e r n  on t h e  subject of r ev i s ion i sm,  it was 
" s o f t "  on dogmatism; moreover, t h a t  undue de fe rence  w a s  
shown t o  NCNA material as opposed t o  t h a t  of TASS, and in-  
s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  pa id  t o  t h e  views of R e d  F l a g  s t a f f  
members. The r e p o r t e r s  i n  q u e s t i o n  r e c e i v = n o t i s f a c -  
t i o n ,  and c e r t a i n  of t h o s e  regarded as an t i -Pe ip ing  were 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from Tokyo t o  d i s t r ic t  o f f i c e s .  
obse rve r s  detected an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  amount of TASS mater- 
i a l  reproduced in Red F lag ,  its p o l i c y  of r e f u s i n g  t o  p r i n t  
cri t icism of C h i n a - h E r e p r o d u c i n g  on a s e l e c t i v e  basis 
P e i p i n g ' s  criticism of t h e  USSR, went unchanged. 

Although some 
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C. N e u t r a l  for Pe ip ing  

The first t e n t a t i v e  move toward open s u p p o r t  f o r  
Pe ip ing  came e a r l y  i n  1962, i n  t h e  N e w  Yearss i s s u e  of t he  
p a r t y  bi-monthly, World Pol i t i ca l  Data (Sekai Seiji Shi ryo ) ,  
I n  t h e  January  iss-evoted l a r g w t o  t h e  Albanian prob- 
lem-Athe magazine inc luded  two v i t u p e r a t i v e  p i e c e s ,  o r i g i n a t -  
i n g  wi th  t h i r d  p a r t i e s ,  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n ,  one 
of which w a s  Hoxha's speech of 7 November 1961. Only t h e  
JCP followed P e i p t n g ' s  example i n  p u b l i s h i n g  JIOxha's a t t a c k ,  
which in t h e  Japanese  organ fol lowed t h r e e  a r t ic les  which 
p resen ted  t h e  S o v i e t  s i d e  of t h e  d i s p u t e .  The Japanese  
may have thought  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a balanced one,  l i t t l e  
r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were once aga in  i n  s e m i - i s o l a t i o n .  A l -  
though t h e  i n c i d e n t  p rov ides  an i n s i g h t  as t o  where t h e  
JCP's sympathies  l a y ,  t h e  p a r t y  was n o t  y e t  prepared t o  
close ranks  behind Pe ip ing ,  or even t o  acknowledge t h e  
Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  as such .  The May i s s u e  of Vanguard 
denied  a charge by S h o j i r o  Kasuga t h a t  t h e  JCP w a s  a member 
of t h e  Pe ip ing  camp. Apart from t h i s  d e n i a l ,  however, 
t h e  p a r t y  chose n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  subject .  

In  June 1962, t h e  JCP sought  t o  r e g a i n  some of t h e  
ground which it lost  when t h e  USSR resumed nuc lea r  t e s t i n g .  
Nosaka made a show of forwarding  t o  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e s  
of t h e  U.S., t h e  USSR, B r i t a i n  and France a message urg ing  
a h a l t  t o  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g .  Khrushchev r e p l i e d ,  w r i t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  USSR w a s  p repared  t o  conclude a test ban t r e a t y  
"without w a i t i n g  f o r  an agreement on g e n e r a l  and complete 
disarmament. The JCP made much of Khrushchev 's l e t te r ,  
c i t i n g  it as ev idence  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union's s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  
peace.  

Although t h e  JCP came t o  g r i p s  wi th  t h e  Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e  on ly  g i n g e r l y ,  t h e  summer of 1962 brought s e v e r a l  
ar t ic les  i n  p a r t y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  which underscored '  t h e  J C P ' s  
sympathy f o r  t h e  Pe ip ing  l i n e .  Articles f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  
USSR a l s o  appeared, but  when t h e  subject  matter treated 
involved q u e s t i o n s  of ideology they  i n v a r i a b l y  r e f l e c t e d  
t h e  Chinese viewpoint .  In  June and J u l y ,  bo th  -- Red F l a g  and 
Vanguard "reviewed" t h e  f o u r t h  volume of MaoOs works. Van- 
guard saw f i t  n o t  o n l y  t o  endorse  t h e  "paper tiger" metaph-or 
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which was so o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  b u t  emphasized t h e  
r e l evance  of Mao's t e a c h i n g s  t o  t h e  JCP:  

Once upon a t i m e ,  comrade L i u  Shao-chi 
s a i d ,  " H i s t o r i c a l l y  it has  been proven t h a t  
r e v o l u t i o n  always succeeded and progressed 
whenever it w a s  guided by comrade Mao Tse- 
tung  and h i s  ideas. However, whenever it 
depar ted  from Mao and h i s  ideas,  r e v o l u t i o n  
always fa i led .  'l 

. Afte r  applauding L i u ' s  a n a l y s i s  as I1complete and 
accurate, l1 t he  rev iewer  asked r h e t o r i c a l l y ,  what could 
t h e  J C P  l e a r n  from Mae's w r i t i n g s ?  

There are many t h i n g s  which w e  can 
l e a r n  from t h i s  book. * . .  The first is, 
we m u s t  understand t h e  t r u e  character 
of imperi813sm and t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  group. 
The second is, t h e  basic methods on how 
t o  f i g h t  and win a g a i n s t  imper ia l i sm and 
t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  group. . . .  The t h i r d  is, 
on Mao's t h e o r y  on how t o  i s o 9 a t e  imperi-  
alism and t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  group, e s t a b l i s h  
a u n i t e d  f r o n t  by assembling a l l  a v a i l a b l e  
s t r e n g t h  to a i d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

With t h e  o u s t i n g  of Kasuga, t h e r e  was no s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  f a c t i b n  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP which advocated t h e  p rosc r ibed  
s t r a t e g y  of a s i n g l e - s t a g e  r e v o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  J a p a n ' s  con- 
s e r v a t i v e  government. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, there was room 
for  disagreement  concerning t h e  implementatikm of a t w o -  
s t a g e  r e v o l u t i o n .  Most cadres were agreed OE t h e  import- 
ance of e n l i s t i n g  S o c i a l i s t  suppor t ,  b u t  what i f  t h e  Soc ia l -  
ists cont inued t o  spurn  an a l l i a n c e ?  Much l i p  s e r v i c e  was 
pa id  t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of a "peaceful"  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  
t o  what e x t e n t  should  v io l ence  be encouraged? 

During 1962, Miyamoto had his 54th  b i r t h d a y ,  and 
Nosaka h i s  70 th .  Of t h e  t w o ,  Nosaka was i n  better h e a l t h ;  
Miyamoto s p e n t  much of t h e  yea r  under t r ea tmen t  f o r  an un- 
d i s c l o s e d  a i lment ,  and Satomi Hakamada served as Acting 
S e c r e t a r y  General .  With Nosaka spending  more of his t i m e  
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a t  p a r t y  headquar t e r s  i n  Tokyo, l e a d e r s h i p  was l a c k i n g  i n  
t h e  h u s t i n g s .  A sen io r1  lof f ic  i a l  has 
s t a t e d  h i s - b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  summer or 1 Y b Z  sa& c o n t r o l  pas s  
from t h e  v e t e r a n  Miyamoto-Nosaka l e a d e r s h i p  t o  younger 
China-oriented c a d r e s  i n  p a r t y  headquar t e r s ,  s o m e  of whom 
were among t h e  group which had r e t u r n e d  from China  i n  1958 
aboard t h e  Hakusan - Maru. 

In  t h e  f a l l  of 1962, p a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e  was s t r a i n e d  
by e f f o r t s  of t h i s  "China P o l i c y  Group" t o  l i n e  up t h e  JCP 
behind Pe ip ing  i n  a more p o s i t i v e  manner.* Avai lab le  ref 
p o r t s  sugges t s  t h a t ,  when h e a l t h y ,  Miyamoto sought  t o  keep 
a l i d  on t h e  pro-Peiping f a c t i o n .  Hakamada, however, had 
d r i f t e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  towards a pro-Peiping l i n e .  Evidence 
is l a c k i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l i n k  between Miyamoto's absences 
and i n s t a n c e s  when JCP p u b l i c a t  i o n s  evidenced a pro-Pe i p i n g  
b i a s ,  b u t  the  S e c r e t a r y  Genera l ' s  h e a l t h  may have been a 
f a c t o r .  

L e s s  obv&ous than  the  c leavage  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  , b u t  s t i l l  an a c e r b a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  was a d i v i s i o n  between t h o s e  who favored  
peace fu l  t ac t ics  and t h o s e  who f e l t  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  was in- 
e v i t a b l e ,  i f  no t  a c t u a l l y  desirable. In 1962-63 t h i s  
d i v i s i o n  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  concern ing  what t o  
do about t h e  JCP's c o v e r t  appa ra tus .  Reportedly,  both the 
Miyamoto-Nosaka moderates and t h e  more a c t i v i s t  "China 
P o l i c y  Group" favored  a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of t h e  c o v e r t  wing, 
bu t  from d i f f e r i n g  p o i n t s  of view. 
t o  f e a r  t h a t ,  as t h e  p a r t y  inc reased  its membership, t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e p r e s s i v e  p o l i c e  measu res  would  increase, 
and t h e  p a r t y  m u s t  be p repa red  once aga in  t o  "go under- 
ground." JCP a c t i v i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, viewed a s t r e n g -  
then ing  of t h e  c o v e r t  a p p a r a t u s  as a p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  revo- 
1 ut i ona ry  act i v  i t y . 

The moderates were s a i d  

*Al.th ough r e p o r t s  have o c c a s i o n a l l y  l i s t ed  
Nosaka as heaa or tne  ..G i n a  Policy Group, 
e r s h f p  lies elsewhere.  
men a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  it a r e  Hakamada, Sho ich i  Kasuga, Y o j i r o  
Konno and Hayashi Inoue. . 

t h e  real lead- 
Among i n f l u e n t i a l  C e n t r a l  Committee- 
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This  "secondary" d i s p u t e  concerning tact ics  is i n t e r -  
e s t i n g ,  in t h a t  it is a r e c u r r i n g  phenomenon i n  t h e  p o s t d a r  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  p a r t y .  Today, it c u t s  across t h e  l i n e s  of 
t h e  Sino-Soviet  f a c t i o n a l i s m .  Sanao Nosaka, t h e  d i s c i p l e  
of Mao, con t inues  t o  be t h e  spokesman f o r  t h e  moderate wing, 
Yoshio Shiga,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a l though  g e n e r a l l y  associ- 
ated wi th  t h e  Sov ie t  "coexis tence"  l i n e  on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
matters is a m i l i t a n t  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP whose acceptance  of 
t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  associated wi th  a two-stage r e v o l u t i o n  ap- 
pears ha l f -hea r t ed  a t  best. 

h i s  s t a t u s  as a p a r t y  elder, t h e  d i s p u t e  o v e r  tact ics  
swirled about Niyamoto. Cadres of t h e  "China P o l i c y  Group" 
p r i v a t e l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  General  as a " p e t i t  
bourgeois  o p p o r t u n i s t  , 
a c t i v i t y .  I n  suppor t  of such  charges  Miyamoto's detractors 
charged h i m  w i th  having  sought  to minimize v i o l e n c e  du r ing  
t h e  a n t i - t r e a t y  demonst ra t ions ,  and w i t h  o v e r s e n s i t i v i t y  
t o  p u b l i c  c r i h i c i s r n  of t h e  party. 

Although Nosaka appeaa's to have been p r o t e c t e d  by 

incapab le  of rea l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

Meanwhile, t r e n d s  i n  p a r t y  p u b l i c a t  i o n s  confirmed 
tha t  J C P  ' l n e u t r a l i t y l l  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  w a s  more 
apparent  than  rea l .  In  mid-1962, p a r t y  organs  quoted ar t i -  
cles from Sovie t  as w e l l  as f r o m  Chinese and Albanian pub- 
l i c a t i o n s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Cuban cr is is ,  however, the  
JCP suppor ted  China t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of echoing  P e i p i n g ' s  
l i n e  concern ing  the dangers i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  U.S. 
An e d i t o r i a l  i n  R e d  F l a g  resembled Mainland p u b l i c a t i o n s  
i n  cha rg ing  w i t h z s -  t o  Cuba t h a t  "the i m p e r i a l i s t s '  
promise t o  main ta in  peace is wor th less . "  

I n  t h e  1 4  November 1962 issue of Red F lag ,  a m e m b e r  
of t h e  Edi tor ia l  Committee, S e i i c h i  I s h i d a ,  recounted  a 
h i s t o r y  of t h e  United S t a t e s '  " c r u e l  aggress ion"  a g a i n s t  
Cuba.  The au tho r  conitended t h a t  whi le  t h e  U.S. had suc- 
ceeded i n  overthrowing t h e  Guatamalan government i n  1954, 
t h e  new s t r e n g t h  of t h e  soc ia l i s t  camp made such a coup 
imposs ib le  i n  Cuba. I s h i d a ,  however, had no p r a i s e  and 
some criticism f o r  S o v i e t  behavior  i n  t h e  Cuban crisis. 
A f t e r  n o t i n g  t h a t  it was " c l e a r l y  an invas ion  of sove re ign  
r ights"  for t h e  U.S. t o  demand i n s p e c t i o n  r i g h t s  a t  Cuban 
bases, t h e  a r t ic le  charged t h e  USSR w i t h  "condoning" t h e  
i n s t i g a t i o n  of w a r  by t h e  U , S ,  
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Despi te  e f f o r t s  by t h e  JCP l e a d e r s h i p  t o  ignore  t h e  
Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  p e r  se, it caused ser ious convuls ions  
w i t h i n  t h e  Japanese party. Attempts by J C P  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
t o  appear n e u t r a l  l o s t  out t o  an i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  
r e f l e c t  " c o r r e c t  Marxism-Leninism. On 13 December 1962, 
Red Flag took formal  notice of t h e  dispute for t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e t i n t i n g  bo th  Khrushchev's f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  speech t o  
t h e  Supreme Sov ie t  and a Peop le ' s  Dai ly  ed i to r i a l  a t t a c k i n g  
it. When i n  January  Vanguard had p r i n t e d  Hoxha'S a t t a c k  
on Khrushchev, it could still be argued t h a t  t h e  issue had 
included a f a i r  p r o p o r t i o n  of m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Sov ie t  
s i d e  of t h e  d i s p u t e .  I n  December, however, Red F l a g  p r i n t e d  
on ly  t h e  g i s t  of Khrushchev's speech--delet ing h i s  cr i t ic ism 
of China--while it r a n  P e i p i n g ' s  r e b u t t a l  i n  i ts e n t i r e t y .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  when t h e  November e d i t i o n  of , t h e  World Marxist 
Review appeared w i t h  an a r t i c l e  c r i t i ca l  of C6ina, t h e  JCP 
m t  p u b l i s h  a Japanese e d i t i o n  b u t  belatedly i s sued  a 
"November-December" e d i t i o n  which omi t ted  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  
ar t ic le  . 

- - 

Gradual ly ,  t h e  p r o t e c t  ion a f fo rded  Pe ip ing  from c r i t -  
i c i s m  i n  JCP  organs  was extended t o  material publ i shed  under 
Sov ie t  auspices .  I n  January 1963, an a t tempt  by t h e  Sov ie t  
embassy t o  d i s t r i b u t e  an i s s u e  of Sov ie t  Union Today which 
conta ined  material  c r i t i c a l  of China was m r m b y  local 
JCP o f f i c i a l s  . Although t h e  obs t ruc t ion i sm may no t  have 
been ordered  by p a r t y  headquar t e r s ,  most r e g i o n a l  groups 
appear  t o  have e i t h e r  destroyed or hidden c o p i e s  of t h e  
j o u r n a l  s e n t  t o  them for  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

The w i n t e r  of 1962-63 r ep resen ted  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  
e f f o r t  to date by t h e  JCP t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  con ten t  of Makxfst 
l i terature  in Japan. Not c o n t e n t  wi th  censo r ing  Khrushchev*s 
speech ,  Red F l a g  openly cr i t ic ized its " u n i l a t e r a l  condemna- 
t i o n  of E t x f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  Although t h e  JCP j u s t i -  
f i e d  its actions on t h e  grounds of f r a t e r n a l  p r o p r i e t y ,  its 
a c t i o n s  were viewed i n  Pe ip ing  w i t h  p o s i t i v e  enthusiasm; 
Peop le ' s  Dai ly  observed h e l p f u l l y  t h a t  other p a r t i e s  might 
f i n d  it u r n  t o  emulate  t h e  Japanese  i n  p u t t i n g  o u t  t h e i r  
own v e r s i o n s  of t h e  World Marxis t  R e v i e w ,  

In December 1962, C e n t r a l  Committee member Hakamada, 
s t a n d i n g  i n  f o r  Miyamoto, made a t r i p  t o  E a s t e r n  Europe, 
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Moscow and Pe ip ing .  The o s t e n s i b l e  purpose of t h e  t r i p  
was to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  J C P  a t  t h e  Bu lga r i an  and Hungarian 
p a r t y  congresses  ; it appears  l i k e l y  t h a t  Hakamada--who 
may now be t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  member of t h e  Presidium-- 
was t a k i n g  soundings on sen t imen t  w i t h i n  s a t e l l i t e  p a r t i e s  
iin p r e p n r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  J C P ' s  for thcoming plenary s e s s i o n .  
H i s  t r i p  affor'ded l i t t l e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to Moscow. A Sov ie t  
p r e s s  o f f i c e r  i n  Tokyo was quoted as sqy ing  t h a t  Hakamada 
had s i d e d  wi th  t he  S o v i e t s  wh i l e  i n  Moscow, and w i t h  t h e  
Chinese whi le  i h  Pe ip ing .  As for  Red F lag ,  it covered 
Hakamada's t r i p  e x t e n s i v e l y  whi le  hewas  i n  Pe ip ing ,  bu t  
ignored him whi le  he w a s  i n  Moscow. 

The s t r i k i n g  a spec t  of t h e  l a t e  1962-63 p e r i o d  was 
the  effort by t h e  J C P  t o  main ta in  a p o s t u r e - o f  n e u t r a l i t y  
i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  even as its eve ry  a c t i o n  be t rayed  
a pro-Peiping bias.  On eve ry  i s s u e  concern ing  which t h e  
p a r t y  took  a stand--be it Albania,  Cuba, I n d i a ,  or t h e  
conduct of f r a t e r n a l  dialogue--the Japanese took  China 's  
s i d e .  Y e t  R e d  F l a g  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  i n  January 1963 t h a t  a l l  
p a r t y  membersshould t a k e  "an ex t remely  discreet a t t i t u d e "  
towards t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and "by a l l  means r e f r a i n  
from g i v i n g  h a s t y  op in ions . "  

By e a r l y  1963, no more t h a n  e i g h t  members of t h e  
JCP's 60-man C e n t r a l  Committee appeared t o  suppor t  t h e  
Sovie't ra ther  t h a n  t h e  Chinese p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e .  
The group inc luded  t h e  th i rd - r ank ing  member of t h e  P r e s i -  
d ium,  Yoshio Shiga,  and w a s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  wi thout  i n f luence .  
What i n f l u e n c e  it had, however, appeared comparable t o  that 
of t h e  H o u s e  of Lords: it could d e l a y  e v e n t s ,  b u t  could 
n o t  c o n t r o l  them. I n  a p a r t y  f o r  which c a u t i o n  w a s  a by- 
word,  t h e  pro-Soviet  group se rved  as a brake on policy--one 
more group whose views had t o  be g iven  a h e a r i n g  before t h e  
p a r t y  committed i t s e l f  t o  a course of a c t i o n .  

D. The F i f t h  Plenum 

A h igh  s p o t  of t h e  JCP's F i f t h  Plenum i n  February 
1963 was t o  be Hakamada's r e p o r t  on his t r i p .  His comments, 

L 
i n t e r e s t i n g  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  JCP i t s e l f .  

- _ -  - 1 2 - r ~ i t . 4  ne are an - ? 
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Hakamada p ro fes sed  amazement a t  f i n d i n g  i n  E a s t e r n  
European p a r t i e s ,  * c e n t r a l  committee members who "had not  
even read"  t h e  Moscow D e c l a r a t i o n  and who, wh i l e  w e l l  ve r sed  
in t h e  problems of their  own c o u n t r i e s ,  knew l i t t l e  about 
t h o s e  of o t h e r  n a t i o n s .  Having t h u s  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  JCP 
as one which did its homework, Hakamada t u r n e d ' t h e  meeting 
back t o  its cha i rman--unident i f ied ,  bu t  p robab ly  Nosaka-- 
who answered q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  floor. 

The JCP cannot  r e g a r d  t h e  Yqgaslav p a r t y  as f r a t e r -  
n a l ,  Nosaka exp la ined ,  because the YCP was branded as re- 
v i s i o n i s t  by t h e  Moscow Dec la ra t ion .  Yugoslavia  is n o t  
social is t ,  because it l a c k s  a d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  p r o l e t a r -  
i a t  and because l e a d e r s h i p  is no t  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  YCP. 
Albania ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, is i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized  

. as s o c i a l i s t ,  and is t h e r e f o r e  -accepted  by t h e  JCP as a 
f r a t e r n a l  p a r t y .  With t h e s e  remarks,  Nosaka p l aced  t h e  
JCP f i r m l y  a longs ide  the  CCP on a key issue. 

The chairman went on. The r e c e n t  omission of a r t i -  
cles from t h e  Japanese e d i t i o n  of World Marxis t  Review w a s  
no t  a matter f o r  concern;  t h e  part- under n o m a t i o n  
t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  f u l l  text of t h e  j o u r n a l  and could select 
those art icles which it wished t o  reproduce.  

The t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t  of t h e  F i f t h  Plenum w a s  an 8,000- 
word r e s o l u t i o n ,  designed t o  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  p o s f t i o n  
i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  The c o n t e n t  is unremarkable,  
i n  t h a t  it r e p r e s e n t s  no change of a t t i t u d e  on t h e  p a r t  of 
t h e  JCP. There, is, however, an a i r  of a u t h o r i t y  t o  the  
r e s o l u t i o n  u s u a l l y  l a c k i n g  in JCP pronouncements. It ap- 
peared  designed t o  p r o j e c t  an image of " p o s i t i v e "  n e u t r a l i t y  
as opposed t o  one of v a c i l l a t i o n  between Moscow and Pe ip ing .  

Af t e r  an opening s e c t i o n  which deplored  t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
defended t h e  JCP's a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e :  

t i m  to Czechoslovakia ,  B u l g a r i a ,  
and Hungary. _. -. I 
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In  order t o  s l a n d e r  ou r  p a r t y  by 
t a k i n g  advantage of t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist 
movement, the U.S. and Japanese  reac-  
t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  and t h e i r  agen t s  have 
s tar ted g round les s  rumors t h a t  o u r  p a r t y  
is adopt ing  an  ambiguous a t t i t u d e  toward 
t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  t h a t  ou r  p a r t y  is hewing 
t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of a c e r t a i n  f r a t e r n a l  
p a r t y ,  o r  t h a t  there is f a c t i o n a l  s t r i fe  ... 
among our p a r t y  leaders. 

O u r  p a r t y  has n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  any d i s p u t e s  in which one pa r ty  
openly cr i t ic ized and denounced t h e  
o t h e r  i n  t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist 

./movement7 - and has  adopted a d e f i n i t e  
a t t  itude-toward s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  u n i t y  
of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist p a r t y .  
This means t h a t  ou r  p a r t y  has f a i t h -  
f u l l y  fo l lowed t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of' t he  
Moscow S ta t emen t . . . .  

The first c o n d i t i o n  for a r e s o l u t i o n  of the  q u a r r e l ,  
accord ing  t o  t h e  J C P ,  w a s  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s  t o  adhere punctu- 
a l l y  t o  the Moscow Statement and t h e  Moscow Dec la ra t ion .  
A second p r e c o n d i t i o n  was f o r  a l l  t h e  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  
t o  demonstrate  p a t i e n c e  and moderation. F i n a l l y ,  a l l  
par t ies  m u s t  c l o s e  r anks -beh ind  those of t h e  USSR and China. 
Thus t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  lauded both t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP, con- 
c l u d i n g  t h a t .  " I t  is obvious t h a t  t r u e  u n i t y  of t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Communist movement and t h e  people of the  world is 
n o t  p o s s i b l e  i f  the  governments and people  of either of t h 8  
two g r e a t  c o u n t r i e s . .  .or t h e i r  great Communist p a r t i e s  are 
excluded. '' 

Only once d i d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  reflect t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
bias which had prompted the  JCP t o  suppor t  Pe ip ing  on most 
Gpec i f i c  issues. A f t e r  c i t i n g  t h e  dangers  which beset t h e  
JCP on the  l o c a l  Japanese s c e n e ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  concluded 
f l a t l y  t h a t  " t h e  main danger t o  t h e  Communist movement i n  
Japan is rev is ionism."  Nowhere is there a more i n t e r e s t i n g  
i n s t a n c e  of t h e  JCP's penchant f o r  a p r i o r i  reasoning:  be- 
cause there is a r e v i s i o n i s t  threat i n  Japan,  there may also 
be a r e v i s i o n i s t  threat i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movement. 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  conclu'ded on an a f f i r m a t i v e  no te .  
S t r e s s i n g  once more t he  importance of u n i t y  w i t h i n  t he  
Communist movement, t h e  JCP seized t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  w i t h  
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  bo ldness  : 

As a first s t e p  t o  t h i s  end,  we pro- 
pose t h a t  open d isc 'uss ion  a t  the  p a r t y  . . 
congress  of a s p e c i f i c  p a r t y ,  or i n  
p a r t y  organs . .  .be s topped,  And t h a t  a l l  
par t ies  m u s t  i n  harmony make p o s i t i v e  
e f f o r t s  t o  hold  t a l k s  o r  an i n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  conference  t o  se t t le  d i f f e r e n c e s  
of op in ion .  S top  s u c h  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
a c t i v i t i e s  as making a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
o t h e r  f r a t e rna l  parties,  . while c a l l i n g .  
for  the  suspens ion  of t h e  i n t e r p a r t y  d i s -  
putes! .  . . If t h e  p a r t y  of a c e r t a i n  
coun t ry  v i o l a t e s  fihe Moscow Statement7,  
a l l  o t h e r  parties-ought t o  coopera te  and 
make e f f e c t i v e  efforts to stop it. 

The JCP:'s ven tu re  i n t o  " p o s i t i v e  neu t r a l i sm"  appears 
t o  have been f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  By f a i l i n g  t o  name names, 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  al lowed t h e  J C P  t o  main ta in  its p o s t u r e  of 
nonalignment.  Both Pravda and Peop le ' s  Dai ly  quoted from 
it, w i t h  i m p l i c i t  a p m .  

Plenum. A t  a subsequent  meeting of the  Tokyo Metropol i tan  
Committee, t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  lauded as "unique, " a p p a r e n t l y  
i n  its e f f o r t  to b r i n g  about  a s o l u t i o n  of t he  d i s p u t e .  
As f o r  specif ic  problems f a c i n g  the  Communist. world,  t h e  
c a d r e s  were t o l d  tha t  the p a r t y  would con t inue  t o  suppor t  
China i n  its border  d i s p u t e  w i t h  I n d i a ,  no t  because t h e  
J C P  was "pro-Chinese" bu t  because I n d i a  w a s  ' I a  l i n k  i n  the  
American p o l i c y  of containment. ' '  

The J C P  was unders tandably  p leased  w i t h  its F i f t h  

A t  the  same meet ing,  the Albanian p a r t y  was c r i t i c i -  
zed  as having gone "too f a r , t t  and its c i r c u l a t i o n  of a n t i -  
S o v i e t  l i t e r a tu re  was described as u n j u s t i f i e d .  The Tokyo 
group w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  JCP would suppor t  Castro's " f i v e  
demands," b u t  t h a t  there would be no d i s c u s s i o n  as t o  
whether t h e  USSR's Cuban p o l i c y  had been c o r r e c t .  
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I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  escape  *he conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  
JCP--at and subsequent  t o  t h e  F i f t h  Plenum--asserted a 
degree  of independence remarkbble f o r  a p a r t y  l o n g  sub- 
s e r v i e n t  t o  f o r e i g n  d i r e c t i o n .  According t o  a local  JCP 
o f f i c i a l ,  most of t h e  backers  of China w i t h i n  t h e  J C P  were 
veteran party members who sympathized with t h e  CCP because 
it had " f requent ly"  disobeyed S t a l i n ,  and had achieved ,  its 
r e v o l u t i o n  by fo l lowing  its own p o l i c i e s .  When such  China 
sympath izers  were r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  younger "China  P o l i c y  
Group, 
even though t h e  p a r t y  regarded i t s e l f  as p u b l i c l y  nonal igned.  

t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  p r e d i c t a b l y  a pro-Chinese o r i e n t a t i o n  

While t h e  JCP;'s d isavowals  of bias  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e  have a hol low ripg. t h e  p l e a s  f o r  bloc u n i t y  do not .  
The JCP is ext remely  knowledgable concern ing  t h e  e f f e c t s  
of f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  and i n  February a p p a r e n t l y  decided t o  at- 
tempt a role  i n  r e u n i t i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist move- 
ment. The p a r t y  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  '%eutral ," b u t  it was 
t r y i n g  t o  remain nonal igned.  
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V. NONALIGNMENT: THEORY AND PRACTICE 

A. An Ugly Duckling is Wooed 

For t h e  e a r l y  months of 1963, t h e  e n e r g i e s  of t h e  
JCP were devoted t o  some e x t e n t  t o  p repa r ing  fo r  t h e  A p r i l  
l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s .  I n  them t h e  p a r t y  achieved godest g a i n s ;  
t h e n  as always t h e  p a r t y  had a f e w  good v o t e - g e t t e r s ,  who 
were g e n e r a l l y  a t  t h e i r  best i n  e x p l o i t i n g  local g r i evances .  
and a t  t h e i r  worst  when forced t o  run  on t h e  l a tes t  p a r t y  
l i n e  i n  t h e  glare of n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s .  

When commenting on t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  
p a r t y  f e l l  back on wishfu l  t h i n k i n g  and t h e  Moscow S t a t e -  
ment. D i sun i ty  wi th in  t h e  bloc was r e g u l a r l y  blamed on 
"rev is ionis t s" - -no  names rnent ioned--a t r a i n  of thought  
which u s u a l l y  l e d  i n t o  a denunc ia t ion  of Kasuga and h i s  
home-grown r e v i s i o n i s t s .  In A p r i l ,  t h e  p a r t y  r a n  a ques- 
t ion-and-answer column i n  Red Flag :  -- 

Q: I hea r  t h a t  a n t i p a r t y  r e v i s i o n i s t s  
Yx.e., t h e  Kasugis t s7  have asserted t h a t  
Zapanese o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f i i c  .7 should ex- 
press t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  op in ions  i n  t h e  
" inhe rna t  i o n a l  Communist d i s p u t e .  What 
is t h e  t r u e  meaning of t h e i r  a s s e r t i o n ?  

A: By t h e  words " t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
opin ions"  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  mean t h a t  
Japanese o r g a n i z a t i o n s  should  make it 
clear which s i d e  t h e y  suppor t  .... The 
r e v i s i o n i s t s  demand t h a t  t h e  Japanese 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  suppor t  o n l y  one s i d e  and 
r ega rd  t h e  o t h e r  as an enemy.... Needless 
t o  s a y ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  are opposed t o  
t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist 
movement. . . . A s  is w e l l  known, however, 
t h e  problem w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r m t  i o n a l  
Communist movement is be ing  s e t t l e d  in 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of u n i t y ,  as sought  by ou r  
own p a r t y .  
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The summer of 1963 s a w  t h e  f i r s t  e f f o r t s  of t h e  p a r t y  
t o  put  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  its new t t p o s i t i v e  nonalignment."* In ' 

J u n e ,  a d e l e g a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  JCP-front Japan Peace 
Committee ( H e i w a i )  v i s i t e d  Communist China on t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  
of its m a i n l a n d o u n t e r p a r t .  On t h e  day a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  
t h e  d e l e g a t e s  were i n v i t e d  t o  a discussion at which Foreign 
Mini s t e r  Chen Y i  and other Chinese o f f i c i a l s  took t u r n s  i n  
denouncing t h e  CPSU and Khrushchev, emphasizing t h a t  t h e  
Asiatic races mus't u n i t e  i n  opposing t h e  " r e v i s i o n i s t s .  'I 
On r e t u r n i n g  t o  Japan,  the  head of t h e  Japanese d e l e g a t i o n  
commented t h a t  throughout  its s t a y  i n  China h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  
had been subjected t o  a bar rage  of an t i -Sov ie t  propaganda, 
t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of 6 t h e r  business, .  

I n  Tokyo, t h e  Peace Committee was asked by a JCP 
o f f i c i a l  no t  to make any s t a t emen t  about t h e  Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e i r  * r i p .  The muzzling of 
t h e  Peace Committee d e l e g a t i o n ,  together wi th  t h e  omission 
of any j o i n t  s t a t emen t  whi le  it w a s  a t  Pe ip ing ,  r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  o n l y  known check t o  Pe ip ing  by a JCP-dominated group 
under t h e  p o l  i c y  of "pos it i v e  nonalignment. '' 

K u r e t o  Kurahara, t o  Hanoi, r e p o r t e d l y  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  Ho 
C h i  Minh concerning means of improving r e l a t i o n s  between 
China and t h e  USSR. The J C P  w a s  s a i d  t o  r ega rd  Nor th  V i e t -  
nam's p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  as s imi l a r  t o  its 
own, i . e . ,  sympathe t ic  t o  Pe ip ing  but  no t  openly c r i t i ca l  
of t h e  USSR. Nothing is known t o  have come o u t  of t h e s e  
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  b u t  the  i n c i d e n t  is of i n t e r e s t  as an example 
of t h e  J C P ' s  a t t empt s  t o  p l a y  a more a c t i v e  sole i n  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  * 

In  July, t h e  JCP s e n t  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Presidium, 

As examples of genuine nonalignment, however, JCP 
p o l i c i e s  could no t  s t a n d  up t o  close inspec t ion .  As t h e  

*The t e r m  " p o s i t i v e  nonalignment" is no t  one used  by 
p a r t y  spokesmen. It appears  t o  be, however, a f a i r  
euphemism t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  p rofessed  p o l i c y  fol-  
lowing t h e  F i f t h  Plenum. 

, 
1 
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p a r t y  came t o  be t h e  o b j e c t  of a tug-of-war between Moscow 
and Pe ip ing ,  . the JCP?s. an t i -Sov ie t  p r o c l i v i t A e s  came;.to be 
very  g a l l i n g  t o  S o v i e t  propaganda o u t l e t s  i n  Japan. 

During J u l y ,  accord ing  to1 
Chinese achieved wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  Japan of an uni 
f i e d  CCP polemic directed a g a i n s t  t h e  USSR. The c i r c u l a t i o n  
of t h e  Chinese le t ter  among l e f t i s t  circles i n  Japan  prompted 
t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  c i rculate  a r e b u t t a l .  A s  w i t h  t h e  a r t ic le  i n  
World Marxist  Review, however, J C P  cad res  r e f u s e d  t o  d i s -  
t r i b u t e  t h e  Sov ie t  r e p l y .  As t i m e  went on, t h e  S o v i e t s  
demonstrated s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  the  seemingly close connect  ions 
between R e d  Flag and P e o p l e ' s  Dai ly .  According to 

=demanding p r i o r i t y  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of R e d  -- F l a g  ar t ic les  
which had been reproduced almost s imul t aneous ly  i n  P e o p l e ' s  
Dai ly .  

TEJSXZZdquarters i n  M m  once wired i t s w y o  

The i s s u e s  of  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  w e r e  n o t  always 
reflected i n  l o f t y  d i s c u s s i o n s  of Marxis t -Lenin is t  ideology.  
The r i s e  of t h e  pro-Peiping f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP h i e r a r c h y  

t o  d i s g u i s e  a b l a t a n t ; ;  power grab .  
involved t h e  Japan D e m 6 c r a t i c  Youth League, Minseido. 

more s u c c e s s f u l  a f f i l i a t e s  . Its success i n  r a i s i n g  member- 
s h i p  from some 3,000 i n  A p r i l  1959 t o  between 80,000 and 
90,000 f o u r  yea r s  la ter  had provided much of t h e  impetus 
f o r  t h e  JCP. 's  own membership d r i v e .  
much of t h e  credit f o r  Minseido 's  performance w a s  d u e  its 
s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l ,  Minoru Maeda. 

t h e  Shiga school .  In January ,  1963, a t  t h e  League 's  n a t i o n a l  
convent ion,  Pe ip ing-or ien ted  elements  s u p e r v i s e d  by Satomi 
Hakamada engineered Maeda's o u s t e r  on t h e  grounds of "ill- 
n e s s , "  and h i s  replacement  by tHeir own man, Yoshio Tsuchiya.  
Apparent ly  t h i s  explamat ion  w a s  unacceptab le  t o  a cons ider -  
able segment of Minseido, for Maeda s h o r t l y  became t h e  target 
f o r  a campaign 03 c h a r a c t e r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  
wi th  m i s u s e  of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  funds ,  and w i t h  c a r r y i n g  on 
w i t h  female youth.  Last b u t  no t  l ea s t ,  he was accused of 

-and r epe rcuss ions  i n  v a r i o u s  f r o n t  groups; sometimes se rved  
A c l a s s i c  case of t h i s  

By any s t a n d a r d ,  Minseido was one of t h e  p a r t y ' s  

By common consent ,  

Maeda, however, w a s  a Moscow-oriented a c t i v i s t  of 

He w a s  charged 
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meeting wi th  e lements  of S h o j i r o  Kasuga's S o c i a l i s t  Reform 
Movement. Maeda d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  c o n t e s t  h i s  own removal; 
whether t h e  new management w i l l  be a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  
Minseido's membership g a i n s  remains t o  be seen .  

The fact was, however, t h a t  f a c t o r s  of r a c e ,  geo- 
graphy and i d e o l o g i c a l  ou t look  had g iven  r ise  t o  grass- 
roots suppor t  for Pe ip ing  w i t h i n  t h e  J C P .  The m o s t  b l a t a n t  
example of t h e  p a r t y ' s  pro-Chinese b i a s  came i n  connec t ion  
wi th  t h e  anti-bomb Gensuikyo r a l l y  i n  Hiroshima l a s t  August 
a t  which, t o  t h e  astonishment  of assembled f e l l o w - t r a v e l e r s ,  
Sov ie t  and Chinese s p e a k e r s  denounced one another  from t h e  
podium. Sov ie t  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  convent ion were g iven  
v i r t u a l l y  no a s s i s t a n c e  by t h e  JCP; when t h e  S o v i e t s  asked 
l o c a l  p a r t y  committees to h e l p  d i s t r i b u t e  pamphlets brought 
from Moscow, t h e  cad res  r e f u s e d .  Only a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  
Sov ie t  material was d i s t r ibu ted ,  and t h i s  r e p o r t e d l y  through 
t h e  Socialist  Reform Movement of d i s s i d e n t  Shoj i r o  Kasuga. 
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  pamphlets brought  by t h e  Chinese d e l e g a t i o n  
were r e a d i l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  by JCP p r e f e c t u r a l  committees. 

B. The Tes t  Ban T r e a t y  

Though it is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r -  
ences  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist 
movement /may7 have a r i s e n  because of 
d i f f e r e n t  /working7 c o n d i t i o n s ,  . . . i n  
t h e  f i n a l  Z n a l y s G  t h e y  a r i s e  because 
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of Marxism-Leninism are 
c o r r e c t l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  by one p a r t y ,  
whi le  no t  c o r r e c t l y  by ano the r ,  because 
Marxism-Leninism is be ing  c o r r e c t l y  ap- 
p l i e d  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  i n  one count ry ,  
wh i l e  no t  c o r r e c t l y  i n  another .  

The J u l y  1963 agreement amoig t h e  U . S . !  B r i t a i n  and 

- -  

--Speech by Sanzo Nosaka, June 1963. 

t h e  USSR t o  ban nuc lea r  t e s t i n g  except  underground posed 
a d i f f i c u l t  problem t o  t h e  JCP .  The agreement w a s  wide ly  
h a i l e d  by t h e  Japanese p u b l i c ,  and t h e  Ikeda government was 
an e a r l y  s i g n a t o r y  t o  t h e  t r e a t y .  Consider ing t h e  breast- 
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b e a t i n g  i n  which t h e  JCP had indulged ove r  t h e  B i k i n i - t e s t  
Fo r tuna te  Dragon i n c i d e n t ,  l o g i c  would  appear  t o  ca l l  for 
JCP a p p r o v m a  t r e a t y  which would remove t h e  t h r e a t  of 
atmospheric  t e s t i n g .  

By 1963 it was no longer unusual t o  find the J C P  
a t  odds w i t h  t h e  USSR concerning issues on which t h e  Jap- 
anese could count  on s u p p o r t  f r o m  Pe ip ing .  B u t  i n  m o s t  
such  i n s t a n c e s  t h e r e  had a lso been an element  of JCP s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t .  The JCP f e l t  a k i n s h i p  f o r  Albania  as one small  
p a r t y  t o  ano the r ;  i f  t h e  voice of Albania could be smothered 
i n  p a r t y  c o u n c i l s ,  might n o t  t h e  J C P  be next?  The Japanese 
a t t i t u d e  on p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e ,  too, was colored by c i r -  
cumstances p e c u l i a r  t o  Japan. The ,cont inued U.S. m i l i t a r y  
presence  made it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  JCP t o  accep t  a view- 
p o i n t  on coex i s t ence  which was so t o t a l l y  a t  odds w i t h  
t h e  p a r t y ' s  l ongs t and ing  anti-U.S. s t r a t e g y .  

The JCP's o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  test  ban t r e a t y  is not  
e a s y  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  on grounds of s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  Y e t .  from 
t h e  first t h e  p a r t y  t reated t h e  t r e a t y  as a Tro jan  horse ,  
and l o u d l y  po t  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s  ahead of any p o l i -  
t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  on t h e  home f r o n t .  

Even before t h e  t r e a t y  w a s  i n i t i a l e d  on 25 J u l y ,  
JCP pronouncements d i sp l ayed  a remarkable  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  
Sov ie t  s e n s i b i l i t i e s .  A series of articles i n  Red f l a g  
"discussed" t h e  subjec ts  of nuc lea r  war and p e a s u m -  
e x i s t e n c e ,  o s t e n s i b l y  a t t a c k i n g  Japanese r e v i s i o n i s t s  b u t  
i n  e f f e c t  l ambas t ing  t h e  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n  on a tes t  ban as 
" i n c o r r e c t ,  'I " i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  and "absurd e The clear 
i m p l i c a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  f o r  Khrushchev t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s u c h  
a hoax w a s  a t  best na ive ,  a t  worst c r i m i n a l l y  n e g l i g e n t .  

Once t h e  t r e a t y  w a s  i n i t i a l e d ,  J C P  propaganda sought  
t o  undercut  its impact on t h e  Japanese people .  Every e f f o r t  
w a s  made t o  d i spa rage  t h e  areas of agreement among t h e  
great powers. "If  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  t r e a t y .  . .are s t u d i e d  
c l e a r l y , 1 1  Red Flag e d i t o r i a l i z e d  on 29 J u l y ,  Ifwe can see 
why t h e  Japanese  people . .  .have expressed  a f e e l i n g  of a n x i e t y  
as w e l l  as some joy  i n  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  news of t h e  t r e a t y  
s ign ing . "  
U . S .  f o r  more r e l e v a n t  forms of t e s t i n g :  

-- 

The JCP 'por t raged  t h e  test  ban as f r e e i n g  t h e  

, 
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Concerning t h e  t r e a t y ,  Kennedy s a i d  : 
**The United States had d e l i b e r a t e l y  *chosen 
t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on more mobile and more 
e f f i c i e n t  weapons, w i t h  lower bu t  e n t i r e l y  
s u f f i c i e n t  y i e l d .  Thus o u r  s e c u r i t y  is 
not impaired by the t t rea ty  I am discuss-  
ing. '* This w i l l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  danger  of n u c l e a r  weapons be ing  used 
i n  a localized w a r .  

To dis t rac t  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  t r e a t y  i t s e l f ,  t h e  
JCP dredged up time-tested r e d  h e r r i n g s :  

The U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t s  have conver ted  
Okinawa i n t o  t h e  largest  n u c l e a r  strategbc 
base i n  Asia, and are i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  war 
p o t e n t i a l  by in t roduc ing  Mace B's and, other 
t y p e s  of nuc lea r  weapons. They have de- 
ployed F-105D's i n  Japan i n  d e f i a n c e  of 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Japanese people  and 
are now t r y i n g  hard to get approval  of t h e  
visits to Japan of atomic submarin'es. 
The nuc lea r i zed  U.S. Seventh F l e e t ,  which is 
based a t  Yokosnka, is c o n s t a n t l y  c r u i s i n g  
around Asian waters. 

The o n l y  hope f o r  t h e  world w a s  t o  use t h e  t r e a t y  
as a spr ingboard  toward p o l i c i e s  advocated by Communist 
China. 

The nuc lea r  test  ban agreement w i l l  
have p o s i t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  if it is t h e  
first s t e p  toward a t o t a l  ban on n u c l e a r  
weapons i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  of 
development and deployment of nuclear 
weapons or toward g e n e r a l  disarmament 
I t  is common knowledge t ha t  Communist 
China h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  c a l l e d  f o r  a 
t o t a l  ban on n u c l e a r  weapons and t h e  
d e n u c l e a r i z a t i o n  of A s i a  and t h e  P a c i f i c  
area. 
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By- August, Red F l a g  w a s  s t e p p i n g  up its warnipgs,  
c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  t h e 5 s - n  t r e a t y  as n o t  on ly  imperfec t  
b u t  "extremely dangerous." As t i m e  went on ,  however, t h e r e  
were h i n t s  t h a t  t h e  cadres were concerned over  t h i s  l a t e s t  
i n s t a n c e  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  e s t r a n g i n g  i t s e l f  f r o m  p u b l i c  
op in ion .  Such concern was heightened  fo l lowing  t h e  a n t i -  
bomb conference  a t  Hiroshima, where Chinese spokesmen were 
supported o n l y  by t h e  JCP.in t h e i r  a t t a c k s  on t h e  t r e a t y .  
I n  a key e d i t o r i a l  on 22 October ,  Red F l a g  sought  t o  answer 
t h o s e  who contended t h a t  p a r t y  p o l l c y  w a s  be ing  d i c t a t ed  
from Pe i p  i n g  . 

7- 

' (  . 

r i v e d  

f i t s r e s p o n -  
s i b i l i t y  and du ty  t h a t  the  Japan Com- 
munist P a r t y  should  e x p r e s s  its own 
independent view on t h i s  i s s u e  i n  con- 
fo rmi ty  w i t h  it s p o l i c y  t o  promote 
wor ld  peace.. . . (Emphasis added) 

c l u s i o n  of t h e  test ban t r e a t y  t h e  re- 
l a t i o n s  between t h e  Sov ie t  Union and 
t h e  United S t a t e s  have been eased, b u t  
at' t h e  same t i m e ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ten-  
s i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  Asia, 
have increased . .  e 

It is b r u e  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  con- 

Because of t h i s  r eason  and s i n c e  
t h e  t r e a t y  f a i l s  to / inc lude7  under- 
ground t e s t i n g  and cannot  f e t t e r  t h e  
nuc lea r  war p o l i c y  of U.S. imperial ism,  
w e  cannot  suppor t  t h e  t r e a t y  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  . 
On t h e  evidence,.  it is p o s s i b l e  tha t  t h e  JCP ar- 

a t  its s t a n d  independent ly-- i .e . ,  wi thout  s p e c i f i c  
guidance from Peip ing .  
Pe ip ing  s t a n d  were t h e r e .  
t h a t  its best i n t e r e s t s  would be served by s u p p o r t i n g  
P e i p i n g ' s  views on t h e  test  ban is s t r a n g e  indeed. 

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  p receden t s  f o r  a pro- 
Y e t  f o r  the  OCP t o  determine 

Three 
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f a c t o r s  appear  t o  have c o n t r i b u t e d  to t h e  JCP s t a n d  i n  
vary ing  degrees :  an unwi l l i ngness  to t a k e  a s t a n d  which 
it associated--because Pe i p i n g  did--with rev is i o n  i s m ;  
p reoccupat ion  wi th  American bases as t h e  nega t ion  of "co- 
e x i s t e n c e "  as it a f f e c t s  Japan;  and an apparent  associa- 
t i o n  by t h e  JCP of its new-found "independence" w i t h  sup- 
p o r t  for t h e i r  Asian b r e t h r e n  on t h e  Mainland. 
t i o n  of independence by t h e  J C P  is i t s e l f  p robably  more 
important  t h a n  t h e  merits of t h e  p a r t y  l i n e ,  

The asser- ' 

C. The Chinese and t h e  J C P  
I i 

/ 

Although JCP p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  
h a r d l y  q u a l i f i e d  as t r u e  nonalignment,  t he  p a r t y  h a s  c lung  
t o  ;its r u l e s  of conduct w i th  remarkable cons i s t ency .  It 
con t inues  t o  p r o h i b i t  criticism of China or Albania i n  
World Marxist  Review; to a t t a c k  t h e  test ban t r e a t y ;  t o  I 

r a t i o n ;  and to seek  a role i n  t h e  r e s o l v i n g  of t h e  d i s p u t e .  

World Marxist  Review d i d  no t  cease w i t h  t h e  "November- 
December'? i s s u e  Subsequent e d i t i o n s  appeared on schedule  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  months of 1963, and Red F lag ,  i n  an a r t ic le  
on 19 Apr i l ,  claimed v i n d i c a t i o n :  a " e o n s i b l e  m e m b e r "  
of t h e  E d i t o r i a l  Board of t h e  Communist j o u r n a l  a l l e g e d l y  
had informed t h e  JCP t h a t  t r a n s l a t i o n  0f World Marxist Re- 
view r e q u i r e d  t h e  concurrence of t h e  loca-ty concerned, 
-that f u t u r e  i s s u e s  would not  c a r r y  material c r i t i c a l  
of o t h e r  f r a t e r n a l  parties ,  

i 
I 
I 

=for adher-0 t h e  Moscow Statement and Moscow Decla- 

~ 

Quest ions concerning t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of ar t ic les  i n  

Were was t h e  t y p e  of n e a t  and "correct" wrap-up 
dear t o  t h e  heart of &he JCP, The problem, however, was 
n o t  l a i d  t o  rest, I n  Mag, t w o  ar t ic les  were de le t ed  from 
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t h e  Japanese e d i t i o n  of t h e  j o u r n a l , *  and at t h e  Cen t ra l  
Committee plenum i n  nid-May Nosaka p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i -  
cles i n  q u e s t i o n  were having a d i v i s i v e  e f f e c t  on t h e  world 
Communist movement. Thus t h e  JCP could become t h e  next  i n  
a series of pro-Chinese p a r t i e s  t~ suspend p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
the Journal. i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  On balance, how- 
eve r ,  t h e  JCP w i l l  p robably  d e f e r  such  a c t i o n ,  which has  
been t aken  by t h e  p a r t i e s  of China,, Albania,  Burma and North 
Korea, b u t  n o t  by North Vietnam--to whom t h e  J C P  seems t o  
look a s  an example i n  such  matters. The p a r t y  con t inues  
t o  main ta in  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( c e n t r a l  committee m e m b e r  
I t a r u  Yonehara) on t h e  board of World Marxis t  Review i n  
Ps ague 

In  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of 1963, Japan became a propaganda 
ba t t l eg round  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  A t  s t a k e  w a s  not- 
j u s t  t h e  JCP, bu t  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  
Free  A s i a ,  During J u l y ,  s e v e r a l  Tokyo books tores  which 
s p e c i a l i z e  i n  Marxist l i terature  rece ived  a l e t te r  from 
t h e  Sov ie t  Min i s t ry  of Fore ign  Trade,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  books 
be ing  d i s t r i b u t e d  by CQInmuniSt China would i n t e r f e r e  wi th  
t h e  proper  unders tanding  of Commun:isna, and urg ing  t h e  s t o r e s  
no t  t o  handle  such  books. Subsequent ly ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of t h e  Chinese Foreign Language P r e s s  r e p o r t e d l y  v i s i t e d  
t h e  same o u t l e t s  u rg ing  t h a t  t h e y  con t inue  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of Pe ip ing  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and in a& least one i n s t a n c e  o f f e r -  
i n g  cash  i n c e n t i v e s  

*I t  is no t  e n t i r e l y  clear why t h e  J C P  chose t o  make an  
i s s u e  of  t h e  two ar t ic les  i n  ques t ion ,  One, by a Spanish 
Communist, w a s  a l abored  y e t  noncontent ious defense  of 
Sov ie t  p o l i c y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  %he Cuban crisis, inc lud-  
i n g  t h e  withdrawal of missiles, The second was a d i scour se  
on Communist s t r a t e g y  i n  t h e  form of a review of t h e  w r i t -  
i ngs  of P o l i s h  Premier  Gsmulka. Although bo th  a r t i c l e s  
r e f l e c t e d  Sovie t  views, n e i t h e r  was e x p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c a l  of 
China, Since ar t ic les  i m p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c a l  of P e i p i n g ' s  
views have appeared i n  o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  t h e  censo r sh ip  of t h e  
May e d i t i o n  of Problems appears  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  JCPOs newly 
d iscovered  "independence '' 

- 74 - 



When a Japanese s h i p ,  t h e  Myojo Maru, went to North 
Korea i n  June  1963 it re turned  w i t h a l -  numbeP,-of pam- 
p h l e t s  e x t d l i n g  Ch inavs  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  
According t o  I- ~. a t  about t h e  
same t i m e  a second JapaneLe s h i p  which went r o m  a Chinese 
t o  a S o v i e t  p o r t  w a s  s ea rched  by Sov ie t  a u t h o r i t i e s  and, 
when found t o  be c a r r y i n g  Chinese propaganda, w a s  warned 
t h a t  i f  it cont inued  t o  c a r r y  such material it would be 
r e f u s e d  e n t r y .  

n 

In  August 1963, t h e  Chinese began p u b l i c a t i o n  of a 
Japanese-language vers ion  of t h e  Peking Review, wi th  p l a n s  
f o r  a wide c i r cu la t ion  i n  Japan. -sure a w i d e  circula- 
t i o n ,  t h e  Chinese s e n t  to Japan 100,000 f r e e  c o p i e s  of t h e  
first f o u r  i s s u e s ,  d i v i d i n g  them among four major outlets-- 
two of which had r ece ived ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  ignored ,  t h e  
Sov ie t  l e t te r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  no t  handle  Chinese mater- 
i a l .  The sa le  of these issues--even a t  t h e  l o w  p r i c e  of 
around 59 each--represented a c o n s i d e r a b l e  w i n d f a l l  t o  t h e  
books tores .  

A c u r i o u s  a spec t  of t h i s  pe r iod  is t h e  gl impse one 
gets of t h e  Chinese view of t h e  JCP.  
Chinese have a f f e c t i o n a t e  memories: Nosaka's 70 th  b i r t h -  
day,  i n  March 1962, brought  an outpour ing  of ex t r avagan t  
p r a i s e  from Peip ing .  Teng Hsiao-ping referred to Nosaka 
as t h e  "oustanding f igh te r  of t h e  Japanese people  and com- 
rade-in-arms of t h e  Chinese people." Under Nosaka, t h e  JCP 
was " r a i s i n g  h igh  t h e  banner of Marxism-Leninism, and t h e  
p a r t y ' s  cour se  I t w a s  s t i l l  t h e  c o r r e c t  one." 

F l a g  i n  October 1962. The h e r o i c  s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  Japanese 
people  were s a i d  t o  be c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  "correct p o l i -  
t i c a l  l i n e "  of t h e  JCP. The p a r t y  l i n e  t aken  a t  t h e  JCP's 
Eighth  P a r t y  Congress was the c o r r e c t  one. 
a r t ic le  damned t h e  Kasugis t s ,  applauded t h e  a n t i - s e c u r i t y  
t r e a t y  campaign, and l i s t e d  i n  p rope r  o r d e r  t h e  JCP's a n t i -  
i m p e r i a l i s t ,  a n t  i - c a p i t a l i s t  program. 

In  t h u s  endors ing  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e  followed by 
t h e  JCP the  Chinese were doing  no more t h a n  t h e  Japanese 
had done f o r  them on i s s u e s  i n  d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  USSR, such 

For Sanzo Nosaka, t h e  

A s imi l a r  view was set f o r t h  i n  t h e  mainland - Red 

The Chinese 
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as Albania and t h e  i s s u e  of m a j o r i t y  r u l e .  In  p r i v a t e ,  t h e  
Chinese were less e n t h u s i a s t i c  over  t h e  JCP as an a l l y .  
P a r t  of t h e  problem appears  t o  be one of p e r s o n a l i t i e s :  t h e  
Chinese seem anxious t h a t  Nosaka's e v e n t u a l  successor be 
accep tab le  t o  them, 
t h e  Chinese do no t  " t r u s t T 1  Miyamoto; moreover, t h e y  appkar 

According t o  I 
t o  s h a r e  wi th  t h e  S o v i e t s  a d i s t r u s t  of Kakamada. 
Chinese cand ida te  t o  succeed Miyamoto is rumored t o  be a 
h i the r to -obscure  c e n t r a l  committeeman, Hayashi Inoue. 

The 

In June 1963, Sun Sheng-chuan, an o f f i c i a l  of t h e  
All-China Fede ra t ion  of Trade Unions, t o l d  a Japanese  
l e f t i s t  t h a t  the  JCP lacked a " d e f i n i t e  a t t i t u d e "  on t h e  
Sino-Soviet  "problem. * I  The' Japanese ,  accord ing  t o  Sun, 
agreed wi th  t h e  Chinese when t a l k i n g  t o  them and w i t h  t h e  
S o v i e t s  when t a l k i n g  t o  them; he charged f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  
JCP, which "used t o  put  Chinese views i n t o  p r a c t i c e  im- 
media te ly ,"  had changed its a t t i t u d e  and was s t a l l i n g .  
Sunls  a l l e g e d  remarks were an u n f a i r  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  
JCP's p u r s u i t  of i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y ;  moreover, t h e  JCP was 
as f i r m l y  i n  t h e  Chinese co rne r  a t  t h e  t i m e  of Sun's re- 
marks as it had been be fo re  or s i n c e .  They were, however, 
i l l u s t r a t i v e  of t h e  p i t f a l l s  of nonalignment 

A p o r t i o n  of P e i p i n g ' s  impat ience w i t h  t h e  JCP prob- 
a b l y  stemmed f r o m  t h e  p a r t y ' s  domest ic  weakness. Suppoft  
of t h e  J C P  on matters r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  
was u s e f u l  a s  f a r  as it went, b u t  on matters d i r e c t l y  ef- 
f e c t i n g  Japan t h e  Chinese s t i l l  had t o  use  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  
as p a r t  of t h e i r  l i n k  t o  t h e  Japanese p r o l e t a r i a t ,  
JCP Cen t ra l  Committeeman Goro Sudo v i s i t e d  Pe ip ing  i n  
September-October 1963, he r e p o r t e d l y  had a " d i f  i c u l t "  
i n t e rv i ew wi th  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Chinese Peop le ' s  I n s t i -  
t u t e  of Foreign A f f a i r s ,  Chao An-Po. When Sudo r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  JCP as a p a r t y  " f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  CCP," Chao r e p l i e d  
t h a t  whi le  Sudo might so claim,  t h e  JCP had not  y e t  dec l a red  
i tself  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and h e  wondered i f  t h e r e  
were "problems" w i t h i n  t h e  JCP. When, i n  response  t o  a 
q u e s t i o n ,  Sudo p r e d i c t e d  g a i n s  for t h e  JCP i n  t h e  1963 elec- 
' t ions, '  Chao is s a i d  t o  have responded w i t h  a "contemptuous 
s m i l e ,  I1 

When 
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Such cr i t ic ism m u s t  have been p a i n f u l  t o  t h e  JCP, 
which had moved so f a r  from its once-Pavlovian subse rv ience  
t o  t h e  CPSU, On 10 November, Red F l a g  publ i shed  an extended 
"dialogue" on t h e  Sino-Soviet  a p s  i n  which t h e  p a r t y  
underscored its sympathy for Peip ing;  

Q: Commercial newspapers write a g r e a t  
deal about  t h e  "Sino-Soviet d i s p u t e .  " 
What is t h e  c o r r e c t  view on t h i s  i s s u e ?  

A: The i s s u e .  . . i n v o l v e s  no t  o n l y  t h e  
Sov ie t  Union and China bu t  p a r t i e s  of 
many c o u n t r i e s .  ... This  d i s p u t e  c e n t e r s  
on t h e  fundamental problems concerning 
t h e  s t r a t e g y  and tac t ics  of t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Communist movement which have 
much t o  do with  a l l  Communist p a r t i e s .  

Q: It is said t h a t  one of t h e  t w o  par- 
t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  wants peace and t h e  
other war. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A :  .... Some people  contend t h a t  t h e  
CCP wants war. It is a well-known 
f a c t ,  however, t h a t  t h e  government and 
people  of China are p e r s i s t e n t l y  s t r u g -  
g l i n g  for peace i n  A s i a  and t h e  rest 
of t h e  world. The F ive  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
Peace fu l  Coexis tence were f i r s t  pro- 
posed by t h e  CPR Government. 

Q: What is t h e  JCP a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  d i spu te?  

A: The q u e s t i o n  is o f t e n  asked which 
s i d e  t h e  JCP suppor ts - - the  CPSU or t h e  
CCP. However, t h i s  method of ques t ion-  
ing  is no t  good.. * .  Behind t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
there is hidden an e v i l  i n t en t - - to  des  
nounce t h e  JCP f o r  "being subord ina te  
t o  e i t h e r  t h e  CPSU or t h e  CCP," A l l  
Communist p a r t i e s  are independent and 
equal f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  .... The J C P  
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dec ides  its own a t t i t u d e  f r o m  t he  theo re -  
t i c a l  and p r a c t  i ea l  s t a n d p o i n t  e 

Q: What is t h e  cause of t h e  p r e s e n t  
confus ion  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e ?  

A: There can be d i f f e r e n c e s  of op in ion  
among Communist p a r t i e s  j u s t  as among 
b r o t h e r s .  There are r u l e s  on how t o  
s e t t l e  d i f f e rences t . o f  op in ion  among 
Communist p a r t i e s .  The Moscow state- 
ment ,  which w a s  adopted unanimously by 
81 Communist p a r t i e s  t h e  world o v e r  i n  
November 1960, stated,  "Communist and 
workers '  p a r t i e s  of t h e  n a t i o n s  should  
hold conferences ,  i f  necessary  ... and 
r each  agreement on j o i n t  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  aimed at t h e  common target .  
When any one p a r t y  has  a doubt  as t o  the  
p o l i c y  of another  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t y ,  t h e  
leaders of t h e  former should  propose t a l k s  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  t o  i r o n  o u t  t h e  d i f -  
f e rence  e 

It is r e g r e t a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  r u l e  h a s  
been broken and t h a t  the  d i s p u t e  has  come 
o u t  i n  t he  open. . . ,  A t  t h e  congresseq of 
a number of Communist p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Albanian 
Workers P a r t y  and t h e  CCP were openly 
cr i t ic ized,  This is unreasonable ,  t o o .  

. .  

, . . .  

. . 1  

Although Pe ip ing  would no t  be expec ted  t o  i n d i c a t e  I p u b l i c l y  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  JCP, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on 
a t  l e a s t  t w o  occas ions  Chinese o f f i c i a l s  had c r i t i c i zed  . 
t h e  p a r t y  as flnonaligned" sheds  some l i g h t  of t h e  J C P  a t -  
t i t u d e .  Based on t h e  s t a n d s  it has  t aken  on Siqo-Soviet  
i s sues ,  t h e  JCPos professed  nonalignment does n o t  s t a n d  
up t o  s c r u t i n y .  Within t h e  p a r t y ,  however, a p o l i c y  of 
d e a l i n g  wi th  issues on t h e i r  **meritsp" and of withhold ing  
b l anke t  s u p p a r t  f o r  Pe ip ing ,  may be regarded as a courageous 
and t r u l y  independent l i n e .  
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D. The S o v i e t s  and t h e  JCP 

Meanwhile, where d i d  t h e  USSR s t a n d  i n  its r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  once-subserv ien t  JCP? Cons ider ing  t h e  s a n c t  imon- 
i o u s  p o s t u r e  assumed by t h e  Japanese, t h e  Sovie ts  showed 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s t r a i n t .  I n  p a r t ,  the  S o v i e t  a t t i t u d e  was 
in f luenced  by i n a t t e n t i o n ;  t h e  USSR was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  re- 
ducing  Chinese i n f l u e n c e  throughout  t h e  Japanese l e f t ,  not  
mere ly  w i t h i n  t h e  JCP. In March 1962, a senior  S o v i e t  
diplomat  r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  a group of Japanese S o c i a l i s t s  
t h a t  t h e  USSR " s t r o n g l y  des i r ed  t o  i s o l a t e  Communist China," 
and asked t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  increase suppor t  
f o r  t h e  USSR " w i t h i n  Japan.'' 

here t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were i n e f f e c t i v e .  L ike  t h e  Chinese,  t h e  
S o v i e t s  d e s i r e d  t o  assert  i d e o l o g i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  over  t h e  
e n t i r e  Japanese l e f t ,  not j u s t  t h e  JCP.  Condi t ions  i n  
Japan,  however, made for a d i f f e r e n t  approach. Through 
Sov ie t  e y e s ,  t h e  JCP was f a r  gone, b u t  there was cons ide r -  
able . s u p p o r t ;  among J a p a n v s  Marxian s o c i a l i s t s  f o r  Sov ie t  
views on c o e x i s t e n c e .  Understandably,  t he  main Sov ie t  
emphasis was on c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s .  

The S o v i e t s  a l s o  sought  t o  win Rack t h e  JCP ,  b u t  

L i k e  t h e  Ch inese ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  took  n o t i c e  of Nosaka's 
70 th  b i r t h d a y  ann ive r sa ry .  In c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  Chinese m e s -  
sages--brimming wi th  n o s t a l g i c  memories of Nosaka's days 
i n  Yenan--the message from the CPSU central  committee was 
brief and q u i t e  matter-of-fact. 
"a prominent f i g u r e  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i d n a l  Communist and 
workersv  movement, t he  S o v i e t s  wished h i m  success i n  h i s  
s t ruggle  f o r  " the  cohesion and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of t h e  r anks  
of your p a r t y . "  

i n  A p r i l  1962 a "harsh" let ter from the Sov ie t  embassy, 
i n q u i r i n g  as t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  views on disarmament. 
l e t t e r  desc r ibed  t h e  JCPos a c t i v i t i e s  i n  suppor t  of disar- 
mament as "not n e c e s s a r i l y  adequate"--an apparent  reference 
t o  suppor t  f o r  t he  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  Geneva disarma- 
ment conference .  I n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  however, the  embassy 
l e t t e r  r e f l e c t e d  g e n e r a l  p ique  wi th  t he  JCP, which w a s  i n  

Af t e r  c i t i n g  Nosaka as 

According t o  -1 the  J C P  r e c e i v e d  

The 
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t h e  p rocess  of p u t t i n g  o u t  a Japanese  e d i t i o n  of Volume. 
I V  of Mao's Collected Works, When reviewed i n  Vanguard 
i n  June, Mao's volume i n s p i r e d  JCP c e n t r a l  committeeman 
K u r a j i  Anzai t o  observe  t h a t  "Comrade Pnao's conc lus ion  t h a t  
imperialism is l i k e  a t iger i n  c a p t i v i t y  is i n  complete 
accord w i t h  what Lenin once said." 

-7- 

I n  J u l y ,  t h e  chief of t h e  J C P ? s  u n i t e d  f roqt  depart-  

(The 
ment r e p o r t e d l y  asked the  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  CPSU i n  persuad- 
i n g  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  to resume u n i t e d  f r o n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Communists were indeed personna non g r a t a  t o  the  S o c i a l i s t s ;  
one suspects ,  however, %ha t  t h  e JCP request  w a s  designed 
t o  chide t h e  S o v i e t s  concerning t h e i r  own o v e r t u r e s  t o  t h e  
JSP.) The CPSU, i n  r e p l y ,  agreed concern ing  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  
of a un i t ed  f r o n t ,  and s t a t ed  tha t  the request had been 
passed on t o  t h e  Japanese social is ts .  The S o v i e t s  added 
t h a t  there had been no  r e p l y  f r o m  t he  Socialists,  and observed 
g r a t u i t o u s l y  t ha t  t h e  Soc ia l i s t s  a p p a r e n t l y  regarded the  
JCP as " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  weak I' 

By 1963, however, t h e  S o v i e t s  were making more of 
an e f fo r t  to i s o l a t e  t h e  Chinese and, i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  of 
this end, to smooth ru f f l ed  feathers w i t h i n  t h e  JCP. An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  p o l i c y  i n  a c t i o n  took 
p l a c e  a t  the  Wom8n08 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Democratic Fede ra t ion  
i n  Moscow i n  June 1963, According t o  

L a  greed t o  "extremist" language in t h e  reports of t h e  
Japanese and Cuban d e l e g a t i o n s .  A t  i s s u e  appeared t o  be 
t h e  s t r i d e n c y  of t h e i r  anti-Americanism, which the I t a l i a n s  
regarded as unnecessary and p o t e n t i a l l y  d i v i s i v e  w i t h i n  the  
movement a When t h e  I t a l i a n s  ob jec t ed  t o  acceptance of t h e  
Japanese and Cuban reports ,  CPSU c e n t r a l  committee s e c r e t a r y  
Ponomarev set f o r t h  the  Sov ie t  a t t i t u d e :  

t h e  I t a l i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  u p s  

The leaders of the  Chinese Communist 
pa r ty .  are engaged i n  a c o n t i n u a l  a c t i o n  
of provocat ion  and of d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  
world Communist movement a Our p r i n c i p a l  
concern today  is t o  isolate t h e  Chinese. , . .  
We agree w i t h  you t h a t  t he  Japanese  and 
Cuban reports are e x t r e m i s t  and have no 
r e s p e c t  fo r  t h e  p r e s e n t  h i s tor ica l  s i t u a -  
t i o n ,  b u t  w e  had both  reports read and 
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approved because i f  t h e y  had been reject-  
e d  * e e t he  Japanese and Chbans would have 
l a r g e l y  gone over  t o  t h e  Chinese s i d e .  

A t  t h e  Nin th  Gensuikyo conference  i n  August 1963, 
t h e  S o v i e t s  took an uncompromising s t a n d  toward the C h i -  
nese ,  and t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  0% t h e i r  polemic a l l  b u t  de- 
s t r o y e d  t h e  anti-bomb group. The S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n ,  how- 
e v e r  sought  to avoid f r i c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  pro-Peiping delega-  
t i o n s  of Ceylon, North Korea and Japan. When r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of KasugaQs S o c i a l i s t  Reform Movement approached t h e  
Sov ie t  d e l e g a t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i n g  suppor t  and seek ipg  assist- 
ance ,  t h e y  were p o l i t e l y  but f i r m l y  r ebuf fed .  

l i m i t s .  Ascording t o  1 
pro-Chinese successo r  as head of Minseids,  Yoshio ksuchiya,  
r e t u r n e d  unexpectedly from t h e  USSR i n  mFd-August 1963, 
According to Tsuchiya,  he had been asked f o r  h i s  views on 
t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and had r e p l i e d  w i t h  a f o r t h r i g h t  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  Pe ip ing  p o s i t i o n .  As a result ,  he was 
unceremoniously asked by t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  count ry .  

Sov ie t  p a t i e n c e  wi th  t h e  Japanese,  however, had its 
-a 3 2 Ll  I ---fir+ MaedaV s 

TQ date ,  bo th  t h e  S o v i e t s  and t h e  Japanese Communists 

Ideologues 
have avoided any sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  are in- 
f luenced t o  any degree by r a c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e ,  JCP leaders are u n l i k e l y  t o  acknowledge t h a t  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  are t h e  r e s u l t  of anyth ing  other t h a n  t h e  
c a r e f u l  and correct a p p l i c a t i o n  of Marxism-Leninism. I n  
its resolution a t  t h e  F i f t h  Plenum i n  February 1963, how- 
e v e r ,  t h e  p a r t y  associated i t s e l f  w i t h  its Asian ne ighbors ,  
observ ing  t h a t  "the Communist p a r t y  and people  of Japan 
are j o i n e d  i n  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r a t e r n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  
p a r t i e s  and peoples  of China, Korea, Vietnam, Indones ia  
and o t h e r  Asian c o u n t r i e s ,  which w i l l  never  change .... 11 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  Chinese,  who appear  unreasonably 
demanding of  t h e  JCP, t h e  Sov ie t  a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  p a r t y  
seems t o  be one of bewilderment. Having ignored t h e  p a r t y  
f o r  y e a r s ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  now appear  u n c e r t a i n  as t o  t h e i r  cap- 
ab i l i t i e s  for b r i n g i n g  t h e  Japanese  back i n t o  t h e  Moscow 
f o l d o  The S o v i e t s  are s e e k i n g  t o  expand t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  
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i n  a broad s t r a t a  of  Japanese s o c i e t y ,  n o t  j u s t  i n  t h e  JCP. 
The Sov ie t  need ?for more iinformation on t h e  JCP, as a pre- 
l imina ry  t o  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  may e x p l a i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e  J C P  i n  December 1963 postponed a scheduled c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee meeting, i n  p a r t  because of t h e  d i scove ry  of Sov ie t  
embassy " s p i e s ,  within JCP Headquarters e '. 

E. Fore ign  Ass i s t ance  

Information on p a r t y  f i n a n c e s  is confus ing  and o f t e n  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  That  amount provided from abroad--i .e. ,  by 
t h e  USSR and China--has been e s t ima ted  a t  var ious  t i m e s  to 
be n i l ,  and a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  t o  be as much as $400,000 annu- 
a l l y .  I n  p a r t  confus ion  s tems from t h e  p a r t y ' s  account ing  

which t a k e  no account  of unvouchere -- s s t e m  which is complex even i n  t a b l e s  c=a secon e ement of confus ion  is t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
amount of Sino-Soviet  a s s i s t a n c e ;  in a c ruc ia l  yea r  s u c h  
as 1960 t h e  p a r t y  r ece ived  f a r  more a s s i s t a n c e  t h a n  i n  
normal t i m e s .  A t h i r d  f a c t o r  which promotes confusions is 
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  Chinese in p a r t i c u l a r  t o  s u p p o r t  JCP 
f r o n t s  d i r e c t l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  groups i n  which t h e  JCP is no t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  dominant e 

I I estimates t h a t  t o t a l  
I JCP income for 1 Y 6 1  was arouna qii,imu ,300. Of t h i s  amount, 

some 4% came from p a r t y  d u e s ,  which except  for t h e  i n d i g e n t  
are supposed t o  be one p e r c e n t  of a memberDs income. An- 
o t h e r  18% came under t w o  l o o s e  categories, "con t r ibu t ions"  
t o  p a r t y  headquar t e r s  and "funds raised independent ly"  by 
p a r t y  headquar t e r s .  By f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  amount came f r o m  
t h e  remaining ca t egory ,  p a r t y  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  which inc lude  
t h e  v a r i o u s  JCP p u b l i c a t  i o n s  e 
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According t o  
1-1 t h e  JCd i n  1957 w a s  r e c e i v i n g  s?me 7' 

5 

I annual ly  rrdn Communist China e 

half  of t h i s  amount w a s  "a loan ."  The second r e p o r t  stated 
t h a t  t h e  funds  were channeled through Hong Kong under v a r i -  
ous cover arrangements e 

According tq-b 

One means by which Pe ip ing  forwards  such  funds  is 
The through t h e  Japan-China Trade Promotion Assoc ia t ion .  

practice r e p o r t e d l y  is for  one or  more officers of t h e  As- 
s o c i a t i o n  t o  t r a v e l  to Pe ip ing ,  and there a r r ange  a t r a n s -  
a c t i o n  i n  which t h e  Chinese w i l l  make a purchase from a 
"progress ive"  Japanese f i rm.  The t e r m s  w i l l  p rovide  t h a t  
a rebate be pa id  the Associa t ion  by t h e  Japanese t r ade r - -  
a kickback which is t h e n  passed on t'o J C P  " t r e a s u r e r "  Satomi 
Hakamada 

I f  t h e  amount of f o r e i g n  a s s i s t a n c e  is es t ima ted  a t  
between $300,000 and $400,000 annual ly ,  t h e  p a r t y  can be 
sa id  t o  r e c e i v e  i n  t h e  neighborhood of one quarter  of its 
income f r o m  abroad.  There is c o n f l i c t i n g  informat ion ,  
however, nb t  only as t o  t h e  amount of o u t s i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  
r ece ived  by t h e  JCP b u t  a l s o  t h e  p ropor t ion  provided by 
Moscow and Pe ip ing  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I t  appears  l i k e l y  t h a t  
Pe ip ing  provides  a t  least h a l f .  I t  also appears  l i k e l y  
t ha t  t h e  USSR--as p a r t  of its campaign t o  c u l t i v a t e  "neu t r a l "  
par t ies - -cont inued  t o  p rov ide  some s u p p o r t .  

of its budget,  is n o t  l i k e l y  t o  g i v e  t h e  S o v i e t s  any s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  l eve rage  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y .  The JCP remains,  d e s p i t e  
p e r i o d i c  f i n a n c i a l  crises, reasonably  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  , 
P u n i t i v e  measures by t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  t h e  area of f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e ,  moreover, would o n l y  d r i v e  t h e  p a r t y  c l o s e r ,  t o  
China--a r e s u l t  which t h e  CPSU has  sought  t o  avoid.  

Sovie t  funding of t h e  JCP ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of  10115% . 

For t h e  p a r t y  of  good Marxis t -Lenin is t s ,  t h e  J C P  h a s  
' been plagued by more t h a n  its s h a r e  of f i n a n c i a l  s c a n d a l s .  

P a r t y  groups a t  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  collect  and d i sbur se  funds  
more or less independent ly ,  forwarding to p a r t y  headquart-  
ers o n l y  t h a t  percentage  of income r equ i r ed  of them. A l -  
though a u d i t i n g  procedures  have been t i g h t e n e d  i n  r e c e n t  

. yea r s ,  t i l l - t a p p i n g  con t inues  t o  t a k e  a t o l l .  When a purge 
is pub l i c i zed  by t h e  p a r t y ,  as i n  t h e  cases of Shida and 
Rasuga, one charge i n e v i t a b l y  is t h a t  the o f f e n d e r  h a s  used  
p a r t y  funds  t o  d i s p o r t  himself  i n  Tokyo s i n  dens.  
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VI. PROSPECTS 

A. Domestic 

As a pa r l i amen ta ry  p a r t y ,  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e n s e ,  
t h e  JCP has  l i t t l e  importance today .  Its Wive seats i n  t h e  
Lower House make it t h e  smallest p a r t y  i n  t h a t  body; t h e  
4% of t h e  popular  v o t e  which it p o l l e d  i n  November 1963 
was the  smallest i d e n t i f i a b l e  fragment of t h e  l e f t i s t  v o t e  ..* 

JCP i n f l u e n c e ,  however, is no t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y  
f a i t h f u l  a lone .  Within t h e  Lower House, a t  l e a s t  14 and 
perhaps  30-odd Socialist deput ies  are s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o ,  t h e  
l e f t  a s  t o  be almost i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  the  Communists. 
Marxism, moreover, is t he  p r e v a i l i n g  phi losophy no t  o n l y  ' 
of t h e  radical S o c i a l i s t s  b u t  of t h e  whole p a r t y , ,  wi th  its 
144 seats i n  t h e  Lower House. Thus the  estrangement  be- 
tween t h e  Communists and t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  is o f t e n  more ap- 
p a r e n t  t h a n  real. It is characterist ic of t h e i r  penchant 
f o r  " j o i n t "  s t ruggles  t h a t  on ly  weeks after a bout of name- 
c a l l i n g  a t  t h e  most recent Hiroshima conference ,  S o c i a l i s t  
and Communist demonst ra tors  were s t a g i n g  coope ra t ive  dernon- 
strat  ions a g a i n s t  U. S, n u c l e a r  submar ines  i n  Japanese p o r t  
c i t ies .  

Long-term p r o s p e c t s  for Japan ' s  Marxis t  l e f t  are 
f a i r l y  b u l l i s h ,  no twi ths t and ing  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  remarkable 
economic progress and t h e  popular  emula t ion  of t h i n g s  
American. Within t h e  coun t ry  there is widespread cynic i sm 
concern ing  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ;  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  b ig  
b u s i n e s s ,  and t h e  p e r e n n i a l  f a c t i o n a l i s m  of t h e  L i b e r a l  
Democratic P a r t y  has c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  an Image of cantankerous  

*Al th  ough th e JCP raised its number of s e a t s  from three 
to f i v e ,  and its pe rcen tage  of the  popular  v o t e  from 3% t o  
4%, there w a s  no g e n e r a l  t r e n d  to t he  l e f t .  
j u s t  held t h e i r  own, and the most s i g n i f i c a n t  g a i n  was by 
t h e  Democratic S o c i a l i s t s ,  who e n t e r e d  the  e l e c t i o n s  w i t h  
1 4  seats and emerged w i t h  23. 

The Socialists 
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o l d  age,  Although t h e  conservatives c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  D i e t  by a l a r g e  margin, the l a s t  decade has been marked 
by a g radua l  t r e n d  t o  t h e  l e f t - - i n  p a r t  t h e  r e s u l t  of a 
s t e a d y  i n f l u x  of ru ra l  workers i n t o  t he  more r a d i c a l  env i r -  
onment of t h e  cities. 

The gradual l e f t i s t  d r i f t  has been accompanied by 
a t r e n d  towards moderat ion w i t h  t h e  JSP. Its union af -  
f i l i a t e ,  Sohyo, has l a t e l y  tended  t o  emphasize economic 
r a t h e r  t h a n p o l i t i c a l  straggles. The JSP, i n  t u r n ,  has, 
concen t r a t ed  more on demands for " s t r u c t u r a l  ref orm"--the 
improvement of social and economic c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  
con tex t  of Japan ' s  mixed economy. Growing acceptance  by 
t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  of what t o  a Communist would be a s i n i s t e r  
brand of " rev is ionism,  lv w i t h  its i m p l i c i t  downgrading of 
t h e  class s t r u g g l e  and an t i - imper ia l i sm,  has  l a r g e l y  iso- 
l a t ed  t h e  JCP w i t h i n  Japan ' s  broader  Marxist movement, The 
s o c i a l i s t s  themselves  are s e n s i t i v e  on t h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  
i s s u e ,  b u t  claim to have borrowed the " s t r u c t u r a l  reformv1 'i 

concept  from t h e  I t a l i a n  Communists. 

Within Sshyo, and t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  JSP, t he  a n t i -  
t r e a t y  e x c e s s e s 1 9 6 0  brought  a reaction a g a i n s t  t h e  Com- 
munists .  Under new and "nmdera;tevl l e a d e r s h i p ,  Sohyo s i n c e  
1960 has spurned u n i t e d  a c t i o n  w i t h  the C o m m u n i w d e s p i t e  
i n s t a n c e s  of local coope ra t ion  as i n  t h e  demonst ra t ions  
a g a i n s t  U.S. nuc lea r  submarines.  In 1963 one of t h e  JCP's 
s toutes t  b a s t i o n s  f e l l  when a moderhte f a c t i o n  ga ined  con- 
t r o l  of t h e  t e a c h e r s  union w i t h i n  Sohyo, The J C P  remains 
t h e  on ly  p o l i t i c a l  group which h a s f n o  way modified its 
extremism i n  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  1960. 

E i t h e r  of t w o  t r e n d s  i n  Japanese v o t i n g  could prove 
advantageous t o  t h e  JCP. Should f u r t h e r  e l e c t i o n s  c h i p  
away a t  t h e  two msJor p a r t i e s  to the advantage of smaller 
groups--the Communists, the Democratic S o c i a l  is ts and pos- 
s i b l y  t h e  q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s  Soka Gakkkai--the i n f l u e n c e  of 
s p l i n t e r  p a r t i e s  such as t h e C P  mag i n c r e a s e .  The L ibe ra l -  
Democratic P a r t y  has long been recognized  as more of a 
conse rva t  i v e  coal it i o n  t h a n  8 mQnol itliic p a r t y ,  and t h e  
long-term t r e n d  i n  Japan may be away from its modified t w o -  
p a r t y  system t o  some form of mul t i -pa r ty  system. 
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More promising t o  t h e  JCP, p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  is t h e  
r e c e n t  t r e n d  towards moderation w i t h i n  t h e  Japanese l e f t .  
I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  Communists have s u f f e r e d  from t h e  $ a c t  t h a t  
t h e  bulk of t h e  f a r - l e f t  v o t e  went t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s .  A 
t r e n d  toward t h e  center w i t h i n  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  would bene- 
f i t  t h e  JCP i f  it left t h e  l a t t e r  party a lone  on t h e  l e f t ,  
t h e  l o g i c a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  'the vote of t h e  l u n a t i c  f r inge.  
I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  i t  is worth n o t i n g  t h a t  1963--a yea r  
i n  which t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  pursued a g e n e r a l l y  moderate l i n e  
i n  bo th  domest ic  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s - - t h e  JCP r e g i s t -  
e r ed  g a i n s .  According t o  Japanese p o l i c e ,  membership expanded 
b y  around 2'7,000 dur ing  1963, and a t  t h e  end of t h e  year  
t o t a l e d  around 130,000, 

Elsewhere, a l l  is not  w e l l  wi th  t h e  JCP and its 
e r s t w h i l e  c o l l a b o r a t o r s ,  The estrangement  between t h e  
JCP and Sohyo has  been noted ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  of 
t h e  once-pdtent t e a c h e r s  ' union. Zengakuren r e m a i n s  badly  
s p l i t ,  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  under control of e lemen t s  no t  I 

r e spons ive  t o  t h e  JCP. GensuHkyo'has been s e r i o u s l y  weak- 
ened by t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  Hiroshima conference ;  t h e  Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima c h a p t e r s  r e p o r t e d l y  have withdrawn from t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and non-Communist members of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
committee have th rea t ened  t o  r e s i g n .  

The JCP's espousa l  of the P e i p i n g  l i n e  i n  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  has c e r t a i n l y  d o t  helped t h e  p a r t y  do- 
m e s t i c a l l y .  Its suppor t  for  t h e  Chinese p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  
Hiroshima conference  was h a r d l y  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  arouse sup- 
p o r t  among t h e  p a c i f i s t  Japanese.  The p a r t y  has  sought  
t o  improve its image by c a r e f u l  ph ras ing  of its s u p p o r t  
f o r  Chinese p o l i c i e s .  I n  its 10 November 1962 e d i t i o n ,  
Red F l a g  d e c r i e d  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n . t h a t  "one p a r t y "  i n  t h e  
Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  wanted war, wh i l e  t h e  o t h e r  d i d  n o t .  
The JCP organ i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Communist China had been 
f i g h t i n g  s t e a d f a s t l y  f o r  peace i n  Asia and t h e  world ove r ;  
was Ch ina .no t  t h e  i n i t i a t o r  of t h e  F ive  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
Peacefu l  Coexistence? 

-- 

One q u a l i f i c a t i o n  m u s t  be made concern ing  t h e  JCP's 
unpromising domest ic  p rospec t s .  If %he p a r t y  is i n  poor 
shape now, it h a s  known a d v e r s i t y  before. Its re la t ions  
w i t h  t h e  non-Communist l e f t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  POOP, bu t  t h e  
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d i f f e r e n c e s  could  be breached should an i s s u e  arise which 
o f f e r s  broad appea l .  If t h e  JCP is l i t t l e  more than  a 
nuisance ,  it 9s still a n o i s y  nuiscance .  F r u s t r a t i o n  with-  
i n  $he JSP a t  its poor  e l e c t i o n  showing could make t h e  
S o c i a l i s t s  more r e c e p t i v e  t o  d i s r u p t i v e  and p o s s i b l e  v i o l e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  which would  b e n e f i t  $he JCP. 

B. The JCP and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Camp 

In  c o n t r a s t  to t h e  p a r t y ' s  very  l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  
on t h e  Japanese domestic scene ,  t h e  J C P  could  become a 
f a c t o r  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h i h '  the-.Bloc p a r t i e s .  
Moscow conference  of 1960, t h e  Japanese d e l e g a t i o n  allowed 
North Vietnam to take t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  seek ing  to resolve 
t h e  impasse between t h e  Chinese and t h e  Sov ie t s .  
e v e n t s  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  JCP has  r e g r e t t e d  its i n a c t i v i t y  
on t h i s  occas ion;  its media t ion  o f f e r ,  s t a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
F i f t h  Plenum and r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  miss ion  t o  Hanoi  in Ju ly  
1963, i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  is anxious t o  p l a y  a r o l e  i n  
r e u n i t i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement 

assume conc re t e  f o r m  is no t  c l e a r .  Should any Asian p a r t y  
assume t h e  r o l e  of media tor ,  it would probably  be t h a t  of 
North Vietnam or Indonesia--with North Vietnam t h e  b e s t  bet 
because of t h e  pe r sona l  p r e s t i g e  of Ho Chi Minh. Nonethe- 
less,  t h e  JCP's new awareness of its "independence," and 
its fo rced  e f f o r t  to appear  nonal igned,  suggest t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  hopes t o  atone for p a s t  f a i l u r e s  by moving t h e  CPSU 
back on t h e  correct p a t h  of Marxism-Leninism. 

The f a c t o r s  which i n f l u e n c e  t h i n k i n g  wft&hin t h e  J C P  
are complex. The p a r t y o s  pro-China l e a n i n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
does no t  involve  endorsement of PeipingOs unwi l l ingness  to 
accept  coex i s t ence .  The f i e r c e s t  of t h e  Japanese Marxists, 
by and l a r g e ,  are renegade Communists such  as t h o s e  i n  con- 
t r o l  of Zengakusen, whose d e s i r e  fo r  an e a r l y  r e v o l u t i o n  
were f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  JCPOs two-revolution, anti-U.S. pro- 
gram, and c e r t a i n  of t h e  Kasug i s t s .  .It is somewhat para-  
d o x i c a l  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  are now t h e  USSR's most voca l  sup- 
p o r t e r s  i n  Japan, inasmuch as t h e i r  e spousa l  of t h e  S o v i e t  
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l i n e  appears  t o  s t e m  less from c o n v i c t i o n  t h a n  from a desire 
t o  berate t h e  JCP on whatever charge  it might be vu lne rab le .  
The mere f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Kasug i s t s  are nominal ly  pro-Soviet ,  
however, w i l l  t end  t o  keep t h e  JCP i n  p e i p i n g ' s  camp. 

As f o r  t h e  JCP, its leaders c o n t i n u e  to f o l l o w  Pei-  
p i n g ' s  l i n e  on some s p e c i f i c  issues--such as t h e  s t a t u s  of 
Albania,  and t h e  t es t  ban t rea ty- -but  t o  avoid comment on 
others which a r e  important  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  s p l i t .  The 
Japanese,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  are not  prone t o  ph i losoph ize  on 
whether s o c i a l i s m  would s u r v i v e  a n u c l e a r  war. The JCP ap- 
p e a r s  no t  so  much s o l d  on t h e  merits of China ' s  p o s i t i o n  
in t h e  i n t r a - b l o c  d i s p u t e  as i n  sympathy w i t h  PeipingOs 
a n t  i-Americanism. The JCP,  moreover, would l i k e  t o  f o l l o w  
China ' s  precedent  i n  ' 'adapting" Marxist  d o c t r i n e  t o  t h e  
Japanese scene. Pe ip ing ,  which has  t r a n s l a t e d  Nosaka's 
w r i t i n g s  i n t o  Chinese,  h a s  indulged  t h e  aspi i ra t  i ons  of 
t h e  JCP l e a d e r s h i p  for r e g i o n a l  s t a t u s  t o  a g r e a t e r  degree 
t h a n  h-as t h e  CPSU. 

The JCP's sympathy fo r  t h e  CCP s t e m s  from o t h e r  f ac -  
tors also, i n c l u d i n g  r ac i a l  a f f i n i t y ,  e a r l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  and geographica l  proximi ty .  These are i n t  an:, 
gible?, and, except  f o r  Nosaka's o f t - c i t e d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  un- 
d e r  Mao, are d i f f i c u l t  t o  e v a l u a t e .  

It is charac te r i s t ic  of the J C P  t h a t  its p u r s u i t  of 
dogmatic p e r f e c t i o n  has  l e d  it far a f i e l d  i n  t e r m s  of its 
p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  Japan. Most Japanese  d isapprove  
of nuc lea r  t e s t i n g  by any power, y e t  t h e  JCP f e l t  compelled 
t o  suppor t  China 's  soc&alist-bombs-are-different l i n e  a t  
t h e  Hiroshima conference.  By t h e  same token,  t h e  p a r t y  re- 
mains committed t o  t h e  outward-looking, an t i -U.S .  d o c t r i n e  
f o i s t e d  on it by t h e  USSR i n  1950. Devotion t o  t h i s  doc- 
t r i n e  has  s t i m u l a t e d  r e s t i v e n e s s  among p a r t y  m i l i t a n t s ,  I un- 
derscored t h e  JCP's subse rv ience  t o  f o r e i g n  d i r e k t i o n ,  and 
f r u s t r a t e d  cad res  who have no c a p a b i l i t y  even to  sabo tage ,  
much less t o  e l i m i n a t e ,  t h e  U.S. presence  i n  Japan. 

It remains t o  be seen whether t h e  newly c r i t i c a l  out- 
look  wi th in  t h e  p a r t y  w i l l  i n s p i r e  real is t ic  and 9 x e a t i v e "  
goals f o r  t h e  p a r t y .  
Communist par ty"  can t h e  JCP be s a i d  t o  have used its l i m i t e d  

Not s i n c e  t h e  days of t h e  ? ' lovable  
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r e sources  wi th  a degree  of s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  While subsequent  
f a i l u r e s  can be a t t r i b u t e d  i n  p a r t  t o  misguided and unrea l -  
i s t i c  advice  from both t h e  USSR and China, t h e  p a r t y  i tself  
has shown l i t t l e  f l e x i b i l i t y .  
t o  commit i t s e l f  e n t i r e l y  t o  Chinese d o c t r i n e s  may r e f l e c t  
i n  p a r t  a w i s h  to determine for i t s e l f  t h e  "co r rec t "  l i n e  
i n  any g iven  s i t u a t i o n ,  and t o  have t w o  f o u n t s  of wisdom 
from which t o  draw. 

The JCPOs f a i l u r e  t o  da te  

. Thus t h e  genuine desire of t h e  J C P  l eade r sh ip  for 
a rapprochement w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movement is some- 
what n e u t r a l i z e d  by t h e  f r i n g e  bene f i t s  which r e s u l t  when 
a p a r t y  is wooed by t w o  p a r t i e s  i n  a d i s p u t e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e v e a l i n g  i n  t h i s  aonZtexk is t h e  JCPes i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  its 
s t a n d  on t h e  test ban i s s u e  w a s  based on its a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
t o  Japan; f o r  as r e c e n t l y  as  1961 t h e  JCP had gone through 
an embarrass ing  p o l i c y  s w i t c h  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t he  USSR's 
resumption of a tmospheric  t e s t i n g .  China having cha l lenged  
t h e  USSR on t h e  very  fundamentals of Communist d o c t r i n e ,  
t h e  JCP can b rave ly  say  t h a t  it w i l l  determine p o l i c y  on 
t h e  b a s i s  of loca l  ncondit ions. 

The J C P  r e m a i n s  anxious t o  p l a y  t h e  r o l e  of mediator  
i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  According t o  a non-Communist 
l e f t i s t ,  by the end of 1963 t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  aware 
of t h e  dep th  of an t i -Sov ie t  f e e l i n g  i n  Pe ip ing ,  and w a s  con- 
v inced  t h a t  any r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  d i s p u t e  m u s t  s t a r t  wi th  
concess ions  by Moscow. The p a r t y  was s a i d  t o  be making 
" f r a n t i c  e f f o r t s "  i n  December t o  f i n d  grounds f o r  a recon- 
c i l i a t i o n ,  and had s e n t  p res id ium nember K a t s u m i  Kikunami 
t o  Moscow to urge upon Rhrushche.:: t h e  importance of t a k i n g  
"direct ac t ion"  t o  sett le t h e  d i s p u t e .  Kikunami is known 
t o  have a t t ended  t h e  World Peace Council  meet ing i n  Warsaw 
i n  November, and may have s topped i n  Moscow on h i s  r e t u r n .  

The most r e c e n t  J C P  e f f o r t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  appears  
t o  be t h e  despa tch  of a four-man delegation--headed by Satomi 
Hakamada--to Moscow i n  February 1964. Although l i9 t le  in- 
format ion  is known of t h e  Hakamada mission a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  
s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  the non-Communist Japanese press t h a t  it is 
engaged i n  a media t ion  e f f o r t  probably has  some basis i n  
f a c t .  
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Nei ther  t h e  JCP i n  g e n e r a l ,  nor  Bakamada i n  p a r t i c -  
u l a r ,  is l i k e l y  to impress t h e  S o v i e t s  as a s u i t a b l e  media- 
t o r .  I n  l a t e  September, Hakamdda made h i s  views c l e a r  i n  
a lecture  t o  a JCP group on t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  Haka- 
mada r e p o r t e d l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  JCP a s  not  pro-Moscow, 
pro-Peiping o r  n e u t r a l ,  b u t  as a self -governing "independent" 
p a r t y .  He t hen  went on to c r i t i c i ze  t h e  Soviets--and Khru- 
shchev personally--on cha rges  s imi la r  t o  t h o s e  c i ted by t h e  
Chinese: d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  Asian p a r t i e s ,  u n f r a t e r n a l  
behavior  i n  withdrawing t e c h n i c i a n s  f r o m  China, and f a i l u r e  
t o  c o n s u l t  other p a r t i e s  on t h e  t es t  ban t r e a t y .  

There was also c r i t i c i sm of t h e  S o v i e t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
JCP conclave.  
November 1963 as say ing ,  

A J C P  spokesman was quoted i n  -- Red Flag  i n  

I f  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference  of t h e  
Communist and workers p a r t  ies were he ld  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  and i f  a 
m a j o r i t y  opin ion  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  s e t t l e  
t h e  d i spu te ,  t h e  d i s u n i t y  of t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Communist movement might become 
more d e c i s i v e .  Granted t h a t  t h e  r i f t  
i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement e . e 

is a g r e a t  loss t o  t h e  cause of world 
peace,  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  and revolu-  
t i o n ,  "uni ty"  not  based on t h e  Moscow 
Statement p r i n c i p l e  / X o e o ,  e q u a l i t y  of 
p a r t i e s 7  would be imposs ib le  among Com- 
munis t s .  (Emphasis added) 

O u r  p a r t y  ma in ta ins  t h a t  an i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  conference  m u s t  be he ld  on ly  
a f t e r  necessa ry  c o n d i t i o n s  are s u f  - 
f i c i e n t l y  provided through p r i o r  con- 
s u l t a t i o n s  between f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  on 
t h e  basis  of Marxis t -Lenin is t  p r i n c i p l e s .  

I n  opposing t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of m a j o r i t y  r u l e ,  and i n  
e f f e c t  suppor t ing  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of unanimity ( v e t o  power), 
t h e  JCP has once a g a i n  echoed t h e  Pe ip ing  Pine.  The p a r t y ' s  
s t a n d  w a s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  however, fo r  a p a r t y  c e r t a i n  t o  
be wi th  t h e  minor i ty  i n  any head count .  A n  o f f e r  of good 



o f f i c e s  by t h e  JCP would probably  r e c e i v e  r e s p e c t f u l  hear- 
i n g s  from t h e  p a r t i e s  of Albania,  North Korea, North V i e t -  
nam, and p o s s i b l y  o t h e r  Asian c o u n t r i e s .  The JCP, by t h e  
same token,  could i t s e l f  be in f luenced  by p a r t i e s  favor-  
a b l y  disposed toward Peiping--such as t h o s e  of North V i e t -  
nam and Indones ia ,  The fact that the JCP remains nominally 
non-aligned s u g g e s t s  t h a t ,  fo r  t h e  record, t h e  p a r t y  e x p e c t s  
a r e s o l u t i o n c o f  t h e  Sino-Soviet  quarrel. S ince  t h e  JCP d i d  
n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  acknowledge t h a t  t h e  d i s p u t e  e x i s t e d  u n t i l  
December 1962, however, t h e  p a r t y v s  p o s i t i o n  is of l i t t l e  
va lue  i n  a s s e s s i n g  p r o s p e c t s  for a s e c o n c i l i a t  ion  

Two o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  m u s t  be cons idered  i n  connec t ion  
w i t h  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  developments w i t h i n  the  JCP: t h e  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  pro-Peiping s t a n c e  may lead t o  
a new s p l i t ,  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t ,  w i t h  or wi thout  such 
a s p l i t ,  t h e  p a r t y  may move completely i n t o  P e i p i n g ' s  o r b i t .  

Fac t ions  p l a y  an i n t e g r a l  r o l e  i n  Japanese p a r t i e s  
of a l l  p o l i t i c a l  shades. The bond of Marxist ideology makes 
them somewhat less c o n t r o l l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  Japanese l e f t ,  
bu t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is one of degree .  As f o r  t h e  JCP, its 
cell s t ruc tu re  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  leader-henchman relation- 
s h i p  which is at t h e  root of f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  Japanese p o l i -  
t i c s ,  Beneath t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  veneer ,  t h e  p a r t y  probably 
has more than its s h a r e  of f a c t i o n a l  cross c u r r e n t s  s t e m -  
ming from pe r sona l  f r i e n d s h i p s  and enmi t i e s .  

I t  t e r m s  of the Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  however, t h e  
JCP is unusual i n  n o t  having an a c t i v e  pro-Soviet  f a c t i o n .  
Although t h e  nuc leus  f o r  such a f a c t i o n  presumably e x i s t s ,  
Sov ie t -o r i en ted  cadres are numer ica l ly  few and n o t a b l y  
docile.  Of t h e  60-man central  committee, e i g h t  have demon- 
strated--at  one or more t i m e s  s i n c e  1960--sympathy for t h e  
Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  Not s i n c e  t h e  
purge of S h o j i r o  Kasuga, however, has  t h e r e  been any "de- 
bate" i n  YCP j o u r n a l s  of i s s u e s  involved i n  t h e  disputte. 
What pro-Soviet  f a c t i o n  remains w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee 
is a subdued group, The m a j o r i t y  of t h o s e  who might today  
comprise a pro-Soviet  f a c t i o n  were ous t ed  fo l lowing  t h e  
Kasuga d e f e c t i o n ,  and a new d e i e c t i s n  by pro-Soviet  e lements  
appears  un l  f k k l y  
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The most voca l  m i n o r i t y  w i t h i n  JCP headquar t e r s  is 
probably n o t  t h e  Moscow-oriented C e n t r a l  Committee group, 
bu t  younger c a d r e s  who d e p l o r e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  nominal non- 
a l ignment  and would have t h e  J C P  suppor t  Pe ip ing  with t h e  
same a r d o r  as does t h e  North Korean Labor P a r t y .  Even 
though t h i s  "China P o l i c y  Group" is n o t  y e t  s t r o n g l y  rep- 

r e s e n t e d  on t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee,* t h e  f requency  with 
which t h e  J C P  has  suppor ted  Pe ip ing  of 1 a t e . s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h e  "China f a c t i o n "  is making its i n f l u e n c e  felt.** The 
aging  Miyamoto-Nosaka l e a d e r s h i p  can s a f e l y  be l i s t e d  among 
t h e  moderates on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of how f a r  towards China t h e  
J C P  should  go,  I t  is p o s s i b l e ,  however, t h a t  once t h e  
Old Guard is tu rned  o u t  t o  p a s t u r e ,  t h e  JCP w i l l  d rop  any 
p r e t e n s e  of n e u t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  bloc d i s p u t e ,  whi le  a t tempt-  
i n g  t o  r e t a i n  a degree  of independence. 

Some l i g h t  is shed on t h e  JCP p o s i t i o n  by t h e  remarks 
of a s e n i o r  pro-Soviet  party o f f i c i a l  i n  the f a l l  of 1963. 
In  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  an o f f i c e r  of a l e f t i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
he s t a t e d  t h a t  there  w a s  "no unanimity of opinion" w i t h i n  
t h e  JCP concern ing  t h e  s t a n d  which t h e  p a r t y  should  t a k e  
i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  bu t  added t h a t  s i n c e  i t  would 
be " g r e a t l y  disadvantageous" f o r  t h e  p a r t y  t o  convey an i m -  
p r e s s i o n  of confus ion  t h e r e  was much stress on an appear - .  
ance of u n i t y .  

* R e c e n ' t i n f o r m m l  
s u g g e s t s  t h e  fo l lowing  breakdown for t n e  cen  ra \  

pro-Sovie t ,  8 ;  pro-Chinese, 21; n e u t r a l  OF w: 
unknown, 31. The l a r g e  number i n  t h e  t h i r d  group r e f l e c t s  
various f a c t o r s ,  i nc lud ing  t i g h t  JCP s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  
of p a r t y  organs  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and t h e  
preoccupat ion  of t h e  JCP w i t h  domest ic  problems t o  t h e  
f r e q u e n t  e x c l u s i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  issues a 

**In t h i s  connec t ion ,  it is n o t a b l e  t h a t  North Vietnam 
d i d  n o t  c r i t i c ize  Khrushchev's a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Cuban crisis, 
whereas t h e  JCP echoed ;In s l i g h t l y  subdued form P e i p i n g ' s  
cr i t ic ism of t h e  USSR: 
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I I 

The JCP o f f i c i a l  confirmed t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  
was inf luenced  by c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Japan,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  JCP 
could n o t  g i v e  t h e  impression t h a t  it was compromising on 
i s s u e s  connected w i t h  t h e  U.S. It was t h e r e f o r e  fo rced  t o  
sympathize " to  some degree" w i t h  Communist China, which 
emphasized the anti-U.S, s t r u g g l e .  The s o u r c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  J C P  Presidium had r e p e a t e d l y  debated Soviet p o l i c y  
toward t h e  U . S .  and had dec ided , ; t hough  n o t  unanimously, 
t h a t  it w a s  l l d i s s a t i s f i e d l l  w i t h  some a s p e c t s  of t h a t  po l i cy .*  

The pro-Soviet  o f f i c i a l  described Miyarnoto--probably 
inaccura te ly- -as  "pa r s  i s t e n t l y  opposed)' t o  t h e  "Chinese 
l i n e  .It 
d l e r ,  b u t  has never  been regarded  as an t i -Pe ip ing .  The 
source s t a t e d  t h a t  Nosaka d e a l t  w i t h  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  matters 
by ask ing ,  "DO you mean t h a t  yousapprove of American p o l i -  
cies?" According to t h e  source, Nosaka t h u s  creates an 
.a'tmo.sphere i n  which a l l  are compelled t o  suppor t  t h e  Chi- 
nese  l i n e .  

t h e r e  is no hope for a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  e e g o p  s h o u l d  there 
be a break  i n  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  between Moscow snd Pei- 
p ing ,  t h e  arguments i n  f a v o r  of nonalignment would become 
less convincing.  There would probably  be s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  
f o r  a l l - o u t  suppor t  of China, countered  by the argument 
t h a t  t h e  maintenance of a degree  of independence would be 
p r e f e r a b l e  t o  subse rv ience  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  CCP o r  t h e  CPSU. 
Least l i k e l y  is any move t o  re);urn t o  t h e  Sov ie t  o r b i t .  

b r i g h t e s t  face 'on t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  po in tdng  o u t  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s p i r i - t u a  enrichment it o f f e r s  t h e  wor ld  
Communist movement: 

Miyamoto is recognized as an i n v e t e r a t e  f ence - s t r ad -  

Should Sino-Soviet  r e l a t i o n s  r each  a p o i n t  where 

In @hlic,; however, t h e  JCP continueS-,;to p u t  t h e  

*The on ly  members of t h e  nine-man Presidium who are gen- 
e r a l l y  regarded as pro-Soviet  are Yoshio Shiga  and .Koreto 
Kurahara. On a g iven  i s s u e ,  however, t h e y  might be j o i n e d  
by Miyamoto and p o s s i b l y  by two o t h e r s  no t  y e t  i d e n t i f i e d  
wi th  e i t h e r  t h e ,  pro-Soviet  or  pro-Chinese view, 
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The d i f f e r e n c e s  of op in ion  and polem- 
i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist 
movement r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p rocess  of r a i s i n g  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement i n  the world 
t o  u n i t y  a t  a h i g h e r  l e v e l .  

Surmounting t h e  new o r d e a l ,  Marxism- 
Leninism and t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  movement w i l l  be more developed with- 
o u t  fail. SO l ong  as our p a r t y  f u l f i l l s  t h e  
basic pa th  of t h e  p a r t y  p la t form,  adheres  
t o  Marxis t -Leninis t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and fo l lows  
t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  Moscow Dec la ra t ion  and 
t h e  Moscow Statement ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n m y  move- 
ment i n  Japan w i l l  advance and achieve  
v i c t o r y ,  no matter what d i f f i c u l t y  a r i s e s  
from t i m e  t o  t i m e . *  

*Red F1 ai!& 10 N ovember 1963. -- 
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