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F o r e w o r d  

What is commonly referred t o  as t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
c o u p  is more p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  "The 30 September Movement," 
t h e  name t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s  g a v e  t h e i r  movement .  
I n  t h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e  term " I n d o n e s i a n  coup"  is u s e d  i n t e r -  
c h a n g e a b l y  w i t h  "The 30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement ," m a i n l y  f o r  
t h e  s a k e  of v a r i e t y .  I t  is t e c h n i c a l l y  correct  t o  r e f e r  
t o  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  l n d o n e s i a  a s  a "coup" i n  t h e  l i t e r a l  
s e n s e  of t h e  w o r d ,  m e a n i n g  "a s u d d e n ,  f o rce fu l  s t r o k e  i n  
p o l i t i c s . "  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  word  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  
i n  common u s a g e  t o  mean " t h e  s u d d e n  a n d  f o r c i b l e  o v e r t h r o w  

i t  now seems c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  was n o t  a move 
t o  o v e r t h r o w  S u k a r n o  a n d i o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  g o v e r n m e n t  of 
I n d o n e s i a .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i t  w a s  a p u r g e  of t h e  Army l e a d -  
e r s h i p ,  w h i c h  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c e r t a i n  c,banges 
i n  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n . o f  t h e  c a b i n e t .  I n  this s e n s e ,  i t  is 
more correct t o  refer t o  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement as a 
p u r g e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c o u p .  

- of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  ," h o w e v e r ,  i t  may be m i s l e a d i n g .  For 

A word  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  p a p e r .  I t  is d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  m a i n  s e c t i o n s .  
T h e  f i r s t  o n e  t r ea t s  t h e  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o u p  o w 1  
O c t o b e r ;  t h e  s e c o n d  o n e  t r a c e s  t h e  movemen t s  of t h e  k e y  
f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  c o u p  u p  t o  t h e  t i m e  of t h e i r  c a p t u r e  o r ,  
i:: t h e  c a s e  of S u k a r n o ,  u p  t o  March  1966, when h e  l o s t  
d e  f a c t o  c o n t r o l  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  Gen.  S u h a r t o ,  w h o  
a s s u m e d  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for r e s t o r i n g  l a w  a n d  order;  
t h e  t h i r d  o n e  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  p l a n n i n g  for t h e  c o u p  t h a t  
V D S  d o n e  i n  t h e  o n e  mon th  of S e p t e m b e r  1965; a n d  t h e  l a s t  
o n e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  o n e ,  r e v i e w s  the e v e n t s  
l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  c o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  to s t a g e  
t h e  c o u p .  

-- - 

T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  c h o s e n  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  
F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e r e  was  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  e v i d e n c e  
i t s e l f .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  m a t t e r s  t h a t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  t h e  f i rs t  two s e c t i o n s  a r e  m a t t e r s  of e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t ;  

w e  m u s t  e x a m i n e  r h e  w o r d s  a n d  t e s t i m o n y  of t h e  v a r i o u s  
. i n . o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  r e c o r d  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  
._ 



- i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p .  O u r  k n o w l e d g e  
of t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  b e h i n d  t h e  e v e n t s ,  w h i c h  is t h e  s u b j e c t  
of t h e  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a p e r ,  comes e n t i r e l y  from 

. t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y .  
N a t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  e v i d e n c e  m u s t  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  a 
s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  t h a n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  is p r e -  
s e n t e d  i n  t h e  first t w o  s e c t i o n s .  The  r e a d e r  is i n  a 
be t te r  p o s i t i o n  t o  make h i s  own j u d g m e n t ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  
e v i d e n c e ,  if h e  h a s  a c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  k i n d  of 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  is i n v o l v e d .  

T h e  m a t t e r s  t h a t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o v r t h  s e c t i o n  
a r e  much more m a t t e r s  of j u d g m e n t .  The  coup  c a n  o n l y  be 
u n d e r s t o o d ,  of course,  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  of I n d o n e s i a n  
p o l i t i c s  i n  1965. Many of t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  form t h a t  back- 
g r o u n d  'are  o p e n  t o  v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r .  A g a i n ,  
t h e  r e a d e r  is i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  e v a l u a t e  those e v e n t s  
if h e  c a n  v i e w  t h e m  from t h e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  of h i n d s i g h t ,  
a s  i t  were, w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  coup c l e a r l y  d r a w n  i n  
h i s  m i n d .  T h e  o n e  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  of t h e  
p a p e r ,  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o u p  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  is 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of i ts  c r e a t i n g  t h e  f a l s e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
t h e  c o u p  was a d i s t i n c t  o c c u r r e n c e ,  w h i c h  c a n  be t r e a t e d  
a p a r t  from t h e  rest of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .  , 
Of c o u r s e ,  it c a n  n o t .  I t  s h o u l d  be v i e w e d  a s  t h e  c u l m i n a -  
t i o n  of many e v e n t s  o v e r  t h e - y e a r s .  

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  i n  t e l l i n g  t h e  
s t o r y  of t h e  c o u p  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i n  a s  s t r a i g h t -  
forward  a manner  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  l e t  t h e  f a c t s  s p e a k  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s .  The p u r p o s e  of t h i s  h a s  b e e n  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
r e a d e r  t o  m a k e  h i s  own c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  h e  goes a l o n g .  A 
f i n a l  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  p a p e r  s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  c o n -  
c l u s i o n s  of t h e  a u t h o r .  

A l l  t h e  events  t h a t  a re  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o u p  i t s e l f  a n d  t h e  major 
e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  coup, are  p r e s e n t e d  i n  c h r o n o -  
l o g i c a l  o r d e r  i n  t h e  C h r o n o l o g y  of E v e n t s .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  A p p e n d i x  i s  a b r i e f ' d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  
t h e  Army i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  as e v i d e n c e .  
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Preface 

On 1 4  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 5  I n d o n e s i a n  Army I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
of wh ich  G e n e r a l  Parman was t h e  c h i e f ,  p r e s e n t e d  a d e t a i l e d  
r e p o r t  o n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s ecu r i ty  s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h e  Army C h i e f  
o f  S t a f f ,  General Yani. The  r e p o r t  s u m m a r i z e d  a l l  i n f o r m a -  
t i o n  known about  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Communist  
P a r t y ( P K 1 ) a s  of t h a t  d a t e .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  m e n t i o n e d  a 
r e p o r t  of a p l a n  t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  t h e  a r m y ' s  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
g i v i n g  a l i s t  of t h e  Army g e n e r a l s  who were t o  b e  k i l l e d .  
I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  s t a t e d  t h e  Army I n t e l l i g e n c e  j u d g m e n t  t h a t  
" s o m e t h i n g  was g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n . "  

A t  f i r s t ,  G e n e r a l  Parman had been r e l u c t a n t  t o  
accept  t h e  j u d g m e n t  of h i s  s t a f f .  H e  was  more c o n s e r v a -  
t i v e  on  t h e  q u e s t i o n ;  i n  t h e  e n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  a g r e e d  t o  
t a k e  t h e  c a s e  t o  G e n e r a l  Y a n i .  Y a n i ,  i n  t u r n ,  D r e S e n t e d  
t h e  r e p o r t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o ,  l a y i n g  D a r t i c u l a r  stress 
o n  t h e  " a s s a s s i n a t i o n  list ,'I w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  names 
of t h ree  g e n e r a l s - - S u h a r t o  , M u r s j i d ,  and  Sukenu:  o---in 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e v e n  g e n e r a l s  who were l a x e r  t u  b e  i18e 
t a r g e t  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  coup of 30 September. 

.. 

T h e  r e p o r t  m e n t i o n e d  September 18 a s  t h e  d a t e A o f  
t h e  p l a n n e d  a t t a c k ,  a n d ,  o n  t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  army t o o k  
s p e c i a l  s e c u r i t y  p r e c a u t i o n s ;  b u t  n o t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  After 
t h a t ,  Y a n i  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  r e p o r t  s e r i o u s l y .  
a n d  n o  s p e c i a l  p r e c a u t i o n s  were o b s e r v e d .  

L a t e  i n  September t h e  f o r m e r  m i l i t a r y  a t t a c h e  i n  
P e k i n g ,  B r i g .  Gen.  Sudono ,  t o l d  Maj .  Gen. M.T. H a r j o n o ,  
a s u b s e q u e n t  v i c t i m  of t h e  c o u p ,  t h a t  he  had l e a r n e d  t h a r  
a number of Army g e n e r a l s  wou ld  be a b d u c t e d  w i t h i n  a f e w  
d a y s .  A l t h o u g h  G e n e r a l  H a r j o n o  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  i n -  
f o r m a t i o n ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  c a l l  a s t a f f  m e e t i n g  a t  Army 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n  30 S e p t e m b e r  s i n c e  G e n e r a l  Sudono  was  so 
o b v i o u s l y  i n  e a r n e s t .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  PKI i n t e l l i g e n c e  l e a r n e d  
about t h i s  m e e t i n g  b u t  d r e w  t h e  wrong c o n c l u s i o n s  as t o  
t h e  s u b j e c t  u n d e r  s u c h  h i g h - l e v e l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  A t  t h e  meet- 
i n g ,  G e n e r a l  Sudono  r e p o r t e d l y  became " t h e  b u t t  of l a u g h t e r "  
of e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  I 

I 

? 



Y e t ,  w i t h i n  a m a t t e r  of h o u r s  of t h e  s t a f f  m e e t i n g  
a t  Army h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  e x a c t l y  w h a t  G e n e r a l  Sudono  s a i d  

- h e  h a d  h e a r d  wou ld  h a p p e n  " w i t h i n  a f e w  d a y s "  h a p p e n e d  
t h a t  v e r y  n i g h t .  T h a t  t h e  Army w a s  t o t a l l y  u n p r e p a r e d  
fo r  an a t t a c k  from its p o l i t i c a l  enemies was t h e  most 
o b v i o u s  f e a t u r e  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  I n  o n e  n i g h t  
a l o n e ,  t h e  a rmy was t o  s u f f e r  t h e  s t a g g e r i n g  loss  of 
six of its most s e n i o r  gene ra l s .  Never  b e f o r e ,  i n  a n y  
of t h e  g rea t  wars ,  h a v e  six genera ls  b e e n  l o s t  i n  a s i n g l e  
n i g h t .  
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T h e  Coup 

A t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  0400 h o u r s  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 1 
O c t o b e r  1965 t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement 
l a u n c h e d  t h e i r  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p  i n  
t h e  form of s i m u l t a n e o u s  r a i d s  o n  t h e  homes of s e v e n  gen-  
e r a l s .  I n  a m a t t e r  of h o u r s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  was o v e r ;  b e s i d e s  t h e  r a i d s ,  i t  i n -  
v o l v e d  o n l y  t h e  s e c u r i n g  of a f e w  v i t a l  o b j e c t i v e s - - t h e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  P a l a c e  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  of 
R a d i o  I n d o n e s i a ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d -  

- i n g ,  a n d  a n  a i r b a s e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  D j a k a r t a .  T h e s e  p u r e l y  
m i l i t a r y  a s p e c t s  of t h e  c o u p  a re  b y  now f a i r l y  c l e a r .  T h u s ,  
i n  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n - o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a -  
t i o n  of t h e  c o u p  i t s e l f ,  w e  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  c e r t a i n  n e c e s -  
s a r y  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  before d i s c u s s i n g  w h a t  w e  d o  
a n d  d o  n o t  know f o r  s u r e  a b o u t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h q , c o u p .  

The  K i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  G e n e r a l s  

The  s t a g i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  w a s  a n  a b a n d o n e d  
r u b b e r  p l a n t a t i o n  t h a t  was w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  of L h a n g  
B u a j a ,  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  or  h a m l e t  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of H a l i m  
A i r  Force Base,  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i l e s  from t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
P a l a c e  i n  D j a k a r t a .  R e a c h e d  by  ano the r  r o a d  t h a n  t h e  m a i n  
a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  a i r b a s e ,  Lubang B u a j a  w a s  a remote a r e a  
t h a t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  be s e a l e d  off for  p u r p o s e s  of s e c u r i t y . *  

* I n  t h e  t i g h t l y  s t r u c t u r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of l o c a l  g o v e r n -  
ment  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  Lubang B u a j a  is p r o p e r l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  a Kompung or "hamlet , ' :  w h i c h  is s m a l l e r  t h a n  a " v i l l a g e "  
or "town" or  " c i t y . "  I t  is t h e  lowest l e v e l  of l oca l  gov-  
e r n m e n t  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  U s u a l l y ,  a Kompung is s e t  a p a r t  
by a f e n c e  t h a t  e n c l o s e s  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  of t h e  Kompung. 
I n  t h e  c a s e  of Lubang B u a j a ,  t h e  o n l y  r o a d  i n t o  t h e  Kom- 

' pung r u n s  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r o a d  i n t o  Ha l im A i r  Force B a s e  
.. from t h e  m a i n  B o g o r - D j a k a r t a  Highway.  A s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  

o n  t h i s  r o a d  c a n  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  w h o l e  a r e a .  
(See map of " D j a k a r t a  a n d  V i c i n i t y . " )  The l i t e r a l  m e a n i n g  
of t h e  name "Lubang Bua ja"  is " C r o c o d i l e ' s  Hole ,"  w h i c h  
sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was o n c e  a swamp l a n d .  
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E a r l y  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 1 October, a t  about  0400 
h o u r s  w h i l e  i t  w a s  s t i l l  d a r k ,  some 10-15 t r u c k s  a n d  
b u s e s  l e f t  Lubang B u a j a  a n d  b e g a n  a 3 0 - m i n u t e  d r i v e  i n t o  
D j a k a r t a .  T h e  a s s o r t m e n t  of v e h i c l e s - - a l l  of w h i c h  be- 
l o n g e d  t o  t h e  A i r  F o r c e - - c a r r i e d  4 f u l l y - a r m e d  c o m p a n i e s  
of t r o o p s :  o n e  company from t h e  spec ia l  T j a k r a b i r a w a  
P a l a c e  Guard  t h a t  g u a r d e d  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o ,  o n e  company 
from t h e  4 5 4 t h  b a t t a l i o n  of C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  o n e  company 
from t h e  5 3 0 t h  b a t t a l i o n  of E a s t  J a v a ,  a n d  o n e  company 
of the 1st I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  of t h e  5 t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Command. 
i n  v i e w  of t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  belief t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s ,  
t iamely Communist  p a r t y  members a n d  s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  p a r t i c i p -  
a t e d  i n  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  r a i d s  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes, i t  
s h o u l d  be ' e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  o n l y  r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers  
a n d  men w e a r i n g  a rmy u n i f o r m s ,  were a c t u a l l y  i n v o l v e d .  
The  t roops  were u n d e r  t h e  command of M a r i n e  L t .  D u l  A r i e f ,  
a d i r ec t  s u b o r d i n a t e  of C o l .  Un tung ,  o n e  of t h e  t h r e e  
b a t t a l i o n  Commanders of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P a l a c e  Guard  I ,  
a n d  t h e  c h o s e n  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  

A s  i t  n e a r e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t o p  
Army l e a d e r s  l i v e d ,  t h e  c a r a v a n  of t r u c k s  b r o k e  u p  i n t o  
s e v e n  s e p a r a t e  r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  s e v e n  d i f f e r -  
e n t  t a r g e t s ,  t h e  homes of s e v e n  of t h e  Army 's  s e n i o r  gen -  
e r a l s . *  A force o f  o n e  f u l l y - a r m e d  p l a t o o n  was a s s i g n e d '  
t o  h a n d l e  e a c h  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i v e  g e n e r a l s :  G e n e r a l  
S u p r a p t o ,  G e n e r a l  H a r j o n o ,  G e n e r a l  Pa rman ,  G e n e r a l  Pand-  
j a i t a n ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  S u t o j o .  S p e c i a l  forces of o n e  f u l l y -  
a rmed company e a c h  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  h o m e s  of M i n i s t e r /  
C o o r d i n a t o r  of D e f e n s e  N a s u t i o n  a n d  Army Min i s t e r /Commander  
Y a n i ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  C o n t r a r y  t o  w i d e s p r e a d  b e l i e f ,  t h e  

* A l l  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  e x c e p t  Gen. P a n d j a i t a n  l i v e d  i n  
a n  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  of D j a k a r t a  c a l l e d  Men teng .  
B e f o r e  t h e  c a r a v a n  of t r u c k s  r e a c h e d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t o w n ,  
o n e  or t w o  of t h e  t r u c k s  m u s t  h a v e  t u r n e d  off i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of K e b a j o r a n ,  w h e r e  Gen. P a n d j a i t a n  l i v e d .  As 
t h e y  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  Men teng  a r e a ,  t h e  o t h e r s  b r o k e  u p  
i n t o  s i x  s e p a r a t e  r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s  d e s t i n e d  for  t h e  homes 
of t h e  s i x  o t h e r  Army g e n e r a l s .  
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c o u p  l e a d e r s  had  n o t  i n c l u d e d  GeneTa l  S u h a F t o .  a former 
commander of t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i s i o n  ( t h e  
D i p o n e g o r o  D i v i s i o n :  a n d  t h e  t h e n  c h i e f  of t h e  a i s y ' s  
s t r a t e g i c  reserve force (KOSTRAC;, w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  
D j a k a r t a ,  i n  t h e  list of g e n e r a l s  t o  be e l i m i n a t e d  a s  
t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  a rmy .  T h e  error of n o t  s e i z i n g  
S u h a r t o ,  known as a s t r o n g  and  c a p a b l e  o f f icer  b u t  ob- 
v i o u s l y  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  and  n o t  f o r e s e e n  to  be t h e  man 
who w o u l d  q u i c k l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  t a k e  command of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  crisis h o u r s  of t h e  c o u p  *as c € r r a i n ! y  
a m a j o r  error of t h e  c o d p  p l a n n e r s .  I t  %,is a n  €:':or I n  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  of the c o u p ,  n o t  i n  its e x e c a t i o n .  S z h a r t o  
d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  f r o m  wou ld -be  k i d n a p p e r s ,  a s  d i d  S a s J t i o n .  

A t  the v a r i o u s  t a r g e t  homes, t h e  a t t a c k i n g  p a r t i e s  

- No e f fo r t  was  E V ~ T  made t o  c a p t u r e  h i m .  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  same g e n e r a l  t a c t i c s .  O n e - t h i r d  of t h e  
force s t o o d  g u a r d  o n  t h e  streets a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e ,  ,one- 
t h i r d  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  h o u s e  i t s e l f ,  a n d  o n e - t h i r d  e n t e r e d  
t h e  h o u s e  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  v i c t i m .  A member of t h e  TJak-  
r a b i r a w a  Palace Guard  t o l d  e a c h  g e n e r a l  t h a t  h e  was 
w a n t e d  b y  S u k i r n o  a t  t h e  P a l a c e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  11; is c l e a r  
from t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  o l  H a r j o n o  a n d  P a n d j a i r a n ,  
t h a t  t h e y .  a t  leas : ,  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  !hey were b e i n g  a r -  
r e s t e d  o n  o r d e r s  of t h e  P a l a c e .  H a r j o n o  e v e n  w e n t  so, 
f a r  a s  t o  c r y  out t h a t  he w a s  a b o u t  t o  be s r l r d e r e d .  When 
h e  r e s i s t ed  f u r t h e r ,  h e  w s s ,  i n  f h c t ,  the first g e n e r a l  
s h o t  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  A l i t t l e  l a r e r ,  G e n e r a l  P a c d j a i t a n  
was a l s o  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d  r e s i s t i n g  c a p t a r e .  G e n e r a l s  
S u p r a p t o ,  S G t o j o ,  a n d  P a r m a n ,  q u i c k l y  o i e r p o w e r e d ,  b l i n a -  
f o l d e d ,  w i t h  t h e i r  h a n d s  t i e d  b e h i n d  t h e l r  b a r k s ,  were 
f o r c i b l y  p u s h e d  i n t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  t r u c k s  a n d  r u s h e d  b a r k  
to Lubang  B u a j a . +  

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  l a r g e r  r a i d i n g  p a r  t i e s  were hand-  
l i n g  w h a t  was expec ted  t o  be a more d i f f i c u l t  a s s i g n m e n t  
- - t h e  c a p t u r e  of G e n e r a l s  Yan: a n d  Nas t i t l on - -whose  homes 

*For a more d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  of t h e  a c t u a l  c a p t u r e  of 

J o h n  H u g h e s ,  D a v i s  McKay Company, l n c n 7 , < p . 3 0 - 4 2 .  
-. t h e  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e i r  homes ,  see I n d o n e s i a n  t p b e a v a l  by  - 
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were n o r m a l l y  more h e a v i l y  g u a r d e d .  A t  Y a n i ' s  h o u s e ,  t h e  
a t t a c k i n g  t r o o p s  managed t o  e n g a g e  t h e  g u a r d s  i n  c o n v e r -  
s a t i o n ,  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  t h e y  had a n  u r g e n t  m e s s a g e  f o r  
Y a n i  from t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  S e e i n g  t h e i r  T j a k r a b i r a w a  u n i -  

. forms, t h e  g u a r d s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u s p e c t e d  n o t h i n g  u n t i l  t h e  
i n v a d i n g  g r o u p  was n e a r  e n o u g h  t o  o v e r p o w e r  a n d  d i s a r m  
t h e m .  Y a n i  h i m s e l f  d o e s  n o t  seem to  h a v e  d o u b t e d  t h e  
s t o r y  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w a n t e d  t o  see him a t  o n c e .  H e  m e r e l y  
a s k e d  f o r  t i m e  t o  b a t h e  a n d  dress. However ,  when h e  was 
t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  t i m e  fo r  t h a t ,  h e  a p p a r e n t l y  be- 
came a n g r y  a n d  s t r u c k  o n e  of t h e  men. T h e r e u p o n ,  t h e y  
o p e n e d  f i r e  o n  him.  L i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  h i s  b o d y  was car -  
r i e d  o u t  of t h e  h o u s e ,  p u t  a b o a r d  a t r u c k ,  a n d  t a k e n  b a c k  

- t o  Lubang B u a j a .  

The  a t t a c k  o n  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n ' s  h o u s e  was on  t h e  
l a r g e s t  s c a l e  of a l l ,  a l t o g e t h e r ,  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  men 
were i n v o l v e d .  T h a t  G e n e r a l  Nasut ion- -who was i n  the 
h o u s e  a t  t h e  t ime- -cou ld  h a v e  e s c a p e d  from s u c h  a n  ambush ,  
w i t h  60-70 s o l d i e r s  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i s  home a n d  a n o t h e r  20- 
30 s e a r c h i n g  t h e  h o u s e ,  seems a l m o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e .  I t  
was  o n e  of t h o s e  t w i s t s  of f a t e  t h a t  a l l  b u t  r e - s h a p e  
h i s t o r y .  T h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of 
t h e  c o u p ,  i t  was  t o  p r o v e  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  a major 
d i s a s t e r  for t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s .  .t 

I n  p a r t ,  i t  w a s  d u e  t o  m i s t a k e n  i d e n t i t y .  Awakened 
by t h e  commot ion  o u t s i d e ,  t h e  N a s u t i o n s  h a d  q u i c k l y  d e -  
t e r m i n e d  t h a t  someone  was  t r y i n g  t o  k i d n a p  G e n e r a l  Nasu- 
t i o n .  They  l o c k e d  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e i r  f i r s t - f l o o r  bedroom 
a n d ,  w h i l e  t h e  t r o o p s  o u t s i d e  were s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  d o o r ,  M r s .  N a s u t i o n  q u i c k l y  l e d  h e r  h u s b a n d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  n e x t  r o o m ,  down a c o r r i d o r  a n d  o u t  a s i d e  e n t r a n c e  
n e a r  t h e  w a l l  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  of t h e  I r a q i  Ambas- 
s a d o r .  I n  N a s u t i o n ' s  own w o r d s :  - 

I c l i m b e d  t h e  w a l l  a n d  f r o m  t h e  t o p  of t h e  w a l l  
I first saw t h a t  my d a u g h t e r  I rma  h a d  b e e n  s h o t  
i n  t h e  back. I was  g o i n g  t o  come b a c k  t o  face 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  had  d o n e  i t ,  b u t  my w i f e  
p r e v e n t e d  m e ,  i m p l o r i n g  m e  t o  s a v e  m y s e l f .  
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The road horn Halim to Djakarta, the route travelled by the 
raiding parties on their mission to kidnap the generals 

.. 
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“...they shall not have died in vaia” 

General Yani General Suprapto 

General Harjono Cener i  Sutojo General Pandjaitan 



I t  l a t e r  was d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  my h o d s e  w a s  
c l o s e l y  s u r r o u n d e d .  T h e  p e r s o n  g u a r d i n g  the 
w a l l  was  o n l y  a f e w  meters away ,  b u t  1 n a s  
p ro tec ted  from h i s  v i e w  by  a d e n s e  g r o w t h  
of v e g e t a t i o n  n e a r  t h e  w a l l .  A t  t h e  moment 
I j u m p e d  from t h e  w a l l  I was f i r e d  a t  by t h e  
T j a k r a b i r a w a  troops who were g u a r d i n g  t h e  
s i d e  of t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t .  . n o n e  of t h e i r  b u l -  
l e t s  s t r u c k  m e .  I h e a r d  t h e  men who  were 
s h o o t i n g  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e ,  'Someone 
e s c a p e d  a t  t h i s  s i d e .  H e  w a s n ' t  h i t . . '  

After j u m p i n g  from the wall 1' h i d  b e h i n d  a 
water b a r r e l  i n  t h e  y a r d  of t h e  I r a q i  ambas-  
s a d o r  ' s h o u s e .  * W h i l e  h i d i n g  t h e r e  i t hougk t 
t o  m y s e l f ,  'Why is t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  s t a g i n g  
t h i s  r a i d  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  m e ?  T h e  T j a k -  
r a b i r a w a  is t h e  pa l ace  h o n o r  g u a r d  of t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  .... P e r h a p s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  l i s t e n e d  
t o  s l a n d e r  a n d  ordered t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  t r o o p s  

,, 

* I n  j u m p i n g  t h e  w a l l  b e t w e e n  h i s  h o u s e  a n d  t h a t  of 
t h e  I r a q i  a m b a s s a d o r  n e x t  cjoor, N a s u t i o n  b r o k e  h i s  a n k l e .  
To some degree, h i s  b r o k e n  a n k l e  was p r o b a b l y  r e s p o n s i b l E  
f o r  h i s  r e m o v a l  from t h e  s c e n e  i n  t h e  d a y s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h  of h i s  
d a u g h t e r  as  a r e s u l t  of t h e  wounds  s h e  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  r a i d  o n  N a s u t i o n ' s  home o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of' 1 O c t o b e r  
was t h e  main t h i n g  t h a t  p r e o c c u p i e d  N a s a t i o n  for w e e k s  
a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  p i c t u r e  of N a s u t i o n  h o b b l i n g  a r o u n d  
on c r u t c h e s  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  of t h e  s l a i n  g e n e r a l s  o n  5 
October a n d  t h e  f u n e r a l  of h i s  owin d a t l g h t e r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  
l a t e r  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  be f o r g o t t e n  by  m o s t  I n d o n e s i a n s .  

- 5- 



t o  shoot m e  i n  my own h o u s e  w i t h o u t  a h e a r -  
i n g ! '  I knew t h a t  I r e p e a t e d l y  had b e e n  
s l a n d e r e d  i n  u n t r u e  r e p o r t s  r e c e i v e d  by  t h e  
Pres i d e n  t . 
I t h o u g h t  of t r y i n g  t o  ge t  t o  t h e  h o u s e  of 
D e p u t y  Prime M i n i s t e r  L e i m e n a ,  w h i c h  was 
n e a r b y  (across t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  h o u s e  
w h e r e  I was h i d i n g ) .  I b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  
w o u l d  n o t  b e t r a y  m e  i f  I a s k e d  for h e l p  i n  
c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  a s k i n g  why 
t h e  Pa lace  h a d  o r d e r e d  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  
t roops  t o  s h o o t  m e  i n  my own h o u s e .  I g a v e  
u p  t h i s  i d e a  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  I w o u l d  
h a v e  t o  go o u t  o n  Teuku  U m a r  S t reet  t o  
r e a c h  Pak  L e i m e n a ' s  h o u s e .  I knew t h a t  t h e  
s t reet  c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  be c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  
T j a k r a b i r a w a .  I d e c i d e d  t o  r e m a i n  h i d d e n  
a n d  w a i t  f o r  m o r n i n g  a n d  t h e  c h a n c e  t h a t  
h e l p  wou ld  come from my own t r o o p s .  

1. 

... Wior  to  t h e  1 O c t o b e r  1965 i n c i d e n t  I 
had  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a t  my h o u s e ,  i n  e i t h e r  a n  
o f f i c i a l  or u n o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ,  r epor t s  
or i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  a n  i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  .. 
t y p e  wou ld  o c c u r . .  .My e s c a p e  w a s  n o t  d u e  t o  
a n y  f o r e k n o w l e d g e  I had  of t h e  ( c o u p )  p l a n s .  
I t  was d u e  s o l e l y  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  pro-  
t e c t i o n  of A l m i g h t y  God a n d  t h e  h e l p  of my 
w i f e  t h a t  I e s c a p e d  a b d u c t i o n  a n d  m u r d e r .  

I n s i d e  N a s u t i o n ' s  h o u s e ,  c o n f u s i o n  r e i g n e d .  Clutch- 
i n g  her b l e e d i n g  c h i l d  i n  h e r  arms, h l r s .  N a s u t i o n  h u r r i e d  
t o  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  t o  c a l l  a d o c t o r .  A f e w  moments  l a t e r ,  
s h e  w a s  n o t  p r e v e n t e d  from d r i v i n g  away from t h e  h o u s e  
w i t h  h e r  wounded d a u g h t e r  a n d  a s e r v a n t  t o  t h e  Army Hospi- 
t a l .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  
l a r g e  h o u s e .  By t h i s  time, N a s u t i o n ' s  a d j u t a n t ,  Lt. 
Pierre T e n d e a n ,  a man of t h e  same g e n e r a l  b u i l d  a n d  ap -  
p e a r a n c e  a s  N a s u t i o n ,  t h o u g h  much y o u n g e r ,  h a d  had  t i m e  
t o  p u t  o n  h i s  c h i e f ' s  u n i f o r m - j a c k e t  a n d  c a p .  H e  w e n t  
o u t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  p a v i l i o n  t o  meet t h e  a t t a c k e r s .  T h e  
d e t a i l  commander s a i d :  " G e n e r a l  K a s u t i o n ? "  T e n d e a n  
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General Nasution 
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General Nasution and Mrs. Nasution with their daughter Irma (far left), 
who was fatally wounded during the raid on Nasution’s home 

1. 



r e p l i e d  w i t h  a c u r t  " Y e s .  What is it?" H e  was immedi- 
a t e l y  o v e r p o w e r e d  and  b u n d l e d  i n t o  a t r u c k ,  a n d ' t h e  con-  
voy  s e t  o f f  f o r  Lubang B u a j a .  I t  was j u s t  5 : O O  a.m. 

T h e r e  is one f i n a l  d e t a i l  a b o u t  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  
r a i d s  t h a t  s h o u l d  be c l a r i f i e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  
c o n f u s i o n  Qn t h e  p o i n t .  I t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  s u p p o s e d  a t t a c k  
o n  D e p u t y  Prime M i n i s t e r  L e i m e n a ' s  h o u s e .  When t h e  r a i d -  
i n g  p a r t y  a r r i v e d  a t  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n ' s  home, t h e  t r o o p s  
first moved t o  d i s a r m  a n y  armed g u a r d s  ( a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
homes of c e r t a i n  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s )  o n  t h e  s t reet .  
I t  so happened  t h a t  L e i m e n a ' s  h o u s e ,  t w o  doors down and  

- across t h e  s t r e e t  from N a s u t i o n ' s  home, h a d  a t h r e e - m a n  
g u a r d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  of h i s  s t a t u s  of S e c o n d  D e p u t y  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r .  One of t h e  g u a r d s  came down t h e  s t reet  a n d  
w a s  s h o t  by  m i s t a k e .  H i s  was t h e  o n l y  d e a t h  o t h e r  t h a n  
those of t h e  g e n e r a l s  a n d  L t .  T e n d e a n  t o  r e s u l t  from t h e  
c o u p  a c t i o n  i n  D j a k a r t a  t h a t  d a y .  N o  a t t e m p t  was nlade 
t o  e n t e r  L e i m e n a ' s  h o u s e  or t o  t r o u b l e  h i m  f u r t h e r .  The  
o n l y  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  g u a r d s  a t  h i s  h o u s e  
from c o m i n g  t o  t h e  r e s c u e  of N a s u t i o n .  No d o u b t ,  b e c a u s e  
of t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  p o l i c e m a n  g u a r d i n g  L e i m e n a ' s  h o u s e  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  r e c e i v e d  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  p e r h a p s  g rea te r  a t -  
t e n t i o n  t h a n  some of t h e  o t h e r  r a i d s  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  
homes. I t  was  assumed t h a t  Le imena  had  b e e n  a m a j o r '  
t a r g e t  of t h e  coup. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  t a r g e t s  were t h e  s e v e n  
army g e n e r a l s ;  n o  o n e  e l se .  The  k i l l i n g  of L e i m e n a ' s  
g u a r d  w a s  p u r e l y  a c c i d e n t a l .  

S u h a r t o  T a k e s  Command of t h e  Army 

B e s i d e s  t h e  h e r o i s m  of L t .  T e n d e a n  i n  p o s i n g  a s  
G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n ,  t h e r e b y  h e l p i n g  t o  s a v e  t h e  l i f e  of 
h i s  chief a t  t h e  l o s s  of h i s  own, a n d  t h e  c a l m  p r e s e n c e  
of mind of Mrs. N a s u t i o n  i n  a crisis s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  was 
t h e  q u i c k  t h i n k i n g  of a n o t h e r  member of t h e  N a s u t i o n  
h o u s e h o l d  t h a t  f r u s t r a t e d  t h e  coup p l a n s  fo r  a f a i t  
a c c o m p l i - - t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  t o p  a rmy  l e a d e r s h i p - -  

- 
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before t h e . a r m y  c o u l d  r eac t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g g e r i n g  blow. 
Namdan, a n  a i d e  of N a s u t i o n ,  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  D j a k a r t a  gar-  
r i s o n  commander Major G e n e r a l  U m a r  W i r a h a d i k u s u m a h ,  o n  
the s p e c i a l  KOTI c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  s o m e t i m e  a r o u n d  
0515 h o u r s .  G e n e r a l  U m a r  w e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  N a s u t i o n ' s  h o u s e ,  
a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  a b o u t  0530 h o u r s ;  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  f i v e  
t a n k s  h e  had ordered a l s o  a r r i v e d .  As t h e  v e h i c l e s  of 
t h e  r a i d i n g  p a r t y  had b e e n  s e e n  t o  W 8  off i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of Bogor, G e n e r a l  U m a r  ordered a p u r s u i t  b y  t h e  t a n k s  i n  
c h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  e f fo r t  was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a s  t h e  t a n k s  were u n a b l e  t o  c a t c h  s i g h t  of a n y  of t h e  
f l e e i n g  t r u c k s  or b u s e s .  

- .., -,.. 

N a s u t i o n ,  still  i n  h i d i n g  n e x t  door i n  t h e  y a r d  
of t h e  I raq i  Ambassador's h o u s e ,  h e a r d  t h e  commot ion  of 
t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  men a n d  t a n k s  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  U m a r ,  b u t  
u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  who it was, h e  dared n o t  come o u t  of h i d -  
i n g .  N o t  u n t i l  a b o u t  0630 h o u r s  when he  saw C o l ,  H i d a j a t  
W i r a s o n d j a j a ,  t h e  commander of t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d e t a c h -  
m e n t  of t h e  Armed Forces S t a f f ,  n e a r  t h e  w a l l  d i d  h e  ven-  
t u r e  t o  r e v e a l  h i m s e l f  t o  a n y o n e .  T h e  c o l o n e l ,  o n e  of 
N a s u t i o n ' s  a d j u t a n t s ,  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  a c c o m p a n i e d  
N a s u t i o n ,  c o n c e a l e d  o n  t h e  f l oo r  of t h e  c a r ,  t o  a s a f e  
place n o t  f a r  from KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

how h e  first l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  r a i d s  t h a t  m o r n i n g  a n d  
w h a t  a c t i o n s  he  t o o k  a s  t h e  s e n i o r  s u r v i v i n g  g e n e r a l  of 
t h e  army ( e x c e p t  for  N a s u t i o n ,  w h o s e  w h e r e a b o u t s  were 
s t i l l  unknown) .  About  0530 h o u r s ,  a n e i g h b o r  of S u h a r t o  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  home t o  i n f o r m  him t h a t  shoot- 
i n g  had b e e n  heard down t h e  s t r ee t .  ( S u h a r t o  was head 
of t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  was c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
law a n d  o r d e r  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ;  members were r e s p o n -  
s i b l e  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  a n y t h i n g  u n u s u a l  t h a t  t h e y  saw or 
h e a r d  t o  t h e  head  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n . )  S h o r t l y  t h e r e -  
a f t e r ,  S u h a r t o  r e c e i v e d  a message from G e n e r a l  U m a r  t h a t  
a number  of Army g e n e r a l s  had  b e e n  a b d u c t e d  b y  unknown 
par t ies .  T h e r e  was n o  i n f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  f a t e  of the 
g e n e r a l s ,  and  it was i n c o r r e c t l y  reported t h a t  D e p u t y  
Prime M i n i s t e r  Le imena  had a l s o  b e e n  t a k e n .  

. 
G e n e r a l  S u h a r t o  h a s  g i v e n  a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  of 
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S u h a r t o  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e .  I n  h i s  own w o r d s :  

....: 

I c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  (of t h e  Army) 
was p a r a l y z e d .  I knew t h a t  w i t h o u t  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  t h i n g s  wou ld  become e v e n  more c o n f u s e d .  
I was t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i ce r  i n  t h e  Army a f t e r  t h e  
Commander..of t h e  Army ( Y a n i )  a n d  w a s  o r d i n a r i l y  
d e s i g n a t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  h i m  when h e  w e n t  
a b r o a d . .  . I  d e c i d e d  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  t h a t  
I wou ld  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Army 
u n t i l  s o m e t h i n g  w a s  l e a r n e d  of t h e  f a t e  of Its 
commander.  

A s  my d r i v e r  had n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d ,  I drove a 
j e e p  t o  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s  m y s e l f ,  a r r i v i n g  
t h e r e  b e t w e e n  0630 a n d  0700 h o u r s  .... S o o n  
G e n e r a l  U m a r  a r r i v e d  a n d  was a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  
clearer i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  . . .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had  g o n e  t o  s e v e r a l  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s '  homes * a n d  t h e n  t o  t h e  Pa lace  b u t  
w a s  u n a b l e  t o  meet w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  H e  
d i d  see G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  a t  t h e  Palace, how- 
e v e r ,  w h i c h  s u r p r i s e d  m e ,  s i n c e  I d i a  n o t  
know h e  w a s  i n  D j a k a r t a . *  

I t o l d  G e n e r a l  U m a r  t h a t  I was r a k i n g  o v e r  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Army; h e  a g r e e d .  I 
i s s u e d  my first o r d e r  t o  h i m ,  w h i c h  w a s  t ! j d t  

a l l  t r o o p s  be p l a c e d  on  s t a n d - b y  b u t  Lha t  
t h e y  n o t  be a l l o w e d  t o  go o u t  e x c e p t  o n  my 
o r d e r s .  T h i s  was d o n e  b e c a u s e  w e  d i d  n o r  
know who was  f r i e n d  and  foe ... a n d  w e  w a n t e d  
t o  a v o i d  s h o o t i n g  u n t i l  w e  knew. 

*As Commander of t h e  4 t h  Combat Command of K O F R A D  i n  
West B o r n e o ,  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  s h o u l d  h a v e  been a t  h i s  
pos t  n e a r  Mangga ian  i n  West B o r n e o .  S u h a r t o  w o u l d  h a v e  
known t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  D j a k a r t a  i f  h e  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  for  
p r o p e r  r e a s o n s - - e i t h e r  o f f i c i a l  o r  p e r s o n a l .  H i s  p r e s e i ? ? ?  - 
i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  unknown to  S u h a r t o ,  w a s  t h u s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
s u s p i c i o u s .  
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T h e  Show of Force i n  D j a k a r t a  

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  t h e  r a i d s  o n  t h e  h o m e s  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s ,  t h e  c o u p  forces had  f a n n e d  o u t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of D j a k a r t a ,  s e i z i n g  c o n t r o l  of t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  i n s t a l -  
l a t i o n s ,  a b o v e  a l l  t h e  Palace a n d  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n , *  The  
troops u s e d  i n  t h i s  p h a s e  of t h e  c o u p  were those of t h e  
4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a n d  t h e  5 3 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  m i n u s  t h e  o n e  
company from e a c h  t h a t  had  b e e n  s e n t  o n  t h e  r a i d i n g  mis- 
s i o n s .  T h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  m u s t e r e d  a b o u t  1 ,000 men e a c h ,  
As i n  t h e  case of t h e  a rmy  u n i t s  a s s i g n e d  t o  k i d n a p  t h e  
g e n e r a l s ,  t h e s e  t r o o p s  were d r e s s e d  i n  r e g u l a r  a rmy  u n i -  
form a n d  a r m e d .  T h e r e  were n o  c i v i l i a n s ,  a r m e d  or u n a r m e d ,  
among t h e m ,  a s  f a r  a s  w e  know, 

By 0600 h o u r s  componen t  u n i t s  of t h e s e  t w o  b a t t a -  
l i o n s  were s t a t i o n e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  a r o u n d  Merdeka  
S q u a r e ,  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  P a l a c e ,  a n d  a r o u n d  
t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  G e n e r a l  ilmar had  s e e n  t h e  t roops  o n  
h l s  d r i v e  t o  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s  to r e p o r t  t o  G e n e r a l  
S u h a r t o .  H e  was a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  them a s  e l e m e n t s  of 
t h e  454th a n d  5 3 0 t h  b a t t a l i o n s ,  w h i c h  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  
D j a k a r t a  o n l y  two d a y s  p r e v i o u s l y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  
Armed Forces Day p a r a d e  o n  5 O c t o b e r .  S i n c e  S u h a r t o  k n e d  
t h a t  t h e s e  t r o o p s  were t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  a r e h e a r s a l  
f o r  t h e  p a r a d e  t h a t  v e r y  m o r n i n g  a n d  t h u s  s h o u l d  n o t  
h a v e  b e e n  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e ,  h e  c o u l d  c a l c u l a t e  t h a t  h e  

*The  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  P a l a c e ,  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  
a r o u n d  o n e  l a r g e  s q u a r e ,  Merdeka S q u a r e ,  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of D j a k a r t a  made i t  a r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  seize c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  v i t a l  o b j e c t i v e s  of a n y  c o u p  , 

a t tempt .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  D j a k a r t a  was t h e  i d e a l  c i t y  for 
a c o u p .  A l l  of t h e  c o u p  forces, e x c e p t  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  r a i d s  o n  the g e n e r a l s .  homes ,  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  
ar 'ound Merdeka  S q u a r e .  (See t h e  i n s e r t  of Merdeka  S q u a r e  
o n  t h e  map of D j a k a r t a  a n d  v i c i n i t y . )  
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w a s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a n  enemy t h a t  had  c o n t r o l  of a t  l e a s t  
two m a i n  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  A r m y  a n d  a t  l e a s t  
p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r - s e r v i c e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  u n i t  t h a t  was 
S u k a r n o ' s  s p e c i a l  g u a r d .  What was u n c l e a r  was j u s t  w h o  
was g i v i n g  t h e  orders t o  t h e s e  u n i t s .  

T h e  C e n t r a l  Command i n  D j a k a r t a  

A l t h o u g h  S u h a r t o  d i d  n o t  know i t ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mand of t h e  c o u p  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  i n  the A e r i a l  
S u r v e y  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  PEKAS f i l m  s t u d i o ,  
on t h e  main road from D j a k a r t a  t o  Bogor. S i t u a t e d  n e a r  
t h e  j u n c t u r e  of t h e  D j a k a r t a - B o g o r  Highway a n d  t h e  r o a d  
i n t o  H a l i m ,  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  o f f i c e  was o n l y  a f e w  m i l e s  
from S u h a r t o ' s  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h e  f i v e  men who 
comprised t h e  Command had  b e e n  t h e r e  most of t h e  n i g n t ,  
h a v i n g  moved there- f rom L-ubang B u a j a  w h e r e  t h e )  had  i n -  
s p e c t e d  t h e  troops sometime a r o u n d  m i d n i g h t . '  Of these  
f i v e  men S u h a r t o  wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  p e r s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d  
w i t h  t h r e e  of them-- the  t h r e e  who were i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  
H e  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  h e a r d  of t h e  other t w o - - t h e  two 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  g r o u p .  

1. L t .  C o l .  Un tung ,  aged 4 0 ,  w a s  a b a t t a l i o n  com- 
mander  of t h e  s p e c i a l  T j a k r a b i r a w a  Honor  Guard  t h a t  g u a r a e d  
P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o .  S e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  J o b ,  h e  had  
commanded t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  D i p o n e g o r o  D i v i s ; . o n  
( t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i s i o n )  u n t i l  a few montl-5 
before t h e  c o u p .  A l t h o u g h  l i m i t e d  i n  some r e s p e c t s  and 
p o l i t i c a l l y  n a i v e ,  h e  was  w e l l - t h o u g h t  of a s  a m i l i t a r y  
o f f icer  a n d  was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be o n  h i s  way u p  i n  t h e  
Army. 

*One of t h e  men who composed t h e  C e n t r a l  Command, A i r  
Force Major S u j o n o ,  h a d  n o t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Aerial  S u r v e y  

. O f f i c e  u n t i l  0630 h o u r s ;  t h e  o t h e r s  h a d  come s e v e r a l  
-_ h o u r s  e a r l i e r ,  as s o o n  a s  t h e y  h a d  c o m p l e r e d  t h e i r  re- 

view of t h e  troops a t  Lubang B u a j a .  
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2. A i r  Force Kajor S u j o n o ,  a g e d  4 5 ,  was  R e g i m e n t a l  
Commander,  A i r  B a s e  D e f e n s e  T r o o p s  (PPP)  i n  command of 
t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  g u a r d  H a l i m  A i r  Force 
B a s e ,  a m a j o r  a i r  base some s e v e n  m i l e s  d i s t a n t  from 
D j a k a r t a .  

3. C o l .  L a t i e f  w a s  Commander of t h e  1st I n f a n t r y  
B r i g a d e  of t h e  5 t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Command, a post  w h i c h  i n -  
v o l v e d  c o n t r o l  of a number of t h e  mobile b a t t a l i o n s  i n  
D j a k a r t a .  

4 .  S j a m ,  a g e d  42, was a man w h o s e  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  
-was  known t o  o n l y  a v e r y  f e w  people. The  m i l i t a r y  of- 
f i c e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  knew him o n l y  a s  Sjam--one 
of h i s  s e v e r a l  a l i a s e s .  T h e y  a l l  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
he  s p o k e  f o r  t h e  Communist  P a r t y  of I n d o n e s i a  ( P K I ) ,  w i t h -  
uirt a s k i n g  too many q u e s t i o n s .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  seem t o  
h a v e  had some i d e a  ( w h e t h e r  t h e y  knew f o r  s u r e  or n o t ) ,  
t h a t  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  A i d i t ,  t h e  C h a i r m a n  of t h e  PKI per- 
s o n a l l  y .  * 

Sjam's  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  P K I  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n  h a v e  now b e e n  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  ( I t  m u s t  
be r emembered  t h a t  w e  now know more a b o u t  t h e  secre t  
p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PKI before t h e  c o u p  t h a n  w e  A 

h a v e  e v e r  known a b o u t  m o s t  o t h e r  Communist  p a r t i e s .  Be- 
f o r e  t h e  c o u p ,  o n l y  a f e w  of t h e  most t r u s t e d  members 
of t h e  PKI i tsel f  wou ld  h a v e  known of t h e  secret  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  S jam h e a d e d ,  and  e v e n  fewer w o u l d  h a v e  known t h e  
i d e n t i t y  of t h e  man who r a n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n . )  S j a m ' s  
r e a l  namewas Kamarusaman B i n  Achmad Muba idah ,  a n d  h e  was 

* A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  U n t u n g  t e s t i f i ed :  "I t  is t rue  t h a t  Sjam 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was a f r i e n d  of A i d i t ;  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  
h e  s a i d  h e  was a m e s s e n g e r  from A i d i t ,  who had  ordered 
him t o  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g s  i n  order t o  be i n  on  t h e  p l a n -  
n i n g  of t h e  30 September Movement.  W h e t h e r  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  
t o  be t r u e  or n o t ,  I d i d  n o t  know. My u n d e r s t a n d i n g  was 
T h a t  h e  was  s i m p l y  from t h e  PKI." A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u j o n o  a n d  
L a t i e f  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  had  t h e  same v a g u e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of w h o  S jam r e a l l y  w a s .  
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t h e  C h i e f  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  of t h e  P K I - - t h e  c l a n d e s t i n e  
arm of the PKI. E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a s p e c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  f o r  
h a n d l i n g  t hose  m a t t e r s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  o v e r t  PKI o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  
was p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s ,  i n  par -  
t i c u l a r  PKI p e n e t r a t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n .  Among t h o s e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w h o m  t h e  S p e c i a l  
B u r e a u  "managed" were A i r  Force C h i e f  of S t a f f  Omar D a n i ,  
B r i g .  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o ,  Col. U n t u n g ,  C o l .  L a t i e f ,  a n d  
Air Force Major S u j o n o .  * ( A p p a r e n t l y ,  Sjam p e r s o n a l l y  
' 'managed'' B r i g .  Gen. S u p a r d j o ,  w h i l e  t h e  othefrs were 
"managed" by  s u b o r d i n a t e s  of h i s  i n  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u . )  
I n  its o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  B u r e a u  was  a p p a r e n t l y  e n t i r e l y  f ree  
of t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  d i r ec t  
c o n t a c t  o n l y  w i t h  A i d i t .  

5. P o n o ,  w h o s e  r e a l  name was M a r s u d i d j o j o ,  was 
a s u b o r d i n a t e  of Sjam a s  t h e  s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  member\,of t h e  
PKI ' s  S p e c i a l  B u r e a Q .  H i s  j ob  was t o  "manage" P K I  c o n -  
t a c t s  i n  t h e  1st I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  of t h e  5 t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  
Command ( L a t i e f ' s  b r i g a d e ) ,  t h e  PPP u n i t s  g u a r d i n g  A i r  
Force i n s t a l l a t i o n s  (hlaj. S u j o n o ' s  r e g i m e n t )  , t h e  T j a k -  
r a b i r a w a  P a l a c e  G u a r d ,  a n d  t h e  D j a k a r t a  M i l i t a r y  Po l i ce .  

* T h e s e  men were n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  Communis t  ( i n  t h e  s e n s e  
of b e i n g  Communist  p a r t y  members) b e c a u s e  t h e y  had  r e g u l a r  
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  PKI p e r s o n s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  T h e y  a l l  d e n y  b e i n g  C o m m u n i s t s  a n d  t h a t  
may w e l l  be t r u e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  is a l s o  poss ib le  t h a t  o n e  
o r  t w o - - l i k e  D a n i  or S u p a r d j o  or  Untung--were "sleepers." 
T h e r e  a r e  some r e p o r t s  t h a t  Un tung  a n d  D a n i  were secre t  
p a r t y  members. b u t  there  is n o  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
t h i s  was t r u e .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e y  were p ro -Communis t ,  a n d ,  
b e i n g  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  i ts  a i m s ,  t h e y  were 
a b l e  t o  be u s e d  b y  t h e  PKI f o r . i t s  own p u r p o s e s .  The PKI 
"managed" them i n  t h e  s e n s e '  of d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  
a n d  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a l o n g  c e r t a i n  l i n e s .  I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
t h e  c o u p  u n d e r  PKI d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e y  were i n  f a c t  a g e n t s  
of t h e  PKI, w h e t h e r  t h e y  chose t o  l o o k  a t  i t  t h a t  way or  

-. n o t .  

-13- 



Pono  p e r s o n a l l y  "managed" b o t h  L a t i e f  a n d  S u j o n o .  * 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f i v e  men of t h e  C e n t r a l  Command 
whom w e  know were a t  t h e  Aer i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
from t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  h o u r s ,  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  a r r i v e d  
t h e r e  a b o u t  0400 h o u r s  w h i l e  i t  was s t i l l  d a r k ;  h e ,  too, 
had  v i s i t e d  L u b a n g  B u a j a  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  n i g h t .  As com- 
m a n d e r  of t h e  4 t h  Combat Command of KOSTRAD i n  West 
B o r n e o ,  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a t  h i s  post 
n e a r  Mangga ion  i n  West B o r n e o .  He had  n o  o f f i c i a l  r e a s o n  
t o  be i n  D j a k a r t a ,  and h e  had n o t  r e p o r t e d  h i s  p r e s e n c e  
there t o  Army Commander Y a n i  or KOSTRAD Commander S u h a r t o  
A s  we s h a l l  see  l a t e r ,  o n l y  a f e w  p e r s o n s - - i n t . l u d i n g  
P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  a n d  C h i e f  of t h e  A i r  Force Dani--knew 
t h a t  h e  had  a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  28 September, o s t e n -  
s i b l y  t o  v i s i t  his sick d a u g h t e r .  I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
e v e n t s  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 1 O c t o b e r ,  h e  had  b e e n  g i v e n  
t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  
p u r p o s e  of i n f o r m i n g  h i m  of t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
c a r r i e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  a n d l o r  t a k i n g  h im to  
H a l i m  Air Force B a s e ,  w h e r e  a s a f e  p l ace  had b e e n  prepared 

,, 

*The t h i r d - r a n k i n g  member of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u - - Y a l u j o  
( w h o s e  r e a l  name is S u b o n o )  h a d  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  of "manag- 
i n g "  PKI c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  A i r  Force ( e x c 1 u d i r . g  t h e  A i r  
Force PPP t r o o p s  t h a t  g u a r d e d  A i r  Force i n s t a l l a t i o n s )  
a n d  t h e  Pa lace  Guard .  T h u s ,  h e  was t h e  PKI c o n t a c t  man 
f o r  Omar D a n i ,  U n t u n g ,  G e n e r a l  Pranoto ,  a n d  o thers .  He 
was n o t  a member of t h e  f i v e - m a n  C e n t r a l  Command of the 
c o u p ,  h o w e v e r ;  i n  f a c t ,  h e  is n o t  known t o  h a v e  p l a y e d  
a n y  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p  or i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  for  I t ;  h i s  o n l y  
known i n v o l v e m e n t  was h i s  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  29 S e p t e m b e r  
m e e t i n g  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Command t h a t  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
l a s t - m i n u t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for t h e  c o u p .  

Spec ia l  B u r e a u ,  Un tung  had n o t  met e i t h e r  Sjam or Pono 
before September 1965, when t h e  p l a n n i n g  for t h e  c o u p  got  
u n d e r w a y .  H e  seems t o  h a v e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e s e  'men were a l l  close a s s o c i a t e s  of A i d i t ,  however .  
AX h i s  t r i a l ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Pono w a s  "also a buddy  of 
A i d i t ,  j u s t  a s  Sjam was." 

S i n c e  W a l u j o  had b.een U n t u n g ' s  c o n t a c t  man from t h e  
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f o r  him. T h e r e  is r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  a c t u a l l y  
i n t e n d e d  t o  accompany S u k a r n o  t o  H a l i m ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  coup 
l e a d e r s  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  e x p l a i n  S u p a r d j o ' s  m i s s i o n  a s  
s i m p l y  t h a t  of i n f o r m i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c o u p  a c t i o n  
t h a  t morn  i ng . 

O r i g i n a l l y ,  Police C o m m i s s i o n e r  Anwas a n d  A i r  Force 
Col. Heru  were t o  accompany S u p a r d j o  i n  t h e  p a r t y  t o  i n -  
form S u k a r n o ,  a n d  t h e y  were t o  awai t  word  from Lubang  
B u a j a  t h a t  a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s  had  b e e n  t a k e n  c a p t i v e .  How- 
e v e r ,  Anwas d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  
a n d ,  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  S u p a r d j o  l e f t  before t h e  C e n t r a l  

- Command had  r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from Lubang  B u a j a . *  The, 
commanders  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  a n d  530th b a t t a l i o n s - - M a j o r  Su- 
k i r n o  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  a n d  M a j o r  Bambang S u p e n o  of t h e  5 3 0 t h - -  
had  j u s t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Aerial  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  t o  r e p o r t  
on  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  s e c u r i n g  of t h e  Pa lace  a n d  t h e  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n ,  and  i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  go w i t 9  Gen- 
e r a l  S u p a r d j o  a n d  C o l .  Heru  t o  see S u k a r n o .  T h e  de ' lega-  
t i o n  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Palace a r o u n d  0630 h o u r s .  

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of S u k a r n o ' s  
ac t ions  t h a t  d a y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  
source of t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  
had  or had n o t  b e e n  c a p t u r e d ,  t h a t  o n e  k e e p  i n  mind  trhat 
S u p a r d j o  l e f t  o n  h i s  m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  P a l a c e  u n d e r  t h e  i m -  
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  r a i d s  h a d  i n d e e d  b e e n  a s u c -  
cess.  H e  was n o t  t o  l e a r n  o therwise  u n t i l  some h o u r s  
l a t e r ,  when he f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  b a c k  a t  H a l i m  A i r  Force 
B a s e  a n d  a f t e r  h e  had  s e e n  S u k a r n o .  

* I n  comment ing  o n  t h e  c h a n g e  of p l a n s ,  S u p a r d j o  h a s  
s a i d  s i m p l y :  " I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a f t e r  
t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  G e n e r a l  Parman h a d  b e e n  s e c u r e d  was re- 
c e i v e d " - - w i t h o u t  e x p l a i n i n g  .why i t  was d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  
w a i t  f o r  word a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  
c o u p  g r o u p  w a s  c o n f i d e n t  of s u c c e s s .  And i t  may be t h a t  
t i m e  was p r e s s i n g ,  a n d  t h e y  were a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  S u k a r n o  
s a f e l y  i n  t h e i r  c u s t o d y .  -_ 
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S u k a r n o  Hears t h e  N e w s  

T h e  exac t  w h e r e a b o u t s  of P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  a n d  h i s  
- a c t i o n s  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  h a v e  b e e n  f a i r l y  w e l l  e s t ab -  
l i s h e d  by a v a r i e t y  of s o u r c e s .  On t h e  e v e n i n g  of 30 
S e p t e m b e r ,  S u k a r n o  h a d  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  
of T e c h n i c i a n s  a t  t h e  S e n a j a n  S p o r t s  S t a d i u m  i n  D j a k a r t a .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  sometime a r o u n d  
2300 h o u r s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  h e  s u d d e n l y  l e f t  a g a i n  
t o  s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t  a t  h i s  w i f e  D e w i ' s  home, a c c o m p a n i e d  

. o: : ly  b) his p e r s o n a l  b o d y g u a r d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  D e w i ,  S u k a r n o  
% d S  f u r i o u s  upon  a r r i v i n g  a t  h e r  h o u s e  t o  f i n d  t h a t  s h e  
had  n o t  y e t  r e t u r n e d  home from a p a r t y  a t  t h e  Hotel  I n d o -  
n e s i a .  H e  s e n t  a m e s s a g e  fo r  h e r  t o  r e t u r n  home immedi-  
a t e l y .  

S u k a r n o  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  D e w i ' s  h o u s e ,  a r i s i p g  
I t  seems q u i t e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a s  w a s  h i s  c u s t o m .  

c l e a r  t h a t  h e  f u l l y  e x p e c t e d  to  be back a t  t h e  Palace be- 
fore  a n y o n e  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  see him t h a t  m o r n i n g .  A t  0600 
h o u r s ,  he  was e n r o u t e  t o  t h e  Palace when h e  r e c e i v e d  a 
report  o n  t h e  c a r  r a d i o  (on  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  r a d i o  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m )  t h a t  s h o o t i n g  had  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  homes 
of G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n ,  D r .  L e i m e n a ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  P a n d j a i t a n .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  o n l y  t h e  o n e  p e r s o n a l  b o d y g u a r d  who h a d  ac- 
c o m p a n i e d  S u k a r n o  t o  D e w i ' s  h o u s e  t h e  n i g h t  before knew 
w h e r e  h e  was. N e i t h e r  C o l .  S a e l a n ,  d e p u t y  commander  of 
t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  G u a r d ,  n o r  C a p t .  S u w a r n o ,  
company commander of B a t t a l i o n  I of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a ,  who 
w e r e  o n  d u t y  a t  t h e  Palace t h a t  m o r n i n g  had b e e n  a b l e  t o  
l o c a t e  h i m  e a r l i e r ,  a r o u n d  0530 h o u r s ,  when t h e y  first 
r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from C h i e f  of Po l i ce  S u m i r a t  a b o u t  t h e  
k i d n a p p i n g s .  I t  m i g h t  seem t h a t  S u k a r n o  had  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
p u t  h i m s e l f  o u t  of t o u c h  T i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
m a c h i n e r y  i n  order t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  o p t i o n s  a s  e v e n t s  de- 
v e l o p e d - - a s s u m i n g  t h a t  h e  knew b e f o r e h a n d  of t h e  c o u p  
p l a n s .  A t  o t h e r  t i m e s  of crisls i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of him t o  d i s a p p e a r  from t h e  s c e n e  a n d  
r e m a i n  incommunicado  a t  some unknown h i d i n g  p l a c e  u n t i l  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c l e a r e d .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  def i -  
n i t e l y  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n  h i s  way t o  t h e  Palace a n d  
wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  i n  t i m e  t o  r e c e i v e  S u p a r d j o  i f  
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e v e r y t h i n g  had  g o n e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  C e r t a i n l y ,  S u p a r d j o  
a n d  t h e  o t h e r  c o u p  l e a d e r s  e x p e c t e d  t o  f i n d  h i m  t h e r e .  

C o l .  S a e l a n  a n d  C a p t ,  Suwarno  had first l o o k e d  f o r  

Not f i n d i n g  him t h e r e ,  t h e y  had  f i n a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c o n -  
t a c t i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n  t h e  c a r  r a d i o .  H a v i n g  l e a r n e d  
from C h i e f  of Po l i ce  S u m i r a t  t h a t  t h e  Pa lace  w a s  s u r r o u n d e d  
by u n i d e n t i f i e d  t roops,  S a e l a n  o r d e r e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
p a r t y  n o t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  P a l a c e  b u t  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  H a r j a t i ' s  
home i n  Grogol. By t h e  time S u k a r n o  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  S a e l a n  
had r e c e i v e d  a l a t e r  report  t h a t  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n  h a d  
e s c a p e d  h i s  a b d u c t o r s ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  had  b e e n  

- a b d u c t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  had b e e n  wounded.  S a e l a n  
r e p o r t e d  t h e  news t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  as s o o n  a s  h e  came 
i n s i d e  H a r j a t i ' s  h o u s e .  

. S u k a r n o  a t  t h e  home of H a r j a t i ,  a n o t h e r  of h i s  w i v e s .  

T h a t  S u k a r n o  first l e a r n e d  t h e  t r u e  s t o r y  o t h e  
r a i d  on  N a s u t i o n ' s .  home--before  S u p a r d j o  (who was  ['hen 
a t  t h e  P a l a c e )  h e a r d  t h e  news a n d  before U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  
rest of t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  l e a r n e d  
t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  a n d ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h o s e  a t  
Lubang  B u a j a  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  m i s t a k e n  i d e n t i t y  of L t .  
T e n d e a n ,  c e r t a i n l y  before t h o s e  a t  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e  
were i n f o r m e d - - i s  a c r u c i a l  f a c t  abou t .  t h e  c o u p  t h a t a h a s  
n e v e r  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a n y  a c c o u n t  of t h e  c o u p .  I t  
g a v e  S u k a r n o  a n  a d v a n t a g e  of t i m e  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  c o u p  d i d  n o t  h a v e  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  c o u r s e  of 
a c t i o n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  escape of X a s u r i o n .  

Af te r  S u k a r n o  r e c e i v e d  S a e l a n ' s  r e p o r t ,  he  is re- 
p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  i t  came a s  a n  " a b s o l u t e  s u r p r i s e "  
t o  h im.  I t  is u n c l e a r  w h e t h e r  h e  m e a n t  t h e  news of t h e  
a c t i o n  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  or t h e  news  of N a s u t i o n ' s  
e s c a p e .  H e  t h e n  a s k e d  S a e l a n :  "What w i l l  you  d o  w i t h  
me?" - 

On t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  D e w i ' s  h o u s e ,  H a r j a t i ' s  h o u s e  
a n d  t h e  P a l a c e  were n o t  s a f e ,  S u k a r n o  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  
h i m s e l f  t o  go t o  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e ,  w h e r e  h e  w o u l d  be 

. n e a r  a n  a i r f i e l d  i n  c a s e  of a n  e m e r g e n c y .  P r e c e d e d  b y  
a n ' e s c o r t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  h i s  e n t o u r a g e  were d r i v e n  

*. t o  Halirn, a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  about  0930 h o u r s .  H e  was welcomed 
a t  t h e  a i r  b a s e ' s  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  by t h e  M i n i s t t i / '  
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Commander of t h e  A i r  Force, Omar D a n i ,  who s e e m e d  t o  be 
e x p e c t i n g  him.  

T h e r e  is a n  u n a c c o u n t e d - f o r  p e r i o d  of almost  t h r e e  
' h o u r s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  a r r i v e d  a t  H a r j a t i ' s  
h o u s e  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  h e  m u s t  h a v e  l e f t  f o r  H a l i m  t o  
a r r i v e  t h e r e  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  0930 h o u r s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  
h e  w a s  a t  H a r j a t i ' s  h o u s e  t h e  w h o l e  t i m e .  H e  may h a v e  
b e e n  a w a i t i n g  word o n  t h e  f a t e  o f  N a s u t i o n .  Soretime 
a f t e r  0630 h o u r s ,  L t  C o l .  Ebram, t h e  h e a d  of t h e  Tjak- 
rab i rawa i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  of h i ' s  men 
a r r i v e d  a t  N a s u t i o n ' s  h o u s e  o n  t h e  o r d e r s  of t h e  Presi- 
d e n t ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  t o  a s k  about  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  a n d  s a f e t y  
of G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n .  N o  d o u b t .  S u k a r n o  d i d  o r d e r  s u c h  
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c h e c k  o n  t h e  report  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  h a d  
e s c a p e d .  C o l .  Ebram w a s  t h e  h e a d  escort  of t h e  Presi- 
d e n t i a l  p a r t y  o n  t h e  t r i p  t o  H a l i m ,  so he  was c l e a r l y  
a c t i n g  on  b e h a l f  of S u k a r n o  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  H e  was u n a h l e  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  t r u t h  r e g a r d i n g  N a s u t i o n ' s  w h e r e a b o u t s .  

The Murde r  of t h e  G e n e r a l s  

A s  a l r e a d y  s u g g e s t e d ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a t  t h e '  
A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  had  n o t  hea rd  t h e  news of N a s u t i o n ' s  
e s c a p e .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l e a r n  a b o u t  
t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  t u r n  of e v e n t s  u n t i l  t h e y  had  d i s b a n d e d  
t h e  Command C e n t e r  a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  o f f i ce  a n d  moved 
b a c k  t o  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e .  

Around 0800 h o u r s ,  L t .  Du l  A r i e f ,  who h a d  b e e n  i n  
command of t h e  t r o o p s  o n  t h e  r a i d s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes ,  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  U n t u n g  
and  L a t i e f  i n  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  s u c c e s s  of h i s  m i s s i o n .  H e  
had j u s t  come from Lubang  B u a j a  w h e r e  h e  had  d i s c h a r g e d  
h i s  f i n a l  d u t y  i n  t u r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  g e n e r a l s  t o  lir Force 
Major Ga to t  S u k r i s n o ,  who  h a d  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  
t h e m  t h e r e .  A s  of t h a t  moment ,  i t  is c l ea r  t h a t  A r i e f  
d i d  n o t  rea l ize  t h e  error of t h e  mis taken  i d e n t i t y  of L t .  
T e n d e a n .  H e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f o u r  g e n e r a l s  ( s u p p o s i n g  o n e  
t o  be G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n )  had  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  a l i v e  a n d  three 
had  b e e n  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  process of c a p t u r i n g  them.  
.. 



The well at Lubang Buaja in which the bodies of the g e n d  were found 



As t o  t h e  f a t e  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  
t h e y  were t a k e n  i n s i d e  a t e n t  a s  e a c h  a r r i v e d  o n  s e p a r a t e  
t r u c k s  a t  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  times. A r e l i a b l e  w i t n e s s  
t o  t h e  s c e n e  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  e v e n t s  a s  follows: 

When I e n t e r e d  t h e  t e n t  I s a w  7 men t r e a t e d  a s  
p r i s o n e r s  ( h e  m u s t  n o t  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h r e e  
were a l r e a d y  d e a d )  who were i n  a s a d  c o n d i t i o n .  
Some l a y  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s ,  s o i l e d  a n d  b l o o d y ,  
a n d  t w o  s a t  down,  t h e i r  h a n d s  bound  a n d  e y e s  
c o v e r e d  w i t h  a r e d  c l o t h ,  I h e a r d  a member 
of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  s a y :  ' Y a n i  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  k i l l e d . '  An o f f i c e r  of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  
w i t h  t h e  name D u l  A r i e i  o n  h i s  u n i f o r m  was  
( i s s u i n g  o r d e r s ) .  

The t e n t  was  n e a r  a s m a l l  h o u s e  w i t h  a n  o l d  
w e l l  close t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  of t h e  h o u s e .  A t  I, 
a b o u t  ' h a l f  past six i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  I s a w  some 
c i v i l i a n s  c rowd  a r o u n d  t h e  o l d  w e l l  scream- 
i n g  ' C r u s h  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s . '  I saw t h e n  how 
t h e  p e r s o n s  who had  b e e n  l y i n g  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s  
were c a r r i e d  o u t  of t h e  t e n t  a n d  th rown  i n t o  
t h e  w e l l .  T h i s  was  f o l l o w e d  by  a b u r s t  of 
f i r e  from a n  a u t o m a t i c  weapon a i m e d  i n t o  t h e  4 
w e l l  by a member of t h e  A i r  Force who had  t w o  
w h i t e  s t r i p e s  o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  Then  a hand-  
c u f f e d  p r i s o n e r  w a s  t a k e n  t o  t h e  w e l ! .  H i s  
e y e s  were c o v e r e d  before h e  was t h r o w n  head-  
first i n t o  t h e  w e l l ,  followed b y  a b u r s t  of 
r i f l e  f i r e .  

I was  a f r a i d .  Then  a s o l d i e r  of t h e  T j a k r a -  
b i r a w a  came o v e r  t o  m e  a n d  s a i d  'You n e e d  n o t  
be a f r a i d .  T h i s  k i l l i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  t h e  
o r d e r s  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  b e c a u s e  these p e o p l e  
a r e  members of t h e  C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s  a n d  
w a n t e d  t o  k i l l  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  on Armed Forces 
Day. W e  a r e  k i l l i n g  them t h e r e f o r e  before  
t h e y  c a n  k i l l  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  You know t h a t  
i t  is t h e  t a s k  of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  t o  pro tec t  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  . ' 
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I s a w  how t h e  l a s t  p r i s o n e r  w a s  d r a g g e d  to t h e  
e d g e  of t h e  w e l l ,  b u t  I c o u l d  n o t  see h i s  f a c e  
c l e a r l y ,  a s  i t  was s c r a t c h e d  a n d  so i led  w i t h  
blood. H e  w a s  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  w e l l  l i k e  t h e  
o thers .  The  c i v i l i a n s  p i l e d  l i t t e r  a n d  l e a v e s  
i n  t h e  w e l l ,  a n d  I s a w  how a h e l i c o p t e r  h o v e r e d  
a b o v e  u s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t o  w a t c h  t h e  p e o p l e  work-  
i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  w e l l .  I c o u l d  n o t  see who was 
i n  t h e  hel icopter .  

T h e  i n i t i a l  Army a c c o u n t s  of t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s  p l a c e d  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  a l leged  t o r t u r e  
a n d  m u t i l a t i o n  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  b y  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  m e n t i o n e d  
a b o v e ,  who  were Communist  y o u t h  a n d  women i n  m i l i t a r y  
t r a i n i n g  a t  Lubang B u a j a .  r h r s  t h e m e  f o u n d  l u r i d  e l a b o r a -  
t i o n  i n  many i n s t a n c e s .  W i t h o u t  d o u b t ,  these s t o r i e s  
s u f f e r e d  from s e v e r e  i n f l a t i o n .  A l l  of t h e  v i c t i m s  
e x c e p t  p o s s i b l y  L t .  T e n d e a n  w e r e  s h o t  w i t h o u t  a n y  h i n t ,  
of t o r t u r e  or  m u t i l a t i o n .  Lt. T e n d e a n  may h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
s e v e r a l  blows from r i f l e  6 u t t s  before h e  w a s  s h o t .  T h e r e  
was n o n e  of t h e  g h a s t l y  m u t i l a t i o n  of t h e  bodies  t h a t  
w a s  r e c o u n t e d  i n  t h e  press, however .  For t h e  d e a t h  of 
t h e  g e n e r a l s  a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e  d e a t h s ,  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers  a t  Lubang  Buaja- -and  t h e y  a l o n e - -  
m u s t  bear  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i t  w o u l d  seem. T h e r e  is & 

n o  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  PKI c i v i l i a n s  who were 
a t  Lubang B u a j a  for  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  ( a n d  who were armed 
by  t h e  A i r  Force l a t e r  t h a t  m o r n i n g  t o  s e r v e  a s  " r e s e r v e  
t r o o p s "  f o r  t h e  c o u p )  p l a y e d  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  
m u r d e r s - - e x c e p t  a s  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  s c e n e . *  

+The  " c o n f e s s i o n s "  o f  t h e  members of t h e  PKI y o u t h  
and women's  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  were i m p l i c a t e d  i n  the as -  
s a s s i n a t i o n s  l e a v e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  were l i t t l e  
aware of w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  
u s e d  u n w i t t i n g l y .  T h e i r  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  m u r d e r  s c e n e  
d i f f e r  m a r k e d l y ,  so t h a t  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  much 
f a i t h .  i n  a n y  of t h e i r  s to r ies .  No d o u b t  many of t h e  "con-  
f e s s i o n s "  were c o n t r i v e d  by t h e  a rmy .  I n  o t h e r  cases, 
some of t h e  p e o p l e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  may h a v e  b e e n  i n  s h o c k  
a t  s e e i n g  t h e  m u r d e r s  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  t h e y  were u n a b l e  t o  
r e c a l i  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  t h e y  had  w i t n e s s e d .  
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The Coup is P r o c l a i m e d  

. .  

A t  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  moment t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were 
. m e e t i n g  d e a t h  a t  Lubang B a a j a ,  a n  i m p a t i e n t  C a p t a i n  S u r a d i  

was w a v i n g  a p i s t o l  a t  t h e  a n n o u n c e r  of R a d i o  I n d o n e s i a  
who  w a s  r e a d i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g  news b r o a d c a s t .  W i t h  some 
20 of h i s  men s t a n d i n g  g u a r d  o u t s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
c a p t a i n ,  w h o  qas  a c c i n g  a s  commander of t h e  t r o o p s  d i s -  
p a t c h e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  P a l a c e ,  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  and  t h e  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g ,  had  f o r c e d  h i s  way i n t o  t h e  
b r o a d c a s t i n g  room and  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  s t a t i o n  manager  a n d  

t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  h e  w a n t e d  b r o a d c a s t .  T h e y  a g r e e d  t o  r e a d  
i t  a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  first news r e p o r t  of t h e  d a y .  And 
so a t  0 7 1 0  h o u r s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of t h e  coup 
w a s  b r o a d c a s t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  

- t h e  a n n o u n c e r  i f  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  r e a d  a s t a t e m e n t  o v e r  

\, I n  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a movement " d i r e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w h o  a r e  members of t h e  C o u n c i l  of 
G e n e r a l s "  had t a k e n  p l a c e  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  
r e p e a t e d l y  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  was p u r e l y  and  s i m p l y  
a n  i n t e r n a l  Army a f f a i r .  U n t u n g ,  a s  commander of t h e  
movement ,  a s sumed  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  
" p r e v e n t i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a p l o t  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  Caun- 
c i l ,  a CIA-sponsored  s u b v e r s i v e  movement ... w h i c h  p l a n n e d  
t o  s t a g e  a c o u p  o n  5 October." The  g e n e r a l s  i n v o l v e d  
were s a i d  to  h a v e  b e e n  a r r e s t e d ,  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  
a n d  "a number of o t h e r  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  who would  h a v e  
b e e n  t a r g e t s  of t h e  C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s "  were s a i d  t o  be 
" s a f e l y  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Move- 
m e n t .  "*  

* I t  is t o  be remembered  t h a t  a t  0710  hours, when t h i s  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  was made t h a t  S u k a r n o  was u n d e r  " t h e  s a f e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement," t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
was s t i l l  a t  H a r j a t i ' s  h o u s e ,  a n d  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  had  n o t  
y e t  made c o n t a c t  w i t h  him. Under  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
i t  w a s  a r e m a r k a b l y  c o n f i d e n t  a s s e r t i o n  t o  make u n l e s s  
t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  had some p r e a r r a n g e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  

-' S u k a r n o  t h a t  h e  wou ld  be t a k e n  t o  some a g r e e d  upon p l a c e  
a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  
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The  a n n o u n c e m e n t  was n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  a b s e n c e  of 
t h e  u s u a l  p e r f u n c t o r y  p r a i s e  of S u k a r n o ;  h i s  name was  
s c a r c e l y  m e n t i o n e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  had b e e n  
t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  place.  I t  was almost i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  

' anyone  s t a g i n g  a c o u p  i n  I n d o n e s i a  i n  1965 w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  
t r i e d  t o  make u s e  of S u k a r n o ' s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s w i n g  p u b l i c  
s u p p o r t  b e h i n d  t h e i r  movement .  R e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  f a c t s ,  
o n e  wou ld  h a v e  expected t h e  c o a p  l e a d e r s  t o  make a p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were a c t i n g  o n  o r d e r s  from 
S u k a r n o ,  t o  protect  S u k a r n o  from h i s  e n e m i e s ,  t o  safe-  
g u a r d  t h e  I n d o c e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
was  m e n t i o n e d  o n l y  a s  b e i n g  " u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  
30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement" c r e a t e d  a v a g u e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
t h e  c o u p  m i g h t  be a n t i - S u k a r n o .  The  o n l y  other  c r e d i b l e  
e x p l a n a t i o n ,  i f  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  -was t h a t  t h e  c o n -  
s p i r a t o r s  f e l t  t h a t  i t  wou ld  l o o k  b e t t e r  i f  S u k a r n o  were 
n o t  d i r e c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e m o v a l  of t h e  G e n e r a l s  
b u t  were t o  emerge l a t e r  t o  g i v e  h i s  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  q o u p  
I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  o n e  c o u l d  h y p o t h e s i z e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  m u s t  
h a v e  h e l d  o u t  t h e  promise o f  mak ing  a s u b s e q u e n t  b r o a d -  
c a s t  a n n o u n c i n g  h i s  e n d o r s e m e n t  of t h e  c o u p ;  e i t h e r  t h a t ,  
or  t h e  c o u p  group m u s t  h a v e  f e l t  a b s o l u t e l y  c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  S u k a r n o  wou ld  e n d o r s e  t h e i r  movement a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  
e v e n  i f  h e  had  n o t  g i v e n  h i s  a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e h a n d .  

T h e  C e n t r a l  Command Moves t o  Ha l im 

The r a d i o  a n n o u n c e m e n t  was  made a t  a t i m e  when t h e  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  30 September Movement t h o u g h t  t h e i r  move- 
men t  had  s u c c e e d e d .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  a r o u n d  0900 h o u r s ,  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Command moved from t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  
i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  Ha l im A i r  Force Base. T h i s  was n o t  a re- 
t r e a t ;  i t  w a s  a move p l a n n e d  i n  a d v a n c e  a s  t h e  c o u p  moved 
i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a g e  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .  
S u k a r n o ,  Commander of t h e  A i r  Force D a n i  a n d  a y e t  unmen- 
t i o n e d  b u t  i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  in t h e  coup--D.N. A i d i t ,  c h a i r -  
man of t h e  PKI--were a l r e a d y  there  o r  o n  t h e  way. 

The  p r i n c i p a l s  were n o t  toge ther  i n  o n e  l o c a t i o n  
a t  H a l i m ;  t h e y  were a t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  a l l  w i t h i n  
S ' d i s t a n c e  of less t h a n  o n e  m i l e  of e a c h  o t h e r .  C o u r i e r s  
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were s e n t  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ;  
for i n s t a n c e ,  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  m a i n  l i a i s o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command of U n t u n g ,  
L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  Sjam, a n d  P o n o .  A s  f a r  a s  w e  know, S u k a r n o  

i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p ,  e i t h e r  before the c o u p ,  t h e  
d a y  of t h e  c o u p ,  or a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  company 
of D a n i  a n d  S u p a r d j o ,  m a i n l y ,  w h i l e  h e  w a s  a t  H a l i m .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  A i d i t  r e m a i n e d  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  men a c t u a l l y  
d i r e c t i n g  t h e  c o u p .  H e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Command o n l y  by c o u r i e r  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h  S u k a r n o  and  
D a n i  n o t  a t  a l l .  S t i l l ,  h e  was n e a r  e n o u g h  10 be i n  

l i e u t e n a n t s  S jam and  P o n o  n e e d  h i s  a d v i c e  

. n e v e r  had a n y  d i rec t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n y  of t h e s e  f i v e  men 

- close t o u c h  w i t h  e v e n t s  a s  t h e y  d e v e l o p e d ,  s h o u l d  hls 

I Major S u j o n o  had  p e r s o n a l l y  b r o u g h t  A i d i t  t o  
H a l i m ,  p i c k i n g  him u p  a t  his home a r o u n d  0200 h o u r s  t h a t  
m o r n i n g .  H e  had made t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  
u s e  of t h e  home of o n e  of t h e  e n l i s t e d  men o n  t h e  b a s e ;  
A i d i t  a n d  h i s  two b o d y g u a r d s  s p e n t  t h e  d a y  t he re .  D a n i  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  H a l i m ' s  Command Opera -  
t i o n s  o f f i c e ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  s l e e p i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  fo r  
t h e  s e n i o r  A i r  Force Command S t a f f .  It p r o b a b l y  would  
n o t  h a v e  seemed  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  for D a n i  t o  s l e e p  t h e r e .  
H e ,  too ,  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  o n e  p l a c e  t h e  w h o l e  day  of t h e  
c o u p .  
base.  

S u k a r n o  came d i r e c t l y  t h e r e  when h e  a r r i v e d  a <  t h e  

T h e  C e n t r a l  Command of t h e  c o u p  w a s  Instailed in 
t h e  home of A i r  Force S e r g e a n t  S u j a t n o ,  a n  a i d e  of Major 
S u j o n o .  S e r g e a n t  S u j a t n o  h a d  s p e n t  t h e  w h o l e  d a y  of t h e  
3 0 t h  a s  well  as t h a t  n i g h t  a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  Office, 
o n  a " s t a n d  by" o r d e r  from Major S u j o n o .  - 'On t h e  
mor i i i ng  of t h e  1st S u j o n o  r e p o r t e d l y  a s k e d  h im 
i f  h e  c o u l d  u s e  h i s  h o u s e  a t  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e  f o r  a 
w h i l e  a s  h i s  o f f i ce .  S u j a t n o  d r o v e  a h e a d  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  - 
r e a d y  for  S u j o n o .  S o o n ,  L a t i e f ,  U n t u n g ,  Sjam, Pono  a n d  
S u j o n o  a r r i v e d .  S u j a t n o ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f i v e  men 
w h i l e  t h e y  were a t  h i s  h o u s e  seems w o r t h  q u o t i n g ,  a s  i t  
g i v e s  t h e  f l a v o r  of t h e  d a y  a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command. 
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I was  ordered by S u j o n o  to  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  t o  
e a t  f o r  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n .  So w e  s a t  down a n d  
had  some r i c e  a n d  some meat s i d e  d i s h e s .  When 
I went  t o  g e t  t h e  r i ce  i n  my room, I n o t i c e d  
t h a t  someone  was s l e e p i n g  i n  my b e d . .  . . I t  was 
C o l .  L a t i e f .  

W e  s a t  e a t i n g  for  a b o u t  a n  h o u r ,  a n d  t h e n  
S u j o n o  c a l l e d  m e  a n d  h a n d e d  m e  a n  e n v e l o p e ,  
s a y i n g  t h a t  I s h o u l d  t a k e  it t o  C a p r .  S u r a d i ,  
who w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  be a f  Radio  R e p u b l i c  ... 
(When I g o t  b a c k )  I w i t s  o r d e r e d  KO c o o k  u p  
some more r i ce .  So 1 d i d .  I n o t i c e d  a t  t h i s  
time t h a t  Un tung  had  been s e a z e d  i n  r h e  b a c k  
of t h e  room, and  n e i t h e r  c h a n g e d  h i s  p l a c e  
n o r  s a i d  a n y t h i n g .  T h e r e  were t w o  c i v i l i a n s  
' t h e r e  a n d  T a s k e d  Sujorio a b o u t  t h e m ,  a n d  h e  
a n s w e r e d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  n e e d  to know. 

T h e n ,  a f t e r  I had  c o o k e d  e n o u g h  r i c e  fo r  t h e m ,  
I was  o r d e r e d  by S u j o n o  to t a k e  a s e a l e d  
e n v e l o p e  KO A i r  S e r g e a n t  SUwddi 'S  p l a c e ,  
w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p l e x .  When 
I got  t h e r e ,  someone met m e  a t  t h e  door;  I 

A i d i t .  I had  t o  w a i t  t h r e e  or f o u r  m i n u t e s  
t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e n  I was g i v e n  a s m a l l  e n v e l o p e  
c o n t a i n i n g  a r e p l y  a n d  w h s  o r d e r e d  t o  d e l i v e r  
i t .  A i d i t  g a v e  m e  t h e  e n v e l o p e ;  h e  w a s  wear- 
i n g  g l a s s e s .  

\ a  

l e a r n e d  l a t e r  from S u j o n o  t h a t  t h e  man w a s  d 

G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  had  a r r i v e d  b a c k  a t  Ha l im o n l y  
a l i t t l e  w h i l e  a f t e r  Untilng a n d  L a t i e f  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s ,  
H e  came f rom t h e  Pa lace  by h e l i c o p t e r .  (Omar D a n i  h a d  
s e n t  t h e  h e l i t - o p t c r  from Hal im to p i c k  u p  S u p a r d j o  a f t e r  
word  had  been r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was n o t  a t  t h e  
P a l a c e . )  Gani is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  welcomed S u p a r d j o  
w i t h  t h e  exclamation " S u c c e s s ! "  Then  he  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  would  soon a r r i v e  a t  t h e  a i r  base .  S i n c e  i t  
w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  b e f o r e  he  c o u l d  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  S u p a r d j o  a s k e d  D a n i  for p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
meet w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  of thE -:otip a~ S g t  S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e  

- 
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i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  l a t e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p -  
men t  of t h e  c o u p  from t h e  C e n t r a l  Command. S g t .  S u j a t n o  
h a s  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  came t o  h i s  home s o o n  a f t e r  
t h e  o t h e r  c o u p  l e a d e r s  a r r i v e d  a n d  t h a t  h e  j o i n e d  t h e m  
a t  t h e  f i r s t  meal s e r v e d  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  T h e r e  is n o  i n -  
f o r m a t i o n  a s  to  w h a t  was d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  p r e s u m a b l y  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was  o n e  of t h e  
topics. G e n e r a l  S d p a r d j o  s i g n e d  t h e  D e c r e e  e s t a b l i s h -  
i n g  t h e  Z t e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w h i l e  h e  w a s  a t  Sgt. S u j a t -  
n o ’ s  h o u s e  w i t h  z h e  C e n t r a l  Command a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

T h e  N e w  O r d e r  is Announced 

T h e  Decree w a s  o n e  of t h r e e  i m p o r t a n t  orders is- 
s u e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command t h a t  m o r n i n g :  Decree No. 1, 
w h i c h  was s i g n e d  by  l i n t u n g ,  S u p a r d j o ,  a n d  A i r  Force 
C o l o n e l  H e r u ,  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  R e v o l J t i o n -  

8’ ary C o u n c i l ;  D e c i s i o n  No. 1, w h i c h  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  U n t u n g  
o n l y ,  l i s t e d  t h e  members of t h e  new c o u n c i l ;  a n d  D e c i -  
s i o n  No. 2 ,  w h i c h  was a l s o  s i g n e d  o n l y  by  U n t u n g ,  c o n -  
c e r n e d  r a n k s  a n d  p r o m o t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  U n t u n g  h a s  
s a i d  t h a t  i t  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1000 h o u r s  when h e  s i g n e d  
t h e  Decree and  a b o u t  1100 h o u r s  when h e  s i g n e d  D e c i s g n s  
N o .  1 a n d  2. T h i s  wou ld  c h e c k  p e r f e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  t i m e ,  
a s  best w e  c a n  c a l c u l a t e  i t ,  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  w a s  a t  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Command. We know t h a t  h e  a r r i v e d  t he re  a f t e r  
Un tung  a n d  t h e  o the r s  d i d ,  a r o u n d  0930 h o u r s ;  h e  a n d  
U n t u n g  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  s i g n e d  t h e  Decree a t  j u s t  a b o u t  
1000 h o u r s ,  a s  U n t u n g  c l a ims .  A t  1100, when U n t u n g  is 
s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  s i g n e d  t h e  D e c i s i o n s ,  S u p a r d j o  had  l e f t  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a n d  w a s  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . *  

* ? h e r e  seems to h a v e  b e e n  a two-hour  d e l a y  i n  t h e  case 
of b o t h  t h e  Decree a n d  t h e  D e c i s i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e  orders were s i g n e d  a n d  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  w e r e  first 

t w e e n  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  o n  t h e  ma t t e r  of t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  26) 

, b r o a d c a s t  o n  t h e  r a d i o .  T h e  a p p a r e n t  d i s a g r e e m e n t  be- 

- b r o a d c a s t s  w o u l d  seem t o  r e s u l t  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
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T h e  p o i n r  t o  be e m p h a s i z e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
t i m i i i g  of t hese  o r d e r s  is t h a t  t h e y  were s i g n e d  before 
Untung and t h e  res t  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Command l e a r n e d  of 
N a s u t i o n ' s  escape t h o u g h  t h e y  were b r o a d c a s t  a f t e r  t h e y  
had  f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  a n  a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t .  U n t u n g  seems 
t o  h a v e  made  n o  a t tempt  to s t o p  t h e  b r o a d c a s t s  a f t e r  h e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  N a s u t i o r !  had  a c t u a l l y  e s c a p e d ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  
there w o u l d  not h a v e  b e e n  time to do i t ,  or h e  may h a v e  
' 'oL;h? t h a t  i t  was a l r e a d y  too l a t e  t o  s t o p  them.  

The i m p o r t a n c e  of s e t t l i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  these orders w e r e  s i g n e d  a n d  t h e n  b r o a d c a s t  l i e s  i n  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  Decree 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  the R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was a n  a d  hoc deci -  
s i o n  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Command, a l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  of 
a f a i l i n g  movement .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d -  
ers were o b v i o u s l y  i m p r o v i s i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  un- 
f o r e s e e n  s i t u a t i o n  of h a v i n g  m i s s e d  o n e  of t h e  prime t a r -  
gets  of t h e  c o u p  a n d  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  get  t h e  p u b l i c  s h p -  
p o r t  of S u k a r n o  for their  u n d e r t a k i n g .  Xn s u p p o r t  of t h i s  i 
h y p o t h e s i s ,  i t  is a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  r a t h e r  p e c u l i a r  a s s o r t -  
m e n t  of names o n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  c o u l d  o n l y  
r e f l ec t  a n  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  s e l e c t i o n ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  
is t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t  t h a t  many, i f  n o t  most, of t h e  
p e r s o n s  o n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  had  n o t  b e e n  c o n s u l f e d  
a h e a d  of t i m e .  The  a r g u m e n t  s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  u p  i n  
t h e  f a c e  of w h a t  is known to h a v e  b e e n  t h e  t i m e  s e q u e n c e  
of t h e  orders. M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e  is o v e r w h e l m i n g  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was a l w a y s  p a r t  of PKI p l a n -  
n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  e v e n  i f  some of t h e  m a j o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  25)  
o r d e r s  were r e - b r o a d c a s t  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  a f t e r  t h e y  
were first a n n o u n c e d .  T h u s ,  Decree No. 1 w a s  f i rs t  b r o a d -  
c a s t  a t  1200 a n d  a g a i n  a t  1300 a n d  1400 a n d  1430 h o u r s .  
Untung h e a r d  t h e  1200 b r o a d c a s t  b u t  S u k a r n o  d i d n ' t  h e a r  
t h e  news b r o a d c a s t  a b o u t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  u n t i l  
1 4 3 0  h o u r s .  T h e  s o - c a l l e d  D e c i s i o n s  were first a n n o u n c e d  
a t  t h e  1300 h o u r s  b r o a d c a s t .  
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o f  
f u l  
w e r  

t h e  c o u p  ( s u c h  
1 i m p l i c a t i o n s .  
'e p r e p a r e d  t o  a 

a s  S u k a r n o  p e r h a p s )  were u n a w a r e  of i ts  
* From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  

~~ nnounce  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  C o u n c i l  a s  a n  e l e m e n t  of t h e  c o u p ;  t h e y  d i d  so, v e r y  
much according t o  p l a n ,  a t  a t i m e  when t h e y  still t h o u g h t  
e v e r y t h i n g  else had  g o n e  p r e t t y  much a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  

Sjam is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  copy  
of D e c r e e  N o .  1 o u t  of h i s  br iefcase a t  Sgt .  S u j a t n o ' s  
h o u s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Untung,  ' 'we t o o k  t u r n s  r e a d i n g  i t ,  
first m y s e l f ,  t h e n  S u p a r d j o ,  a n d  t h e n  L t .  C o l . .  H e r u .  
Then  w e  s i g n e d  i t  . . .  I was ( a l r e a d y )  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  
c o n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o r t  of the d e c r e e . "  

The  p u r p o s e  of t h e  Decree was  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  from t h e  Dwikora  C a b i n e t .  

. We d i d n ' t  mean t o  e l i m i n a t e  S u k a r n o  from t h e  
c a b i n e t .  We i n t e n d e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w o u l d  ap- 
p o i n t  a new . c a b i n e t ,  b u t  t h e  Decree s a i d  I* 
t h a t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  wou ld  a p p o i n t  
i t .  

The  precise f o r m u l a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  Decree w a s  as 
fo l lows:  

a 
. W i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of s t a t e  power i n t o  t h e  
h a n d s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Coun- 
c i l ,  t h e  Dwikora  C a b i n e t  is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  
be d e c o m m i s s i o n e d .  U n t i l  a new c a b i n e t  is 
f o r m e d  by  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Coun- 
c i l ,  t h e  former Ministers a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
c o n d u c t  r o u t i n e  b u s i n e s s ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  peace 
a n d  s e c u r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  depa r t -  
m e n t s ,  b u t  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  from a p p o i n t i n g  
new o f f i c i a l s  or t a k i n g  a n y  a c t i o n s  of con-  
s e q u e n c e .  

-The  e v i d e n c e  a s  f a r  a s  S u k a r n o ' s  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  is c o n c e r n e d  is c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  

- For a f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  p o i n t ,  see p .  91. 
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For t h e  time b e i n g ,  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  R e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w i l l  he t h e  l o c u s  of a l l  
a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of I n d o n e s i a  . . .  
A s  a g e n c i e s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  C o u n c i l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c o u n c i l s  w i l l  be formed, a s  w e l l  a s  r e g e n c y  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l s ,  d i s t r i c t  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l s ,  a n d  v i l l a g e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c o u n c i l s ,  w i t h  t h e  c o u n c i l s  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
b o t h  c i v i l i a n  a n d  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  who 
s u p p o r t  t h e  30 September Movement u n r e s e r v -  
e d l y .  

A t  t h e  l e a s t ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  is a m b i g u o u s .  T h e r e  is ab-  
s o l u t e l y  n o  m e n t i o n  of S u k a r n o  i n  a n y  c o n t e x t - - a  most 
c u r i o u s  o m i s s i o n .  The  o f f i c e  of t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  is n o t  
e v e n  m e n t i o n e d .  I t  is l e f t  e n t i r e l y  t o  o n e ' s  own i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  wou ld  be a n y  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  h o l d i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  or t h e  power  o'f 
t h e  o f f i c e  i t s e l f .  

W i t h  t h e  announcemen t  of D e c i s i o n  No. 1 of t h e  30 
September Movement,  i t  was c lear  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was n o t  a 
member of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l ,  w h e t h e r  it w a s  pre-  
sumed t h a t  h e  wou ld  c o n t i n u e  a s  P r e s i d e n t  or n o t .  Un tung  
was t o  s e r v e  a s  Cha i rman  of t h e  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  
S u p a r d j o ,  A i r  Force C o l .  H e r u ,  Navy C o l .  S u n a r d i ,  a n d  
Pol ice  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Anwas were t o  be t h e  v i c e - c h a i r m e n .  
Omar D a n i ,  A i r  Force M a j o r  S u j o n o ,  a n d  C o l .  L a t i e f  were 
among t h e  o the r  40 members. T h u s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
S u k a r n o  a n d  A i d i t  and  A i d i t ' s  t w o  h i g h - l e v e l  a g e n t s ,  Sjam 
a n d  P o n o ,  a l l  of t h e  major p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  c o u p  who 
were a t  H a l i m  were i n c l u d e d  as members of t h e  C o u n c i l .  

T h e  c o u p  g r o u p  may w e l l  h a v e  i n t e n d e d ' t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  
a u t h o r i t y  r e m a i n  ,as before i n  t h e  new g o v e r n m e n t  b u t  may 
have had s p e c i a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  not w a n t i n g  t o  m e n t i o n  h i s  
name i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p . ' A s  w e  w i l l  see l a t e r ,  
t h i s  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c u r i o u s  omis- 
s i o n  of a n y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  Decree. I t  may 
n o t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  t o  them t h a t  t h , e i r  d e c l a r a t i o n  migh.t  
be c o n s t r u e d  .as  b e i n g  a imed  a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  
s i m p l y  a t  t h e  c a b i n e t .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
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of i ts  b e i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  r o u t i n e  t o  p r a i s e  S u k a r n o  a t  l e n g t h  
a t  e v e r y  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  make a n y  r e f e r e n c e  what -  
s o e v e r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was q u i t e  l i k e l y  t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  
a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of a n t i - S u k a r n o  m o t i v e s .  T h e  Decree 
seemed t o  c o n v e y  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  
b e e n  p u t  a s i d e .  

I t  is p o s s i b l e ,  of c o v r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  
d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  c o n t i n u e  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  w i t h  
u n d i m i n i s h e d  p o w e r s .  If so, t h e  PKI m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  p l a n -  
n i n g  a d o u b l e - c r o s s  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  some .of t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  who c l e a r l y  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h e y  were a c t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  of S u k a r n o .  ( T h i s  p o i n t  
i s . e x a m i n e d  l a t e r ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of 
v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of 
t h e  c o u p . )  From t h e  p o i n t  of view of t h e  PKI, t h e  R e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p e r f e c t  Nasakom C a b i n e t  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had  l o n g  b e e n  p r e s s u r i n g  S u k a r n o  t o  form.*  
On t h e  face of i t ,  its m e m b e r s h i p  w a s  r e p r e s e n t a t  ids o f  
t h e  m a j o r  power g r o u o s  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  A l m o s t  h a l f  of t h e  
45 members were g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  a f e w  of t h e m  h i g h -  
l e v e l ,  l i k e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  S u b a n d r i o  a n d  D e p u t y  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  Le imena .  Among t h e  l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  
were t h e  t o p  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  e i t h e r  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o r  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l ,  of t h e  s e v e n  major non-Communist  p p l i -  
t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  T h e r e  was n o  Communist  p a r t y  l e a d e r  of 
e q u i v a l e n t  s t a t u s ;  of t h e  f i v e  known Communis t s  o n  t h e  
C o u n c i l ,  t h r e e  were lesser known members of t h e  PKI CEn- 
t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .  I n  t h e  case of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  w h i c h  c . > m -  
p o s e d  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  of t h e  C o u n c i l ,  t h e r e  had  o b v i o h s : y  
b e e n  t h e  same d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  t o  h a v e  a l l  f o u r  of I . -  
d o n e s i a ' s  a rmed s e r v i c e s - - t h e  a r m y ,  n a v y ,  a i r  f o r c e ,  and  

* A s  t h e  most i m m e d i a t e  goa l  i n  its l o n g - r a n g e  p l a n  t o  
seize power p e a c e f u l l y ,  t h e  P K I  was d e m a n d i n g  e q u a l  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  a n d  R e l i g i o u s  p a r t i e s  i n  
I n d o n e s i a  i n  a s o - c a l l e d  "Nasakom" c a b i n e t .  T h e  word 
"Nasakom".was a word c o i n e d  from t h e  first le t te rs  of t h e .  

a n d  - KOMunis (Communis t ) .  
. I n d o n e s i a n  w o r d s  - N A S i o n a l i s  ( n a t i o n a l i s t ) ,  - Agama ( r e l i g i o u s j ,  

.. 
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p o l i c e - - r e p r e s e n t e d .  Among t h e  Army o f f i c e r s  i n c l u d e d  
w e r e  6 G e n e r a l s  of t h e  Army, o n e  of them b e i n g  Gen. U m a r  
W i r a h a d i k u s u a a h ,  t h e  Commander of t h e  D j a k a r t a  a r ea  who 
had  b e e n  first o n  t h e  s c e n e  a t  N a s u t i o n ' s  home, a f t e r  
t h e  r a i d  o n  h i s  h o u s e .  Gen. Umar was  o n e  of t h e  many 
C o u n c i l  members who h a v e  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  d e n i e d  k n o w i n g  any-  
t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  before t h e y  h e a r d  
t h e i r  names  r e a d  off o n  t h e  r a d i o  a s  members of t h e  
C o u n c i l .  A h i g h - l e v e l  PKI o f f i c i a l  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  e v e n  
t h e  PKI members o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  were n o t  i n f o r m e d  a h e a d  
of t i m e  nor was t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  r e q u e s t e d .  

A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was t h e  p e r -  
-feet Communis t  f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W i t h  o n l y  o n e - n i n t h  

of its membership known t o  be Communis t ,  i t  i n c l u d e d  a s  
many we l l -known a n t i - C o m m u n i s t s  a s  Communis t s  a n d  pro- 
Communis t s  t o g e t h e r .  From w h a t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  known a t  
t h e  time about its v a r i o u s  members, t h e r e f o r e ,  Communtst  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  g r o u p  .was n o t  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t .  However ,  
t h e r e  was a g r o u p  of m i d d l e - l e v e l  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  w h o  
were almost  i n c o n s p i c u o u s  among t h e  l ist of wel l -known 
f i g u r e s ;  t h i s  g r o u p  h e l d  t h e  b a l a n c e  of power o n  t h e  
C o u n c i l .  P r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  was known a b o u t  t h e s e  men,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s .  Few p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  I n -  
d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y  had ever h e a r d  of Un tung  o r  H e r u  or # 

S u n d a r d i  or S u j o n o  or L a t i e f .  I t  m i g h t  be a s s u m e d  t h a t  
t h e y  were a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  l i k e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  I n d o n -  
e s i a n  m i l i t a r y .  Who wou ld  h a v e  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were 
so t o t a l l y  u n d e r  PKI j - n f l u e n c e ,  e v e n  i f  n o t  Communis t  
p a r t y  members, t h a t  t h e y  were p r e p a r e d  t o  d o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
b i d d i n g ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of c o n s p i r i n g  t o  m u r d e r  t h e  
t op  Army l e a d e r s h i p ?  

P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  a t  H a l i m  

Soon  a f t e r  s i g n i n g  t h e  D e c r e e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l ,  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  l e f t  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Command a t  Sg t .  Sujatno's h o u s e  a n d  w e n t  b a c k  t o  H a l i m ' s  
O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r ,  w h e r e ' t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had  a r r i v e d  
a t  a b o u t  0930 h o u r s ,  S u k a r n o  h a d  r e c e i v e d  
a g e n e r a l  r e p o r t  from Omar D a n i  b u t  was a w a i t i n g  a d e t a i l e d  
r e p o r t  from G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  o n  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  d a y .  
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S u p a r d j o ' s  much-de layed  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  
w h i c h  f i n a l l y  took p lace  a b o u t  1030 h o u r s ,  h a s  b e e n  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of c o n f l i c t i n g  s tor ies ,  many of r h e m  p u r e  s p e c u l a -  
t i o n ,  n o  d o u b t .  I t  wou ld  c e r t a i n l y  be a major f a c t o r  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  ro le  of S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  c o u p  i f  w e  knew 
f o r  sure  w h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
Untung  (whose  t e s t i m o n y  o n  t h e  c o u p  seems t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  
most r e l i a b l e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  s t o r y  of e v e n t s ) ,  a f t e r  G e n e r a l  
S u p a r d j o  reported o n  t h e  c o u p  a n d  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  
G e n e r a l s ,  S u k a r n o  a s k e d  t w o  q u e s t i o n s :  (1) i f  i t  was 
t r u e  t h a t  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n  h a d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d ,  a n d  (2) why 
w a s  U n t u n g  l e a d i n g  t h e  movement .  S u p a r d j o  r e p l i e d  t h a t  
i t  w a s  t r u e  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  h a d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  a n d  t h a t  Un tunq  

- a s s u m e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  b e c a u s e  "he  w a s  t h e  o n e  c o n s i d e r -  
e d  most a p p r o p r i a t e  by  t h e  c o m r a d e s . "  Some r e p o r t s  h a v e  
c l a i m e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  a l s o  a s k e d  S u p a r d j o  w h e r e  Un tung  
w a s ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  i t  was  G e n e r a l  S a b u r ,  t h e  Commander 
of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Guard  a n d  U n t u n g ' s \ , i m -  
m e d i a t e  s u p e r i o r ,  who had  come t o  H a l i m  a t  S u k a r n o ' s  c a l l ,  
who a s k e d  S u p a r d j o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  d a y . *  A c -  
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  most wel l -known v e r s i o n  of t h e  S u k a r n o -  
S u p a r d j o  meet ing ( t h e  o f f i c i a l  Army v e r s i o n ) ,  S u k a r n o  is 
r e p o r t e d  to h a v e  p a t t e d  S u p a r d j o  o n  t h e  b a c k  a n d  s a i d  i n  
D u t c h :  "Good job ."  A l t h o u g h  i t  is q u i t e  b e l i e v a b l e - - a n d  
i t  may w e l l  be t r u e - - t h a t  h e  d i d  t h i s .  i t  c a n  n o t  be $ r o v e d .  
S u p a r d j o  d e n i e s  i t  a n d  Untung is n o t  known t o  h a v e  com- 
m e n t e d  o n  i t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  is d i s a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  
w h e t h e r  or n o t  S u k a r n o  s a i d  t o  S u p a r d j o :  " N o w ,  t h e n ,  I 
s h a l l  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  a p p o i n t  a n o t h e r  Com- 
m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f . "  Un tung  h a s  d e n i e d  t h a t  S u k a r n c  s a i d  

- 

* A p p a r e n t l y ,  G e n e r a l  S a b u r  a r r i v e d  a t  H a l i m  w h i l e  
S u p a r d j o  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  Once  a t  H a l i m ,  
G e n e r a l  S a b u r  s t a y e d  close to S u k a r n o ,  a c c o m p a n y i n g  him 
t o  A i r  Commodore S u s a n t o ' s  h o u s e  (which  was o n  t h e  b a s e )  
when t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  p a r t y  moved t h e r e  from O p e r a t i o n s  
Command s o o n  a f t e r  1200 h o u r s .  G e n e r a l  S a b u r  r e m a i n e d  
w i t h  S u k a r n o  all a f t e r n o o n  and  f i n a l l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  h im 
t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Pa lace  a t  Bogor  t h a t  e v e n i n g  a f t e r  
t h e  co l lapse  of t h e  c o u p .  
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. .  

a n y t h i n g  about  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  
t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  new Commander- in-Chief  of t h e  Army d i d  
come u p ,  b e c a u s e  S u p a r d j o  a s k e d  t h a t  h e  be g i v e n  a n  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  to c o n s u l t  w i t h  h i s  ' ' comrades"  o n  t h e  m a t t e r .  
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n s w e r e d :  " Y e s ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  r e t u r n  in-  
med i a t e 1 y . " 

For a s e c o n d  t i m e  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  S u p a r d j o  w e n t  t o  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a t  Sgt.  S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e  a n d  b r i e f e d  
U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  Sjam, a n d  P o n o  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  After  c o n f e r r i n g ,  t h e y  
d e c i d e d  t o  recommend t o  S u k a r n o  t h a t  h e  a p p o i n t  Maj. 

S t a f f  Y a n i ,  a s  t h e  new Commander of t h e  Army.* 
- G e n e r a l  P r a n o t o ,  t h e n  t h i r d  a s s i s t a n t  t o  Army C h i e f  of 

1. 
* G e n e r a l  P r a n o t o  had  s u c c e e d e d  G e n e r a l  S u h a r t o  a s  Com- 

mander  of t h e  D i p o n e g o r o  ( C e n t r a l  J a v a )  T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i -  
s i o n .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  N a s u t i o n  had  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  
r e m o v a l  as Commander b e f o r e  h i s  normal f o u r  of d u t y  i n  
t h a t  command w a s  u p .  D u r i n g  h i s  y e a r s  a s  commander of 
t h e  D i p o n e g o r o  D i v i s i o n ,  h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  d o n e  n o t h -  
i n g  t o  o b s t r u c t  Communist  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

s o n n e l  f o r  t h e  Army, wh ich  m e a n t  t h a t  h e  had  a u t h o r i t y  
i n  t h e  c r u c i a l  m a t t e r  of m i l i t a r y  a s s i g n m e n t s .  From t h e  
p o i n t  of v i e w  of t h e  PKI, he  was i d e a l l y  placed t o  s e r v e  
t h e  p a r t y ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  S i n c e  t h e  c o u p ,  it h a s  b e e n  re- 
v e a l e d  t h a t  P r a n o t o  w a s  a " c o n t a c t "  of t h e  PKJ S p e c i a l  
B u r e a u ,  j u s t  l i k e  U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S u p a r d j o ,  a n d  
D a n i .  H e  and  L a t i e f  w e r e  bo th  "managed" by Pono ,  t h e  
number  t w o  man i n  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  c e n -  
t r a l  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  c o u p .  P r a n o t o  was  known t o  be a 
close f r i e n d  of D a n i .  I t  was  r u m o r e d  t h a t  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  S u h a r t o  were v e r y  cool ,  f o r  p e r s o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  I n  P r a n o t o ,  t h e  PKI a n d  S u k a r n o  wou ld  
h a v e  had a Commander of t h e  Army a s  r e s p o n s i v e  to  t h e i r  
w i s h e s  a s  D a n i  was as Commander of t h e  A i r  Force. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p ,  P rano to  was d i r e c t o r  of per- 
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A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command s t i l l  h a d  n o  d e f i -  
n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  had  e s c a p e d , . a l t h o u g h  by 
t h i s  t i m e  t h e y  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  a l e r t e d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h i s  h a v i n g  h a p p e n e d .  A t  b o t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a n d  
O p e r a t i o n s  Command t h e r e  was  g e n e r a l  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  u n c e r -  
t a i n t y  a s  t o  w h a t  r e a l l y  had h a p p e n e d ,  a s  c o n f l i c t i n g  
r e p o r t s  b e g a n  t o  be r e c e i v e d .  

When S u p a r d  j o  r e - a p p e a r e d  a t  O p e r a t i o n s  Command, 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n  had  e l u d e d  h i s  cap- 
t o r s  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  be s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d ' a s  more 
a n d  more r e p o r t s  c o n f i r m e d  S u k a r n o ' s  first i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  For a m a t t e r  of some h o u r s  now t h e  P r e s i -  

- d e n t  h a d  b e e n  i n  d o u b t .  A s  e a r l y  a s  0630 h o u r s  h e  had  
r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  from C o l .  S a e l a n  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  had  
e s c a p e d .  S i n c e  t h a t  t ime,  he had  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  v e r i f y  
t h a t  r epor t .  H e  had  s e n t  C o l .  Ebram t o  N a s u t i o n ' s  h o u s e  
to c h e c k  o u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  C o l o n e l  had  Qeen 
u n a b l e  t o  l e a r n  a n y t h i n g  d e f i n i t e  about  N a s u t i o n ' s  w h e r e -  
a b o u t s .  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  had a s s u r e d  him t h a t  r epor t s  
of N a s u t i o n ' s  e s c a p e  were n o t  t r u e ,  b u t  s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r  
Gen. Sabur a r r i v e d  a t  H a l i m  t o  t e l l  him j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  j u s t  when S u k a r n o  
f i n a l l y  was c o n v i n c e d  by t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  had  
e s c a p e d .  As l o n g  a s  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e c e i v e  c o n f l i c t -  
i n g  r e p o r t s - - w h i c h  was a l l  m o r n i n g  long a n d  i n t o  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n - - h e  may s i m p l y  n o t  h a v e  known w h a t  t o  b e l i e v e .  
I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  he--and t h e  res t  of t h e  c o u p  group--may 
h a v e  made some of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  d a y  i n  
a s t a t e  of u n c e r t a i n t y ,  n o t  knowing fo r  s u r e  w h a t  had 

' o c c u r r e d  a t  N a s u t i o n ' s  home b u t  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
i t  made t o  t h e i r  p l a n n i n g  w h e t h e r  N a s u t i o n  had e s c a p e d  
or n o t .  

A t  t h e i , r  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  of t h e  d a y ,  w h i c h  t o o k  
p l a c e  a s  soon a s  S u p a r d j o  r e t u r n e d  t o  O p e r a t i o n s  Command 
f o l l o w i n g  h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  o n  t h e  
m a t t e r  of t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of a new Army commander ,  S u k a r n o  
a n d  S u p a r d j o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  h a d  

. e s c a p e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u p a r d j o ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  t o  
him: "It is Neko l im t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t .  Yes, i n  a .. 
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r e v o l u t i o n ,  s u c h  t h i n g s  w i l l  h a p p e n ,  a n d  when t h e y  d o  
i t  is Nekolim t h a t  b e n e f i t s . " *  A g a i n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Su- 
p a r d j o , S u k a r n o  a s k e d  h i s  a d v i c e  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  now. 
S u p a r d j o  r e p l i e d :  " I t  d e p e n d s  o n  Bapak  ( I n d o n e s i a n  word  

. f o r  " f a t h e r "  w h i c h  w a s  commonly u s e d  t o  refer  t o  S u k a r n o ) .  
I h a v e  t w o  b a t t a l i o n s  t h a t  a re  a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  d i s -  
posal:' A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  d i d  n o t  make a d e c i s i o n  a t  
t h a t  moment.  

I t  seems t h a t  N a s u t i o n ' s  e s c a p e - - o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of i t - -had  a p r o f o u n d  e f fec t  on t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  I f  i t  
was n o t  t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n ,  i t  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a c o n t r i b u t i n g  
f ac to r  i n  h i s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  movement .  W e  

S u k a r n o ' s  d e c i s i o n .  I t  may h a v e  b e e n - t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  
c o u p  t o  c a p t u r e  N a s u t i o n  a n d  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  
p l a n s  had  s e r i o u s l y  gone a w r y .  Or it may h a v e  b e e n  h i s  
s h o c k  a n d  d i s a p p r o v a l  o v e r  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  a c u o n ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  m u r d e r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  w h i c h  h e  may n o t  h a v e  
a n t i c i p a t e d .  Or i t  may h a v e  b e e n  h i s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  S u h a r t o  
had  r a l l i e d  t h e  a rmy  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  c o u p  i n  a way n e v e r  
a n t i c i p a t e d  by t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s .  

- c a n  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e . a s  t o  t h e  main f ac to r  i n f l u e n c i n g  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  v e r y  much c o n c e r n e d  to 
L e a r n  t h a t  t w o  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  RPKAD, t h e  paracommando 
u n i t s  of t h e  Army u n d e r  t h e  command of C o l .  Sarwo Edhy ,  
had  a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  a n d  were w a i t i n g  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  
from S u h a r t o .  T h e s e  t w o  p a r a t r o o p  b a t t a l i o n s ,  w h i c h  had  
b e e n  s t a t i o n e d  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y ,  had  b e e n  s c h e d u l e d  
t o  d e p a r t  f o r  N o r t h  B o r n e o  s e v e r a l  d a y s  before t h e  c o u p .  
Unknown t o  S u k a r n o ,  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  had  b e e n  d e l a y e d  be- 
c a u s e  of some c o n f u s i o n  o v e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Q u i t e  pos- 
s i b l y ,  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s  h a d  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  p a r a t r o o p e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  d e p a r t e d  f o r  B o r n e o  by  
t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p ;  a p p a r e n t l y ,  n o  o n e  had c h e c k e d  t o  
see w h e t h e r  t h e y  had  a c t u a l l y  d e p a r t e d  o n  s c h e d u l e .  
S u k a r n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  shown  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

Neko l im was a n  ac ronym for NEokolonialisme-KOLonialisme- 
. I M p e r i a l i s m e ,  t h e  t h r e e  e v i l  i s m s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S u k a r n o .  

-34- 



. .  

RPKAD o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  c o u p .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a v e r y  
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e ,  h e  p r o t e s t e d  t o  S u p a r d j o  a t  o n e  p o i n t :  
"You t o l d  m e  t h e  RPKAD wou ld  n o t  b e  i n  D j a k a r t a . "  S u p a r d -  
j o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a s s u r e d  S u k a r n o  t h a t  i t  made n o  

. d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s .  

However ,  a r o u n d  1 2 0 0  h o u r s ,  S u k a r n o  c a l l e d  S u p a r d j o  
i n  t o  t e l l  him of h i s  d e c i s i o n  to  s t o p  t h e  movement .  A c -  
c o r d i n g  t o  S u p a r d j o ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a s k e d  him t o  t a K e  c a re  
t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  b l o o d s h e d .  S u p a r d j o  s a i d  t h a t  he  a n d  
t h e  two b a t t a l i o n  commanders  wou ld  see t o  t h i s .  T h e n ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  S u p a r d j o ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d :  "If you c a n ' t  
s t o p  t h e  movement ,  y o u ' l l  b e  b u t c h e r e d . "  I n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
Army v e r s i o n  of e v e n t s ,  S u k a r n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d :  
"Be c a r e f u l .  If you c a n ' t  s t o p  t h e - m o v e m e n t ,  I'm t h e  
b u t c h e r .  '! 

If S u k a r n o  e v e r  had a n y  i n t e n t i o n  of m a k i n g  a pub- 
l i c  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  coup--as  t h e  coup k e a d e r s  
h a v e  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d - - h e  had a p p a r e n t l y  g i v e n  u p  
a l l  t h o u g h t  of i t  now. From t h e  moment t h a t  h e  i s s u e d  
t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  movement ,  h i s  ma in  c o n c e r n  w a s  
c l e a r l y  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  from i t ;  he  wou ld  h a r d l y  
h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  would i m p l i c a t e  him f u r t h e r .  

a 
A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  l e f t  t h e  O p e r a -  

t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  a n d  moved t o  t h e  n e a r b y  home of A i r  
Commodore S u s a n t o .  E a r l i e r  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  M a j o r  S u j o n o  
had p e r s o n a l l y  i n f o r m e d  S u s a n t o  t h a t  h i s  h o u s e  wou ld  be 
o c c u p i e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a t  0800 h o u r s .  ( T h i s  wou ld  t e n d  
t o  c o n f i r m  o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e  h a v e  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d -  
ers d e f i n i t e l y  e x p e c t e d  S u k a r n o  t o  j o i n  them a t  t h e  a i r  
base  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  e i t h e r  o n  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  a p r e a r r a n g e d  p l a n  or a s  a h o s t a g e  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p . )  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u j o n o  had t h o u g h t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  would  go 
d i r e c t l y  t o  S u s a n t o ' s  h o u s e  when h e  a r r i v e d  a t  H a l i m .  
S u k a r n o  had a s k e d  t o  go t o  O p e r a t i o n s  Command f irst ,  how- 
e v e r ,  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  he w a n t e d  t o  see Omar D a n i .  

- 

S u k a r n o  was t o  s p e n d  a l l  a f t e r n o o n  a t  t h e  home of 
S u s a n t o ;  h e  was  t h e r e  u n t i l  a b o u t  2030 h o u r s  when h e  
f i n a l l y  l e f t  H a l i m  t o  go t o  Bogor  Pa lace .  Amazing a s  i t  

- m i g h t  seem u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  h e  a p p a r e n t l y  s o e n t  
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a good p a r t  of h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  j u s t  r e s t i n g  a n d  s l e e p i n g  
--and l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o .  H e  was  a t  S u s a n t o ' s  h o u s e  
when h e  h e a r d  t h e  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  a b o u t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  C o u n c i l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  some r e p o r t s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s u c h  
a C o u n c i l .  A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  was q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  
he d i s a p p r o v e d  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l ;  b u t ,  if t h a t  
was t r u e , ,  h e  took n o  a c t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  do  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  

And t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  for t h i s  w o u l d  s e e m  no% t o  - 
h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  h e  was a p r i s o n e r  or v i r t u a l  p r i s o n e r  of 
t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  a n d  therefore n o t  a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  
c o u r s e  of e v e n t s  a t  Ha l im.  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  S u k a r n o  
seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  much h i s  own f r ee  a g e n t  from t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  h e  w e n t  t o  Ha l im a t  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  t o  t h e  
moment t h a t  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  f o r  B o g o r ,  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  
a f t e r  Le imena  a n d  o thers  a t  t h e  a i r b a s e  had  f irst  urgef!  
him to d e p a r t . *  His complete i n d e p e n d e n c e  of . a c t i o n  t h a t  
d a y  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  clear from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  s e n t  h i s  
own emissaries b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  from Ha l im a l l  a f t e r n o o n .  
I t  was from o n e  of t h e s e  emissaries t h a t  Gen.  S u h a r t o  a t  
KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s  f irst  l e a r n e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was a t  
H a l i m .  S u k a r n o  s e n t  a c o u r i e r  t o  N a s u t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  

*After t h e  c o u p ,  S u k a r n o  r e p e a t e d l y  e m p h a s i z e d  h i s  
"freedom of a c t i o n "  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y  a t  H a l i m  a n d  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e  had  g o n e  t h e r e  i n  t h e  first p l a c e  of h i s  
own free w i l l  t o  a v o i d  t h e  t h r e a t  of " u n d e s i r a b l e  e v e n t s "  
i n  D j a k a r t a  a n d  t o  be n e a r  a n  a i r p l a n e  i n  case of emerg- 
e n c y .  I t  seems t h a t  h e  s a i d  t h i s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  Army 
from u s i n g  h i s  s u p p o s e d  "arrest" b y  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p ' a n d  
" v i c i o u s  PKI e l e m e n t s "  to  d e s t r o y  t h e  PKI. H e  was c o n -  
c e r n e d  a t  a l l  costs  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  Army t o  make  i t  look 
a s  t h o u g h  t h e  a l r e a d y  i m p l i c a t e d  PKI had  t a k e n  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a g a i n s t  t h e  C o u n c i l  
of G e n e r a l s .  Desp i t e  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m o t i v e s  f o r  stres- 
sing t h e  p o i n t  after t h e  c o u p ,  it .seems t h a t  h e  was n o t  
d i s t o r t i n g  h i s t o r y  a t  a l l  b y  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  h e  was n o t  
a " p r i s o n e r  of a n y b o d y  w h i l e  h e  was a t  H a l i m .  

- 

-36- 



S u h a r t o  a s k i n g  them b o t h  t o  come t o  H a l i m .  C o u r i e r s  d i s -  
p a t c h e d  by S u k a r n o  were a l s o  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  Gen. S a b u r ,  
Commander of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  G u a r d ,  D e p u t y  
Prime M i n i s t e r  Le imena ,  Gen. P r a n o t o ,  Navy Commander 
M a r t a d i n a t a ,  a n d  Pol ice  Commander S u t j i p t o .  T h e  m e s s a g e  
was t h e  same i n  e v e r y  case, t h a t  S u k a r n o  w a n t e d  t o  see 
t h e s e  men a t  H a l i m  i m m e d i a t e l y . *  C l e a r l y ,  S u k a r n o  was  
u n d e r  n o  r e s t r a i n t  from t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  
w i t h  p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e .  

One of h i s  most t r u s t e d  a n d  l o y a l  a d v i s e r s - - F i r s t  
Depu ty  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  S u b a n d r i o - -  
w i t h  whom S u k a r n o  w a s  a l s o  now a n x i o u s  t o  c o n f e r ,  was n o t  
i n  D j a k a r t a  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  had  l e f t  town o n  t h e  morn- 
i n g  of t h e  2 9 t h ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t w e l v e  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  of 
t h e  c a b i n e t ,  f o r  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r  of S u m a t r a .  
(No spec i f i c  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  t r i p  was  e v e r  g i v e n . )  On t h e  

1. 

* A p p a r e n t l y ,  M a r t a d i n a t a ,  S u t j i p t o ,  a n d  Leimena  c h e c k e d  
f irst  w i t h  S u h a r t o  before d e c i d i n g  t o  go to Hal im.  A s  
w e  s h a l l  see, Leimena  d e l i v e r e d  a m e s s a g e  t o  S u k a r n o  from 
S u h a r t o  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h o u l d  b e  o u t  of H a l i m  by1630  
h o u r s ,  a s  S u h a r t o  was c o n s i d e r i n g  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  a i r b a s e  
i f  t h e  c o u p  forces had  n o t  s u r r e n d e r e d  by  t h e n .  Le imena  
a n d  Gen. Sabur were t h e  o n l y  t w o  men of t h o s e  c o n t a c t e d  
by S u k a r n o  who  w e n t  t o  H a l i m .  S u h a r t o  r e f u s e d  t o  a l low 
P r a n o t o ,  M a r t a d i n a t a ,  a n d  S u t j i p t o  t o  go, o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  
t h a t  t h e  Army "had  a l r e a d y  l o s t  e n o u g h  g e n e r a l s . "  I t  is 
n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  S a b u r  a s k e d  S u h a r t o ' s  a p p r o v a l ,  f irst ,  
a s  Leimena  d i d ,  or w h e t h e r  he  w e n t  o n  h i s  own, as s o o n  
a s  h e  r e c e i v e d  S u k a r n o ' s  summons; most l i k e l y ,  i t  was t h e  
l a t t e r .  I t  is s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  S a b u r  was  n o t  w i t h  S u k a r n o  
when t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w e n t  o u t  t o  Ha l im i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  A s  
Commander of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  G u a r d ,  h e  was  
u s u a l l y  w i t h  S u k a r n o  w h e n e v e r  h e  w e n t  a n y w h e r e .  The where -  
a b o u t s  of G e n .  S a b u r  had  been o n e  of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
e v e r y o n e  had  b e e n  a s k i n g  a l l  m o r n i n g .  Where was P r e s i d e n t  
S u k a r n o ?  Where was Gen. Sabur? And why w a s  h e  n o t  a t  
H a l i m  if S u k a r n o  w a s  t h e r e ?  ._ 
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a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  ls t ,  when S u k a r n o  s u d d e n l y  had n e e d  of 
h i s  c o n f i d a n t ,  S u b a n d r i o  w a s  i n  Medan. S u k a r n o  ordered 
h i s  own P r e s i d e n t i a l  j e t  a i r p l a n e ,  w h i c h  was n o r m a l l y  
k e p t  a t  Ha l im A i r  Force B a s e  i n s t e a d  of D j a k a r t a ' s  com- 
merc ia l  a i r p o r t  for r e a s o n s  of s e c u r i t y ,  t o  f l y  u p  t o  
Medan t o  p i c k  u p  S u b a n d r i Q . *  T h e  R e s i d e n t  may h a v e  b e e n  
i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  S u b a n d r i o  earlier i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  
t o  t e l l  him of t h e  news  of t h e  c o u p ,  b u t  t h i s  is n o t  
c e r t a i n .  T h e r e  is still some c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  first 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  S u b a n d r i o  r e c e i v e d  about t h e  c o u p .  Ac-  
c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s t o r y ,  he  r e c e i v e d  a w r i t t e n  n o t e  from a 
c o u r i e r  who s a i d  h e  w a s  a c t i n g  o n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  PKI 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  N o r t h  S u m a t r a n  N a t i o n a l  F m n t ;  t h i s  
was a b o u f  1000 h o u r s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  was n o t  i n f o r m e d  
t h a t  S u k a r n o ' - s  p e r s o n a l  p l a n e  w a s  on  its way u p  t o  Medan 
t o  g e t - h i m ;  he does n o t  seem t o  h a v e  realized t h a t  u n t i l  
t h e  p l a n e  was  a l r e a d y  there .  S u k a r n o  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  of s e n d i n g  a p l a n e  for S u b a n d r i o  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y \ ,  
a f t e r n o o n ,  when e v e n t s  made S u b a n d r i o ' s  p r e s e n c e  a t  H a l i m  
s u d d e n l y  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  him. 

S u k a r n o ' s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of a c t i o n  a t  H a l i m  e x t e n d e d  
t o  t h e  u s e  of t h e  c o u p - c o n t r o l l e d  r a d i o  t o  broadcast  a ~ 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  For e v e r y o n e  l i s t e n -  
i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  m o r n i n g  t h e  m o s t  p u z z l i n g  phenomenon 
of t h e  d a y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  d i d  
n o t  speak .  The o r i g i n a l  Un tung  a n n o u n c e m e n t  had s t r o n g l y  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  s o o n  a p p e a r  a n d  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n ;  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t .  F i n a l l y ,  a t  
1330 h o u r s ,  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t  was r e a d  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  
" S u k a r n o  was  a l i v e ,  s a f e ,  i n  good h e a l t h ,  a n d  still  i n  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  I t  was e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e  announcemen t  was made o n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of G e n e r a l  
S a b u r ,  t h e  commander  of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  

*It  is u n c l e a r  p r e c i s e l y  when t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  p l a n e  
l e f t  H a l i m ;  no o n e  seems t o  h a v e  t a k e n  n o t e  of t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e y  h e a r d  a p l a n e  o v e r h e a d , ' a s  t h e y  d i d  l a t e r  t h a t  
e v e n i n g  when two p l a n e s  d e p a r t e d  Hal im--one c a r r y i n g  A i d i t  
a n d  t h e  o ther  Dani--and a t h i r d  p l a n e  l a n d e d  (it was  
S u k a r n o ' s  j e t  r e t u r n i n g  from Medan) .  .. 
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G u a r d .  L a t e r ,  i t  was a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  had  t empor -  
a r i l y  t a k e n  c v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  a rmed forces a n d  
t h a t  h e  had  a p p o i n t e d  G e n e r a l  P r a n o t o  a s  t h e  " c a r e t a k e r "  
commander  of t h e  army " to  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  day - to -day  b u s i -  
n e s s  of t h e  army."* 

I n  h i n d s i g h t ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  Presi- 
d e n t  a n d  i s s u e d  i n  t h e  name of Gen.  S a b u r  seems t o  h a v e  
b e e n  a move by S u k a r n o  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  from a f a i l -  
i n g  movement .  I t  may n o t  h a v e  s e e m e d  t h a t  way a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
however .  C e r t a i n l y ,  it w a s  n o t  t h e  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  e n d o r s e -  
m e n t  of t h e  c o u p  by S u k a r n o  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  e v i d e n t l y  
e x p e c t e d  him t o  make. T h e  P r e s i d e n t  c a r e f u l l y  a v o i d e d  
c o m m i t t i n g  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  c o u p .  I t  m i g h t  be p r e s u m e d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  h e  was  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  w h a t  had  b e e n  d o n e  
s i n c e  h e  d i d  n o t  condemn t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
g e n e r a l s  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  M o r e o v e r ,  i n  a p p o i n t i n g  G e n e r a l  
P r a n o t o  a s  t h e  "caretaker"  commander of t h e  a rmy ,  h e  
d e f i n i t e l y  - w a s  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r ' s .  I 

* I n  t h e  o p i n i o n  of some o b s e r v e r s ,  S u k a r n o ' s  a p p o i n t -  
m e n t  of a " c a r e t a k e r "  commander  of t h e  a rmy s u g g e s t s  & 

t h a t  h e  had d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were 
d e a d .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  o n l y  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  a n d  
t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  
knew t h i s  f o r  s u r e .  S u k a r n o  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  g o t t e n  this 
i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  t h e m s e l v e s .  S u h a r t o  
a n d  t h e  rest of t h e  w o r l d ,  still  i n  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h e  f a t e  
of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  were q u i c k  t o  seize upon  t h e  announce -  
men t  of P r a n o t o ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
had  i n s i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  w h a t  had  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l s ;  
t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  seemed  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e i r  worst  f e a r s  t h a t  
t h e  g e n e r a l s  were a l r e a d y  d e a d .  I n  S u k a r n o ' s  d e f e n s e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i t  seems t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e .  
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  m i g h t  h a v e  a p p o i n t e d  a " c a r e t a k e r "  command- 
er of t h e  a rmy  i f  he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  had s i m p l y  
b e e n  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  were b e i n g  h e l d  some p l a c e .  The "care- 
t a k e r "  commander  w o u l d  be j u s t  t h a t ;  he wou ld  t a k e  c h a r g e  
of t h e  a rmy  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  u n t i l  t h e r e  was  d e f i n i t e  word  
a b o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l s .  

C . _  ~ 

... 
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T h e  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  seemed c l e a r  f i o m  :he a n n o u n c e m e n t  
was t h a t  S u k a r n o  was n o t  a p r i s o n e r  of e v e n t s .  T h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i t  was a n  announcemen t  from t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  i s s u e d  

' w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of h i s  t r u s t e d  s e c u r i t y  c h i e f ,  a n d  
n o t  a n  "iintung" a n n o u n c e r e n t  seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  was n o t  t h e  v i c t i m  of a n y  sor t  of coup a t t e m p t .  

B u t  t h o u g h  t h e  s t a r e m e n t  seemed to  i m p l y  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  a p p r o v e d  ot t h e  c o u p ,  t h a t  was n o t  e n o u g h  t o  s a v e  
i t .  A t  a time when a p u b l i c  e n d o r s e m e n t  by  Suka rno- -and  
o n l y  tha t - -migh t  w e l l  h a v e  t u r n e d  t h e  t i d e  i n  its favor, 
S u k a r n o  r e f u s e d  to c o m m i t  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  c o u p  e x p l i c i t l y ,  
p u b l i c l y .  I t  is q u i t e  c l e a r  now t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  
f e l t  t h e m s e l v e s  b e t r a y e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
h a d  good r e a s o n  t o  e x p e c t  a p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  
from t h e  P r e s i d e n t  or n o t .  C o l .  L a t i e f  is repor ted  to 
h a v e  b e e n  " v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e "  i n  u r g i n g  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  
"to force S u k a r n o  t o  g i v e  h i s  b l e s s i n g s  to  t h e  moveme t." 
He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  s h o u l d  t h r e a t e n  S u k a r n o  if h e  
r e f u s e d .  I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  h e  h a d  a r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  by  
Sclkarno i n  m i n d ,  a s  1 - a t i e f  is q u o t e d  as s a y i n g  " B r i n g  
a rape  r eco rde r ,  so t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  v o i c e  c a n  be t a p e d  
and b r o a d c a s t . "  Hajor  S u p e n o ,  Commander of t h e  5 3 0 t h  
b a t t a l i o n ,  who h e a r d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  d r e w  t h e  c o n c l u -  
s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w o u l d  be , 
k i l l e d  i f  h e  r e s i s t e d  t h e i r  p r e s s u r e .  A l t h o u g h  it was 
o b v i o u s l y  a m i s t a k e n  j u d g m e n t ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h e  a m o u n t  of 
p r e s s u r e  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  t r i e d  t o  e x e r t  o n  S u k a r n o  t o  
g e t  him to  make a p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t .  A t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  however-. S u k a r n o  was n o t  a b o u t  t o  be f o u n d  s u p p o r t -  
i n g  ii d y i n g  movement .  He was m a n e u v e r i n g  to  p r e s e r v e  
h i s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of a c t i o n  w h z t e v e r  t h e  o u t c o m e  of t h e  
c o u p ;  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  h e  hoped  
to  re-Assert h i s  own a u t h o r i t y  over t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h o u t  
c o m m i r t i n g  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  

1 

T h i s  was, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  of t h e  c o u p .  
T h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  h a d  t r i e d  a n d  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  S u k a r n o ' s  
s u p p o r t  a t  a c r u c i a l  s t a g e ,  when t h e i r  c o u p  p l a n s  had  
seriously gone a w r y  w i t h  the escape of o n e  of t h e  prime 
t a r g e t s  of t h e  c o u p  a n d  when t h e i r  l a s t  h o p e  l a y  w i t h  
S u k a r n o .  
.. 



D a n i  S e a l s  H i s  F a t e  

. .  

Two h o u r s  a f t e r  S u k a r n o  had  s t u d i o u s l y  a v o i d e d  
c o m m i t t i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  p u b l i c  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  co i tp  w a s  a l l  
b u t  l o s t ,  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  A i r  F o r c e  
C h i e f  D a n i  had p l e d g e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  a i r  force t o  
t h e  c o u p .  T h i s  had  b e e n  made o f f i c i a l  in a n  o r d e r - o f -  
t h e - d a y  s i g n e d  by D a n i  h i m s e l f . *  The  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  
w h a t  w o u l d  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  p o o r l y  t i m e d  
d e c i s i o n  on  D a n i ' s  p a r t  was t h a t  h e  had  d r a f t e ' d  t h e  o rde r  
e a r l y  i n  the morning--when h e  a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  s o  s u r e  
t h i n g s  w e r e  g o i n g  w e l l  t h a t  he  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  c o m m i t  the 
e n t i r e  a i r  force o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  coup- -bu t  i t  w a s  
n o t  b r o a d c a s t  u n t i l  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  . D a n i  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  of h i s  a c t i o n s  t h a t  m o r n i n g :  

I awoke ( h e  had  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  O p e r a t i o n e  
Command) a t  . a b o u t  0600. b a t h e d ,  e t c .  t i l l  0630. 
A t  0710 I h e a r d  t h e  r a d i o  news b r o a d c a s t  w h i c h  
m e n t i o n e d  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  army g e n e r a l s .  
Between 0730 a n d  0800 1 r e c e i v e d  a t e l e p h o n e  
c a l l  from Major S u p a r t o  w h o  s a i d :  ' B a p a k  
( t h e  P r e s i d e n t )  w i l l  be t a k e n  t o  H a l i m . '  J 
w a n t e d  t o  p i c k  him u p  b u t  Xta.jor S u p a r t o  w o u l d  a 
n o t  a l low m e .  I c a l l e d  hla.jor Su.jono to  t a k e  
care of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ' s  s e c u r i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  was  e n t e r i n g  H a l i m .  I r e m a i n e d  a t  
t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  Command o f f i ce  and  d i d  n o t  g o  
o u t s i d e .  I t h e n  d r a f t e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  of my 
S t a n d i n g  O r d e r .  My c u s t o m  i n  d r a f t i n g  a n  
o r d e r  was  to  d r a f t  p o i n t s .  I g a v e  t h e s e  
p o i n t s  t o  M a j o r  W i l l y a r t o  so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
be r e f i n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  o r d e r  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  A i r  Force. I t o l d  M a j o r  
W i l l y a r t o  n o t  t o  b r o a d c a s t  t h e  o r d e r  y e t .  

* D a n i ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a p p e a r e d  i n  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  o n  2 O c t o b e r ,  
bu t .  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  on  t h e  

*. a f t e r n o o n  of 1 O c t o b e r .  I t  was  d a t e d  0930 h o u r s ,  1 O c t o b e r  
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( L a t e r )  I a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  
h o u s e  of Commodore S u s a n t o  f o r  a rest. H e  
o r d e r e d  t h e  summoning of t h e  Navy a n d  Police 
Force commanders .  (After c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  
them)  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  i s s u e  a s t a t e m e n t .  I 
t h e n  ordered Majo r  W i l l y a r t o :  'My s t a t e -  
m e n t  may be i s s u e d .  I n e e d  n o t  examine i t  
first.  ' *  

After s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  a c t i o n  had  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  s a f e -  
g u a r d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a g a i n s t  "CIA s u b -  
v e r s i o n , "  D a n i ' s  order p l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  a i r  force w o u l d  
" a l w a y s  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s u p p o r t  a n d  u p h o l d  a n y  progres- 
s i v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement a n d  combat a n y  a c t i o n  w h i c h  
e n d a n g e r s  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n . "  W i t h  t h e  b r o a d -  
c a s t  of t h e  order, D a n i ' s  f a t e  w a s  a l l - b u t  s e a l e d .  His 
c o m p l i c j t y  i n  t h e  c o u p  was now d o c u m e n t e d ;  h e  c o u l d  n e v e r  
hope  t o  d i s c l a i m  a n y  i n v o l v e m e n t  a s  S u k a r n o  had  l e f t  q i m -  
s e l f  t h e  o p t i o n  of d o i n g .  

S u h a r t o :  T h e  Making of a Hero 

I t  m u s t  be remembered t h a t  p e o p l e  w h o  had a n y  idea of 
w h a t  was g o i n g  o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of U n t u n g ' s  d o m i n a n c e  
were v e r y  f e w .  They  w e r e  n e a r l y  a l l  a t  H a l i m  or KOSTRAD 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  D j a k a r t a ;  t h e  f e w  o the r s  w h o  were n o t  
- - such  as t h e  e m i s s a r i e s  g o i n g  back a n d  f o r t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  
t w o  p l a c e s  a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  n e g o t i a t o r s  whom S u h a r t o  s e n t  

*Dan i  may h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
i n t e n d e d  t o  i s s u e  a s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  fo r  t h e  c o u p  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n o n c o m m i t a l  s t a t e m e n t  about  h i s  still  
b e i n g  " i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . "  I t  
seems t h a t  D a n i  would  n o t  h a v e  i s s u e d  h i s  order-of-the- 
d a y  p l e d g i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  A i r  Force t o  t h e  c o u p  
i f  h e  h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  s t a t e m e n t  w o u l d  
a l s o  commit t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  ' s i d e  of t h e  c o u p .  .. 
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t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  P a l a c e  a n d  t h e  
r a d i o  s t a t i o n - - w e r e  n o t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i n g s  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  
pub1 ic.  

T o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c i t i z e n ,  t h i n g s  p r o b a b l y  seemed  
p r e t t y  much a s  u s u a l .  E x c e p t  for t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  tele- 
p h o n e s  were n o t  w o r k i n g ,  b u s i n e s s  w e n t  on a s  u s u a l .  O n l y  
a f e w  b l o c k s  away from Merdeka Square,  o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  u n a w a r e  of t h e  e v e n t s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
away.  The  s t ree ts  of D j a k a r t a  w e r e  n o t  g u a r d e d ,  a n d  n o  
c u r f e w  or s t a t e  o f  emergency  was d e c l a r e d .  (The n e x t  d a y ,  
a c u r f e w  w a s  i m p o s e d . )  One c o u l d  move a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y  

- f r e e l y .  When t h e  c o u p  was f irst  a n n o u n c e d  o n  t h e  r a d i o ,  
most of D j a k a r t a ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k e r s  had  a l r e a d y  a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e i r  o f f ices .  They p u t  i n  a n o r m a l  w o r k i n g  d a y .  I t  
was n o t e d  t h a t  PKI h e a d q u a r t e r s  was  o p e n ,  a s  u s u a l ;  e m p l o y e e s  
h a d  b e e n  s e e n  c o m i n g  t o  work a t  t h e  n o r m a l  t i m e .  C o n t r a r y  
t o  some r e p o r t s ,  t h e  off ice  had  n o t  b e e n  o p e n  a l l  n & g h t .  

Even  a t  H a l i m  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  t h e  momentous  e v e n t s  
of t h e  d a y  m i g h t  h a v e  g o n e  u n n o t i c e d  t o  a n  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r .  
The  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  c o u p  were q u i e t l y  s e c u r e d  
i n  t h r e e  i n c o n s p i c u o u s  homes o f  a i r  force p e r s o n n e l  who 
l i v e d  o n  t h e  b a s e ;  b e s i d e s  t h e s e  th ree  homes ,  o n l y  o n e  
o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  w a s  b e i n g  u s e d  by  t h e  c o u p  forces--thw 
O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r ,  w h i c h  w a s  n o r m a l l y  t h e  c e n t e r  
of a c t i v i t y  o n  t h e  base.  The t roops  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  coup 
w h i c h  were n o t  s t a t i o n e d  a r o u n d  Merdeka S q u a r e  i n  D j a k a r t a  
were g a t h e r e d  a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  o u t  of s i g h t  of t h e  m a i n  
p a r t  of t h e  a i r  b a s e .  

Around Merdeka S q u a r e ,  however ,  i t  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  
s t o r y .  T r o o p s  were s t a t i o n e d  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  Square.  
Mach ine  g u n s  were s e t  u p  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  U.S. Embassy and  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g ,  a l l  of w h i c h  
f r o n t e d  o n  t h e  S q u a r e .  A l l  t h e  m a i n  a r t e r i e s  in to  t h e  
s q u a r e  were s e a l e d  o f f ,  I n c l u d i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  m e a n t  t h a t  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  was b l o c k e d  
o f f .  T h u s ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  h e a v y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t r o o p s  

. a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of m a c h i n e  g u n s  a n d  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p -  
.. m e n t ,  t h e r e  was a n  almost eer ie  q u i e t n e s s  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g .  

One c o u l d  s e n s e  t h e  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  b u t  o n  t h e  
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s u r f a c e  e v e r y t h i n g  was  calm,  a b n o r m a l l y  calm. Amer ican  
o b s e r v e r s  who w a t c h e d  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  d a y  from t h e  win-  
dows of t h e  U.S. Embassy ,  w h i c h  h a d  a v i e w  a c r o s s  Merdeka  
S q u a r e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Palace,  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  

had l i t t l e  i d e a  w h a t  was g o 5 n g  o n .  S i n c e  t h e  t e l e p h o n e s  
w b r e n ' t  w o r k i n g ,  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  get news a s  t o  w h a t  
was h a p p e n i n g  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  c i t y .  

. " t h e  s p o o k i e s t  day" of t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e y ,  l i k e  most p e o p l e .  

A s  o n e  looked a t  H e r d e k a  S q u a r e ,  t h e  s c e n e  w a s  o n e  
o f  s e e m i n g  i n a c t i v i t y .  T h e  o n l y  n o t i c e a b l e  a c t i v i t y ,  a s  
L l ; e  a f t e r n o o n  wore o n ,  was t h a t  of emis sa r i e s  a n d  t h e  of- 
f i c e r s  from KOSTRAD w h o  s h u t t l e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  across 
t h e  s q u a r e , :  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  t h e  commanders  of t h e  a rmed  
u n i t s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  P a l a c e  a n d  r a d i o  s t a t i o n . *  S u h a r t o  
had t a x e n  c a r e  t o  a v o i d  h a s t y  a c t i o n .  W i t h  t w o  b a t t a l i o n s  
i n  r e v o l t ,  s t a t i o n e d  j u s t  across Merdeka Square from KOSTRAD 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  he  had a p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p l o s i v e  s i t u a t i o c  o n  
h i s  h a n d s .  H e  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o v e  a l l  else t o  p r e v e n t  
b l o o d s h e d .  H i s  s t r a t e g y  w o u l d  be t o  t r y  t o  t a l k  t h e  forces 
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  P a l a c e  i n t o  s u r r e n d e r .  I t  w a s  a s t r a t e g y  
of b l u f f ,  t h r e a t ,  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  a n d  c a j o l e m e n t - - i n  t h e  t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  J a v a n e s e  manner .  

A s  h i s  f irst  move,  S u h a r t o  had t r i e d  t o  c o n t a c t  .c 
t h e  commanders  of t h e  o the r  t h r e e  a rmed  s e r v i c e s  t o  e x p l a i n  
h i s  s t r a t e g y  t o  them.  H e  won a s s u r a n c e s  of h e l p  from 
b o t h  t h e  n a v a l  command a n d  t h e  p o l i c e  force. However ,  h e  
w a s  n e v e r  a b l e  t o  make c o n t a c t  w i t h  A i r  Force C h i e f  D a n i ;  
a s  h e  l a t e r  e x p l a i n e d :  

*Merdeka S q u a r e  is too l a r g e  a c t u a l l y  t o  see across  
i t .  On its l o n g  s i d e ,  i t  is a b o u t  h a l f  a m i l e  l o n g .  I t  
is a h u g e  g r a s s y ' e x p a n s e ,  w i t h  trees t h a t  o b s t r u c t  one ' s  
v i s i o n  across i t .  A s  m e n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r ,  t h e  locat ion of 
t h e  Pa lace ,  Army H e a d q u a r t e r s , .  KOSTRAD H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
Gambir  R a i l r o a d  S t a t i o n ,  t h e  U.S. Embassy ,  t h e  telecom- 
m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of D e f e n s e ,  a n d  t h e  
r a d i o  s t a t i o n  a r o u n d  t h i s  o n e  m a i n  s q u a r e  in  t h e  c e n t e r  
of D j a k a r t a  makes  i t  a r a t h e r  u n i q u e  s e t u p  fo r  s e i z ing  
power. A l l  of t h e  v i t a l  o b j e c t i v e s  of a c o u p  a t t e m p t  a r e  
r i g h t  t h e r e .  
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Siliwangi troops from West Java move into 
Djakarta under General Suharto’s command 

Siliwangi troops in front of the Hotel Indonesia 



D i f f i c u l t y  was  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
c o n t a c t  t h e  A i r  Force. I s e n t  l i a i s o n  o f f i ce r s  
t o  H a l i m  ... b u t  t h i n g s  d i d  n o t  go a s  s m o o t h l y  
a s  t h e y  had  w i t h  t h e  Navy a n d  pol ice .  They  
had  a s s i g n e d  l i a i s o n  o f f icers  t o  KOSTRAD t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  so 
e a s y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Armed 
Force. 

S u h a r t o  had r e c e i v e d  a n  e a r l y  r e p o r t  t h a t  D a n i  h a d  b e e n  
a b d u c t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  b u t  a b o u t  0800 h o u r s  
he  r e c e i v e d  d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t r u e ,  
t h a t  D a n i  had  b e e n  " saved"  by h i s  own men,  who had  p i c k e d  
him u p  a t  h i s  home a b o u t  0200 or 0300 h o u r s  a n d  t a k e n  h i m  
somewhere. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S u h a r t o  seems t o  h a v e  been more 
c o n f u s e d  t h a n  s u s p i c i o u s  about  D a n i ' s  w h e r e a b o u t s  a n d  
t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  A i r  Force command. N a t u r a l l y ,  h e  became s y p p i -  
c i o u s  of t h e  r o l e  of t h e  A i r  Force i n  t h e  c o u p  when he 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  H a l i m  w a s  b e i n g  u s e d  by  t h e  C O U P  forces  a s  
t h e i r  c e n t e r  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  i t  w a s  o n l y  
a f t e r  D a n i ' s  o r d e r - o f - t h e - d a y  was  b r o a d c a s t  ( a r o u n d  1530 
h o u r s )  t h a t  h e  f i n a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a c t  of D a n i ' s  com- 
p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  c o u p .  A s  h e  s a i d  l a t e r :  

& 

. . . T h e n ,  Dan i  made t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  s l i p p o r t - .  
i n g  t h e  c o u p .  F i r s t  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  had b e e n  ' s a v e d '  before t h e  movement 
had  b e e n  l a u n c h e d ,  t h e n  i t  had  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  a c h i e v e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  
a n d  l a s t l y  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  had  
b e e n  i s s u e d .  Even a fool  c o u l d  see t h a t  
t h e  A i r  Force had t o  be g r o u p e d  w i t h  t h e  foe.  

W i t h  p l e d g e s  of s u p p o r t  from t h e  Navy a n d  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
and  t h e  r u n - a - r o u n d  f ro@ t h e  A i r  Force, S u h a r t o  s e t  about  - 
t h e  b u s i n e s s  of w i n n i n g  o v e r  t h e  t roops  of t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  
t h a t  were a c t i n g  o n  t h e  o r d e r s  of Untung  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s .  
T o  h e l p  him i n  t h e  t a s k  h e  a s s e m b l e d  v a r i o u s  off icers  w h o  
had  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  o r  who  had  commanded 

. them a t  o n e  t i m e  or a n o t h e r .  One of t h e s e  was G e n e r a l  
B a s u k h i  R a c h m a t .  t h e  commander of t h e  E a s t  J a v a  T e r r i -  
t o r i a l  D i v i s i o n ,  w h o  w a s  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  b r i e f  G e n e r a l  

.. 
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Y a n i  on  Communist  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  E a s t  J a v a .  
( H e  had  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  Yan i  a t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  home l a t e  
o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of t h e  3 0 t h ,  j u s t  a f e w  h o u r s  before Y a n i  
w a s  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d  i n  h i s  home.) 

S u h a r t o  was able  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  w h e r e a s  t h e  com- 
p o n e n t  u n i t s  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  and t h e  5 3 0 t h  b a t t a l i o n s  w e r e  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  k e y  p o i n t s  a r o u n d  Merdeka  S q u a r e ,  
t h e  commanders  of t h e  u n i t s  t h e m s e l v e s - - M a j o r  S u k i r n o  
of t h e  4 5 4 t h  a n d  Major Bambang S u p e n o  of t h e  330th--were 
i n s i d e  t h e  Palace. ( I t  w i l l  be remembered t h a t  t h e  t w o  
commander s  had  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a t  t h e  

- A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  a f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  u n d e r  t h e i r  command 
h a d  t a k e n  u p  p o s i t i o n s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  P a l a c e ;  from t h e r e ,  
t h e y  had g o n e  w i t h  Gen. S u p a r d j o  t o  t h e  P a l a c e  t o  r e p o r t  
t o  S u k a r n o . )  S u h a r t o  s e n t  s p e c i a l  e m i s s a r i e s  t o  t h e  d e p u t y  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders  a n d  t h e  company commanders  l e f t  i n  
c h a r g e .  To t h e i r  a s t o n i s h m e n t ,  t h e  rebel t r o o p s  s n a d p e d  
s m a r t l y  t o  a t t e n t i o n ' a n d  s a l u t e d  a s  t h e y  a p p r o a c h e d  t o  
c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  o f f icers  i n  c h a r g e .  T h i s  w a s  a n  l n d i c a -  
t i o n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s o l d i e r s  were confused ,  
with n o  c l e a r  i d e a  whom the ) -  were s e r v i n g .  T h e  d e p u t y  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders  t o l d  S u h a r t o ' s  emissaries t h a t  t h e y  
were t h e r e  t o  p r o t e c t  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  from a c o u p  b y  
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  .I 

E v e n t u a l l y ,  S u h a r t o  h i m s e l f  met w i t h  t h e  d e p u t y  
commanders .  H e  a s s u r e d  them t h a t  t h e r e  was n o  g e n e r a l s '  
c o u p ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  s i m p l y  b e e n  t r i c k e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  when i n  f a c t  t h e y  were b e i n g  u s e d  t o  pro tec t  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  of a c o u p  movement.  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  had s u s p e n d e d  t h e  c a b i n e t  a n d  
S u k a r n o ' s  name was n o t  on  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l .  
F i n a l l y ,  h e  w a r n e d  them t h a t  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  go b a c k  a n d  
c o l l e c t  t h e i r  men a n d  r e p o r t  t o  him a t  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t -  
ers, h e ' d  be " f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n . ' '  W i t h i n  
a b o u t  two h o u r s ,  t h e  5 3 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  had  assembled, 
b o a r d e d  t r u c k s ,  and  r epor t ed  to KOSTRAD. W i t h  t h e  4 5 4 t h  
B a t t a l i o n ,  S u h a r t o  was n o t  so s u c c e s s f u l .  J u s t  as  t h e  
d e p u t y  commander  was p a s s i n g  on . to  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  t h e  
story t h a t  S u h a r b o  had  t o l d  h im,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander  
. r e t u r n e d ,  r e s u m e d  c o n t r o l ,  a n d  k e p t  h i s  men w o r k i n g  i n  
t h e  service of t h e  c o u p .  

- 
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A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  c o u r i e r s  f r o m  
Ha l im b e g a n  to a r r i v e  i n  D j a k a r t a .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e y  had 
no  t r o u b l e  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  D e p u t y  Prime M i n i s t e r  Le imena  
t o  go t o  H a l i m  s ince t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w a n t e d  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  
h im t h e r e .  The5 a l s o  c o n t a c t e d  Gen. Umar a n d  Gen P r a n o t o ,  
b u t  Gen.  Umar, a t  l e a s t ,  r e f e r r e d  t h e m  t o  S u h a r t o ,  s a y i n g  
t h a t  he  was  a c t i n g  o n l y  o n  S u h a r t o ' s  orders. T h e  couriers  
t h e n  moved o n  t o  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  a s k  S u h a r t o  t o  
s e n d  P r a n o t o  and Umar t o  Ha l im.  

T h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  P r e s i d k n t i a l  c o u r i e r s  a t  KOSTRAD 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( s h o r t l y  a f t e r  noon)  a n d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  of 
m e s s a g e s  t h a t  t h e y  d e l i v e r e d  was  to prove .a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  
of t h e  c o u p .  U p  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  S u h a r t o  d i d  n o t  know w h e r e  
S u k a r n o  w a s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  seemed c l e a r  t h a t  h e  was  n o t  i n  
t h e  P a l a c e .  Now h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  . P r e s i d e n t  was a t  
H a l i m ,  b u t  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  t h e r e  a s  a p r i s o n e r  i n  a n y  s t r ic t  
s e n s e ,  s i n c e  h e  had t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  s e n d  m e s s e n g e r s , > n t o  
t h e  c i t y .  His r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Un tung  was  a m b i g u o u s ,  b u t  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  
of t h e  g e n e r a l s  was  now w i d e  o p e n . *  

.- 
* A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s o u r c e ,  S u h a r t o ' s  f i rs t  t h o u g h t r  

a b o u t  S u k a r n o  h a d  b e e n  t h a t  h e  was d e a d .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g ,  as e v e n t s  s t a r t e d  t o  u n f o l d  a n d  t h e r e  was n o  
word f r o m  S u k a r n o ,  S u h a r t o  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  f i g u r e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  h a d  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
d e a t h  a n d  moved q u i c k l y  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  Army i n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  power  t h a t  was e x p e c t e d  a f t e r  S u k a r n o ' s  
d e a t h .  After  U n t u n g ' s  announcemen t  o f  a p r o v i s i o n a l  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  S u h a r t o  was i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n  of 
J o g j a k a r t a ,  w i t h  whom h e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  
S u l t a n ' s  g o i n g  t o  Bandung t o  s e t  u p  a r i v a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
t h e r e .  T h e  S u l t a n  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a d v i s e d  S u h a r t o  
a g a i n s t  t h i s  i d e a  u n t i l  t h e y  h a d  more d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a -  
t i o n  on S u k a r n o .  The  S u l t a n  a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  a f e e l i n g  
t h a t  S u k a r n o  j u s t  m i g h t  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p ;  h e  
t o l d  S u h a r t o  t h a t  " t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  s o u n d s  l i k e  S u k a r n o  

. t o  m e . "  H e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it w o u l d  b e  a m i s t a k e  t o  
-. a n n o u n c e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a r i v a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  m i g h t  

l a t e r  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  a move a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o .  Af t e r  
t h e  coup; t h e  P r e s i d e n t  c o u l d  h a v e  u s e d  t h i s  as 
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on p a g e  4 8 )  
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Suhar  to d e c i d e d  t o  s e n d  o n e  p e r s o n - - D e p u t y  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  Le imena- - to  H a l i m  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  
H e  r e f u s e d  t o  a l low Gen. Umar a n d  G e n P r a n o t o  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r s  whom S u k a r n o  had a s k e d  t o  see t o  go t h e r e ,  o n  t h e  

A c t u a l l y ,  Le imena  d e l i v e r e d  a n  u l t i m a t u m  t o  S u k a r n o  from 
S u h a r t o .  S u h a r t o  t o l d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  a i rbase  
I:. ;fi:,O h o u r s ;  i f  h e  d i d n ' t ,  t h e  Army wou ld  a t t a c k  H a l i m . *  

.. .. . g r o u n d s  t h a t  "we  h a v e  a l r e a d y  l o s t  e n o u g h  g e n e r a l s . "  

l f  t h e  c o u r i e r s  g a v e  Gen. S u h a r t o  t h e  c r u c i a l  i n -  
f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h e  n e e d e d  t o  t a k e  f u l l  command of ' t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e i r  e r r a n d  was  of e q u a l  moment t o  S u k a r n o .  
When t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  H a l i m  w i t h  S u h a r t o ' s  f l a t  r e f u s a l  
to a l low P r a n o t o  or Umar t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  
S u k a r n o  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  S u h a r t o  had  n o t  - o n l y  d e c l a r e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  b u t  had  e f f e c t i v e l y  n e u t r a l i z e d  
a l l  t h e  h i g h  army of f icers  who m i g h t  be u s e d  t o  c o v e r  u p  
t h e  Un tung  c o u p .  No d o u b t  to h i s  s h r e w d  e y e ,  t h e  s i t q p -  
t i o n  seemed  a l r e a d y  h o p e l e s s . * *  I t  is i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  47)  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Army was  i n  f a c t  p l o t t i n g  h i s  o v e r t h r o w .  
From t h i s  p o i n t  o n ,  S u h a r t o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a c t e d  o n  
t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  m i g h t  be i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p .  
When h e  l e a r n e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  d a y  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was 
a t  H a l i m ,  he  had v e r y  d e f i n i t e  r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  h i s  i n -  
v o l v e m e n t .  

* A s  w e  s h a l l  see, S u k a r n o  d i d  n o t  l e a v e  H a l i m  b y  1630 
h o u r s  a n d  S u h a r t o  d i d  n o t  o p e n  f i re  o n  t h e  a i r b a s e ,  a s  h e  
had t h r e a t e n e d .  He d e c i d e d  t o  w a i t  a l i t t l e  l o n g e r ,  i n  
t h e  h o p e  of a v o i d i n g  a d i r e c t  f i g h t  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  I n  t h e  
e n d ,  Le imena  was  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
t o  go t o  Bogor. H e  w a s  the o n e  who t a l k e d  S u k a r n o  o u t  
of g o i n g  t o  C e n t r a l  J a v a  w h i c h  A i d i t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  P K I  
l e a d e r s  were t r y i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  S u k a r n o  t o  d o .  

**An i n d i c a t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  c h a n g e  
i n  t h e  balance of forces i n  t h e  m i d - a f t e r n o o n  was t h e  
" r e s c u i n g "  of h i s  c h i l d r e n  from t h e  P a l a c e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  
had  be- a l l  d a y .  A t  about 1600 h o u r s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were 
b r o u g h t  o u t  t o  H a l i m  a n d  from t h e r e  f l o w n  t o  Bandung ,  
o u t  of h a r m ' s  way. I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  S u k a r n o  f e l t  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  t h a t  t h e . P a l a c e  would  n o t  s t a y  much l o n g e r  i n  Un- 
t u n g ' s  h a n d s  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  had t o  be removed  before 
t h e  Army t o o k  o v e r  t h e r e .  
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t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a i n e d  by S u k a r n o  upon  t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  
c o u r i e r s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  a n n o u n c e  
o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  h e  w a s  " w e l l  a n d  s a f e  a n d  s t i l l  i n  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  s t a t e  and  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n " - - a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
t h a t  s eemed  t o  be a move by  S u k a r n o  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  
from a f a i l i n g  movement .  

Meanwhi l e ,  S u h a r t o  had  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  new 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h e  had  a c q u i r e d  t o  make o n e  f i n a l  a t t e m p t  
t o  break  u p  t h e  t roop  f o r m a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  t i m e  h e  g a v e  
t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a n  u l t i m a t u m :  e i t h e r  i t  m u s t  e v a c u a t e  

- its p o s i t i o n s  b y  2000 h o u r s  or h e  w o u l d  b l a s t  i t  o u t  w i t h  
h i s  own g u n s  a n d  t r o o p s . *  S u h a r t o  w a s  s t i l l  v e r y  much 
c o n c e r n e d  t o  a v o i d  b l o o d s h e d .  By 1800 h o u r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
h e  had  h i s  t r o o p s  i n  o f f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  r e a d y  t o  a s s a u l t  
t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g .  

However ,  t h e  a t t a c k  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  I n  do mood 1 

t o  f i g h t ,  t h e  rebels q u i e t l y  w i t h d r e w  a n d  moved o u t  by 
t r u c k  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of H a l i m ;  S u h a r t o  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  
h i n d e r  t h e i r  o r d e r l y  w i t h d r a w a l .  H e  w a s  o n l y  too happy  
t o  h a v e  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  c i t y  c l e a r e d . o f  c o u p  forces  
w i t h o u t  v i o l e n c e .  

* A c t u a l l y ,  S u h a r t o  w a s  n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  of overwrrclm- 
i n g  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  c o u p  forces i n  
D j a k a r t a  w i t h  a n  u l t i m a t u m .  As o n e  of h i s  first moves  
a f t e r  a s s u m i n g  command of t h e  a r m y ,  h e  had  c a l l e d  u p  from 
i ts  b a s e  a b o u t  15 m i l e s  o u t s i d e  D j a k a r t a  t h e  c r a c k  p a r a -  
commando u n i t  (RPKAD) l e d  by  C o l .  Sarwo Edhy.  T o g e t h e r  
w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  S i l i w a n g i  (West J a v a )  D i v i s i o n  
t h a t  w a s  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  Armed Forces Day 
p a r a d e  o n  5 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  RPKAD u n i t s  were t h e  o n l y  t r o o p s  
t h a t  h e  had a v a i l a b l e  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  i n  D j a k a r t a .  H e  
c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  P a l a c e  or t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  or e v e n  

. i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n .  O n l y  a f t e r  t h e  5 3 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  
.. w i t h d r e w ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  w a s  h e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  

t h r e a t e n  t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  s o l e  r e m a i n i n g  c o u p  for...c 
i n  t h e  c i t y .  
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As the w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e s e  t r o o p s  p r o c e e d e d ,  how- 
e v e r ,  a new armed force a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e .  Armed 
Communist  y o u t h s  s u d d e n l y  e m e r g e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  of 

I Merdeka  S q u a r e ,  h a v i n g  come from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of H a l i m ,  
I i t  s e e m e d .  To t h e i r  o b v i o u s  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e y  were a b r u p t l y  

d i s a r m e d  a n d  a r r e s t e d  by S u h a r t o ' s  forces. They  s u r r e n d -  
e r e d  w i t h o u t  a f i g h t .  Under  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  t h e  Communist  
y o u t h s  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  a i r  force off icers  a t  H a l i m  h a d  is- 
s u e d  them t h e  weapons  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  were a rmed  a n d  had  
o r d e r e d  them i n t o  t h e  c i t y . *  

T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
of much d i s t o r t i o n .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  the p r e s e n c e  of s u c h  
a rmed  and  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  c i t y  
w a s  t h e  cause f o r  g e n u i n e  alarm o n  t h e  p a r t  of S u h a r t o ,  
t o  whom i t  seemed  t h a t  t h e  PKI a n d  its f r o n t  g r o u p s  had 
resor ted  t o  arms. lore v i o l e n t  e v e n t s ,  p o s s i b l y  a g e n e r a l  
a t t a c k ,  i n  D j a k a r t a  o r  elsewhere, c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d .  S u c h  
s p e c u l a t i o n ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  of a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
number of Communist  y o u t h s  i n  a d i s o r g a n i z e d  a n d  p o i n t l e s s  
e n t r y  i n t o  D j a k a r t a  i n  t h e  l a t e  h o u r s  of t h e  coup,  may 
h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i n  p a r t ,  f o r  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  r epor t s  
of PKI i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o u p .  
As n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  a rmed  PKI c i v i l i a n s  were i n c o r r e c t l y  
- - b u t  p e r s i s t e n t l y - - r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the '  
r a i d s  on t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes;  t h e y  were a l s o  s u p p o s e d  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  among t h e  t r o o p s  g u a r d i n g  t h e  P a l a c e  
a n d  r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  When S u h a r t o ' s  forces f i n a l l y  o c c u p i e d  
t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e y  
a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  f i n d  some of t h e s e  Communist  y o u t h  e l e m e n t s  
i n s i d e ;  b u t  t h e y  had  o n l y  j u s t  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e .  I t  
is now a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Communist  f r o n t  g r o u p s  
t h a t  were armed by t h e  c o u p  leaders  a s  a k i n d  of " r e s e r v e  

.- 

* E s t i m a t e s  of t h e  numbers  of Communist  v o l u n t e e r s  who 
were s e n t  from H a l i m  i n t o  D j a k a r t a  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  
w i t h  some es t ima tes  a s  h i g h  8s 3,000. We a re  i n c l i n e d  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  repor t s  of t h e r e  b e i n g  a r o u n d  3,000 
are  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  I s  t h e  f i g u r e  most o f t e n  
r e p o r t e d .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  n o t  a l l  of t h e  Communist  y o u t h s  
were armed. 
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force" were n o t  s e n t  from Hal im i n t o  D j a k a r t a  u n t i l  l a t e  
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  They  had p l a y e d  n o  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p  
u p  t o  t h a t  p o i n t - - e x c e p t  a s  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  m u r d e r  s c e n e  
a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  w h e r e  t h e y  had s p e n t  the w h o l e  m o r n i n g  
and  most of t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

E a r l y  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  a c e r t a i n  Major S u k r i s n o  o f '  
t h e  A i r  F o r c e  whom y a j o r  S u j o n o  had p e r s o n a I l y  r e c r u i t e d  
f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  coup a s s i g n m e n t  o f  commander of t h e s e  
" r e s e r v e  t r o o p s 1 1  a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  had r e c e i v e d  h i s  orders 
from S u j o n o  t o  "get weapons  from t h e  A i r  Force a m m u n i t i o n  
d e p o t  a t  Mampang C r o s s r o a d s "  (wh ich  was t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  

- of t h e  R e g i o n a l  A i r  Force Command f o r  t h e  G r e a t e r  D j a k a r t a  
a r e a ) .  S u k r i s n o  was i n f o r m e d  t h a t  " H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  
M i n i s t e r / C h i e f  of S t a f f  of t h e  A i r  F o r c e  ( D a n i )  h a s  i n -  
f o r m e d  t h e  C h i e f  of S t a f f  of t h e  R e g i o n a l  A i r  Command of 
t h i s  m a t t e r ;  i f  he  is n o t  t h e r e  a n d  t i m e  is p r e s s i n g ,  
t h e n  t h e  a m m u n i t i o n  d e p o t  t h e r e  c a n  be b r o k e n  into!* A 
v e h i c l e  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  w i l l  b e  w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  3 r d  l i g h t  
p o l e  of t h e  D j a k a r t a  Bypass . ' I  E s t i m a t e s  of t h e  number 
of weapons  t a k e n  from t h e  Mampang d e p o t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  members of Communist  f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  m o r n i n g  
r a n g e  from 300 t o  10,000 w i t h  3 ,000 p r o b a b l y  b e i n g  t h e  
b e s t  e s t i m a t e .  The w e a p o n s  were a l l  s m a l l  arms of C g i n e s e  
o r i g i n ,  w i t h  t h e  "Chung" t r a d e m a r k  s t a m p e d  o n  them.  T h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  army w a s  known n o t  t o  h a v e  a n y  weapons  of t h a t  
t y p e .  T h e r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  no  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  a r m s  were 
t h e  p r o p e r t y  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  A i r  Force. 

W e  h a v e  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  Untung--had s t r o n g  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  u s i n g  t h e  Communist  v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s  
i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p .  Un tung  h a s  tes t i -  
f i e d  : 

-51- 



I had n o t  g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  u s e  of 
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  You th  g r o u p s  ( i n  t h e  r a i d s  
011 t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes ) .  My r e a s o n s  h a d  
n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  b a t t l e  ex- 
p e r i e n c e  a n d  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t r o o p s ,  b u t  
r a t h e r  w i t h  d i s c i p l i n e .  If t h e  m i l i t a r i l y  
~ i i d i s c i p l i n e d  and  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  t r o o p s  of 
t t : t  P e o p l e ' s  You th  w e r e  u s e d ,  a s i t u a t i o n  
c o u l d  d e v e l o p  d u r i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  
i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  forces w o u l d  n o t  o b e y  t h e  
o r d e r s  g i v e n  by  t h e  l e a d e r s .  W h e r e a s  w h a t  
w e  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  was a d i s c i p l i n e  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  of o r d e r s .  
T h a t  is why I r e j e c t e d  t h e  i d e a  of u s i n g  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Y o u t h .  

1. 

As w e  s h a l l  see l a t e r ,  i t  was t h e  p l a n  of t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  
t o  arm t h e s e  v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  of u s i n g  
them as a " r e s e r v e  force" to g u a r d  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e .  
Eowever  , when Su h a r  t o  showed e n e r g e t i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h 5  
c o u p ,  n e v e r  e x p e c t e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p ,  a n d  when 
S u k a r n o  f a i l e d  them i n  t h e i r  h o u r  of n e e d ,  p a n i c  a p p a r -  
e n t l y  s t r u c k  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  H a l i m .  T h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  d e f e n s e  
a n d  l o g i s t i c s  had p r o v e d  c o m p l e t e l y  i n a d q u a t e .  A i r  Force 
u n i t s  p r o m i s e d  had  n o t  shown u p  a n d  n e i t h e r  h a d  a c a v a l r y  
u n i t .  T h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  were d e s p e r a t e l y  s h o r t  of r e i n -  
f o r c e m e n t s  fo r  t h e  u n i t s  g u a r d i n g  t h e  P a l a c e  a n d  t h e  
r a d i o  s t a t i o n ;  t hese  u n i t s  had  b e e n  o n  d u t y  s i n c e  e a r l y  
m o r n i n g ,  a n d ,  among o the r  t h i n g s  t h e y  had n o t  e a t e n  a l l  
d a y .  T h e  h u n d r e d s  of Communist  y o u t h  v o l u n t e e r s  who 
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awaited o r d e r s  a t  Lubang  B u a j a  were n e i t h e r  w e l l  t r a i n e d  
n o r  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  t h u s  were t o t a l l y  u n p r e p a r e d  t o  c o n f r o n t  
army u n i t s  of p r o v e n  c a p a b i l i t y ;  b u t  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  
s e n d  them i n t o  D j a k a r t a  anyway ,  a s  t h e  o n l y  r e i n f o r c e -  
m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e y  were i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  u s e  of t h e  
secret  p a s s w o r d  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  
to  t h e  c o u p  forces g u a r d i n g  t h e  Palace a n d  r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  
When t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  a t  Merdeka  S q u a r e ,  t h e y  
c o n f i d e n t l y  c a l l e d  o u t  t h i s  p a s s w o r d ;  b u t  i n s t e a d  of t h e  
c o u n t e r - p a s s w o r d ,  t h e y  were greeted w i t h  p o i n t e d  w e a p o n s  
a n d  s w i f t l y  p u t  u n d e r  arrest b y  S u h a r t o ' s  forces. Un- 
known t o  t h e m ,  t h e  rebel a rmy  u n i t s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  
had  q u i e t l y  e v a c u a t e d  t o  H a l i m .  

By 2000 h o u r s  S u h a r t o  was i n . c o n t r o 1  of t h e  w h o l e  
downtown a rea  a r o u n d  Merdeka S q u a r e .  Soon  t h e r e a f t e r ,  
t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  broadcas t  a n  a n n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  i t  
had  b e e n  l i b e r a t e d  from c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n t r q l  b y  
t h e  a rmed  forces l o y a l  t o  S u h a r t o .  An o f f i c i a l  Army an -  
nouncement  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was d e f i n i t e l y  
a c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n ,  t h a t  a number of army 
g e n e r a l s  had  b e e n  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  il- 
l e g a l l y  occupied ,  t h a t  S u h a r t o  had  t e m p o r a r i l y  t a k e n  o v e r  
l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  a rmy  and  w a s  now i n  f u l l  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  s i t u a t i o m a n d  t h a t  b o t h  S u k a r n o  a n d  N a s u t i o n  werw 
s a f e .  

_.. ....... .-.: 
5.. ....... ..:. 

A t  a b o u t  t h i s  time S u h a r t o  r e c e i v e d  a s e c o n d  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n  from S u k a r n o ,  who a s k e d  f o r  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  S u h a r t o  s e n t  b a c k  t h e  message t h a t  
S u k a r n o  "must  move from Hal im."  B e c a u s e  of t h e  d a n g e i  
of more n o n m i l i t a r y  forces b e i n g  armed b y  t h e  A i r  Force 
a n d  s e n t  i n t o  D j a k a r t a  from H a l i m ,  S u h a r t o  h a d  d e c i d e d  
t h a t  h e  m u s t  e s t a b l i s h  control  o v e r  t h e  a i r  base t h a t  
n i g h t .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  would  w a i t  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  h a d  d q p a r t e d  before a t t a c k i n g  t h e  b a s e .  

T h e  C o l l a p s e  of T h e  Coup 

Back  a t  H a l i m ,  S u k a r n o  was t o r n  w i t h  i n d e c i s i o n ,  
-' a s  he  r e c e i v e d  c o n f l i c t i n g  a d v i c e  from h i s  a d v i s e r s .  By 
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t h e n ,  t h e  c o u p  leaders w e i ' e  i n  a s t a t e  of d e s p e r a t e  gloom 
a n d  m a k i n g  p l a n s  t o  f l ee .  Dan1 a n d  o t h e r s  u r g e d  t h e  Presi- 
d e n t  t o  f l y  w i t h  them t o  Madiun i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  w h e r e  
t h e y  c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a s e c o n d  f r o n t .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  

- s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  d o i n g  t h i s .  T h e r e  is g o o d  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  A i d i t  f u l l y  expected S u k a r n o  t o  j o i n  him when he 
made a r r a n g e m e n t s  for a p l a n e  to f l y  him o u t  of H a l i m .  
A t  t h e  l a s t  moment,  h o w e v e r ,  S u k a r n o  was t a l k e d  o u t  of 
t h e  p l a n .  D e p u t y  P r i m e  S l i n i s t e r  L e i m e n a ,  who had  b e e n  
summoned to  H a l i m  b y  S u k a r n o  a n d  who had  s t a y e d  close 
t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l l  a f t e r n o o n ,  seems to h a v e  b e e n  p r i -  
m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c h a n g i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  mind .  H e  
argued t h a t  S u k a r n o  o u g h t  to d i s e n t a n g l e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  
- the  c o u p  a n d  go s t r a i g h t  to  h i s  palace a t  B o g o r ,  w h e r e  
h e  n o r m a l l y  wen t  e v e r y  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  ( and  i t  was t h e n  
F r i d a y  e v e n i n g )  t o  s p e n d  t h e  week-end .  I t  is no t  known 
w h a t  w o r d s  of w i f e l y  a d v i c e  S u k a r n o  may h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
f r o m  D e w i  o n  t h e  m a t t e r .  S h e  h u r r i e d  o u t  t o  H a l i m  by[ ,  
c a r  a n d  t a l k e d  w i t h  h im s h o r t l y  before h e  l e f t  H a l i m . *  

---- - 
* A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  h a d  l e f t  a note f o r  D e w i  when h e  

l e f t  h e r  home e a r l y  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  I n  i t  h e  is r e p o r t e d  
t o  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a d  received i n f o r m a t i o n . f r o m  s e v e r a l  
p z r s o n s  a b o u t  " t h i n g s  t h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  in t h e  Army the '  
p r e c e e d i n g  n i g h t . "  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " t h e  men who were 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  sa fe-  
g u a r d  Bapak  a n d  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  o p p o s e  h i m , "  so Dewi 
s h o u l d  n o t  w o r r y  b e c a u s e  "Bapak was safe ."  

L a t e r ,  D e w i  made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comments  a b o u t  h e r  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u k a r n o  a t  H a l i m  t h a t  e v e n i n g :  " A s  r e g a r d s  
t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  Bapak a n d  m y s e l f  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
I asked Bapak w h a t  h e  knew about  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a d  hap-  
p e n e d .  Bapak  s a i d ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  Army who w a n t e d  t o  t r y  t o  s t a g e  a c o u p  
a g a i n s t  Bapak  a n d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o the r  men had l e a r n e d  of 
t h i s  before t h e y  c o u l d  d o  so a n d  h a d  t a k e n  a c t i o n  t o  
s a f e g u a r d  Bapak.  Gen.  P a n d j a i t a n  a n d  a n o t h e r  g e n e r a l  (I  
f o r g e t  w h e t h e r  i t  was Gen. H a r j o n o  or Gen. Parman) re- 
s i s t e d  a r r e s t  a n d  a f i g h t  o c c u r r e d  a n d  t h e y  were k i l l e d . "  
. D e w i  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  u n s u s p e c t i n g  of 

a n y  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  i n  t h e  o f f i n g ,  before t h e  coup. 
S u k a r n o  d i d  know of t h e  p l a n s  for t h e  c o u p  b e f o r e h a n d ,  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  5 5 ;  

I f  
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A f t e r w a r d s ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  home i n  D j a k a r t a ;  h e  
w e n t  o n  t o  Bogor ,  h i s  week-end home w h i c h  h e  s h a r e d  w i t h  
h i s  second w i f e  H a r t i n i .  

S u h a r t o  w a n t e d  t o  be v e r y  s u r e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was 
s a f e l y  o u t  of Hal im before h e  o r d e r e d  a n y  o f f e n s i v e  
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a s e ;  h e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  g r a v e  c o n s e -  
q u e n c e s  o f  a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n i n g  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w h i c h  
m i g h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A t  about  2200 
h o u r s  h e  r e c e i v e d  a l o n g  d i s t a n c e  c a l l  from Bogor s a y i n g  
t h a t  S u k a r n o  had  a r r i v e d  there .  S u h a r t o  o r d e r e d  C o l .  
Alex, w h o  was  i n  B o g o r ,  t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
p e r s o n a l l y .  H e  f o u n d  S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  P a l a c e .  

Wi th  t h e  s u r e  knowledge  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was no  l o n g e r  
a t  H a l i m ,  S u h a r t o  b e g a n  h i s  move a g a i n s t  t h e  l a s t  s t r o n g -  
h o l d  of  t h o s e  f o r c e s .  H e  s e l e c t e d  t h e  RPKAD paracommando 
u n i t  l e d  by C o l .  Sarwo Edhy t o  s p e a r h e a d  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  
H a l i m .  
of d a r k n e s s  and  n o t  t o  s h o o t  u n l e s s  f i r e d  u p o n .  T h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  n i g h t ,  t h e  paracommandos q u i e t l y  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  
b a s e  and  i n f i l t r a t e d  i t s  p e r i m e t e r .  The o n l y  s h o o t i n g  
i n c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  a r o u n d  m i d n i g h t ;  S u h a r t o ' s  a n t i a i r -  
c r a f t  u n i t s  o p e n e d  f i r e  on a n  i n c o m i n g  p l a n e ,  w h i c h  t h e y  
t h o u g h t  m i g h t  b e  b r i n g i n g  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  r e b e l s .  I$ was 

S u k a r n o ' s  own j e t  a i r p l a n e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  u p  t o  bledan 
t o  b r i n g  b a c k  S u b a n d r i o .  S u b a n d r i o  had  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  D j a k a r t a ,  

He o r d e r e d  them t o  i n f i l t r a t e  t h e  b a s e  u n d e k  c o v e 1  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  54)  
h e  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e m  t o  h e r .  
After t h e  c a p ,  s h e  seemed s l o w  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  
have  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  - 
( s h e  may s t i l l  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  d i d ) ;  f o r  a l o n g  w h i l e ,  
s h e  seemed h o n e s t l y  n o t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why h e  d i d  n o t  
t a k e  f i r m  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m u r -  
ders .  About t w o  weeks  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  w h e n  D a n i  a n d  h i s  
f a m i l y  were l i v i n g  i n  t h e  P a l a c e  u n d e r  S u k a r n o ' s  p r o t e c -  
t i o n ,  s h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  r e m a r k e d  p r i v a t e l y  t h a t  s h e  

" e v e r y o n e  knows" t h a t  h e  was i m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  coup.  
- c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why S u k a r n o  was  p r o t e c t i n g  Dan i  a s  
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h o w e v e r ,  so h e  was n o t  o n  t h e  p l a n e .  I t  managed t o  l a n d  
s a f e l y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  h i t .  

Abou t  a n  h o u r  a n d  a h a l f  l a t e r  ( a r o u n d  0130 h o u r s  
o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  2 n d ) ,  a n o t h e r  p l a n e  was h e a r d  o v e r -  
h e a d .  I t  was d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by severa l  w i t n e s s e s  
a t  t h e  t i m e  a s  a plane  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  A i r  Force, b u t  
o n l y  a v e r y  f e w  p e o p l e  wou ld  h a v e  known of i ts secret 
m i s s i o n .  J u s t  before m i d n i g h t ,  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o ,  who 
was s t i l l  a c t i n g  a s  t h e  c h i e f  l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Command of t h e  c o u p  a t  S g t .  S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e  a n d  D a n i  a t  
H a l i m ' s  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  a n d  A i d i t  a t  S g t .  S u w a d i ' s  
h o u s e ,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  a n d  s p o k e  

of a n  Air Force p l a n e t o  f l y  him t o  J o g - J a k a r t a  t h a t  e v e n -  
i n g .  D a n i  i m m e d i a t e l y  a r r a n g e d  for a p l a n e .  C o l .  L a t i e f ,  
who h a p p e n e d  t o  be o u t  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  hfaj. S u j o n o  and Sjam 
a t  the t i m e ,  a c t u a l l y  saw t h e  p l ane  t a k e  off; h e  was , t o l d  
t h a t  A i d i t  and  his t w o  b o d y g u a r d s  were b e i n g  f l o w n  o u t  

. t o  J o g j a k a r t a ;  h e  l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  Untung  when h e  
r e t u r n e d  t o  Sgt .  S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s t o r y  
( t o l d  b y  t h e  s i s t e r  of t h e  p i l o t  o f  t h e  p l a n e ) ,  A i d i t  was 
o b v i o u s l y  f u r i o u s  about  s o m e t h i n g ;  a t  one p o i n t ,  h e  re- 
p o i - t e d l y  t h r e w  h i s  c o a t  on  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  s t a m p e d  on i t .  
T h i s  s t o r y ,  w h i c h  may or may n o t  be t r u e ,  f i t s  n i c e l y  * 

w i t h  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  h a v e  a b o u t  A i d i t ' s  s t a t e  of 
mind  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  was  f u r i o u s  a t  S u k a r n o ,  
w h o  by  t h e n  had  l e f t  H a l i m  a n d  w a s  a t  Bogor. H e  may h a v e  
had some r e a s o n  f o r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  S u k a r n o  wou ld  accompany  
h i m  t o  C e n t r a l  J a v a ;  a s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  S u k a r n o  seems t o  
have  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  o n l y  a t  t h e  l a s t  moment  
t o  h a v e  c h a n g e d  h i s  m i n d .  If A i d i t  had  e a r l i e r  f e l t  be- 
t r a y e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  when h e  f a i l e d  t o  make a p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  h i s  sense of ou t r age  
and  b e t r a y a l  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a l l  t h e  more a c u t e  when h e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  h a d  a g a i n  c h a n g e d  h i s  mind  and  was 
n o t  go ing  w i t h  h im.  L a t e r ,  A i d i t  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
s a i d  t h a t  it was S u k a r n o  who o r d e r e d  him t o  f l e e  t o  C e n t r a l  
J a v a  a n d  t h a t  he  was t o  f i n d  a s a f e  h i d i n g  p l a c e  for  t h e  

- t o  D a n i  a b o u t  a n  u r g e n t  request from A i d i t  f o r  t h e  u s e  
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P r e s i d e n t  t h e r e . *  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  A i d i t  s t i l l  had  
some h o p e  of S u k a r n o  e v e n t u a l l y  j o i n i n g  h i m  i n  C e n t r a l  
J a v a  when h e  l e f t  H a l i m ,  b u t  h e  had a l r e a d y  l o s t  h i s  best 
c h a n c e  fo r  s u c c e s s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  some k i n d  of a s e c o n d  
f r o n t  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  w h i c h  w e  know t h a t  Sjam a n d  Pono  
--and p r e s u m a b l y  A i d i t - - w e r e  a r g u i n g  f o r  d u r i n g  those 
l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  h o u r s  a t  Halim--when h e  f a i l e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  
S u k a r n o  t o  g o  w i t h  h i m  t h e n . * *  

D a n i  f l e d  s o o n  a f t e r  A i d i t .  H e  a n d  A i r  Commodore 
Leo  W a t t i m e n a  l e f t  t o g e t h e r  o n  a C-130 H e r c u l e s  a i r c r a f t  
of the I n d o n e s i a n  A i r  Force. Some f i v e  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  t h e y  
f i n a l l y  l a n d e d  a t  I s w a h j u d i  A i r  Force B a s e  i n  h l ad iun ;  

- f o r  most of t h a t  time, t h e y  had b e e n  f l y i n g  a r o u n d  a i m -  
l e s s l y ,  a s  t h e  p i l o t  m o n i t o r e d  t h e  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  a t  
H a l i m  a n d  o t h e r  a i r b a s e s .  

The  C e n t r a l  Command of U n t u n g ,  S u j o n o ,  L a t i e , f ,  
S j a m ,  a n d  Pono was now i n  u t t e r  d e s p a i r .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c o u p  p l a n s  had n o t  p r o v i d e d  fo r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n t i n g e n c y ,  a n d  Un tung  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  

A 
*When A i d i t  a r r i v e d  i n  Semarang  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 

2 O c t o b e r  t o  confer  w i t h  PKI l e a d e r s  Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  
a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  coming  t o  Cen t ra l  J a v a  
was " t o  p r e p a r e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  moving  S u k a r n o  t o  J o g j a k a r t a . "  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  a n o t h e r  o c c a s s i o n  on w h i c h  h e  
r e f e r r e d  t o  S u k a r n o ' s  p l a n s  t o  j o i n  h im i n  Cen t ra l  J a v a ;  h e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  b e e n  t h e  o n e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  
i d e a .  

* * A p p a r e n t l y ,  A i d i t  a n d  Sjam and  Pono had  n o  success 
i n  c o n v i n c i n g  Un tung  a n d  t h e  o the r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  c o u p  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a second f r o n t  
i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a .  A c c o r d i n g  to  U n t u n g ' s  t e s t i m o n y  i n  
c o u r t ,  "Sjam p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a f o l l o w - u p  movement be l a u n c h -  
e d .  W e  made n o  r e p l y  t o  Sjam's  p r o p o s a l .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  
o u r  t h i n k i n g  was v e r y  much i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  u n s u c c e s s -  
f u l  P a s u p a t i  Movement ( t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  k i d n a p  t h e  s e v e n  
g e n e r a l s )  ." 
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a t  a c m p 1 e : t  l o s s  a s  t o  w h a t  t o  do u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
V a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  Un tung  a s  b e i n g  "almost i n  
a daze" or " b e w i l d e r e d "  or " j u s t  s i t t i n g  a r o u n d ,  n o t  d o i n g  
a n y t h i n g . "  Even S jam r e p o r t e d l y  became c o n f u s e d  a n d  seemed 
u n s u r e  w h a t  t o  d o ;  h e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  r e a d y  a n s w e r s  t o  
U n t u n g ' s  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  U n t u n g  h a d  come t o  e x p e c t  from 
him. It is n o t  c l e a r  w h a t  c o n t a c t  S j am may h a v e  had w i t h  
A i d i t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  l a s t  h o u r s  a t  H a l i m ;  i t  is possible  
triaf h e  d C t e d  p r e t t y  much 011 h i s  own. 

I n  p a r t ,  t h e  l a c k  of d e c i s i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  from t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  c a n  be e x p l a i n e d  by  t h e i r  
s t a t e  of a b s o l u t e  e x h a u s t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  s t r a i n  of t h e  d a y  
a n d  t h e  lack of s l e e p .  B u t  i t  a l s o  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  r e a l l y  u s e d  t o  m a k i n g  t h e  c r u c i a l  deci- 
s i o n s  o n  m a t t e r s  of s u c h  i m p o r t a n c e .  I t  was almost  as 
if t h e y  e x p e c t e d  someone  t o  t e l l  them w h a t  t o  d o  i n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n .  As w e  s h a l l  see l a t e r ,  t h i s  was e x a c t l y  w h a t  
had  b e e n  t h e  case w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  a n d  
S u j o n o .  .;Sjam had made a l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s ,  cer- 
t a i n l y  a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p l a n -  
n i n g  of t h e  c o u p  a n d  h e  had  a l w a y s  d e c i d e d  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h  
t h e  u t m o s t  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  a s s u r a n c e .  I t  w a s  n o t  c l e a r  
t o  Un tung  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  w h e t h e r  h e  made c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s  
o n  h i s  own or w h e t h e r  h e  c h e c k e d  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t  w i t h  A i d i t ,  
b u t  t h e y  f e l t  r e a s o n a b l y  s u r e  t h a t  A i d i t  a t  l e a s t  knew 
a n d  a p p r o v e d  of t h e  m a i n  l i n e s  of t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g .  T h e  
f a c t  t h a t  Sjam d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  same c o n t r o l  of t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of t h e  1st t h a t  h e  h a d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c o u p  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  e i t h e r  h e  d i d  r e a l l y  
p a n i c  as h i s  p l a n s  f o r  a c o u p  blew u p  i n  h i s  face  or h e  
was n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n s  i n v o l v e d  w i 5 o u t  
first c h e c k i n g  w i t h  A i d i t  a n d  t h e r e  was n e i t h e r  t h e  t i m e  
n o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  t h e  two men t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a w h o l e  
new p l a n  of a c t i o n  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  f a s t - c h a n g i n g  c i r -  
c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e  d a y .  P r o b a b l y ,  i t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
b o t h .  C e r t a i n l y ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  A i d i t  a n d  Sjam, 
as t h e  d a y  wore o n ,  were n o t  v e r y  f r e q u e n t ,  i f  t h e y  oc- 
c u r r e d  a t  a l l .  T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Sjam 
knew a h e a d  of t i m e  of A i d i t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  f l y  to C e n t r a l  
J a v a ;  i t  appears  t h a t  h e  l e a r n e d  of i t  when C o l .  L a t i e f  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command a n d  r e p o r t e d  i t  to U n t u n g  
a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  t h e r e .  I t  is somewhat  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
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Sjam d i d  n o t  go w i t h  A i d i t  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  J o g j a k a r t a .  They  
may h a v e  had  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  h o w e v e r .  t h a t  A i d i t  w o u l d  
go t o  C e n t r a l  J ava  t o  t r y  t o  k e e p  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  i n  
h a n d  w h i l e  S jam wou ld  s t a y  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  h e l p  manage  
t h i n g s  there.  

I n  a n y  case,  S jam l e f t  H a l i m ,  s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
m o r n i n g  of 2 O c t o b e r ,  i n  t h e  company of Gen.  S u p a r d j o .  
T h e y , m a d e  t h e i r  way on  f o o t  t o  t h e  home of a P K I  member 
i n  D j a k a r t a ,  w h e r e  t h e y  s p e n t  t h a t  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  t o g e t h e r .  
The  n e x t  d a y  t h e y  w e n t  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  w a y s .  U n t u n g  and  
L a t i e f  l e f t  Ha l im t o g e t h e r ,  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  For a t  
l e a s t  a week ,  t h e y  s t a y e d  t o g e t h e r ,  t r a v e l l i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  
e n v i r o n s  of D j a k a r t a  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  
c i t y .  S u j o n o  seems t o  h a v e  s t a y e d  a t  S g t .  S u j a t n o ' s  
h o u s e  t h a t  first n i g h t .  I t  wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  n a t u r a l  f o r  
him t o  be a t  H a l i m ,  s i n c e  (before  t h e  c o u p )  h e  w a s  t h e  
Commander of t h e  A i r  Force t r o o p s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  4 e f e n s e  
of t h e  b a s e .  

A t  dawn,  when C o l .  E d h y ' s  p a r a t r o o p e r s  r u s h e d  t h e  
a i r b a s e ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  had s c a t t e r e d .  Many of 
t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  w h i c h  had  b e e n  e v a c u -  
a t e d  t o  H a l i m  a f t e r  i ts e a r l i e r  g u a r d  d u t y  a t  t h e  P a l a c e ,  
had w a n d e r e d  off d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t . *  T h o s e  w h o  were l e f t  

*From t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  of t h e  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  
4 5 4 t h  who l e f t  t h e i r  p o s t s  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  H a l i m ,  i t  seems 
t h a t  t h e y  had  n o  c l e a r  i d e a  of w h e r e  t h e y  were g o i n g  o r  
how t h e y  were going t o  ge t  t h e r e .  B u t  t h e y  now r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e y  had  b e e n  t r i c k e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e )  were 
d e f e n d i n g  S u k a r n o  a g a i n s t  a c o u p  a t t e m p t  w h e r e a s  i n  f a c t  
t h e y  had  b e e n  u s e d  t o  d e f e n d  a c o u p  a c t i o n .  Some had  some 
v a g u e  i d e a  of r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  pos t  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  
b u t  n o  i d e a  how t h e y  wou ld  get  t h e r e ;  o t h e r s  t a l k e d  of 
t u r n i n g  themselves  i n .  When S u h a r t o  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a n n o u n c e d  
a g e n e r a l  a m n e s t y  t o  a l l  t h o s e  s o l d i e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o u p  who p r o m p t l y  t u r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n ,  t h e y  d i d  j u s t  

n i g h t ,  before  t u r n i n g  a r o u n d  a n d  g o i n g  b a c k  i n t o  D j a k a r t a  
t o  r epor t  t o  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

. t h a t .  T h u s ,  n o n e  of t hem got  v e r y  f a r  from H a l i m  t h a t  
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p ~ :  LIP p r a c t i c a l l y  no r e s i s t a n c e .  By 0610 h o u r s ,  S u h a r t o  
h a d  t a k e n  Hdl izn- -&i thout  t h e  loss of a s i n g l e  man.  

ilc t .. .-- i e c t i o n s  of t h e  Coup T h r o u g h o u t  I n d o n e s i a  --------_--__- 

As t h e r e  is a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  e v e n t s  
c o c n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement t h a t  o c c u r r e d  
ob t s ide  1 - j a k a r t a .  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  c l a r i f y  j u s t  w h a t  
h d p p e n e d  i n  ~ i t i e s  l i k e  S e m a r a n g ,  J O g j a k a r t a ,  a n d  Solo, 
w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  b j a k a r t a ' s  l e a d  i ~ ?  e s t a b l i s h i n g  R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  C o u n c i l s  ~ r s  c a l l e d  for i n  t h e  Decree of t h e  30 Septem- 
b e r  .\iobemcnt b i o a d c a s t  from D j a k a r t a  at mid-day  o n  1 October.. 

I n  t h e  t h r e e  k e y  c i t i e s  of C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  t h e r e  oc- 
c u r r e d  t h e  same b a s i c  p a t r e r n  o f  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  fol lowed 
b y  d p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  f o r  G n t u n g ' s  movemedt  
hnd  a n  of t h e  f o r m a r i o n  of 5 R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
ouncil . i e r y  s h o r t l y  a f i e r  t h e  Un tung  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o n  

r h e  r a d i o ,  C'ol. Sclherman,-  C h i e f  of Army I n t e l l i g e n c e  for 

- -. -------- - 
= U n t u n g  h a d  b e e n  a n  i n t i m a t e  c o n f i d a n t  of S u h e r m a n  ' 

when r h e  l a r x e r  vras B r i t i a l i o n  Commander a n d  Un tung  a 
Company Commandtzr i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  T e T r i t o r i a l  D i v i -  
sion. On t h e  two t r i p s  t h a t  Un tung  made t o  S e m a r a n g  
a f t e r  h e  &as t r a n s f e r r e d  to D j a k a r t a  i n  May 1965, h e  had  
s t a y e d  a t  S u h e r m a n ' s  h o u s e .  Thus, h e  had  l a s t  s e e n  S u h e r -  
man a b o u t  a month  a n d  a k a l f  before t h e  c .oup.  On t h e  
s e c o n d  IT-ip i n  Aclgusr ,  he had  s t o p p e d  o f f  i n  S r o n d o l ,  
s t a y i n g  d t  t h e  home of Major S a k i r n o ,  w h o  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  
Gntung as Commander of t h e  4 5 1 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  I n  h i s  testi- 
mony a t  E n t u n g ' s  t r i a l ,  S d k r i s n o  s r a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had 
b e e n  n o  d i s c u s s i o n  of a c o u p  o n  t h a t  o c c a s i o n .  No d o u b t ,  
S u k r i s n o  was t e l l i n g  the t r o t h .  Untung h i m s e l f  was n o t  
b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  p l a n n i n g  l o r  . t h e  c o u p  u n t i l  e a r l y  Septern- 
ber  . Vosi 1 i kel y , Ln t u n g  a n d  Su herman n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  m a t z e r  of t.he c o u p .  e i t h e r .  S u h e r m a n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  
o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c o u p  were a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  a r r a n g e d  b y  
. t h e  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u  of t h e  PKI Specia l  B u r e a u  i n  S e m a r a n g .  
S h e r e  is n o  ev id t znce  :ha t  a n y  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  
( f o o t n o : e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  page 61! 



C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  s t a t i o n e d  i n  S e m a r a n g ,  a c t i n g  i n  c lose  col-  
l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  C o l .  M a r j o n o ,  c h i e f  of p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  L t .  
C o l .  S a s t r o d i b r o t o ,  b u r e a u  c h i e f  f o r  c i v i l - m i l i t a r y  r e l a -  
t i o n s ,  s e i zed  c o n t r o l  of t h e  D i v i s i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  
p l a c e d  t h e  Commander of t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  D i v i s i o n ,  Gen. 
S u r j o s u m p e n o ,  u n d e r  a r r e s t .  * Sometime a r o u n d  mid -morn ing ,  
Suhe rman  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s t u d i o  of R a d i o  I n d o n e s i a  i n  S e m a r a n g  
t o  b r o a d c a s r  t w o  i m p o r t a n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t s :  o n e ,  t h a t  h e  
had  t a k e n  over command of t h e  d i v i s i o n  a n d ,  t w o ,  t h a t  a 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  had  b e e n  formed i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Decree of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement.  

S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  r a d i o  a n n o u n c e m e n t  from D j a k a r t a ,  
a M a j o r  M u l j o n o  s t a t i o n e d  i n  J o g j a k a r t a .  w e n t  t o  see h i s  
commanding o f f i c e r ,  C o l ,  Ka tamso ,  t o  u r g e  him t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  Un tung  p r o c l a m a t i o n  and  d e c l a r e  t h e  J o g j a k a r t a  Com- 
mand b e h i n d  i t .  When Katamso s t a l l e d ,  h l u l j o n o  s e n t  a 
s q u a d  of men l o y a l  t o  him t o  a r r e s t  K a t a m s o  a n d  t h e  d e p u t y  
commander ,  L t .  C o l .  S u g i j o n o . * *  T h e  t w o  men were t a k e n  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  60) 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  i n  D j a k a r t a  d i s c u s s e d  p l a n s  for t h e  
c o u p  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s .  T h e  PKB 
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  wou ld  h a v e  h a n d l e d  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  c o o r d i n a t -  
i n g  e v e n t s  i n  Semarang  or J o g j a k a r t a  o r  Solo w i t h  t hose  
i n  D j a k a r t a .  

*Sur josu rnpeno  was  a b l e  t o  t r i c k  t h e  y o u n g  o f f i ce r s  who  
g u a r d e d  h i m  i n t o  l e a v i n g  h im a l o n e  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  a l low 
him to make h i s  e s c a p e  from t h e  D i v i s i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  
From there  h e  f l e d  s o u t h w a r d s  o u t  of S e m a r a n g  t o  M a g e l a n g ,  
w h e r e  h e  c o n t a c t e d  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s .  W i d e s p r e a d  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  w a s  o n e  of t h e  v i c t i m s  of t h e  30 Sep tem-  
ber Movement were n o t  t r u e .  

* * A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  troops t h a t  were s e n t  t o  arrest  Kat- 
amso first l o o k e d  for him a t  h i s  home before t h e y  w e n t  
t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h e r e  t h e y  f o u n d  
h im.  T h e  s t o r y  w a s  s p r e a d  t h a t ,  n o t  f i n d i n g  h i m  a t  home, 
t h e y  m u r d e r e d  h i s  w i f e  and  8 c h i l d r e n  ( " b r u t a l l y  c h o p p i n g  
them t o  b i t s " ) .  A g a i n ,  t h e r e  was  n o  t r u t h  t o  t h e  s t o r y ,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  is s t i l l  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d ,  no  d o u b t  b e c a u s e  
i t  h a s  b e e n  r e p e a t e d  so o f t e n .  K a t a m s o  a n d  S u g i j o n o  were 
k i l l e d ,  however ;  t h e y  were t h e  o n l y  v i c t i m s  of t h e  30 
S e p t e m b e r  Movement i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a .  

- 
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t o  t h e  a rmy b a r r a c k s  t h r e e  m i l e s  o u t s i d e  J o g j a k a r t a  a n d  
h e l d  t h e r e  a l l  d a y .  M u l j o n o  t h e n  o r d e r e d  h i s  t r o o p s  t o  
s u r r o u n d  t h e  p a l a c e  complex  of t h e  S u l t a n  of J o g j a k a r t a ,  
who h a p p e n e d  t o  be o u t  of town a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  a l s o  
seizea t h e  J o g j a k a r t a  R a d i o  S t a t i o n .  A t  2000 h o u r s  R a d i o  
I n d o n e s i a  i n  J o g j a k a r t a  began  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  
U n t u n g ' s  c o u p  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  w h i c h  w a s  i t se l f  now i n  t h e  
l a s t  s t a g e s  of c o l l a p s e .  

S o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 1 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  n e w l y  
a p p o i n t e d  commander of t h e  Solo ( S u r a k a r t a )  m i l i t a r y  
d i s t r i c t ,  L t .  C o l .  Ezy S u h a r t o ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  c h i e f  
-of s t a f f  a n d  a b r i g a d e  commander u n d e r  h im,  were p u t  un-  

d e r  a r res t  by  a c e r t a i n  Major  I s k a n d a r - ,  a f t e r  t h e y  had  
d e l a y e d  i n  g i v i n g  s u p p o r t  t o  U n t u n g ' s  movement.  A t  1 8 0 0  
h o u r s ,  some t w o  h o u r s  b e f o r e  J o g j a k a r t a ,  R a d i o  I n d o n e s i a  
i n  Solo  p u t  o u t  a s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  f o r  Solo o n  t h e  mode l  o f  t h e  t .  
C e n t r a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  a n n o u n c e d  by Un tung .  T h i s  
i n i t i a l  s t a t e m e n t  was i s s u e d  b y  t h e  Communist  mayor  o f  
S o l o ,  Utomo Ramelan,  whom t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s  of t h e  PKI 
( A i d i t ,  Lukman, a n d  S a k i r m a n )  would  v i s i t  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  
d a y  f o r  h i g h - l e v e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  of PKI p o l i c y  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
m a t h  of t h e  c o u p ' s  f a i l u r e .  

N o t h i n g  of t h e  s o r t  t h a t  happened  i n  S e m a r a n g ,  
J o g j a k a r t a ,  a n d  Solo happened  a n y w h e r e  else i n  J a v a ,  
n o t  e v e n  i n  E a s t  J a v a ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  were many p o w e r f u l  
centers of Communist  s t r e n g t h .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  uncon-  
f i r m e d  r e p o r t ,  t h e  Governor  of B a l i  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
made some s t a t e n e n t  about  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  C o u n c i l  f o r  B a l i ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  more came of i t ,  if i n  
f a c t  h e  e v e r  made s u c h  a s t a t e m e n t .  T h e r e  was much c o n -  
c e r n  a t  t h e  t i m e  about S u m a t r a ,  w h e r e  t h e  PKI was t h o u g h t  
t o  h a v e  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  p a r a m i l i t a r y - t y p e  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  c rea te  w i d e s p r e a d  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r .  
The  l e f t i s t  G o v e r n o r  of N o r t h  S u m a t r a ,  Army G e n e r a l  U l u n g  
S i t e p u ,  is known t o  h a v e  s e n t  a c a b l e  t o  D j a k a r t a  con-  
g r a t u l a t i n g  U n t u n g  o n  h i s .  "move t o  s a v e  t h e  R e p u b l i c "  a n d  
p l e d g i n g  t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  of N o r t h  Sumatra t o  t h e  30 
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S e p t e m b e r  Movement.* B u t  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  o b s e r v -  
a b l e  r e s p o n s e  from S u m a t r a  t o  e v e n t s  i n  D j a k a r t a .  T h e  
c i t y  of Medan w a s  q u i e t ;  no u n u s u a l  a c t i v i t y  by a n y  g r o u p  
w a s  n o t e d  a t  a n y  time a f t e r  t h e  news from D j a k a r t a  w a s  
first r e c e i v e d .  T h e r e  was n o  e v i d e n c e  of a n y  u n u s u a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  a c t i o n  i n  S u r a b a y a ,  e i t h e r .  I n  t h e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
c o u p ,  c e r t a i n  w a l l  p o s t e r s  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  S u r a b a y a  s u p -  
p o r t i n g  t h e  c o u p  were s u s p e c t e d  t o  be t h e  work  of t h e  PKI; 
o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e r e  was n o  known PKI a c t i v i t y  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
t h e  c o u p  a n y w h e r e  i n  S u m a t r a .  Be tween  2-12 O c t o b e r ,  about  
150 PKI l e a d e r s ,  p l u s  many o r d i n a r y  m e m b e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  
from a l l  a r e a s  of S u m a t r a ,  w e n t  i n t o  h i d i n g  i n  t h e  j u n g l e  
m o u n t a i n  a r e a s  of N o r t h  S u m a t r a ,  a t  v a r i o u s  p r e a r r a n g e d  

- l o c a t i o n s .  I t  was p resumed  t h a t  t h e y  were o r g a n i z i n g  them-  
s e l v e s  i n t o  a p a r a - m i l i t a r y  force for  a n  a l l - o u t  showdown 
w i t h  t h e  a r m y ,  b u t  n o  s u c h  showdown e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  
I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  A i d i t ' s  p o l i c y ,  t h e y  had  s i m p l y  g o n e  i n t o  
h i d i n g  u n t i l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c l e a r e d ,  T:iey n e v e r  c h a l l e n g e d  
t h e  a rmy i n  a n y  resort  t o  armed force. S e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  
of them were f i n a l l y  c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  a r m y ,  h a v i n g  p u t  up  
a lmost  n o  r e s i s t a n c e - - w h i c h  was  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  PKI sur- 
r e n d e r  t o  t h e  army a l l  o v e r  I n d o n e s i a  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  

B u t  o n  t h e  d a y  of 1 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of m i l i -  
t a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  from t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of t h e  30 S e p t e m B e r  
Movement i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  D j a k a r t a  
seemed q u i t e  r e a l  t o  S u h a r t o .  Around 2000-2100 h o u r s ,  
m e s s a g e s  b e g a n  t o  be r e c e i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  from C e n t r a l  
J a v a  t h a t  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  J o g j a k a r t a  a n d  Se;narhi!g 
were i n  rebe l  h a n d s .  Once S u k a r n o  d e c i d e d  to go t o  Bogo: 
r a t h e r  t h a n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  S u h a r t o  was  f ree  t o  c o n s i d e r  
h i s  move a g a i n s t  t h e  rebel s t r o n g h o l d s  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  
w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s a f e t y  w h i c h  had 

*On 8 October, a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  c o u p ,  Gov. 
U l u n g  S i t e p u  a n d  h i s  w i f e  f l e d  Medan, t a k i n g  a l l  their 
p e r s o n a l  v a l u a b l e s  w i t h  t h e m .  They were r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
g o n e  t o  t h e  K a b a n d j a h e  a r e a  w h e r e  h e  had  a s t r o n g  l e f t -  

. ist f o l l o w i n g .  
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i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  a t t a c k  H a l i m  u n t i l  h e  w a s  
s u r e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  had  l e f t  t h e  a i r b a s e .  S u h a r t o ' s  s t r a t e g y  
of w i n n i n g  o v e r  t h e  forces l o y a l  t o  Untung  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  
was v e r y  much t h e  same s t r a t e g y  h e  had u s e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t roops  a c t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  o rde r s  of t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  i n  
D j a k a r t a .  H e  b e g a n  w i t h  w h a t  w a s  t o  p r o v e  a l o n g  se r ies  
of a p p e a l s  a n d  c o u n t e r m a n d i n g  of o r d e r s  o v e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
t e l ex  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  r a d i o .  I n  a r a d i o g r a m  t o  C e n t r a l  
J a v a  h e  e x p l i c i t l y  d i s a v o w e d  C o l .  S u h e r m a n ' s  o r d e r  t o  a l l  
commanders  w i t h i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  .Java T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i s i o n ;  
as a former commander  of r h a t  D i v i s i o n ,  h e  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  
h o p i n g  t o  r a l l y  l o y a l t i e s  t o  h i m s e l f .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  

-he  o r d e r e d  a rmy  u n i t s  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  t o  be p l a c e d  o n  24- 
h o u r  combat r e a d i n e s s  t o  resist a n y  s e i z u r e s  of g o v e r n -  
m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  by  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l s ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  
t h e y  werenot t o  t a k e  a n y  p r e c i p i t a t e  a c t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  
l e a d  t o  a c i v i l  w a r . *  

I 

By l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  o n  1 O c t o b e r  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  C e n t r a l  Java T e r r i t o r i a l  Command had  d e c i d e d  w i t h -  
o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  rebe l  forces of Untung  a n d  
C o l .  S u h e r m a n .  ? h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  some of t h e  t r o o p s  a p p a r -  
e n t l y  h e s i t a t e d  i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l e a d  of t h e  o f f icers  
w a s  t h e i r  u n c e r t a i n t y  a s  to S u k a r n o ' s  p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  
c o u p .  A t  t h e  h e i g h t  of t h e  c o u p  f o r t u n e s  on  1 O c t o b e r ,  
t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  Tebe l s  were e s t i m a t e d  to h a v e  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of o n l y  o n e  b a t t a l i o n ;  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s ,  
t h e s e  forces  g r a d u a l l y  m e l t e d  a w a y ,  much as  t h e  t r o o p s  
of t h e  5 3 0 t h  a n d  4 5 4 t h  b a t t a l i o n s  d e s e r t e d  t h e  c a u s e  of 
t h e  c o u p  i n  I j j a k a r t a  a n d  went  o v e r  t o  t h e  s i d e  of S u h a r t o .  

- 
* T h e r e  was n e v e r  a n y  p l a n  f o r  t h e  u s e  of West J a v a n e s e  

or a n y  o ther  n o n - C e n t r a l  j a v a n e s e  forces a g a i n s t  t h e  rebels .  
C e n t r a l  J a v a  D i v i s i o n a l  Commander S u r j o s u m p e n o ,  who had  
e s c a p e d  from t h e  rebel o f f i ce r s  who had  p u t  him u n d e r  
a r r e s t ,  f e l t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n ,  a n d  S u h a r t o  t h o u g h t  h e  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  t h e  c h a n c e  
t o  d o  so. 
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S e m a r a n g  was  t h e  f i rs t  of t h e  rebel  c i t i e s  t o  f a l l .  
T h e  t r o o p s  of Suhe rman  had b e e n  h e a r i n g  o n  t h e  r a d i o  a b o u t  
t h e  f a i l u r e  of U n t u n g ' s  c o u p  i n  D j a k a r t a .  S u h e r m a n ' s  
a u t h o r i t y  d w i n d l e d  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  t h a t .  D i v i s i o n  Commander 
S u r j o s u m p e n o  h a d  b r o u g h t  l o y a l  t r o o p s  t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
of S e m a r a n g .  After " S u h a r t o - $ t y l e "  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  some 
of t h e  rebel o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  t r o o p s  were l a r g e l y  won o v e r .  
On t h e  m o r n i n g  of 2 October,  S u r j o s u m p e n o  r e - o c c u p i e d  
S e m a r a n g  w i t h o u t  a s h o t  b e i n g  f i r e d .  S u h e r m a n ,  M a r j o n o ,  
a n d  S a s t r o d i b r o t o  f l e d  w i t h  a h a n d f u l  of t roops s t i l l  
l o y a l  t o  them.+ 

S u r j o s u m p e n o  b e g a n  s e n d i n g  t a n k  a n d  p a r a t r o o p  u n i t s  
t o  J o g j a k a r t a  a n d  Solo t o  t r y  t o  w i n  b a c k  t h e  l o y a l t y  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t s  t h e r e .  Some c r u c i a l  b a t t a l i o n s  were won 
o v e r ,  b u t  t h e  t w o  c i t i e s  were s t i l l  i n  rebel h a n d s  t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n  when t h e  a f t e r n o o n  e d i t i o n s  of t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  
i n  t h e  two c i t i e s  came o u t .  T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  a l a r g e ;  demon- 
s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  U n t u n g ' s  c o u p  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  m a i n  
p a r t  of J o g j a k a r t a .  T h e  m a j o r  PKI mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
r e s t r a i n e d  from a c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  l o c a l  Communis t  y o u t h  
g r o u p  was c o n s p i c i o u s  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  y o u t h  g r o u p s  of 
t h e  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  M u l j o n o  was a b l e  
t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  Communist  y o u t h  more t h a n  t h e  PKI l e a d -  
e r s h i p .  T h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  wa& t o  
p r o v e  v e r y  d a m a g i n g  t o  t h e  P K I ' s  e f f o r t  t o  c l a i m  c o m p l e t e  
n o n - i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  o n l y  b l o o d s h e d  of t h e  
c o u p  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  o c c u r r e d  t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n  i n  
J o g j a k a r t a .  Katomso and S u g i j o n o  were r e m o v e d  from t h e i r  
t e m p o r a r y  p l a c e  of i n c a r c e r a t i o n  a n d  t a k e n  o u t  of town 
a n d  s h o t .  

I n  Solo a l s o ,  t h e  p r o - c o u p  t i d e  w a s  s t i l l  s t r o n g  
o n  2 October. P l a c a r d s  i n d i c a t i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  Un tung  
were p l a s t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c i t y .  G r o u p s  of Communist  

*After t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  c o u p ,  Suhe rman  a n d  C o l .  Mar- 
' .  j o n o  h i d  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  of C e n t r a l  J a v a  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
._ of J o g j a k a r t a .  T h e y  were f i n a l l y  c a p t u r e d  i n  December 

1965. 

-65-  



v c : . ~ t i i  w a n d e r e d  a b o u t  i n  a v a g u e l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  way;  almost 
e t e r y o n e  e l se  k e p t  off t h e  s t ree ts .  

L a t e  i n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  2 n d ,  t he re  were s i g n s  t h a t  
t h e  t i d e  h a d  begun  t o  c h a n g e .  A t  0130 h o u r s  o n  t h e  3 r d ,  
S u k a r n o  made h i s  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h i s  
w a s  r e l a y e d  t o  J o g j a k a r t a  a n d  Solo. A n t i - U n t u n g  p l a c a r d s  
t-egatI I O  a p p e a r .  By 4 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  i n  

. I ! ! ,  . i ! i es  were i n  t h e  h a n d s  of S u r j o s u m p e n o ' s  men,  a n d  
i o c a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders  a r r e s t e d  by  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  w e r e  
r e l e a s e a  unharmed.  The  s i t u a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  t e n s e  b u t  c a l m  
w i t h  b o t h  p r o - c o u p  a n d  a n t i - c o u p  g r o u p s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s t a r t  
a n y t h i n g .  As w e  s h a l l  see l a t e r ,  A i d i t  a n d  o t h e r  t o p  PKI 
l e a d e r s  were a b l e  t o  move a b o u t  t h e  c i t y  of Solo o p e n l y ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  m i l i t a r i l y  i n  S u r j o s u m p e n o ' s  h a n d s .  

By t h e  m o r n i n g  of 5 October o v e r t  m i l i t a r y  resist- 
a n c e  t o  S u r j o s u m p e n o  had  c e a s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C e n t r a l  J aga .  
A s i d e  from t h e  m u r d e r s  of t h e  t w o  J o g j a k a r t a  a rmy  c h i e f s ,  
t h e r e  had b e e n  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  l a c k  of v i o l e n c e .  C i t i e s  
a n d  l o y a l t i e s  had  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  s i l e n t l y  a n d  p e a c e f u l l y .  
I t  had  b e e n  a game of b l u f f  a n d  c o u n t e r - b l u f f ,  t h r e a t  a n d  
c o u n t e r - t h r e a t ,  a p p e a l  a n d  c o u n t e r - a p p e a l .  

T h e  Coup d e  G r a c e  f o r  t h e  PKI 

I n  D j a k a r t a ,  t h e  o u t c o m e  of t h e  c o u p  had  n o t  hung  
i n  t h e  b a l a n c e  e v e n  t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of 2-3 d a y s  a s  i t  
had  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a .  By t h e  e n d  of t h e  d a y  o n  1 O c t o b e r ,  
t h e  c o u p  forces had f l e d  i n  d e f e a t  a n d  S u h a r t o  was i n  f u l l  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Un tung  had  n o t  h e l d  t h e  c i t y  
l o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  a n y  s o r t  of mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of s u p p o r t  
--either s p o n t a n e o u s  o r  o t h e r w i s e - - t o  m a t e r i a l i z e .  Had 
there  b e e n  p l a n s  f o r  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  l i k e  t h e  o n e  i n  
J o g j a k a r t a ,  f o r  2 O c t o b e r  or t h e  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g ,  it w o u l d  
n a t u r a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l e d  o f f  i n  t h e  h o p e l e s s  s i t u a t i o n  
of t h e  u t t e r  co l l apse  of t h e  c o u p .  T h u s ,  t h e r e  n e v e r  w a s  
t h e  s p e c t a c l e  of g r o u p s  of Communis t s  a n d  o t h e r  l e f t i s t s  
o u t  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  of D j a k a r t a  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  coup- -a s  
t h e r e  w a s ' i n  J o g j a k a r t a  a n d  Solo.  
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I n  v i ew of t h i s ,  one i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 2 
O c t o b e r  is a l l  t h e  more i n t r i g u i n g  and  m y s t i f y i n g .  I t  
is t h e  e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  PKI n e w s p a p e r  H a r i a n  
R a k j a t ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of  2 O c t o b e r .  
I n  i t s  b a n n e r  h e a d l i n e ,  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  c l a i m e d  t h a t  Un tung  
had s a v e d  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  from a coup of t h e  g e n e r a l s '  
c o u n c i l .  Accompanying t h e  h e a d l i n e s  was  a c r u d e  c a r t o o n ,  
s h o w i n g  a m i g h t y  f i s t ,  l a b e l e d  ' t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement ' ,  
s m a s h i n g  i n t o  t h e  f a c e  of a n  I n d o n e s i a n  g e n e r a l .  T h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  p o c k e t s  were s t u f f ~ d  w i t h  money; he had  d o l l a r  
s i g n s  f o r  e p a u l e t t e s ;  h i s  s h o u l d e r  b a d g e s  showed him t o  
b e  a member of t h e  C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s ,  a n d  h i s  cap w a s  
s t a m p e d  w i t h  C I A ;  p r o p p i n g  k.im u p  was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  un- 
p l e a s a n t - l o o k i n g  U n c l e  Sam. H e x t  t o  t h e  c a r t o o n ,  o n  t h e  
f r o n t  p a g e ,  w a s  a b r i e f  E d i t o r i a l ,  o n l y  202 w o r d s  i n  l e n g t h ,  
w h i c h  condemned t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  and  c a l l e d  U n t u n g ' s  
a c t i o n  ''a p a t r i o t i c  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e . "  A l t h o u g h  
i t  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  " n a t u r e  of t h e  a c t i o n  was a n  i q t e r n a l  
army m a t t e r , "  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
" t h e  s y m p a t h y  a n d  s u p p o r t  of t h e  p e o p l e "  o u g h t  c e r t a i n l y  
t o  be  f o r  t h e  c o u p . *  On t h e  w h o l e ,  i t  was  a r a t h e r  c a u t i o u s  
e d i t o r i a l ,  b u t  t h i s  was r e a l l y  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t ;  t h e  dam- 
a g e  had a l r e a d y  b e e n  d o n e  s i m p l y  b y  g o i n g  o n  r e c o r d  i n  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p .  I n  b d t  202 i l l - a d v i s e d  w o r d s ,  w h i c h  
g a v e  t h e  c o u p  t h e  P K l ' s  p u b l i c  e n d o r s m e n t ,  H a r i a n  R r r k j a t  
had p r o v i d e d  t h e  a rmy w i t h  -,he d o c u m e n t a r y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  PKI's own o b l i t e r a t i o n .  

*The PKI was  s h r e w d  i n  d e c E i v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t o  t h l l i k -  
i n g  t h a t  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement was  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  
a n  i n t e r n a l  p r o b l e m  of t h e  Army. T h e  c o u p  had b e e n  de -  
l i b e r a t e l y  s t a g e d  t o  l o o k  t h a t  way,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  of Untung a s  t h e  n o m i n a l  l e a d e r  of t h e  c o u p .  - 
H i s  f irst  p u b l i c  p r o c l a m a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  a n  i n t e r n a l  m a t t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  
a rmy.  The  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  e d i t o r i a l  s i m p l y  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  
t h e m e  t h a t  had  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e c i d e d  on  a s  t h e  c o v e r  s t o r y  
f o r  t h e  coup. I t  p r o v e d  t o  be a c o n v i n c i n g  c o v e r  s t o r y  
t h a t  was a c c e p t e d  by  many p e o p l e  ';it t h e  t i m e ,  

-- 
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I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a p e r ' s  n o r m a l  p u b l i s h i n g  
r o u t i n e ,  t h e  2 O c t o b e r  m o r n i n g  e d i t i o n  was  p r o b a b l y  s e t  
a n d  p r i n t e d  l a t e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a f t e r n o o n . *  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
e v e n t s  s e e m e d  t o  be g o i n g  w e l l  e n o u g h  fo r  t h e  c o u p  forces 
t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ' s  e d i t o r s  w o u l d  h a v e  f e l t  c o n f i d e n c e  
e n o u g h  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  s u c h  a n  o p i n i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  t i m -  
i n g  is c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e a c t i n g  t o  e v e n t s  
a s  t h e y  h a p p e n e d ,  b u t  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  were a c t u -  
a l l y  p r e p a r e d  fo r  e v e n t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of h a v i n g  t h e  e d i -  
t o r i a l  r e a d y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  before  1 October .  I t  is 
d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r s  w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  a s t a n d  o n  a 
m a t t e r  of s u c h  i m p o r t a n c e  e x c e p t  o n  t h e  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  of 
t h e  P o l i t b u r o - - o r  A i d i t  h i m s e l f - - w h i c h  w o u l d  a lmost  h a v e  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  a g r e e d  upon  before t h e  c o u p .  T h e  e d i t o r i a l  
r e f l ec t s  a c a u t i o u s - b u t - p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  w o u l d  
h a v e  a p p e a l e d  t o  A i d i t  a n d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e  may e v e n  
h a v e  w r i t t e n  i t  h i m s e l f .  For t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  
be d e d u c e d  f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  a s  i t  a p p e a r e d  a n d  w h e n l i t  
a p p e a r e d ,  i t  wou ld  seem t h a t  t h e  PKI m u s t  h a v e  had fore-  
k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  c o u p .  C o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e v i d -  
e n c e  w e  h a v e  t h a t  t h e  PKI n o t  o n l y  had  f o r e k n o w l e d g e  of 
t h e  c o u p  b u t  w a s  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  p l a n n i n g  t h e  a f f a i r ,  
i t  is o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  was  p a r t  of t h e  p l a n n i n g  
from t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  T h e  e d i t o r i a l  s tressed t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was p u r e l y  a n  i n t e r n a l  a rmy  a f f a i r  w h i c h  

. _. 

' A p p e r e n t l y ,  t h e  2 O c t o b e r  e d i t i o n  of H a r i a n  R a k j a t  
w a s  o n  t h e  n e w s t a n d s  a t  t h e  r e g u l a r  t i m e  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  
of 2 O c t o b e r ,  w h i c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  w a s  p r i n t e d  a s  u s u a l  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  before .  One o the r  n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  
o n  2 O c t o b e r - - S u l u h  I n d o n e s i a - - w a s  p u b l i s h e d  l a t e r -  t h a n  
u s u a l  t h a t  d a y .  .A l though  i t  w a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was d u e  - 
t o  " t e c h n i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s " ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  i t  w a s  d u e  t o  t h e  
c o u p .  S u l u h  I n d o n e s i a ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  c 0 1 - p  i 6  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g .  I t d l i n e d  its s u p p o r t ' a n d  t h a t  of t h e  PNI f o r  
S u k a r n o  a n d  d e n i e d  knowing  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of PNI people  o n  U n t u n g ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l .  I n  t h i s  
way ,  i t  a v o i d e d  t a k i n g  a d i r ec t  s t a n d  o n  t h e  c o u p ,  i n  
c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  s t a n d  t a k e n  by  H a r i a n  R a k j a t .  
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was  t h e  same p o i n t  t h a t  Un tung  made i n  h i s  f irst  p u b l i c  
announcemen t  of t h e  c o u p .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  was  t h e  s t o r y  
i n v e n t e d  by t h e  P K I  t o  c o v e r  u p  PKI i n v o l v e v e n t  i n  t h e  
c o u p .  The  e d i t o r i a l  f n  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  was s i m p l y  p a r t  of 
PKI p l a n n i n g  a h e a d  o f  time to h a v e  i t  a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  r e a l  
e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  

T h e r e  is st i l l  t h e  u n a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n  of why t h e  
P K I  l e a d e r s  who w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  d i d  
n o t  s t o p  its d i s t r i b u t i o n  e a r l y  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 2 O c t o b e r  
when t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  had f a i l e d  
m i s e r a b l y .  Though t h e  n e w s p a p e r  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p r i n t e d  

- a n d  r e a d y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e y  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  pre- 
v e n t e d  its c i r c u l a t i o n .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  was  
p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were a c t i n g  on p r e v i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from A i d i t  or t h e  Po l i tbu ro  and  t h e y  were n o t  p r e p a r e d  
t o  do a n y t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  w i t h o u t  new i n s t r u c t i o n s  on  t h e  
m a t t e r .  I n  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  of t h e  moment,  A i d i t  o b v i o u s l y  
d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  t i m e  or  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  
e d i t o r s  of H a r i a n  R a k j a t ,  if t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
e v e n  o c c u r r e d h i m .  H e  w a s  t o t a l l y  o c c u p i e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
w i t h  more i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s ,  s u c h  a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  S u k a r n o  
t o  go w i t h  him t o  C e n t r a l  J ava - -and  when t h a t  f a i l e d ,  w i t h  
t h e  m a t t e r  of h i s  own f l i g h t  t o  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
s a f e t y ,  a n d  h i s  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  c o n t a c t  Lukman a n d  o ther  
t o p  PKI l e a d e r s  t o  d e c i d e  o n  p a r t y  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  
s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p ' s  c o l l a p s e .  

Wha teve r  t h e  r e a s o n ,  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o'f t h e  2 OctcL,e 
e d i t i o n  of H a r i a n  R a k j a t  w i t h  i ts  e d i t o r i a l  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  
c o u p  was a n  a c t  of p o l i t i c a l  s u i c i d e .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  
w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  g a v e  t h e  p a r t y  a c e r t a i n  s t r e n g t h  because 
of i ts a b i l i t y  t o  r e a c t  q u i c k l y  t o  c h a n g e  ( s i n c e  i t  was  
t o t a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ) ,  
worked  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y ,  s i n c e  v a r i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l s  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  w a i t e d  for o r d e r s  f r o m  a b o v e  i n s t e a d  of 
a c t i n g  o n  t h e i r  own a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  own best  j u d g m e n t  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  When t h e  c h a i n  of command \b roke  down 
--as i t  d i d  o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 1 O c t o b e r - - t h e  p a r t y  was a l l  
b u t  p a r a l y z e d  a n d  s u d d e n l y  made v e r y  v u l n e r a Q l e  t o  a t t a c k .  
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Burning of the Communist Youth Headquarters 



PKI Headquarters after the anti-Communist 
demolistration in Djakarta on 8 October 1965 

. 



The  P o s t l u d e  

The  Xndonesian coup of September  1965 may w e l l  
p rove  t o  be one of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  of t h e  
post-war  p e r i o d .  The p o l i t i c a l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  of  t h e  coup 
h a v e  n o t  o n l y  changed t h e  whole course of I n d o n e s i a n  
h i s t o r y  b u t  t h e y  have had a profound e f f e c t  on t h e  wor ld  
p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  of S o u t h e a s t  As ia .  

I n  t h e  three y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  coup w e  have s e e n  i n  
Indones i a  (1) a m a s s i v e  pu rge  of t h e  Communist p a r t y  

- o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  which thousands  of p e o p l e  l o s t  t h e i r  
l i v e s  i n  one of t h e  g h a s t l i e s t  and  m o s t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
b l o o d l e t t i n g s  of c u r r e n t  t i m e s , *  (2) t h e  t o p p l i n g  of 
P r e s i d e n t  Sukarno,  who b e f o r e  t h e  coup had t h e  s t a t u r e  
of a demigod on t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  s c e n e ,  and (3) a compaete  
t u r n a b o n h t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a l ignment--  
from t h a t  of b e i n g  one of Communist Ch ina ' s  closest 
a l l i e s  i n  growing e s t r angemen t  f rom t h e  rest of t h e  
wor ld  and one of t h e  h a r s h e s t  c r i t i c s  of t h e  West t o  
a new p o s t u r e  of b e i n g  a f r i e n d  of t h e  West, s e e k i n g  
t h e  g o o d w i l l  of a l l  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  of t h e  wor ld  e x c e p t  
Communist China.  These deve lopments  have a l l  come abou t  
as  a direct  r e s u l t  of t h e  coup. I n  a sense, t h e y  a r e  
r e a l l y  p a r t  of t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  coup. But s i n c e  each is 
a l s o  a s t o r y  i n  i t se l f  and  s i n c e  t h i s  p a p e r  is i n t e n d e d  
t o  f o c u s  on t h e  coup i t s e l f ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be t r e a t e d  i n  
d e t a i l .  Only t h o s e  post-coup developments  t h a t  seem to 
s h e d  more l i g h t  on t h e  a c t i o n s  or i n t e n t i o n s  o r  syrnpathie..- 
of t h e  main a c t o r s  i n  t h e  coup w i l l  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
b r i e f  p o s t s c r i p t  t o  t h e  coup.  

* E s t i m a t e s  of t h e  number of p e o p l e  k i l l e d  i n  I n d o n e s i a  
i n  t h e  ant i -PKI b loodba th  a f t e r  t h e  coup r a n g e  from 87,000, 
t h e  o f f i c i a l  I n d o n e s i a n  government e s t i m a t e ,  t o  500,000. 
The f i g u r e  of 8 7 , 0 0 0 ,  which is t h e  f i g u r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
commission a p p o i n t e d  by Sukarno  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  ant i -PKI 
massac res  a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  b e s t  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  number of 
p e o p l e  k i l l e d ,  is p r o b a b l y  t o o  low. The U.S. Embassy esti- 
mated t h e  f i g u r e  t o  be c l o s e r  t o  250,000. I t  would be a 
m i s t a k e  t o  p u t  t o o  much f a i t h  i n  any of t h e  v a r i o u s  esti- 
mates .  It w a s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  even  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  g e t  a c c u r a t e  
f i g u r e s  of t h e  number of p e o p l e  k i l l e d  i n  one neighborhood.  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 7 1  ) 

- 
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A s  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  of t h e  coup,  w h i c h  were 
t rea ted  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  pos t -coup developm@&tG 
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e ,  f o r  t h e  mos t ,  m a t t e r s  of 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t ;  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  r e c o r d  a g a i n s t  
which w e  must examine t h e  words and t e s t i m o n y  of v a r i o u s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  t o  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  coup. 

The C e n t r a l  Command i n  H i d i n a  

The f i v e  men who composed t h e  C e n t r a l  Command of 
t h e  coup,  who had  emerged from o b s c u r i t y  t o  p l a y  t h e  main 

- r o l e  i n  a drama of u n f o r e s e e n  consequence ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  
from t h e  s c e n e  a l t o g e t h e r  as q u i c k l y  a s  t h e y  had first 
a p p e a r e d .  After midn igh t  on  t h e  1st of O c t o b e r ,  t h e y  
p l a y e d  no  f u r t h e r  p a r t  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of e v e n t s .  
They w e r e  hun ted  men, t h e  object of a n  immediate a d un- 

f o r  ' t h e  coup.  T h e i r  -one  a n d  o n l y  c o n c e r n  became t h a t  of 
s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n .  They were c o n s t a n t l y  on t h e  move, and, 

r e l e n t i n g  search by t h e  Army f o r  all t h o s e  r e s p o n s " b 1 e  P 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  7 0  ) 
S i n c e  i t  w a s n ' t  s a f e  t o  t r a v e l  a round i n  I n d o n e s i a  i,n t h o s e  
days ,  many a r e a s  were neve r  v i s i t e d  by anyone i n t e re s t ed  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  number of p e o p l e  k i l l e d .  Thus,  there  n e v e r  
was--and neve r  w i l l  be--a r e l i a b l e  f i g u r e  of t h e  numbers 
dead a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  coup. Undoubtedly,  v a s t  
numbers w e r e  k i l l e d .  The k i l l i n g s  i n  J a v a  a l o n e  p u t  t h e  
Mau Mau massac res  and  t h e  k i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  Congo i n  t h e  
shadow, a l t h o u g h  t h e  l a t t e r  got  much more p u b l i c i t y .  I n  
terms of  t h e  numbers k i l l e d ,  t h e  anti-PKI massac res  i n  
I n d o n e s i a  r a n k  a s  one  of t h e  worst  mass murders of t h e  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  p u r g e s  of t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  
t h e  Nazi mass murders  d u r i n g  t h e  Second World War, and t h e  
Maoist  bloodb'ath of t h e  e a r l y  1950 ' s .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  coup is c e r t a i n l y  one of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
e v e n t s  of t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  f a r  more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  many 
other  e v e n t s  t h a t  have  r e c e i v e d  much g r e a t e r  p u b l i c i t y .  

- 
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a s  t h e  army s e a r c h  f o r  t h e m  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  i t  became h a r d e r  
and  h a r d e r  f o r  t h e m  t o  f i n d  s a f e  p l a c e s  t o  h i d e ;  when 
t h e y  d i d ,  t h e y  were v i r t u a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h a t  p l a c e ,  day 
i n  and  d a y  o u t .  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o ,  who evaded  c a p t u r e  
l o n g e r  t h a n  any of t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  i n v o l v e d  in 
the coup  ( h e  was f i n a l l y  a r r e s t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  19671,  h a s  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  t o r t u r e  of  h i s  l i f e  as a f u g i t i v e  f o r  almost 
one  and one -ha l f  y e a r s .  During t h e  whole  t i m e ,  he  f o u n d  
o n l y  t w o  o r  three o c c a s i o n s  t o  communicate w i t h  former 
coup  assoc ia tes  who were a l s o  i n  h i d i n g .  

S j a m  came t o  . t h e  house  t w i c e  b u t  d i d n ' t  s t a y  
there.  A p p a r e n t l y  he was dodg ing  r a i d s  and  
d i s c u s s i - n g  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of v a r i o u s  p e o p l e .  I 
d i d n ' t  have  any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  him. 

1 moved a round  t o  v a r i o u s  h o u s e s  i n  D j a k a r t a .  
I changed  i d e n t i t y  c a r d s .  I p r a c t i c a l l y  n e v e r l ,  
went o u t .  I was i n t r o d u c e d  as  a r e l a t i v e  of my 
v a r i o u s  h o s t s .  Dur ing  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  I n e v e r  
l e f t  D j a k a r t a .  P e o p l e  w i t h  whom I l i v e d  f i n a n c e d  
m e .  Once, f o r  a p e r i o d  of one month, I a t e  c o t h i n g  
b u t  r ice  and s l e p t  on t h e  f l o o r  on  a mat and  a n  
o l d  p i l l o w .  

Once I was a b l e  t o  s e n d  a message t o  my f a m i l y  
i n  Bandung; t h e y  r e p l i e d  o n l y  t h a t  t h e y  were a l l  
r i g h t .  I n e v e r  saw t h e m .  

For n i n e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  Untung and  L a t i e f  
t r a v e l l e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  o u t s i d e  D j a k a r t a .  The 
n e x t  day  L a t i e f  was a r r e s t e d  i n  h i s  w i f e ' s  home i n  Dja- 
k a r t a .  Untung headed f o r  C e n t r a l  J a v a .  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  * 

* A p p a r e n t l y ,  L a t i e f  was s h o t  i n  b o t h  legs  b e f o r e  h e  was 
c a p t u r e d .  An i n f e c t i o n  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d ,  re- 
s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  a m p u t a t i o n  of b o t h  legs.  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a s  
n e v e r  been  any  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t h i s ,  it is i n t e r e s t i n g  tha': 
L a t i e f  n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  a t  any  of t h e  c o u r t  t r i a l s .  H e  was 
n o t  g i v e n  a t r i a l  l i k e  Untung, Dan i ,  S u b a n d r i o ,  Sudisman,  
Sjam, and  t h e  o t h e r s ,  and  h i s  t e s i i m o n y  a t  o t h e r  t r i a l s ,  
s u c h  a s  Untung ' s  t r i a l ,  was w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .  T h e r e  h a s  
been  no  r e l i a b l e  repor t  on h i s  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  from a:.,- 
one  who h a s  s e e n  h i m  i n  p r i s o n .  H e  may s t i l l  be a l i v e ,  ou t  
i t  is t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  was p r o b a b l y  one of t h e  f o u r  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  coup  (one  of  whom was Unturrg) who w e r e  exe- 
c u t e d  i n  December 1967. 
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he  was r e c o g n i z e d  by two s o l d i e r s  ( though he  was wea r ing  
c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s )  as  he  r o d e  on a p u b l i c  bus  which was 
on i t s  way t o  h i s  home town,  and h e  t o o  was a r r e s t e d .  
H e  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  t r a v e l s  a f t e r  t h e  coup :  

From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I l e f t  Lubang Buaja  up t o  
11 Octobe r  I remained  o u t  o f  Djakar ta ,  b u t  I 
k e p t  go ing  a round  and arouiid be tween P o l o n i a ,  
D j a t i n e g a r a ,  and  Utan Kaju t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C o l .  
L a t i e f . *  On 1 0  O c t o b e r  Col.  Lat ief  r e q u e s t e d  
t h a t  he  and I s p l i t  up and  t h u s  I s p l i t  from 
Col .  L a t i e f ,  and  on 11 O c t o b e r  I and  D a m i r i  
l e f t  D j a t i n e g a r a  f o r  Krawang and t h e n  went  
d i r e c t l y  t o  Tj ikampek where  we s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t .  
Between 1 2 - 1 3  O c t o b e r  I went  t o  C e n t r a l  J a v a  
b u t  on 13  O c t o b e r  I was a r r e s t e d  by t h e  T e g a l  
Branch o f  HANSIP i n  T e g a l  . . . and t a k e n  t o  
Bandung . . . and from t h e r e  by armored car  1. 
t o  D j a k a r t a ,  where  I have  been  u n d e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Accord ing  t o  one  a c c o u n t  of U n t u n g ' s  c a p t u r e ,  which i s  p r o b -  
a b l y  a p o c r y p h a l ,  t h e  f i r s t  words t h a t  Untung spoke  a f t e r  h e  
was t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  were "That f e l l o w  Bung Karno (Sukarno)  
h a s  l e t  me down."** 

1 

A i r  Force  Major Su jono  was c a p t u r e d  n e x t ,  sometime 
a r o u n d  1 5  O c t o b e r ,  though t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  a r r e s t  
a r e  n o t  as  w e l l  known. A f t e r  t h e s e  e a r l y  a r res t s  o f  
t h r e e  o f  t h e  f i v e  men c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command, 
i t  was a l m o s t  a y e a r  and a h a l f  b e f o r e  t h e  Army c a p t u r e d  
G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o .  He h a s  commented as f o l l o w s  on h i s  
a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h a t  time: 

Sjam and I l e f t  Lubang Buaja  and headed  s o u t h  
toward  . t h e  highway. I was wea r ing  c i v i l i a n  

* P o l o n i a ,  D j a t i n e g a r a ,  and Utan Kaju a r e  s u b u r b s  o f  
D j a k a r t a  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of Halim A i r  Force  Base.  Thus ,  Untung was t r a v e l i n g  a round 
i n  t h e  a r e a  between D j a k a r t a  and Halim f o r  o v e r  a week 
a f t e r  t h e  coup. 

**Tarzie V i t t a c h i  r e p o r t s  t h i s  i n  h i s  book The F a l l  o f  
Suka rno .  He does  n o t  g i v e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  - 
on Untung ' s  c a p t u r e .  
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The capture of Untung 



Untung at his trial 

I .  



c l o t h e s .  We boarded  a small bus  headed  f o r  
D j a k a r t a .  We go t  o f f  a t  t h e  T j i t j i h  b u i l d i n g  
and Sjam t o o k  me up an a l l e y  t o  a house  behind  
t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The re  Sjam and I s e p a r a t e d .  I 
had hoped t h a t  Sjam would t a k e  me t o  Suka rno  
so  t h a t  t h i n g s  c o u l d  be s e t t l e d  f u r t h e r .  

I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  house .  The house  
p r o b a b l y  be longed  t o  one o f  t h e  two c i v i l i a n s  
who were a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command. 

I s t i l l  had t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  P r e s i d e n t *  .... 
My c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  Marto Suwandi ( i n  whose 
house  S u p a r d j o  l i v e d  f o r  a w h i l e )  d e a l t  ma in ly  
w i t h  my e f f o r t s  t o  meet w i t h  Suka rno .  My o n l y  
i n t e n t i o n  was t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  t o  t h e  
d i s p e r s a l  o f  t h e  t r o o p s ,  s ince  I had been  g i v e n  
t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  (by t h e  P r e s i d e n t )  of d i s s o l v i n g  
t h e  t r o o p s  of  t h e  30 September  Movement. How- 
e v e r ,  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  meet w i t h  Sukarno .  
I w r o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t  
S u k a r n o ' s  o r d e r  had been c a r r i e d  o u t  and t h e  
t r o o p s  d i s p e r s e d  and e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h i s  move- 
ment was n o t  s o l e l y  of  a m i l i t a r y  n a t u r e  s i n c e  
many o f  t h e  p e o p l e  were i n v o l v e d .  I a s k e d  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  t o  make a r a d i o  announcement which 
would a l l o w  me t o  meet s a f e l y  w i t h  him. 
gave i t  t o  a n o t h e r  man, b u t  t h e r e  was no r e p l y .  
I was c o n s i d e r i n g  b e i n g  dropped  n e a r  t h e  p a l a c e  
and working  my way i n ,  b u t  Suwandi d i d n ' t  a g r e e .  
No answer ever came from t h e  p a l a c e .  

I w r o t e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  commander of  KOSTRAD and 
t h e  Army c a r e t a k e r  commander s a y i n g  t h a t  I had 
n o t  been  c o n s u l t e d  abou t  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  my 

I 

* S u p a r d j o  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have  had i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  a 
l e t t e r  from Sukarno  which he used  as a l e t t e r  of  i n t r o -  
d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  who b e f r i e n d e d  him d u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  h e  was i n  h i d i n g  from t h e  army a f t e r  t h e  coup. Accord- 
i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  l e t t e r  was n o t h i n g  more t h a n  t h e  
s i g n e d  o r d e r  which Sukarno  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  S u p a r d j o  
on t h e  d i s p e r s i n g  of  t h e  t r o o p s  a f t e r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t o p  
t h e  30 September  Movement had been made. 
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name on t h e  l i s t  o f  members o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Counc i l  and t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s t r i c k e n  from t h e  l i s t .  

I was convinced  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  would g e t  b e t t e r .  
I depended c o m p l e t e l y  on t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

Once i n  mid-September  1966,  Sudisman ( t h e  PKI l e a d e r )  
came t o  Suwandi 's  house .  We t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
problem.  They wanted t o  s t a y  a t  Suwandi ' s  house  
b e c a u s e  t h i s  house  seemed t o  b e  t h e  s a f e s t ,  b u t  I 
r e f u s e d  them. We a l s o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  coup.  Sudisman 
s a i d  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  coup was due  t o  t h e  r a s h n e s s  o f  
A i d i t  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  I t o l d  him t h e  problem was 
one  o f  e x p l o i t i n g  v i c t o r y .  I t  s h o u l d  n o t  have  been 
s t o p p e d  when Sukarno s o  o r d e r e d .  The C e n t r a l  Command 
l a c k e d  m i l i t a r y  t e c h n i q u e .  T h e r e  was no u n i t y  o f  
command, what w i t h  Untung,  Sjam, and t h e  o t h e r s ;  and 
l o g i s t i c s  were d i s o r g a n i z e d .  We d i d  n o t  d i s q u s s  t h e  
m a t t e r  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  PKI. I h a v e  n e v e r  been  a 
member o f  t h e  PKI. The i n c l u s i o n  o f  my name ( i n  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l )  was t h e i r  d o i n g .  

S u p a r d j o ' s  c a p t u r e  l e d  t o  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  Sjam i n  e a r l y  
March 1967 i n  T j i m a h i ,  West J a v a ,  a s m a l l  town n e a r  Bandung. 
On PKI o r d e r s ,  Sjam had l e f t  D j a k a r t a  w i t h i n  a week o P  t h e  
coup and  t a k e n  r e f u g e  i n  Bandung; h e  had  l e f t  t h e r e  f o r  Tj imha 
o n l y  two days  b e f o r e  h i s  c a p t u r e .  Dur ing  t h e  months i n  h i d i n g ,  
he  had been a b l e  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  new PKI l e a d e r s h i p  i n  D j a k a r t a  
o n l y  t h r e e  t i m e s - - a t  t h e  end o f  1 9 6 6 ,  i n  J a n u a r y  1967 ,  and i n  
Februa ry  1 9 6 7 - - i f  we a r e  t o  b e l i e v e  S j a m ' s  own t e s t i m o n y  on 
t h e s e  m a t t e r s  (and t h i s  w r i t e r  a t  l e a s t ,  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  
S j a m ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  on 
p a g e s  311-316") .  I n  mid-1966 Sjam had  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
l e a d e r s h i p ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  d i s s o l v e  t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau ,  which h e  
had headed ,  and t r a n s f e r  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  t o  t h e  West J a v a  Greater 
Reg iona l  Committee.  I n  r e p l y  t o  a n  i n q u i r y  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  s t a t u s ,  
h e  was informed t h a t  he was r e l e a s e d  from a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
a s  C h i e f  o f  t h e  Old S p e c i a l  Bureau ;  i t  was emphasized t h a t  h i s  
s a f e t y  was a m a t t e r  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r -  
s h i p .  I n  h i s  l a s t  communicat ion w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
Sjam fo rwarded  c e r t a i n  s u g g e s t i o n s  he  had on t h e  new o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  t o  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s  i n  D j a k a r t a .  

* I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  comments on t h e  v a l i d i t y  of 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  as e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a r e  made i n  t h e  Appen- 
d i x  (pp .  311-316) ,  t h e r e  a r e  one o r  two p a ' r t i c u l a r  comments t h a t  
s h o u l d  be made i n  t h e  case o f  Sjam. Once t h e  Army g o t  Sjam t o  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 76) 

- 
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As i s  wel l  known, t h e  comple t e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p a r t y  o n  a new c o v e r t  b a s i s  had been f o r c e d  upon t h e  
p a r t y  a f t e r  t h e  v i r t u a l  o b l i t e r a t i o n  o f  i t s  f o r m e r  o v e r t  
l e a d e r s h i p  by t h e  army a f t e r  t h e  coup .  By t h e  t ime Sjam 
was a r r e s t e d  i n  March 1967 ,  f o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  members of  
t h e  S t a n d i n g  Counc i l  o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and s i x  of  t h e  t e n  
members of t h e  f u l l  P o l i t b u r o  had been k i l l e d .  Njono,  
t h e  C h i e f  of t h e  G r e a t e r  D j a k a r t a  Committee o f  t h e  PKI 
and a member o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  who, as  w e  s h a l l  see ,  was 
d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup (he was i n  c h a r g e  o f  PKI 
" o p e r a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l "  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  s u c h  
as t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  a PKI r e s e r v e  
f o r c e  t o  be used  i n  t h e  coup)  had  been  t h e  f i rs t  impor-  
t a n t  Communist l e a d e r  t o  be  a r r e s t e d  a f t e r  t h e  coup.  He 
had  n o t  gone i n t o  h i d i n g  immedia t e ly  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  
o f  t h e  coup a s  t h e  o t h e r  PKI l e a d e r s  had  d o n e ,  b u t  had 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  show up e v e r y  day a t  t h e  p a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  D j a k a r t a .  H i s  c a p t u r e  on 5 O c t o b e r  1965 p r e c e d e d  hhe 
a r r e s t s  e v e n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  who had  been  t h e  
nominal  l e a d e r s  of t h e  coup. I n  F e b r u a r y  1966 ,  Njono 
was t h e  f i r s t  t r i e d  i n  c o u r t  and  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h  f o r  
h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  coup.  

... 
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  75)  
t a l k ,  i t  seems t h a t  he  was a l m o s t  a n x i o u s  t o  t e l l  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  h e  knew a b o u t  t h e  coup- -a lmos t  o u t  of a s e n s e  o f  p r i d e ,  
i t  seems. A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  he  a c t u a l l y  b o a s t e d  t h a t  h e  was 
" t h e  b r a i n s  b e h i n d  t h e  30 September  Movement." Whatever  
h i s  m o t i v a t i o n ,  h e  was t h e  most c o o p e r a t i v e  o f  w i t n e s s e s  
and h i s  t e s t i m o n y  h a s  been w e l l  bo rne  o u t  by t h e  t e s t i m o n y  
of o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup.  One i n d e p e n d e n t  f ac t  
t h a t  seems t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of h i s  t e s t i m o n y  is 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was denounced as  a t r a i t o r  by  t h e  PKI a f t e r  
h i s  c a p t u r e  and i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by  t h e  Army. Accord ing  t o  
r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  PKI p a r t y  members were in fo rmed  o f  S j a m ' s  
t r e a s o n  t o  t h e  p a r t y  a t  s e c r e t  p a r t y  m e e t i n g s  i n  l a t e  1967.  
Those who c o u l d  be  compromised by Sjam were warned t o  t a k e  
s p e c i a l  p r e c a u t i o n s  s i n c e  i t  would have  to b e  assumed t h a t  
h e  had  t o l d  t h e  Army e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  knew a b o u t  t h e  coup 
and t h e  s ec re t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  PKI. 
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The main blow t o  t h e  P K I  was,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  a r r e s t  
and e x e c u t i o n  of A i d i t ,  w h i c h  came f a i r l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of arrests made by t h e  Army of  PKI leaders - -on  
22 November 1965.  Soon a f t e r  t h a t ,  Lukman and Njoto,  
t h e  number two and number t h r e e  men i n  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s h i p ,  
were k i l l e d  e s c a p i n g  c a p t u r e .  Sudisman,  t h e  f o u r t h - r a n k i n g  
l e a d e r  of t h e  PKI, was c a p t u r e d  by t h e  army, t r i e d  i n  c o u r t ,  
and  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h .  Saki rman,  t h e  f i f t h  member of t h e  
S t a n d i n g  C a u n c i l  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  was k i l l e d  l a t e r  t h a t  
same year: i n  November 1966. 

A i d i  t ' s  L a s t  Days  

A i d i t ' s  c a p t u r e  and summary execut ion- -on  22 November 
1965--by paracommando u n i t s  of t h e  Army unde r  G e n e r a l  Sarwo 
Edhy c l imaxed  weeks of s e a r c h - a n d - d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o v  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Communists i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a  a f t e r  t h e  coup.  T h i s  'opera-  
t i o n  a l o n e  was enough t o  make n a t i o n a l  h e r o e s  of t h e  
paracommandos w h o  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  r a i d s  on t h e  homes of 
known Communists t h roughou t  t h e  a r e a ,  l e a d i n g  f i n a l l y  t o  
t h e  a r r e s t  of A i d i t  i n  Sambeng Gede, a s m a l l  town n e a r  
Semarang i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a .  A i d i t ' s  t r a v e l s  a f t e r  t h e  coup  
up t o  h i s  d e a t h  a r e  a f a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r y  and a r e  also s f  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  t o  anyone s t u d y i n g  t h e  coup.  

About t w o  hour s  a f t e r  h e  l e f t  Halim by p l a n e ,  A i d i t  
a r r i v e d  i n  J o g j a k a r t a ,  sometime around 0400 h o u r s  on t h e  
morning of 2 O c t o b e r .  From there,  h e  was d r i v e n  by a 
c e r t a i n  A i r  F o r c e  Major S u d a r j o  t o  t h e  home of S u t r i s n o ,  
a n  i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l  PKI l e a d e r .  A i d i t  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  
warned S u t r i s n o  t o  c a l l  off any d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  h e  might  
have p l anned  and a t  a l l  c o s t s  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  PKI t o  be  
.provoked i n t o  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  PKI 
s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  comple t e ,  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  any 
p o l i c i e s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  might  announce.  

A i d i t  l e f t  - J o g j a k a r t a  for Semarang a l m o s t  immedi- 
a t e l y ,  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  a b l a c k  F i a t  1300 s e d a g ,  d r e s s e d  as 

. a Moslem i n  a s a r o n g  and b l a c k  p i t j i  ( h a t ) .  A t  0800 h o u r s  

* A i d i t  was d i s g u i s e d  a s  a r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h e r  w i t h  a s a r o n g  
wound around h i s  w a i s t ,  a w h i t e  s h i r t  w i t h  s h o r t  sleeves, and 
d a r k  g l a s s e s .  H e  had abandoned t h e  w h i t e  s u i t  w i t h  t h e  - 
th ree  g o l d  s t a r s ,  t h e  un i form used  by c ' a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s ,  
which h e  a p p a r e n t l y  loved  t o  wear .  
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Njono, as he appeared as the first defendant at 
the special military court trials after the coup 

4 

Njono before the military tribunal 

- 



h e  a r r i v e d  a t  number 14 Dempo S t r e e t  i n  Semarang, w h i c h  
was t h e  home of an important  PKI l e a d e r  who was r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  a l l  of C e n t r a l  J ava .  H i s  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  c o n t a c t  
Lukman and Sakirman, t h e  number two and number f i v e  men 
i n  t h e  p a r t y  h i e r a r c h y ,  whom h e  knew t o  be s t a y i n g  a t  t h a t  
house. ( A i d i t  himself  had ordered  Lukman and Sakirman t o  
go t o  Semarang j u s t  be fo re  t h e  coup s o  t h a t  t h e y  would be 
s a f e l y  ou t  of Djakar ta  and i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  i n f l u e n c e  e v e r - t s  
i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ;  t h e y  had l e f t  Djakar ta  by car on t h e  evening  
of 28 September and a r r i v e d  i n  Semarang t h e  next  day around 
noon.) Soon a f t e r  A i d i t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  des igna ted  house 
i n  Semarang, s o  t o o  d i d  Sujono Atmo, t h e  Act ing  Governor 
of C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  a known Communist sympath izer  whose pos i -  
- t i o n  would a l low him t o  do much t o  keep t h e  o v e r a l l  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  c o n t r o l .  Sujono Atmo j o i n e d  i n  t h e .  d i s c u s s i o n s  between 
A i d i t ,  Lukman, and Sakirman. A f t e r  about  an hour ,  a l l  f o u r  
se t  off i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of S o l o  (Suraka r t a )  i n  Sujono Atmo's 
o f f i c i a l  l imous ine .  They  s topped  on ly  once i n  Bojo laLi ,  
f o r  a n  hour ,  t o  b r i e f  a prominent l o c a l  PKI o f f i c i a l .  

Once i n  So lo ,  t hey  went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  home-tof.Com- 
m u n i s t  Mayor Utomo Ramelan. Presumably l eng thy  d i s c u s s i m s  
w e r e  he ld  w i t h  Ramelan along t h e  same l i n e s  a s  t h o s e  A i d i t  
had had w i t h  o t h e r  PKI o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  day. That  evening  
t h e  Commander of t h e  Panasan a i r b a s e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  Solo was 
summoned t o  Ramelan's home. H e  came, but a p p a r e n t l y  no t  
w i t h o u t  some misgivings--as by now t h e  PKI was under g e n e r a l  
s u s p i c i o n  f o r  its r o l e  i n  t h e  coup. I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  
even ing ' s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  A i d i t  r e p o r t e d l y  requested t h e  u se  
of a p l a n e  t o  f l y  t o  B a l i .  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  S u j o t o  
r e f u s e d ,  on t h e  excuse  t h a t  none was a v a i l a b l e .  H e  d i d  
promise t o  d e l i v e r  a l e t te r  t o  Sukarncr f o r  A i d i t ;  b u t  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  morning--perhaps in f luenced  by Sukarno's r a d i o  
b r o a d c a s t  e a r l y  on t h e  morning of 3 October--he appears  
t o  have dec ided  t h a t  i t  would be b e s t  no t  t o  a s s o c i a t e  
f u r t h e r  w i t h  A i d i t ,  and h e  r e t u r n e d  t h e  le t ter  t o  him. 

A i d i t  was busy i n  Solo t h e  nex t  day and t h e  days 
f o l l o w i n g  that. H e  tou red  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of Baki,  Sewu, 
and Djagalan ,  a l l  s i t u a t e d  around So lo ,  and he  may have 
t r a v e l l e d  as f a r  as Madiun and K e d i r i  t o  v i s i t  o ther  
c e n t e r s  of PKI s t r e n g t h .  I n  eve ry  p l a c e ,  h e  told t h e  
p e o p l e  who assembled t o  hea r  him t h a t  there must be na 
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demonst ra t ion  of s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  coup; and i n  none Of t h e  
p l a c e s  he v i s i t e d  was there ever any movement o r  a c t i v i t y  
or demonst ra t ion  on behal f  of t h e  coup. H e  w a s  obvious ly  
comple te ly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  peop le  t o  fo l low h i s  
policy--a p o l i c y  of w a i t  and see. A t e n s e  and wa tch fu l  
s t i l l n e s s  r e i g n e d  e v e r y w h e r e ,  but  t h e r e  was no s i g n  of 
PKI a c t i v i t y  anywhere. 

Sometime be fo re  5 October,  A i d i t  presumably d r a f t e d  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  was i s s u e d  on t h e  mobning of t h e  5 t h  
by t h e  PKI i n fo rma t ion  bureau i n  Djaka r t a .  The s t a t e m e n t  
was t h e  s t r o n g e s t  d e n i a l  of PKI p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  coup 

- t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  was e v e r  t o  c la im.  I t  s t a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y  
t h a t  t h e  PKI was n o t  involved i n  t h e  coup, t h a t  t h e  coup 
l e a d e r s  had n o t  r eques t ed  t h e  approval  of p a r t y  members 
whose names were l inc luded  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l ;  
t h a t  t h e  coup was p u r e l y  an i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r  of t h e  army. 
Besides  t h e  obvious i n t e n t  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  t h e  PKI f r p  t h e  
coup, t h e  s t a t e m e n t  was in tended  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  Sukarno 's  
hand i n  s e t t l i n g  t h e  matter, r a the r  t h a n  t h e  Army; t h e  
PKI had good r e a s o n  t o  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  Army would use  t h e  
coup t o  g a i n  t h e  upper  hand a g a i n s t  Sukarno. A f t e r  a l l ,  
i f  t h e  coup w a s  s t r i c t l y  an i n t e r n a l  army m a t t e r ,  as  t h e  
PKI c la imed,  i t  was l o g i c a l  f o r  t h e  Army t o  i n s i s t  on its 
own r i g h t  t o  se t t le  t h e  ma t t e r .  A i d i t  wanted t h e  coup 
accepted ,  on t h e  one hand, a s  an i n t e r n a l  army a f f a i r  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  PKI had p layed  a b s o l u t e l y  no p a r t  and, on t h e  
o t h e r ,  as a p o l i t i c a l  matter which  only t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
cou ld  s o l v e .  The 5 October  PKI s t a t emen t  expres sed  t h e  
f u l l  s u p p o r t  of t h e  p a r t y  f o r  w h a t e v e r  p o l i t i c a l  se t t le -  
ment Sukarno announced. I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  b w  
s i m i l a r  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  was t o  A i d i t ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
S u t r i s n o  and o t h e r  PKI o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  whom he t a l k e d  i n  
Semarang and So lo .  The same p o i n t s  were a l s o  stressed 
i n  a l e t te r  h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  E a s t  
J a v a  Regional  Committee on 2 October--al l  of which sug- 
g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  5 October  PKI s t a t emen t  w a s  a l s o  d r a f t e d  
by A i d i t .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  it w a s  t h e  message t h a t  he  c a r r i e d  
t o  t h e  PKI w h e r e v e r  he  t r a v e l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  coup. 
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On 4 O c t o b e r  D j a k a r t a  Radio had b r o a d c a s t  t h e  news 
t h a t  t he re  would be a p l e i i a ry  s e s s i o n  of t h e  C a b i n e t  a t  
t h e  p a l a c e  i n  BOgDr on 6 O c t o b e r ,  w h i c h  a l l  M i n i s t e r s  
were u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  
A i d i t  and Lukman would bo th  a t t e n d .  E a r l y  on t h e  morning 
of 5 O c t o b e r  Lukman s e t  o f f  f o r  D j a k a r t a  i n  h i s  own of- 
f i c i a l  l i m o u s i n e .  S t o p p i n g  o n l y  i n  Pemalang n e a r  Brebes  
t o  t a l k  t o  l o c a l  PKI c a d r e s ,  he  r e a c h e d  D j a k a r t a  a b o u t  
1530 h o u r s  t h a t  same day. The nex t  morning h e  p roceded  
t o  Bogor, w h e r e  he  made h i s  l a s t  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e .  

I t  is u n c l e a r  why A i d i t  d i d  n o t  a l s o  t r a v e l  t o  
- D j a k a r t a  by c a r  ( p o s s i b l y  i t  was f o r  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s ) .  

I n  any c a s e ,  h e  was a p p a r e n t l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  make t h e  
t r i p  by p l a n e ;  b u t  once  a g a i n  h e  was f r u s t r a t e d  i n  h i s  
t r a v e l  p l a n s .  On 4 Octobe r  h e  u rged  Mayor Utomo Ramelan 
t o  g o  w i t h  h i m  t o  v i s i t  t h e  commander of Panasan  a i r b a s e  
a g a i n .  Once a g a i n  C o l o n e l  S u j o t o  r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  hirq. 
a n  a i r p l a n e  t o  g o  t o  D j a k a r t a  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  c a b i n e t  meet- 
i n g .  About 1500 h o u r s  t h e  n e x t  a f t e r n o o n  (5 O c t o b e r )  
A i d i t  and  Ramelan made a l a s t  f o r l o r n  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  
Panasan ;  b u t  S u j o t o  found new r e a s o n s  f o r  b e i n g  unco- 
o p e r a t i v e .  A i d i t  and Ramelan l e f t  t h e  b a s e  s o o n  a f t e r -  
wards ,  and  A i d i t  a t  l e a s t  was n e v e r  s e e n  i n  p u b l i c  a g a i n .  

F o r  s i x  weeks A i d i t  l i v e d  i n  h i d i n g ' i n  C e n t r a l  
J a v a ,  moving a round  between Solo and Sernarang. I f  h e  
e v e r  had any s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t  of f l e e i n g  I n d o n e s i a  or 
e s c a p i n g  t o  a more remote  a r e a  of t h e  country--some 
s o u r c e s  c l a i m  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  of g o i n g  t o  B a l i ,  among 
o t h e r  p laces- -he  d i d  n o t  get v e r y  f a r .  I n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  
which  w a s  t h e  a r e a  where  t h e  PKI had its g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h ,  
A i d i t  had a r a t h e r  r emarkab le  d e f e n s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
T r a i n e d  a n d  armed worke r s  of t h e  P K I  and its you th  o rga -  
n i z a t i o n s  f 0 r m e d . a  k i n d  of p r i v a t e  army whose  s p e c i a l  
d u t y  i t  was t o  p r o v i d e  comple t e  s a f e t y  f o r  A i d i t .  T h e r e  
was a n  e l a b o r a t e  warn ing  sy tem t o  s i g n a l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  
o u t s i d e r s  i n  t h e  town i n  which A i d i t  was h i d i n g .  Thus ,  
h e  a lways  had t i m e  t o  e s c a p e  when army u n i t s  a p p e a r e d  on 
t h e  s c e n e  t o  r a i d  t h e  hoges i n  a c e r t a i n  d i s t r i c t .  

- 
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The s t o r y  of A i d i t ' s  c a p t u r e  p r o v i d e s  a f a s c i n a t i n g  
s t o r y  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  oper -  
a t i o n s .  It i n v o l v e s  a n  a g e n t  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  army 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  se rv ice  who managed t o  p e n e t r a t e  A i d i t ' s  
,:lose c i r c l e  of bodyguards.  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  which 
were c a l c u l a t e d  t o  win A i d i t ' s  comple t e  c o n f i d e n c e ,  "Agent 
!if' a t  one  p o i n t  had A i d i t  h i d i n g  i n  h i s  own home. I n  a p l a n  
t h a t  A i d i t  was working  on a t  t h e  t i m e  of  h i s  cap tu re - - a  
p l a n  of  e s c a p e  t o  D j a k a r t a  i n  which A i d i t  was t o  don 
a n  a i r  f o r c e  u n i f o r m  w i t h  c o m p l e t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  l e t te rs  
;and be d r i v e n  t o  D j a k a r t a  i n  a R u s s i a n - b u i l t  j e e p  o f  t h e  
Air Force--"Agent H" was t o  be h i s  s o l e  companion on 
t h e  t r i p .  A t  t h e  l a s t  moment, however,  A i d i t  a p p a r e n t l y  
became s u s p i c i o u s .  

Suddenly .  he  a sked  t h e  u n s u s p e c t i n g  'Agent  .H' t o  
t a k e  h im back t o  Sambeng Gede w h e r e  h e  had  been  
h i d i n g  s a f e l y  and r e c e i v i n g  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  protec- 
t i o n  f rom h i s  fo l . lowers  working  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t h a t  had a d e p o t  i n  t h e  ne ighborhood .  'Agent  H' 
c o u l d  n o t  r e f u s e  w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  g r e a t e r  s u k p i c i o n  
. . . The s l y n e s s  and f i n e  s t r a t e g y  of 'Ageht  H' 
h a d  l u r e d  A i d i t  o u t  of  t h i s  b e l o v e d  h i d i n g  p l a c e .  
H e  had moved t o  H ' s  house  w h i c h  h e  had t h o u g h t  
s a f e r , b u t  h e  w a s  now f u l l  o f  s u s p i c i o n s .  'Agent  
H '  had  made i t  e a s i e r  t o  c a t c h  A i d i t .  

A t  2000 h o u r s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of  22 'November.  t h e  b i g g i s t  
m i l i t a r y  c o n t i n g e n t  ever used  i n  a r a i d  on Communist homes 
e n t e r e d  Sambeng Gede. Every house was s e a r c h e d .  

A i d i t  was found  h i d i n g  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  one  
H a r d j o 4 u m a r t o n o  i n  a secret  room of  o n l y  one  
y a r d  w i d t h .  I t  was e n t e r e d  by a s m a l l  d o o r  
from t h e  d i n i n g  room. A c a b i n e t  s t o o d  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  d o o r  and h i d  i t  c o m p l e t e l y .  B e f o r e  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  r e a c h e d  t h e  house t h e y  had  t o  p a s s  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  w i t h  worke r s  f a i t h f u l  t o  A i d i t .  
They blew t h e  w h i s t l e  of a 1oco.motive t o  g i v e  
A i d i t  t i m e  t o  g e t  i n t o  h i s  h i d i n g  p l a c e  s h o u l d  
h e  be o u t s i d e  t h e  secret room. 

- 

B u t  i n s i d e  Hardjo-Sumartono 's  house ,  t h e  s o l d i e k s  n o t i c e d  
a . p a i r  of  s a n d a l s  b e s i d e  t h e  d i n i n g  room c a b i n e t .  They 

-. moved t h e  c a b i n e t ,  and o u t  c r a w l e d  D. N. A i d i t .  
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General Suharto inspects the RPKAD (the paratroop commandos) after their successful opera- 
tion against the Communists in Central Java. RPKAD commander General Sarwo Edhy (cen- 
ter) is shown in the car with Suharto. 



V a r i o u s  documents  have been p r e s e n t e d  w h i c h  p u r -  
p o r t  t o  be A i d i t ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t ;  b u t  t h e y  a l l  
a p p e a r  s u s p e c t .  I t  is e x t r e m e l y  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  A i d i t  
.would h a v e  "confes sed"  t o  any  of  t h e  t h i n g s  ment ioned  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t s .  A r a t h e r  l e n g t h y  " s e l f - c r i t i c i s m "  of PKI 
s t r a t e g y  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  coup--which was f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  p r e s s  and a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A i d i t - - i s  more obv i -  
o u s l y  f a k e d .  I t  is n o t  a t  a l l  A i d i t ' s  s t y l e ,  nor  is i t  
h i s  t h i n k i n g .  T h e r e  is n o  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  A i d i t  
s u b m i t t e d  t o  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  or  s i g n e d  a n y t h i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  h e  was h e l d  p r i s o n e r  by t h e  army.* P r o b a b l y  w i t h i n  a 
m a t t e r  of hours--of  a day ,  a t  t h e  longes t - -he  was e x e c u t e d  
by s h o o t i n g .  The army h a s  n e v e r  g i v e n  any  of t h e  d e t a i l s  
of A i d i t ' s  d e a t h  o r  b u r i a l ,  which might  h a v e  been  used  by 
t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  make a m a r t y r  o u t  of  him. 

The  o n l y  document of t h o s e  p u r p o r t e d l y  w r i t t e n  by 
A i d i t  a f t e r  t h e  coup t h a t  d o e s  a p p e a r  g e n u i n e  is a l e h e r  
from A i d i t  t o  Suka rno ;  w r i t t e n  i n  Solo on 2 O c t o b e r  ( i t  
w i l l  be remembered t h a t  A i d i t  a s k e d  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  
S u j o t o  t o  d e l i v e r  a l e t t e r  t o  S u k a r n o  t h a t  evening) .  I t  
is not  c l e a r  e x a c t l y  how A i d i t  f i n a l l y  managed t o  h a v e  
i t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  Suka rno ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
r e c e i v e d  i t  on 6 October.  Lukman c o u l d  h a v e  b r o u g h t  i t -  
w i t h  him when h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  D j a k a r t a ,  a f t e r  hav ing  been  
w i t h  A i d i t  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ;  he saw S u k a r n o  a t  t h e  c a b i n e t  
m e e t i n g  a t  Bogor on t h e  morning of 6 October. I n  t h e  
l e t t e r ,  A i d i t  n o t e s  t h a t  h e  is i n  good h e a l t h  and t h e n  
goes on t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  coup  a s  a n  i n t e r n a l  army a f f a i r  
i n  which  t h e  P K I  s h o u l d  n o t  meddle  ( a l t h o u g h  he  s t a t e s  
h i s  appr \ova l  of s u c h  a " c l e a n i n g  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
a p p a r a t u s "  and h i s  condemna t ion  of  t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  C o u n c i l ) .  
H e  t h e n  recommends t o  S u k a r n o  t h a t  h e  i s s u e  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i r e c t i v e  a l o n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s :  

*A  PKI member who was a companion of A i d i t  i n  h i d i n g  was - 
l a t e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  Army. H e  is t h e  s o u r c e  o f  much 
o f  t h e  i n f io rma t ion  on A i d i t  a f t e r  t h e  coup, s u c h  a s  t h e  
repor t  t h a t  A i d i t  r e c e i v e d  a communica t ion  from S u k a r n o  
a r o u n d  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  November ( d i s c u s s e d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p a g e ) .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  some of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
s o u r c e  p r o v i d e d  was,  e i t h e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y  o r  n o t ,  b u t  i n  
any c a s e ,  wrong ly  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A i d i t  h i m s e l f .  A t  a p l c ? - r y  
m e e t i n g  of t h e  c a b i n e t  i n  Bogor on 15 J a n u a r y  1966,  S u k a r r o  
o f f i c i a l l y  d e n i e d  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of r e p o r t s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of A i d i t ,  
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4 .  

5. 

The  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  problem of t h e  
30 September Movement l i es  s o l e l y  i n  
t h e  hands  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

Calm is r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a c h  a s e t t l e m e n t  

A l l  i n s t r u m e n t s  of t h e  
l a r l y  t h e  armed forces  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  
s h o u l d  o p e r a t e  a s  t h e y  
30 Sep tember  Movement. 

r e v o l u t i o n ,  p a r t i c u -  
and p o l i t i c a l  
press and  r ad io  
d i d  before t h e  

S e c u r i t y  p rob lems  s h o u l d  be t u r n e d  o v e r  
t o  t h e  p o l i c e .  

Mutual  f a u l t f i n d i n g  and  t h e  making of 
c h a r g e s  and  c o u n t e r - c h a r g e s  s h o u l d  be 
f o r b i d d e n .  I. 

The spec i f ic  p o i n t s  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  inasmuch as  t h e y  a r e  
p r e c i s e l y  t h e  l i n e s  of a c t i o n  S u k a r n o  t r i e d  t o  fo l low 
a f t e r  t h e  coup. I n  a lmost  e v e r y  r e s p e c t ,  t h e y  are com- 
p l e t e l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  program of a c t i o n  u r g e d  on t h e  
Pres ident  by  t h e  army. 

.d 

Accord ing  t o  a PKI m e m b e r  who was A i d i t ' s  com- 
p a n i o n  i n  h i d i n g  and  who was l a t e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  
Army,  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  answered  A i d i t ' s  l e t t e r  v i a  a 
c o u r i e r  i n  mid-November. S u k a r n o  is repor ted  t o  h a v e  
t o l d  A i d i t  t h a t  he  was n o t  y e t  a b l e  t o  make t h e  k i n d  of 
s p e e c h  A i d i t  recommended, t h a t  h e  w a s  o n l y  able t o  make 
s p e e c h e s  of a g e n e r a l  n a t u r e .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  " t r y i n g  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  commanders s o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  
t h i n k  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  e lse  b e s i d e s  t h e  30 September Wove- 
ment." S u k a r n o  is a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  t o l d  A i d i t  t h a t  
he  s h o u l d  n o t  r e m a i n  i n  Solo  any  l o n g e r :  "Leave there 
q u i c k l y  and  t r y  a s  h a r d  as  you c a n  t o  ge t  back  t o  D j a k a r t a .  
A p i c k u p  w o u l d  e n c o u n t e r  t e c h n i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s . "  

N o  o t h e r  s o u r c e  h a s  repor ted  t h a t  S u k a r n o  s e n t  a 
' r e p l y  t o  A i d i t ' s  l e t te r ,  s o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is unconf i rmed .  
_. However, i t  is q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  t r u e .  We know t h a t  j u s t  
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b e f o r e  h i s  c a p t u r e  (which would have  been j u s t  a f t e r  h e  
r e c e i v e d  S u k a r n o ' s  communication) A i d i t  was working  on 
a p l a n  t h a t  would e n a b l e  him t o  t r a v e l  t o  D j a k a r t a .  T h i s  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e  was f o l l o w i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  a d v i c e  s o o n  a f t e r  
h e  received i t .  I f  i t  is t r u e  t h a t  Sukarno  a d v i s e d  A i d i t  
t o  " g e t  back t o  D j a k a r t a , "  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  S u k a r n o  may 
have  had some idea of o f f e r i n g  him P r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  
s u c h  as  he  o f f e r e d  Dani i n  a l l o w i n g  him t o  l i v e  a t  t h e  
p a l a c e  a f t e r  t h e  coup, or  of  p r o v i d i n g  h i m  a means of 
e s c a p e  from I n d o n e s i a ,  which h e  also p r o v i d e d  Dani and  
w h i c h  A i d i t  was u n a b l e  t o  a r r a n g e  h imse l f .  O t h e r w i s e ,  i t  
seems t h a t  A i d i t  would have  been much s a f e r  i n  C e n t r a l  Java  

- t h a n  i n  D j a k a r t a .  

Dani Under Suka rno ' s  P r o t e c t i o n  

B e f o r e  w e  l o o k  a t  S u k a r n o ' s  a c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  coup ,  
t h e r e  is one o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  e v e n t s  a t  Halim-- 
A i r  F o r c e  Ch ie f  of S t a f f  Dani--whose a c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  coup  
a r e  of i n t e r e s t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  coup. When P r e s i d e n t  
Suka rno  rejected D a n i ' s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e y  l e a v e  Halim and 
go t o g e t h e r  t o  Madiun, Dani was f o r c e d  t o  go on w i t h o u t h i m .  
A f t e r  he l a n d e d  a t  I s w a h j u d i  A i r  F o r c e  Base i n  Madiun, sorns- 
t i m e  a round  0600 h o u r s  on t h e  morning of t h e . 2 n d ,  h e  g a v e  
a b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s  on d u t y  there ,  a t  which h e  is 
known t o  have s a i d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was a t  H a l i m  a ? m x t  
a l l  day ,  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  and t h a t  h e  (Sukarno) had r e r : e i v s  
a r e p o r t  on t h e  coup from G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  p e r s o n a l l y ,  w h m - .  
Dani added--Sukarno p a t t e d  o n  t h e  back  when h e  f i n i s h e d  
g i v i n g  t h e  r e p o r t .  T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  Dani f l e w  back t o  Semplak 
A i r  F o r c e  Base i n  Bogor, w i t h  t h e  obv ious  i n t e n t i o n  of re- 
j o i n i n g  Sukarno ,  who was a t  h i s  weekeend r e t r e a t  a t  t h e  
p a l a c e  t h e r e .  A t  a s e c o n d  b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n  f o r  A i r  F o r c e  
o f f i c e r s  a t  Semplak, Dani r e f u s e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  whole  
i n c i d e n t  of t h e  coup because ,  h e  s a i d ,  "it would b r i n g  i n  
t h e  name of t h e  P r e s i d e n t . " *  

*Two weeks l a t e r ,  Dani is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  c a l l e d  a meet- 
i n g  of A i r  F o r c e  o f f i c e r s  and  t o l d  t h e m  n o t  t o  men t ion  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  name i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  'the e v e n t s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page85 ) 
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Dani s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  many d a y s .  
H e  and h i s  f ami ly  moved i n t o  t h e  pa l ace  a t  Bogor and 
l i v e d  there  w i t h  Sukarno u n t i l  October 1 3 t h ,  when Sukarno 
f i n a l l y  moved back t o  Djaka r t a .  Even  a f t e r  t h a t ,  Dani 
con t inued  t o  a c c e p t  Sukarno ' s  p r o t e c t i o n  by s t a y i n g  on 
i n  t h e  p a l a c e  a t  Bogor. On 1 9  October  Sukarno ar ranged  
f o r  Dani t o  use  h i s  own p r i v a t e  a i r p l a n e t o  f l y  t o  Phnom 
Penh, where he and h i s  fami ly  l i v e d  i n  e x i l e  f o r  s i x  months, 
i n  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y ,  wh ich  even Sukarno cou ld  no t  gua ran tee  
i n  Indones i a ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  mood of revenge of t h e  A r m y  
toward t h o s e  involved  i n  t h e  coup. Sukarno had seemed t o  
y i e l d  t o  A r m y  p r e s s u r e  i n  removing Dani a s  C h i e f  of t h e  
A i r  Force ,  b u t  obvious ly  he  was n o t  concerned w i t h  t h e  

- j u s t i c e  of punish ing  those  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  of 
t h e  Army g e n e r a l s ,  a s  he made an ou t r age  of a n y  s e n s e  of 
j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  by immediately appo in t ing  Dani to 
a new o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  a s  a c i v i l i a n - - t h a t  of M i n i s t e r  

\. 

( f o o t n o t e  cont inued  from page 84)  
a t  Halim on 1 October.  Ac tua l ly  D a n i  had been t h e  
one t o  t a l k  most about  Sukarno ' s  presence  a t  Halim 
t h a t  day .  None of t h e  o t h e r  impor tan t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  
t h e  coup, who w e r e  a l s o  a t  Halim, h a d  so casually--aTd 

. so unnecessar i ly--bandied about  t h e  name of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
i n  connec t ion  w i t h  e v e n t s  a t  t h e  a i r b a s e .  A i d i t ,  
Untung, Supardjo,  L a t i e f ,  Sujono, Sjam, and Pono a r e  
no t  known t o  have made any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Sukarno was there t o  anybody ( u n t i l  some of t h e m  were 
f o r c e d  t o  d i s c u s s  va r ious  f a c t s  about  t h e  coup under 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  a r m y ,  a f t e r  t h e y  were c a p t u r e d ) .  
Meanwhile,  Dani had made s e v e r a l  i n t r i g u i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  b r i e f i n g s  t o  A i r  Force 
o f f i c e r s .  H e  must have  r e a l i z e d  h i s  e r r o r  i n  doing  
t h i s  and t r i e d  t o  undo t h e  damage caused by i t  by 
la te r  o rde r ing  t h e  A i r  Force n o t  e v e r  t o  mention Su- 
ka rno ' s  name i n  connec t ion  w i t h  e v e n t s  a t  H a l i m  on 
1 October .  
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of Aviation--a j o b  t h a t  provided an o f f i c i a l  excuse  f o r  
l e a v i n g  t h e  country.* 

I t  is not c l e a r  why Dani f i n a l l y  agreed  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  Indones ia  i n  A p r i l  1966, when i t  seemed v i r t u a l l y  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  he would on ly  be t r i e d  and c o n v i c t e d  f o r  h i s  
obvious involvement i n  t h e  coup. S u h a r t o ' s  p e o p l e  are  
known t o  have been i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i m  i n  both  Par i s  and 
Phnom Penh and t o  have  urged him t o  r e t u r n  t o  g i v e  a f u l l  
account  of what h e  knew about  t h e  coup. I n  let ters ex- 
changed w t t h  General  Suha r to ,  Dani a p p a r e n t l y  gave t h e  
Army r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  had informat ion  i m p l i c a t i n g  
P r e s i d e n t  Jukarno i n  t h e  p l ann ing  of t h e  coup. E i t h e r  t h e  
A r m y  o r  Dani may have sugges t ed  some k ind  of a d e a l  w h i c h  
promised Dani a c e r t a i n  immunity i f  he  t o l d  h i s  s t o r y  t o  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  there  is no th ing  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s ,  
however. ** Whatever t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  h e  v o l u n t a r i l y  
r e t u r n e d  t o  Indonesia  and, immediately upon h i s  r e t u r n ) ,  
w a s  p l aced  i n  cus tody  by t h e  Indonesian Army and l a t e r  
t r i e d ,  conv ic t ed ,  and sen tenced  t o  d e a t h .  H i s  t es t imony 
i n  c o u r t  made none of t h e  s e n s a t i o n a l  revelat ions abou t  
Sukarno t h a t  many people  expec ted ;  ins tead ,  t h e  case cen- 
tered very  much around h i s  own r o l e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r . ***  
- 

*When Dani l e f t  Indones ia  i n  October,  i t  was r e p o r t e d '  
i n  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  h e  was l e a v i n g  on an a i r c r a f t  procurement 
miss ion ,  t h e  f irst  s t o p  of wh ich  would be Phnom Penh. 
L a t e r ,  i n  December, when he made a quick  t r i p  t o  P a r i s ,  
t h e  same reason  was g iven .  Y e t ,  i n  f a c t ,  he conducted no 
s u c h  bus iness  i n  e i the r  p l a c e .  I n  P a r i s ,  t h e  Indones ian  
Embassy pe r sonne l  would have no th ing  t o  do  w i t h  him; 
a l though h e  claimed t o  be on an o f f i c i a l  mi s s ion  on o r d e r s  
from t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

**According t o  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s ,  D a n i  consented  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  Indones i a  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a s su rances  from t h e  Army t h a t  
he would n o t  be p rosecu ted  i f  he t e s t i f i e d  i n  c o u r t  a g a i n s t  
Sukarno. 

Dani 's  l e e g t h y  tes t imony a t  t h e  Sukr i sno  t r i a l  i n  J u l y  1966 
w a s  never  released t o  t h e  p r e s s .  Presumably, i t  i m p l i c a t e d  
Sukarno i n  t h e  coup. 

***In t h i s  connec t ion ,  i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  
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T h e r e  were s e v e r a l  g o o d  r e a s o n s  why S u h a r t o  may n o t  h a v e  
w a n t e d  t o  t u r n  D a n i ' s  t r i a l  i n t o  a t r i a l  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o .  
A t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  h e  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
p u t t i n g  t h e  blame o n  t h e  PKI f o r  t h e  c o u p .  H e  c o u l d  a f -  
f o r d  t o  wa i t  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  of S u k a r n o .  H e  c o i r l d  a l w a y s  
t h r e a t e n  ( a n d  l a t e r  d i d  t h r e a t e n )  t o  u s e  D a n i  a s  a w i t -  
n e s s  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  i n  a p u b l i c  t r i a l  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
a n d  i n  t h i s  way force c o n c e s s i o n s  from S u k a r n o  w i t h o u t  
e v e r  h a v i n g  t o  disclose S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p  
i n  a t r i a l .  W i t h  t h e  d e a t h  of 4 i d i t ,  D a n i  may h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  who knew t h e  f u l l  s t o r y  of S u k a r n o ' s  i n -  
v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p .  A s  l o n g  a s  S u k a r n o  l i v e s ,  i t  
would seem t h a t  S u h a r t o  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  k e e p  D a n i  a l i v e - - a s  
a p o t e n t i a l  w i t n e s s .  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  
a s  y e t ,  h e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e x e c u t e d ,  t h o u g h  h e  is u n d e r  
s e n t e n c e  of d e a t h .  

\. 
S u k a r n o  i n  a L o s i n g  C a u s e  

As.'for S u k a r n o ' s  a c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  l e a v i n g  
a s i d e  for t h e  moment t h e  q u e s t i o n  of h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  be- 
f o r e h a n d , *  o n e  c a n  s a y  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  COG 
m i t t e d  him t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  c o u p .  E v e r y t h i n g  h e  d i d  
or s a i d  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  w a s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of q u i e t i n g  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  f u r o r  r a i s e d  o v e r  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  d e a t h s ,  p r o -  
t e c t i n g  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  a n d  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  before  t h e  c o u p .  

C o l o n e l  Sarwo Edhy w a s  t h e  f irst  Army commander  
t o  m e e t  w i t h  S u k a r n o  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  On t h e  m o r n i n g  of 
2 O c t o b e r  he w e n t  t o  Bogor  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  
H e  a s k e d  S u k a r n o  a b o u t  t h e  f a t e  of t h e  g e n e r a l s .  After  

*The q u e s t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  
of t h e  c o u p  is d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  
p a p e r  w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  c o u p ,  i n -  

. c l u d i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p .  
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a m o m e n t ' s  p a u s e ,  S u k a r n o  r e p l l e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a common 
ma t t e r  i n  a r e v o l u t i o n .  C o l o n e l  E d h y  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  to 
N a s u t i o n  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  l e f t  t h e  P a l a c e .  I t  was t h i s  com- 
m e n t  of S u k a r n o  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  was r e f e r r i n g  K O  i n  h i s  

' s p e e c h  of 20 F e b r u a r y  1967: 

Is i t  proper  a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  for a h e a l t h y  
m i n d  to v i e w  t h e  30 September a f f a i r .  w h i c h  
shook t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of t h e  l i f e  a n d  l i v e l i -  
hood of t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  s t a t e ,  a s  n o t h i n g  
more t h a n  ' a  r i p p l e  i n  t h e  o c e a n  of t h e  r e v o -  
l u  t i o n '  ? 

A t  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  armed f o r c e s  c o r m a n d e r s , *  
w h i c h  he  c a l l e d  l a t e r  t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n  a t  B o g o r  P a l a c e ,  
S u k a r n o  re jected v a r i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  firm m e a s u r e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o u p ;  h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  be l e f  t t o  h im for 
r e s o l u t i o n .  When S u h a r t o  a s k e d  h i m  j u s t  w h a t  m e a s u r e s  
h e  was g o i n g  t o  t a k e ,  S u k a r n o  r e p l i e d -  'Lon't be s t u b -  
b o r n .  L e a v e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  me ' S u h a r t o  
a sked :  "What a b o u t  o u r  m i s s i n g  g e n e r a l s ? '  S u k a r n o  re-  
p l i e d :  "See, y o u  a r e  too s t u b b o r n .  L e a v e  i r  t o  m e . "  
D u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  h e  t u r n e d  t o  G e n e r a l  Ad-j le  a n d  s a i d :  
''I h a v e  n o t  a p p o i n t e d  y o u  to command t h e  a r m y  b e c a u s e  ybu 
are  too s t u b b o r n  a n d  too  much known a s  a n  h n t i - c o m m u n i s t . "  
T h e  g e n e r a l s  l e f t  t h e  m e e t i n g  d e p r e s s e d  a n d  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
b u t  a c q u i e s c i n g  t o  S u k a r n o .  

* P r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  were S u k a r n o ,  D e p u t y  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  L e i m e n a ,  D a n i ,  S u h a r t o ,  Army G e n e r a l  A d j i e ,  
P r a n o t o ,  G e n e r a l  S a b u r ,  P o l i c e  Commander  S u t j i p t o ,  Navy 
Commander  M a r t a d i n a t a ,  A i r  Force Commander S r i  M u l j o n o  
H e r l a m b a n g ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  a r m y  o f f i c e r s .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  w h a t  is p r o b a b l y  a n  a p o c r y p h a l  s t o r y ,  S u h a r t o  i s  re- 
ported to h a v e  c o n f r o n t e d  D a n i  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  H o l d i n g  
u p  a C h u n g  r i f l e  ( C h i n e s e - m a d e  r i f l e )  t h a t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
v o l u n t e e r s  h a d  i n  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  when t h e y  were d i s -  
armed b y  t h e  a r m y  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  C O U P ,  h e  d e m a n d e d  to 
know: "Where d i d  t h i s  come f r o m ? ' .  
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I n  a b r i e f  s p e e c h  b r o a d c a s t  from B o g o r  P a l a c e  o n  
t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  3 O c t o b e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  l a b e l l e d  a s  
u n t r u e  t h e  c h a r g e  made by S u h a r t o  i n  h i s  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  
o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 1 October t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force w a s  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement.  H e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
immediate e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n  a t m o s p h e r e  of c a l m  a n d  
order ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  Army a n d  t h e  A i r  Force w o u l d  n o t  be 
set  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o the r .  I n . h i s  a p p e a l  for c o n t i n u e d  
u n i t y ,  h e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b o l s t e r i n g  t h e  a n t i -  
N e k o l i m  s p i r i t - - a  b o g u s  i s s u e  t h a t  h e  w a s  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  
t o  i n s e r t  i n t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  c o u p .  I t  w a s  s t r i k -  
i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no word  of r e g r e t  f o r  w h a t  had  h a p p e n e d  
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l s  a n d  no  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
w o u l d  t a k e  a n y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h c s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  
d e a t h s  a n d  n o  word of a p p r e c i a t i o n  for S u h a r t o  a n d  t h e  
forces u n d e r  h i m  who had moved t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  t h e  g o v e r n -  
m e n t ' s  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  c a l l  t o  t h e  PKI f r o n t  
g r o u p s  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  a r m s - - i n  f a c t ,  n o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  P K I  a t  a l l .  I t  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of a c o n t e s t  of 
w i l l s ,  w i t h  S u k a r n o  t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  i m -  
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  had  n o t  c h a n g e d  a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h e  c o u p  and  t h e  Army i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  e v e r y -  
t h i n g  had  c h a n g e d .  

.-... 
' . :- 

T h e  Army was  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  o u t r a g e d  b y  A 
S u k a r n o ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  h o n o r  t h e  d e a d  g e n e r a l s  o n  t h e  d a y  
of t h e i r  s t a t e  f u n e r a l  o n  Armed Forces Day ( O c t o b e r  S t h ) ,  
a d a y  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  had  b e e n  p l a n n e d  as a n a t i o n a l  
c e l e b r a t i o n  b u t  w h i c h  w a s  now p r o c l a i m e d  t o  be a d a y  of 
o f f i c i a l  m o u r n i n g .  S u k a r n o  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  f u n e r a i  
s e r v i c e s .  H e  a d d e d  i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  A r m y  
was  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n  d e s i g n a t i n g  S u b a n d r i o  t o  r e p r e s e n t  h i m .  
I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  p e r h a p s  for t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  h e  o f f e n d e d  
t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  of t h e  w h o l e  n a t i o n .  T h e  s o l e m n  f u n e r a l  
p r o c e s s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  D j a k a r t a  w a s  w a t c h e d  b y  
t h o u s a n d s  of s i l e n t  o n l o o k e r s  w h o  l i n e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  t e n  
d e e p  a n d  b y  many t h o u s a n d s  more w a t c h i n g  o n  t e l e v i s i o n .  
T h e  n i g h t  before,  f i l m  c l i p s  of t h e  e x h u m a t i o n  of t h e  
b o d i e s  from t h e  h a s t y  g r a v e  a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  w h i c h  S u h a r t o  
h a d  personally w i t n e s s e d ,  h a d  b e e n  shown o n  T.V., w i t h  
a s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t  by S u h a r t o  a b o u t  " t h e  c r u e l  m u r d e r s  o f  
o u r  g e n e r a l s  who were i n n o c e n t . "  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t h e  n a t i o n  
was s t i l l  r e e l i n g  i n  a s t a t e  of deep  e m o t i o n a l  s h o c k .  
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Army Headquarters on the day of the generals’ funeral 
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The funeral procession as i t  leaves from Army Headquarters 
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Armored trucks bearing the coffins 
through the streets of Djakarta 
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Relatives and wives of the 
generals arrive at the cemetery 
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C.  

The graves of the six 
murdered generals 



General Nasution on the day of 
the generals' funeral 



A t  t h e  g r a v e s i t e ,  N a s u t i o n ,  l o o k i n g  t i r e d  and  d e s o l a t e ,  
made a s h o r t  s p e e c h  i n  a v o i c e  b r e a k i n g  w i t h  e m o t i o n .  
The who le  d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s - - e x c e p t  t h e  Chinese- -and  a l l  
of o f f i c i a l  D j a k a r t a - - e x c e p t  Sukarno--were t h e r e .  

The n e x t  d a y  N a s u t i o n ' s  l i t t l e  d a u g h t e r  d i e d  of 
wounds suffered d u r i n g  t h e  r a i d  o n  t h e  N a s u t i o n  home on  
t h e  n i g h t  of 30 September-1  O c t o b e r .  The p o i g n a n t  s c e n e  
of Mrs. N a s u t i o n  c a r r y i n g  h e r  d a u g h t e r  to t h e  g r a v e  t o u c h e d  
t h e  h e a r t s  of m i l l i o n s  of p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  Expres -  
s i o n s  of sympa thy  were r e c e i v e d  by t h e  f a m i l y  from t h e  
h i g h  and  t h e  l o w  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  from t h e  l e a d e r s  as w e l l  
a s  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  of many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  n o t  from 

summoned t h e  S a s u t i o n s  to t h e  P a l a c e .  - D e w i  r e p o r t e d l y  
b r o k e  i n t o  t e a r s  when s h e  saw " t h e  s a d n e s s  on  hlrs. N a s u -  
t i o n ' s  face."* On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  Suka rno  u t t e r e d  t h e  
o n l y  words  of c o m p a s s i o n  fo r  t h e  N a s u t i o n s  t h a t  h e  is,. 
e v e r  known to  have  ex .p res sed .  

- S u k a r n o .  Sometime l a t e r ,  S u k a r n o  is r e p o r t e d  to h a v e  

* A c c o r d i n g  t o  one s t o r y ,  Dewi t u r n e d  t o  S u k a r n o  a n d  s a i d :  
"Bapak, why d o n ' t  you p u n i s h  t h o s e  communis t s  who c a n  do 
s u c h  b r u t a l  t h i n g s  t o  p e o p l e  l i k e  this?" S u k a r n o  t o l d  h e r :  
You d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  ma t t e r s .  They a r e  more c o m p l i c a t e d  
t h a n  a woman c a n  u n d e r s t a n d . "  
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B e c a u s e  of t h e  c r i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of h i s  d a u g h t e r  
t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  N a s u t i o n  had n o t  b e e n  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c a b i n e t  
m e e t i n g  c a l l e d  b y  S u k a r n o  a t  B o g o r  a t  1000 h o u r s  o n  6 
October. D a n i  a n d  S u b a n d r i o ,  b o t h  of w h o m  were now l i v -  

. i n g  a t  t h e  Pa lace  a t  B o g o r ,  a t t e n d e d ,  s t a y i n g  close t o  
S u k a r n o  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f o u r - h o u r  m e e t i n g .  Njoto a n d  
Lukman of t h e  PKI w e r e  a l s o  t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  A i d i t . *  
S u k a r n o  d e l i v e r e d  a br ief  d e s c r i p t i o n  of e v e n t s  of t h e  
w e e k ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a n  e x h o r t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  f e a r s  
a n d  r e s e n t m e n t s  m u s t  be c a l m e d .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of h i s  
r e c i t a l  of e v e n t s ,  h e  d i d  condemn t h e  s a v a g e  k i l l i n g s  
--for t h e  f i rs t  t ime--and h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  s a n c t i o n  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  " s i n c e  o n l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  c a n  
d i s s o l v e  t h e  C a b i n e t . "  H i s  r e m a r k s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  
were t h e  o n l y  t w o  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t  
a p p r o v e d - - t h e  m u r d e r i n g  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
m e n t  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w i t h  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
t h a t  t h e  Dwikora  C a b i n e t  was d i s s o l v e d  He proposefi t h a t  
a l l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  PKI's  H a r i a n  R a k j a t ,  now 
be a l l o w e d  to  r e s u m e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  (The m i l i t a r y  r e f u s e d  
t o  pe rmi t  t h i s .  ) 

A 

*After t h e  c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g ,  Njo to  a n d  Lukman a r e  re- 
p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  t a l k e d  i n  p r i v a t e  w i t h  S u k a r n o ,  w h o  u r g e d  
t h e  PKI t o  r e m a i n  calm. S u k a r n o  p r o m i s e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  
w i t h i n  a w e e k  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p a r t y .  Njo to  a n d  Lukman 
a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a s k e d  S u k a r n o  n o t  t o  a p p o i n t  S u h a r t o  
a s  t h e  new army commander s i n c e  S u h a r t o  w a s  known t o  be 
a n t i - P K I .  S u k a r n o  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  t a k e  c a r e  of t h i s  
m a t t e r  a l s o .  On 9 O c t o b e r ,  when s t i l l  t h e  PKI h a d  r e c e i v e d  
n o  d e c i s i o n  from S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e r e  had b e e n  no  a b e y a n c e  
i n  t h e  A r m y ' s  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y ,  Njoto a n d  Luk- 
man w e n t  t o  B o g o r  a g a i n  t o  see t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h i s  t i m e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  see him n o r  were t h e y  
pe rmi t t ed  t o  d e l i v e r  a l e t te r  t h e y  had p r e p a r e d  f o r  him 
a s k i n g  for h i s  d e c i s i o n .  For a l o n g  time a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  
PKI w a i t e d  p a t i e n t l y  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  had 

. promised t h e  p a r t y .  B u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  n o t  a b l e  
t o  s a v e  t h e  PKI. 

c -91- 



S u b a n d r i o  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  s p o k e s m a n  a t  t h e  c a b i n e t  
m e e t i n g ;  he  a r g u e d  a t  l e n g t h  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  p a s t  
week s u g g e s t e d  t o  him t h a t  a U.S. a n d  B r i t i s h  i n v a s i o n  
of I n d o n e s i a  w a s  i m m i n e n t  a n d  t h u s ,  I n d o n e s i a n s  s h o u l d  
a v o i d  " i n t r a - f a m i l i a l  s q u a b b l i n g . "  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  
g a v e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n .  Then  S u k a r n o  s p o k e  a g a i n ,  t e l l i n g  
of p a s t  a t t e m p t s  o n  h i s  l i f e  a n d  h i s  a b i l i t y  a l w a y s  to  
f o r g i v e  a n d  n o t  be v e n g e f u l  ( h e  c o m p a r e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  
p r o p h e t  Mohammed w h o ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of much e x p e r i e n c e ,  
h a d  n e v e r  g i v e n  p r e c e d e n c e  t o  r e v e n g e ) .  He s a i d  h e  a l -  
w a y s  t h o u g h t  o n l y  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  how t o  s a f e g u a r d  
i t - a n d  n e v e r  of h i m s e l f  or of t a k i n g  r e v e n g e  o n  h i s  e n e m i e s ;  

c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g  e n d e d  w i t h  a moment of- s i l e n c e  for I n d o -  
n e s i a  ' s d e a d  h e r o e s .  

- t h i s  h e  s a i d ,  was w h a t  I n d o n e s i a n s  s h o u l d  do now.* The 

I n  p u b l i c ,  S u k a r n o  d i d  n o t  condemn t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  a s  h e  h a d  a t  l e a s t  d o n e  i n  p r i v a t e  a t  we 
c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g ,  1 n . c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  ma t t e r  of t h e  
k i l l i n g s ,  h e  s o u g h t  by e v e r y  m e a n s  h e  c o u l d  t o  d i s c r e d i t  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  Army v e r s i o n  of j u s t  how t h e  g e n e r a l s  had  
b e e n  k i l l e d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n c i d e n t  is a good i l l u s t r a -  
t i o n  of h i s  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  t o  t o n e  
down t h e  a t r o c i t y  s t o r i e s  t h a t  were b e i n g  t o l d  a b o u t  t h e  
d e a t h  of t h e  g e n e r a l s .  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  S u t j i p t o  claimed 
t o  h a v e  b e e n  s h o c k e d  b y  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  h e  h a d  w i t h  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u t j i p t o ,  
S u k a r n o  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  press c o v e r a g e  

* P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  made h i s  c o n c e r n  fo r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
t h e  p r i m a r y  s u b j e c t  of h i s  p u b l i c  r e m a r k s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  
i n  a n  o b v i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  away from t h e  
e v e n t s  of 1 October t o  t h e  o n g o i n g  r e v o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  re- 
q u i r e d  t h e  u n i f i e d  e f fo r t s  of a l l  I n d o n e s i a n s  u n d e r  his 
l e a d e r s h i p .  T h u s ,  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  of 23 October 1965, h e  
s a i d :  "I t  is n o t  a ma t t e r  of m y s e l f !  I t  is n o t  t h e  
m a t t e r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s !  I t  is n o t  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  
h u n d r e d s  of Pemuda R a k j a t  members who h a v e  b e e n  k i l l e d !  
.It is n o n e  of t h e s e  t h i n g s !  I t  is t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n !  T h e  r e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  go on!" 
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of t h e  g e n e r a l s '  m u r d e r s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  three g e n e r a l s  
s t i l l  a l i v e  when t h e y  r e a c h e d  L u b a n g  Bua ja  had been  executed 
" i n  an  o r d e r l y  and  g r a c e f u l  manner by  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of a 
k i n d  of p e o p l e ' s  court ."  According t o  S u k a r n o ,  t h e  gen- 
e r a l s  were b l i n d f o l d e d  b e f o r e  b e i n g  s h o t  and t h e  e x e c u t i o n -  
ers " a p o l o g i z e d  f i r s t "  b e f o r e  k i l l i n g  t h e m .  I t  was a l m o s t  
a s  i f  Suka rno  was t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  a c e r t a i n  l e g a l i t y  t o  
t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  a t  Lubang Buaja  t h a t  morning .  G e n e r a l  
S u t j i p t o  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  have accused S u k a r n o  of t e l l i n g  
a d e l i b e r a t e  l i e  about  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  
d e a t h s ,  s i n c e  h e  ( S u t j i p t o )  was p r o b a b l y  c o n v i n c e d  o f  
t h e  t r u t h  of some of t h e  w i l d e r  s to r ies  of a t r o c i t i e s  a t  
Lubang.Buaja .  A c t u a l l y ,  as s u g g e s t e d  e a r l i e r ,  S u k a r n o ' s  

a r a t h e r  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of even t s - - though  h i s  pur -  
pose  i n  i n s i s t i n g  od h i s  v e r s i o n  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  j u s t  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  t r u t h .  The i n c i d e n t  d e f i n i t e l y  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  Suka rno  had h i s  own sources of i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e v e n t s  
a t  Lubang Buaja  (p re sumab ly ,  t h e  coup l e a d e r s  t h e m s e l v e s )  
and was n o t  conv inced  by t h e  army v e r e i o n  of e v e n t s .  
Af te r  Suka rno  t o l d  G e n e r a l  S u t j i p t o  a h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  of 
PKI c r u e l t i e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  newspa-pers were u n t r u e  
and t h a t  G e n e r a l  S u p r a p t o ,  S u t o j o ,  and Parman were s h o t  
" a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  a k ind  of  p e o p l e ' s  court  a t  Lubang 
B u a j a , "  Gene ra l  S u t j i p t o  asked  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w h e r e  he' g o t  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Suka rno  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  t r i e d  t o  
a v o i d  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  G e n e r a l  S u t j i p t o  s h o u l d  
n o t  be so e m o t i o n a l .  

- v e r s i o n  of what  happened a t  Lubang Buaja  may have  been 

On o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  Sukarno  t r i e d  t o  b e l i t t l e  t h e  
f a c t  of t h e  g e n e r a l s '  murder .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a n  i n t e r -  
view i n  e a r l y  1 9 6 6 ,  he was a sked  a b o u t  t h e  coup.  He p a s s e d  
o f f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  t h e  comment t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  know why 
t h e r e  was s o  much i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  coup ,  s i n c e  it o n l y  
i n v o l v e d  t h e  murder  of s i x  g e n e r a l s ,  compared t o  t h e  
s l a u g h t e r  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of  Communists i n  t h e  h o r r i b l e  a f t e r -  
math of  t h e  coup.  He went on t o  s a y  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
" t h o s e  p e o p l e  i n s t i g a t i n g  t h e  a n t i - P K I  m a s s a c r e s ,  namely ,  
t h e  Army and  t h e  C I A ,  ough t  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l . "  On 
t h i s  and o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  Sukarno  n e v e r  showed any p a r t i -  
c u l a r  sympathy f o r  t h e  m a r t y r e d  g e n e r a l s .  
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M o r e o v e r ,  i n  t h e  three y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  c o u p ,  S u k a r n o  
h a s  n e v e r  s o u g h t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  i n i t i a l  i m p r e s s i o n  h e  gave  
of h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  30 S e p t e m b E r  Movement.  He 

. h a s  n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  
i n  f a c t ,  h e  h a s  n e v e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Move- 
m e n t  was c a r r y i n g  o u t  a c o u p  a t  a l l .  ~ l t h o u g h  t h e  g u i l t  
of t h e  PKI i n  p l a n n i n g  t h e  c o u p  h a s  l o n g  s i n c e  b e e n  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d ,  h e  h a s  r e f u s e d  to p l a c e  t h e  blame o n  the PKI. 
H i s  s p e e c h e s  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a v o r  t h e  PKI, w h i c h  h e  
h a s  p r a i s e d  a s  t h e  p a r t y  that has s u f f e r e d  t h e  m o s ~  c a s u -  
a l t i e s  a n d  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  most m e r i t  i n  t h e  I f i d o n c s i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n .  For m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  h a  r e s i s t e d  mocfit- 

s o l u t i o n  by S u h a r r o ,  h e  h a s  r e g r e t t e d  t h e  a c t i o n .  
- i n g  p r e s s u r e  i n  f a v o r  of b a n n i n g  t h e  PKL; s i n c e  its dis- 

. I n  t h e  m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o u p ,  S u k a r n o  made 
s e v e r a l  b r a v e ,  b u t  a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  f u t i l e  a t t e m p t s  t o  
res tore  t h e  b a l a n c e  of power t o  I t s  p r e - c o u p  s t a t u s  qtuo. 
P e r h a p s  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  h i s  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  
moves  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  w a s  t h e i r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of h i s  u r z e r  
c o n t e m p t  f o r  k a s u t i o n  a n d  h i s  b a s i c  h o s t i l i t y  t o w a r d  t h e  
a r m y .  If i t  was n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  c l e a r  before t h e  c o u p ,  
h i s  p o s t - c o u p  p o l i t i c s  c e r t a i n l y  made i t  u n m i s c a k a b l y  
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  w a s  q u i t e  p r e p a r e d  t o  take  t h e  most o b v i o u s  
a n d  d r a s t i c  s r e p s - - w i t h o u t  a n y  p r e t e n s e  a h a : s o e o e r - - t o  ' 
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  a rmy a s  a s e r i o u s  c o n t e n d e r  t o r  power. T h a t  
h e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  army i n  t h e  way of t h e  30 S e p t e m -  
ber Movement is n o t  a t  a l l  o u t  of k e e p i n g  w i t h  t k e  t r e n d  
of h i s  p o l i t i c s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  a f z e r  t h e  
c o u p .  S u k a r n o  a c t e d  a b s o l u t e l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  N a s i l t i o n ' s  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  of  a k e s i d e n t i a l  O r d e r  r e -  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  a n d  u p h o l d i n g  j u s t i c e  a f t e r  
t h e  c o u p .  H i s  P r e s i d e n t i a l  O r d e r  of 21 O c t o b e r  was m o d e l e d  
c l o s e l y  a f t e r  t h e  s i x - p o i n t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of A i d i t  f o r  
a p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  c o u p ;  i t  a l t o g e t h e r  i g n o r e d  
N a s u t i o n ' s  f i v e  m a i n  p r o p o s a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  One for es tab-  
l i s h i n g  a s p e c i a l  t r i b u n a l  t o  h e a r  t e s t i m o n y  o n  t h e  e v e n t s  
of t h e  c o u p  a n d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  i t .  
When i n  F e b r u a r y  1966 S u k a r n o  f i n a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  l o n g -  
awai ted " p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n * '  t o  t h e  c o u p ,  i t  w a s  n o t h i n g  
Jess t h a n  a d i r e c t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  N a s u t i o n  a n d  t h e  A m y .  
I n  a bold move t o  res tore  t h e  p r e - c o u p  N a s a k o s  c a b i n e t  
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( i n  w h i c h  a l l  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Com- 
m u n i s t  P a r t y  were r e p r e s e n t e d ) ,  S u k a r n o  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of a new c a b i n e t  o n  21 F e b r u a r y ,  w h i c h  w a s  a l -  
most i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  o l d  c a b i n e t  e x c e p t  for t h e  a b s e n c e  
of four names:  A i d i t  a n d  Njoto of t h e  PKI (who were d e a d ) ,  
A d m i r a l  M a r t a d i n a t a ,  a s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  of N a s u t i o n  a n d  
S u h a r t o ,  a n d - - N a s u t i o n .  If  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  d a r e  t o  
d i s m i s s  N a s u t i o n  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966, when t h e  l a t t e r  had 
t h e  s y m p a t h y  a n d  r e s p e c t  of a w h o l e  n a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  t r a g i c  
e v e n t s  t h a t  h a d  b e f a l l e n  h i s  f a m i l j r  a n d  h i s  assoc ia tes  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  MoSement, how much more 
l i k e l y  w o u l d  h e  h a v e  b e e n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  h i m  from t h e  s c e n e  

- f o u r  m o n t h s  e a r l i e r ?  

A s  is w e l l  known, S u h a r n o ' s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  Army 
a n d . t o  N a s u t i o n  d i d  n o t  go u n a n s w e r e d . *  T h i s  time, r e a l -  
i z i n g  f u l l  w e l l  t h a t  It  w a s  S u k a r n o  or t h e  Army--s ince  

1. 

*Many p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  w o u l d  reac t  t o  h i s  
d i s m i s s a l  f r o m  t h e  c a b i n e t  by t a k i n g  power  f o r c i b l y .  
B u t  i f  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e y  were s a d l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d ;  f o r  h e  
d i d  n o t  react  i n  a n y  s u c h  way.  H e  s e e m e d  a lmost  n o t - o  
r e a c t  a t  a l l ;  h e  j u s t  s e e m e d  t o  accept  h i s  d i s m i s s a l ,  
w i t h o u t  o n e  w o r d  of p r o t e s t .  As h e  c o n f i d e d  t o  f r i e n d s  
l a t e r ,  A l l  I c o u l d  t h i n k  a b o u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  was my 
d a u g h t e r  a n d  t h e  s a d n e s s  of my w i f e . "  

t o  r eac t  t o  t h e  momentous e v e n t s  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e ,  
t h e r e  were o t h e r  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  Army a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  
I n d o n e s i a - - n a m e l y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s - - w h o  r e a c t e d  s t r o n g l y  
t o  N a s u t i o n ' s  d i smis sa l .  A new force i n  I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i -  
t i c s  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  in J a n u a r y  1966 w i t h  t h e  first of many 
s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o ;  I n  M a r c h ,  t h e r e  
were more d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d r o p p i n g  of N a s u t i o n  
a n d  M a r t a d i n a t a  from t h e  c a b i n e t  a n d  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of 
S u b a n d r i o  a n d  D a n i  i n  i t .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  who l e d  
whom, w h e t h e r  i t  was a case of t h e  Army l e a d i n g  t h e  s t u d -  

. e n t s  or v i ce  versa .  I t  is a f a c t  t h a t  elements of t h e  
RPKAD, d r e s s e d  I n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ,  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  many 
of t h e  s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  
Army w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  no: h a v e  moved a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  w i t h  
t h e  c o u r a g e  t h a t  i t  d i d  i f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  n o t  p r o v i d e d  
s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  I t  was  c l e a r l y  a case of t h e  
Army a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e i n f o r c i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r .  

B u t  i f  h e  was still i n  a s t a t e  of s h o c k  a n d  u n a b l e  

- 
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Student demonstrations against Sukarno after the coup 



I .  

Students demanding the trial of S u b 0  

Students demonstrating against Sukarno at the Medical Faculty grounds 



S u k a r n o  was now o b v i o u s l y  t h e  sworn  enemy of t h e  Army-- 
t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p  d e c i d e d  t o  do wha t  i t  had  n e v e r  
r e a l l y  d o n e  b e f o r e - - f i g h t  b a c k  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o .  The  o u t -  
come of t h a t  s t r u g g l e  is now w e l l  known. I n  March 1 9 6 7 ,  

' one  y e a r  after S u k a r n o  d e f i e d  t h e  Army by d r o p p i n g  Nasu- 
t i o n  from t h e  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  Army f i n a l l y  won t h e  b a t t l e ,  
when S u k a r n o  was f o r c e d  to s u r r e n d e r  a l l  h i s  powers  a s  
P r e s i d e n t  of I n d o n e s i a . *  

- * I n  March 1966, t h e r e  was a dramat ic  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
be tween  Sukarno  and  t h e  Army. A t  t h e  first m e e t i n g  of 
t h e  newly  a p p o i n t e d  c a b i n e t  on 11 March ,  S u k a r n o  and  
S u b a n d r i o  r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  i t  l o o k e d  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  Army 
was a b o u t  t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e  Palace.  A t  t h e  time, t h e  
P a l a c e ,  w h i c h  was where  t h e  c a b i n e t  was m e e t i n g ,  was un- 
d e r  a v i r t u a l  s t a t e  of s e i g e .  The Army had s u r r o u n d e d  
t h e  p l a c e  t o  b l o c k  t h e  e n t r y  of t h e  c a b i n e t  members i n t o  
t h e  P a l a c e  f o r  t h e  c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g .  The m e e t i n g  had g o n e  
o n  a s  s c h e d u l e d  o n l y  b e c a u s e  S u k a r n o  a r r a n g e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  
c a b i n e t  members f l o w n  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  of 
t h e  m e e t i n g ,  S u k a r n o  and  S u b a n d r i o  r e c e i v e d  a message  
t h a t  prompted  them t o  l e a v e  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  t h a t  v e r y  mom'ent, 
so p r o m p t l y ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  
l e f t  h i s  s h o e s  b e h i n d .  A s  t h e y  d r o v e  o u t  of D j a k a r t a  o n  
t h e i r  way t o  Bogor ,  t h e r e  was a d r a m a t i c  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  RPKAI) and  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  Pa lace  Guard .  For 
a moment, it l o o k e d  a s  t h o u g h  t h e r e  wou ld  be a n  armed 
c l a s h ,  b u t  t h i s  was a v e r t e d  when t h e  RPKAD a l l o w e d  S u k a r n o  
t o  p a s s .  

On 18 March,  a number of c a b i n e t  members, '  i n c l u d i n g  Suban-  
d r io ,  were arrested o n  Army o r d e r s .  S u k a r n o  h e l d  o u t  an-  - 
o t h e r  w h o l e  y e a r .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  o d d s  t h a t  were a g a i n s t  
him,  i t  was a r e m a r k a b l e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  B u t ,  i n  t h e  e n d ,  
he was f i n a l l y  f o r c e d  to s u r r e n d e r  h i s  powers a s  P r e s i d e n t  
of I n d o n e s i a  i n  March 1967. 

For a good a c c o u n t  of t h e  Army-Sukarno s t r u g g l e  f o r  
p o w e r , a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  see I n d o n e s i a n  Upheava l  by  J o h n  
Hughes ,  Dav id  McKay Company, I n c . ,  1967.  

A week l a t e r ,  t h e  Army t o o k  force i n t o  i ts own h a n d s  

-. 
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Former President Sukarno President Suhar? 



General Nasution (center) and Suharto (right) after 
the latter became Acting President of Indonesia 

Acting President Suharto (ri ht) and Chairman of the MPRS Nasution 
(center) inspect a model o f the new Indonesian Parliament Building 



. 

T h e  C o n s p i r a c y  

.- 

Two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  o n l y  two of t h e  t w e n t y -  
or-so p e r s o n s  who f i g u r e d  most p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  c o u p  
a n d  p r o b a b l y  t o g e t h e r  knew t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  of t h e  co i ip  
a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e  t o d a y  a n d  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by 
t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  A m y .  T h o s e  two a r e  S u k a r n o  a n d  P o n o ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  of whom is sti l l  a t  l a r g e ,  h a v i n g  managed t o  
escape c a p t u r e  b y  t h e  Army l o n g e r  t h a n  a n y  of t h e  o t h e r s .  
A i d i t ,  Lukman, a n d  Njoto of t h e  PKI were k i l l e d  resist- 
i n g  c a p t u r e  o r  s o o n  a f t e r w a r d ,  before  t h e y  c o u l d  be i n -  

- t e r r o g a t e d .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  c o u p  
- -Untung,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S u p a r d j o ,  a n d  Dani - -and  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  PKI o f f i c i a l s - - N j o n o ,  S u d i s m a n ,  Pe r i s  P a r d e d e ,  
a n d  S j a m - - p l u s  f o r m e r  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  S u b a n d r i o  were 
a r r e s t e d  and  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  l e n g t h  before b e i n g  t r i e d  
fo r  t r e a s o n  a n d  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h . *  \ .  

* I n  S e p t e m b e r  1968, P r e s i d e n t  S u h a r t o  a d m i t t e d  f o r  
t h e  first t i m e  t h a t  Untung a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d -  
ers of t h e  c o u p  had b e e n  executed i n  DEccnber 1 9 6 7 .  dit 
seems c e r t a i n  t h a t  S u j o n o  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t h ree  b e s i d e s  
U n t u n g ,  a s  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a ;  he a n d  
U n t u n g  had  b e e n  e x e c u t e d  t o g e t h e r .  P r o b a b l y ,  L a r i e f  w a s  
o n e  of t h e  o t h e r  t w o  w h o  were e x e c u t e d .  

c l e m e n c y  a p p e a l s  of n i n e  o t h e r  a c c u s e d  c o n s p i r a t o r s  i n  
t h e  c o u p .  Among those  d e n i e d  c l e m e n c y  were S u d i s m a n ,  
N j o n o ,  S u p a r d j o ,  a n d  S j a m ,  a l l  of whom were u n d e r  s e n t e n c e  
of d e a t h .  N j o n o  a n d  S u d i s m a n  were p r o m p t l y  e x e c u t e d  o n  
29 O c t o b e r .  A s  of mid-November,  S j a m  a n d  S u p a r d j o  were 
n o t  known f o r  s u r e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e x e c u t e d ,  b u t  i t  is 
e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  be s o o n ,  i f  t h e :  h a v e  not b e e n  
a l r e a d y  . 

If i t  is true t h a t  S u j o n o  a n d  L a t i e f  were t w o  of t h e  
t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u ~  e x e c u t e d  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  as U n t u n g ,  t h a t  w o u l d  l e a v e  o n l y  D a n i  and  P o n o  (who 
h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  c a p t u r e d )  a l i v e  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  

On 2 October 1968 P r e s i d e n t  S u h a r t o  t u r n e d  dowr. t i e  

.- ( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  98) 
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  p r i n c i p a l s  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  h u n -  
d r e d s  of o t h e r  p e r s o n s  h a v e  been  a r r e s t e d  and  i n t e r r o g a t e d  
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  coup.  Some, l i k e  L t .  D u l  Arief, 
w h o  was i n  command of t h e  t r o o p s  s e n t  t o  k i d n a p  t h e  gen-  
' e r a l s ,  and  Major  Bambang Supeno and  Major S u k i r n o ,  t h e  Com- 
manding  Of f i ce r s  of t h e  5 3 0 t h  and  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n s ,  w h o  
were h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  have  
r e c e i v e d  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e s .  O t h e r s ,  l i k e  S g t .  S u j a t n o ,  
w h o s e  home on  Hal im A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  was u s e d  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Command, and  o t h e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  and  men  w h o  
f o u g h t  on  the s i d e  of t h e  c o u p  b u t  who d i d  s o  u n d e r  f a l s e  
i m p r e s s i o n s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r s ,  have  been  
r e l i e v e d  of any  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r ;  t h e y  h a v e  
p r o v i d e d  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  
c o u p ,  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p i  and t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
on  1 October. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  
s c e n e - - s u c h  a s  t h e  f a m i l y  members of t h e  g e n e r a l s  a t  home 
on  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 September-1 October and t h e  w i t n e s v e s  
t o  t h e  murde r  scene a t  Lubang B u a j a  l a t e r  t h a t  m o r n i n g  
and  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  l a t e r  t r a v e l s  of A i d i t  and  o the r s .  
A l l  these  and c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r  p e o p l e  who m i g h t  h a v e  known 
s o m e t h i n g  about PKI p l a n n i n g  and  a c t i v i t i e s  before t h e  
coup o r  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n k i n g  a n d / o r  a c t i o n s  of 
men l i k e  Untung or S u j o n o  before t h e  coup h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
e x h a u s t i v e l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  Army. P r o b a b l y ,  by now 
t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Army knows e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i t  w i l l  e v e r  
know a b o u t  t h e  30 Sep tember  Movement. I t  is n o t  l i k e l y  
t h a t  S u k a r n o  w i l l  ever t e l l  w h a t  h e  knows. C e r t a i n  t h i n g s  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  f rom page  97)  
i n  t h e  coup .  T h e r e  i s  good r e a s o n  for S u h a r t o  t o  want  
t o  k e e p  Dani  a l i v e  so l o n g  as t h e r e  i s  a n y  c h a n c e  of 
S u k a r n o ' s  ever  b e i n g  t r i e d  f o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  coup .  
(Accord ing  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s ,  S u h a r t o  h a s  o r d e r e d  
a n  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of Suka rno  t o  b e g i n  i n  e a r l y  1969 . )  
Dani  a n d  S u b a n d r i o  a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  two p e o p l e  who 
know t h e  f u l l  s t o r y  o f  S u k a r n o ' s  i nvo lvemen t  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  
e x c e p t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  f o r  A i d i t ,  who i s  d e a d .  .4s m e n t i o n e d  
p r e v i o u s l y ,  Dani i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  i m p l i c a t e d  t h e  P r e s i -  
d e n t  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c o u p  i n  secre t  t e s t i m o n y  h e  
g a v e  t h e  Army a f t e r  h e  t u r n e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t o  t h e  Army. 
Both Dani  and  S u b a n d r i o  a r e  u n d e r  sen te ' nce  o f  d e a t h ;  b o t h  
h a v e  a p p e a l e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  S u h a r t o  f o r  c l emency .  So f a r  
a s  we know, S u h a r t o  h a s  t a k e n  n o  a c t i o n  on t h e i r  c l emency  - 
p l e a s .  
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about the coup--such as Sukarno's and Aidit's precise 
roles in the coup and Dani's relations with both of them-- 
will probably never be known for sure. But it has been 
the history of conspiracies, especially those involving 

unproven and thus always open to some doubt. 

September 1965 as could ever be written could probably 
be written at this time, some three years after the 
event--if one had access to all the information that the 
Indonesian Army has. Obviously, no one outside of a few 
persons in the Indonesian Army has seen all the evidence; 

years that we can feel reasonably sure that we have not 
only the main facts about the coup as it occurred on 1 Octo- 
ber,' but also most, if not all, of what is known about the 
conspiracy behind the events of that day. Of courqe, the 
information about the conspiracy is based entirely on the 
interrogation of the people involved in the conspiracy, in 
contrast to our knowledge of the events of the coup itself 
and the days immediately following, which comes from a 
great variety of sources. Naturally, this kind of evi- 
dence must be considered in a slightly different light 
than the evidence that was presented in the first two' 
sections of this paper dealing with the coup and the events 
afterward. 
evidence that is presented in this third section of the 
paper, we refer the reader to the discussion of the interro- 
gation reports that is included X R  the Appendix.* 

. persons in high office, that certain facts have remained 

As good a history of the Indonesian coup of  30 

- but enough has become available during the past three 

For a fuller discussion of the validity of the 

*See the Appendix on pp. 311-316: "Some Comments on 
the Interrogation Reports". 
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T h e  a c t u a l  p l a n n i n g  for t h e  c o u p  was s t a r t e d  a n d  
f i n i s h 6 . d  i n  t h e  o n e  m o n t h  of S e p t e m b e r  1965 i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
of S E . E ~  or e i g h t  m e e t i n g s ,  w h i c h  were h e l d  l a t e  i n  t h e  
e v e n i n g  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  homesof C a p t .  W a h j u d i ,  C o l .  L a t i e f ,  
01 Sjam, or a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a -  A l t o g e t h e r ,  e l e v e n  p e r s o n s  
we1.e i - i v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s :  Sjam, P o n o ,  U n t u n g ,  
Latief S u j o n o ,  C a p t .  W a h j u u i .  Major Agus S i g i t ,  Gen. 
S U p a f d J o ,  W a l u j o ,  a n d  two u n i d e n t i f i e d  women. Not a l l  were 
p r e s e n t  a t  e v e r y  m e e t i n g ;  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  p e r s o n s  named a t -  

- tc . ided only o n e  m e e t i n g ,  t h a t  of 29 September, o n l y  Sjam, 
U n t u n g ,  a n d  L a t i e f  a t t e n d e d  e v e r y  meet ing.  

As of t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of S e p t e m b e r  1965, U n t u n g ,  t h e  
Commander of t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  T j a k a r a b i r a w a  Presi- 
d e n t i a l  G u a r d ,  L a t i e f ,  t h e  Commander of t h e  1st I n f a n t r y  
B r i g a d e  of t h e  D j a k a r t a  Command, a n d  S u j o n o  , R e g i m e n t a l  
Commander of t h e  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e  D e f e n s e  T r o o p s ,  a l l  
s t a t i o n e d  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  had  n e v e r  met o n e  ano the r .  T h e y  
h a d  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  much i n  common, h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  was s o o n  
t o  b r i n g  them i n t o  a f a t e f u l  a l l i a n c e .  T h e y  e a c h  h a d  fo r  
some time b e e n  h a v i n g  r egu la r  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  h i g h l y - p l a c e d  
PKI a g e n t s ,  who were n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  
men i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  PKI 's  s u p e r - s e c r e t  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ,  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  
t h e  case of L a t i e f  a n d  S u j o n o ,  t h e i r  PKI c o n t a c t  man-'or 
"pembina" a s  t h e y  c a l l e d  him--was a man c a l l e d  P o n o ;  i n  
t h e  case of U n t u n g ,  it was a c e r t a i n  W a l u j o .  

T h e s e  two men a r e  now known t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  close 
a s s o c i a t e s  of a t h i r d  man--a man c a l l e d  S j a m - - a n o t h e r  d e e p -  
c o v e r  PKI a g e n t ,  who was a close f r i e n d  a n d  t r u s t e d  as-  
soc i a t e  of A i d i t  i n  t h e  i n n e r  c i rc le  of t h e  PKI l e a d e r s h i p .  
S j a m  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e , P K I  i n  1948, h a v i n g  known A i d i t  for 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  before t h a t .  When A i d i t  was a r r e s t e d  in 
1 9 4 8  u p o n  h i s  r e t u r n  from C h i n a ,  Sjam is s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  
" a s s i s t e d  him g r e a t l y "  w h i l e  h e  was i n  p r i s o n .  For a num- 
ber of y e a r s ,  h e  was h e a d  of t h e  S h i p  a n d  Dock W o r k e r s  
U n i o n ,  a n  a f f i l i a t e  of t h e  PKI n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
f o r  t r a d e  u n i o n s .  I t  is n o t  c lear  when h e  w a s  e lected t o  
t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  a b o u t  1960 h e  became 
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a member of t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
m i t t e e  w h i c h  w a s  h e a d e d  b y  A i d i t  h i m s e l f . *  I n  November 
1 9 6 4 ,  Sjam was g i v e n  t h e  s p e c i a l  a s s i g n m e n t  of h e a d i n g  a 
new c o v e r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  s e t  u p  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  
A i d i t  a n d h a r g e d  w i t h  c a r r y i n g  o u t  s p e c i a l  d u t i e s  ( m a i n l y  
c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n s )  s u c h  a s  i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h e  a r m e d  s e r v i c e s .  
E v e n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  w a s  a secret  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  PKI; i t  is n o t  e x a c t l y  c l ea r  w h o ,  b e s i d e s  A i d i t ,  
knew a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  One w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f o u r  o t h e r  
members of t h e  S t a n d i n g  C o u n c i l  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  (Lukman, 
Njoto, S u d i s m a n ,  a n d  S a k i r m a d  m u s t  h a v e  known, b u t ,  j u d g i n g  
from h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  S u d i s m a n  d i d  n o t .  N e i t h e r  
N j o n o ,  a member of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  n o r  P e r i s  Pardede, a 

- member of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee a n d  a c a n d i d a t e  member of 
t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  h a d  s p e c i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  of 
t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  ** 

T h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  of a secret  or  c o v e r t  com- 
, _  m u n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m u s t  be unknown,  its p e r -  

s o n n e l  m u s t  be unknown a s  C o m m u n i s t s ,  i ts  
w o r k  c a r r i e d  o n  i n  c o m p l e t e  a n o n y m i t y .  I t  
is unknown n o t  o n l y  t o  h o s t i l e  s e c u r i t y  

._ 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on  p a g e  102) 

* B e f o r e  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  w a s  s e t  u p  a s  a n  a u t o n o m o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  of t h e  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  committee or t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  w i t h  a b s o l u t e  
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  i ts own o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p e r -  
s o n n e l ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  e t c . ,  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t e d  a l l  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
t h e  P K I .  After  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B d r e a u ,  i n -  
f i l t r a t i o n . .  of t h e  a rmed forces w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o n  
by t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t!x Spe:  c . .  

B u r e a u .  I n f i l t r a t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n s ,  p o l i t i c i i l  par-  
t i e s ,  a n d  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wxs * sti l l  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  vtrich H u t a p e a  h e a d e d  a f t e r  1965. 

* * A c t u a l l y ,  i t  is n o t  too s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  N j o n o  a n d  P e r i s  
P a r d e d e  a n d  e v e n  S u d i s m a n ,  a member of t h e  S t a n d i n g  Coun- 
c i l  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  did n o t  know a b o u t  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Communist  C h 4 n e s e ' d o c t r i n e " o n  t h e  " C o o r d i n a t i o n  of 
t h e  L e g a l  a n d  I l l e g a l  S t r u g g l e " :  
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Slam h i m s e l f  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f u l l e s t  a c c o u n t  o f  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  PKI S p e c i a l  Bureau .  
Under i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  Arrry i n  mid-1967, h e  s t a t e d  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

The  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  was  t h e  P a r t y ' s  s p e c i a l  
a p p a r a t u s  w h i c h  h a n d l e d  s p e c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  
namely  work wh ich  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  o ther  o v e r t  a p p a r a t u s ,  p r i m a r i l y  
i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d  and  o t h e r  f i e l d s  w h i c h  
had t o  be u n d e r t a i t e n  c l a n d e s t i n e l y .  

The  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  Bureau  w a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  
a p p a r a t u s  of Comrade Chai rman of t h e  CC/PKI ,  
A i d i t .  The  r e g i o n a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u s  were 
b r a n c h e s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  They  

' e x e c u t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  a n d  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  
H o r i z o n t a l  r e l a t i o n s  among t h e  R e g i o n a l  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u s  were n o t  p e r m i t t e d .  

1. 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  101) 
forces and  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c - - i t  is unknown 
e v e n  t o  a l l  except a f e w  o f  t h e  o v e r t  p a r t y ,  
i f  there is o n e .  On ly  t h e  t o p m o s t  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  of t h e  l e g a l  p a r t y  knows of e v e n  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  secret  p a r t y  m u c h  l ess  t h e  
i d e n t i t i e s  of its members, and  e v e n  t h i s  top- 
most l e a d e r s h i p  knows t h e  i d e n t i t y  o n l y  of 
t h e  secre t  c e n t e r  .... 

Only  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  secret  p a r t y  h a s  
a n y  c o n t a c t  w h a t e v e r  w i t h  a n y  e l e m e n t  OF t h e  
l e g a l  p a r t y .  The c a d r e s  of t h e  secret  p a r t y  
a re  n o t  i n  'h id ing- -on  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  a r e  
l i v i n g  o p e n ,  n o r m a l  l i v e s  i n  t h e  community.  
I t  is t h e i r  s t a t u s  a s  members of a secre t ,  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
v i o l e n t  o v e r t h r o w  of t h e  regime, w h i c h  is 
i l l e g a l .  



T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  
c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  [ t h e  names  of 
p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r -  
l i n e d  f o r  e m p h a s i s ]  

1. Kamarusaman (Sjam)-whose  d u t y  was t o  co- 
o r d i n a t e  t h e  work of t h e  e n t i r e  b u r e a u ,  
b o t h  c e n t r a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  o f f i ce s ;  i n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  management  
of S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  c o n t a c t s  w i t h i n  a n d  
o u t s i d e  t h e  A r m e d  Forces. [ I n  t h i s  c o n -  
n e c t i o n ,  S j a m  s t a t e d :  ' I  d i r e c t l y  h a n d l e d  
( c u l t i v a t e d ,  m a n a g e d )  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Armed 
Forces members: Gen. S u p a r d j o ,  M a j o r  
S u g a n d a ,  C o l .  S i d i k ,  C a p t .  S u m e d i ,  C o l .  
M u s t o f a ,  C o l .  P a s h a  (who n e v e r  e x e c u t e d  
t h e  P a r t y  t a s k s  g i v e n  h i m ) ,  a n d  o t h e r s  
whom I c a n n o t  remember. I a l s o  d i r e c t l y , *  
managed n o n - m i l i t a r y  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  
among t h e m  D j u n t a  S u w a r d i  of t h e  C u s t o m s  
a n d  E x c i s e s  O f f i c e ,  who was  a s y m p a t h i z e r  
b u t  n o t  a p a r t y  member.'] 

2. M a r s u d i d j o j o  (Pone)-the s e c o n d  i n  command - 
whose  j o b  w a s  t o  m a n a g e  PKI ce l l s*  w i t h i n  r, 

. .  . . .. . . ._ . . . . _. 

d t h e  best t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  word 
u s e d  b y  S j a m .  T h e s e  were n o t  Communist  p a r t y  c e l l s  i n  
t h e  o r d i n a r y -  s e n s e  of t h e  w o r d .  T h e  way t h e  word is 
u s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  S p e c i a l  
B u r e a u ,  i t  re fers  t o  t h e  o f f i ce r s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  m i l i -  
t a r y  u n i t  who were b e i n g  "managed" by t h e  same 'manager"  
or " o r g a n i z e r "  f r o m  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ;  most o f t e n ,  t h e y  
were n o t  Communist  p a r t y  members  b u t  Communist  s y m p a t h i z e r s .  
I n  t h r s e n s e ,  C o l .  L a t i e f ,  Major S i g i t ,  C a p t a i n  S u r a d i  
a n d  C a p t a i n  W a h j u d i  composed  a "cel l"  w i t h i n  t h e  F i r s t  I n -  
f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ;  i n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  men from 

. t h e  F i r s t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  w i t h  whom P o n o  had  s u c c e e d e d  
i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t .  I n  t h e o r y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

- there  was s u p p o s e d  t o  be n o  h o r i z o n t a l  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 0 4 )  
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t h e  F i r s t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  of KODAM V, 
c o n s i s t i n g  of C o l .  L a t i e f ,  Major  S i g i t ,  
C a p t .  S u r a d i ,  and  C a p t .  W a h j u d i ; t h e i r  
Force D e f e n s e  T r o o p s ,  c o n s  is t i n g  of 
Major S u j o n o ,  C a p t .  Ga to t  a n d  others ;  
t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P a l T G u a r d ,  c o n s i s t -  
i n g  of Marj. S l a m e t  among o thers ;  ' t h e  Army 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  Gen. P r a n o t o  among 
others;  KODAM V M i l i t a r y  Police;  and t h e  
police force ( n o t .  y e t  s e t  u p ) .  

3. Silbono ( W a l u j o l - t h e  t h i r d  man i n  command 
whose a s s i g n m e n t  c o n c e r n e d  f i n a n c e s  as 
w e l l  a s  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of p a r t y  c e l l s  
i n  t h e  A i r  Force, c o n s i s t i n g ' o f  A i r  
M a r s h a l  Omar D a n i ,  A i r  Commodore S i s w a d i ,  
C o l .  H e r n m w ,  and  o t h e r s ;  a n d  t h e  

I 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  103) 
members of t h e  same c e l l .  They  d i d  n o t  meet together ,  
a s  a g r o u p ,  w i t h  t h e i r  "manager",  as members of t h e  
same Communist  p a r t y  c e l l  i n  a n y  Communist p a r t y  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n  a t t e n d  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  c e l l .  T h e r e  
was  o n l y  a v e r t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e s e  men 
a n d  t h e i r  manage r .  I n  s h o r t ,  i t  was  more of a n  i n t e l -  
l i g e n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a n  a n  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  Communist  
p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
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T j a k r a b i r a w a  Pa lace  G u a r d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
C o l .  U n t u n g ,  L t .  Col. A l i  Ebram,  1st L t .  
D u l  Ar ie f .  a n d  o t h e r s .  

4 .  Two o t h e r  members of t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  
B u r e a u  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of m a n a g e m e n t  
t r a i n i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  b u r e a u  a n d  
a l s o  managed P a r t y  members w i t h i n  t h e  
Navy. A s i x t h  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  secre- 
t a r i a t  of t h e  Spec ia l  B u r e a u  ( a d m i n ,  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  e tc . )  a s  h i s  b a s i c  t a s k  
w h i l e  h e  a l s o  managed  p a r t y  members a n d  
s y m p a t h i z e r s  i n  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  and g o v e r n -  
m e n t  i n  D j a k a r t a .  T h e  s e v e n t h  member of 
t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  f i e l d  of p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  y o u t h ,  w o r k e r ,  p e a s a n t  m o v e m e n t s ,  e tc .  

\. 
5 .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  f i v e  s t a f f  members a s s i s t -  

i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  a s  medical  
o f f i c e r s ,  m e s s e n g e r s ,  e tc .  

Under  t h e  C e n t r a l  B u r e a u ,  t h e r e  were 10 r e g i o n a l  
Spec ia l  B u r e a u s ,  One fo r :  t h e  D j a k a r t a  Raya  
a r e a ,  West J a v a ,  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  B a l i ,  S o u t h  
K a l i m a n t a n ,  N o r t h  S u m a t r a ,  West S u m a t r a ,  S o u t h  
S u m a t r a ,  R i a u ,  a n d  t h e  (South C e l e b e s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Sjam, t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  was " c h a r g e d  
w i t h  t h e  t a s k  of p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e , "  w h i c h  was 
n o t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  of t h e  PKI a t  t h e  t i m e .  A i d i t  seems 
d e f i n i t e l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of a m i l i -  
t a n t  l i n e  o n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  armed s t r u g g l e  i n  I n d o n e s i a ;  
as l o n g  a s  t h i n g s  were g o i n g  so w e l l  f o r  t h e  PKI u n d e r  
S u k a r n o ' s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  best  p o l i c y  
f o r  t h e  PKI was o n e  of s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  S u k a r n o ,  t h e  
r e n u n c i a t i o n  of force as t h e  way t o  g a i n  p o w e r  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  
a n d  t h e  e s p o u s a l  of t h e  p e a c e f u l ,  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r o a d  t o  
"soc ia l i sm."  Sjam h i m s e l f  may h a v e  f a v o r e d  a more m i l i t a n t  
domestic p o l i c y .  After t h e  c o u p ,  h e  is known t o  h a v e  a r g u e d  
i n  f a v o r  of armed s t r u g g l e  b y  t h e  PKI a g a i n s t  t h e  Army. 

.. His p o s i t i o n  as c h i e f  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  i n  c h a r g e  of 
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c o v e r t  a c t i v i t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a r m e d  s t r u g -  
g l e )  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  i n  thar ;  d i r e c t i o n . *  

D e s p i t e  A i d i t ' s  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  l e g a l  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  
a r m e d  s t r u g g l e - - a t  l e a s t ,  so l o n g  a s  S y k a r n o  l i v e d - - h e  
m i g h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  made o n e  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  a r g u -  
m e n t  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e  i n  l a t e  1 9 6 4 ,  when h e  s e t  u p  t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o v e r t  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  
p a r t y  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  of p r e p a r i n g  fo r  a r m e d  s t r u g -  
g l e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  its o the r  c o v e r t  d u t i e s .  H e  w a s  look- 
i n g  a h e a d  t o  t h e  t ime when S u k a r n o  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  be a r o u n d  
t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  PKI a g a i n s t  t h e  Army; some k i n d  of a show- 
down w i t h  t h e  Army seemed a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l e  a f t e r  S u k a r n o ' s  
d e a t h .  

I t  does n o t  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  A i d i t ' s  p o l i c y  t o  arm 
PKI p a r t y  members ( w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  c o v e r t  
s h i p m e n t  of r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of arms t o  t h e  PKI 
from abroad) ;  i n s t e a d ,  he  seems t o  h a v e  s e t t l e d  o n  a p o l i c y  
of PKI i n f i l t r a t i o n  a n d  s u b v e r s i o n  of t h e  Armed Forces. 
R a t h e r  t h a n  t r a i n  a n d  arm h i s  own a r m e d  f o r c e ,  p r e t t y  much 
f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  h e  seems t o  h a v e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  ef- 
f o r t s  o n  s u b v e r t i n g  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y .  To t h i s  e n d ,  
h i s  m a i n  t a r g e t s  w i t h i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  
m i d d l e - g r a d e  o f f i c e r s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  of command. If t h e  ' 

PKI c o u l d  w i n  t h e  l o y a l t y  of these  o f f i c e r s ,  h e  f i g u r e d  
t h a t  h e  c o u l d  c o u n t  m t h e  men u n d e r  t h e i r  command t o  fol- 
low t h e i r  o r d e r s ;  i n  a showdown w i t h  t h e  a r m y ,  t h e s e  u n i t s  
w o u l d  defect  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  PKI. 

T h e  e x t e n t  of PKI p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w a s  
c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  rea l ized  b y  t h e  army l e a d e r s h i p  before t h e  
c o u p ;  i t  c l e a r l y  came a s  a s u r p r i s e  arid a s h o c k  t o  N a s u t i o n  
a n d  S u h a r t o  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  army g e n e r a l s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  

* I n  1962 Sjam v i s i t e d  Communist  C h i n a ,  N o r t h  V i e t n a m ,  
a n d  N o r t h  Korea for  t h e  p u r p o s e  of s r u d y i n g  " p e o p l e ' s  r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  warfare." He r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  a c t i v a t i o n  of a r m e d  rebel- 
1 i o n .  



when t h e y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  PKI a n d  
t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  from t h e  c o n f e s s i o n s  of U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  
Sjam, a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  w a s  
s h o c k i n g l y  e v i d e n t  i n  o n e  f a c t  t h a t  w a s  r e v e a l e d - - t h a t  

' Sjam h i m s e l f  had a c t e d  a s  a d o u b l e  a g e n t  i n  p r e t e n d i n g  
t o  be a n  i n f o r m e r  for  t h e  D j a k a r t a  M i l i t a r y  Command. 
From 1955 u n t i l  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of t h e  30 September Move- 
m e n t ,  h e  h a d  p a s s e d  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  PKI a n d  o t h e r  p o l i -  
t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  Army, i n  t h e  process of w h i c h  he  
h a d  g a i n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  and  p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  D j a k a r t a  Command 
a n d  o t h e r  Army of f ices ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  of Army of- 

- f i ce r s ,  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  Army. S j a m  
c l a ims  t h a t  h e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  i n  
t h i s  way. 

1. PKI R e c r u i t m e n t  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  O f f i c e r s  

A s  n o t e d  a b o v e  a n d  a l s o  made c l ea r  from t h e  d a t e s  
of Sjam's  e a r l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a d o u b l e  a g e n t .  t h e  PKI p r o -  
gram of i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r m e d  s e r v i c e s  p r e - d a t e d  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  We have g o o d  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  w a s  a c t i v e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1950's a n d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  its a c t i v i t i e s  were no  
d o u b t  v e r y  much s t e p p e d  u p  a f t e r  1 9 6 4 ,  w h e n  a l l  i l l e g a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  PKI i n  t h e  Armed Forces were t r a n s f e r r e d  
from t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit- 
tee t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  u n d e r  Sjam. U n t u n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
was first r e c r u i t e d  b y  t h e  PKI sometime a r o u n d  1950. 
A t  t h e  t i n e  h e  was s t a t i o n e d  i n  Solo,  a n d  i t  was t h e r e  
t h a t  h e  m e t  t w o  PKX c a d r e s  named Sudarmo a n d  S l a m e t .  
Prior t o  t h a t ,  h e  h a d  h a d  n o  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
p a r t y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  w a s  known t o  h a v e  Communist  s y m p a t h i e s  
a n d  t o  h a v e  f o u g h t  o n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  C d m m u n i s t s  i n  t h e  
Madiun  u p r i s i n g  of 1 9 4 8 .  F'rom 1950 u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1965, 
when h e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  D j a k a r t a ,  U n t u n g  h a d  r e g u l a r  
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  Sudarmo a n d  S l a m e t .  V e r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  
a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  h e  was c o n t a c t e d  by a n o t h e r  PKI mem- 

. ber--named Walujo- - in  v e r y  much t h e  same way t h a t  h e  had 
first m e t  S u d a r m o  a n d  Slamet i n  Solo.  S i n c e  h e  h a d  moved 
t o  D j a k a r t a ,  h e  now came u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  management  of 
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t h e  C e n t r a l  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  of t h e  PKI; h i s  new c o n t a c t  
man, W a l u j o ,  w a s  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  #3 man i n  c h a r g e  
of PKI i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  A r m e d  S e r v i c e s .  

Under  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  Army, U n t u n g  l a t e r  d e -  
s c r i b e d  h i s  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  W a l u j o  i n  D j a k a r t a .  He s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  u s u a l l y  t o o k  p l a c e  a t ~ t h e  O f f i c e r s '  Mess d u r i n g  
h i s  o f f - d u t y  h o u r s  " i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  of s e c r e c y . "  T h e  
s u b j e c t s  d i s c u s s e d  were n o r m a l l y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t s  a n d  s p e e c h e s  of S u k a r n o .  As Walujo de- 
sc r ibed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  t o  U n t u n g ,  t h e  " implemen- 
t a t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  c o n c e p t s - - s u c h  a s  Nasakom a n d  t h e  

- 5 t h  f o r c e - - w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  A r m e d  Forces, 
w h i c h  were a g a i n s t  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s . "  I n  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  
W a l u j o  r e p e a t e d l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  
of t h e  s e n i o r  Army g e n e r a l s  w h o  were " a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o . "  
Untung h a s  s a i d :  

I. 
A l l  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  i n  D j a k a r t a  a n d  m e e t i n g  
w i t h  W a l u j o ,  my promoter i n  i d e o l o g y ,  h e  
a l w a y s  p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  re- 
g a r d i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of so ld i e r s  
nowadays  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no  
l o n g e r  a n y  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l s  from 
t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  w h i c h  i n  my v i e w  w a s  
t r u e ;  he a l s o  p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  
w h i c h  w a s  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t o  u s  l a t e r  d u r i n g  
o u r  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  Sjam. 

T h e r e  c a n  be n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  had a 
p r o f o u n d  effec't o n  Untung.  
s o u r c e  w h o  knew him w e l l  a s  "a s i m p l e  man,  d e d i c a t e d  t o  
S u k a r n o  b u t  p o l i t i c a l l y  n a i v e .  H e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  be i n -  
f l u e n c e d  b j  o t h e r s . "  A n o t h e r  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  him as b e i n g  
of " u n i m p r e s s i v e  i n t e l l e c t ,  f a n a t i c a l l y  d e v o t e d  t o  S u k a r n o . "  
H e  was a r i g i d  Moslem who " d e p l o r e d  l u x u r y  a n d  d e p r a v i t y  
a n d  r e s e n t e d  t h e  h i g h  l i f e  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y  of some of t h e  
s e n i o r  g e n e r a l s .  He w a s  n o t  a c l e v e r  man." "He  was p h y s i -  
c a l l y  b u t  n o t ' i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  i m p r e s s i v e "  accord ing ' to  a n -  
o ther .  T h e  PKI h a d  o b v i o u s l y  p i c k e d  t h e i r  man w e l l .  Un- 
t u n g  w o u l d  be a m e n a b l e  t o  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ;  a n d  now, w i t h  

H e  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  b y  o n e  
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h i s  t r a n s f e r  t o  D j a k a r t a  a n d  h i s  new a s s i g n m e n t  a s  b a t -  
t a l i o n  commander of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  G u a r d ,  
h e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - p l a c e d ,  from t h e  p o i n t  of v i e w  
of t h e  PKI.* 

*Af ter  t h e  Madiun  u p r i s i n g  of 1948, i n  w h i c h  U n t u n g  
f o u g h t  o n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  C o m m u n i s t s ,  h i s  r n i l i t a r j  career 
w a s  i n  e c l i p s e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of y e a r s .  I n  t h e  West I r i a n  
Campaign  of May 1962, h o w e v e r ,  h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h i m s e l f  
a s  commander of o n e  of t h e  t w o  c o m p a n i e s  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  
B a t t a l i o n  t h a t  were a i r - d r o p p e d  i n t o  I r i a n .  A s  t h e  h e r o  
of t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  h e  w a s  s o o n  p r o m o t e d  from c a p t a i n  t o  
major ,  a n d  from t h e n  o n ,  h i s  c a r e e r  w a s  o n  t h e  u p g r a d e  
H e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  commander of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a n d ,  
a f e w  m o n t h s  before t h e  c o u p ,  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  
a s s i g n m e n t  of b a t t a l i o n  commander i n  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  
P a l a c e  G u a r d .  O n l y  4 0  y e a r s  o l d  i n  1 9 6 5 ,  U n t u n g  had a 
p r o m i s i n g  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  Army a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p .  

w a s  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a m e d a l  by P r e s i d e n t  S d k a r n o .  T h e  
s c e n e  was t h e  l a w n  of Merdeka P a l a c e  i n  t k  p r e s e n c e  of 
t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s  and  h i g h  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s .  'The 
m a j o r  was c l a d  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  i n  b a t t l e  d r e s s ;  b e h i n d  
h i m  i n  s i m i l a r  a r r a y  s t o o d  f i v e  c o m p a n i e s  from t h e  g u e r -  
r i l l a  fo rce .  F o l l o w i n g  U n t u n g ' s  r e p o r t ,  S u k a r n o  p i n n e d  
m e d a l s  on  h i s  c h e s t  a n d  t h o s e  of h i s  a s s o c i a t e  g u e r r i l i a  
l e a d e r s ,  a m i d s t  a p p l a u s e  from t h e  a s s e m b l e d  p u b l i c .  A 
f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  S u k a r n o  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  h e r o e s  w i t h  "an  
e v e  n i  n g  of m e r r i m e n t  . '' 
a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  from West I r i a n  w a s  s t r u c k  b y  U n t u n g ' s  
" d i s p l a y  of s i n c e r e  e m o t i o n . "  Asked t o  comment  o n  h i s  
memories of h i s  s e r v i c e  a s  a n  I r i a n  paracommando,  U n t u n g  
" a s s u m e d  a s a d  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  r e p l i e d ,  h i s  v o i c e  c h o k e d  
w i t h  e m o t i o n " :  

Y e s ,  t h e  name Gunung G i n o p a  ( a  town i n  West 
I r i a n )  h a s  b e e n  a b e a c o n  f l a s h i n g  t o  o u r  
s o u l s  e v e r y  s e c o n d .  Gunung G i n o p a  is t h e  
s y m b o l  of our s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e  s y m b o l  of ex- 
treme l o y a l t y  a n d  of s u f f e r i n g  n o t  e a s i l y  

On 19 F e b r u a r y  1963, o n  h i s  r e t u r n  from I r i a n ,  U n t u n g  

An I n d o n e s i a n  r e p o r t e r  w h o  i n t e r v i e w e d  U n t u n g  s h o r t l y  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  110) 
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T h e  P l a n n i n g  of t h e  C o u p  

U n t u n g ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  c o u p  b e g a n  
o n  4 S e p t e m b e r  1965--less t h a n  a month before t h e  e v e n t .  
On t h a t  d a y ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of a r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  
U n t u n g ,  W a l u j o  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  h e  w a n t e d  U n t u n g  t o  meet 
a c e r t a i n  C o l .  L a t i e f ,  Major S u j o n o ,  a n d  C a p t a i n  W a h j u d i .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  make a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  Un- 
t u n g  t o  t h e m .  

- ( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  109) 
f o r g o t t e n .  W e  h a v e  i m m o r t a l i z e d  Gunung G i n o p a  

T h i r t y - f i v e  of ' o u r  p e o p l e  lie t he re ,  f o r e v e r . .  . 
o u r  c o m r a d e s  from t h e  same u n i t  . . .  o u r  c o m r a d e s  
who d r o p p e d  from t h e  same a i r p l a n e .  

A q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  of U n t u n g  w a s  g i v e n  by a 
l i e u t e n a n t  w h o  s e r v e d  u n d e r  h i m  i n  t h e  I r i a n  c a m p a i g n .  
A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  U n t u n g  was v e r y  a m b i t i o u s .  
When h e  was a b o u t  t o  be d r o p p e d  i n t o  I r i a n  h e  was still 
a c a p t a i n  b u t  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  l o c a l  r a n k  of m a j o r  f o r  t h e  
o c c a s i o n ;  h e  r e f u s e d  t o  jump u n t i l  h e  had  b e e n  g i v e n  
t h e  i n s i g n i a  of h i s  new r a n k ,  a n d  s o  a n o t h e r  major g a v e  
h i s  u p  for  U n t u n g .  A c c o r d i n g  to U n t u n g ' s  fellow o f f i c e r ,  
U n t u n g  was known a s  a n  a t h e i s t ,  a l o n e r ,  a n d  c r u e l .  On 
l a n d i n g  i n  I r i a n  h e  a b a n d o n e d  o n e  of h i s  men i n  t h e  j u n g l e  
because h e  was d i s a b l e d ,  o n  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  i t  was 
bet ter  o n e  s h o u l d  d i e  t h a n  t h a t  a l l  s h o u l d  be p l a c e d  i n  
d i f f i c u l t y .  A l t h o u g h  h e  p r e v e n t e d  h i s  men from p i c k i n g  
u p  t r a n s i t o r  r a d i o s  w h i l e  i n  I r i a n ,  h e  h i m s e l f  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  s e v e r a l ,  w h i c h  h e  got b y  b l a c k m a i l i n g  some C h i n e s e .  

P r e s u m a b l y ,  . t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  U n t u n g ' s  c h a r a c t e r  l i e s  
s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o  extremes. One t h i n g  t h a t  
seems c l ea r  is t h a t  h e  t e n d e d  t o  be r a t h e r  p u r i t a n i c a l  
a n d  s t r i c t  w i t h  h i s  men. 

a s  t h e  name of t h e  Heroes' C e m e t e r y  t h e r e .  I 
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On t h e  same d a y ,  C o l .  L a t i e f - - w h o  h a d  b e e n  h a v i n g  
r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  d e e p - c o v e r  PKI a g e n t  w h o  
w a s  W a l u j o ' s  i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r i o r  a s  t h e  #2 man i n  t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ,  a man whom L a t i e f  knew o n l y  as Pono--was 
a p p r o a c h e d  b y  h i s  c o n t a c t  man o n  t h e  same m a t t e r .  As 
L a t i e f  h a s  described i t :  

Around t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of S e p t e m b e r  o n  a d a y  
a n d  d a t e  w h i c h  I h a v e  f o r g o t t e n , *  P o n o  
(whom I h a d  a l r e a d y  m e t )  a r r i v e d  a t  my 
h o u s e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  whom h e  i d e n t i -  
f i e d  o n l y  a s  Sjam. D u r i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  
P o n o  t o l d  m e  t h a t  w i t h i n  a f e w  d a y s  there 
w o u l d  be a m e e t i n g  of s e v e r a l  c o m r a d e s  
from t h e  m i l i t a r y  a t  t h e  h o u s e  of C a p t a i n  
W a h j u d i .  D u r i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  P o n o  d i d  
n o t  t a l k  much b u t  s a i d  t h a t  i n  two d a y s  
I w o u l d  be p i c k e d  u p  a n d  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
h o u s e  of C a p t .  W a h j u d i ,  w h i l e  S j a m  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  d i d  n o t  s a y  a word. 

1 ,  

* A l t h o u g h  L a t i e f  s a y s  t h a t  Sjam a n d  Pono came t o  
h i s  home " a r o u n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of S e p t e m b e r  o n  a d a y  
a n d  d a t e  w h i c h  I h a v e  f o r g o t t e n , "  h e  t h e n  goes o n  t o  
descr ibe w h a t  h a p p e n e d  "two d a y s  l a t e r . "  T h e  e v e n t s  
t h a t  he descr ibes  a r e  known t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  o n  6 
September, w h i c h  w o u l d  d a t e  h i s  first m e e t i n g  w i t h  
Sjam on 4 S e p t e m b e r .  
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T h e  F i r s t  - M e e t i n g :  T h e  P a r t i c i p a n t s  Meet 

Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  t h e  first " g e t - a c q u a i n t e d "  m e e t i n g  
of t h e  men who were t o  p l a n  a n d  l e a d  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Move- 
m e n t  w a s  h e l d  a t  C a p t .  W a h j u d i ' s  home l a t e  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
of 6 September 1965.* P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e  o t h e r p e n  h a d  b e e n  
i n f o r m e d  of t h e  m e e t i n g  i n  much t h e  same way t h a t  U n t u n g  
And L a t i e f  h a d  b e e n  t o l d .  Around 2000 h o u r s ,  P o n o  a r r i v e d  
a t  L a t i e f ' s  h o u s e  a n d  i n v i t e d  h im t o  go w i t h  him t o  Wah- 
j u d i ' s  home. L a t i e f  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  

ne a r r i v e d  a t  C a p t .  W a h j u d i ' s  home t oge the r ,  
a r o u n d  2030. T h e r e  I f o u n d  L t .  C o l .  U n t u n g ,  
A i r  Force Major S u j o n o ,  I n f a n t r y  Major Agus 
S i g i t ,  W a h j u d i ,  P o n o ,  a n d  Sjam.- A l l  s e v e n  
of u s  e n t e r e d  t h e  d i n i n g  room, a n d  a f t e r  w e  
s g t  down a l l  t h e  d o o r s  were c l o s e d .  T h e n  

' C o m r a d e s ,  Mr:Sjam is a c o m r a d e  of o u r s  w h o  
w i l l  j o i n  us a n d  lead  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s . '  

P o n o  i n t r o d u c e d  Sjam t o  us a l l ;  h e  s a i d :  I 

T h e n  Sjam t o o k  o v e r  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  
first t h i n g  t h a t  h e  m e n t i o n e d  was t h e  Gen- 
e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  P e r h a p s  h e  d i d  t h i s  t o  
a t t r a c t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  
' A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l  is s a b o t a g i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t s  of t h e  
g r e a t  l e a d e r  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  ... If t h e  Presi- 
d e n t  s h o u l d  become ill, t h e r e  is a g r e a t  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w i l l  t a k e  o v e r  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  If t h i s  h a p p e n s ,  of c o u r s e ,  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  become Worse a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  
d e s t r o y  t h e  PKI a n d  o t h e r  p r t 5 g r e s s i v e  p a r t i e s .  
Thus at t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  w e  m u s t  as q u i c k l y  as 
p o s s i b l e  t o  s e t  u p  or p l a n  a new g o v e r n m e n t  
t h r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l  

H e  s p o k e  a s  fo l lows:  

* A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  U n t u n g  was a s k e d  why t h e  f irst  m e e t i n g  
was h e l d  a t  W a h j u d i ' s  h o u s e  a n d  n o t  a t  h i s  h o u s e .  U n t u n g  
r e p l i e d :  " t h e  r e a s o n  for t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  
place for t h e  m e e t i n g  h a d  t o  g u f r a n t e e  a maximum of s e c u r i t y  
a n d  c o u l d  n o t  be a p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e r e  dere' a l o t  of p e o p l e  
a r o u n d  . " 
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w h i c h  w i l l  be s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  
and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t i e s  and  mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s .  ' 

A f t e r  h a v i n g  hea rd  t h e  remarks of Sjam, 
there .  was a r e a c t i o n  o n  o u r  p a r t  a n d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  m e e t i n g  was n o t  v e r y  w e l l  
r e g u l a t e d ,  q u e s t i o n s  arose a l l  a t  o n c e  
w h i c h  more o r  less c e n t e r e d  on t h e  r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l  and  how i t  would be 
s e t  u p .  Sjam answered:  ' y o u  need  n o t  
know t h a t .  E v e r y t h i n g ' w i l l  be r e g u l a t e d . '  
Then  w e  asked who t h e  leaders of t h i s  
c o u n c i l  would be and  Sjam s a i d  w e  would  
f i n d  o u t  l a t e r .  

B e c a u s e  i t  w a s  v e r y  l a t e  a n d  w e  b e g a n  c h a t t i n g  
among o u r s e l v e s ,  i t  was p l a n n e d  f o r  us t o  ,, 
meet a g a i n  three d a y s  l a t e r .  

W a h j u d i ,  Untung,  and  Su jono  h a v e  given t h e i r  own 
a c c o u n t s  of t h e  first m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  o n  6 Septem- 
ber,  w h i c h  a l l  t e n d  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  t r u t h  of 
L a t i e f ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  e v e n t .  Only  Wahjudi  f a i l s  
t o  n o t e  the p r e s e n c e  there of o n e  of t h e  other s i x  men 
( h e  forge ts  S u j o n o )  ; otherw' i se ,  there is c o m p l e t e  agree- 
men t  a s  t o  who  w a s  there.  Wahjudi ' l s  a c c o u n t  is t h e  most 
amus ing  of a l l  i n  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  of grea t  s u r p r i s e  when 
these men s u d d e n l y  a r r i v e d  a t ' h i s  home for a m e e t i n g  h e  
c l a ims  h e  knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i n  a d v a n c e :  

- -  

A t  t h e  t i m e  I d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  know t h a t  a 
m e e t i n g  w a s  t o  be h e l d ,  b u t  t h e n  C o l .  L a t i e f  
a r r i v e d  w i t h  t w o  men, and  t h e n  some other 
p e r s o n s  a r r i v e d ,  and  t h e n  t h e y  began  t o  d i s -  
c u s s  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  house .  Untung and  Major 
S i g i t ,  Co l .  L a t i e f  and  Sjam a n d  Pono were 
t h e r e .  I d i d  n o t  know who t h e y  were, b u t  
I o n l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  were c i v i l i a n s .  

As f a r  a s  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  my home was con-  
c e r n e d ,  I d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  i t  a m e e t i n g  
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was n o  leader ,  a n d  h e n c e  it 
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o n l y  s e e m e d  t o  be a k i n d  of ge t - toge the r .  
I t  was t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  by Sjam t h a t  t h e  meet- 
i n g  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  a c r i t i c a l  a n d  i m -  
p o r t a n t  t i m e  i n  v i e w  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was c o n f l i c t  among t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s a f e -  
g u a r d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  protect  S u k a r n o .  

B u t  i f  W a h j u d i ' s  protests  seem a b i t  d i s i n g e n u o u s , t h e y  
may n o t  be a l t o g e t h e r  m i s l e a d i n g .  For some r e a s o n  t h a t  
is n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  c l e a r ,  W a h j u d i  does seem t o  h a v e  d i s -  
a p p o i n t e d  Sjam a n d  P o n o  i n  t h e i r  p l a n s  f o r  h im t o  p l a y  
a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p .  After  t h e  first t w o  meet ings  
t h a t  w e r e  h e l d  a t  his home, h e  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  a n y  of t h e  
l a t e r  m e e t i n g s ;  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  m e e t i n g s  were h e l d  
e l s e w h e r e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u j o n o ,  Sjam b r o u g h t  u p  t h e  s u b -  
ject  of W a h j u d i  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  23 S e p t e m b e r  when h e  
i n f o r m e d  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  W a h j u d i  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  be corq ing  
t o  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  

We h e a r d  a d i s c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  L a t i e f  a n d  Sjam 
to t h e  effect  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  s i m p l y  do w i t h -  
o u t  C a p t a i n  W a h j u d i .  L a t e r  o n  I a s k e d  a b o u t  
C a p t .  W a h j u d i ,  a n d  L a t i e f  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  
f a i l e d  t o  show u p  a t  s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  a n d  so 
w e  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  c o u n t  o n  h i s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  
t h e  m e e t i n g s .  Sjam o f f e r e d  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  
t h a t  C a p t .  W a h j u d i  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  b e e n  
d e t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  of f a m i l y  a f f a i r s .  A f t e r  
t h a t ,  w e  d i d n ' t  a s k  a n y  more q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
i t .  

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  Major S i g i t  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  
h e  w o u l d  n o t  be a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  
a c t i o n .  H e  o n l y  s a i d  t h a t  ' c i r c u m s t a n c e s '  d i d  
n o t  permi t  h i s  t ak ing  p a r t .  

W a h j u d i  h a s  had only t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  h i s  w i t h -  
drawal from t h e  c o u p  g r o u p :  

One d a y  U n t u n g  a p p r o a c h e d  m e  a t  my home t o  
i n v i t e  m e  t o  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  I w a s  b u s y  
w i t h  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a n d  I 
n e v e r  a t t e n d e d  a m e e t i n g  a f t e r  t h a t .  

-. 
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. I t  may be t h a t  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  or  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of w o r k  made 
i t  d i f f i c u l t  o r  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  W a h j u d i  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  meet- 
i n g s  w i t h o u t  a r o u s i n g  s u s p i c i o n .  ( A t  l e a s t ,  o n  o n e  occa- 
s i o n ,  U n t u n g  was u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  a s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g  be- 

so t h e  m e e t i n g  was p o s t p o n e d . )  I t  is more l i k e l y ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t h a t  W a h j u d i  had  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  b e c o m i n g  i n v o l v e d  
i n  a n y  s u c h  p l o t  as Sjam a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  were c o n t e m p l a t i n g .  
H e  may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  as  c o n v i n c e d  a s  Untr lng a n d  L a t i e f  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r s  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  
i ts  p l a n s  f o r  a c o u p  a n d ,  t h u s ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a c o u n t e r c o u p  
o r ,  i f  h e  was, n o t  so w i l l i n g  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  r i s k s  of b e i n g  

- a p a r t  of i t .  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  h e  t o o k  n o  s t e p s  t o  
n o t i f y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  of t h e  p l o t t i n g  u n d e r  w a y ,  h o w e v e r .  
We j u s t  do n o t  know e n o u g h  about  W a h j u d i  or h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
v i e w s  t o  e x p l a i n  a l l  h i s  a c t i o n s ;  a n d  t h e  same is t r u e  f o r  
Major S i g i t ,  who a l s o  w i t h d r e w  from t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  before 
t h e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p  w a s  w e l l  u n d e r w a y .  B o t h , m e n  
were s u b o r d i n a t e s  of C o l .  L a t i e f  i n  t h e  F i r s t  I n f a n t r y  
B r i g a d e  a n d  b o t h  were members of t h e  same "PKI ce l l "  as 
L a t i e f ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  h a d  P o n o  a s  t h e i r  "manager"  
from t h e  PKI. O b v i o u s l y ,  Sjam a n d  P o n o  t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d  
be p e r s u a d e d  t o  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p  or t h e y  
w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s  a t  
t h e  first m e e t i n g  o n  6 September; b u t  i n  t h i s  case ,  *hey  
seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  w r o n g  i n  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  had  t h a t  much c o n -  
t r o l  o v e r  W a h j u d i  a n d  S i g i t .  

' c a u s e  h i s  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  Pa lace  Guard  k e p t  him e l s e w h e r e ,  

After  t h e  first m e e t i n g  on G i S e p t e m b e r ,  U n t u n g  seer- 
t o  h a v e  b e e n  t o t a l l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p  
was p l a n n i n g  a c o u p ,  t h o u g h  S j a m  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  h im n o  
f a c t u a l  proof of t h i s ;  h e  w a s  a l s o  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  Sakarno 5 
h e a l t h  was f a i l i n g .  A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  "it w a s  
o n  t h e  b a s i s  of these c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I s w i f t l y  or- 
g a n i z e d  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e f f ec t  
a n  o f f e n s i v e  t o  b l o c k  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  ... N a t u r a l l y  
I d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  my Commander." On 7 September 
h e  is known t o  h a v e  summoned o n e  of h i s  company commanders  
i n  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  R e g i m e n t - - L t .  
D u l  Arief, who was l a t e r  t o  be g i v e n  command of t h e  t r o o p s  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  g e n e r a l s - - t o  h i s  bedroom 
i n  t h e  Army b a r r a c k s ,  w h e r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  is 
p u r p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  place:  
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U n t u n g  : How many men,  who  c a n  be p u t  i n  
a c t i o n ,  h a v e  you?  

. .  

D u l  A r i e f :  A p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  o n e  company.  

U n t u n g  : Have y o u  u n d e r s t o o d  my q u e s t i o n ?  

D u l  Arief: Y e s ,  I h a v e .  I know s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h i s ,  as  I h a v e  a l r e a d y  been to ld  
by: my o r g a n i s e r .  - 

U n t i l  w e  had t h e  f u l l  p i c t u r e  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  opera- 
~ t i o n  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  t h a t  Sjam p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  h i s  

c a p t u r e ,  we c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  U n t u n g  a n d  D u l  Arief. Of t h e  9 men whom Sjam named 
a s  among those  whom W a l u j o  "managed" i n  t h e  A i r  Force a n d  
t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  Palace G u a r d ,  U n t u n g  a n d  D u l  A r i e f  were 
t w o  of t h e  three men he l i s t e d  from t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  Cjuard. 
I n  o t h e r  word?, t h e y  were members of t h e  s a m e  "cell", i n  
t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  Spec ia l  B u r e a u  u s e d  t h i s  word t o  refer 
to  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  who h a d  b e e n  r e c r u i t e d  from a 
p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y ;  a l l  t h e  members 
of a "cel l"  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  same "manager"  from t h e  PKI, 
i n  t h i s  case, W a l u j o .  If D u l  Arief r e f e r r e d  t o  Walujo a s  
''my o r g a n i z e r "  i n  t h e  a b o v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  U n t u n g  ( a s  
U n t u n g  c l a ims  h e  d i d ) ,  t h i s  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  
m u s t  h a v e  h a d  some k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  o t h e r  o n e ' s  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  t h e  PKI, e v e n  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  
h a d  t h e  same PKI "manager ."  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was s u p p o s e d  
t o  be no c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  members of a Special  B u r e a u  
"cell" w i t h i n  a c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  u n i t ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
c o n c e r n e d  may a t  l e a s t  h a v e  h a d  some idea  who t h e  o t h e r  
PKI c o n t a c t s  were. O r  it may be t h a t  W a l u j o  h a d  g o t t e n  
i n  t o u c h  w i t h  D u l  Arief s h o r t l y  before 7 S e p t e m b e r ,  a s  h e  
had  w i t h  U n t u n g  o n  4 September, a n d  t h a t  h e  had t o l d  D u l  
A r i e f  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  s o o n  be c o n t a c t e d  b y  U n t u n g  o n  a mat- 
t e r  of u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  o n  w h i c h  D u l  Arief s h o u l d  cooper- 
a t e  f u l l y  w i t h  U n t u n g .  D u l  A r i e f ' s  a n s w e r  t o  U n t u n g ' s  
q u e s t i o n ,  a b o v e ,  t h a t  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  e x a c t l y  w h a t  U n t u n g  
m e a n t  b e c a u s e  ''I h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t o l d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h i s  b y  my organizer" s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  W a l u j o  h a d  
r e c e n t l y  c o n t a c t e d  him for t h i s  purpose. Since i t  is c l ea r  
t h a t  Sjam and P o n o  a n d  Walujo were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b r i n g a n g  
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t o g e t h e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  w h o  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
h i g h e s t  l e v e l  of m i l i t a r y  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  b e g i n n i n g  
w i t h  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  6 S e p t e m b e r ,  i t  is p e r f e c t l y  r e a s o n -  
a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e y  s e t  u p  m o s t ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  of t h e  
c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  men u n d e r  
t h e m  who would p l a y  a s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p .  If 
o n e  compares a l ist  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  c o u p  w i t h  t h e  list of PKI c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w h o  
were b e i n g  "managed" b y  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u , '  t h e  S i m i l a r i t y  
is s t r i k i n g .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  w a s  b e h i n d  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p ;  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  were "assets" of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  whom t h e  PKI had b e e n  " c u l t i v a t i n g "  f o r  y e a r s  
f o r  j u s t  s u c h  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n .  

T h e  S e c o n d  M e e t i n g :  Sjam T a k e s  C h a r g e  
1. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  t h a t  was h e l d  o n  6 
S e p t e m b e r  was a p r o t o t y p e  of those t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  month .  T h e  same f i v e  p e o p l e - - S j a m ,  P o n o ,  U n t u n g ,  
L a t i e f ,  a n d  S u j o n o - - w e r e  a lmost  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t ;  S jam p r e -  
s i d e d  a t  e v e r y  m e e t i n g  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  i n  charge.  He p r o -  
n o u n c e d  t h e  p a r t y ' s ' p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  
ma t t e r  a n d  h a n d e d  down its d e c i s i o n s  a s  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  
o f f i ce r s ,  b r u s q u e l y  o v e r r i d i n g  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  o b j e c t i o n s .  
A s  t h e  month  p a s s e d  a n d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  more , 
o n  m i l i t a r y  p l a n n i n g ,  h e  r e t r e a t e d  s o m e w h a t  from t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  s t a g e  i n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  t o  make more 
of t h e  p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  d e c i s i o n s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
f i n a l  moment ,  when t h e  s h o o t i n g  w a s  a b o u t  t o  b e g i n ,  when 
h e  w o u l d  w i t h d r a w  a l t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e  s i d e l i n e s  a n d  l e a v e  
them t o  f a c e  t h e  s h o c k  of t h e  d a y .  I n  t h e  l a s t  d a y s ,  t h e  
m e e t i n g s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  to L u b a n g  B u a j a  a n d  C o l .  L a t i e f  
w a s  i n  c o n t r o l  fa- a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  a s  i t  became a 
mat te r  of a s s e m b l i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  troops i n t o  u n i t s ,  c h e c k -  
i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  e tc .  

Af te r  t h e  f irst  m e e t i n g  o n  6 September, a s e c o n d  meet- 
. i n g  was h e l d  i n  C a p t .  W a h j u d i ' s  home o n  9 September. , A g a i n ,  
._ i't was h e l d  l a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n t n g - *  a r o u n d '  2 2 0 b * ' h o u r s - - a n d  w a s  

a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  same s e v e n  p e o p l e  who were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  

-117- 



first m e e t i n g .  A s  L a t i e f  remembered i t ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  
w a n t e d  t o  know e x a c t l y  who w o u l d  be o n  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  b u t  
Sjam b r u s h e d  a s i d e  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  
r e p l y :  "You c o m r a d e s  n e e d  n o t  get  e x c i t e d ;  e v e r y  t h i n g  
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  ta . . en  c a r e  o f ,  so w e  c a n  a l l  be q u i e t  
now." L a t i e f ' s  a n s w e r  t o  a n  i n t e r r o g a t o r ' s  q u e s t i o n  
a b o u t  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward Sjam's  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  way of 
h a n d l i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  is of i n t e r e s t :  

Q u e s t i o n :  Why d i d  you a n d  y o u r  c o m r a d e s  i n  
t h a t  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  n o t  show a n y  r e a c t i o n  i n  
h e a r i n g  S j a m  s a y  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  w o u l d  be 
t a k e n  c a r e  o f ,  a s  t h o u g h  h i s  w o r d s  were un- 
c h a n g e a b l e ?  Who d i d  you  t h i n k  -was d e c i d i n g  

, t h i n g s  as s t a t e d  by Sjam? Were t h e y  dec ided  
b y  A i d i t  h i m s e l f  t h r o u g h  Sjam o r  b y  S j a m  h i m -  
s e l f ?  I 

L a t i e f :  Sjam was n o t  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h i s  meet- 
i n g  on  h i s  own a u t h o r i t y  b u t  i n  b e h a l f  of 
h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  S j a m  was a 
d e l e g a t e  from t h e  PKI C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  (CC/PKI).  
A l t h o u g h  Sjam d i d  n o t  s a y  who i s s u e d  t h e s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  h i m ,  I ,  as a s y m p a t h i z e r  of 
t h e  PKI, am c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  o n e  who r e g u l a t e d  
t h e  w o r d s  of Sjam was c o m r a d e  A i d i t . *  

*Whether  or n o t  Sjam r e f e r r e d  t o  A i d i t  by name o r  o t h e r -  
w i s e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  got  h i s  orders from A i d i t  is a p o i n t  
o n  w h i c h  t h e r e  seems t o  be some d i s a g r e e m e n t  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  of L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  a n d  Untung.  L a t i e f  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Sjam n e v e r  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  o r d e r s  
c o m i n g  from A i d i t  t h o u g h  h e  ( L a t i e f )  w a s  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  
d i d .  S u j o n o  remembered o n e  time when S j a m  r e f e r r e d  t o  
" t h e  C h a i r m a n ; "  i t  w a s  t h e n  t h a t  S u j o n o  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
Sjam r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  PKI ( a t  f i rs t ,  h e  t h o u g h t  h e  was a 
member of t h e  m i l i t a r y ) .  A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  U n t u n g  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  S j a m  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a f r i e n d  of A i d i t  a n d .  o n  
a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  a m e s s e n g e r  from A i d i t .  U n t u n g  w a s  n o t  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  119) 
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Q u e s t i o n :  ( A l t h o u g h  you b e l i e v e d  t h a t  A i d i t  
was t h e  o n e  m a k i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n s ) ,  d i d  you h e s i -  
t a t e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  of t h e  R e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l ?  

L a t i e f :  I n d e e d  so .  I h e s i t a t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
s e t t i n g  u p  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  b e c a u s e  
each  time I a s k e d  Sjam a b o u t  t h i s  I n e v e r  go t  
a d e f i n i t e  a n s w e r  a s  t h o u g h  t h i s  t h i n g  were 
t o p  s ec re t .  

Q u e s t i o n :  If t h C s  is so, from t h e  f irst  a n d  
s e c o n d  m e e t i n g s  you  c o u l d  t e l l  t h a t  t h i s  was 
a v e r y  g r a v e  p l a n  a n d  you  were h e s i t a n t  on 
e v e r y  mat te r  p u t  before you. '  Why d i d  you  n o t  

1, 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 118) 
n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  t o  q u o t e  Sjam'S p r e c i s e  w o r d s ,  how- 
e v e r ;  h e  was s i m p l y  a n s w e r i n g  a q u e s t i o n  a s  to  w h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  S j a m  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  s p o k e  f o r  A i d i t .  Sjam h i m s e l f  
m i g h t  h a v e  r e f e r r e d  t o  A i d i t  a s  " t h e  C h a i r m a n " ,  

S u h a r t o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Sjam w a s  e x p l i c i t  i n  t e l l i n g  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  p l a n n i n g  fo r  t h e  c o u p  w a s  
b e i n g  d o n e  b y  A i d i t :  

I n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p ,  G e n e r a l  

A t  e v e r y  m e e t i n g  U n t u n g  a n d  h i s  c o m r a d e s  a l w 2 y s  
i n q u i r e d  from Sjam w h e t h e r  t h e  e n t i r e  p l a n  f o r  
t h e  c o u p  was known a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  A i d i t .  Sjam 
r e p l i e d :  ' E v e r y  p l a n  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u p  
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a p p r o v e d ;  m o r e o v e r  A i d i t  a l -  
w a y s  i n q u i r e s  a b o u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of e a c h  i n d i -  
v i d u a l  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  ' 

S u h a r t o  was m a k i n g  e x p l i c i t  w h a t  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t r u e - - t h a t  
Sjam d i d  report  t o  A i d i t  on t h e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  d i d  r e c e i v e  
h i s  o r d e r s  d i r e c t l y  from A i d i t .  B u t  it is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  
Sjam made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him b y  S u h a r t o ;  h e  
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  more discreet  t h a n  t h a t ;  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  n o n e  
of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  ( t h a t  w e  h a v e  s e e n )  m e n t i o n  
a n y  s u c h  s t a t e m e n t .  
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w i t h d r a w  from t h i s  p l a n ?  Was there  n o  d e s i r e  
o n  y o u r  p a r t  to d e s t r o y  t h i s  p l a n  b y  r e p o r t -  
i n g  i t  t o  t h e  Commander i n  C h i e f  of KODAM V? 

L a t i e f :  For t h e  s a k e  of t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f . t h e  
PKI t o  w h i c h  I am s y m p a t h e t i c ,  I d i d  n o t  repor t  
t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  Commander i n  C h i e f .  

The i n t e r r o g a t o r  a s k e d  U n t u n g  a s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  h i s  
u n c r i t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f .  e v e r y t h i n g  Sjam s a i d :  

Q u e s t i o n :  You a c t  a s  t h o u g h  a l l  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
were i s s u e d  by Sjam a n d  were s w a l l o w e d  w i t h o u t  
a n y  r e a c t i o n  o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  a s  t o  why t h e y  w e r e  
s o ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h a t  S j a m  i s s u e d  w a s  
n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  y o u r  t h i n k i n g - .  Why w a s  t h i s ?  

U n t u n g :  I c a n  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  a s  fo l lows:  I n  I 
f a c t  w e  a s  m i l i t a r y  members ,  b o t h  I m y s e l f ,  C o l .  
L a t i e f  a n d  Maj. S u j o n o ,  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h a t  meet- 
i n g ,  h a d  p l a c e d  o u r  complete c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
S j a m  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a r t y  w i t h  
w h i c h  w e  were t i e d  i n  c l o s e l y  i n  i d e o l o g y ,  
n a m e l y ,  t h e  1 n d o n e s i . a n  Communist  P a r t y .  

T h e  T h i r d  M e e t i n g :  T h e  Q u e s t i o n  of T r o o p s  a n d  t h e  Role 
of S u k a r n o  

Af te r  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  9 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  t h i r d  meet- 
i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  was h e l d  o n  13 S e p t e m b e r  a t  2130 hours 
a t  Col. L a t i e f s  home. L a t i e f  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
m e e t i n g  p l a c e ,  a s  follows: 

A t  f i rst ,  i t  was p r o p o s e d  t o  h o l d  t h i s  meet- 
i n g  a t  C a p t .  W a h j u d i ' s  h o u s e  a g a i n ,  b u t  be- 
c a u s e  t h e r e  had been s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  there ,  
i t  was r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  be 
h e l d  i n  my h o u s e ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  f a c t  t h i s  w a s  
n o t  too t a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  I u s u a l l y  h a v e  many 
g u e s t s  a n d  I h a v e  a l a r g e  f a m i l y .  B u t  Sjam 
i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  it be h e l d  a t  my h o u s e .  .. 
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T h e  major t op ic  of d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  t h i r d  m e e t i n g  w a s  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of t r o o p s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  e a c h  man,  i n  t u r n ,  g a v e  
h i s  es t imate  of t h e  number of men from h i s  respec t ive  u n i t  
t h a t  h e  c o u l d  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c o u p .  S u j o n o ' s  p l e d g e  
of a t r a i n e d  force of some 3-4,000 p e o p l e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
n o t e w o r t h y .  H e  w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  3-4,000 Communist  v o l u n -  
t e e r s - - y o u n g  men a n d  women from t h e  Communist  y o u t h  a n d  
women's  o r g a n i z a t i o n s - - w h o  h a d  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  a s h o r t  
c o u r s e  of a w e e k ' s  d u r a t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  .at L u b a n g  
B u a j a  c o n d u c t e d  i n  g r e a t  s e c r e c y  by S u j o n o  h i m s e l f .  [We 
w i l l  h a v e  more t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  force a n d  t h e  
secret  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  l a t e r .  j A f t e r  S u j o n o ,  

- L a t i e f  a n d  U n t u n g  gave t h e i r  e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  number of 
troops a v a i l a b l e  from t h e i r  u n i t s .  T h e r e u p o n ,  a h e a t e d  
e x c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  Sjam a n d  M a j o r  S i g i t  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
t a k e n  place as  t o  w h e t h e r  or not a force of t h i s  s i z e  was 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s t a r t  a movement.* T h e  i n c i d e n t  was a n o t h e r  
g o o d  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of Sjam's a b s o l u t e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  \ to  
t o l e r a t e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  or  d o u b t .  H e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
become v e r y  a n g r y  a n d  t o  h a v e  e n d e d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  t h e  
r e t o r t :  "Bung, w e  a l s o  a re  m i l i t a r y  p e o p l e  a n d  w e  c a n  
dec ide  m i l i t a r y  mat te rs . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a t i e f ,  " t h e  meet- 
i n g  t h e n  s k i p p e d  t o  o t h e r  matters t o  calm e v e r y o n e  down." 
A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  c r u c i a l  matter of t h e  ro le  of S u k a r n o  
i n  t h e  coup was ra ised fo r  t h e  first t i m e ,  i n  a q u e s t ' i o n  
b y  o n e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers .  Sjam r e p o r t e d l y  r e p l i e d  
t h a t  " t h e  g rea t  l e a d e r  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  h i s  own r o l e  
a l so .  T h e  Bung w i l l  l a t e r  o n  o b t a i n  a s e p a r a t e  s e t t l e m e n t . "  

* T h i s  i n c i d e n t  u n d e r s c o r e s  some of t h e  d o u b t s  t h a t  Major 
S i g i t  a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s .  We know of 
a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  too,  when h e  e x p r e s s e d  d o u b t s  a b o u t  cer- 
t a i n  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  
m e e t i n g  of t h e  g r o u p  o n  9 September, h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
a p p r o a c h e d  C o l .  L a t i e f  a t  t h e  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t -  
e r s  a n d  t o  h a v e  a s k e d  L a t i e f  w h a t  he  ttDught a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  
i d e a  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i dea  
of m a k i n g  U n t u n g  t h e  c h a i r m a n .  He a s k e d  L a t i e f :  "DO you 

.. t h i n k  h e  is w i l l i n g  a n d  capable  of l e a d i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  C o u n c i l  a n d  f a c i n g  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t i e s  a n d  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s ?  D o  you know why h e  was s e l e c t e d  t o  be c h a i r m a n ? "  
L a t i e f  s a i d  t h a t  h e  had  b r o u g h t  up t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  S j a m  
b u t  h a d  n e v e r  o b t a i n e d  a n  a n s w e r .  

- 
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L a t i e f  s a y s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  c o n c l u d e d  from t h a t  
" t h a t  n o  ma t t e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  m u s t  p l a y  a 
ro l e .  W i t h  t h i s  v i e w ,  w h i c h  w e  a l l  h a d ,  Sjam was s i l e n t  
a n d  g a v e  n o  r e a c t i o n  a t  a l l  a n d  o w i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  
was v e r y  l a t e ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was c l o s e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t , "  

T h e  F o u r t h  M e e t i n g :  T h e  Q u e s t i o n  of t h e  G e n e r a l s  a n d  
t h e  C h o i c e  of a L e a d e r  

Sjam a n d  P o n o  h a d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  
De h e l d  a t  L a t i e f ' s  home a g a i n ,  a n d  so s i x  d a y s  l a t e r ,  o n  

- 19 S e p t e m b e r ,  U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  Sujono, S j a m ,  a n d  P o n o  m e t  
t h e r e  a t  1700 h o u r s  f o r  t h e i r  f o u r t h  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r .  
The g r o u p  w a s  now down t o  f i v e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  
of Major S i g i t  a n d  C a p t .  W a b j u d i  from t h e  g r o u p ;  from now 
o n ,  t h e s e  f i v e  men w o u l d  meet t o g e t h e r  e v e r y  o t h e r  d a y  
u n t i l  j u s t  before t h e  c o u p ,  when t h e y  w o u l d  b r i n g  o t h e r  
p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h e  l a s t  moment t o  br ief  
t h e m  on  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u p .  I n  t h e  
i n t e r v a l  of s i x  d a y s  before t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  a n d  t h i s  o n e  
o n  t h e  1 9 t h ,  U n t u n g  h a d  b e e n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  Maj. S u k i r n o ,  
t h e  Commander of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  
D i v i s i o n ,  s t a t i o n e d  i n  S,emarang. A p p a r e n t l y ,  U n t u n g  h a d  
g o n e  t o  C e n t r a l  Java  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  of m e e t i n g  
S u k i r n o ;  t h e  t w o  men h a d  m e t  i n  U n t u n g ' s  home i n  T j i d u r i a n  
on t h e  m o r n i n g  of 15 S e p t e m b e r .  U n t u n g  m u s t  h a v e  e x p l a i n e d  
s o m e h i n g  of h i s  p l a n s  t o  S u k i r n o ,  f o r  h e  o b t a i n e d  S u k i r n o ' s  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  u s e  t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  be i n  D j a k a r t a  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  of t h e  m o n t h  
f o r  t h e  Armed Forces Day p a r a d e  o n  5 October.  Maj. S u k i r n o  
i n f o r m e d  U n t u n g  t h a t  t h e  5 3 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  E a s t  J a v a  
D i v i s i o n  w a s  a l s o  s c h e d u l e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  p a r a d e  a n d  
p r e s u m a b l y  w o u l d  be a r r i v i n g  i n  D j a k a r t a  a b o u t  t h e  same 
t i m e  a s  t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  a r o u n d  t h e  2 5 t h  or  2 6 t h  of 
September. U n t u n g  r e p o r t e d  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  S u k i r n o  
t o  Sjam a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  a t  L a t i e f ' s  home o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 
t h e  1 9 t h .  H e . a l s o  i n f o r m e d  t h e  g r o u p  of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
t h a t  L t .  D u l  A r i e f  of t h e  Tjakrabi rawa was m a k i n g ' t o  h a v e  
t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  r e a d y  f o r  t h e i r  k i d n a p p i n g  
a s s i g n m e n t s .  T h i s  l e d  i n t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  t a rge t  of 

,.these r a i d s ;  n a m e l y ,  t h e  spec i f i c  g e n e r a l s  o n  t h e  list t o  
be k i d n a p p e d .  
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A s  Untung e x p l a i n e d  i t ,  Sjam made t h e  i n i t i a l  s u g -  
g e s t i o n  of e a c h  name and  t h e n  t h e r e  was  a g e n e r a l  d i s c u s -  
s i o n  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  g e n e r a l ;  i n  e v e r y  case,  t h e  g r o u p  
agreed w i t h  Sjam on t h e  s e v e n  names h e  p r o p o s e d .  

Un t u n g  : A s  t o  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  of t h e  names of 
t h e  g e n e r a l s  w h o  had to be ' s e c u r e d , '  
t h i s  was d o n e  j o i n t l y  b u t  p r e c e d e d  
by a p r o p o s a l  of Sjam. For i n s t a n c e ,  
a s  t o  Gen. N a s u t i o n ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
w e  were a l l  of t h e  same i d e a .  Bu t  
t h e  proposal  came from Sjam. The  
same for Gen. Y a n i ,  Parman,  H a r j o n o ,  
S u t o j o ,  P a n d j a i t a n ,  a n d  S u p r a p t o .  
A 1  toget h e r ,  t h e r e  were s e v e n  people 
i n c l u d e d .  

Q u e s t i o n :  What was  t h e  o p i n i o n  of t h e  p l a n q e r s  
of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement as t o  
o t h e r  generals  i n  t h e  Army, A i r  Force, 
Navy, a n d  Police Force? 

Unt ung  : I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  e v e r y t h i n g  was b a s e d  
o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t n a L  t h e  s e v e n  
g e n e r a l s  b e l o n g e d  t o  the C o u n c i l  ofr 
G e n e r a l s  who were t o  s t age  a c o u p .  
A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  19 S e p t e m b e r  S jam 
s a i d  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a s t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  he  h a d ,  Gen. Yan i  had  
u r g e d  Gen. N a s u t i o n  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  
r ea l i ze  t h e  c 'oup, b u t  Gen. N a s u t i o n  
c o u l d  n o t  a p p r o v e  of t h i s  a c t i o n .  
H e  s a i d  t h a t  Gen. Yan i  was  a l r e a d y  
making  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  * T h u s ,  b a s e d  

*Untung e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  Sjam s a i d  t h a t  "Gen. Y a n i  had made 
r e a d y . t w o  S a r a c e n  a r m o r e d , c a r s  on D j a l a n  Daksa  a s  p a r t  
of h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a coup."  After a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

escape s h o u l d  s o m e t h i n g  happen .  '' 

. i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  t w o  S a r a c e n s  were made r e a d y  by 
._ Gen. Y a n i ,  Gen. M u s k i t a ,  and  Gen. G i n t i n g  " i n  o r d e r  t o  
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o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  S j a m  h a d ,  i t  
was c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i m -  
m e d i a t e l y  ' s e c u r e '  t h e  g e n e r a l s .  

U n t u n g ' s  t e s t i m o n y  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  made ear l ie r  
o n  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  r a i d s  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  g e n e r a l s '  
homes o n  1 O c t o b e r  t h a t  G e n e r a l  S u h a r t o  w a s  n o t  a t a r g e t  
of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement.  C o n t r a r y  t o  w i d e s p r e a d  
b e l i e f ,  he d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  c a p t u r e  i n  some n e a r - m i r a c u l o u s  
way a s  N a s u t i o n  d i d ;  n o  e f f o r t  was e v e r  made t o  ge t  him.  
T h e  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  i n  U n t u n g ' s  t e s t i m o n y  is h i s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of S jam's  way of o b t a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t  from t h e  

- m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  o n  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  t h a t  he  o b v i o u s l y  h a d  
a l r e a d y  d e c i d e d - - s u c h  a s  p r e c i s e l y  w h i c h  g e n e r a l s  w o u l d  
be e l  i m i n a  t ed  . 

I t  is of i n t e r e s t  t o  look i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  of j u s t  
w h a t  S j a m  and  t h e  o t h e r s  i n t e n d e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a  
g e n e r a l s - - w h e t h e r  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  to  
k i l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s  o r  t o  a r r e s t  t h e m  ( o n  charges  of p l o t -  
t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t )  a n d  h o l d  them i n c o m m u n i c a d o  
u n t i l  t h e  coup w a s  a f a i t  a c c o m p l i , .  or w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  
n o  c l ea r  i d e a  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  do w i t h  them s i n c e  i t  de- 
g e n d e d  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e y  were c a p t u r e d  d e a d  or a l i v e . *  A t  
h i s  t r i a l ,  S jam i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  t h e  p l a n  of t h e  
PKI t o  k i l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s .  When a s k e d  why i t  was t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l s  were k i l l e d ,  h e  r e s p o n d e d :  " W e  s i m p l y  l o s t  o u r  
s e n s e s .  '' 

Untung h a s  s a i d  t h a t  Sjam a l w a y s  u s e d  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
w o r d  "mengamankan"--which m e a n s  "to s e c u r e  or r e n d e r  harm- 
l e s s " - - i n  s p e a k i n g  of t h e  a c t i o n  t o  be t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

* J u s t  w h a t  t h e  PKI i n t e n d e d  a n d  w h a t  S u k a r n o  may h a v e  - 
i n t e n d e d  t o  be d o n e  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l s  are t w o  d i f f e r e n t  
q u e s t i o n s .  T h e r e  is a g o o d  d e a l  more a m b i g u i t y  about 
w h a t  S u k a r n o  i n t e n d e d  a n d  w h a t  h e  may h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h e  
PKI i n t e n d e d  t h a n  t h e r e  is a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  PKI i n t e n d e d  
i t s e l f .  S u k a r n o ' s  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  is d i s c u s s e d  
' l a t e r  i n  t h e  p a p e r .  
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g e n e r a l s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  n e v e r  s p e l l e d  out e x a c t l y  what  
h e  m e a n t  by t h i s  a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  n e v e r  q u e s -  
t i o n e d  him c l o s e l y .  They  m u s t  h a v e  f e l t  r e a s o n a b l y  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e y  knew w h a t  h e  m e a n t ,  a n d  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  

' t h e y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  meant t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  
w o u l d  be k i l l e d . *  D u r i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  n o n e  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  claimed t h a t  
t h e y  were s h o c k e d  or  e v e n  s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  m u r d e r  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s ,  a l t h o u g h  S u j o n o ,  i n  t h e  process of d i s c l a i m i n g  
a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  k i l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  
does make i t  look as t h o u g h  h e  w a s  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  w h a t  
was t o  be d o n e  w i t h  t h e m .  Af t e r  L t .  D u l  Ar ie f  t u r n e d  t h e  

- g e n e r a l s  o v e r  t o  A i r  Force Major G a t o t  S u k r i s n o  a t  L u b a n g  
B u a j a ,  S u k r i s n o  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  S u j o n o ;  S u j o n o  
c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  s e n t  a cou r i e r  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command, 
w h i c h  was still  a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  
to r e q u e s t  orders ,  w h i c h  h e  i n s i s t e d  be i n  w r i t i n g .  T h e  
o r d e r  came b a c k ,  s i g n e d  b y  L a t i e f ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  who 
were s t i l l  a l i v e  s h o u l d  be " d i s p o s e d  of" i m m e d i a t e l y .  ** 

n o t  h a v e  s t a n d i n g  o rde r s  t o  k i l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s  a s  soon a s  
t h e y  were b r o u g h t  t o  Lubang B u a j a ;  b u t  t h i s  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  
h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  e v e n  i f  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  had  p l a n n e d  
t o  k i l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  On s u c h  a n a  

If S u j o n o ' s  s t o r y  is t r u e ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e  d i d  

. .. _..... ....: 

* D u r i n g  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  L a t i e f  w a s  a s k e d  i f  h e  ap- 
p r o v e d  t h e  m u r d e r / k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  g e n e r a l s .  H e  a n s w e r -  
e d :  " W e  a p p r o v e d  of t h e  m u r d e r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  b e c a u s e  
w e  were f o r c e d  t o  d o  so b y  t h e  PKI." 

**It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  L a t i e f  d i d  n o t  u s e  t h e  
word " k i l l "  or s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  i t - - l i k e  "shoot" or " e x e c u t e " - -  
b u t  i n s t e a d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  s h o u l d  be " d i s p c s e d  of." 
I t  w a s  r e a l l y  n o  more d i r e c t  a way of s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  g e n -  
e r a l s  s h o u l d  be k i l l e d  t h a n  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  s h o u l d  
be " r e n d e r e d  h a r m l e s s "  a s  S j a m  h a d  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  a c t i o n  
t o  be  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  Y e t ,  S u j o n o  was o b v i o u s l y  
i n  n o  d o u b t  w h a t  " t o  d i s p o s e  of" m e a n t .  
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i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r ,  S u j o n o  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u c t e d  
t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command when t h e  v a r i o u s  r a i d i n g  
p a r t i e s  a r r i v e d  b a c k  a t  Lubang B u a j a  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l s ;  
the f i n a l  o r d e r  t o  k i l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w o u l d  n o t  be g i v e n  
u n t i l  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command knew f o r  s u r e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s  had  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  a n d  w h e t h e r  d e a d  o r  
a l i v e .  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  j u s t  w h a t  S j a m  
a n d  t h e  o thers  w o u l d  h a v e  ordered S u j o n o  t o  do w i t h  t h e  
g e n e r a l s  h a d  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  a t  t h a t  moment t h a t  N a s u t i o n  
had  n o t  b e e n  c a p t u r e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e y  
were committed to k i l l i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l s  w h o  were still  
a l i v e ,  s i n c e  t h r e e  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  k i l l e d  
r e s i s t i n g  c a p t u r e .  No matter w h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  w i t h  
respect t o  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  t h e y  o b v i o u s l y  h a d  t o  be pre- 
p a r e d  f o r  t h e  e v e n t u a l i t y  t h a t  some of - t h e  g e n e r a l s  w o u l d  
be k i l l e d  i n  t h e  process of c a p t u r i n g  them.  As m e n t i o n e d  
e a r l i e r ,  t h e  o r d e r  t o  t h e  o f f icers  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  k i d -  
n a p p i n g  m i s s i o n s  had b e e n  to b r i n g  b a c k  t h e  g e n e r a l s  "dead 
or a l i v e . "  Gatot S u k r i s n o ,  t h e  commander of t h e  v o l u n t e e r  
forces a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  t e s t i f i e d  a t  U n t u n g ' s  t r i a l  t h a t  
L a t i e f  t o l d  him a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o f f icers  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
r a i d  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes t h a t  "it w a s  a d v i s a b l e  t h a t  
t h e  g e n e r a l s  n o t  be s h o t  i n  t h e i r  homes b u t  r a t h e r  g o t t e n  
r i d  of a t  some o t h e r  place." 

T h e  o t h e r  m a i n  t o p i c - - b e s i d e s  t h e  g e n e r a l s  who 
were t o  be e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  c o u p - - t h a t  was d i s c u s s e d  
a t  t h e  secret  m e e t i n g  of 19 S e p t e m b e r  was t h e  c h o i c e  of 
a l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement ,  w h i c h  w a s  s t i l l  
unnamed a t  t h i s  p o i n t  ( a s  w e  s h a l l  see l a t e r ,  Sjam g a v e  
t h e  movement its o f f i c i a l  name of ' t h e  30 September Move- 
m e n t '  a t  a l a t e r  m e e t i n g  of t h e  group on  29 S e p t e m b e r ) .  
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  for a l e a d e r  
when t h e  movement a n n o u n c e d  i t s e l f  l a t e r  o n ,  Sjam 
b r o k e  t h e  news  t h a t  U n t u n g  w o u l d  be t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  
o v e r - a l l  movement." A p p a r e n t l y ,  n o  o n e  w a s  more s u r -  
p r i s e d  t h a n  U n t u n g .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  q u e s -  
t i o n e d  Sjam as t o  why h e  had b e e n  selected. Sjam re- 
p l i e d :  " b e c a u s e  y o u  a re  n o t  known h e r e  a n d  a r e  r e l a -  
t i v e l y  new a n d  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  b o d y g u a r d  
of t h e  P r e s i d e n t . "  A p p a r e n t l y ,  b o t h  S u j o n o  a n d  L a t i e f - - a s  
w e l l  a s  Untung--had r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  L a t e r ,  

4 
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U n t u n g  a n d  S u j o n o  are  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  Sjam to- 
g e t h e r  t o  a s k  i f  it w o u l d  be be t te r  if ''a h i g h e r  r a n k i n g  
o f f i ce r  a n d  a more a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c e r  be s e l e c t e d  t o  h e a d  
t h i s  movement ."  Sjam c l o s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t - - a s  h e  w a s  wont  
t o  close a l l  mat te rs  of c o n t r o v e r s y - - w i t h  t h e  f i r m  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  " i t  is bet ter  i f  U n t u n g  h e a d s  t h e  m o v w e n t  for  t h e  
r e a s o n s  I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d . " *  

A t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  
a s k e d  Sjam a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  H e  
r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be n o  a n x i e t y  o n  t h a t  score: 

What is of p r i m a r y  i m p o r t a n c e  is w h e t h e r  
t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  a r e  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t .  S h o u l d  t h e y  s u c -  
c e e d ,  t h e n  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a n d  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  p a r t i e s  w i l l  
s u p p o r t  us, t h a t  is t h e  P K I  a n d  a l l  its pol+-  
t i c a l  a n d  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  s y m p a t h i z e r ' s ,  
t h e  PNI a n d  i ts  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  a n d  s y m p a t h i z e r s  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  w h i c h  
p r e s e n t l y  j o i n  u s  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a l l  f i e l d s .  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  D j a k a r t a :  

T h e  R e g i o n s  h a v e  made p r e p a r a t i o n s  e a r l i e r  
t h a n  w e  a n d  t h e  R e g i o n s  are  melely w a i t i n g  

/ 

*The f a c t  t h a t  U n t u n g  was a b a t t a l i o n  commander  i n  t h e  
T j a k r a b i r a w a  Palace Guard  w a s  d o u b t l e s s l y  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  P K I ' s  s e l e c t i o n  of him a s  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  30 
September Movement. I t  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  be a s s u m e d  t h a t  
a n y  a c t i o n  h e  w o u l d  t a k e  would  be i n  d e f e n s e  of t h e  Presi-  
d e n t ;  t h u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w a s  l e a d i n g  t h e  30 September 
Movement w o u l d  be t a k e n  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
t h e  c o u p  was p r o - S u k a r n o .  T h i s  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  t h e  m a i n  
r e a s o n  why t h e  PKI chose U n t u n g  as  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  c o u p ,  
h o w e v e r ;  a much more impor tan t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w a s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  U n t u n g  c o u l d  be t r u s t e d  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  fol low PKI orders.  

. Sjam w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  a d m i t t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  
off icers  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  of c o u r s e .  
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f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  of o u r  movement i n  D j a k a r t a .  
T h e  a reas  a l r e a d y  prepared a re  Bandung,  
C e n t r a l  and  E a s t  J a v a .  

Sjam's  comments o n  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  
f o r  t h e  c o u p  are  of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  PKI was mak ing  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  
i n  a d v a n c e  of t h e  coup .  W i t h  t h e  p r e m a t u r e  co l lapse  of 
t h e  c o u p ,  n o t h i n g  of t h i s  s o r t  e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d ;  t h e  l ack  
of a n y  o b s e r v a b l e  r e s p o n s e  from t h e  PKI (except  its e d i -  
t o r i a l  i n  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 2 October) t o  

- e v e n t s  i n  D j a k a r t a  on 1 October was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m y s t i f y -  
i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e .  If t h e  PKI had  e n g i n e e r e d  t h e  c o u p  o r  
was i n  a n y  way i n v o l v e d  i n  i t  or  merely s y m p a t h e t i c  to. i t ,  
why had i t  f a i l e d  t o  mount  a n  a l l - o u t  p r o p a g a n d a  campaig,o 
i n  s u p p o r t  of it? C e r t a i n l y ,  i t  was n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s .  
u n a b l e  t o  do so. In c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t i e s ,  the. 
PKI w a s  u n i q u e  i n  i ts a b i l i t y  t o  mobil ize  p u b l i c  o p i n ~ i o p  
i n  I n d o n e s i a ;  w i t h i n  a matter of h o u r s ,  i t  c o u l d  mount  a 
p r o p a g a n d a  campaign  i n  s u p p o r t  of a n y  p o l i c y ,  complete 
w i t h  m a s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  of s u p p o r t  i n v o l v i n g  t h o u s a n d s  
of people,  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  of s u p p o r t  from l e a d e r s  i n  
a l l  f i e l d s ,  and  a l l  k i n d s  of e d i t o r i a l  comment i n  t h e  
P K I - c o n t r o l l e d  mass media.  The  a b s e n c e  of a l l  t h e s e  normal, 
s i g n s  of P K I  s u p p o r t  for t h e  coup prompted  some observets 
t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  PKI o b v i o u s l y  w a s  n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o u p ;  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to 
r i s k  a n  a c t i o n  l i k e  t h e  30 Sep tember  Movement w i t h  i ts 
f a i l u r e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a n  a l l - o u t  p u s h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  
m i s s i n g  e l e m e n t  w a s  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  f i e l d .  We 
now know, of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  PKI d i d  n o t  
s t a g e  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  s h o w  of p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o u p  
w a s  n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  was n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup or some- 
how c a u g h t  o f f - g u a r d  by t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  c o u p  or  n o t  
s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  i t - - i n d e e d  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  was t r u e .  A t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  had been  v e r y  much i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p  and  y e t  had f a i l e d  t o  follow 
t h r o u g h  w i t h  a p r o p a g a n d a  o f f e n s i v e  was n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  had 
n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  i n  its o v e r - a l l  p l a n n i n g  for the c o u p .  
The f a c t  of t h e  mat ter  was t h a t  t h e  PKI had  made t h e  most 
c a r e f u l  p l a n s  fo r  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  
a f t e r  t h e  coup, b u t  had c a l l e d  off t h e s e  p l a n s  a t  t h e  l a s t  
moment when t h e  c o u p  r a n  a f o u l  and t h e  p a r t y  rea l ized  t h a t  
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i t  w o u l d  n o t  have  S u k a r n o ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  a n  a c t i o n  t h a t  
had b e e n  b a d l y  b u n g l e d .  

We s t i l l  do n o t  know much a b o u t  t h e  PKI p r e p a r a -  
. t i o n s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d .  Sjam n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e m  

w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  who are  our ma in  s o u r c e  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  coup. W e  do know, 
however ,  t h a t  i t  was A i d i t ' s  p l a n  t o  s e n d  t h e  t o p  l e a d -  
ers  of t h e  PKI t o  v a r i o u s  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  
a d a y  or so before t h e  c o u p ;  t h e y  wou ld  p e r s o n a l l y  co- 
o r d i n a t e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  areas .  
(Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  were s e n t  t o  Semarang i n  C e n t r a l  

- J a v a  and  P e r i s  P a r d e d e  t o  Medan i n  Sumatra ,  for  i n s t a n c e . )  
A i d i t  had  o b v i o u s l y  g i v e n  much t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  of 
p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  coup .  T h i s  w a s  o n e  mat ter  t h a t  
c o u l d  n o t  be a r r a n g e d  for c o m p l e t e l y  ahead  of t i m e ,  be- 
cause  of t h e  n e e d  f o r  s e c r e c y .  Too many p e o p l e  would  b e  
i n v o l v e d  t o  b r i n g  them i n t o  t h e  coup p l a n n i n g .  
had done  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  i n  t h e  way of . p l a ' n i n g  
t h e  PKI p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s e  and  still  k e e p i n g  i t  a secre t .  
H e  had b r i e f e d  h i s  key  l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  d e t a i l  o n  what  
s h o u l d  be d o n e ;  t h e y  would  h a v e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
c o o r d i n a t i n g  PKI a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  coup. O b v i o u s l y ,  
h e  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a m a t t e r  of t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  or 
he  would n o t  h a v e  a s s i g n e d  h i s  key  men t o  t h e  j ob .  J 

Aidit 

. .  H a v i n g  s o u g h t  t o  r e a s s u r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  
t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  of p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o u p  had  
b e e n  t a k e n  care of by o t h e r s  a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  n o  
worr ies  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e ,  Sjam p r e s s e d  o n e  f i n a l  p o i n t  
on t h e  m e e t i n g  of 19 September- -namely ,  t h e  n e e d  t o  i m -  
p l e m e n t  t h e  c o u p  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Untung a g r e e d  
b u t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  would  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  w a i t  a t  l e a s t  
u n t i l  t h e  end  of t h e  mon th ,  when t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  
and  5 3 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n s  would  a r r i v e  i n  D j a k a r t a .  'From 
t h i s  p o i n t  o n ,  S j a m ' s  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  for h a s t e  
and  U n t u n g ' s  c o n c e r n  for a d e q u a t e  m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
would be t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  c u r r e n t s  a t  e v e r y  m e e t i n g  of t h e  
c o u p  p l a n n e r s .  
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l h e  F i f t n  M e e t i n g :  T h e  Q u e s t i o n  of A r m s  a n d  An I m p o r t a n t  ---__ 
Newcomer t o  t h e  G r O U D  

I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  w o u l d  be h e l d  
o n  21 S e p t e m b e r  a t  S j am ' s  h o u s e ;  h o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o  a m i s -  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was 
p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  23 S e p t e m b e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  U n t u n g ,  t h e  
f i f t l :  m e e t i n g  on  t h e  23rd w a s  n o t  r e a l l y  a n  o f f i c i a l  meet- 
i n g  of t h e  g r o u p  b u t  more of a n  " i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n , "  
because S u j o n o  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  be t h e r e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  
first m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  t h a t  b e g a n  a s  e a r l y  as 

-1630 h o u r s ,  a n d  S u j o n o  had  b e e n  c a l l e d  t o  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  of t h e  A i r  Force ( D a n i )  a t  t h e  same h o u r .  
N o t h i n g  more is known a b o u t  t h e  a l l e g e d  m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  
S u j o n o  a n d  D a n i ,  b u t  U n t u n g ' s  m e n t i o n  of it is v e r y  i n -  
t e r e s t i n g ;  i f  t r u e ,  i t  c o u l d  be of some s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
O n l y  f o u r  d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  D a n i  had r e t u r n e d  t o  I n d o n e s i a  
from a secret  m i s s i o n  h e  had made t o  Communist  C h i n a  o n  
t h e  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  of P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o .  B e s i d e s  D a n i  
a n d  S u k a r n o ,  only t w o  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  knew of D a n i ' s  m i s -  
s i o n - - S u b a n d r i o  a n d  A i d i t .  T h e  I n d o n e s k a n  army was n o t  
i n f o r m e d  of t h e  t r i p  a n d  w a s  n o t  t o  l e a r n  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  

The w h o l e  s t o r y  b e h i n d  D a n i ' s  t r i p  t o  C h i n a  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  be known; b u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s  h a v e  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  c e r t a i n t y .  D a n i  a r r i v e d  in 
P e k i n g  o n  16 S e p t e m b e r  a b o a r d  a n  I n d o n e s i a n  A i r  Force 
j e t  a n d  s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h r e e  d a y s ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  I n d o n e s i a  
o n  t h e  s a m e  p l a n e  o n  19 September. Upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  h e  
r e p o r t e d  on  t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  m i s s i o n ,  f i r s t ,  t o  S u b a n -  
d r i o  a n d ,  t h e n ,  t o  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o .  (He r e p o r t e d  t o  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w h i l e  t h e y  were a t t e n d i n g  t h e  w e d d i n g  of 
D r .  R u s l a n  A b d u l g a n i ' s  d a u g h t e r  o n  21 S e p t e m b e r . )  He 
n e v e r  s u b m i t t e d  a report t o  t h e  a rmed forces l e a d e r s h i p  
or  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  D e f e n s e  a n d  S e c u r i t y  
( N a s u t i o n ) ,  who w o u l d  n o r m a l l y . h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  
s u c h  a m a t t e r .  T h e  t r i p  was k e p t  a secret  from N a s u t i o n  
a n d  t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p  u n t i l  well a f t e r  t h e  coup, a n d  
p r e s u m a b l y  S u k a r n o  i n t e n d e d  t h a . t  i t  a l w a y s  be k e p t  a 
sec re t .  A t  D a n i ' s  a n d  S u b a n d r i o ' s  t r i a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  
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was r e v e a l e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  had s e n t  D a n i  t o  P e k i n g  i n  mid-  
S e p t e m b e r  t o  make t h e  f i n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  a s h i p m e n t  

. of C h i n e s e  arms t o  I n d o n e s i a  t h a t  Chou E n - l a i  h a d  f irst  
m e n t i o n e d  t o  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n s  some n i n e  m o n t h s  ea r l ie r .*  
I n  P e k i n g ,  D a n i  is known t o  h a v e  h a d  a p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g  
w i t h  Chou,  w i t h  whom, among o the r  t h i n g s ,  h e  is r e p o r t e d  
t o  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s h i p m e n t  of 100,000 s m a l l  arms t o  
I n d o n e s i a .  

T h u s ,  i t  w o u l d  seem t h a t  a d e a l  b e t w e e n  S u k a r n o  
a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  s h i p m e n t  of 100,000 s m a l l  
arms from Communist  C h i n a  t o  I n d o n e s i a  w a s  i n  t h e  process 
of b e i n g  n e g o t i a t e d ,  i f  i t  h a d  n o t  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o n c l u d e d ,  
a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  I t  h a d  b e e n  n e g o t i -  
a t e d  a t  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s ,  b y - S u k a r n o  a n d  h i s  per- 
s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  D a n i ,  o n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  s i d e  a n d  
b y  Chou E n - l a i  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  C h i n e s e  s i d e .  I t  w a s  ob- 
v i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  be k e p t  v e r y  secre t ;  a s  w e  have,  s e e n ,  
o n l y  f o u r  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  knew a n y -  
t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  ( I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h i s  r ega rd  t h a t  
D a n i  was o n e  of t h e  f o u r  p e r s o n s .  I t  s h o w s  t h e  c l o s e n e s s  
of h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  S u k a r n o ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  seem t o  be 
a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  
c o u p .  I n  t h i s  case,  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  se lect  company of A i d i t  
a n d  S u b a n d r i o ;  o n  t h i s  b a s i s ,  t h e  t h r e e  of t h e m  m i g h t  
w e l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  S u k a r n o ' s  most t r u s t e d  
c o n f i d a n t s . )  

T h e  precise c o n n e c t i o n ,  i f  there  w a s  a n y ,  b e t w e e n  
S u k a r n o ' s  a r m s  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  coup is n o t  
so  e a s i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  seems t h a t  C h o u ' s  o f fe r  of 

* A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u b a n d r i o ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  Chou 
E n - l a i  offered t o  p r o v i d e  I n d o n e s i a  " w i t h  100,000 pieces 
of l i g h t  arms free of c h a r g e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of e q u i p p i n g  
t h e  f i f t h  force" in J a n u a r y . 1 9 6 5 ,  when S u b a n d r i o  was i n  
P e k i n g  f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s .  
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w e a p o n s  t o  S u k a r n o - - a n  o f f e r  t h a t  was f i r s t  made i n  J a n -  
u a r y  1965--was i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  S u k a r n o ' s  p l a n s  f o r  a 
" f i f t h  force" i n  I n d o n e s i a . *  T h e  issue of t h e  " f i f t h  
force" was o n e  of t h e  m o s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  of the 
d a y .  T h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h a t  is a l l  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  a r m e d  
s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of D a n i ,  were s t r o n g l y  op- 
p o s e d  t o  t h e  i d e a .  T h e  P K I  was v e r y  much i n  f a v o r  of i t  
for t h e  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e d  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  
a r m i n g  p e a s a n t s  a n d  w o r k e r s  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  PKI. T h e y  
a l w a y s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  i d e a  i n  d i f f e r e n t  forms, of c o u r s e .  
I n  p u b l i c ,  t h e y  spoke of t h e  " f i f t h  force" only i n  terms 
of n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  in c o m b a t t i n g  t h e  r a i d s  o n  I n d o n e s i a  
from M a l a y s i a ;  t h e y  w o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  o t h e r  
r e a s o n  t h e y  h a d  for w a n t i n g  a " f i f t h  force." 

So a n x i o u s  w e r e  t h e  C h i n e s e  f o r ' s u k a r n o  t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  PKI w i t h  a n  e x c u s e  for d e v e l o p i n g  a n  armed c a p a b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e y  were q u i t e  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  o f f e r e d  t o  s u p p l y , t h e  
a r m s  t h a t  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d - - a s  a n  a d d e d  i n d u c e m e n t  for 
S u k a r n o  t o  agree  t o  t h e  i d e a  of a " f i f t h  force." I t  would 
seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  case t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  had  agreed 
t o  s u p p l y  arms t o  S u k a r n o  o n  a c o v e r t  b a s i s  w i t h  t h e  " f i f t h  
force" i n  m i n d ;  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  
knew of t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g  a n d  were s e n d i n g  arms t o  I n d o -  
n e s i a  w i t h  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e  i n  m i n d .  On t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  i t  c a n  n o t  be r u l e d  o u t .  

A s  f a r  a s  S u k a r n o  was  c o n c e r n e d ,  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  
s e n t  D a n i  t o  P e k i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  
a r m s  t o  I n d o n e s i a ,  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
be u s e d  t o  t r a i n  a n d  e q u i p  a " f i f t h  force." Or he  c o u l d  
h a v e  s e n t  D a n i  t h e r e  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e  s h i p m e n t  

*By " f i f t h  force" S u k a r n o  m e a n t  a k i n d  of m i l i t i a  a l o n g  
t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  C h i n e s e  " p e o p l e ' s  m i l i t i a . "  I t  w o u l d  be 
a t r a i n e d  a n d  a r m e d  b o d y  of c i t i z e n s - - b o t h  p e a s a n t s  a n d  
workers - -who w o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  a f i f t h  force i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  a r m y ,  n a v y ,  a i r  force,  a n d  po l ice ;  i n  times of n a -  
t i o n a l  e m e r g e n c y ,  i t  w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a s p e c i a l  d e f e n s e  
force i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  s e r v i c e s .  
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of arms, w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  be u s e d  i n  t h e  
coup  ( a s s u m i n g  of course, t h a t  h e  knew of t h e  c o u p  p l a n s ) .  
The  t i m i n g  of D a n i ' s  secre t  t r i p ,  less  t h a n  t w o  w e e k s  be- 
f o r e  t h e  c o u p ,  does s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  w a s  somehow c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  c o u p .  Assuming t h a t  S u k a r n o  d i d  know of t h e  c o u p  
p l a n n i n g  and w a s  t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e  s h i p -  
m e n t  of arms t o  I n d o n e s i a ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  fo l low 
t h a t  he i n f o r m e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  of h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  w a n t i n g  
t h e  a r m s  i m m e d i a t e l y .  

To get  b a c k  t o  S u j o n o  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  who were a c t i v e -  
l y  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  D a n i  c a l l e d  
S u j o n o  t o  a m e e t i n g  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 23 September t o  

c o u p - - a l t h o u g h  t h i s  is p u r e  s p e c u l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  
w i l l  be r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  i t  was S u j o n o  who made t h e  a r r a n g e -  
m e n t s  t o  get t h e  A i r  Force arms t h a t  were s tored i n ' t h e  
Mampong a m m u n i t i o n  d e p o t  on t h e  n l g h t  of t h e  c o u p ;  6.t w i . 1 1  
a l s o  be remembered  t h a t  t h e s e  were C h i n e s e  arms. I t  is 
n o t  a t  a l l  c lear  when t h e s e  arms were r e c e i v e d  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  
I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some of t h e m  were r e c e i v e d  j u s t  before 
t h e  c o u p ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  a f t e r  D a n i ' s  t r i p  t o  C h i n a ;  o n  
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c o v e r t  s h i p m e n t s  of C h i n e s e  a r m s  t o  I n d o -  
n e s i a  a r e  known t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  i n  I n d o n e s i a  before 
t h e n . *  So it  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t i e  t h e  C h i n e s e  arms u s e d  
i n  t h e  c o u p  to D a n i ' s  t r i p  t o  C h i n a  c o n c l u s i v e l y ,  t h o u g h  
t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  is s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e y  were somehow l i n k e d .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  f o r  s u r e  t h a t  D a n i ' s  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u j o n o  o n  23 S e p t e m b e r  w a s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  c o u p ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  is r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  it was .  

- i n f o r m  him of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of C h i n e s e  arms for t h e  

*The c o v e r t  s h i p m e n t  of Communist  C h i n e s e  arms t o  I n -  
d o n e s i a  before t h e  c o u p  is d i s c u s s e d  i n  much g rea te r  d e t a i l  
i n  Sect ion I V ,  pp .  171-173. S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r e  known t o  h a v e  b e e n  s h i p p i n g  
arms t o  I n d o n e s i a .  All of t , h e  arms in q u e s t i o n  a p p e a r  
t o  h a v e  e n t e r e d  I n d o n e s i a  t h r o u g h  t h e  h a r b o r  a t  D j a k a r t a :  
t h e y  were s t o r e d  i n  n e a r b y  A i r  Force depots. T h e r e  is 
n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a n y  of t h e  a r m s  were t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  
PKI before t h e  c o u p .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  w a s  S u k a r n o ,  r a t h e r  

* t h a n  t h e  PKI, who had  n e g o t i a t e d  a secret  arms d e a l  w i t h  
t h e  C h i n e s e .  T h e r e  is no good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  PKI w a s  
r e c e i v i n g  secret  d e l i v e r i e s  of C h i n e s e  a r m s  a t  a l l ,  cer- 
t a i n l y  n o t  i n  a n y  s izeable  q u a n t i t y .  
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With  Su+]ono a b s e n t ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  of t h e  coup g r o u p  
a t  Sjdm's h o u s e  on 23 Sep tember  was a t t e n d e d  o n l y  by  Sjam, 
Pono, i ' n tung ,  a n d  L a t i e f .  As t in tung  remembered i t ,  t h e  
main t o p i c  of d i s c u s s i o n  was the t r o o p s  t h a t  would  be a v a i l -  
a b i e  1 0  t h e  c o u p  forces.  Pono i n f o r m e d  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  
i c e r e  *as no l o n g e r  a n y  d o u b t  a b o u t  t h e  5 3 0 t h  b a t t a l i o n ;  
t h e  t r o o p s  o f  t n a t  b a t t a l i o n ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  4 5 4 t h ,  had  
a e I i ? i t e l y  been commi t t ed  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  c o u p .  Pono 
also i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a rmored  s u p p o r t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a b o u t  
3G a rmored  cars from t h e  LCBval ry ,  w o u l d  be coming  from 
Bandung,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  commander of t h e  c a v a l r y  u n i t  w a s  
still  u n c e r t a i n .  Untung p r e s s e d  him for a more d e f i n i t e  
a n s w e r  a s  t o  w h o  w o u l d  l e a d  t h e  u n i t  and how many t a n k s  
would b e  i n v o l v e d  - With  h i s  good commanding sense,  Untung 
had i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e ' o f  a n  a r m o r e d  u n i t ;  
h i s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be d e f i n i t e l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
c o u p  forces  was t o  r u n  l i k e  a t h r e a d  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  l a t e r  
m e e t i n g s  of t h e  cow g r o u p .  Aga in  and  a g a i n  h e  would i p r e s s  
f o r  news o f  i t ' a n d  a - p l e d g e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  c o u n t  on  i t .  
H i s  u n e a s i n e s s  w a s  t o  p r o v e  v e r y  w e l l - f o u n d e d ;  t h e  v i t a l  
r a n k  u n i t  t h a t  Sjam and Pono had  t a l k e d  so much a b o u t  n e v e r  
d i d  s h o w  u p  on t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p .  

B e s i d e s  h i s  r e p o r t  on t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  a r m o r e d  u n i t s  
r h a t  would  be a v a i l a b l e ,  Pono had some o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n ' g  
news t o  t e l l  Un tung  and  L a t i e f  a t  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  on  23 
S e p t e m b e r .  H e  i n f o r m e d  them t h a t  a new member would  s o o n  
b e  j o i n i n g  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s - - n o  l e s s  a f i g u r e  t h a n  G e n e r a l  
S u p a r d j o ,  who would  b e  coming from West B o r n e o ,  w h e r e  h e  
was  s e r v i n g  a s  Commander of t h e  4 t h  Combat Command e n g a g e d  
i n  " c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  M a l a y s i a .  I t  was no a c c i d e n t  or 
c h a n c e  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  j u s t  happendd .  t o '  be . .coming t o  D j a k a r t a  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  was a l l  p a r t  of Sjam's  p l a n n i n g  from t h e  
b e g i n n i n g .  The r e a s o n  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o u p  w a s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same r e a s o n  t h a t  Un tung ,  L a t i e f ,  
S u j o n o ,  and  t h e  o t h e r s  became i n v o l v e d ;  h e  was a PKI sym- 
p a t h i z e r  who w a s  b e i n g  "managed" b y  t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau  o f  
t h e  PKI and  c o u l d  be c o u n t e d  o n  t o  s e r v e  t h e  w i l l  of t h e  
p a r t y .  S u p a r d j o  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  p r i z e  "asset" of t h e  PKI 
i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y .  P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  of h i s  r a n k ,  
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h e  w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  “ m a n a g e d ”  b y  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  PKI S p e c i a l  
B u r e a u - - S j a m  h i m s e l f .  H o w  f a r  b a c k  h i s  s ec re t  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  t h e  PKI w e n t  is n o t  c l e a r .  We o n l y  know t h a t  f o r  a 
m a t t e r  of m o n t h s ,  p e r h a p s  a y e a r  or m o r e ,  h e  was i n  r e g u l a r  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  Sjari. ( P r e s u m a b l y ,  h e  was i n  a n d  o u t  of D j a k a r t a  
o f t e n  e n o u g h ,  i n  c o n n e c t s o n  w i t h  h i s  a s s i g n m e n t  a s  Commander  
of t h e  4 t h  C o m b a t  Command, t h a t  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o  
see Sjam f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y . )  We do  n o t  know a n y t h i n g  about  
S u p a r d j o ‘ s  a c t u a l  r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  n o t  e v e n  w h e t h e r  
h e  w a s  c o n t a c t e d  i n  West B o r n e o  or w h e n  h e  was i n  D j a k a r t a  
f o r  a v i s i t .  P r e s u m a b l y ,  h e  w a s  k e p t  i n f o r m e d  of t h e  c o u p  
p l a n n i n g  d u r i n g  t hose  l a s t  weeks  before  t h e  c o u p  w h e n  h e  
w a s  s t i l l  i n  West B o r n e o .  A l t h o u g h  h e  w a s  t o  p l a y  a n  i m -  
p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for t h e  c o u p  
a n d  a major r o l e  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o u p  o n  1 O c t o b e r ,  
h e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  come t o  D j a k a r t a  much ahead  of t h e  e v e n t  
w i t h o u t  a r o u s i n g  s u s p i c i o n .  ( H i s  a r r i v a l  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  
28 September was k e p t  secret  u n t i l  t h e  d a y  of t h e  a w p ) .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  was  a r r a n g e d  b e t w e e n  S u p a r d j o  a n d  t h e  PKI 
t h a t  h e  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  a n  e m e r g e n c y  telegram i n  West B o r n e o  
t o  come t o  D j a k a r t a  b e c a u s e  h i s  d a u g h t e r  was s i c k ;  t h i s  
w o u l d  be t h e  s i g n a l  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was a b o u t  to b e g i n .  
S u p a r d j o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  t e legram o n  28 S e p t e m b e r ;  h e  f i e a  
t o  D j a k a r t a  t h a t  same d a y .  Had h i s  d a u g h t e r  r e a l l y  b e e n  
s i c k ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  no  r e a s o n  n o t  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  * t h -  
o r i t i e s  of t h i s  f a c t  a n d  r e q u e s t  l e a v e  t o  v i s i t  h e r  i n  
D j a k a r t a ;  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  l e f t  h i s  post  i n  West B o r n e o  
w i t h o u t  e v e n  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  h e  was  
l e a v i n g .  H e  was i n  D j a k a r t a  a f u l l  t w o  days before  S u k a r :  - 
o r  N a s u t i o n  l e a r n e d - - b y  c h a n c e - - t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e r e .  (It 
w i l l  be remembered t h a t  G e n .  U m a r  r e p o r t e d  t o  S u h a r t o  t h a t  
h e  had s e e n  Gen .  S u p a r d j o  a t  t h e  Palace o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 
t h e  c o u p . )  Had h e  h a d  proper r e a s o n s  f o r  b e i n g  t h e r e - - e i t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  or n o n o f f i c i ’ a l - - h e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  made s u c h  a n  
o b v i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  h i s  p r e s e n c e  there  a secre t .  I n  
s h o r t ,  t h e r e  c a n  be n o  d o u b t  t h a t  h e  came t o  D j a k a r t a  f o r  - 
r e a s o n s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u p ;  a n d  n o  o the r  r e a s o n .  T h e  
f a c t  t h a t  P o n o  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  w o u l d  be c o m i n g  t o  
D j a k a r t a  s o o n  d u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  o n  23 
September m a k e s  i t  c lear  t h a t  t h e  PKI a r r a n g e d  e v e r y t h i n g  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  

. c o u p .  
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T h e  S i x t h  M e e t i n g :  T h e  T r a i n i n g  of t h e  V o l u n t e e r s  a n d  
A Promise f r o m  t h e  C a v a l r y  

After m e e t i n g  o n  23 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  . n e x t  t i m e  t h a t  
S j a m ,  P o n o ,  V n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  a n d  S d j o n o  m e t  t o g e t h e r  w a s  
o n  t h e  2 5 t h ,  o n c e  a g a i n  a t  S j a m ' s  h o u s e ,  a r o u n d  1700 h o u r s .  
S j a m  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  g e t t i n g  i m p a t i e n t  t o  move; h e  a n n o u n c e d  
t h a t  t h e  movement would  h a v e  to be  t o u c h e d  off w i t h i n  t h e  
n e x t  f e w  d a y s ,  sometitre before t h e  e n d  of t h e  m o n t h ,  or 
i t  w o u l d  be too l a t e .  ( A l t h o u g h  h e  a l w a y s  a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  
s e n s e  of u r g e n c y  t o  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of a c o u p  b y  t h e  Gen- 

- e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  h e  was p r o b a b l y  more c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of h i s  own c o u p  p l a n s  b e c o m i n g  known t h a n  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  G e n e r a l s  s e i z i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e . )  Un- 
der p r e s s u r e  from S j a m  t o  b e g i n  t h e  movement ,  U n t u n g  w a s  
s t i l l  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  two t h i n g s  t h a t  had  a l l  a l o n g  
b e e n  t h e  b i g  q u e s t i o n  marks  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  phqn- 
n i n g  f o r  t h e  coup w a s  c o n c e r n e d :  t h e  armored troops a n d  
t h e  v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s  t h a t  were r e c e i v i n g  a s h o r t  c o u r s e  
i n  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t  Lubang B u a j a  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  for 
t h e  c o u p .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i r  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be w e l l  to 
c l a r i f y  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e s e  v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s  a b o u t  
w h i c h  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a good d e a l  of c o n f u s i o n .  

On 11 September 1965, a s m a l l  s t a f f  of Air Force 
o f f i ce r s .  w i t h  M a j o r  S u j o n o  in c h a r g e ,  b e g a n  a secre t  
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  f o r  Communist  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  
Lubang B u a j a .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  w e e k s  before  t h e  c o u p ,  some 
4,000 m e m b e r s  of t h e  Cornmimist y o u t h  (Pemuda R a k j a t )  a n d  
women 's  ( G e r w a n i )  o r a a n i z a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  a w e e k ' s  m i l i -  
t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p o i i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  
h a v e  b e e n  most i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  a t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  
could or  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a ,  so 
close to H a l i m  Air Force B a s e ,  w h i c h  D a n i  v i s i t e d  r e g u -  
l a r l y ,  w i t h o u t  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  a n d / o r  a p p r o v a l .  For o n e  
t h i n g ,  S u j o n o  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a c c o u n t e d  for h i s  t i m e ,  
s i n c e  a p p a r e n t l y  h e  w a s  i n v o l v e d  f u l l - t i m e  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c .  
t i o n  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r s .  A c t u a l l y ,  D a n i  had  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  
he knew t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  was g o i n g  on  t h o u g h  h e  h a s  d e n i e d  
t h a t  h e  g a v e  t h e  o r d e r  for i t .  I n  a r a t h e r  t o r t u r e d  a n d  
o b v i o u s l y  i n s i n c e r e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  h e  h a s  s a i d :  

I t  w c u l d  
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I n e v e r  i s s u e d  a n  o r d e r  t o  M a j o r  S u j o n o  t o  
t r a i n  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  Lubang B u a j a .  A t  o n e  
p o i n t  I h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s  n o t  g o i n g  
too w e l l  so I o r d e r e d  Commodore Dewanto  t o  
correct  i t .  . . .  When t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  (of 
v o l u n t e e r s )  was almost o v e r ,  I was a s k e d  to 
s p e a k  a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  c e r e m o n y .  

S u j o n o ' s  t e s t i m o n y  c o n t r a d i c t s  D a n i ' s  o n  t h i s  p o i n t ;  h e  
h a s  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a c t i n g  o n  t h e  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  of D a n i .  

A s  f o r  S u k a r n o ,  h e  n e v e r  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  l e a s t  s u r -  
p r i s e  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  when i t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  Communis t  

- p a r t y  members a n d  s y m p a t h i z e r s  had  r e c e i v e d  secret m i l i -  
t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  of September. 
D a n i ' s  o b v i o u s  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  
w a s  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  a secret t r a i n i n g  b a s e  would a l s o  seem 
t o  i m p l i c a t e  S u k a r n o .  D a n i  is n o t  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  lqecome 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  a s  h e  o b v i o u s l y  was i f  h e  s p o k e  
a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  c e r e m o n y ,  u n l e s s  h e  w a s  s u r e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
knew a n d  a p p r o v e d  of i t .  I n  s h o r t ,  b o t h  D a n i  a n d  S u k a r n o  
m u s t  h a v e  known w h a t  was g o i n g  o n .  W h e t h e r  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  
ordered t h e  t r a i n i n g  a s  p a r t  of a l o n g - r a n g e  p l a n  t o  
c rea t e  a " f i f t h  force" or  t h e  more i m m e d i a t e  p u r p o s e  of 
t h e  c o u p  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  more a q u e s t i o n  of t h e i r  b e i n g  
i n f o r m e d  of t h e  c o u p  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  were u n d e r w a y  b y  
o t h e r  p e o p l e  is n o t  s o  c l e a r .  

T h e r e  is no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i t se l f  w a s  
p a r t  of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  fo r  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  t i m i n g  of 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  is c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  i n  i t s e l f .  T h e  
f i r s t  c o u r s e  b e g a n  w i t h i n  a f e w  d a y s  of t h e  first meet- 
i n g  o f  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  on 6 S e p t e m b e r .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  
S u j o n o  w a s  p u t  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  is 
f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e ;  h e  w a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p  a t  t h e  time. A t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  
w i t h  S j a m ,  h e  r e g u l a r l y  r e p o r t e d  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  
t r a . i n i n g  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r  forces a s  p a r t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  v o l u n t e e r  forces were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  
c o u p  o n  1 October. For t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  i t  seems t o  u s  

. t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of Communist  p a r t y  members a n d  s y m p a t h i z -  
ers a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e - w e e k  p e r i o d  before  
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t h e  c o u p  when a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  the  c o u p  
were u n d e r w a y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  of t h e  coup p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s . *  A l l  t h e  t a l k  a b o u t  a " f i f t h  force" by t h o s e  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  may h a v e  b e e n  i n t e n d e d ,  ' in p a r t ,  a s  
a c o v e r  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t r o o p s  fo r  t h e  c o u p .  If  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  had  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  before t h e  c o u p ,  i t  would  
a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  t r a i n i n g  f o r  
t h e  " f i f t h  force."  Af t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  D a n i  seems to  h a v e  
resorted t o  t h e  s a m e  c o v e r  s t o r y  i n  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  was u n d e r w a y  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a .  

T h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  g i v e n  t o  t h e  P K I  v o l u n -  
- t e e r s ,  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  

t h e  choice of t h e  t r a i n i n g  s i t e  a l l  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  was a c r a s h  t r a i n i n g  p r o -  
gram of a u x i l i a r y  t r o o p s  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  The s i t e  of t h e  
t r a j n i n g  w a s  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  m u r d e r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  
took p l a c e  o n  1 O c t o b e r  ( a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  w i t h i n  t h e  f l ive-  
k i lome te r  z o n e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e ,  
i t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be p a r t  of t h e  town of 
L u b a n g  B u a j a .  T h e  t e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were k e p t  
was w i t h i n  a f e w  y a r d s  of the p u b l i c  k i t c h e n  w h i c h  t h e  
v o l u n t e e r s  u s e d . )  

*The t e s t i m o n y  of P e r i s  P a r d e d e ,  t h e  P K I  l e a d e r ,  is 
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  A l t h o u g h  h e  was a member 
of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  h e  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  p r i v y  t o  t h e  
p l a n s  t h a t  were b e i n g  made f o r  t h e  c o u p .  D u r i n g  h i s  i n -  
t e r r o g a t i o n ,  h e  s t a t e d :  

L i g h t n i n g  ( f a s t ]  t r a i n i n g  was  b e i n g  g i v e n  - 
t o  t h e  Pemuda R a k j a t  (PKI y o i l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n )  
a n d  t h e  G e r w a n i  (PKI women 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n )  b y  
A i r  Force o f f i c e r s .  When I a s k e d  o n e  member 
of t h e  Pemuda R a k j a t ,  b e c a u s e  I w a n t e d  t o  know, 
he  r e p l i e d  i n  a n  u n c o n c e r n e d  w a y  t h a t  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  w a s  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  of t h e  a i r b a s e .  
B u t  I a t  t h a t  t i m e  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  Pemuda 
R a k j a t  a n d  t h e  G e r w a n i  were b e i n g  t r a i n e d  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  c o u p .  
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The  PKI had  managed t h e  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s  of r e c r u i t -  
i n g  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  own c o n f e s s i o n ,  
N j o n o ,  t h e  C h i e f  of t h e  Grea ter  D j a k a r t a  C o m m i t t e e  of the 
PKI, was p u t  i n  c h a r g e  c f  a l l  t h e  " o p e r a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n t a c t i n g ,  co- 
o r d i n a t i n g  a n d  t h e n  a c t i v a t i n g  of t h e  PKI r e s e r v e  forces 
f o r  a r u s h  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a . "  On 8 S e p t e m -  
ber secre t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  i n  t h e  name of t h e  p a r t y  
c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  were r e c e i v e d  by t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t y  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Grea te r  D j a k a r t a  a r e a ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  
a spec ia l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  course w o u l d  b e g i n  o n  11 Sep- 
tember.  T h e  t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  be c o n d u c t e d  by  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  

t o  se lec t  10 t r a i n e e s ,  e a c h  b r a n c h  committee of t h e  PKI 
y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  6 t r a i n e e s ,  a n d  e a c h  b r a n c h  committee 
of t h e  women ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  2 t r a i n e e s . *  T h e  v o l u n t e e r s  
were o r d e r e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  a i r  force camp a t  H a l i m  a t  
1430 h o u r s  o n  11 S e p t e m b e r ;  t h e y  w o u l d  be h o u s e d  i r q . t h e  
b a r r a c k s  a t  t h e  camp .  

- A i r  Force. E a c h  s u b s e c t i o n  committee of t h e  p a r t y  w a s  

.. 

*The g rea te r  D j a k a r t a  a r e a  commitree of t h e  PKI com- 
p r i s e d  a b o u t  50 s u b s e c t i o n  committees, so t h e r e  s h o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  500 v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  p a r t y ,  i f  e a c h  
s u b s e c t i o n  committee had b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  1 0  
v o l u n t e e r s .  T h e  v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  Communis t  w o m e n ' s  
a n d  y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  500. 
T h e  first group of v o l u n t e e r s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  PKI 
p a r t y  members a n d  members of t h e  Communis t  y o u t h  a n d  
women ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  who r e c e i v e d  a s e v e n - d a y  m i l i t a r y  

. t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  from 11-18 S e p t e m b e r ,  is r e p o r t e d  t o  
._ h a v e  i n c l u d e d  1 ,200  v o l u n t e e r s .  - 
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V a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI h a d  
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 ,000 
men a n d  women. A p p a r e n t l y ,  these p l a n s  were l a r g e l y  
f u l f i l l e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  t i m e  

. for " l i g h t n i n g  t r a i n i n g "  s i n c e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  course h a d  
t o  be k e p t  t o  a week i f  2-3 t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  were t o  b e  
s c h e d u l e d  before  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  first g r o u p  of 1 ,200  
v o l u n t e e r s  c o m p l e t e d  a w e e k ' s  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  o n  18 
S e p t e m b e r ,  a s e c o n d  c l a s s  of 1,500 t r a i n e e s  f i n i s h e d  o n  
25 September; a n d  a n o t h e r  c l a s s  of 1 ,500  a r r i v e d  a t  
L u b a n g  B u a j a  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 28 S e p t e m b e r  f o r  a 
t h i r d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  t h a t  was i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  t h e  c o u p  
i t s e l f . *  A s  w e  s h a l l  see l a t e r ,  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  of 
t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  to s t a r t  t h e i r  movement o n  t h e  3 0 t h  
was made o n  t h e  2 8 t h ,  t h e  d a y  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  t r a i n i n g  
c o u r s e  b e g a n .  I n  t h e  t w o  d a y s  r e m a i n i n g  before t h e  
c o u p ,  S u j o n o  g a v e  t h e  t h i r d  g r o u p  of v o l u n t e e r s  a n  e v e n  
more a c c e l e r a t e d  c o u r s e  i n  b a s i c  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  I. 
t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r s  had r e c e i v e d .  Even w i t h  two 
d a y s '  t r a i n i n g ,  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d - - i n  
S u j o n o ' s  w o r d s - - " g i v e  a p u s h  t o  t h e  movement a g a i n s t  
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  .'I 

. .  

+The number  of v o l u n t e e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  
seems f a i r l y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  S e v e r a l  sources h a v e  
r e p o r t e d  t h e  same f i g u r e s  g i v e n  a b o v e  a s  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  
a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  courses. I n  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  L a t i e f  
s a i d  t h a t  S u j o n o  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  a t  o n e  of 
t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  h e  had  t r a i n e d  b e t w e e n  3-4,000 
Communist  y o u t h  a n d  women and other PKI s y m p a t h i z e r s  
a t  L u b a n g  Bua j a .  
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T h e  m i l i t a r y  exercises a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  
i n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  s e c r e c y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  
t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  were t o l d  t h a t  a n y o n e  d a r i n g  t o  b e t r a y  t h e  
secret  w o u l d  be s h o t .  T h e  A i r  Force o f f i ce r s  who c o n d u c t e d  
t h e  t r a i n i n g - - w h o  were a l l  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  A i r  Force d e f e n s e  
command t h a t  was a s s i g n e d  t o  g u a r d  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e  
( S u j o n o ' s  r e g i m e n t ) ,  n o t  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  s o - c a l l e d  A i r  Force 
Q u i c k  A c t i o n  Command or r e g u l a r  A i r  Force a s  w e  t h i n k  of 
i t - - o b v i o u s l y  d i d  n o t  r e v e a l  t h e i r  t r u e  i d e n t i t i e s .  Major 
S u j o n o  w a s  known a s  Major Djo jo  a n d  Major K a t u k  u s e d  t h e  
name of L t .  C o l .  I m a m .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  m e n t i o n  t h e s e  two names  a s  t h e  
n a m e s  of t h e  o f f i ce r s  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  t r a i n i n g .  B e s i d e s  
t h e  s m a l l  s t a f f  of o f f i c e r s ,  t h e r e  were p e r h a p s  a n  e q u a l  
number of e n l i s t e d  men who l e d  t h e  d r i l l  exercises.  T r a i n -  
i n g . w a s  g i v e n  i n  w e a p o n s ,  d e f e n s e ,  a n d  g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e ,  
a n d  t k e  was p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  PKI i d e o l o g y ,  
Marxism, e t .  a l i a .  \. 

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  25 S e p t e m b e r ,  S u j o n o  r e p o r t e d  o n  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  were g o i n g  o n  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a .  W h i l e  
t hose  p r e p a r a t i o n s  were p r o g r e s s i n g  n i c e l y ,  he  was l ess  
r e a s s u r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  matter of t h e  a r m o r e d  t r o o p s .  I t  was 
s t i l l  n o t  c lear  how many troops w o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  a n d  w h o  
t h e  c a v a l r y  commander w o u l d  be. T h e  same t e n s i o n s  t d a t  
had  b e e n  d i s c e r n i b l e  a t  e a r l i e r  m e e t i n g s  were e v e n  clearer 
a t  t h i s  o n e .  U n t u n g  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  g r o w i n g  more a n d  more 
n e r v o u s  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r  of a r m o r e d  s u p p o r t ;  h e  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  h e  was n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  p l a n s  for t h e  
coup u n t i l  h e  was a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  a b o u t  t h e  c a v a l r y .  
Sjam, o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was g e t t i n g  more a n d  more i m p z t i e n '  
H e  i n f o r m e d  U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  o the r  m i l i t a f y  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  
t h e r e  c o u l d  n o t  be a n y  q u e s t i o n  of a d e l a y  p a s t  t h e  e n d  
of t h e  m o n t h ;  t h e  movement w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be t o u c h e d  o f f  
before  30 September. A t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  o n  t h e  2 5 t h ,  h e  t e n t a -  
t i v e l y  s e t  t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o u p  f o r  29 S e p t e m b e r .  Accord- 
i n g  t o  U n t u n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  w a s  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  a g r e e d  
u p o n  b y  e v e r y o n e  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g , '  b e c a u s e  "we  h a d  n o t  m e t  
t h e  t r o o p s  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  a n d  5 3 0 t h  b a t t a l i o n s  a n d  were n o t  
a s s u r e d  of armored s u p p o r t . "  B u t  a l t h o u g h  U n t u n g  may n o t  
h a v e  f e l t  d e f i n i t e l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d e a d l i n e  of 30 Septem-  
ber o r  29 S e p t e m b e r  a n d  may s t i l l  h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
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t i m i n g  of t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  o f f i ce r s  who were r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s  
of t h e  c o u p ,  he was b e i n g  o v e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  r u s h  of e v e n t s  
t h a t  uaz t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n  a s c h e d u l e  w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r  a 
c o u p  o n  t h e  2 9 t h  or 3 0 t h .  I t  c o u l d  a l m o s t  h a v e  b e e n  fore- 
s e e n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  e n d  h e  w o u l d  be s w e p t  u p  
i n  t h e  momentum of e v e n t s  a n d  p l u n g e d  i n t o  a v e n t u r e  t h a t  
h e  had g r a v e  m i s g i v i n g s  a b o u t - - a t  l e a s t ,  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
p o i n t  of v i e w .  

After  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  25 S e p t e m b e r ,  U n t u n g  was a b l e  
to s a t i s f y  some of h i s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  4 5 4 t h  a n d  t h e  5 3 0 t h  

, b a t t a l i o n s .  He w e n t  s t r a i g h t  from t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  G a m b i r  
S t a t i o n  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  c h e c k  o n  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  two 
b a t t a l i o n s .  T h e y  h a d  n o t  a r r i v e d  t h e n ;  b u t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
e v e n i n g  a f t e r  h e , h a d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  b a r r a c k s ,  h e  h a p p e n e d  
t o  see t h e  4 5 4 t h  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  b a r r a c k s .  He i m m e d i a t e l y  
made c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander ,  Major SukiT.no; 
a n d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  s o m e o n e  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  meet w i t h  
h i m  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  C a p t .  K u n t j o r o ,  t h e  d e p u t y  commander ,  
k e p t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ;  b u t  s i n c e  t h e  5 3 0 t h  h a d  n o t  y e t  ar- 
r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  U n t u n g  a n d  K u n t j o r o  d e c i d e d  t o  meet 
a g a i n  a t  1 4 0 0  h o u r s  t h e  n e x t  a f t e r n o o n  (27 S e p t e m b e r )  w i t h  
t h e  commander of t h e  5 3 0 t h .  After  t h a t  m e e t i n g  o n  t h e  2 7 t h ,  
U n t u n g  w a s  a s s u r e d  of t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  t w o  b a t t a l i o n s  
i n  t h e  c o u p .  H i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  i n  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  G u a r d ,  
L t .  D u l  A r i e f ,  w h o  had  b e e n  p u t  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  se ize  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  d i s -  
c u s s  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  of o n e  company from e a c h  b a t t a l i o n  
i n  t h e  PASOPATI t r o o p s  u n d e r  h i s  command.* After t h e i r  

*PASOPATI was t h e  c o d e w o r d  f o r  t h e  t r o o p s  u n d e r  D u l  
Ar ie f ' s  command t h a t  composed  t h e  r a i d i n g  p a r t i e s  o n  t h e  
g e n e r a l s '  homes;  BIMASAKTI was t h e  c o d e w o r d  for t h e  t r o o p s  
u n d e r  C a p t .  S u r a d i ' s  command t h a t  were t o  s e c u r e  t h e  Pre- 
s i d e n t i a l  P a l a c e ,  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b u i l d -  
i n g ;  a n d  PRlNGGODANI was t h e  c o d e w o r d  f o r  t h e  t roops  u n d e r  
Major C a t o t  S u k r i s n o ' s  command t h a t  were t o  d e f e n d  Hal im 
A i r  Force B a s e .  
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m e e t i n g  w i t h  U n t u n g ,  D u l  A r i e f  took C a p t . .  K u n t j o r o  a n d  L t .  
N g a d i n o  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  a n d  C a p t .  S u r a d i  of t h e  5 3 0 t h  f o r  a 
r e v i e w  tour of Lubang B u a j a .  

T h e  S e v e n t h  M e e t i n n :  T h e  D e c i s i o n  o n  D Dav 

After t h e  t o u r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a m e e t i n g  a t  Sjam's  h o u s e  
a t  1900 hours t h a t  e v e n i n g ;  i t  w a s  t h e  s e v e n t h  t i m e  t h a t  
S j a m  a n d  P o n o  h a d  met t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  officers 
who w o u l d  s o o n  be l e f t  a l o n e  t o  s h o g l d e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
for t h e  c o u p  a s  its n o m i n a l  l e a d e r s .  A t  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t i n t u n g  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  rev iew t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  m e n t i o n e d  aboie  h a d  
made of t h e  b a s e  a t  Lubang B u a j a  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  I t  w a s  
d e c i d e d  that t h e  PASOPATI t roops w h i c h  w o u l d  be i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  r a i d s  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes w o u l d  s t a r t  t h o s e  r a i d s  
f r o m  L u b a n g  B u a j a .  T h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of,  t h e  
m a t t e r  of t h e  c a v a l r y ,  w h i c h  was still  n o t  s e t t l e d .  A p p a r -  
e n t l y ,  i t  w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  D Cay c o u l d  
not p o s s i b l y  be s e t  f o r  t h e  2 9 t h ,  w h i c h  was t h e n  o n l y  two 
d a y s  away.  I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  groap would  meet a g a i n  
o n  t h a t  d a t e  for o n e  l a s t  r e v l e w  of t h e  p i a n  before i r  
w a s  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  

J u s t  when t h e  dec i s ion  was made t o  s t a r t  t h e  move- 
m e n t  o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e m b e r - 1  October is o n e  of Thc 
most c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  I t  1;&s 
a major b e a r i n g  o n  o n e ' s  w h o l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p .  
For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was a c o n t i n g e n c y  
p l a n  of t h e  PKI i n  t h e  e v e n t  of S u k a r n o ' s  d e a t h  o r  i n c a p -  
a c i t a t i o n  t h a t  was  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  p r e m a t u r e l y  b e c a u s e  the 
PKI t h o u g h t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was s e r i o i t s l y  i l l ,  p e r h a p s  d y i n g ,  
a f t e r  w o r d  was r e c e i v e d  t h a t  h e  had  f a l t e r e d  d u r i n g  h i s  
s p e e c h  t o  t h e  3 r d  C o n g r e s s  of .the CGMI o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 
29 S e p t e m b e r ,  h i n g e s  l a r g e l y  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  to go w a s  oi- was n o t  t a k e n  b e f o r e  t h e  2 9 t h .  
S i n c e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  is t h a t  tke  d e c i s i o n  was made o n  t h e  
2 8 t h ,  i t  w o u l d  seem t h a t  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  

- 143-  



F 

7 

k 
i 

t r i g g e r e d  b y  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  o n  t h e  2 9 t h ,  n a m e l y ,  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  seemed t o  f a l t e r  a n d  n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  t h e  m i d s t  of d e l i v e r i n g  a s p e e c h ,  m u s t  be d i s c o u n t e d .  

On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  2 8 t h ,  U n t u n g  is r e p o r t e d  
t o  h a v e  i n f o r m e d  L t .  D u l  Arief t h a t  D Day w a s  still  n o t  ' 

known b u t  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  awa i t  o r d e r s  a f t e r  t h e  2 9 t h .  I t  
w o u l d  seem from t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
leaders  of t h e  c o u p  were i n f o r m e d  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  o n  D Day 

o n  t h e  2 9 t h .  T h e r e  is g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n -  
t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p a r  ts of U n t u n g ,  S u j o n o ,  L a t i e f ,  a n d  S u p a r d j o  
t h . a t  Sjam " i s s u e d  t h e  order t h a t  D Day w o u l d  be t h e  fo l -  

- l o w i n g  e v e n i n g "  a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p ,  
w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  Sjam's h o u s e  o n  2 9 - S e p t e m b e r  a r o u n d  
2 4 0 0  hours. T h e  n e x t ' r n o r n i n g ,  U n t u n g  i n f o r m e d  hl Arief 
t h a t  " t h e  e v e n t  would t a k e  p l a c e  t h a t  e v e n i n g . "  

Though t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  were i n f o r m e d  of t h e  
d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  2 9 t h ,  t h e  d e c i -  
s i o n  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  made o n  t h e  2 8 t h ,  b y  A i d i t  h i m s e l f .  
T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  A i d i t  is known t o  h a v e  had a v e r y  long  ses- 
s i o n  of almost 5 h o u r s  w i t h  Lukman, t h e  number 2 man in 
t h e  p a r t y ,  a n d  S a k i r m a n ,  a member of t h e  CC/PKI; i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r w a r d ,  Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  l e f t  D j a k a r t a  b y  c a r  for 
S e m a r a n g ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w a i t e d  f o r  two d a y s  f o r  t h e  coup t6 
b e g i n . *  P r e s u m a b l y ,  A i d i t  was g i v i n g  them t h e i r  l a s t  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  before t h e  c o u p .  

*Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  l e f t  D j a k a r t a  i n  Lukman 's  o f f i c i a l  
c a r ;  t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  S e m a r a n g  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 September 
a n d  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  h o u s e  of a n  i m p o r t a n t  PKI leader.  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e y  were v i s i b l y  i n  a h i g h  
s t a t e  of n e r v o u s n e s s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e y  s p e n t  most of t h e  
d a y  s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  a t r a n s i s t o r  r a d i o  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room. 
T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e y  go t  u p  e a r l y  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  first 
news b r o a d c a s t  of t h e  d a y .  As t h e  d a y  w e n t  b y ,  t h e y  grew 
more a n d  more n e r v o u s .  Lukman ordered h i s  c h a u f f e u r  t o  
c h a n g e  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e s  o n  h i s  car a n d  t o  t a k e  away 
t h e  f l a g  p o l e  placed i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  bumper .  T h e y  
s t a y e d  u p  l a t e  t h a t  n i g h t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  t h e  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  page 1 4 5 j  

i 
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W i t h i n  a s h o r t  t i m e  of Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n ' s  d e p a r -  
t u r e  f r o m  D j a k a r t a ,  Anwar S a n u s i  a n d  N u r s u k u d  of t h e  CC/PKI 
were a l s o  o n  t h e i r  way t o  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y ;  
b y  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p ,  t h e y  w o u l d  be i n  t h e  C e l e b e s  a n d  
S u m b e r ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  PKI l e a d e r s  whom 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 144)  
n e w s  t h e y  were w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  n e v e r  was a n n o u n c e d ;  f i n a l l y ,  
t h e y  w e n t  t o  b e d .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h e y  h e a r d  L n t u n g ' s  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o n  t h e  r a d i o  w h i l e  t h e y  were h a v i n g  b r e a k f a s t ;  

- r e p o r t e d l y ,  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  was e c s t a t i c .  S o o n  a f t e r -  
w a r d ,  Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  moved t o  a n o t h e r  h o u s e  i n  S e m a r a n g  
w h e r e  t h e y  s p e n t  t h e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  of 1 O c t o b e r .  

t h e y  a l l  l e f t  f o r  Solo .  
man were q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  see A i d i t  i n  S e m a r a n g .  * ( T h i s  
w o u l d  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  A i d i t  p l a n n e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  
D j a k a r t a  i f  a l l  had  g o n e  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  c o u p ,  No d o d b t ,  he  
w o u l d  h a v e  w a n t e d  t o  be close t o  S u k a r n o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had  made some k i n d  of f o r m a l  s t a t e m e n t  en- 
d o r s i n g  t h e  c o u p .  ) A p p a r e n t l y ,  Lukman a n d  S a k i r a a n  were 

. c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  i n  D j a k a r t a .  A i d i t  X E -  
p o r t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  S a s u i i o n ' s  
e s c a p e ,  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  c o m i n g  to C e n t r a l  J a v a  
a s  t h a t  of p r e p a r i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of S u k a r n o  i n  
J o g j a k a r  t a .  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t  t o  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  c o d p  is 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S a k i r m a n  a n d  G e n e r a l  P a r m a n ,  o n e  of t h e  t i c -  
t i m s  of t h e  c o u p ,  were b r o t h e r s - - o n e ,  a h i g h - l e v e l  o f f l -  
c i a 1  i n  t h e  Communist  p a r t y ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  a s e n i o r  
g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  army a n d  a s t a u n c h  anti-Commun- 
ist. W h e t h e r  or n o t  S a k i r m a n  r e a l i z e d  a h e a d  of t ime t h a t  
h i s  b r o t h e r  w o u l d  be o n e  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
c o u p  'is n o t  c l e a r ;  h e  may n o t  h a v e .  A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  
seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  much a f f e c t e d  b y  h i s  b ro the r ' s  
d e a t h  a n d  f u l l  of regre t  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p .  When A i d i t  s a w  
h im for t h e  first t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  t h a t  m o r n i n g  in 

S a k i r m a n  h i s  " a p o l o g i e s  a n d  regret"  o n  t h e  d e a t h  of h i s  
b r o t h e r .  

T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  A i d i t  came t o  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  t o g e t h e r  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  Lukman aqd S a k i r -  

. .  Semarang, h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  o f f e r e d  
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A i d i t  had d e s i g n a t e d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  p a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
c r u c i a l  a r e a s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p  l e f t  D j a k a r t a  
o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 28 S e p t e m b e r  a n d / o r  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 
S e p t e m b e r  is n o t  i n  i t s e l f  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a r t  t h e  movement on  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e m -  
b e r - 1  O c t o b e r  had  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e e n  t a k e n  by t h e n ;  A i d i t  
c o u l d  h a v e  o r d e r e d  Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  
S e m a r a n g  a n d  t h e  o the r  c i t i e s  o n  t h e  2 8 t h  w i t h  no d e f i n i t e  
i d e a  of when t h e  c o u p  wollld b e g i n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  
be w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  2-3 days or so. However ,  i t  s t r o n g l y  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  A i d i t  had i n  f a c t  d e c i d e d  o n  a d e f i n i t e  d a t e .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Njono's c o n f e s s i o n ,  i t  was d e f i n i t e l y  A i d i t  
w h o  f i x e d  D-Day for 1 O c t o b e r  a t  0400. 

- c e r t a i n  is t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  made sometime b e f o r e  t h e  
e v e n i n g  of 29 September, when i t  w a s  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t h a t  i s ,  sometime b e t w e e n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
of 27 S e p t e m b e r  and  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 29 September. T h a t  
l e a v e s  28 S e p t e m b e r  a s  t h e  most l i k e l y  time, e s p e c i a 1 , l y  
s i n c e  w h a t  w e  know of A i d i t ' s  own a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  l a s t  week  
i n  S e p t e m b e r  a l s o  seems t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  the f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  
w a s  made on t h e  2 8 t h ,  when h e  is known t o  h a v e  had  l e n g t h y  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  Lukman, t h e  number 2 man i n  t h e  p a r t y .  
A f t e r  t h e i r  m e e t i n g ,  t h e r e  was a f l u r r y  of a c t i v i t y  o n  
t h e  p a r t  of 4 i d i t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  PKI l e a d e r s  t h a t  is s u g -  
g e s t i v e  of t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  would fo l low 
a d e f i n i t e  d e c i s i o n  t o  go a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  3 0 t h . *  

A l l  w e  c a n  s a y  f o r  

S u p a r d j o ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  D j a k a r t a  on 28 S e p t e m b e r  a t  
t h e  PKI's c a l l  w o u l d  seem t o  be a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o u p  had been d e c i d e d  by t h e  2 8 t h .  A s  

* A s  a s i d e l i g h t  t o  A i d i t ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  l a s t ' t w o  or  
t h r e e  d a y s  before t h e  c o u p ,  t h e r e  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  
w i f e  r e t u r n e d  t o  I n d o n e s i a  from a y e a r ' s  s t u d y  i n  N o r t h  
Korea o n  27 S e p t e m b e r .  A i d i t  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  r e p o r t -  
e d  t o  h a v e  m e t  h e r  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
of t h e  2 7 t h .  T h u s ,  s h e  was  out of t h e  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  three 
d a y s  before t h e  c o u p .  
w o u l d  h a v e  known about  t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g  before she r e t u r n e d  
' ( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 4 6 a )  

I t  seems most u n l i k e l y  t h a t  s h e  
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n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  S u p a r d j o  was summoned from West B o r n e o  b y  
a p r e a r r a n g e d  s i g n a l  t h a t  t h e  coup  was a b o u t  t o  b e g i n  
--namely, a t e l e g r a m  t h a t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  was s i c k  and h e  
s h o u l d  come t o  D j a k a r t a  immedia te ly :  p re sumab ly ,  e i t h e r  
A i d i t  or Sjam s e n t  t h e  t e l e g r a m .  I n  any  c a s e ,  S u p a r d j o  
r e c e i v e d  i t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  of 28 September  and 
l e f t  immedia t e ly  for D j a k a r t a .  A r r i v i n g  t h e r e  l a t e r  t h a t  
same a f t e r n o o n ,  h e  went f i rs t  t o  h i s  own home i n  S u n t e r  
and  t h e n  d i r e c t l y  t o  S j a m ' s  h o u s e .  I n  h i s  own words: 

Tha t  a f t e r n o o n  I checked  f irst  a t  S j a m ' s  h o u s e .  
I m e t  h im t h e r e  and t a l k e d  w i t h  h i m .  Ev idence  
r e g a r d i n g  a c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s  o b v i o u s l y  

( foo tno te  c o n t i n u e d  from page 146)  \ *  
t o  I n d o n e s i a .  She  c l a i m s  n o t  t o  h a v e  known a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  
a t  a l l .  Af te r  h e r  a r r e s t  by t h e  Army a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  s h e  
t o l d  t h e  Army i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t h a t  " p r i o r  t o  t h e  coup  I had 
n o t  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  coup ,  n o r  were any  i n s i n u a -  
t i o n s  made." She s a i d  t h a t  s h e  w e n t  t o  bed a t  2000 h o u r s  
o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 September  and "heard  a b o u t  t h e  C O U P  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  and was shocked#." 

Some p e o p l e  have  a rgued  t h a t  A i d i t  would n o t  have  
h a d h i s  w i f e  r e t u r n  t o  I n d o n e s i a  i f  he  had known t h a t  
t h e r e  was go ing  t o  be a coup a n d ,  t h u s ,  he  must not 
have  known o r  been i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup p l a n n i n g .  T h i s  
seems a r i d i c u l o u s  a rgument .  O b v i o u s l y ,  A i d i t  was c o n f i -  
d e n t  o f  s u c c e s s  and would have  s e e n  no d a n g e r  i n  Mrs. 
A i d i t ' s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  I n d o n e s i a  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  coup. 
S e c o n d l y ,  he would n o t  have  wanted t o  change  h e r  t r a v e l  
p l a n s  l e s t  i t  a r o u s e  s u s p i c i o n .  I t  i s  an open  q u e s t i o n  
w h e t h e r  he  t o l d  h e r  abou t  t h e  coup a f t e r  s h e  g o t  home. 
The v e r y  n e x t  day a f t e r  h e r  r e t u r n ,  he  made t h e  f i n a l  
d e c i s i o n  on t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  coup.  

- 
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e x i s t e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  t r o o p  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  
i n  S e n a j a n  a n d  a l s o  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  was t a k i n g  p lace  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  of Army 
p e r s o n n e l  i n  D j a k a r t a .  

On t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  2 9 t h  I s a w  D a n i .  I g a v e  
h i m  news from S j a m . , . I  a s k e d  h i m  w h a t  w o u l d  
h a p p e n  i f  t h e r e  was a c o u p  a n d  t h e n  I s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  w e  go first w i t h  a c o u n t e r c o u p .  

S u p a r d j o ' s  m e e t i . n g  w i t h  D a n i  o n - t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 
S e p t e m b e r  is o b v i o u s l y  a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  m e e t i n g  i n  c o n -  
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  coup.  There  is n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  D a n i  a n d  
S u p a r d j o  were more t h a n  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ;  Fer- 
t a i n l y ,  t h e y  were n o t . g o o d  f r i e n d s  a n d  had h a d  n o  r e g u l a r  
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h u s ,  there was  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  
r e a s o n  f o r  S u p a r d j o  t o  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  t o  D a n i  as Commander- 
i n - C h i e f  of t h e  A i r  Force, e x c e p t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
coup. I t  m u s t  be remembered t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  repor t  t o  
G e n e r a l  Y a n i  or S u h a r t o  or  G e n e r a l  Umar or  a n y  o t h e r  of 
h i s  commanding o f f i ce r s  i n  t h e  Army who s h o u l d  n o r m a l l y  
h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  of h i s  p r e s e n c e  i n  D j a k a r t a ;  i n d e e d ,  
h e  made e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  h i s  p r e s e n c e  i n  D j a k a r t a  a 
sec re t  from t h e  Army. 

What D a n i  a n d  S u p a r d j o  a c t u a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e i r  
m e e t i n g  o n  29 S e p t e m b e r  is o n e  of t h o s e  t h i n g s  w e  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  know f o r  sure a b o u t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p - - j u s r  
a s  w e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  know f o r  s u r e  w h a t  D a n i  a n d  
S u k a r n o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  when t h e y  m e t  t o g e t h e r  p r i v a t e l y  t h a t  
same m o r n i n g .  O b v i o u s l y ,  i t  w o u l d  t e l l  us a l o t  a b o u t  t h e  
c o u p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  about  S u k a r n o ' s  a n d  D a n i ' s  r o l e s  i n  i t ,  
i f  w e  knew. I t  c a n  o n l y  be p r e s u m e d  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  w a s  
i n f o r m i n g  D a n i  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was  a b o u t  t o  t a k e  p l a c e ;  Sjam 
may w e l l  h a v e  t o l d  S u p a r d j o  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  t h a t  w a s  se t  
a n d  S u p a r d j o  may h a v e  i n f o r m e d  D a n i  of t h i s ,  so t h a t  D a n i  
could  c h e c k  i t  o u t  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  I t  is a w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
f a c t  t h a t  D a n i  w a s  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  e a r l y  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 
t h e  2 9 t h ,  a n d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e i r  m e e t i n g  l e a v e  no 
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d o u b t  t h a t  i t  was a mat ter  of g r e a t  u r g e n c y  a n a  s e c r e c y .  
S u k a r n o  r e c e i v e d  D a n i  i n  h i s  bedroom i n  t h e  p a l a c e  a h e a d  
of t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  we;-€ w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  f o r  t h e i r  
s c h e d u l e d  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h i s  f a c t  
a l o n e  s h o w s  t h e  access w h i c h  D a n i  h a d  to t h e  P r e s i d e n t ;  
i t  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  S u k a r n o  p r o b a b l y ,  knew w h a t  D a n i  had  
t o  d i s c u s s .  I n  nis i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  D a n i  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a s  follows: 

I reported t o  t h e  P I e S i d e n t  t h a r  there  w a s  a 
g r o u p  w i t h i n  tRe a imy w h i c h  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t n  t h e  Army l e a d e i s h i p  a n d  w h i c h  i n t e n d e d  
t o  make some c h a n g e s  i s a i d  t n a t  I had  h e a r d  
a b o u t  t h i s  from Gen.  S u p a i d j o .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  
o r d e r e d  m e  r o  meet h i m  i n  B o g o r  o n  3 O c t o b e r  
a t  1000 h o u r s  t o g e t h e r  w i t c  Senex a 1  S u p a r d j o .  
Upon r e a c h i n g  home, I s e n t  a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
t o  A i r  Commodore W a t t i m e n a  t o  summon G e n e r a l  
S u p a r d j o  becac lse  he had b e e n  summoned b y  t h e ' '  
P r e s i d e n t  to a p p e a r  o n  3 October. A t  t h a t  
moment G e n e r a l  S u p a r a j o  a r - i v e d  a n d  so I s u b -  
m i t t e d  t.-, him t h e  P r e s i d s n t ' s  summons .... T h e  
n e x t  t i m e  I m e t  Gen. S u p a r d j o  was a t  H a l i m  o n  
1 O c t o b e r .  

As n o t e d  before ,  D a n i  was o f t e n  e v a s i v E  i n  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  
a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  One h a s  t h e  f e e 1 ; n g  t n a t  h e  was c e r t a i n l y -  
n o t  t e l l i n g  t h e  w h o l e  r rc lzh  a b o u t  k i S  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
S u k a r n o  o n  t n e  29 th .  H e  w a s  n o t  too l i k e i y  t o  come r i g h t  
o u t  a n d  a d m i t  t h a t  h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  s e e i n g  S u k a r n o  t h a t  morn- 
i n g  w a s  t o  c o n v e y  a m e s s a g e  ta him rrom A i d i t  a n d  S j a m ,  
v i a  S u p a r d j o ,  t h a t  t h e  coup k o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  t h e  n i g h t  
of t h e  3 0 t h .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  would c e r x a i i i i y  t r y  t o  ph rase  
i t  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  i t  wouid l o o k  a s  t h o u g h  h e  h a d  b e e n  
c o n c e r n e d  t o  w a r n  t h e  P r e s i d e c r  abou t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h e  
had j u s t  l e a r n e d  f r o m  G e n e r a l  S u p a r a z o ,  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  
u n d e r  h i s  command were res t less  a n d  s e a m e d  a b o u t  t o  t a k e  
some k i n d  of a c t i o n .  A c t u a l l y .  i t  Wouid n o t  h a v e  b e e n  t oo  
f a r  from t h e  t r u t h  t o  s a y  t n a t  r.e L e p c z t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
" t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a g r o u p  w i t h i n  :he a rmy w h i c h  w a s  d i s s a t i s -  
f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Army l e a d e z s h r p  a n d  i J t s n d e d  t o  make some 
c h a n g e s ; "  i t  w o u l d  ; as t  n o t  h a v e  been ?ne w h o l e  t r u t h .  
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T h e  m a t t e r  of D a n i ' s  a n d  S u p a r d j o ' s  s c h e d u l e d  a p p o i n t -  
m e n t  w i t h  S u k a r n o  o n  3 O c t o b e r  is ambiguous .  If S u k a r n o  
d i d  i n  f a c t  a s k  D a n i  a n d  S u p a r d j o  t o  come t o  B o g o r  a t  1000 
h o u r s  on  t h e  3 r d ,  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  o n e  of s e v e r a l  
d i f f e r e n t  reasons.  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  
p a r t  t h e y  were t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  c o u p .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  m a t t e r  
t h a t  D a n i  h a d  r a i s e d  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - - n a m e l y ,  t h e  l i k e -  
l i h o o d  of a c o u p  or some o the r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  top Army 
command from w i t h i n  t h e  Army. If S u k a r n o  had r e a l l y  b e e n  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  does n o t  
seem t h a t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  w a i t e d  f i v e  d a y s  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  

- m a t t e r  f u r t h e r  w i t h  D a n i  a n d  S u p a r d j o .  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a p p a r e n t l y  j u s t  a s s u m e d  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  
would  s t i l l  be i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  t h e  3 r d '  a l t h o u g h  h e  m u s t  
h a v e  known t h a t  S u p a r d j o  was away from h i s  command i n  West 
B o r n e o  w i t h o u t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  or p e r m i s s i o n  of h i s  s u p e r i o r s  
i n  t h e  Army. I n  t h e  .Army's e y e s ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  
g u i l t y  of c o n s p i r i n g  t o  k e e p  S u p a r d j o ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  D j a k a r t a  
a secre t .  I n  h i s  s p e e c h  of 12 F e b r u a r y  1967 i n d i c t i n g  
S u k a r n o  f o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n  made 
q u i t e  a p o i n t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was  o n e  of t h e  f e w  
p e o p l e  who  knew t h a t  S u p a r d j o  w a s  i n  D j a k a r t a  f o r  r e a s o n s  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u p  a n d  y e t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  
t h e  a rmy.  If t h e  P r e s i d e n t  e x p e c t e d  t o  meet S u p a r d j o  o n  
3 October ,  a s  h e  t o l d  D a n i ,  h e  e i t h e r  e x p e c t e d  S u p a r d j o ' s  
p r e s e n c e  i n  D j a k a r t a  to  h a v e  become known a n d  j u s t i f i e d  
( a s  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i f  t h e  c o u p  had  b e e n  a success) or  
h e  e x p e c t e d  t o  meet w i t h  h i m  s ec re t ly .  A s  i t  is h i g h l y  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  c o u l d  h a v e  come t o  t h e  P a l a c e  i n  
B o g o r  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  n o t i c e d ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  made 
p l a n s  t o  r e c e i v e  him t h e r e  o n  3 O c t o b e r  w o u l d  seem t o  i n -  
d i c a t e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  d e f i n i t e l y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  
be a f a i t  a c c o m p l i  by t h e n .  

T h e r e  were, of c o u r s e ,  many ways  t h a t  A i d i t  a n d  Sjam 
c o u l d  h a v e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  t i m i n g  of 
t h e  c o u p  t o  S u k a r n o .  D a n i ' s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u k a r n o  o n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  of t h e  2 9 t h  w a s  j u s t  o n e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  o n e  u n c o n f i r m e d  s o u r c e ,  A i d i t  met w i t h  S u b a n d r i o  t h a t  
s'ame m o r n i n g ;  t h e r e  is n o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  was d i s -  
c u s s e d ,  b u t  S u b a n d r i o  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  t r u s t e d  
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t o  r e l a y  a m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . *  A i d i t  w a s  i n  t h e  
company of S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f  l a t e r  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  of 29 
S e p t e m b e r .  They  b o t h  a d d r e s s e d  a m e e t i n g  of u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s  i n  D j a k a r t a .  A l t h o u g h  A i d i t  was  n o t  s c h e d u l e d  t o  
s p e a k ,  S u k a r n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  c l o s e d  h i s  s p e e c h  w i t h  
t h e  words " N o w  w e  m u s t  h e a r  from A i d i t . "  I n  a s h o r t  ex- 
t e m p o r a n e o u s  s p e e c h ,  t h e  PKI c h a i r m a n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " t h e  

*The s u b j e c t  of S u b a n d r i o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p  is 
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c r i o n  of t h e  p a p e r ,  w h i c h  is 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  
p a r t  of t h e  coup l e a d e r s  t o  t a k e  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  a r m y  l e a d e r s h i p .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  h e r e  t h a t  w h e r e a s  
S u b a n d r i o  o b v i o u s l y  knew a b o u t  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  
he w a s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  h y  d i d  
n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n y  way i n  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o u p  it- 
s e l f .  H e  was n o t  e v e n  i n  D j a k a r t a  a t  t h e  time; h e  had  
l e f t  town o n  t h e  2 9 t h  i n  t h e  company of Njoto of t h e  PKI 
a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  o n  a s p e a k i n g  t ou r  
of North S u m a t r a .  T h e y  had  just a r r i v e d  i n  Medan o n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  of 1 October when news of t h e  c o u p  was r e c e i v e d  
t h e r e .  On t h e  e v e  o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ,  S u b a n d r i o  is known 
to  h a v e  confer red  a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  S u k a r n o ;  t h e  n e x t  morn- 
i n g  h e  became v e r y  a c t i v e ,  m e e t i n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  c a b i n e t  
m i n i s t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A i d i t .  W h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e  coup w a s  
d i s c u s s e d  a t  a n y  of t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  is unknown,  b u t  i t  
p r o b a b l y  w a s .  On t h e  n i g h t  of 28 September. S u k a r n o  
would  n o t  y e t  seem t o  h a v e  known t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  d e f i -  
n i t e l y  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e r n b e r - 1  O c t o b e r ,  
s o  h e  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  f o r e w a r n e d  S u b a n d r i o  of t h e  pre-  
c i se  time. However t h e y  b o t h  m u s t  h a v e  known t h a t  i t  
w o u l d  b e  soon, most p r o b a b l y  b e f o r e  S u b a n d r i o  r e t u r n e d  
t o  D j a k a r t a  from h i s  tour .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e y  
p r o b a b l y  d i s c u s s e d  w h a t  S u b a n d r i o  s h o u l d  d o  w h e n  h e  re- 
c e i v e d  word  of t h e  c o u p .  On t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 S e p t e m b e r ,  
A i d i t  w o u l d  h a v e  known t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t ,  so h e  c o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  S u b a n d r i o  t h e n .  

t h e  news of t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 1 O c t o b e r  
.._ S u b a n d r i o  was o b v i o u s l y  n o t  s u r p r i s e d  when ne r e c e i v e d  
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PKI had  become g r e a t ,  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  d a r e d  t o  d o  a n d  
t o  a c t ;  i t  was a l w a y s  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  i ts 
c o n c l u s i o n s  a r r i v e d  a t  c r e a t i v e l y . "  T h e s e  w o r d s  t a k e  o n  
s p e c i a l  m e a n i n g ,  i n  h i n d s i g h t ,  when o n e  r ea l i ze s  t h a t  t h e y  
were s p o k e n  b y  a man who h a d  t h e  n i g h t  before t a k e n  t h e  
f a t e f u l  d e c i s i o n  to a l t e r  t h e  b a l a n c e  of power i n  I n d o n e s i a  
b y  v i o l e n t  m e a n s  a n d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  v e r y  moment p r e p a r a t i o n s  
wer6 w e l l  u n d e r w a y  for t h e  movement to s t a ? t  a b o u t  t h e  same 
time t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t .  We .will p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  know 
w h e t h e r  A i d i z  and S u k a r n o  had t h e  o c c a s i o n  for a n y  p r i v a t e  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  

- T h e  E i g h t h  M e e t i n g :  The O r d e r  To Go 

A t  about t h e  same t ime,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p e o p l e  who were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  d e t a i l s  of t h e  c o u p  were meet- 
i n g  a t  a n o t h e r  p l ace  i n  secret .  I t  was t h e  e i g h t h - - a n d  
l a s t - - m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p .  Once a g a i n ,  t h e y  met a t  
S jam's  h o i l s e ;  b u t  c h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  were f o u r  newcomers  t o  
t h e  g r o u p ,  two whom U n t u n g  knew a n d  two whom h e  d i d  n o t ,  
t h e  first t w o  b e i n g  Gen. S u p a r d j o  a n d  W a l u j o ,  U n t u n g ' s  PKI 
" c o n t a c t "  man from t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  two 
b e i n g  t w o  women w h o s e  i d e n t i t y  r e m a i n s  unknown t o  this d a y .  
( P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e y  were members of t h e  Communist  w o m e n " s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  the.  C e r w a n i ,  w h i c h  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t r a i n -  
i n g  exercises a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a ,  b u t  t h i g  is n o t  a t  a l l  cer- 
t a i n .  > 

A t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e ,  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  armored troops 
was sti l l  n o t  s o l v e d  a n d  Untung w a s  s t i l l  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  
1:; i t  w a s  t h e ' f i r s t  s u b j e c t  r a i s e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  Ap- 
p a r e n t l y ,  L a t i e f  had c h e c k e d  :he a r m o r e d  t r o o p s  t h a t  h a d  
a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  for t h e  Armed F o r c e s  Day c e l e b r a t i o n  
o n  5 O c t o b e r ,  a n d  a c e r t a i n  L t .  S u s i l o  whom S j a m  a n d  P o n o  
had  s a i d  w o u l d  be among tne  t r o o p s  w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  I t  was 
h a r d  t o  c o n v i n c e  Pono t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  be so; h e  k e p t  i n -  
s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  j a s t  "had t o  be t h e r e "  b e c a u s e  
i t  h a d  b e e n  " a r r a n g e d  by a c o m r a d e  i n  Bandung."  (From t h i s ,  
i t  w o u l d  appear  t h a t  i t  was  t h e  f a u l t  of t h e  PKI o f f i c i a l  
i n  B a n d u n g  t h a t  t h e  armor. t h a t  Sjam a n d  Pono k e p t  p r o m i s i n g  
U n t u n g  neve:- m a t e r i a l i z e d ;  t h e y  too h a d  b e e n  m i s l e d  i n  
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b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  care  of.)* Ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  U n t u n g ,  h e  a s k e d  P o n o  how t h e y  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  
p r o c e e d  w i t h  s u c h  v a g u e  a s s u r a n c e s  of armored s u p p o r t  a n d  
n o  d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was a v a i l a b l e . * *  Sjam 
w a s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  l e t  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  armor 
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  orders h e  h a d  from A i d i t  t o  b e g i n  t h e  
movemen t  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t .  U n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  he  was 
I O I * C C ~  t o  o v e r r u l e  U n t u n g  011 t h e  o n e  m i l i t a r y  q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  tlad b e e n  of p r i m e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s - - t h e  n e e d  f o r  armored s u p p o r t .  Sjam 
a n s w e r e d  U n t u n g  t h a t  "as  long  a s  t h e  PASOPATI troops were 
success fu l  i n  t h e i r  m i s s i o n ,  t h e  movemen t  c o u l d  go a h e a d  
w i t h o u  t t h e  c a v a  l r  y . '' 

1. 

._- 
' A l t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  seem t h a t  S j a m  a n d  P o n o  r e a l l y  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  i n  B a n d u n g  had m a d e - t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  h a v e  a r m o r e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
c o u p ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  were d e c e i v i n g  U n t u n g  o n  
this p o i n t .  T h e y  knew t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  C a v a l r y  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  coup p l a n s .  T h e y  may h a v e  l e t  h i m  t h i n k  
t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  care o f ,  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  
l a s t  m o m e n t ,  w h e n  i t  was too l a t e  f o r  h im t o  b a c k  o u t  
of t h e  c o u p  or a r g u e  for  a d e l a y .  H e  d i d  n o t  r ea l i ze  
t h a t  t h e  C a v a l r y  w o u l d  n o t  be c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o u p  u n -  
t i l  l a t e  o n  t h e  2 9 t h .  less t h a n  24 h o u r s  before t h e  c o u p  
w a s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e g i n .  

* * I n  h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  L a t i e f  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  h e  had s e r i o u s  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  g o i n g  ahead  w i t h  
t h e  m o v e m e n t  when  i t  b e c a m e  " o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  were n o  
t a n k s . "  H e  s a i d :  " I n  v i e w  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  I became 
h e s i t a n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  movemen t  a n d  I s a i d  t o  Sjam t h a t  
t h i s  was n o  g a m e ,  t h i s  was a b i g  t h i n g . "  
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A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  L a t i e f  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a s k e d  
S j a m  about  t h e  p l a n s  a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l s  had  b e e n  " d i s p o s e d  
of. ' '  S jam r e p l i e d  t h a t  " a f t e r  P h a s e  I is c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e n  
w e  w i l l  s e n d  a d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . " *  I n  a n s w e r  
'to L a t i e f ' s  q u e s t i o n  'Who would  be i n  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ? '  

I 

- 
* S j a m ' s  comments  a b o u t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  go 

t o  S u k a r n o  are i n t e r e s t i n g ,  f irst  o f  a l l ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  is 
p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p l a n  t h a t  w a s  f o l l o w e d .  [ I t  w i l l  be r e m e m -  
b e r e d  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  w a s  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  
w e n t  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  a r o u n d  0600 h o u r s  o n  t h e  l s t . ]  N o t h i n g  
e l s e  w a s  e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  b y  S j a m  or  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a t  
t h e  S e p t e m b e r  m e e t i n g s  a s  a f o l l o w - u p  p l a n  t o  t h e  k i d -  
n a p p i n g  mis s ions ;  a p p a r e n t l y ,  n o t h i n g  e lse  w a s  p l a n n e d .  
T h i s  is o n e  of t h e  best i n d i c a t i o n s  w e  h a v e  t h a t  t h e  
a c t i o n  t h a t  w a s  p l a n n e d  a s  ' T h e  30 S e o t e m b e r  Movement '  
c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  a r r e s t  a n d  m u r d e r  of t h e  s e v e n  Army 
g e n e r a l s  a n d  a c e r t a i n  p l a n n e d  r e s p o n s e  from S u k a r n o ;  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  was p l a n n e d  w a s  t h e  
m a s s  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  t h a t ,  toge ther  w i t h  S u k a r n o ' s  
b l e s s i n g ,  w o u l d  h a v e  seemed a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  t o  c a r r y  t h e  
d a y  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  
, .  
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Sjam r e p l i e d  "You w i l l  know t h i s  l a t e r . "  T h e r e u p o n ,  h e  
i s s u e d  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  D d a y  would  be t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n g  
a n d  t h e  movement  w o u l d  be c a l l e d  t h e  '30 S e p t e m b e r  Move- 
m e n t . ' *  

I t  is of i n t e r e s t  why t h e  n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e m b e r -  
1 October was c h o s e n  a s  t h e  time f o r  t h e  c o u p  a n d  why t h e  
movement was c a l l e d  "The 30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement ,"  when 
a c t u a l l y  i t  got  u n d e r w a y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  h o u r s  of 
1 October a n d  w a s  proclaimed t o  t h e  w o r l d  o n  1 Oc tobe r .**  
T h e  most commonly h e a r d  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  
c o u p - - t h a t  t h e  3 0 t h  of September was n o t  r e a l l y  c h o s e n  
by t h e  c o u p  l eade r s  a s  t h e  i d e a l  time f o r  t h e i r  c o u p  b u t  
was  t h r u s t  u p o n  t h e m  b y  o u t s i d e  e v e n t s ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  s u d -  
d e n  t u r n  f o r  t h e  worse (or w h a t  seemed l i k e  a s u d d e n  t u r n  
f o r  t h e  worse) i n  S u k a r n o ' s  c o n d i t i o n - - h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
d i s c u s s e d  a n d  d i s m i s s e d  a s  t h e  l i k e l y  e x p l a n a t i o n .  Some 
of t h e  o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  i n c l u d e  

t h e  following: 

I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  t h e  3 0 t h  of 
S e p t e m b e r  w a s  c h o s e n  is s i m p l y  t h a t  i t  h a p p e n -  
e d  t o  be t h e  n i g h t  when U n t u n g  h i m s e l f  w a s  
o n  n i g h t - d u t y  a t  t h e  p a l a c e  a n d  c o u l d  a c t  
w i t h  maximum freedom. Or b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a LI 

T h u r s d a y  n i g h t ,  a t i m e  when,  in u n i v e r s a l  
J a v a n e s e  b e l i e f ,  m a g i c a l  forces a r e  a b r o a d  

* L a t e r ,  when h e  w a s  q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  Sjam's  a n n o u n c e -  
m e n t  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  L a t i e f  t o l d  h i s  a rmy i n t e r r o g a t o r s :  
"I a s k e d  S j a m  i f  t h i s  was t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  CC/PKI a n d  
A i d i t ;  i f  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e ,  w e  w o u l d  accept  it b e c a u s e  
i t  w a s  t h e  p a r t y  s p e a k i n g ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  h a d  
a g r e a t  many q u e s t i o n s . "  

* * S u k a r n o  was t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  t o  refer t o  t h e  c o u p  a s  
t h e  1 O c t o b e r  Movement.  H e  u s e d  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  word 
" G e s t o k , "  m e a n i n g  1 O c t o b e r .  T h e  Army h a d  i n v e n t e d  a n  

. i n g e n i o u s  acronym--Gestapu--from t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  words f o r  
"30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement"--"Gerakan - September T i j a  P u l u h . "  

- T h e y  were u s i n g  t h e  word, w i t h  a l l - i t s  Nazi Z o n n o G t i o n s ,  
a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  name of t h e  c o u p .  S u k a r n o  o b v i o u s l y  w a s '  
h o p i n g  t o  h a v e  "Ges tok"  a c c e p t e d  i n  p l a c e  of " G e s t a p u " .  
I t  n e v e r  w a s .  T h e  word " C e s t a p u "  w i l l  be f o r e v e r  a s soc i -  
a t e d  w i t h  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  
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a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s u p p o r t  a r e  most 
r e a d i l y  o b t a i n e d .  Malam D j u m a t  b e g i n s  a t  
sundown on 30 September a n d  c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  
t h e  new d a y  b r e a k s  o n  1 O c t o b e r .  I t  is a 
n i g h t  f o r  m e l e k a n ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of s t a y i n g  u p  
a l l  n i g h t  i n  p r a y e r  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n .  We know 
t h a t  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  c o u p  M r s .  Y a n i  a n d  
G e n e r a l  a n d  M r s .  Parman were e n g a g e d  i n  
m e l e k a n .  T h u s ,  t h e  3 0 t h  of September w o u l d  
h a v e  i ts own esoter ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i n d i c a t -  
i n g  t h e  moment of I n s p i r a t i o n .  

A c t u a l l y ,  n o n e  of t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  con-  
v i n c i n g .  U n t u n g  was n o t  on d u t y  a t  t h e  p a l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  
n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e m b e r - 1  October; he  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e p o r t  
f o r  d u t y  sometime a r o u n d  0700-0800 t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g .  A 
l i t t l e  w h i l e  before  he  was d u e  t o  r e p o r t ,  h e  s i m p l y  ca l l ed  
u p  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  be l a t e  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  T h u s ,  i t  
r e a l l y  made n o  d i f f e r e n c e  w h e t h e r  h e  was o r  was  n o t  o n  
d u t y  w i t h  t h e  T j a k r a b l r a w a  Palace G u a r d  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
c o u p .  T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  associat ions w h i c h  t h e  3 0 t h  of S e p t -  
ember m i g h t  h a v e  had for U n t u n g  a n d  some of t h e  o ther  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who were i n c l i n e d  t o w a r d  m y s t i c i s m  w o u l d  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a major c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i t h  A i d i t  
or Sjam or a n y  of t h e  o t h e r  PKI l e a d e r s ;  a n d ,  i f  o n e  t h i n g  
is c l e a r ,  i t  is t h a t  i t  was A i d i t  a n d  t h e  PKI who were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  c o u p ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  U n t u n g ,  
who h a d  r e a s o n s  f o r  w a n t i n g  t o  d e l a y .  

- 

T h e r e  w a s  p r o b a b l y  no  s p e c i a l  r e a s o n  why t h e  3 0 t h  
of S e p t e m b e r  w a s  c h o s e n  as t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  As we 
h a v e  s e e n ,  Sjam h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  t h e  2 9 t h  a s  t h e  d a t e  
b u t  h a d  r e l a x e d  t h e  d e a d l i n e  when U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  o thers  
c o n v i n c e d  him t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  be com- 
p l e t e d  b y  t h e n .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  A i d i t  a n d  Sjarn were de termined  
t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be no d e l a y  pas t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  m o n t h ,  
h o w e v e r .  September 3 0 t h  w a s  t h e  l a s t  d a y  t h e y  would con- 
s i d e r .  E x a c t l y  why t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a ma t t e r  of s u c h  
u r g e n c y  is n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  c l e a r - - w h e t h e r  i t  was b e c a u s e  
t h e y  g e n u i n e l y  feared some act ion b y  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  
on or  before Armed Forces Day on  5 O c t o b e r  or b e c a u s e  t h e y  
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were c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e i r  own p l a n s ,  
w h i c h  by t h e n  i n v o l v e d  a l a r g e r  number of p e r s o n s  t h a n  
c o u l d  be c o u n t e d  o n  t o  k e e p  t h e  secre t .*  

As for t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c a l l  t h e  movement  "The 30 
S e p t e m b e r  Movement," Sjam p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  of t h e  move- 
m e n t  a s  b e g i n n i n g  o n  t h e  3 0 t h ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  a c t u a l  r a i d s  
o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes were n o t  made u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  morn- 
i n g  h o u r s  of t h e  1st. ?he t roops  were a s s e m b l e d  a t  H a l i m  
t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  b y  m i d n i g h t  e v e r y t h i n g  was ready  t o  go. 
A i d i t  a n d  Sjam may h a v e  h a d  o n e  d e f i n i t e  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  
w a n t i n g  to c a l l  t h e  movement  ':The 1 O c t o b e r  Movement; ' '  t h a t  
is t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n . o f  t h e  d a t e  w i t h  Communist  C h i n a ' s  N a -  

b e h i n d  a c o u p  i n  I n d o n e s i a  t h a t  was named a f t e r  t h e  Grea t  
October R e v o l u t i o n  i n  C h i n a .  A s  i t ' w a s ,  t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  
c o u p  o n  1 October was p r o b a b l y  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h i n g  f o r  
t h e  PKI; i t  s u g g e s t e d  a c e r t a i n  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n , t h e  
C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  c o u p  i n  I n d o n e s i a  w h i c h ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of 
w h e t h e r  i t  was t r u e  or n o t ,  was u s e d  t o  d i s c r e d i t  b o t h  
t h e  CCP a n d  t h e  PKI i n  I n d o n e s i a  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  i d e a  
t h a t  "The 30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement" w a s  named f o r  t h e  d a y  
t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  t o  go a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  
c o u p ,  a s  some o b s e r v e r s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d ,  is n o t  s u p p o r t e d  
b y  t h e  e v i d e n c e ,  w h i c h  l e a v e s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i -  
s i o n  was made a t  l e a s t  a d a y  or t w o  before t h a t .  

- t i o n a l  Day.  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI was 

The L a s t - M i n u t e  PKI P r e b a r a t i o n s  

After t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
o r d e r  from Sjam a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  o n  
29 S e p t e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  movement ,  now o f f i c i a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  

* I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p a p e r ,  w h i c h  c e n t e r s  
a r o u n d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p  a n d  t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d -  

... i n g  u p  t o  t h a t  d e c i s i o n ,  A i d i t ' s  t h i n k i n g  w i t h  respect t o  
._ t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  is e x a m i n e d  i n  much g r e a t e r  d e t a i l .  
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30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement ,  w o u l d  b e g i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n g ,  
t h e  word  was q u i c k l y  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  town t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l o t .  For t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y - f o u r  
h o u r s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  be e n g a g e d  i n  f r a n t i c ,  l a s t - m i n u t e  pre- 
p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  were somehow k e p t  secre t  d e s p i t e  t h e  
f l u r r y  of a c t i v i t y .  N j o n o ,  t h e  C h i e f  of t h e  G r e a t e r  
D j a k a r t a  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  PKI w h o  w a s  t h e  PKI man i n  
c h a r g e  of t h e  " o p e r a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s "  for 
t h e  coup, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  of a reserve force 
of PKI v o l u n t e e r s ,  who had  b e e n  s t a y i n g  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  
w i t h  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s ,  w a s  n o t i f i e d  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  
D-Day s o m e t i m e  a r o u n d  1 7 0 0  h o u r s  o n  29 S e p t e m b e r ,  v i a  a 

-PKI c o u r i e r  who was s e n t  o u t  t o  H a l i m .  H e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a l e r t e d  t h e  PKI o r g a n i z a t i o n  for t h e  D j a k a r t a  a r ea .  
Sometime a r o u n d  m i d n i g h t ,  t h e  5 PKI command p o s t s  i n  
t h e  c i t y  were i s s u e d  orders t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
" s p e c i a l  s e c u r i t y  force" (TIK) members ,  w h i c h  was w h a t  t h e  
v o l u n t e e r s  who had  r e c e i v e d  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t  L u b a n g  
B u a j a  were c a l l e d ;  t h e y  were t o l d  to r e p o r t  t o  t h e  command 
pos t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  " i m m e d i a t e l y . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s o u r c e ,  
t h e  TIK troops were t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  be away from home 
f o r  a l o n g  p e r i o d ;  t h e y  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  b r i n g  o n l y  t h e  
c l o t h i n g  t h e y  had  o n ,  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  be i s s u e d  u n i f o r m s  a n d  
w e a p o n s  when t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  Lubang B u a j a . *  S e v e r a l  A i r  
Force t r u c k s  were s e e n  a t  o n e  of t h e  command h e a d q u a r t e r s  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  a n d  i t  is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  were u s e d  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  t h e  t r o o p s  to Lubang B u a j a .  A t  Lubang B u a j a ,  

*The v o l u n t e e r s  who were i n t e r r o g a t e d  b y  t h e  Army a f t e r  
t h e  c o u p  g a v e  v e r y  much t h e  same s t o r y  a s  t o  when a n d  w h e r e  
t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a r m s  t h e y  used i n  t h e  c o u p .  Around n o o n  
o n  t h e  3 0 t h  t h e y  were g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a  
a n d  g i v e n  f i r ea rms  w i t h  t h e  s t r i c t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  " to  pro- 
tect  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t o  s u s p e c t  e v e n  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  t o  s h o o t  
a n y o n e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f lee." One v o l u n t e e r  reca l led  t h a t  
" h e  a n d  o t h e r  y o u t h s  were t a k e n  by b u s  to  L u b a n g  B u a j a  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  2 9 t h - 3 0 t h  and a t  1400 h o u r s  t h e  
n e x t  d a y  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  w e a p o n s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  c l o t h i n g  w i t h  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  be o n  t h e i r  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  m i l i t a r y  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  area:' 
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t h e  v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s  j o i n e d  t h e  1 ,500 v o l u n t e e r s  who had 
a r r i v e d  t h e r e  t h e  d a y  before t o  b e g i n  t h e i r  week of m i l i -  
t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  3 r d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  t o  be c o n d u c t e d  
by t h e  A i r  Force s i n c e  11 S e p t e m b e r .  

A t  N j o n o ' s  order,  t h e  D j a k a r t a  PKI command p o s t s  
a d v i s e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i e l d  p o s t s  u n d e r  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
t o  be a l e r t  f o r  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  24 h o u r s .  P a r t y  
members were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  g i v e  n o  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  m i l i t a r y  
u n i t s  u n l e s s  t h e  u n i t s  w e r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  known P a r t y  
o f f i c i a l s ;  i f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  were v o u c h e d  fo r  b y  
P K I  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  l o c a l  f i e l d  p o s t s  were t o  f e e d ,  s h e l t e r ,  
a n d  a s s i s t  t h e m  i n  a n y  way t h a t  was n e e d e d .  

i n g s ,  c o n d u c t e d  b y  S u d i s m a n  h i m s e l f ,  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t -  
tee o f f i c e  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  t h e  2 9 t h .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n -  
t e r r o g a t i o n  of PKI/CC member S u w a r d i n i n g s i h ,  S u d i s q a n  ex- 
p l a i n e d  t h a t  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Army w o u l d  s o o n  pre- 
empt t h e  c o u p  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  
a R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w h i c h  t h e  PKI w o u l d  s u p p o r t .  S u w a r d i n  - 
i n g s i h  w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  o r a l  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  
P a l e m b a n g  Greater  R e g i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  i n  S o u t h  S u m a t r a ; *  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  r e c e i v e d  spec ia l  b r i e f -  

*On 1 October ,  S u w a r d i n i n g s i h  h e a r d  U n t u n g ' s  r a d i o  a n -  
n o u n c e m e n t .  U s i n g  t h e  name of Mrs. S u k o n o ,  s h e  l e f t  D j a k -  
a r t a  b y  p l a n e  a t  1100 h o u r s  t h a t  m o r n i n g  a n d  a r r i v e d  i n  
P a l e m b a n g  a t  1230 h o u r s .  H e r  t a s k  w a s  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  o r a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  g i v e n  h e r  by S u d i s m a n  t o  t h e  P a l e m b a n g  R e g i o n a l  
C o m m i t t e e  (CDB). A t  t h e  P a l e m b a n g  CDB o f f i c e ,  s h e  m e t  a n d  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  CDB l e a d e r s h i p .  A f t e r  
s h e  h a d  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from S u d i s m a n ,  s h e  d i s -  
cussed  t h e  m e a n s  fo r  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  down- 
ward ,  how t o  m u s t e r  broad s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  c o u p  from t h e  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  o f f i -  
c i a l s  i n  P a l e m b a n g ,  a n d  how t o  u n d e r t a k e  a broad c a m p a i g n  
i n  t h e  form of w a l l  w r i t i n g ,  p a s t i n g  of p l a c a r d s ,  posters ,  

. e tc .  I n  t h e  hope of g e t t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  r e g i o n a l  
e x e c u t i v e  b o a r d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  movement ,  s h e  go t  t h e  Palem- 
b a n g  CDB t o  i s s u e  a s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p  i n  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  158) - 
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p r e s u m a b l y ,  s h e  was o n e  of s e v e r a l  e n v o y s  of t h e  CC/PKI 
s e n t  b y  S u d i s m a n  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  committees of t h e  
P K I  for t h e  p u r p o s e  of m o b i l i z i n g  a n d  l e a d i n g  t h e  PKI p r o -  
gram i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p .  

Some of t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  PKI l e a d e r s ,  l i k e  Pe r i s  
Pardede ,  w h o  were members of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  
Sec re t a r i a t ,  had  b e e n  b r i e f e d  o n  t h e  c o u p  s e v e r a l  d a y s  
e a r l i e r .  On 26 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  members of t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  
w h i c h  S u d i s m a n  h e a d e d ,  were i n f o r m e d  t h a t  a c o u p  w o u l d  
take place sometime before  5-6 October, b u t  n o  d e f i n i t e  
d a t e  was set .  S u d i s m a n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " s i n c e  t h i s  a c t i o n  
is t o  be p u r e l y  a m i l i t a r y  o n e ,  o u r  w o r k e - s  m u s t  c a r r y  out 
t h e i r  work a s  n o r m a l .  However ,  i t  is poss ib l e  t h a t  t h e  
a c t i o n  may n o t  s u c c e e d  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  our  p e r s o n n e l  m u s t  
be s c a t t e r e d ,  some i n  D j a k a r t a  a n d  t h e  res t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  
H e  a s k e d  Per i s  P a r d e d e ,  who w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e - m e e t i n g ,  
i f  h e  h a d  a n y  p r e f e r e n c e  a s  t o  w h e r e  he w o u l d  l b k e  to  go; 
a t  h i s  own r e q u e s t ,  P a r d e d e  was a s s i g n e d  t o  Medan. He was 
t o l d  t o  awa i t  l a t e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  when h e  w o u l d  be i n f o r m e d  
of t h e  exac t  d a t e  of t h e  c o u p ;  h e  s h o u l d  be p r e p a r e d  t o  
l e a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Ap- 
p a r e n t l y ,  P a r d e d e  was i n f o r m e d  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  t i m -  
i n g  of t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  2 9 t h ;  h e  l e f t  D j a k a r t a  a b o u t  24 
h o u r s  l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  h o u r s  of t h e  lst,  when 
t h e  c o u p  was j u s t  g e t t i n g  u n d e r w a y .  A p p a r e n t l y  h e  w a s  
s u r p r i s e d  t o  d i s c o v e r ,  u p o n  s t o p p i n g  b y  t h e  ,CC/PK.Z' head- 
q u a r t e r s  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  3 0 t h ,  t h a t  t h e  word a b o u t  
t h e  c o u p  h a d  f i l t e r e d  down t o  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  f57r 
its name. A l t o g e t h e r ,  S u w a r d i n i n g s i h  h e l d  4 m e e t i n g s  w i t h  
t h e  P a l e m b a n g  CDB l e a d e r s h i p ,  o n  1 O c t o b e r ,  3 O c t o b e r ,  
5 O c t o b e r ,  a n d  6 O c t o b e r .  A t  t h e  l a t t e r  m e e t i n g s  they d i s -  
cussed t h e  s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  CDB o f f i ce  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  c o u p ;  t h e s e  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  s e i z u r e  of a l l  t h e  CDB office e q u i p m e n t .  A t  

. _  . t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g ,  S u w a r d i n i n g s i h  w a r n e d  h e r  c o m r a d e s  t o  
exercise g r e a t  care a n d  n o t  t o  be d i s h e a r t e n e d  b y  t h e  wave  
of t e r ror  t h a t  was b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  a g a i n s t  the PKI. 
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p a r t y  workers,  so q u i c k  had b e e n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  i n f o r m  
p a r t y  members of t h e  secre t  u n d e r t a k i n g  i n  t h e  o f f i n g .  
34-Pardede's own words: 

On 30 S e p t e m b e r  a t  a b o u t  1100 I w e n t  t o  t h e  
o f f i ce  of t h e  CC/PKI i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  p i c k  u p  a 
h a n d b a g  in order to l e a v e  o n  my "go-to-the- 
people" t r i p .  Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  
t h e  comrade who  g a v e  m e  t h e  p o u c h  b y  t h e  name 
of' N u r a l i ,  t h e  d e p u t y  chief of s t a f f  of t h e  
CC/PKI s ec re t a r i a t ,  s a i d  t o  m e  'When a r e  y o u  
l e a v i n g ? '  I r e p l i e d  'tomorrow, v e r y  e a r l y , '  
T h e n  h e  s a i d  ' p e r h a p s  y o u  w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  
t o  l e a v e ,  b e c a u s e  l a t e r  o n  t o n i g h t  t h e  a n t i -  
g e n e r a l s  p e o p l e  w i l l  p l a y  t h e i r  game.' H e  
m e a n t  t h a t  t h e y  would  s tage  a c o u p .  I t h e n  
a s k e d  'Where d i d  you h e a r  t h i s  from?' H e  
r e p l i e d  ' from Ngatman,  whom I know a s  a member 
of t h e  D j a k a r t a  v e t e r a n s  e x e c u t i v e  b o a r d .  
I t h e n  s a i d  ' R e p o r t  t h i s  t o  S u d i s m a n . '  He 
s a i d  'Ahn,  Bung Disman c e r t a i n l y  a l r e a d y  k n o w s . '  
"Even so, l e t  him know, '  I s a i d  f u r t h e r .  I 
d i d n ' t  q u i t e  b e l i e v e  h e a r i n g  t h i s  from a 
s t a f f  member, who i n  my t h i n k i n g  w o u l d  n o t  
know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s .  ... I c o n t i n u e d  t o  
make p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p a r t y ' s  a s s i g n m e n t  
t o  go t o  Medan; I l e f t  my h o u s e  a t  0200 o n  
1 October. 

I. 

T h e  L a s t - M i n u t e  M i l i t a r y  P r e p a r a t i o n s  

W i t h  t h e  PKI o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  D j a k a r t a  a l e r t e d  t o  a 
c o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  24 h o u r s  a n d  w i t h  e n v o y s  of t h e  PKI/CC 
o n  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  r e g i o n s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c o u p ,  when i t  
h a p p e n e d ,  t o  t h e  people i n  t h e  areas ,  a s p e c i a l  b r i e f i n g  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders  of t h e  v a r i o u s  u n i t s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  c o u p  was h e l d  a t  Lubang B u a j a  a r o u n d  mid-day on t h e  
3 0 t h .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  L a t i e f  was o r i g i n a l l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  

t h e r e  a n d  so D u l  Arief, t h e  commander of t h e  PASOPATI 
. . g i v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  b u t  for some r e a s o n  h e  was u n a b l e  t o  be 

- troops w h i c h  were c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  Army 

-- 
I 

i 
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... 

g e n e r a l s ,  g a v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g ;  n e i t h e r  l i n t u n g  n o r  S u j o n o  w a s  
p r e s e n t .  D u l  Arief e x p l a i n d d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p  
forces i n t o  t h r e e  commands: T h e  K i d n a p p i n g  and  A t t a c k i n g  
Command (PASOPATI) u n d e r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  C i t y  C o n t r o l  
Command (BIMASAKTI) u n d e r  C a p t .  S u r a d i ,  a n d  t h e  B a s e  Com- 
mand (PRINGGODANI) u n d e r  Major G a t o t  S u k r i s n o ;  t h e  t h r e e  
commands w o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  a C e n t r a l  Command. H e  
t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  a s s i g n m e n t s  of t h e  command- 
ers a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  L u b a n g  B u a j a  w a s  t o  be " t h e  m a i n  
c e n t e r  of p r e p a r a t i o n ,  m e a n i n g  t h a t  t h e  t roops  p a r t i c i p a t -  
i n g  i n  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  depa r t  from there  a n d  r e t u r n  t h e r e . "  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ngadimo,  o n e  of t h e  Company commanders  from 
t h e  5 3 0 t h  b a t t a l i o n ,  who was a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  D u l  Arief 
" e s s e n t i a l l y  t o l d  t h e  commanders  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  

- e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d ,  if t h e r e  was a n y  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t o  meet i t  
w i t h  force.' ' A t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  he a s k e d  Ngadimo 
t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  t ac t ics  t o  be u s e d  i n  t h e  c a p t u r e  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s ;  Ngadimo e l a b o r a t e d  t h e  p l a n  of a t t a c k  t h a t  ,was 
u s e d  a t  each  of t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes: t h a t  of h a v i n g  one 
c o n t i n g e n t  of troops s u r r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  a n o t h e r  p a t r o l  
t h e  s t reets  o u t s i d e ,  w h i l e  t h e  t h i r d  c o n t i n g e n t  w e n t  i n s i d e  
t h e  h o u s e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t .  

We know v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  coup 
l eade r s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  of t h e  3 0 t h .  P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  o f f i ce r s  were e n g a g e d  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s .  
T h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p  d u r i n g  t h e  
w h o l e  m o n t h  of S e p t e m b e r  h a d  b e e n  p r e t t y  much l i m i t e d  t o  
t h e  e v e n i n g  h o u r s ,  so as n o t  to a r o u s e  s u s p i c i o n  b y  t h e i r  
b e i n g  a b s e n t  from w o r k .  No d o u b t ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e f u l  t h e  d a y  before t h e  c o u p  t o  d o  n o t h i n g  
t h a t  was o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  a n d  l i k e l y  t o  a t t r a c t  a n y  a t -  
t e n t i o n .  S u j o n o  s p e n t  t h e  d a y  a s  h e  had  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  
t h r e e  w e e k s - - t r a i n i n g  t h e  Communist  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  H a l i m .  
As f a r  as is known, U n t u n g  and  L a t i e f  were p e p f o r m i n g  t h e i r  
n o r m a l  d u t i e s  w i t h  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  Palace G u a r d  a n d  t h e  
1st I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  We h a v e  n o  r e p o r t s  o n  
w h a t  A i d i t ,  Sjam, S u p a r d j o - - o r  S u k a r n o  a n d  D a n i - - d i d  d u r i n g  
t h e  day. T h e r e  may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  some k i n d  of communica-  
t i o n  b e t w e e n  them,  p e r h a p s  e v e n  a m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  c e r t a i n  
of t h e m ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be of c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o n -  
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p ;  b u t  t h e r e  is n o  e v i d e n c e  of a n y .  



I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  S u j o n o  is known t o  h a v e  a t -  
t e n d e d  t o  o n e  matter of c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  c o u p :  
a r r a n g i n g  f o r  a s a f e  place f o r  t h e  VIPs who were t o  be s a f e -  
g u a r d e d  a t  H a l i m .  T h e  d u t y  was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  VIP 
S e c u r i t y  Command, a n d  S u j o n o  h a d  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  commander  
of t h e  VIP S e c u r i t y  Command. A p p a r e n t l y ,  h i s  orders were 
t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  were t o  be s a f e g u a r d e d  a t  H a l i m :  
S u k a r n o ,  S u b a n d r i o ,  A i d i t ,  A l i  Sastroamidjojo,  a n d  h ' j o t o .  * 
On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  3 0 t h ,  S u j o n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
a s k e d  h i s  a i d e ,  Sgt.  S u j a t n o ,  " to  look f o r  a p lace  w h e r e  
c e r t a i n  o f f i c i a l s  c o u l d  be s a f e g u a r d e d . "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  
own t e s t i m o n y ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  h e  h a d  i n  m i n d  were S u b a n d r i o ,  
A i d i t ,  A l i  Sastroamidjojo,  a n d  Njoto; h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  f i n d  
a p l a c e  for S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f . * *  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u j o n o  was also i n  charge of t h e  a r r a n g e -  
m e n t s  f o r  t h e  u s e  of t h e  Aerial S u r v e y  O f f i c e  i n  D j a k a r t a  
as t h e  C e n t r a l  Command h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  c o u p .  ?e w e n t  

* O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e s e  p l a n s  were made befoze i t  was known 
t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  w o u l d  be o u t  of town a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
c o u p .  If h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  h e  would  a h o s t  c e c t a i n l j r  
h a v e  g o n e  t o  H a l i m ,  a s  b o t h  S u k a r n o  a n d  A i d i t  d i d .  

* * A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u j o n o  d i d  n o t  d e c i d e  o n  a p l a c e  * f o r  
S u k a r n o  u n t i l  t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  1st. A t  0530 h o u r s  o n  
t h e  lst, he is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  g o n e  t o  t h e  home of Corn- 
modore S u s a n t o  w h i c h  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e .  
i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w o u l d  come t o  S u s a n t o ' s  
home when h e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  a i r b a s e  l a t e r  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  
A t  0600 h o u r s ,  S u j o n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  
O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  a t  H B l i m  t o  t e l l  D a n i ,  v i a  h i s  
a d j u t a n t ,  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  a r r i v e  a t  H a l i m  b e t w e e n  - 
0800 a n d  0900 h o u r s  a n d  w o u l d  be b r o u g h t  t o  S u s a n t o ' s  
h o u s e .  A t  0630 h o u r s ,  S u j o n o  w e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  A e r i a l  
S u r v e y  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  in D j a k a r t a  w h e r e  U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  
Sjam, a n d  Pono h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command. 
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t o  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  h i m s e l f ,  sometime a r o u n d  1730 
h o u r s  o n  t h e  3 0 t h ,  b u t  a p p s r e n t l y  h e  was n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  i ts u s e  b y  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day .  
He t h e n  a s k e d  A i r  Force C o l .  Hero, w h o  m o s t  h a v e  had bet-  
t e r  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  m a t t e r .  
After H e r u  made t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  A e r i a l  
S u r v e y  O f f i c e  t o  prepare t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  c o u p  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

S u j o n o  was o c c u p i e d  w i t h  a nu.: ei' oi o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
e r r a n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  a n d  n i g h t  of t h e  3 0 t h ,  s u c h  
as c h e c k i n g  o n  t h e  s u p p l y  of A i r  Force w e a p o n s  f o r  t h e  
v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t i n g  A i d i t  t o  H a l i m .  But  somehow,  
h e  managed  t o  s q u e e z e  i n  a r e v i e w  of t h e  t r o o p s  a t  Lubang 

- B u a j a .  T h e  r e v i e w  h a d  b e e n  s c h e d t i l e d  f o r  a r o u n d  m i d n i g h t ,  
and w e  know t h a t  U n t u n g ,  L a ' i i e f .  Sjam, P o n o ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  
S u p a r d j o  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a b o u t  2230 h o u r s ; *  S u j o n o  a n d  . 
M a j o r  S u k i r n o ,  t h e  Commander of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n p .  go t  
t h e r e  a n  h o u r  o r  s o  l a t e r .  T h e  t r o o p s  t h e m s e l v e s  h a d  b e e n  
a s s e m b l i n g  a t  Lubang B u a j a  s i n c e  e a r l y  e v e n i n g .  S e v e r a l  
of t h e  u n i t s  had b e e n  i n  a d r i l l  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  i n  r e h e a r s a l  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  p a r a d e  t h a t  w a s  p l a n n e d  f o r  Armed Forces 
b a y  o n  5 O c t o b e r ;  S u h a r t o  h i m s e l f  had  r e v i e w e d  t h e  d r i l l  
o n l y  a m a t t e r  of h o u r s  before these  same t r o o p s  were i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  a c t i o n . * *  T h e  t r o o p s  had  o n l y  j u s t  

*Untung had  g o n e  t o  S j a m ' s  h o u s e  a r o u n d  2100 h o u r s .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  w a s  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  w o u l d  m e e t  
there  b e c a u s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L n t u n g ,  " t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  p a r t y  
c o n s i s t i n g  of m y s e l f ,  Gen. S C p 2 r d J 0 ,  C o l .  L a t i e f ,  Sjam, 
.and P o n o  w e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  B a s e  i n  a c i l i l i a n  T o y o t a  J e e p  
w h i c h  b e l o n g e d  t o  C o l .  L a t i e f  a n d  a Mazda w h i c h  b e l o n g e d  
t o  Sjam. L u b a n g  B u a j a  w a s  q u i t e  b u s y  w i t h  t r o o p  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s .  '' 

**Somehow, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  had r e v i e w e d  t h e  troops of 
t h e  4 5 4 t h  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  before t h e  c o u p  made i t  come as 
a n  e v e n  greater  s u r p r i s e  t o  S u h a r t o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  
.been i n v o l v e d  i n  a c o u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  A X I ~  Command t h a t  v e r y  
. n i g h t .  
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r e t u r n e d  to t h e  b a r r a c k s  from t h e  d a y ' s  d u t y  when t h e y  
were . o r d e r e d  t o  Lubang B u a j a . *  T h u s ,  t h e r e  had b e e n  no  
s u s p i c i o u s  movement of t r o o p s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y l i g h t  h o u r s  , 
j u s t  a s  t h e r e  had  b e e n  no  u n u s u a l  a c t i v i t y  on  t h e  p a r t  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup d u r i n g  t h e  
d a y .  

A f t e r  t h e i r  r e v i e w  of t h e  t r o o p s  a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  
t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  were a p p a r e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  
e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  r e a d y  fo r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  b e g i n - - a l t h o u g h  
t h e y  were n o t  t o t a l l y  happy w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  made. A t  Lubang Bua ja ;  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  a l a s t -  
m i n u t e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  " t h e  p r e p a r a -  

u n i t  of t h e  A h  Force Q u i c k  A c t i o n  (PGT) t roops - -had  n o t  
b e e n  made." I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  the PGT troops be re- 
p l a c e d  "by a p l a t o o n  of troops from t h e  masses ( i . e .  t h e  
Communist v o l u n t e e r s )  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of C a p t .  G a t o t . "  
However ,  C o l .  L a t i e f  a n d  L'ntung r e j e c t e d  t h i s  b e c a u d e  " t h e  
t roops  c o u l d  n o t  be g u a r a n t e e d " - - i n  U n t u n g ' s  words .  ( T h i s  
is a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  
t h e  Communist  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  p l a y  a r o l e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  seize t h e  g e n e r a l s  or s u r r o u n d  t h e  palace a n d  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n ;  t h e y  t h o u g h t  of them as a r e s e r v e  force i n  t h e  

- t i o n s  promised :by Sdjono--namely,  t h e  a r r a n g i n g  for a 

-J 

* A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  s t a g i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  m i l i -  
t a r y  troops i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  w a s  a l i t t l e  removed 
from t h e  t r a i n i n g  s i t e  of t h e  Communist v o l u n t e e r s ,  e v e n  
t h o u g h  t h e y  were b o t h  a t  Lubang B u a j a ;  so t h e  two groups 
were n e v e r  i n  close p r o x i m i t y .  T h i s  would  seem t o  be t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  for t h e  v a g u e n e s s  of many of t h e  r e g u l a r  m i l i -  
t a r y  men i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  p a r t  
p l a y e d  by t h e  Communist v o l u n t e e r s  i n  t h e  c o u p .  I t  w i l l  
be remembered  t h a t  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  were n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  
a n y  of t h e  r a i d s  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes  or t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  pa lace  and  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ;  t h e y  ap- 
p e a r e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e  i n  D j a k a r t a  much l a t e r  i n  t h e  d a y ,  

and  t h e  c i t y  b a c k  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of S u h a r t o  a n d  t h e  Army. 
.when  t h e  s i l e n t  s t r u g g l e  f o r  D j a k a r t a  was almost o v e r  
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d e f e n s e  of H a l i m  o n l y - - a n d  p o s s i b l y ,  l a t e r ,  a s  a s p e a r h e a d  
f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  mass a c t i o n  program t h a t  was p l a n n e d  i n  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p ,  i f  a l l  had g o n e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n . )  
A c c o r d i n g  T O  Untung:  

i t  was r a t h e r  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s  of Maj. S u j o n o  w e r e  n o t  too good. When 
L t .  D u l  Arief r epor t ed  t o  me t h a t  t h e  PGT 
r r o o p s  were n o t  t h e r e ,  I t o l d  him t o  r e g u l a t e  
t h e  PASOPATI a s s i g n m e n t s  w i t h  less p e r s o n n e l  
s i n c e  o n e  t a rge t  w a s  m i s s i n g ,  n a m e l y ,  G e n e r a l  
S u k e n d r o . *  T h e n ,  Lt. D u l  Arief g a v e  a f i n a l  
b r i e f i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was over,  a t  
0130 h o u r s  o n  1 O c t o b e r ,  t h e  PASOPATI t r o o p s  
p u l l e d  o u t  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  t a rge t s ,  w i t h  t h e  
s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  D h o u r  was 0500 h o u r s .  T h e  
l e a d e r s ,  n a m e l y  I m y s e l f ,  Gen. S u p a r d j o ,  Col. 
L a t i e f ,  Sjam, a n d  P o n o  w e n t  t o  t h e  first head,, 
q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  Aerial  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g .  
W e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a b o u t  0200 h o u r s .  

A s  m e n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r ,  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  t r o o p s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  a c t i o n  seem to  h a v e  had  n o  r e a l  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g  of t h e  drama i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p l a y e d  a p a r t .  T h e y  
were g i v e n  o n l y  t h e  o n e  b r i e f i n g  b y  D u l  Arief s h o r t l y  be- 
g o r e  t h e y  d e p a r t e d  on  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  i n t o  D j a k a r t a .  ,& h e  
e x p l a i n e d  i t ,  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  was g o i n g  t o  s t a g e  a 
c o u p  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o ;  a s  members of t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  Pa lace  
G u a r d  a n d  o t h e r  u n i t s  l o y a l  t o  S u k a r n o ,  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
ca l l ed  u p o n  " to  effect  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s a f e t y  
of t h e  P r e s i d e n t . "  S u k a r n o  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be i n  "great 
d a n g e r ' '  a n d  t h e  palace a b o u t  t o  be " a t t a c k e d . "  D u l  Arief 
may h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  some k i d n a p p i n g s  t h a t  
were p l a n n e d ;  i f  n o t ,  some of t h e  t r o o p s  m u s t  h a v e  l e a r n e d  
a b o u t  them from some o t h e r  s o u r c e .  After t h e  c o u p ,  a 

* A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  Gen. S u k e n d r o  was i n  Chiga a t  
t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p .  Had he b e e n  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  e i g h t  g e n e r a l s - - r a t h e r  t h a n - s e v e n - - a s  t h e  t a r g e t s  
of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement.  
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number of t h e m  c o n f e s s e d  t o  h a v i n g  known t h a t  "some p e o p l e  
were t o  be k i d n a p p e d  a l t h o u g h  i t  was n o t  known w h o . "  I t  
is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  commanders  c o u l d  h a v e  g o t t e n  t h e  men 
t o  fol low t h e m ,  i f  t h e y  had known who t h e  v i c t i m s  of t h e  
k i d n a p p i n g s  w o u l d  be. T h i s  was k e p t  a s e c r e t - - u n t i l  t h e  
v e r y  moment when t h e  t r u c k s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  PASOPATI t r o o p s  
s t o p p e d  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes. T h e  troops s e n t  
t o  s u r r o u n d  t h e  p a l a c e  were s i m i l a r l y  t r i c k e d  i n t o  b e l i e v -  
i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  g u a r d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  who w a s  
s u p p o s e d  t o  be i n  t h e  p a l a c e .  J u s t  a s  A i d i t  a n d  t h e  PKI 
had  c a l c u l a t e d ,  t h e  men had s i m p l y  followed t h e  orders 
of t h e  commanders ;  t h e  PKI had b e e n  r i g h t  i n  t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  p a r t y  had  t o  d o  was t o  w i n  t h e  l o y a l t y  of 

- t h e  c o m m a n d e r s .  

A t  t h e  v e r y  moment when h i s  s t r a t e g y  for t h e  coup 
seemed a b o u t  t o  be v i n d i c a t e d ,  A i d i t  was b e i n g  escorted 
t o  H a l i m  b y  o n e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e r s  w h o s e  l o y a l t y  
h e  h a d  won. 
t o  p i c k  u p  A i d i t  a r o u n d  0130 h o u r s  o n  t h e  1st. I t  is 
n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  S u j o n o  m e t  A i d i t  a t  S jam's  h o u s e  o r  
t h e  h o u s e  of a c e r t a i n  Soegi to;  t h e r e  a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g  
s t o r i e s .  A i d i t  d e f i n i t e l y  was a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t w o  body-  
g u a r d s ,  who s t a y e d  w i t h  h i m  t h e  w h o l e  d a y  of t h e  1st 
w h i l e  h e  w a s  a t  Halim, a n d  who a c c o m p a n i e d  him o n  t h e ,  
p l a n e  o n  h i s  f l i g h t  from H a l i m  t o  J o g j a k a r t a  o n  t h e  morn- 
i n g  of t h e  2 n d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u j o n o  a g a i n ,  S u p a r d j o  
a s k e d  h im t o  r e p o r y  to A i d i t  t h a t  t h e r e  had  b e e n  n o  
c h a n g e  a s  f a r  a s  D-hour was c o n c e r n e d ;  i t  w a s  s t i l l  
p l a n n e d  fo r  0500 h o u r s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u j o n o ,  S u p a r d j o  o r d e r e d ' h i m  

I r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  A i d i t  a s k e d :  ' W h e r e  
w i l l  I be t a k e n ? '  I t o l d  him t h a t  h e  w o u l d  
be t a k e n  t o  H a l i m  d i r e c t l y ,  a n d  t h e n  h e  q u e s -  
t i o n e d  me f u r t h e r ,  a s k i n g  a b o u t  ' w h o s e  p l a c e , '  
a n d  I r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be t h e  home of 
o n e  of my s u b o r d i n a t e s .  H e  t h e n  a s k e d  me i f  
t h e  h o u s e  w a s  v e r y  f a r  from t h e  a i r  b a s e  a n d  
I a n s w e r e d  t h a t  i t  was  two-and-A-half  k i l o -  
meters. Then h e  a s k e d  if S u p a r d j o ,  L a t i e f ,  



and Untung were a t  t h e  Command C e n t e r .  I 
s a i d  th3. t  a s  f a r  a s  I c o u l d  t e l l  t h e y  had  
nG'c y e t  had t i m e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  Aer i a l  
S u r v e y  O f f i c e  .... Then w e  wen t  t o  H a l i m .  
A f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  I r e p o r t e d  t o  . . .: ; 
S u p a r d j o  t h a t  A i d i t  had a r r i v e d  a t  t h e '  
d e s i g n a t e d  s e c u r i t y  l o c a t i b n . .  

Soon a f t e r  h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  S u p a r d j o  a t  t h e  Aerial  
S m v e y O f f i c e ,  Sujonowas  off a g a i n  t o  B a l i m ,  a g a i n  o n  t h e  
m d e r s  of S u p a r d j o ,  t o  make a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  S u k a r n o ' s  
G t a y  a t  ' H a l i m .  

I got i n  t o u c h  w i t h  Commodore S u s a n t o ,  who 
i n d i c a t e d  h i s  r e a d i n e s s  and  w i l l i n g n e s s  ( t o  
h a v e  S u k a r n o  s p e n d  t h e  d a y  a t  h i s  home). I 
r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  D a n i ,  who w a s  a t  t h e  Opera-  
t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  a t  H a l i m .  D a n i  o r q q r e d  
m e  t o  be sure t h a t  effect ive s e c u r i t i e s  w e r e  
t a k e n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  
P r e s i d e n t .  I t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Aerial 
S u r v e y  o f f ice ,  a t  a l i t t l e  pas t  0630 h o u r s .  
As I a r r i v e d ,  I n o t i c e d  Gen. S u p a r d j o ,  Major 
Bambang of t h e  5 3 0 t h  a n d  Major Sukirno of 
t h e  4 5 4 t h ,  a n d  L t .  Col. Heru, a l l  d r e s s e d  i n  
f u l l  m i l i t a r y  a t t i r e .  When I a s k e d  them 
w h e r e  t h e y  were g o i n g ,  t h e y  s a i d  t h e y  were 
g o i n g  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  P a l a c e .  

I t  was n o t  long  a f t e r  this k h a t  I r e c e i v e d  
a r epor t  from Major  Gatot  S u k r i s n q  t h e  com- 
mander  of t h e  troops g u a r d i n g  H a l i m ,  v e r i f y i n g  
t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  had been  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
him and  a s k i n g  what  s h o u l d  be d o n e  w i t h  t h e  
o n e s  who were still  a l i v e .  L a t i e f  ordered m e  
t o  answer  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n  w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  
w o r d s  'By t h e  o r d e r  of the Ch5ef of S t a f f  of 
t h e  Command C e n t e r ,  t h e  o n e s  r e m a i n i n g  a l i v e  
s h o u l d  be d o n e  away w i t h . '  

The o r d e r  had b e e n  g i v e n .  The 30 September Move- 
tnent .was a fact . '  . '  
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The P r e l u d e  

The  e v i d e n c e  is overwhelming  t h a t  t h e  PKI p l a n n e d  
t h e  30 Sep tember  Movement i n  e v e r y  d e t a i l .  I t  d e c i d e d  
who would l e a d  t h e  movement, w h a t  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  would 
be i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  wh ich  g e n e r a l s  of t h e  Army 
would  be k i l l e d ,  when t h e  c o u p  would  t a k e  p l a c e ,  w h a t  
V I P s  would be s a f e g u a r d e d  a t  Ha l im,  a n d  how t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
campa ign  in s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p  would be managed a f te r -  
w a r d s .  T h a t  i t  got  o t h e r s  t o  e x e c u t e  t h e  d e e d  d o e s  n o t  
c h a n g e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was  p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  

- whole  a f f a i r .  If w e  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  a f a c t ,  p r o v e n  beyond 
a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t ,  w e  have  still  t o  e x p l a i n  i t ,  i n  t h e  
l i g h t  of c e r t a i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w e  know t o  b e  t r u e  a b o u t  
t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  s c e n e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  coup .  For i n - '  
s t a n c e ,  why s h o u l d  t h e  PKI, a p a r t y  w h i c h  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  
had a d h e r e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t o  a p o l i c y  of p e a c e f u l ,  c p s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  and  which  by t h a t  s t r u g g l e  had a d v a n c e d  
t o  a p o s i t i o n  c loser  t o  t h e  s e a t  of power t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  
f ree  w o r l d  Communist p a r t y ,  s u d d e n l y  have  d e c i d e d  t o  risk 
e v e r y t h i n g  on a m i l i t a r y  coup?  

P r o b a b l y  t h e  first t h i n g  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  in s e e k -  
ing t h e  answer  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  is w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e r e  
had b e e n  any  change--which m i g h t  n o t  have  b e e n  r e c o g h i z e d  
a t  t h e  t ime-- in  t h e  PKI's t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  of p r o p e r  
t a c t i c s  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  t o  fo l low on t h e  d o m e s t i c  s c e n e .  
I t  would  seem t h a t  t h e r e .  e i t h e r  had t o  be some bas ic  
c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
A i d i t ,  or e l se  t h e r e  had t o  be e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
t h a t  s u d d e n l y  made t h e  PKI a c t  c o n t r a r y  t o  its own e s t a b -  
lis hed p o l i c y .  

PKI Domestic P o l i c y  

E v e r  s i n c e  D.N. A i d i t ,  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  of. t h e  
Madiun R e b e l l i o n  of 1948, began  p i c k i n g  u p  t h e  p i e c e s  of 

... a s h a t t e r e d  PKI, t h e  p a r t y ' s  p o l i c y  had been o n e  of p e a c e f u l ,  
.. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  and  close c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  

p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  and  forces i n  t h e  new r e p u b l i c  wh ich  m i g h t  
acquiesce i n  s u c h  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  A t  t h e  time, s u c h  a p o l i c y  
had seemed e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  bare  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  p a r t y ,  - 
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t o  s a y  noth ing  of its regrowth. As t h e  yea r s  passed ,  it 
proved a remarkably s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i c y  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  
'advances made i n  PKI membership, mass fo l lowing ,  and 
p o l i t i c a l  i n f luence .*  As Sukarno found t h e  p a r t y  an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  u s e f u l  ba lanc ing  f o r c e  t o  t h e  Army, w h i c h  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  t h rea t  t o  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
t h e  PKI reaped t h e  g r e a t e s t  advankage of a l l  from i ts  
p o l i c y  of c o l l a b o r a t i n g  wi th  t h e  '"nationalist-bourgeoisie" 
i n  its winning of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  as its g r e a t  benefac tor .  
With Sukarno 's  p r o t e c t i o n  and encouragement, t h e  P K l  a c t u a l l y  
became t h e  predominant p a r t y  i n  Indones ia :  by 1960 i t  cou ld  
be s a i d  it was " d i r e c t i n g  t h e  whole c o u r s e  of Indones ian  
p o l i t i c s . "  Adam Malik, t h e  p r e s e n t  Fore ign  Min i s t e r  of 
Indonesia  has  analyzed its success; '<it was d u e  n o t  so much 
t o  any m a j o r i t y  t h a t  i t  possessed  or might p o s s i b l y  g a i n ,  
b u t  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  hand of Sukarno. Mainly because of 
t h i s ,  t h e  PKI, a m i n o r i t y ,  assumed t h e  q u a l i t y  of  a ma jo r i ty . "  

t h e  l e f t ,  w i t h  Sukarno and t h e  PKI i n  the:!ead, t h e  t i m e  
seemed n e a r  a t  hand when t h e  Communists would t a k e  over  
con t ro l .+o f  t h e  count ry- -e i ther  w i t h  t h e  pas s ing  of Sukarno 
from t h e  s c e n e ,  or p o s s i b l y  be fo re  t h a t .  Most obse rve r s  i n  
t h e  West conceded t h i s . , '  T h e  S o v i e t s  and t h e  Chinese seem 

\ .  
I n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of Indones i a ' s  headlong s l i d e  towards 

*Aidi t  b u i l t  t h e  PKI from a p a r t y  of less than  10,000 
members i n  1951 i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  Communist p a r t y  i n  t n i  
world (behind t h e  CCP and t h e  CPSU) and t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t y  
o u t s i d e  t h e  b loc .  P a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p  was over 2 ,000 ,000  ir. 
1963 and over  3,000,000 i n  1965. On t h e  Indones ian  scene ,  
t h e  PKI was n o t  on ly  t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r t y  in terms of membersrzp, 
b u t  i t  was t h e  bes t  organized  and most dynamic p o l i t i c a l  
e n t i t y  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  

**By 1964, i t  was t h e  r easonab le  conc lus ion  of a l l  Indo- 
n e s i a n  e x p e r t s  t h a t  Indones ia  would soon become a Communist 
s t a t e .  Guy Pauker ,  w r i t i n g  i n  November 1964, was of t h e  
op in ion  t h a t  "even if t h e  Communists &hould lose Sukarno a s  
a p r o t e c t o r ,  it seems doub t fu l  t h a t  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  
would emerge i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  capab le  of S a l l y i n g  Indone- 
s i a ' s  d i s p e r s e d  and demarAliredr shtfCComuniSt 'irorces. 
Furthermore,  t h e s e  f o r c e s  would l a c k  t h e  r u t h l e s s n e s s  t h a t  
m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  fo r  t h e  Nazis  t o  suppres s  t h e  Communist 
P a r t y  of Germany a f e w  weeks a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  of 
5 March 1933, in which  t h e  l a t t e r  won 5 m i l l i o n  v o t e s  o r  
almost  13 p e r c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l . "  
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t o  have been r easonab ly  conf iden t  of i t .  Indones ians  
seemed r e s i g n e d  t o  i t .* C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  PKS had good 
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  it. 

1 .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of these ac&mplishments,  t h e  dot. 
mestic p o l i c i e s  of t h e  PKI coula  on ly  have been judged 
an  u n q u a l i f i e d  success. A i d i t  h i m s e l f  was probably  
more c o n f i d e n t  t h a n  e v e r  of t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of t h e  PKI 
l i n e ,  which w a s  closely a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i m  p e r s o n a l l y .  
H e  had  been t h e  one t o  formula te  t h e  s t r a t e g y  of  t h e  
"uni ted  f r o n t  and t h e  p a r t y ' s  growth" which bad been 
t h e  p a r t y  s t r a t e g y  s i n c e  1951; be fo re  t h a t ,  t h e  p a r t y  
had been engaged i n  an underground s t r u g g l e  (1926-45) 
and t h e n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  D u t c h  (1945-51); i t  
had no h i s t o r y  or expe r i ence  i n  t h e  k ind  of "peace fu l  
t a c t i c s "  t h a t  A i d i t  mapped o u t  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  as t h e  road 
t o  power i n  a n  Indonesia  under Sukarno. 

Although A i d i t  seems t o  have enjoyed c o n s i d e r a b l e  
I. 

suppor t  w i t h i n  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s h i p  o n  d o m e s t i c  po l i cy ,  
presumably some of t h e  l e a d e r s  f e l t  more s t r o n g l y  i n  
favop of these  pol ic ies  t h a n  o t h e r s .  While t h e r e  was 
no p u b l i c  a i r i n g  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  
and a l l  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s  gave t h e  same p a r t y  l i n e  i n  any 
publ ic :  d i s c u s s i o n  of  an  issue,  domest ic  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
there  does  seem t o  have been some d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  emphasis 
between t h e  speeches of A i d i t  and Njo to ."  For i n s t a n c e ,  o n  
t h e  theme of "armed s t rugg le"  v e r s u s  "peace fu l  t r a n s i t i o n  
t o  soc ia l i sm"  as t h e  correct road f o r  t h e  PKI i n  Indones i a ,  
Njo to ls '  speeches emphasized t h e  armed s t ruggle-going '  
on i n  other p l a c e s ,  such as Cuba,gfiQ;Atlgeria. .. (See ,Njo to ' s  
speech of 6 February 1963.) While  A i d i t  c o u l d ' b e  ex- 
pec ted  t o m p p o r t  t h e s e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements, h i s  
speechee concen t r a t ed  on t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  Indones ia  and 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t a c t i c s  of t h e  PKI i n  t h a t  s t r u g g l e .  A6 - 
t h e  success of t h e s e  t a c t i c s  became more and more obvious ,  
A i d i t  spoke w i t h  greater and greater c o n v i c t i o n  and an 
i n c r e a s i n g  n o t e  of a u t h o r i t y  about  t h e  PKI's c o n t r i b u t i o n  
(and i m p l i c i t l y ,  his own c o n t r i b u t i o n )  t o  Marxist t h e o r y  
on t h e  assumption of power; it became a predominant theme 

' i n  h i s  Speeches.  On 12 October 1964 he answered a series 
.. of q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  PKI and t h e  Indones ian  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  unprecedented claim t h a t :  
- 

*In":Indonesia , j u s t  be fo re  t h e  coup, o v e r t  anti-communism 
had become v i r t u a l l y  a crime; even t h e  m i l i t a r y  pa id  l i p  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  huge PKI-sponsored r a l l i e s . '  Every th ing  r e i n -  
f o r c e d  t h e  idea  t h a t  t h e  PKI would t a k e  ove r  a f t e r  Sukarno d i e d .  
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Among t h e  w o r l d  communist p a r t i e s  t h e  PKI is t h e  one 
t h a t  h a s  t h e  most a u t h o r i t y  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  ' p e a c e f u l  
t r a n s i t i o n '  toward s o c i a l i s m ,  because  t h e  PKI t a k e s  p a r t  
i n  b o t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  and l o c a l  governments  and  it h a s  t h e  
a c t u a l  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c a r r y  o u t  its p o l i c i e s .  . 

T&e r a p i d  development of t h e  PKI is a r e s u l t  of its 
correct p o l i c y ,  a p o l i c y  of r e s o l u t e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
i m p e r i a l i s m  and  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  
i n  I n d o n e s i a  .... It  is because  of t h i s  correct p o l i t i c a l  
and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i n e  t h a t  t h e  PKI has now become a 
p a r t y  w i t h  a membership of o v e r  3 m i l l i o n ,  w h i l e  i n  
1951 i t  had o n l y  8 , 0 0 0  members. (Emphasis a d d e d )  

A s  l o n g  a s  A i d i t  had been Chairman of t h e  PKI, t:he p a r t y  had 
rejected t h e  Chinese  model of v i o l e n t  - a g r a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  
i m p r a c t i c a l  i n  I n d o n e s i a n  c o n d i t i o n s .  
of t h e  coup ,  there w a s  n o  s i g n  t h a t  it had changed its, v i e w s  
on  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

R i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  t i m e  

It h a r d l y  seems n e c e s s a r y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  A i d i t  
o b v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  p o l i c y  of " p e a c e f u l  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  
s o c i a l i s m "  o n l y  a s  a means t o  a n  end .  A s  a Communist, he  
was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  opposed t o  armed s t r u g g l e  or v i o l e n c e ; ?  
h e  j u s t  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  it t h e  bes t  p o l i c y  for t h e  PKI a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  Tha t  he  a d m i t t e d  Y h e ' p o s s i b i l t t y  cif t h e  P K I ' s  
r e s o r t i n g  t o  armed s t r u g g l e  sometime i n  t h e  f a t w e  was made 
c l e a r  i n  a p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  h e  had w i t h  P h i l l i p  Abbott 
Luce ,  a member of t h e  U.S. P r o g r e s s i v e  Labor  P a r t y  a n d  a 
Castro s y m p a t h i z e r ,  who m e t  A i d i t  i n  Cuba i n  J u l y  1963 a?;.:, 
t h e y  were bo th  a t t e n d i n g  C u b a ' s  26 J u l y  N a t i o n a l  Day cele-  
b r a t i o n s .  I n  h i s  book The N e w  L e f t  (1966) Luce writes: 

One  e v e n i n g  I s p e n t  n e a r l y  two h o u r s  i n  a p r i v a t e  con- 
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  A i d i t ,  who t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  PKI was con- 
temptuous'of t h e  CPUSA. 
d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  i n  I n d o n e s i a  to t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  
Communists. H e  a s s u r e d  me t h a t  as soon a s  i t  a p p e a r e d  
as i f  t h e  Communists were b e g i n n i n g  t o  lose i n  t h e  b i d  
f o r  power, t h e y  would i n s t i t u t e  a g u e r r i l l a  w a r  and 
t o p p l e  t h e  government.  

The PKI was o n l y  u s i n g  t h e  

. .  

No d d u b t ,  i f  A i d i t  had e v e r  become conv inced  t h a t  t h e  Commu- 
n i s t s  were l o s i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e . f o r ,  power, he,would 
have  o p t e d  for armed s t r u g g l e .  However, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  uf 
t h i s  happening  must have  seemed v e r y  remote t o  him i n  1963. 

* I n d o n e s i a n  Ambassador Ratnam, who knew A i d i t  well, d e s c r i b e d  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 1 7 3 . )  



when h e  made t h e  a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t  to P h i l l i p  Abbott Luce ;  
and  i n  1964  and  1965 it  w o u l d  have  seemed remoter still .  
W i t h  each p a s s i n g  d a y ,  i t  looked  more a n d  more a s  t h o u g h  
I n d o n e s i a  was about t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  Communists ,  

The  PKI's Armed C a p a b i l i t y  

If A i d i t  had b e e n  s e r i o u s l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  PKI h a v i n g  to r e so r t  t o  armed force,  
i t  seems t h a t  h e  w o u l d  have  done  more t o  d e v e l o p  a n  armed 
c a p a b i l i t y  for t h e  PKI. J u s t  what c a p a b i l i t y  t h e  PKI 
a c t u a l l y  had for armed s t r u g g l e  is s t i l l  open  t o  some q u e s -  
t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  a number of repor t s  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  vme  

t h e  arms were b e i n g  o f f - l o a d e d  a t  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  p l aces  
a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  of J a v a  a n d  Sumatra  and  were b e i n g , s t o r e d  
i n  PKI " s a f e "  p l a c e s  n e a r b y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of 
s u c h  r e p o r t s ,  t h e r e  Is n o  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  
were t r u e .  No g r e a t  store of PKI arms h a s  e v e r  b e e n  
f o u n d ,  b e f o r e  or after t h e  coup .  (The f e w  c a c h e s  of arms 
t h a t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Army is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  d i s c o v e r e d  
a t  v a r i o u s  o u t l y i n g  l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  w h i c h  a r e  

. probably the b a s i s  for t h e  r e p o r t s  of C h i n e s e  arms b e i n g  
s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  PKI, have  n e v e r  been  d e f i n i t e l y  l i n k e d  t o  
t h e  PKI.) I t  is a l m o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e  t h a t  PKI stores of 
arms c o u l d  have  r e m a i n e d  a secret a f t e r  t h e  coup, v h e n  
t h o u s a n d s  of p a r t y  members were i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  Army.  
Nor is i t  l i k e l y  that  h i d d e n  s u p p l i e s  of arms w o u l d  n o t  
h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  by  t h e  PKI a g a i n s t  t h e  Army d u r i n g  those  
d a y s  of t h e  Army's  mass  r e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  t h e  
f a c t  is t h a t  t h e  Communists d i d  n o t  f i g h t  back  and  were 
not armed t o  resist t h e  Army. So, i n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  PKI 
does - n o t  seem t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a s u p p l y  of arms and  amnuai-  
t i o n  i n t o  I n d o n e s i a  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  or o v e r  a p e r i o d  of 
s e v e r a l  mon ths  before t h e  c o u p ,  a s  h a s  been  r e p o r t e d  again 
and a g a i n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  coup. The c h a r g e  has 
b e e n  made a n d  r e p e a t e d  so o f t e n  t h a t  It Is sometimes d i f -  
f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  the s o u r c e  of t h e  r e p o r t s ;  b u t  t h e y  

. s h i p p i n g  arms t o  t h e  PKI. Accord ing  t o  these r e p o r t s ,  

- 

--. would a 1 1  seem to be w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n .  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  1 7 2 )  
him as "a d e d i c a t e d  Communist ,  a w i t t y  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t ,  
and  a b s o l u t e l y  r u t h l e s s " ;  "he would h a v e  s a c r i f i c e d  a n y  
f r i e n d  on  t h e  s p o t . "  

- 
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I n  p a r t ,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  b u t  
a p p a r e n t l y  e r r o n e o u s  repor t s  of C h i n e s e  arms b e i n g  s h i p p e d  
t o  t h e  PKI is t h a t  t h e s e  r e p o r t g  h a v e  b e e n  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  
other r e p o r t s ,  wh ich  do seem t o  be t r u e ,  of C h i n e s e  arms 

' b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  s h i p m e n t s  of C h i n e s e  m a t e r i a l s  for Sukar -  
n o ' s  CONEFO complex  i n  D j a k a r t a .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  some C h i n e s e  
arms were d e f i n i t e l y  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  c r a t e s  marked "Cons t ruc-  
tion materials--CONEFO"; a l l  of t h e  c r a t e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  
came i n t o  I n d o n e s i a  t h r o u g h  t h e  D j a k a f t a  harbor .  Accord- 
i n g  to S e v e r a l  r e l i a b l e  sources,  S u k a r n o  had I s s u e d  a n  
order t h a t  t h e  s h i p m e n t s  of m a t e r i a l s  for CONEFO be moved 
d i r e c t l y  from t h e  h a r b o r  t o  t h e  CONEFO c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i te ;  

- t h e y  w e r e  not t o  go t h r o u g h  t h e  u s u a l  customs I n s p e c t i o n  
a n d  p r o c e s s i n g .  I t  was  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  was t o  a v o i d  
u n n e c e s s a r y  d e l a y ,  and  i t  was  known t h a t  S u k a r n o  was i n  
a g r e a t  h u r r y  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  CONEFO project. With  t h e  
r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  c o v e r t  s h i p m e n t s  of arms were i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  s h i p m e n t  of b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  however ,  i t  seems 
c l ea r ,  i n  h i n d s i g h t ,  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was  a c t u a l l y  mak ing  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of C h i n e s e  
arms t h a t  were b e i n g  s h i p p e d  t o  I n d o n e s i a  s e c r e t l y .  Ob- 
v i o u s l y ,  h e  had n e g o t i a t e d  a secre t  arms d e a l  w i t h  t h e  
C h i n e s e .  A s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  arms t h a t  
w e r e  b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  were b e i n g  s t o r e d  i n  Air 
Force d e p o t s  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y .  So, t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
C h i n e s e  arms were b e i n g  s h i p p e d  i n t o  I n d o n e s i a  were t r u e .  
But i t  was S u k a r n o ,  n o t  t h e  PKI, who was r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
arms. They  m i g h t  or m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  been u s e d  by  t h e  PKI 
and o t h e r s  i n  t r a i n i n g  for t h e  " f i f t h  force," if t h a t  prd- 
gram had g o t t e n  underway.  B e f o r e  It d i d ,  t h e y  were u s e d  
i n  t h e  coup--by t h e  PKI v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s  t h a t  had  r e c e i v e d  
a q u i c k  c o u r s e  i n  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  for t h e  s p e c i f i c  pur -  
p o s e s  of t h e  coup .  I t  was t h e  A i r  Force, n o t  t h e  PKI, 
t h a t  made t h e  arms a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  troops. 

B e s i d e s  t h e  ma t t e r  of arms; t h e r e  is t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  PKI m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  g i v i n g  p a r t y  
members. . P r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  s p e c i a l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n -  
i n g  course a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  wh ich  was  g i v e n  t o  8 0 m e  4,006 
v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  PKI for t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p u r p o s e s  of t h e  
c o u p , . t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  weeks before t h e  coup, p a r t y  members 
a re  n o t  known t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  Indone-  
s i a .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  l e c t u r e s  i n  m i l i t a r y  t h e o r y  and s t r a t e g y  
were g i v e n  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  p a r t y  s c h o o l ,  but o n l y  t h e  l e a d -  
e r s h i p  l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y  a t t e d d e d  t h e s e  courses a n d  



. ... . .... . .  . .:. 

a c t u a l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  was n o t  involved.  The on ly  
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  o r d i n a r y  p a r t y  members a r e  known 
t o  have rece ived  was a cour se  i n  " m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s  and 
t h e  a r t  o f  r evo lu t ion"  t h a t  t h e  Chinese Communist Pa r ty  
(CCP) gave s e l e c t e d  f o r e i g n  Communists a t  a s choo l  nea r  
Kunming, China. We have inadequate  informat ion  as t o  t h e  
number of Indonesians who m i g h t  have a t t e n d e d  t h i s  school 
but  i t  was c e r t a i n l y  a very  sma l l  number i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  membership of t h e  PKI.* 

I n  cocc lus ion ,  t hen ,  t h e  PKI had no s i g n i f i c a n t  
c a p a b i l i t y  of its own f o r  armed a c t i o n  a s  l a t e  a s  November 
1964, when A i d i t  founded t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau'Yo p r e p a r e  for 
armed s t r u g g l e ; "  c e r t a i n l y ,  any armed c a p a b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  
had w a s  f a r  less t h a n  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  thought  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
when there  were c o n s t a n t  rumors  of Chinese sh ipments  of arms 
t o  t h e  PKI and m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w a s  supposedly be ing  
g iven  t o  PKI p a r t y  members. Probably t h e  main r e a s o n  why 
A i d i t  had decided a g a i n s t  a p o l i c y  of t r a i n i n g  add arming 
t h e  P K I  (which  would have involved  t h e  covert shipment  of 
r e l a t i v e l y  large q u a n t i t i e s  of arms from Communist China) 
was t h a t  he  w a s  u n w i l l i n g t o  take t h e  r i s k s  involved  i n  
such a program. If it became known (and i t  would have been 
very  hard t o  keep it a secret) t h a t  t h e  PKI w a s  a c t i v e l y  
p r e p a r i n g  for armed s t r u g g l e ,  i t  would have v i t i a t 2 d  h i s  
whole e f f o r t  ove r  t h e  p a s t  15 yea r s  t o  c r e a t e  j u s t  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  image of t h e  PKI--as a p a r t y  t h a t  o p e r a t e d  e n t i r e l y  
w i t h i n  t h e  l e g a l  p o l i t i c a l  system of t h e  count ry .  H e  w a s  
obvious ly  concernec: n o t  t o  risk anyth ing  t h a t  would seri-  
ous ly  compromise t h e  PKI's p o l i c y  of p e a c e f u l  t r a n s i t i o n  
t o  s o c i a l i s m , "  wh ich  he  cons ide red  t h e  key t o  t h e  PKI's 
success d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s  and its best hope of 
winning power in t h e  f u t u r e .  

The  PKI' 6 Covert  ADDaratUS 

With  t h i s  r eason  f o r  n o t  want ing t o  ge t  t h e  PKI 
involved  i n  t h e  i l l e g a l  b u s i n e s s  of s e c r e t i n g  arms i n t o  

*According t o  one m e m b e r  of t h e  P K I  youth o r g a n i z a t i o n  
who admi t ted  t o  having received p a r a - m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  
China,  approximately 300 Indones ians  were a t  t h e  same 
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  n e a r  Kunming i n  October  1965. 

... 

-- 

-175- 



.. . . .  . ... 

Indones i a  or i n  a m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  program on a mass 
s c a l e ,  A i d i t  had made no e f f o r t  t o  p rov ide  t h e  PKI w i t h  its 
own armed f o r c e .  Y e t ,  because h e  cou ld  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  
r u l e  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  X I ' S  having t o  r e s o r t  t o  
armed f o r c e  sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i f  t h i n g s  suddenly 
changed f o r  t h e  worse,  he seems t o  have been concerned t o  
deve lop  some k ind  of c o v e r t  appa ra tus ,  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  
o v e r t  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  p a r t y ,  which  cou ld  be as s igned  t h e  
t a s k  of p r e p a r i n g  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e ,  shou ld  t h a t  e v e r  
become necessary .  

I n  l a t e  1964, h e  seems t o  have fo l lowed t h e  Chinese 
Communist p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  an " i l l e g a l  shadow o rgan iza t ion"  

- s e p a r a t e  from t h e  l e g a l ,  o v e r t  Communist p a r t y  in s e t t i n g  up 
a new c o v e r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  the  PKI, whose s p e c i a l  
purpose i t  would be t o  p repa re  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e .  I t  was 
a "secret, r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  
t h e  Chinese u s e  t h e  term t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  i l l e g a l ,  secret 
p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  d i r e c t s  t h e  i l l e g a l  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  
is c a r r i e d  o u t  independent ly  of t h e  l e g a l  s t r u g g l e :  

I l l e g a l  s t r u g g l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  of 
t h e  s t r u g g l e r s ,  no t  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
t echn iques  emplo-. The i l l e g a l ,  secret 
p a r t y  is n o t  s imply a p a r t y  which has  been . 
banned by t h e  law o r  which has made t h e  
d e c i s i o n  t o  engage i n  armed i n s u r r e c t i o n .  
Such a p a r t y  is a known p a r t y - - i t s  l e a d e r s  
and members a r e  i d m i e d  even though t h e y  
may be i n  h id ing  or i n  a j u n g l e  i n s u r g e n t  
camp. The v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  secret 
p a r t y  is unknown, its pe r sonne l  are unknown 
as Communists, its work is c a r r i e d  on i n  
complete anonymity. I t  is unknown not  
on ly  t o  h o s t i l e  s e c u r k t y  f o r c e s  and t h e  
g e n e r a l  public--1t::is unknown even t o  a l l  
except  a f e w  of t h e  o v e r t  p a r t y .  The 
c a d r e s  of t h i s  p a r t y  a r e  n o t  in hiding-- 
on t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e y  are l i v i n g  open, 
normal l i v e s  in t h e  community. I t  is 
their s t a t u s  as members of a secret, rev- 
o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  ded ica t ed  t o  t h e  
violent overthrow of t h e  regime, w h i c h  is 
i l l e g a l .  
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The new o r g a n i z a t i o n - - c a l l e d  t h e  Special  Bureau--was a 
c o m p l e t e l y  au tonomous  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  PKI, answer-  
a b l e  o n l y  to  A i d i t .  I t  had  a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  its 
own o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  l o g i s t i c s ,  
and  e v e r y t h i n g  else. Not o n l y  was i t  c o m p l e t e l y  free of 
the  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and  t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  
b u t  t h e  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  committee a n d  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
were n o t  e v e n  i n f o r m e d  of its e x i s t e n c e ,  mus t  less of t h e  
i d e n t i t y  of Its members. T h i s  w a s  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  C h i n e s e  
Communist doctrfne: 

Only t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  secret p a r t y  had  a n y  
c o n t a c t  w h a t e v e r  w i t h  a n y  e l e m e n t  of t h e  
l e g a l  p a r t y .  Only  t h e  topmost l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  l e g a l  p a r t y  knows of e v e n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
of t h e  secret p a r t y , m u c h  less  t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  
of its memberssand e v e n  t h i s  topmost leader- 
s h i p  knows t h e  i d e n t i t y  o n l y  of t h e  secret  \ .  
c e n t e r .  

I t  is n o t  c lear  who, b e s i d e s  A i d i t ,  knew a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau .  PKI l e a d e r  Njono i n s i s t e d  i n  h i s  in- 
t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  "knowledge  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  secret  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  was h e l d  e x c l u s i v e l y  b y  P a r t y  Chairman A i d i t . ;  I t  
seems f a i r l y  clear t h a t  n e i t h e r  Njono 'nor Pe r i s  P a r d e d e ,  
b o t h  of t h e m  p o l i t b u r o  members, had any  s p e c i f i c  knowledge  
of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ;  a p p a r e n t l y ,  Sudisman and  S a k i r m a n ,  
members of t h e  f ive -man  S t a n d i n g  C o u n c i l  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  
were n o t  i n f o r m e d  e i t h e r .  Lukman and  Njo to ,  t h e  other 
two members of t h e  S t a n d i n g  C o u n c i l  a l o n g  w i t h  A i d i t ,  
would  seem t o  be t h e  o n l y  o n e s  w h o  m i g h t  have  known, 
though  there  is n o t h i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e v e n  t h e y  d i d .  
T h i s  is o n e  of those p o i n t s  t h a t  w e  may n e v e r  know for 
s u r e ;  t h e r e  may be o n l y  o n e  man a l i v e  t o d a y  who knows 
t h e  answer--Sjam. * 

I n  its o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  its d i s c i p l i n e ,  
t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau  f o l l o w e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  
T h e r e  was a C e n t r n l  Special  Bureau  and  10 r e g i o n a l  Special  
B u r e a u s ;  h o r i z o n t a l  r e l a t i o n s  among t h e  r e g i o n s  b u r e a u s  
were n o t  permit ted.  Again,  t h i s  was in k e e p i n g  w i t h  
C h i n e s e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t :  

+As n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  P r e s i d e n t  S u h a r t o  has  d e n i e d  
S j a m ' s  a p p e a l  f o r  c l e m e n c y ,  a n d  i t  is e x p e c t e d  t h a t  h i 6  
d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  w i l l  be e x e c u t e d  s h o r t l y .  T h e r e  a r e  un- 
c o n f i r m e d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n . e x e c u t e d .  
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there must be no l a t e r a l  communication 
between p a r a l l z  u n i t s  of t h e  secret p a r t y ,  
no t  only a t  t h e  ce l l  l e v e l ,  b u t  a l 1 " t h e  
way t o  t h e  top. Only one person  in a 
s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t  is t o  be known t o  t h e  
nex t  h ighe r  u n i t .  Any c o o r d i n a t i o n  of 
a c t i v i t y  must be done by v e r t i c a l  communi- 
catic:: up t o  azd down from t h e  c e n t e r .  

The followirig C b i c e s e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of t h e  

-members of t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau and t h e  work t h e y  were doing 

i n d i v i d u a l  member of an  i l l e g a l  Communist p a r t y  could  almost  
have been w r i t t e n  about  Sjam, Pono, Walujo, and t h e  other 

t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  Indones ian  Army: 

The i l l e g a l  p a r t y  member must make f r i e n d s  
on a wide scale-people  who r e s p e c t  him, 
have f a i t h  i n  him and i n  t h e  end w i l l  folJow 
h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  . . . He m u s t  a l s o  be a d i l i -  
gen t  s t u d e n t  of his su r round ings ,  both 
p h y s i c a l  and s o c i a l .  H e  must be aware of 
t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  s o c i e t y .  H e  must 
seek o u t  t h o s e  e lements  i n  the community 
who have grievances a g a i n s t  t h e  regime, 
s u c h  a s  a r m y  off icers  who r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  . 
c o n t r o l ,  waste of money and m i l i t a r y  
i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  or r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  who 
f i n d  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  immoral and  
p r o f l i g a t e ,  o r  p e a s a n t s  who s u f f e r  from 
n e g l e c t  of t h e i r  needs.  

(Emphasis  added) 

The i l l e g a l  p a r t y  worker is obvious ly  p r i m a r i l y  concerned t o  
e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  i n  his p r o f e s s i o n  and i n  t h e  community a t  
l a r g e  a s  a person  whom o t h e r s  admire  and r e s p e c t  and whose 
lead t h e y  w i l l  fo l low.  He is n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  concerned t o  
conve r t  o t h e r s  t o  Communism; i n  fact, he may n o t  even reveal  
h imsel f  as a Communist. He is s imply  i n t e r e s t e d  in estab- 
1ishiaBisome s o r t  of c o n t r o l  over  c e r t a i n  key people, who, 
fo r  one r e a s o n  or ano the r ,  are in a p o s i t i o n  t o  i n f l u e n c e  
e v e n t s  in a way f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  communists, 
._ From a v a r i e t y  of s o u r c e s ,  w e  now have a f a i r l y  c l e a r  
p i c t u r e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  Special Bureau. The most 
s t r i k i n g  t h i n g  about  t hose  Bureau o p e r a t i o n s  is t h a t ,  w i t h  
f e w  excep t ions ,  t h e y  were a l l  concen t r a t ed  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

- 
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field--which w a s  no t  e x a c t l y  accord ing  t o  Chinese Communist 
d o c t r i n e  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  The C h i m s e  model cal ls  for i n f i l -  
t r a t i o n  of t h e  en t i r e  f a b r i c  of s o c i e t y J  t h e  i l l e g a l  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  is n o t  u s u a l l y  so t o t a l l y  directed toward t h e  

. m i l i t a r y .  Obviously,  A i d i t  and Sjam f e l t  no g r e a t  concern 
about  t h e  PKI's s t r e n g t h  vis-a-vis- t h e  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  or i n  t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  among t h e  p e a s a n t s  
or in t h e  government, et  a l i a .  In c o n c e n t r a t i n g  t h e i r  
covert a c t i v i t i e s  so comple*ely on t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e y  were 
obvious ly  concerned about  j u s t  one th ing:  t h e  t h r e a t  t o o  
t h e  PKI from t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  t h e  case of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  p r i o r i t y  would obv ious ly  
be g iven  t o  winning t h e  l o y a l t y  of t h e  men i n  command 
p o s i t i o n s .  If t h e  PKI cou ld  win t h e i r  l o y a l t y ,  it cou ld  
count  on t h e  men under t h e i r  command t o  fo l low t h e i r  o r d e r s ;  
i n  a showdown w i t h  t h e  army t h e s e  u n i t s  would d e f e c t  t o  
t h e  s i d e  of t h e  PKI. There c a n  be no doubt t h a t  t e whole 

i n  j u s t  such  key p o s i t i o n s .  One can  go  down t h e  l ist of 
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  ltrnanaged't by t h e  PKI S p e c i a l  Bureau, 
and almost  w i thou t  excep t ion ,  t h e y  he ld  some command p o s t ,  
e i t he r  a company command or command of a b a t t a l i p h  or a 
s p e c i a l  u n i t  l i k e  t h e  S p e c i a l  Defense Force  a t  Halim A i r  
Force Base o r ,  even,  a command l i k e  t h e  4 t h  Combat Command 
of KOSTRAD in West Borneo, which General  Supard jo  he ld .  
D a n i w a s  almost  a s p e c i a l  case a s  Commander of t h e  e n t i r e  
A i r  Force;  w i t h  him, t h e  PKI had p e n e t r a t e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  
t o p  of t h e  Indones ian  m i l i t a r y  command:. 

o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau was aimed a t  t h e  o 2 f i c e r s  

I tmus t  be remembered t h a t  t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau had 
been organized  less t h a n  a y e a r  be fo re  it w a s  g iven  t h e  
j o b  of p lanning  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e ' 3 0  September 
Movement.' By t h e  t i m e  of t h e  coup, t h e  C e n t r a l  Bureau, 
which managed c o n t a c t s  i n  Djaka r t a  on ly ,  had e s t a b l i s h e d  
a p a t t e r n  of r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t s  with over  40 o f f i c i a l s ,  most 
of them m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  bu t  a few of t hem non-mi l i ta ry  
government o f f i c i a l s ,  In Djaka r t a .  We have no way of 
e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  number of peop le  who were be ing  "managed" 
by t h e  t e n  r e g i o n a l  bureaus.  Sjam himself  d i d  no t  know 

... t hem a l l ,  s i n c e  "It w a s  t h e  r i g h t  of each  r e g i o n a l  bureau 
t o ' c o n c e a l  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ;  '' h e  could  remember t h e  names .. 
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of o n l y  12 of t h e  r e g i o n a l  " c o n t a c t s "  b u t  h e  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  were "many others."* 

* N e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  PKI c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  may h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  more w i d e s p r e a d  t h a n  w e  first 
t h o u g h t  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of Sjam's t e s t i m o n y .  From t h e  l n -  
t e r r o g a t i o n  of Sjam, U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  a n d  t h e  o ther  m i l i -  
t a r y  o f f icers  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  for t h e  c o u p  i n  
D j a k a r t a ,  w e  h a v e  a f a i r l y  good p i c t u r e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  

- of t h e  C e n t r a l  Spec ia l  B u r e a u  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  b u t  w e  a r e  
j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  to get  some p i c t u r e  o f - t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  C e n t r a l  a n d  West J a v a ,  w h e r e  
t h e r e . w e r e  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u s  of t h e  Spec ia l  B u r e a u .  We 
s t i l l  h a v e  no i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  Spec ia l  
B u r e a u  i n  e v e n t s  i n  S e m a r a n g ,  J o g j a k a r t a ,  a n d  Solo oq t h e  
d a y  of t h e  c o u p ,  b u t  p r e s u m a b l y  Col. S u h e r m a n ,  M a j o r  
M u l j o n o ,  a n d  Major I s k a n d a r ,  who fol lowed U n t u n g ' s  l e a d  
i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l s  i n  t h e s e  three 
c i t i e s ,  were " c o n t a c t s "  of t h e  Special  B u r e a u ,  jus t  l i k e  
U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  D a n i ,  a n d  S u p a r d j o .  I t  seems 
t h a t  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i t l e  f o r  
c o o r d i n a t i n g  e v e n t s  i n  t h e s e  c i t i es  w i t h  those i n  D j a k a r t a .  

I n  l a t e  J u l y  1968, t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Army w a s  s h o c k e d  
t o  l e a r n  t h e  e x t e n t  of PKI p e n e t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  KODAM Vl 
M i l i t a r y  R e g i o n  Command of t h e  S i l i w a n g i  (West J a v a )  D i v i -  
s i o n  of t h e  Army, w h i c h  w a s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be o n e  of t h e  Arm1r.s 
most r e l i a b l e  u n i t s .  The d e p u t y  commander  of KODAY 1 1  
( C o l .  D j u k a r d i  S a s t r a d i w i r i a )  w a s  a r r e s t e d  i n  J u l y  o n  
s u s p i c i o n  of i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  PKI. His t e s t i m o n y  is 
a good e x a m p l e  of r e c e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  have r e c e i v e d  
o n  PKI o p e r a t i o n s  i n  West J a v a .  D j u k a r d i  t o l d  of b e i n g  
i n t r o d u c e d  to Sjam a r o u n d  1953-54. H e  s a i d  t h a t  Sjam ex- - 
p l a i n e d  t o  him t h a t  h e  w a s  a member of the PKX Malam 
( N i g h t )  a n d  t h a t ,  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  PKI S i a n g  (Day) w h o s e  
m e m b e r s  w e r e  o v e r t ,  PKI Malam members were secret  a n d  
c o m p a r t m e n t e d  from e a c h  o t h e r .  D j u k a r d i  was I n  regular  
c o n t a c t  with Sjam u n t i l  1958 or  1959. After t h i s  he w a s  
v i s i t e d  b y  a man named R a c h m a t ,  who had 8 l e t te r  of i n t r o -  
d u c t i o n  from Sjam. A c c o r d i n g  t o  D j u k a r d i ,  R a c h m a t  c o n -  
t a c t e d  him i n  A u g u s t  1965 a n d  t o l d  h i m  a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  
( f o o t n o t e  continued on p a g e  1 8 1 )  
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By l a t e  1965, t h e  PKI had made a good b e g i n n i n g  i n  
s u b v e r t i n g  c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and i t  had 
p l a n s  for  e x t e n d i n g  its o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  and i n  
s u p p o r t i n g  fields, s u c h  as the police f i e l d .  Given  

. f e w  more years, i t  night w e l l  have  managed t o  s u b v e r t  
enough  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  t o  make i t  a r e a l  c o n t e s t  between 
t h e  ant i -Communists  and t h e  pro-Communists i n  t h e  a i l i -  
t a r y .  A s  I t  w a s ,  by l a t e  1965, e v e n  t h o u g h  It w a s  no t  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  where  i t  would have wanted t o  r i s k  a g e n e r a l  
test of s t r e n g t h  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  i t  was i n  a p o s i t i o n  
where  It c o u l d  a t  least c o n t e m p l a t e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  .a l i m i t e d  
m i l i t a r y  ope ra t ion - - such  as t h e  ki idnapping of a number of 

- A r m y  g e n e r a l s  and t h e  s e i z u r e  of a few key i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
i n  D j a k a r t a .  A p r a c t i c a l  measure  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  180)  1. 

i l l n e s s  and a b o u t  t h e  p l a n  of t h e  C o u n c i l  of  G e n e r a l s  to 
se ize  p o l i t i c a l  power. Rachmat a s k e d  h im t o  make m i l i -  
t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  KODAhf VI Area Command t o  
a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  generals '  coup.  I n  e a r l y  September  1965 ,  
Rachmat and D j u k a r d i  are supposed  t o  have m e t  w i t h  Sjam 
and  S u p a r d j o  i n  Bandung t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p l a n s  for t h e s o u p .  
L a t e r  i n  Sep tember ,  t h e y  m e t  w i t h  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  
in KODAM VI t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  or k i l l i n g  of s e n i o r  
S i l i w a n g i  D i v i s i o n  o f f i c e r s .  When, a c c o r d i n g  t o  D j u k a r d i ,  
he d e c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  command of t h e  KODAM VI coup  forces, 
Rachmat s a i d  he would t a k e  command h i m s e l f .  D j u k a r d i  
g a v e  t h e  names o f  a t  l ea s t  16 o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  KODAM VI 
whom he knew t o  be c o n t a c t s  of Rachmat.  

T h i s  is a b o u t  t h e  b e s t  e v i d e n c e  w e  have t h a t  t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  p l a n n e d  k idnapp ing /murde r s  of s e n i o r  Army 
o f f i c e r s  in o t h e r  c i t i e s  t h a n  D j a k a r t a .  The s i m i l a r i t y  
be tween t h e  KODAM V I  coup  p l a n n i n g  and t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  
by C o l .  Suherman, Major Mul jono ,  and Major I s k a n d a r  a g a i n s t  
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Diponegoro  ( C e n t r a l  J a v a )  D i v i s i o n  
makes it c l e a r  t h a t  the Special  Bureau  o r g a n i z e d  e v e n t s  
i n  Semarang, J o g j a k a r t a ,  and  Solo j u s t  a s  i t  p lanned  and 

.._ o r g a n i z e d  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g / a u r d e r s  of t h e  Army g e n e r a l s  i n  
D j a k a r t a  . .. 
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of t h e  P K I  i n  l a t e  1965 would a c t u a l l y  be t h e  30 September 
Movement. It  seems t h a t  almost a l l  t h e  resources of t h e  
Special  B u r e a u  were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup.  We know t h a t  
A i d i t  was  c o n c e r n e d  t o  c o m m i t  t h e  maximum number of t r o o p s  
a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  t h e  coup a c t i o n ,  e v e n  to  t h e  e x t e n t  
of r u s h i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of some 4,000 v o l u n t e e r  troops 
a s  an  a u x i l i a r y  force; most of t h e  known " c o n t a c t s "  of 
t h e  Special  Bureau  p l a y e d  some ro l e  i n  t h e  c o u p .  I n  
s h o r t ,  t h e  c o u p  was t h e  s u p r e m e  m i l i t a r y  e f fo r t  t h a t  t h e  
PKI w a s  c a p a b l e  of a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I r  b e s p e a k s  b o t h  t h e  
s u c c e s s  of t h e  Spec ia l  B u r e a u ' s  program of s u b v e r s i o n  i n  
t h e  Armed Forces t h a t  t h e  PKI c o u l d  e v e n  b r i n g  off s u c h  
a t h i n g  a s  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  Army.s w h o l e  top command 

- and  a l s o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  of u n p r e p a r e d n e s s  of the PKI 
a t  t h e  t i m e  for an a l l - o u t  c h a l l e n g e  f r o m  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  summary--Aidit  had a l l  a l o n g  t e n d e d  t o  b e l i t t l e  
t h e  c h a n c e  of a m i l i t a r y  c h a l l e n g e  of t h e  PKI. Arounq 
1 9 6 4 ,  however ,  he  a p p a r e n t l y  began  t o  t a k e  t h e  p o s s i b i 1 i : y  
of a showdown w i t h  t h e  a r m y  a l i t t l e  more s e r i o u s l y ,  a s  
S u k a r n o ' s  d e a t h  or d i s a b i l i t y  began  t o  seem l i k e  a d i s t i n c t  
p o s s i b i l i t y  before t h e  PKI c o u l d  a s sume  power. By t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  c o u p ,  he  had made a good b e g i n n i n g  i n  h i s  p l a n  
t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y  as t h e  p r e f e r a b l e  Ray 
f o r  t h e  PKI t o  a c q u i r e  some c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  a rmed s t r u g g l e ,  
w i t h o u t  t h e  r i s k s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a program 10 t r a i n  and  eqc l ip  
PKI p a r t y  members. 

PKI P o l i c v  Toward S u k a r n o  

T h e r e  is one o t h e r  a spec t  of t h e  PKI d o m e s t i c  
p o l i c y  t h a t  s h o u l d  be m e n t i o n e d  before w e  l o o k  a t  t h e  
PKI i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  i n  
t h e  mon ths  j u s t  before t h e  coup. T h a t  is its g e n e r a l  
policy toward Sukarno .  A i d i t ' s  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  Presi- 
d e n t  was almost c e r t a i n l y  a c r u c i a l  f ac to r  I n  t h e  PKI's 
i n v o l v e m e n t  in t h e  c o u p .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  seems t o  have  been no s e r i o u s  d i s -  
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  o v e r  A i d i t ' s  g e n e r a l  l i n e  o n  
" p e a c e f u l  t r a n s i t i o n  to s o c i a l i s m , "  t h e r e  does seem t o  
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h a v e  b e e n  some d i s s e n s i o n  o v e r  e l e m e n t s  of t h a t  p o l i c y ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  PKI s h o u l d  s u b o r d i n a t e  
its i n t e r e s t s  t o  those of S u k a r n o .  No o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  would  have  a r g u e d  i n  f a v o r  of a major 
c h a l l e n g e  t o  S u k a r n o ;  it was o b v i o u s  t h a t  h i s  policies,  
b o t h  d o m e s t i c a l l y  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  for t h e  most p a r t ,  
f a v o r e d  PKI i n t e r e s t s ;  t h e  l o n g e r  h e  l a s t e d  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  
t h e  bet ter  were t h e  p a r t y ' s  c h a n c e s  of a s s u m i n g  power 
w i t h o u t  a major s t r u g g l e .  I t  was g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  
t h e  best hope of t h e  PKI l a y  I n  t h e  c a r e f u l  a n d  l o y a l  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of h i s  po l ic ies .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  'one re l i -  
a b l e  and  knowledgab le  s o u r c e ,  

A i d i t  m a i n t a i n s  h i s  p o s i t i o n  by v i r t u e  of h i s  
b e i n g  t h e  p a r t y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  p o i n t  of c o n t a c t  
w i t h  S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  

. s t r a t e g y ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a t  l e a s t ,  I s  t o  s u p p o r t  
Suka rno .  \. 

As a way of i n g r a t i a t i n g  t h e  PKI w i t h  S u k a r n o ,  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  Communists had a d o p t e d  a d e l i b e r a t e  " t a c t i c  
of f l a t t e r y "  toward  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  They  s t u d i e d  h i s  words 
and  h i s  d o c t r i n e s  and  h i s  a s p i r a t i o n s  fo r  I n d o n e s i a  w i t h  
t h e  same d i l i g e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  s t u d i e d  Communist w r i t i n g s .  
The s p e e c h e s  of A i d i t  a n d  t h e  o the r  PKI l e a d e r s  werea l -  
ways  g e n e r o u s l y  a d o r n e d  w i t h  q u o t a t i o n s  from t h e  " G r e a t  
L e a d e r  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n . "  I n  t r e a t i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  formu- 
l a t i o n s  w i t h  q u a s i - t h e o l o g i c a l  r e v e r e n c e  a n d  i n  making  
h im t h e  object of t h e i r  " c u l t  of p e r s o n a l i t y , "  t h e  Com- 
m u n i s t s  were n o t  only a p p e a l i n g  t o  S u k a r n o ' s  b o u n d l e s s  
v a n i t y  b u t  a t  t h e  same time r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  image of 
t h e m s e l v e s  as h i s  t r u e  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  therefore h i s  most 
d e s e r v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  h e i r s . *  

*Sukarno  n e v e r  s t a t e d  p u b l i c 1 y ' : t h a t  he  v iewed t h e  PXI 
as his h e i r ,  b u t  t h i s  Image v a s  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l t  u p  through 

... t h e  s u b t l e  i n t e r p l a y  be tween  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  Com- 
.. munis  ts. 
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To be  su re ,  Sukarno  was n o t  u n g r a t e f u l .  On 23 
May 1965 ,  a t  t h e  45th a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  of t h e  
PKI. he  acknowledged t h e  p a r t y ' s  unswerving  s u p p o r t .  He 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  a n n i v e r s a r y  ceremony,  ex- 
c h a n g i n g  compliments  w i t h  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s .  In h i s  s p e e c h  
on t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  PKI was t r u l y  h i s  " b e s t  
d i s c i p l e , "  t h a t  " Indones i a  could n e v e r  emerge as a 
m a j o r  power w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  of the Communists." 

I embrace t h e  P K I ,  b e c a u s e  it is a r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  force. PKI go f o r w a r d .  PKI n e v e r  
r e t r e a t .  PXI grow. PKI be s t r o n g .  Onward. 

A i d i t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s a n g  t h e  wisdom and g l o r y  
of P r e s i d e n t  Sukarno  l o u d e r  and  more u n e q u i v o c a b l y  t h a n  
any  other  l n d o n e s i a n  p o l i t i c a l  leader.  In a n  i n t e r v i e w  
i n  March 1965, h e  s a i d :  

I 
The P r e s i d e n t  is 'my t e a c h e r ,  my l e a d e r .  
H e  is a g r e a t  p a t r i o t .  H e  Is f i g h t i n g  
a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  more t h a n  t h e  l e a d e r s  
of s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  The other p a r t i e s  
i n  I n d o n e s i a  meet him o f t e n .  Bu t  t h e  PKI 
is m e n t a l l y  closer t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  some of t h e  more m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r s  of t h e  PKI 
had c e r t a i n  d o u b t s  abou t  t h e  wisdom of t h e  p a r r y ' s  suppor t -  
i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  A i d i t  was c a r r y i n g  
t h e  p o l i c y .  They were r e p o r t e d l y  d i s t u r b e d  a t  t h e  con- 
t r a d i c t i o n  between p a r t y  s t r e n g t h  and p a r t y  s u b s e r v i e n c e  
t o  Sukarno .  

A t  t h e  time of t h e  coup, A i d i t  p r o b a b l y  had more 
i n f l u e n c e  on Sukarno  t h a n  any  o t h e r  p e r s o n .  More t h a n  
e v e r  before ,  h e  was push ing  Suka rno  o n  m a t t e r s  of v i t a l  
I n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  PKI--like t h e  " f l f t h  force" and t h e  

.. 
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" t r o i k a "  i d e a  a n d  t h e  i d e a  of a NASAKOM c a b i n e t . *  Of 
t h e  t w o  men,  h o w e v e r ,  S u k a r n o  still  h a d  t h e  u p p e r  h a n d .  
For t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  A i d i t  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t ;  h e  
w o u l d  go a l o n g  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  S u k a r n o  d e c i d e d ,  e x p e c t i n g  
t o  g a i n  t h e  u p p e r  h a n d  t h a t  way. 

E v e n  i f  S u k a r n o ' s  d e c i s i o n s  w e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
PKI--such a s  S u k a r n o ' s  d e c i d i n g  to g i v e  o n l y  
f o u r  p o s t s  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s  i n  a c a b i n e t  of 
7 5  or  h i s  r e f u s i n g  t o  arm 10 m i l l i o n  p e a s a n t s - -  
A i d i t  t o o k  them i n  g r e a t  g o o d  humor ,  n e v e r  

*By 1965, t h e  PKI had  made a Nasakom c a b i n e t  a v i r t u a l  
demand of t h e  p a r t y ;  i t  w a s  t h e  f u r t h e s t  t h e y  had  e v e r  
g o n e  i n  p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  own o b j e c t i v e s  o n  t h e  P r e s i q e n t .  
I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  p r e s s  o t h e r  
demands--one t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  i m p o s e d  a " t r o i k a "  p o l i c y  
o n  t h e  c h i e f s  of s t a f f  of t h e  a r m e d  forces and a n o t h e r ,  
t h e  ' f i f t h  force" c o n c e p t ,  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  p l a c e d  s m a l l  
arms i n  t h e  h a n d s  of Communist  p a r t y  members. A i d i t ' s  
" t r o i k a "  p r o p o s a l  e n v i s a g e d  a p o l i c y m a k i n g  b o a r d  composed  
of n a t i o n a l i s t ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d ,  of course,  Communist  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  command l e v e l s ,  from t h e  c h i e f  
of s t a f f  t o  t h e  lowest l e v e l  of command. When G e n e r a l  
Y a n i  h e a r d  of A i d i t ' s  " t r o i k a "  p r o p o s a l ,  h e  w e n t  p e r s o n -  
a l l y  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  i d e a .  H e  is r e p o r t e d  
t o  h a v e  t o l d  S u k a r n o :  " I  am a N a s a k o m i s t ,  a n d  my Nasakom- 
i s m  is t h e  same a s  y o u r s .  T h e r e  Is n o  n e e d  t o  I n t r o d u c e  
Nasakom i n t o  t h e  a rmed forces.  T h e  e l e m e n t s  of Nasakom 
a r e  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  w i t h  e a c h  member of t h e  a rmed forces.  
T h e  I n d o n e s i a n  a rmed forces h a v e  had  t h e  Nasakom i d e a  
from t h e i r  b e g i n n i n g . "  S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e  PKI l a t e r  made 
f u n  of t h e  Army 's  s o - c a l l e d  "Nasakom s p i r i t "  i n  l i t t l e  
s o n g s  a n d  v e r s e s  t h a t  became r a t h e r  w e l l  known a t  t h e  
time. E v e r y o n e  knew t h a t  t h e  Army was d o i n g  w h a t  i t  c o u l d  
t o  resist t h e  i d e a  of Nasakom c o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  Army a l t h o u g h  
i t  made a p r e t e n s e  of s u p p o r t i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  i d e a  of Nasakom 
i n  g e n e r a l .  



. ... ._ . . . .  ... 

o p e n l y  d o u b t i n g  or c r i t i c i s i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  
v e r d i c t .  . . I t  m u s t  have  b e e n  h i g h l y  r e a s s u r -  
i n g  f o r  S u k a r n o  t o  h e a r  from A i d i t  ( i n  h i s  
i n t e r v i e w  i n  March 1965) t h a t  'many t h i n k  
I c a n  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  H e  is n o t  
i n f l u e n c e d  by anybody . '  T h e s e  a r e  e x a c t l y  
t h e  words  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  l i k e d  t o  hear .  

T: ie re  were s u p p o s e d l y  t h r e e  p e o p l e  who knew how t o  f l a t t e r  
S u k a r n o  t o  get  t h e i r  way. One was A i d i t .  One was Suban- 
d r i o .  And t h e  t h i r d  was h i s  w i f e  Dewi. 

Background t o  a Coup: Sep tember  1964-March 1965 

The p r o c e s s  of e l i m i n a t i n g  a l l  e f f e c t i v e  o p p o s i -  
t i o n  to S u k a r n o  and  h i s  p o l i c i e s ,  w h i c h  had been  t h e  main  
p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d  in I n d o n e s i a  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  was g r e a t l y  
a c c e l e r a t e d  d u r i n g  the .  f a l l  and  w i n t e r  1964-65. Appar- 
e n t l y  aware of h i s  d e c l i n i n g  h e a l t h  a n d  a f r a i d  t h a t  g radua .1  
e v o l u t i o n  would  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of h i s  
g r a n d  d e s i g n  for I n d o n e s i a ,  S u k a r n o  seems t o  h a v e  d e c i d e d '  
sometime a round  t h e  f a l l  of 1964  t o  s p e e d  ud t h e  p r o c e s s  
of n e u t r a l i z i n g  or l i q u i d a t i n g  a l l  i n d e p e n d e n t  power ' 

c e n t e r s  obs t ruc t ing  h i s  p u r p o s e s .  A s s i s t i n g  him i n  t h i s  
t a s k  was t h e  PKI, first and  f o r e m o s t ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  In -  
d o n e s i a n  A i r  Force u n d e r  D a n i ,  first Deputy  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  
S u b a n d r i o ,  a h o s t  of Communist s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  and  a n  i n -  
c r e a s i n g  number of o p p o r t u n i s t s  who c l i m b e d  o n  t h e  band- 
wagon a s  s o o n  as i t  g o t  r o l l i n g .  

The p r o c e s s  of e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  p r o c e d e d  
by s t a g e s .  After a first move b y  S u k a r n o  t o  remove or  
r e d u c e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  from a c e r t a i n  q u a r t e r ,  t h e  PKI 
would i m m e d i a t e l y  move i n  w i t h  a v i c i o u s  a n t i - A m e r i c a  
campaign  d e s i g n e d  t o  l i n k  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  I n d o n e s i a  
w i t h  t h e  " f o r e i g n  enemy." S u k a r n o  would t h e n  a c c u s e  the 
o p p o s i t i o n  of t r e a s o n  t o  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  and  
have  i ts l e a d e r s  removed from 6 f f i c e  and  t h e i r  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  p u b l i c a t i o n s  banned .  
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President Sukarno witb Ndit at Merdekn Palan, DjaknrtP. 1965 
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A l t e r  t h e  r u m o r s  a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  f a i l i n g  k i d n e y  
became c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1 9 6 4 ,  a movement S u p p o r t e d  
from b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  by T h i r d  Depu ty  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  
C h a e r u l  S a l e h  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  o p e n l y  by M i n i s t e r  of T r a d e  
Adam d n i i k  begar, a m a j o r  polemic w i t h  t h e  PKI. Upon 
E L k a r n o ' s  r e t u r n  from o v e r s e a s  i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l ,  h e  
p r o m p ? l y  banned  r h e  BPS, or the ' Body t o  S u p p o r t  Suka rno-  
i s m "  dS The movement was c a i i e d .  T h i s  was t h e  s t a r t  of 
b ser:es of b a n n i n g s  and  purges  i n  1965, e a c h  of w h i c h  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  s t a t u s  a n d  power of t h e  P K I  a s  w e l l  a s  
of S z k a r n o .  

On 8 J a n u a r y ,  a f t e r  w i t h d r a w i n g  f rom t h e  U n i t e d  
XaLions ,  S u k a r n o  banned  t h e  Murba P a r t y ,  wh ich  had o b v i -  
o u s l y  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  BPS, a l t h o u g h  S u k a r n o  had 
n o t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l i n k  t h e  two when h e  first moved a g a i n s t  
t h e  BPS.. On 24 F e b r u a r y ,  f o l l o w i n g  a d r a m a t i c a l l y  

\ #  

. .. . 

* A p p a r e n t l y ,  b o t h  S u b a n d r i o  a n d  t h e  PKI were s h o c k e d  
by  S u k a r n o ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  I n d o n e s i a  from t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  and  h i s  b o l d n e s s  i n  b a n n i n g  t h e  Murba 
P a r t y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a r e l i a b l e  source,  " S u k a r n o ' s  i m -  
p u l s i v e  d e c i s i o n  (re I n d o n e s i a ' s  w i t h d r a w a l  from t h e  
U . N . )  h o r r i f i e d  e v e n  h i s  f r i e n d  and s t r a i g h t m a n  Suban- 
d r i o ,  who, a s  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  had t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
order.  H e  d e l a y e d  t h e  f o r m a l  l e t t e r  of w i t h d r a w a l  f o r  
t h r e e  weeks  b e f o r e  he s i g n e d  i t ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  Bung 
would  c h a n g e  h i s  mind.  S u b a n d r i o  t o l d  o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  had  b e e n  ' t oo  w h i m s i -  
c a l . '  PKI l e a d e r  Lukman is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  t o l d  a 
g r o u p  of l e a d e r s  of P K I - c o n t r o l l e d  f r o n t  g r o u p s  i n  Solo 
t h a t  t h e  t op  PKI l e a d e r s h i p  was ' t a k e n  a b a c k '  by P r e s i d e n t  
S u k a r n o ' s  d a r i n g  i n  p u l l i n g  o u t  of t h e  U.N.; he  s a i d  t h a t  
i t  was  f a r  more d a r i n g  t h a n  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s h i p  had e x p e c t e d .  
H e  s a i d  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s h i p  was a l s o  ' ' s u r p r i s e d  by Sukar -  
n o ' s  show of g u t s  i n  b a n n i n g  r h e  Murba P a r t y . "  Accord-  
i n g  t o  Lukman, t h e  c o m p l e t e  e r a d i c a t i o n  of t h e  Murba P a r t y  

. was t h e  t o p  p r i o r i t y  t a s k  of t h e  PKI t h r o u g h o u t  I n d o n e s i a .  
H e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  S u k a r n o  had warned  PNI a n d  NU l e a d e r s  
t h a t  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  p u r g e  t h e i r  p a r t i e s  of c o u n t e r - r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s  h e  would a l s o  b a n  t h e i r  p a r t i e s .  Because  
of t h e s e  " p r o g r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s "  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  PKI 
i n t e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  its s u p p o r t  of S u k a r n o ,  a c c o r d i n g  
to Lukman. 
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h e i g h t e n e d  an t i -Amer ican  campaign  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  S u k a r n o  
banned  t h e  newspape r s  w h i c h  had s u p p o r t e d  t h e  BPS, w h i c h  
he  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a CIA p l o t  t o  " k i l l  Suka rno i sm a n d  
Sukarno . "  (The b a n s  of t h e s e  n e w s p a p e r s  g a v e  t h e  PKI 
'complete c o n t r o l  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  f i e 1 d . j  A f e w  d a y s  
a f t e r  t h e  b a n n i n g  of these p a p e r s ,  he  o r d e r e d  t h e  re tool -  
i n g  of t h e  ' 45  G e n e r a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  v e h i c l e  of 
C h a e r u l  Sa l eh  which  a l s o  had w i d e s p r e a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  among 
gove rnmen t  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s ,  I n  A p r i l ,  a predomin-  
a n t l y  PKI g o v e r n i n g  boa rd  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  new board 
of g o v e r n o r s  of t h e  ' 4 5  G e n e r a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Murba 
P a r t y  members S a l e h  and  Mal ik  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  "re-rooled" 
by  l o s i n g  c o n t r o l  of most  of t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

- r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I n  Sep tember ,  S u k a r n o  announced  t h a t  
t h e  ' 4 5  G e n e r a t i o n  was  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r  h i s  c o n t r o l ;  
C h a e r u l  S a l e h  p u b l i c l y  begged f o r  f o r g i v e n e s s .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b a n n i n g  of t h e  BPS p r e s s ,  a number 
of new Moslem newspape r s  s u d d e n l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  
w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  t r e a d i n g  g i n g e r l y  o n  PKI t o e s ,  
g a v e  p r o m i s e  of e v e n t u a l l y  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  BPS p a p e r s  i n  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  PKI. Suka rno  moved p r o m p t l y  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  
t h i s  new t h r e a t .  I n  a se r ies  of d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e  Moslem 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of Suban-  
drio. T h u s ,  t h e  Moslem-PKI issue had been  dampened down' 
by S e p t e m b e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  were s t i l l  i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  
of v i o l e n c e  be tween t h e  t w o  g r o u p s . *  Now S u k a r n o  c o u l d  
c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  a t t a c k  on t h e  t w o  most i m p o r t a n t  c i t a d e l s  
of a n t i - P K I  power--the PNI r i g h t - w i n g  and  t h e  Army l e a d -  
e r s h i p .  

*The Moslem issue was by  n o  means s e t t l e d .  C e r t a i n  
of t h e  more d o c i l e  Moslem o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were b e h a v i n g  them- 
s e l v e s ,  b u t  t h e  HMI ( t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Moslem Unive r -  
s i t y  s t u d e n t s )  was still a c t i v e .  As n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  
were s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  of v i o l e n c e  be tween  t h e  Moslems 
a n d  t h e  PKI i n  1965. If most of the Moslem o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
had b e e n  i n t i m i d a t e d  by Suka rno ,  some, l i k e  t h e  HMI, 
were f a r  from d e a d .  .. 
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For s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had b e e n  working 
t o  c o n v e r t  t h e  PNI i n t o  a v i r t u a l  mirror of t h e  PKI i n  
terms of its e s p o u s a l  of pro-Communist p o s i t i o n s  and  r t -  
t i t u d e s .  A l though  t h e  p a r t y  had g o n e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

. general  pro-Communist o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
t h e r e  had been  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o o t - d r a g g i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  
of a sma l l  g r o u p  of m o d e r a t e s  in t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  such 
a s  F i r s t  Chairman H a r d i  and  C e n t r a l  J a v a  Chai rman 
Had i subeno .  Oppos ing  t h i s  g r o u p  of moderates was t h e  
pro-Communist PNI S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  Surachman,  who had 
t h e  b a c k i n g  of A l l  S a s t r o a m i d j o j o  a n d  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  b o a r d  
members. I n  March 1965, Subarno s t e p p e d  u p  his campaign 
t o  *'re-tool'' t h e  PNI t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  wa6 obvious 
t h a t  p u r g e s  would soon occur.  A d d r e s s i n g  an e x t r a o r d i n -  
a r y  meeting of t h e  PNI i n  D j a k a r t a  on 25 and  26 March, 
he  c l a i m e d  t h a t  " r e c e n t  e v e n t s "  had  c l e a r e d  t h e  road for 
t h e  s o c l a l f u t  s t a g e  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n ; *  he 
c a l l e d  u n e q u i v o c a l l y  for t h e  o u s t e r  of " f a l s e  Marh e n l o t a l p  
from t h e  PNI, whom h e  i d e n t i f i e d  i m p l i c i t l y  as a n t  9 

* I t  was S u k a r n o ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  PKI, t h a t  vas pushing 
the i d e a  t h a t  I n d o n e s i a  was  a b o u t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  S o c i a L i e t  
s t a g e  i n  t h e  s p r i a g  of 1965. A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  PKI was not 
happy w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was making 
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t - - s u c h  a8 t h e  s p e e c h  t h a t  he  made t o  the 
P r o v i s i o n a l  People's C o n s u l t a t i v e  C o n g r e s s  (MPRS) o n  11 
April .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  p a r t y  had  two m a i n  o b j e c t i o r l s .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  PKX t h e o r y ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be a *'strong, co- 
hesive government-ncknowledged force t o  guide l n d o n e a l r  
into t h e  socialist stage." I n  tbe view of t h e  PKX, only 
the PKI could ac t  n6 such a force. Y e t ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  tbe 
only s t r o n g  c o h e s i v e  force t a  Indonesia i n  1965 vats the 
army; which the IXI obv%ously considered t h e  wrong v e b t c l o  
for l e n d i n g  Xndonesia into the s o c i a l i s t  stage. The 
second objection was that, according t o  PKI theory, la- 
donesia could pass Loto its socla.list s t a g e  of develop- 
m e n t  only after the nat ional  democratic stage had been 

. .  c o m p l e t e d .  According to  the PKI, t h i s  was not  t h e  case 
i n  I n d o n e s i a  in 1965. 
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Communists .  On 4 May, t h e  f i r s t  " fa l se  M a r h a e n i s t "  was  
o u s t e d ;  a s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  of t h e  PNI c e n t r a l  b o a r d  re- 
moved Had i subeno  from c o n t r o l  of t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  P N I .  
A t  t h e  PNI a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  o n  26 J u l y ,  S u k a r n o  

. s p o k e  a g a i n  of I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  
s t a g e ; "  t h i s  time he  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t r y  m i g h t  neces- 
s a r i l y  be a v i o l e n t  one .*  Once a g a i n ,  he  c a l l e d  for t h e  
ouster of "false  M a r h a e n i s t s "  from t h e  PNI. About t e n  
d a y s  l a t e r ,  a s p e c i a l l y - c o n v e n e d  m e e t i n g  of t h e  P N I  
l e a d e r s h i p  c o u n c i l  o f f i c i a l l y  pu rged  H a r d i  a n d  h i s  f o l -  
lowers from t h e  p a r t y  and  g r a d u a l l y  t h e r e a f t e r  r e p l a c e d  
them w i t h  e i t h e r  pro-Communist or Communist s y m p a t h i z e r s . * *  
The PNI h a d - a l l  b u t  c o l l a p s e d  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  force c a p -  

- a b l e  of r e s i s t i n g  Sukarno .  Only  t h e  Army r e m a i n e d .  

For a l o n g  drh.il.e, t h e  Army had been e x p e r i e n c i n g  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  e s p e c i -  
a l l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ;  w h e r e  t h e  PKI h a d ,  
i ts g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h -  Some of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  a l a r m e d  by 
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  a scendancy  of t h e  PKI i n  C e n t r a l  J a v a ,  
a r e  known t o  have  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t i d e  was t u r n i n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Army i n  I n d o n e s i a  a s  a w h o l e .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  G e n e r a l  
Yani  and a group of h i s  most t r u s t e d  a d v i s e r s  i n  t h e  Army 

. + I n  t h i s  s p e e c h  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  of  t h e  P N I  3 8 t h  a n n i -  
v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  S u k a r n o  p u b l i c l y  i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  1926 PKI r e v o l t .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  PKI had b e e n  
r i g h t  t o  t r y  t o  seize power v i o l e n t l y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  It had 
n o t  s u c c e e d e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  I m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t r y  
i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s t a g e  I n  I n d o n e s i a  m i g h t  be v i o l e n t .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  e v e n  t h e  PKI was s h o c k e d  by S u k a r n o ' s  e s p o u s a l  
of t h e  v i o l e n t  e n t r y  i n t o  soc ia l i sm.  The p a r t y  had b e e n  
e s p o u s i n g  t h e  peaceful  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  soc ia l i sm.  Actu-  
a l l y ,  a s  n o t e d  before, t h e  PKI had n o t  b e e n  p u s h i n g  t h e  
i d e a  of I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  I n t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
t h e  way S u k a r n o  was. 

. *+As a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of how l e f t i s t  S u k a r n o  had become 
I n  1965, t h e  " f a l s e  M a r h a e n i s t s "  w h o  were p u r g e d  from 
t h e  PNI f o r  b e i n g  ant i -Communist  a re  among t h e  lef t is t  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  P r e s i d e n t  S u h a r t o  t o d a y .  
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. .  

b e g a n  t o  meet t o g e t h e r  i n f o r m a l l y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t -  
i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  w h a t  t h e  Army s h o u l d  do a b o u t  
i t .  The g r o u p ,  known a s  t h e  " b r a i n - t r u s t , "  i n c l u d e d  f o u r  
o t h e r  g e n e r a l s ,  b e s i d e s  Y a n i :  Gen. S u p r a p t o ,  Gen. H a r j o n o ,  
Gen. P a r m a n ,  a n d  Gen. S u k e n d r o .  C o n t r a r y  t o  w i d e s p r e a d  
b e l i e f ,  Cen.  S u t o j o  a n d  Gen. P a n d j a i t a n ,  who were a l s o  
v i c t i m s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  a l o n g  w i t h  Y a n i ,  S u p r a p t o ,  
H a r j o n o ,  a n d  P a r m a n ,  were n o t  members of t h e  l ' b r a i n - t r u s t . t i  
They  were close f r i e n d s  of-ni a n d  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  con-  
s i d e r e d  t o  be among " Y a n i ' s  b o y s "  in t h e  Army, b u t  t h e y  
were n o t  p a r t  of t h e  group t h a t  began t o  meet t o g e t h e r  
r e g u l a r l y ,  in secret ,  i n  J a n u a r y  t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  m a t -  
t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  Army.* 

Around t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  Gen. Y a n i  a n d  a g r o u p  
of his m o s t  t r u s t e d  a d v i s e r s  i n  t h e  Army b e g a n  t o  meet 
t o g e t h e r  f o r  secret  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  p ' o l i t l c a l  s i t u a -  
t i o n ,  t h e  Army w a s  p r e s e n t e d  w l t h  a proposal  from h e  PKI 
w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  most s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e  i t  h a  x * y e t  

* T h i s  g r o u p  of f i v e  g e n e r a l s  w h i c h  b e g a n  t o  meet to- 
g e t h e r  r e g u l a r l y  i n  J a n u a r y  1965 t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  
problems a f f e c t i n g  t h e  Army was, almost c e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  
g r o u p  t h a t  t h e  PKI was w a r n i n g  S u k a r n o  a b o u t .  A i d i t  re- 
ferred t o  t h e  g r o u p  as t h e  " G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l . "  T h e r e  
was a n o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  army that was a l s o  known 
a s  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h  was c o n c e r n e d  s o l e l y  w i t h  
t h e  m a t t e r  of p r o m o t i o n s  a n d  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  Gen.  Y a n i  a n d  
t h e  Army t r i e d  t o  d i v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  away from t h e  g r o u p  
of g e n e r a l s  who were m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n f o r m a l l y  b y  b r i n g -  
i n g  u p  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  was 
a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  I t  o b v i o u s l y  h a d  
n o t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  of g e n e r a l s ,  known w i t h i n  
t h e  a rmy as Y a n i ' s  " b r a i n t r u s t , "  who were meeting t o  d i s -  
c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  mat ters .  

t r u s t "  or " G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l " ,  a s  A i d i t  referred t o  i t ,  
. _  were v i c t i m s  of t h e  30 September Movement,  except for Gen. 

S u k e n d r o ,  who was i n  Communist  C h i n a  on t h e  d a y  of t h e  

A l l  of t h e  generals who w e r e  i n c l u d e d  I n  t h e  "bra in-  

-' c o u p .  
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f aced .  I n  l a t e  J a n u a r y ,  i t  was r e v e a l e d  t h a t  A i d i t  had 
r e q u e s t e d  S u k a r n o  t o  arm p e a s a n t s  and  w o r k e r s  as a s p e c i a l  
d e f e n s e  force or " p e o p l e ' s  mi l i t i a " - - the  so-cal led " f i f t h  
force."* The  PKI and  Communist Ch ina  were t o  keep  u p  t h e  
p r e s s u r e  on S u k a r n o  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  " f i f t h  force" 
a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  and  s u m m e r  of 1965; S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f  
w a s  to r e m a i n  uncommit ted  o n  t h i s  issue. However ,  i n  
A p r i l ,  h e  took a d e f i n i t e  s t e p  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of u n d e r -  
m i n i n g  t h e  Army as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i t i c a l  force.  A t  
a special  meetiog of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders t h a t  month,  
he ordered t h e  Army t o  get  i n t o  s t e p  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
and  r e v i s e  its d e f e n s e  t h i n k i n g  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  h i s  own 

- t h i n k i n g  of Nekolim ( S u k a r n o ' s  word fo r  " i m p e r i a l i s t "  
n a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  U . S .  a n d  U.K.), r a t h e r  t h a n  
Communist C h i n a ,  as t h e  main  enemy of I n d o n e s i a .  

Many of t h e  Army's s e n i o r  off icers  are known t o  
have  b e e n  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  about  t h e s e - n e w  orders,  whf.ch 
t h e y  b e l i e v e d  opened  t h e  way f o r  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of 
t h e  Army's s t r o n g  an t i -Communis t  pos tu re .  
much aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A i r  Force Commander Dan i  had 
s o l d  o u t  to S u k a r n o  and t h e  PKI and was a c t i v e l y  a s s i s t -  
i n g  i n  t h e  campaign  a g a i n s t  t h e  Army. The Army h e l d  a 
series of c o n f e r e n c e s  t o  " t u r n  t h e  w h e e l  t o w a r d  t h e  l e f t "  
a s  S u k a r n o  demanded, b u t  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  Y a n i  a n d  a f ew 
other  s e n i o r  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  Army were m e e t i n g  i n  secret  
t o  d i s c u s s  ways of r e s i s t i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  moves t o  d e s t r o y  
t h e  Army a s  a p o l i t i c a l  force opposed  t o  t h e  r a d i c a l  move- 
ment  t o  t h e  l e f t .  I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Army was o n  t h e  
d e f e n s i v e  a n d  was r e a c t i n g  t o  i n i t i a t i v e s  by  S u k a r n o  a n d  
t h e  PKI. 
a n y t h i n g  more t h a n  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  t o  res is t  S u k a r n o  a n d  
t h e  PKI's b o l d  new moves t o  c r u s h  i t .  

They were v e r y  

T h e r e  is no e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Army was p l a n n i n g  

*Sukarno  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  first t o  u s e  t h e  term " f i f t h  
force." 
i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  i d e a  i n  t h e  first p l a c e .  After S u k a r n o  
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  name " f i f t h  force," e v e r y o n e  c a l l e d  i t  
t h a t .  ' 

A i d i t  had s p o k e n  of "arming  w o r k e r s  a n d  p e a s a n t s ' '  
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I n  e a r l y  May, S u k a r n o  o r d e r e d  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  
N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  I n s t i t u t e  p l a c e d  u n d e r  c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l  
a n d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a number of pro-Communis t  c o u r s e s  
i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  h e  made  a n o t h e r  
p roposa l  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l  b u t  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  APmy as 
a p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  as a n  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  force.  H e  p r o -  
p o s e d  t h a t  Nasakom a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s  ( i n  w h i c h  t h e  PKI 
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s )  
s h o u l d  be formed to a d v i s e  m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e r s  at a l l  
l e v e l s ,  from t h e  top e c h e l o n  down t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s .  
T h e  PKI o b v i o u s l y  had  i n  m i n d  a p o l i t i c a l  commissar s y s t e m  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of Communist  C h i n a .  S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f  c i t e d  

- t h e  e x a m p l e  of Communist  C h i n a  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i d e a  f o r  
Nasakom a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  Army. P r o b a b l y  e v e n  more 
t h a n  t h e  " f i f t h  force," t h e  p o l i t i c a l  commissar s y s t e m  
a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  PKI would  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Army a s  
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  power i n  I n d o n e s i a .  T h e  g e n e r a l s  were 
d e t e r m i n e d l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  i d e a .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  were f o r c e d  
t o  m o u t h  s u p p o r t  f o r  i t ,  t h e y  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e s i k t e d  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a n y  s u c h  p o l i t i c a l  commissar s y s t e m  i n  
t h e  Army up t o  t h e  time o f  t h e  coup. 

A s  of e a r l y  A u g u s t  1965, t h e n ,  S u k a r n o ' s  b a l a n c e  
s h e e t  showed a m i x e d  p i c t u r e .  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  h e  had 
c r u s h e d  t h e  S a l e h  forces a n d  r e m o v e d  t h e  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  
s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  P N I ,  a n d  h e  h a d  n e u t r a l i z e d  t h e  Moslems, 
m a k i n g  i t  possible t o  c r u s h  them a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  B u t  
t h e  Army h a d  h e l d .  H e  may w e l l  h a v e  dec ided  t h a t  u n l e s s  
t h e r e  was a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  A r m y . f e a d e r s h i p  t h e  Army was 
n o t  l i k e l y  t o  g i v e  i n  on  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  " f i f t h  force" 
a n d  t h e  e v e n  more c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m a t t e r  of i n t r o d u c i n g  
Nasakom c o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  command s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Army. 
I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h e  may h a v e  b e g u n  t o  t h i n k  of p u r g i n g  
t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p ,  a s  h e  had  p u r g e d  t h e  PNI l e a d e r s h i p .  

- 
T h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  

I n  l a t e  May 1965, P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  h a d  a d r a m a t i c  
. c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  Army Commander Y a n i  o v e r  t w o  i s s u e s ;  

o n e  of t h e m ,  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  
-. G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r .  S i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  
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is of interest  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p ,  i t  may be w e l l  
t o  d i s c u s s  it before t a k i n g  u p  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l .  

S u k a r n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  c a l l e d  i n  Gen. Yan i  
a n d  t h e  commanders of t h e  o t h e r  armed s e r v i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  D e f e n s e  M i n i s t e r  N a s u t i o n ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  
L e t t e r  t h e  v e r y  same d a y  t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  first showed t h e  
l e t te r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h a t  was t h e  2 6 t h  of May 1965. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u b a n d r i o ,  t h e  l e t t e r  had been  m a i l e d  t o  
him a t  h i s  home a d d r e s s  i n  a n  e n v e l o p e  b e a r i n g  a D j a k a r t a  
pos tmark  b u t  no r e t u r n  a d d r e s s .  A c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  

- was u n s i g n e d ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  le t ter  had b e e n  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  home of B i l l y  P a l m e r ,  a n  American b u s i n e s s m a n ,  
whose house  had been  r a i d e d  by t h e  PK'I. (The r a i d  o n  
P a l m e r ' s  home had b e e n  w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
p r e s s . )  I n  other w o r d s ,  t h e  c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  I m p l i e d  
t h a t  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  had been  f u r n i s h e d  t o  S u b a n d r i o  
by t h e  PKI. 

The G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  p u r p o r t e d  t o  be a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  
by S i r  Andrew G i l c h r i s t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Ambassador t o  Indon-  
e s i a ,  i n  March 1965. A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u b a n d r i o ,  i t  was a 
l e t t e r  t h a t  Ambassador G i l c h r i s t  s e n t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Foreign 
Of f i ce ,  r e p o r t i n g  o n  a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  the U.S Ambassador 
t o  I n d o n e s i a  c o n c e r n i n g  U.S. and  B r i t i s h  p l a n s  for s u b -  
v e r s i o n  and  o v e r t h r o w  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  gove rnmen t  i n  
c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  I n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  
G i l c h r i s t  was a l l e g e d  t o  have  r e f e r r e d  t o  " o u r  local Army 
f r i e n d s  . '' 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i n  cour t ,  S u b a n d r i o  
o r d e r e d  t h e  B P I ,  I n d o n e s i a ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
wh ich  he h e a d e d ,  t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  of t h e  
document .  H e  was t o l d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  and  t h e  
form of t h e  l e t t e r  were t h e  same a s  t h a t  of o t h e r  docu-  
m e n t s  t a k e n  from t h e  B r i t i s h  Embassy a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
b u r n i n g  of t h e  Embassy a b o u t  e i g h t  months  e a r l i e r .  
S u b a n d r i o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  he  was c o n v i n c e d  by t h i s  r e p o r t  
of t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  of the document  a n d ,  h e  gave t h e  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  on 26 May 1965. 
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S u k a r n o  a p p e a r e d  t o  be g e n u i n e l y  a l a r m e d  by t h e  
G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r .  H i s  h a s t e  i n  c a l l i n g  i n  t h e  commanders  
of t h e  a rmed s e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n s e  t o  d i s -  
cuss t h e  d o c u m e n t  w o u l d  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n -  

. c l i n e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  l e t te r  a s  a u t h e n t i c ;  e i t h e r  t h a t ,  
or h e  w a s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c r e a t i n g  t h a t  i m p r e s s i o n .  A t  t h e  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u k a r n o  o n  26 May, Army Commander Y a n i  is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  d e n i e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made  i n  t h e  
l e t t e r .  H e  t o l d  S u k a r n o  t h a t  G e n e r a l s  P a r m a n  a n d  S u k e n d r o  
were t h e  o n l y  Army g e n e r a l s  who m a i n t a i n e d  close l i a i s o n  
w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h i s  w a s  
t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t .  E i t h e r  S u k a r n o  p r e t e n d e d  n o t  to be ,  
or  h e  w a s  n o t ,  c o n v i n c e d  by Y a n i ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  One or 

- two d a y s  l a t e r ,  he r a i s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  G i l c h r i s t  
L e t t e r  a g a i n  a t  a m e e t i n g  of KODAhl c o m m a n d e r s .  S e v e r a l  
w e e k s  l a t e r ,  h e  g a v e  t h e  go-ahead  t o  S u b a n d r i o  to a n n o u n c e  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  d o c u m e n t  a s  proof of U.S. a n d  B r i t i s h  
p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t  I n d o n e s i a .  T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  were . p l a n n e d  t o  a t t r a c t  w o r l d - w i d e  a t t k n -  
t i o n .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u b a n d r i o  p l a n n e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  d i s -  
c o v e r y  of t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  a t  t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  C o n f e r -  
e n c e  i n  A l g i e r s .  When t h e  conference was p o s t p o n e d  a t  
t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e ,  h e  c a l l e d  a press c o n f e r e n c e  i n  C a i r o ,  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  r e t u r n i n g  home to I n d o n e s i a ,  t o  make t h e  
d rama t i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t .  The  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  c o n f e x -  
e n c e  w a s  h e l d  i n  C a i r o  a t t r a c t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  
much more so t h a n  if S u b a n d r i o  h a d  made t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  
i n  I n d o n e s i a .  

No d o u b t ,  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  S u k a r n o  w a s  pre- 
d i s p o s e d  t o  t h i n k  t h e  worst of b o t h  t h e  U.S. a n d  t h e  
B r i t i s h .  H e  may r e a l l y  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  were i n  c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  r h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
m i l i t a r y  i n  p l o t t i n g  h i s  o v e r t h r o w .  E v e r  s i n c e  t h e  PRRI- 
P e r m e s t a  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s  i n  1956-61, i n  
w h i c h  t h e  U.S. a n d  B r i t a i n  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  
d e e p l y  s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  U . S . ;  a n d  of t h e  C . I . A . ,  i n  par- 
t i c u l a r .  By t h e  summer of 1965, when t h e  West I r i a n  is- 
s u e  h a d  b e e n  s e t t l e d  i n  h i s  f a v o r ,  S u k a r n o  had  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t h e  f u l l  f u r y  of his a n t i - D u t c h  complex t o  t h e  V . S .  a n d  

. .  B r i t a i n .  I n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of g r o w i n g  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  
h im a n d  t h e  Army, h e  m i g h t  e a s i l y  h a v e  b e e n  p e r s u a d e d  

-. of t h e  d a n g e r  of a c o u p  by a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  p r o b a b l y  
i n  f o r e i g n  p a y .  
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Regardleas of what  S u k a r n o  r e a l l y  t h o u g h t - - o r  knew-- 
about t h e  G i l c h r i s t  Letter, i t  is now w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  as 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  was a fo rge ry - -and  a bad 
o n e ,  a t  t h a t .  Ambassador G i l c h r i s t  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  gove rn -  
ment  h a v e  b o t h  d e n i e d  knowing a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  s u c h  a letter. 
B r i t i s h  a n d  U.S. o f f i c i a l s  were n e v e r  shown a c o p y  of the 
l e t te r  t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  s a i d  was t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r ,  b u t  
I n d o n e s i a n  Army of f icers  examined It c a r e f u l l y  a n d  con- 
c l u d e d ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  d o u b t ,  t h a t  i t  was forged.  T h e  hand- 
w r i t i n g  in t h e  m a r g i n ,  s u p p o s e d  t o  be t h a t  of t h e  Ambas- 
s a d o r ,  d i d  n o t  ma tch  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g ;  nor w a s  i t  h i s  s t y l e  
of w r i t i n g .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  most c o n v i n c i n g  e v l d e n c e  t h a t  
t h e  l e t te r  was a forgery is t h e  a b s u r d i t y  t h a t  Ambassador 

- G i l c h r i s t  would d i s c u s s  s u c h  a m a t t e r  a s  U.S. and  B r i t i s h  
p l a n s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Government  i n  a n  uncoded  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e .  E q u a l l y  a b s u r d  is t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  would  e v e r  f i n d  i ts  way i n t o  B i l l y  Pa lmer ' s  
h o u s e ,  i f  i t  were a u t h e n t i c .  (He  was a n  o b v i o u s  t a r g e t  
f o r  t h e  PKI and t h e  BPI ,  b e c a u s e  of h i s  way of l i f e  a n d  
temperament ,  t o  p l a y  t h e  ro l e  of t h e  "enemy a g e n t . " )  More- 
over, i t  ls h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  would h a v e  
been  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y t h i n g  as o u t  of c o n t e x t  w i t h  t h e i r  
p o l i c y  a t  t h e  t i m e  a s  a p l a n  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
Government;  a t  t h e  t i m e - t h e  U.K. was w i t h d r a w i n g  from 
S o u t h e a s t  Asia and  r e d u c i n g  d r a s t i c a l l y  its ro l e  a n d  com- 
m i t m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  T h e r e  is s t i l l  a n o t h e r  po in t - -namely ,  
t h a t  i t  was a l s o  t o t a l l y  o u t  of c h a r a c t e r  for t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
Army t o  have  been  p l o t t i n g  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of S u k a r n o  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t  i n  time. The  Army was much too d i v i d e d  a n d  
on  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  t o  have  been p l a n n i n g  s u c h  a move. 

The q u e s t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  a r i s e s :  who f o r g e d  t h e  
G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r ?  T h r e e  prime s u s p e c t s  i m m e d i a t e l y  come 
t o  mind: S u b a n d r i o ,  A i d i t ,  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e .  A l l  t h r e e  
would have  had t h e  same m o t i v e  i n  w a n t i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  
S u k a r n o  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t  him. 
T h e  m o t i v e ,  of course, would  have  been  t o  ge t  S u k a r n o  
t o  t a k e  f i r m  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  who r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  main t h r e a t  t o  b o t h  S u b a n d r i o  a n d  t h e  PKI I n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  for power a f t e r  Sukarno .  The C h i n e s e  had  a v e s t e d  
i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s ,  f irst  o f . a l l ,  of t h e  
PKI a n d ,  s e c o n d l y ,  of S u b a n d r i o ,  o v e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  
3 n d o n e s i a .  
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S u k a r n o  m u s t  a l s o  be c o n s i d e r e d  among t h e  s u s p e c t s  
w h o  had  b o t h  t h e  m o t i v e  a n d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  fo r  f o r g i n g  
s u c h  a d o c u m e n t .  ( P r e s u m a b l y ,  S u k a r n o  w o u l d  h a v e  u s e d  

. S u b a n d r i o  a n d  t h e  BPI t o  forge a n y  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  h e  w a n t e d  
f o r g e d . )  If S u k a r n o  had a n y  t h o u g h t  of m o v i n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Army, as h e  had moved a g a i n s t  t h e  BPS a n d  t h e  Murba 
P a r t y  a n d  t h e  PNI, h e  w o u l d  h a v e  had  a d e f i n i t e  m o t i v e  
i n  w a n t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a case a g a i n s t  t h e  Army; t h e  G i l -  
C h r i s t  L e t t e r  cou ld  a l w a y s  be u s e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  of Army 
p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  a n d  Army i n t r i g u e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  
e n e m i e s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  s t a t e .  

I n  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  c o u p ,  n o  e v i d e n c e  
h a s  come t o  l i g h t  as t o  who f o r g e d  t h e  l e t t e r .  I n  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  no  a t t e m p t  w a s  e v e r  made 
--as f a r  a s  w e  know--to q u e s t i o n  p e o p l e  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t .  Why t h e  Army d i d  n o t  p u r s u e  t h e  m a t t e r  is n o t  
c l e a r .  U n l e s s  i t  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  i t  had  c o n v i n c i h g  
p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  d o c u m e n t  w a s  a f o r g e r y ,  it seems t h a t  t h e  
o n l y  r e a s o n  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  for n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  p u r s u e  
t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r  w o u l d  be t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of i n v o l v i n g  
S u k a r n o .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  Army w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  a b o v e  a l l  
e lse  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no t r u t h  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  i t  w a s  p l o t t i n g  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of S u k a r n o  i n  c o l l y s i o n  
w i t h  t h e  U.S. a n d  t h e  U.K. To t h i s  e n d ,  i t  h a d  e v e r ?  
r e a s o n  f o r  w a n t i n g  t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r ,  a s  
e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  
is s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  more of a n  e f f o r t  w a s  n o t  made t o  i m -  
p l i c a t e  A i d i t ,  o r  S u b a n d r i o ,  or t h e  C h i n e s e  i n  t h e  f o r g e r y ,  
when a good c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  c a s e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  made 
a g a i n s t  a l l  t h r e e . *  A t  t h e  t i m e  ( i . e .  i n  1966), t h e  Army 

*It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Army n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  make 
a s t r o n g  c a s e  fo r  t h e  C h i n e s e  h a v i n g  f o r g e d  t h e  C l l c h r i s t  
L e t t e r ,  t h o u g h  It  t r i e d  i n  e v e r y  o t h e r  way t o  i m p l i c a t e  
t h e  C h i n e s e  i n  t h e  c o u p .  If i t  were p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  
C h i n e s e  forged t h e  l e t te r ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be j u d g e d  
t o  h a v e  p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  ro le  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c o u p .  
. e v e n t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  coup, w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e y  were 
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was c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on  PKI i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p .  For 
v e r y  good r e a s o n s ,  i t  was b e i n g  v e r y  c i r c u m s p e c t  o n  t h e  
m a t t e r  of S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p .  When i t  d i d  
d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  i t  was u s u a l l y  I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Sukar -  
n o ' s  a c t i o n s  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  a n d  his a c t i o n s  a f t e r -  
w a r d s  In s u p p o r t  of t h e  coup .  D e s p i t e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  mus t  have  had f o r e k n o w l e d g e  of $he c o u p  a n d  mus t  
have  a p p r o v e d  of t h e  c o u p  p l a n s ,  t h e  Army n e v e r  w e n t  so 
f a r  a s  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  s e t  t h e  s tage  for t h e  move 
a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  by f a b r i c a t i n g  e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Army. 

If S u k a r n o  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r ,  
a n y  or a l l  t h r e e  of t h e  o the r  s u s p e c t s - - S u b a n d r i o ,  A i d i t ,  
or t h e  Ch inese - -cou ld  have  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  a l o n g  w i t h  him. 
They may h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  the .  i d e a  t o  h i m  a n d  t h e n  become 
i n v o l v e d  i n  a p l o t  w i t h  him i n  f o r g i n g  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  
L e t t e r ,  or t h e y  may have been used  by S u k a r n o  i n  a scheme 
of h i s  own making.  . 

The e v i d e n c e  a s  t o  who f o r g e d  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  
is s i m p l y  n o t  c o n c l u s i v e .  
t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f u r t h e r .  However,  If w e  had  t o  s a y  w h i c h  
of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  seems most l i k e l y ,  we would  guess  
S u b a n d r i o .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  w e i g h t  of t h e  e v i d e n c e  p o i n t s  
t o  S u b a n d r i o  and  t h e  BPI a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 
t h e  a c t u a l  f o r g i n g  of t h e  document .  W h e t h e r  t h e  BPI had 
S u k a r n o ' s  a p p r o v a l  for t h e  o p e r a t i o n  or w h e t h e r  S u b a n d r i o  
w a s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  what  was S u k a r n o ' s  i d e a  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  
is u n c l e a r .  We s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had S u k a r n o ' s  
a p p r o v a l .  

It d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t  n a r r o w i n g  

The  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  

The  first r e p o r t s  c o n c e r n i n g  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  
were r e c e i v e d  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  I n  May t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  
c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  received t h e  G i l c h r i s t  l e t te r  In t h e  m a i l  
a t  h i s  home. 111 t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  S u b a n d r i o  f irst  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  r e p o r t - - t h a t  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  e x i s t e d  I n  ' t h e  Army 

1 a n d  t h a t  i t  was g o i n g  t o  s t a g e  a c o u p  because of t h e  



g e n e r a l s '  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  S u k a r n o ' s  p o l i c i e s - - f r o m  
t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  of t h e  BPI .*  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  BPI had 

*I t  s h o u l d  be made clear t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  a 
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  
were p l a n n i n g  a c o u p .  A s  a l r e a d y  e x p l a i n e d ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  
were t r u e  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a " G e n e r a l s '  Coun- 
c i l "  t h a t  w a s  m e e t i n g  i n  secret  t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  
m a t t e r s .  The  r e p o r t s  o b v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  g r o u p  
of f i v e  g e n e r a l s  ' (Yani ,  S u p r a p t o ,  H a r j o n o ,  Parman,  and 
S u k e n d r o )  who b e g a n  t o  meet t o g e t h e r  i n f o r m a l l y  i n  Janu-  
ary t o  discuss t h e  Army's  r e s p o n s e  t o  S u k a r n o ' s  new 
i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  c r u s h  i t .  The repor t s  were wrong,  how- 
e v e r ,  i n  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l a n n i n g  a 
c o u p  a g a i n s t  Sukarno. A t  l e a s t ,  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  #.hat 
makes us t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l s  had a n y  s u c h  p l a n ;  t h e  
e v i d e n c e  is t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  first r e p o r t s  a b o u t  a G e n e r a l s '  Coun- 
c i l  were vague  a s  t o  t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  c o u p  t h a t  t h e  gen- 
e r a l s  were a l l e g e d  t o  be p l a n n i n g .  I n  l a t e  A u g u s t  and  
September, however ,  t h e  d a t e  5 October b e g a n  to be men- 
t i o n e d .  I n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p ,  t h i s  d a t e  was 
m e n t i o n e d  more a n d  more o f t e n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a l -  
l e g e d  p l a n s  f o r  a gene ra l s '  c o u p .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  was  
n o  more j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  
were p l a n n i n g  a c o u p  o n  5 October t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  
was  Armed F o r c e s  Day,  w h i c h  g a v e  t h e  Army a n  o b v i o u s  ex- 
c u s e  for b r i n g i n g  l a r g e  numbers  of t r o o p s  t o  D j a k a r t a  f o r  
t h e  Armed Forces Day P a r a d e .  If t h e  Army had b e e n  p l a n -  
n i n g  a c o u p  on  5 O c t o b e r ,  o n l y  5 d a y s  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  c o u p  
t h a t  a c t u a l l y  m a t e r i a l i z e d ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  would  have  
t o  have  been w e l l  a d v a n c e d  by 1 October,  and i t  seems 
t h a t  i t  would  have  b e e n  impossible  t o  k e e p  t h e  f a c t  of 
s u c h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a secret so l o n g .  A b s o l u t e l y  n o  e v i d -  
e n c e  h a s  ever come t o  l i g h t ,  however ,  of t h e r e  h a v i n g  b e e n  
a n y  s u c h  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  and  t h e  PKI 

. were c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  Army m i g h t  be p l a n n i n g  a c o u p  o n  
. 5 O c t o b e r ,  however .  T h a t  seems t o  have  b e e n  a d e f i n i t e  

f a c t o r  i n  A i d i t ' s  d e c i s i o n  to s t a g e  t h e  coup n o  l a t e r  
( f o o t n o t e  continued on page 200)  
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r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h i s  effect  from t h r e e  or f o u r  
d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e 6 ,  most of whom seem t o  h a v e  had  some 
a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  PKI. A c c o r d i n g  to S u b a n d r i o ,  n e i t h e r  

. h e  nor h i 8  c h i e f  of s t a f f  made a n  e f f o r t  t o  c h e c k  t h e  
. v a l i d i t y  of t h e  i n f o r m a t l o n .  

S u b a n d r i o  h i m s e l f  seems to h a v e  b e e n  r a t h e r  d u b i o u s  
a b o u t  t h e s e  reports ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  f irst .  D u r i n g  h i 6  t r i a l ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x c h a n g e  took place :  

Q u e s t i o n :  
sion, a f t e r  h e a r i n g  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 
t h e  C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s ?  

What vas y o u r  l o g i c a l  c o n c l u -  

S u b a n d r i o :  X c o n s i d e r e d  i t  o n l y  a s  a 
' w h i s p e r i n g  c a m p a i g n .  ' Also, i t  re- 
garded a domestic m a t t e r ,  a n d  t h e  BPI 
was not c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  domestic m a t t e r s .  t .  

Q u e s t i o n :  D i d  A t d i t  e v e r  ask you a b o u t  
the C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s ?  

(footnote continued from page 1 9 9 )  
t h a n  30 September. Of c o u r ~ e ,  t h e r e  Is t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h e  c o u p  leaders made up t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r o l s  
were going t o  ~ t a g e  a coup on 5 October a s  a pretext  for  
u r g i n g  h a s t e  o n  U n t u n g  a n d . t h e  other  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  
who were c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  d e t a i l s  of t h e  
c o u p  
s u r e  

. .  

.. 

p l o t  and were 
for immediate 

o f f e r i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Sjam's pres- 
a c t i o n .  
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S u b a n d r i o :  Y e s ,  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  a b o u t  
e c o n o m i c  a f f a i r s  i n  J u n e  1965, a n d  I 
replied t h a t  h e  m u s t  be c a r e f u l  a b o u t  
' w h i s p e r i n g  c a m p a i g n s . '  Also Y a n i ,  
S u k a r n o ,  a n d  A i d i t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s ;  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  
A i d i t  o n l y  l a u g h e d  a b o u t  i t .  

Q u e s t i o n :  D i d  y o u  e v e r  g i v e  t h e  B P I  
a n y  i n s t r u c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  C o u n c i l  of 
G e n e r a l s ?  

S u b a n d r i o :  No, sir. 

Q u e s t i o n :  When t h e  P r e s i d e . n t  was ill, 
a f t e r  4 t h  4 u g u s t ,  y o u  t e l e p h o n e d  G e n e r a l  
D j u h a r t o n o  a n d  y o u  t o l d  h i m  ' D o n ' t  j o i n  
t h e  w h i s p e r i n g  c a m p a i g n  a b o u t  t h e  replace- 1. 
m e n t  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  d o n ' t  j o i n  t h e  
C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s ' .  

Subandrio: Y e s ,  sir. I d i d  so, b u t  
t h a t  was o n l y  a c a s u a l  j o k e  b e t w e e n  
D j u h a r t o n o  a n d  m e ,  a s  u s u a l .  

J 

S u b a n d r i o  w a s  q u i t e  c l ea r  on  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  BPI n e v e r  
h a d  a n y  proof of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  

T h e  BPI d i d  n o t  forward i ts  r e p o r t s  c o n c e r n i n g  a 
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  t o  t h e  D e f e n s e  a n d  S e c u r i t y  S t a f f  o r  
t o  t h e  c h i e f s  of a n y  of t h e  a r m e d  forces.  P r e s u m a b l y ,  
S u b a n d r i o  b r i e fed  S u k a r n o ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  n o  i n f o r m a -  
t i o n  a s  t o  e x a c t l y  w h e n  a n d  from whom S u k a r n o  first h e a r d  
a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l . *  I t  is c lea r .  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  

* S i n c e  t h e  c o u p ,  N a s u t i o n  h a s  c la imed t h a t  G e n e r a l  

. '  C o u n c i l .  I t  is n o t  c l ea r  w h e t h e r  N a s u t i o n  meant t h a t  
.. Gen.  P r a n o t o  was t h e  first p e r s o n  t o  s p e a k  t o  S u k a r n o  

P r a n o t o  t o l d  S u k a r n o  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a G e n e r a l s '  

a b o u t  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  or w h e t h e r  h e  was o n e  of t h e  
(footnote c o n t i n u e d  on page 202)  
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h e  had  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  repor t s  when A i d i t  
r a i s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  w i t h  him some- 
t i m e  a r o u n d  mid-May. A p p a r e n t l y ,  A i d i t  h a d  b e e n  briefed 
by t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  of t h e  BPI, a s  S u b a n d r i o  h a d .  A t  

' l e a s t ,  h e  c la imed t h a t  h e  h a d  o b t a i n e d  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
from Po l i ce  Brig. G e n e r a l  S u t a r t o ,  c h i e f  of s t a f f  of t h e  
BPI, when h e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l  t o  a m e e t i n g  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i n  May. A i d i t  t o l d  
t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t h a t  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  l e t t e r  t e n d e d  t o  c o n f i r m  
t h e  reports  a b o u t  t h e  C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s .  

A i d i t  is reported t o  h a v e  r a i s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  sometime in ' 

mid-May when h e  a n d  Njoto were w i t h  S u k a r n o  a t  t h e  P a l a c e .  
T h e  exac t  o c c a s i o n  is n o t  known, b u t  i-t m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
sometime before 26 Hay, when S u k a r n o  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

Tfootnote c o n t i n u e d  from page 201) 
p e r s o n s  who d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  I t  w o u l d  
be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know j u s t  w h a t  P r a n o t o  t o l d  t h e  Presi-  
d e n t .  He was n o t  a member of Gen.  Y a n i ' s  " b r a i n  t r u s t "  
w h i c h  w a s  m e e t i n g  ia secret t o  p l a n  t h e  Army's r e s p o n s e  
to S u k a r n o ' s  n e w e s t  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  d e s t r o y  I t  a s  a p o l i -  
t i c a l  force; t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  known t h e  de- 
t a i l s  of t h e  Army's t h i n k i n g .  H e  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  l e a r n e d  
of t h e  secret  m e e t i n g s  of Y a n l  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a n d  i t  is q u i t e  b e l i e v a b l e  t h a t  h e  would have 
t o l d  S u k a r n o .  His a p p o i n t m e n t  by S u k a r n o  a s  c a r e t a k e r  
of t h e  army a f t e r  the c o u p  may h a v e  s temmed from his 
service t o  S u k a r n o  io t e l l i n g  h im of t h e  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  
G e o e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  
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commanders  t o  c o n f r o n t  them w i t h  t h e  r epor t s  a b o u t  a 
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  G i l c h r i s t  
l e t te r .  

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  26 May, G e n e r a l  Y a n i  is r e p o r t e d  
t o  h a v e  r e p l i e d  t o  S u k a r n o ' s  d i r ec t  q u e s t i o n i n g  o n  t h e  
m a t t e r  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  H e  t o l d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Army known as 
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  b u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  s o l e l y  c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r  of p r o m o t i o n s  a n d  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  Y a n i  
w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  t h a t  had  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  1956 f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of a d v i s i n g  t h e  a r m y  commander  

* I n  a s t a t e m e n t  g i v e n  u n d e r  o a t h  o n  16 S e p t e m b e r  1966 
S u k a r n o  s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
September 1965 t h a t  h e  l e a r n e d  about t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s .  " I  a s k e d  Army Commander Y a n i  a b o u t  
t h i s  c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  of i t  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of S e p t e m b e r . ' '  As G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n  h a s  s a i d ,  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  o a t h  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  " s p u r i o u s .  '' T h e r e  is 
t h e  r e p o r t  of A i d i t ' s  h a v i n g  r a i s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  w i t h  S u k a r n o  sometime s o o n  a f t e r  h e  
( A i d i t )  had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  o n  t h e  subjec t  from Police 
B r i g .  G e n e r a l  S u t a r t o ,  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  BPI, 
i n  e a r l y  Nay. S u k a r n o  o b v i o u s l y  knew w h a t  A i d i t  was 
r e f e r r i n g  t o ;  p r e s u m a b l y ,  S u b a n d r i o  h a d  a l r e a d y  i n f o r m e d  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a b o u t  t h e  r e p o r t s  c o n c e r n i n g  a G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  S u k a r n o  c e r t a i n l y  knew a b o u t  t h e  
r e p o r t s  b y  26 May 1965, when h e  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commanders  a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e m  a b o u t  b o t h  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r .  T h i s  meet ing h a s  b e e n  
d e s c r i b e d  b y  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s - - i n c l u d i n g  S u b a n d r i o ,  who 

* '  was t h e r e .  S u k a r n o ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  u n d e r  o a t h ,  t h a t  i t  was 
.. n o t  u n t i l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of S e p t e m b e r  t h a t  h e  l e a r n e d  

a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  is s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e .  
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o n  p r o m o t i o n s  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t s . *  Y a n i  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  e v a d -  
i n g  t h e  i s s u e  b y  b r i n g i n g  u p  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  p r o m o t i o n s  
a n d  r e v i e w  b o a r d .  S u k a r n o  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a 
c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  group; n a m e l y ,  t h e  g r o u p  of g e n e r a l s ,  
known w i t h i n  t h e  army a s  Y a n i ' s  " b r a i n ' t r u s t , "  who h a d  
been m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r  r e g u l a r l y  i n  secret s i n c e  J a n u a r y  
t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s . * *  

* T h e r e  was a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  Army t h a t  was c a l l e d  - 
. t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  t h a t  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e v i e w i n g  
p r o m o t i o n s  a n d  a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  t h e  Army. O r i g i n a l l y  ca l l ed  
t h e  G a t o t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  i t  had become known a s  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l  b y  t h e  t i m e  i ts  membership w a s  r e v i s e d  i n  1962. 
O r i g i n a l l y  composed  of six of f i ce r s ,  i t  had grown t o  some 
40 members i n  1965, o n l y  25 of whom were a c t i v e  a t  a 1. 
t i m e .  A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p ,  t h e  c h a i r m a n  a n d  v i c e  
c h a i r m a n  of t h e  c o u n c i l  were Cen. S u d i r m a n  a n d  Gen. S u h a r t o ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  c o u n c i l  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  t o  do 
w i t h  t h e  other g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  Army t h a t  w a s  r e f e r r e d  
t o  b y  t h e  PKI a s  t h e  " G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l " ,  n a m e l y  t h e  g r o u p  
of Y a n i  a n d  f o u r  of h i s  most s e n i o r  a d v i s e r s  i n  t h e  Army 
who w e r e  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s .  
None of t h e  g e n e r a l s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  c o u p w e r e  o n  t h e  pro- 
m o t i o n s  a n d  r e v i e w  b o a r d  known a s  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  
A l l  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  g r o u p  were v i c t i m s  of 
t h e  c o u p  e x c e p t  f o r  Gen. S u k e n d r o .  

* * I n  h i n d s i g h t ,  i t  seems t h a t  Y a n i  d i d  n o t  h a n d l e  t h i n g s  
as w e l l  a s  h e  m i g h t  h a v e .  H e  d i d  l i t t l e  to  r e a s s u r e  
S u k a r n o  t h a t  t h e  Army h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  no t h o u g h t  of S t a g i n g  
a c o u p  a g a i n s t  h im.  H e  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  e v a s i v e  o n  t h e  m a t -  
ter of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  o n l y  i n c r e a s e d  
S u k a r n o ' s  s u s p i c f o n s .  I t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  be t te r  for him 
t o  a d m i t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of the " G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ' '  a n d  
s i m p l y  e x p l a i n  t h a t  a g r o u p  of g e n e r a l s  had b e e n  m e e t i n g  
together  w i t h  him t o  d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  p r o b l e m s  of c o n c e r n  
t o  t h e  Army b u t  t h a t  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  
a n y t h i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a coup. Y a n i  w a s  i n c l i n e d  t o  l a u g h  
off S u k a r n o ' s  w a r n i n g s .  As w e  s h a l l  see, o n  a l a t e r  oc- 
c a s i o n ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  t o  p o i n t  h i s  f inger  d i r e c t l y  a t  Y a n i  
(footnote continued on page 205) 

- 2 0 4 -  



. -... ". 

A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  S u k a r n o  a n d  
A i d i t  r e a c t e d  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l y  g r e a t e r  a l a r m  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t s  a b o u t  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  t h a n  d i d  S u b a n d r i o .  
A t  l e a s t ,  t h i s  is t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  o n e  gets from 
S u b a n d r i o ' s  t e s t i m o n y  a t  h i s  t r i a l ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  o n e  or 
t w o  o t h e r  f a c t s  t h a t  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  i m p r e s s i o n .  
A l t h o u g h  S u b a n d r i o  o b v i o u s l y  knew a b o u t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  for 
t h e  c o u p  t h a t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  l a t e  A u g u s t  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  month  of S e p t e m b e r ,  h e  does n o t  seem t o  
h a v e  b e e n  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n y  of t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
w a s  n o t  e v e n  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  

1. 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 2 0 4 )  
a n d  a c c u s e  him i n  p u b l i c  of " b l o c k i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n +  
of b l o c k i n g  m e . "  H e  w a r n e d  Y a n i  t h a t  " t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  
c r i - s h  y o u . "  Y a n i  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  l a u g h e d .  Appar-  
e n t l y ,  h e  made n o  e f f o r t  a f t e r  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  
i n c i d e n t s  t o  r e a s s u r e  S u k a r n o  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p ,  S u k a r n o  is re- 
p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  summoned N a s u t i o n  a n d  Y a n i  t o  a s k  them 
o n c e  a g a i n  a b o u t  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  a " G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l . "  
H e  t o l d  Y a n i  a n d  N a s u t i o n  t h a t  h e  had new i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  h i g h - r a n k i n g  g e n e r a l s  were c o o p e r a t i n g  i n  
a n  a t t e m p t  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  Once  a g a i n ,  Y a n i  
a v o i d e d  a d i r e c t  a n s w e r  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  * * G e n e r a l s '  - 
C o u n c i l . "  H e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  
c h a r g e  t h a t  i t  was t h e  PKI, n o t  t h e  Army, t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  
be p r e p a r i n g  for  a coup. A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  p r o m i s e d  S u k a r n o  
t h a t  h e  w o u l d  c h e c k  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  g i v e  him a r e p o r t  

h e  had  n o t  r e p o r t e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  
. w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  c o u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  
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of t h e  c o u p  o n  1 O c t o b e r . *  H e  c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s .  I t  may be t h a t  h e  n e v e r  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  
a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  its s u p p o s e d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  
S u k a r n o ' s  o v e r t h r o w  a n d  t h a t  h e  was,  t he re fo re ,  n o t  a s  

' e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  c o u p  or p e r h a p s  n o t  
as  c o n f i d e n t  of its s u c c e s s  as A i d i t  a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  S u k a r -  
no. ** 

A s  f o r  A i d i t ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  r eoor t s  a b o u t  a 
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  i n  hlay a n d  J u n e  1 9 6 5 ,  i t  is c lear  t h a t  
h e  d i d  n o t  d i s p a r a g e  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  a s  S u b a n d r i o  may h a v e  

*As h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  before ,  S u b a n d r i o  seems t o  h a v e  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  p l a n n e d  t o  be away from D j a k a r t a  a t  t h e  tjme 
of t h e  c o u p .  H e  l e f t  town on t h e  2 9 t h ,  t h e  same d a y  t h a t  
h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  met w i t h  A i d i t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  
On t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 S e p t e m b e r ,  A i d i t  would  h a v e  known 
t h a t  t h e  c o u p  would  t a k e  p l a c e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t  ( h e  
h a d  made t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o n  D-Day t h e  d a y  b e f o r e ) ,  
so h e  c o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  S u b a n d r i o  t h e n .  U n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m -  
s t a n c e s ,  i t  would  be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  S u b a n d r i o  had  n o t  
known when h e  l e f t  town t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  be s t a g e d  
t h e  next  n i g h t .  

* * S u b a n d r i o  is by n a t u r e  a c a u t i o u s  man, c e r t a i n l y  
much more so t h a n  S u k a r n o .  H e  may w e l l  h a v e  had  some 
p r e m o n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  m i g h t  f a i l .  A s i d e  from its 
c h a n c e s  fo r  s u c c e s s ,  h e  may a l s o  h a v e  had some r e a s o n  t o  
be less t h a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  i d e a  of t h e  
c o u p  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  H e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  b a c k i n g  of a n  
o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  force t h e  way S u k a r n o  h a d  t h e  PNI, 
A i d i t  had t h e  PKI, a n d  N a s u t i o n  a n d  Y a n i  h a d  t h e  Army. 
His power d e r i v e d  s o l e l y  from S u k a r n o .  H i s  p e r s o n a l  posi-  
t i o n  was bet ter  s e r v e d  b y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  
domestic power b a l a n c e  t h a n  b y  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  u p s e t  t h e  
b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  PKI a n d  t h e  Army, a s  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  
h a v e  d o n e ,  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  PKI. S u b a n d r i o  may w e l l  h a v e  
v i e w e d  A i d i t  a s  h i s  c h i e f  r i v a l  f o r  i n f l v e n c e  w i t h  S u k a r -  
no a n d  h i s  chief c o n t e n d e r  f o r  power a f t e r  S u k a r n o .  T h u s .  
h e  may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a l t o g e t h e r  h a p p y  a b o u t  t h e  i d e a  of 
r e m o v i n g  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Army, w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  m a i n  b a l a n c i n g  force t o  t h e  PKI. 

- 
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d o n e .  W h e t h e r  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e m  or not, he  woilld h a v e  had 
h i s  own r e a s o n s  for  w a n t i n g  o t h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S u k a r n o ,  
t o  b e l i e v e  them.  His a c t i o n s  were c e r t a i n l y  c a l c u l a t e d  
t o  g i v e  t h e  r e p o r t s  maximum e x p o s u r e .  One of t h e  first 
t h i n g s  h e  seems t o  h a v e  d o n e  w a s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
had  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  
h e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h e  had o b t a i n e d  from t h e  
BPI t o  t h e  PKI P o l i t b u r o .  R e p o r t s  about  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l  f i l t e r e d  down t h r o u g h  t h e  PKI o r g a n i z a t i o n  a l l  
d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r .  T h e r e  is n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  PKI a s  a n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  p l a y e d  a m a j o r  r o l e  i n  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  r u m o r  
about  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  i ts a l l e g e d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  
a c o u p ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for  s t a r t i n g  
t h e  r u m o r .  

T h e r e  is s t i l l  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
A i d i t  b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  
--and t h e  r e l a t e d  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h e  a n d  t h e  
PKI were r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i n  a n y  way,  f o r  s t a r t i n g  t h e ' r u m o r .  
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r epor t s  t h a t  t h e  BPI r e c e i v e d  i n  
e a r l y  May 1965 a b o u t  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  came from per- 
s o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  PKI. It is n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  
(1) t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were p l a n t s  of a PKI c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n  
o r  (2) w h e t h e r  t h e  PKI w a s  u s e d  by s o m e o n e  else who w a n t e d  
t o  s p r e a d  t h e  r u m o r  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  w a s  p x o t -  
t i n g  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of S u k a r n o ,  or  (3) w h e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t s  
were n o t  a d e l i b e r a t e  p l a n t  b y  a n y o n e  a t  a l l  b u t  o r i g i n -  
a t e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s  who may h a v e  b e e n  
PKI p a r t y  members or Communist  s y m p a t h i z e r s  b u t  who were 
a c t i n g  o n  t h e i r  own i n  r e p o r t i n g  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e y  h a d  h e a r d ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  a g r o u p  of g e n e r a l s  was meet- 
i n g  i n  secret  t o  d i s c u s s  p l a n s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  
S u k a r n o .  T h e r e  is n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  PKI was g u i l t y  
of a d e l i b e r a t e  l i e  i n  s t a r t i n g  t h e  r u m o r  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o i i n c i l  w a s  p l o t t i n g  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of S u k a r n o ;  .but ,  o n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  t h a t  r u l e s  t h i s  o u t  a s  a - 
p o s s i b i l i t y .  T h e  PKI p a r t y  members a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  of- 
f icers  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  who were i n t e r r o g a t e d  a f t e r  
t h e  c o u p ,  a l l  seem t o  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  i ts  a l l e g e d  p l a n n i n g  for a c o u p ;  

. .  t h e r e  is n o  s u g g e s t i o n  i n  a n y  of t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e  
PKI s i m p l y  made u p  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  

s. T h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  
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G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  from Sjam a n d  o t h e r  members of t h e  PKI 
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ;  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  h i s  word o n  t h i s ,  a s  o n  a l l  
o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  I n  t h e  case of t h e  PKI, t h e  word  came 
down from t h e  top ;  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  
h a d  t h e  authorization of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  of A i d i t  h i m s e l f ,  
who c l a i m e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  
B P I .  P o l i t b u r o  members l i k e  S u d i s m a n  a n d  S a k i r m a n  a n d  
N J o n o ,  who were i n t e r r o g a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  seem t o  h a v e  
a c c e p t e d  A i d i t ' s  word c o m p l e t e l y ;  t h e y  do n o t  s e e m  t o  
h a v e  s u s p e c t e d  him--even i n  h i n d s i g h t - o f  h a v i n g  t r i c k e d  
t h e m  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  he  knew t o  be u n t r u e .  
T h e  o n e  p e r s o n  who m i g h t  h a v e  known if A i d i t  h a d  n o t  r e a l l y  

w o u l d  a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  known if t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  had b e e n  a PKI c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n  t o  b e g i n  
wi th- -was  Sjam. A s  f a r  a s  w e  know, h e  h a s  n e v e r  g i v e n  
a n y  t n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  e i t h e r  w a s  t h e  c a s e .  

- b e l i e v e d  t h e  reports a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l - - a n d  

. ... . 

1 
I n  g e n e r a l ,  w e  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  A i d i t  

p r o b a b l y  was n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  for s t a r t i n g  t h e  r u m o r  about  
t h e  G e n e r a l s ' - 7 h n c i l - - t h o u g h  w e  w o u l d  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  
r u l e  ou t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  was .  A s  t o  w h e t h e r  h e  
b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  w e  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  
p r o b a b l y  d i d .  A l t h o u g h  A i d i t  may w e l l  h a v e  e x a g g e r a t e d  
h i s  own f e a r s  of a G e n e r a l s '  c o u p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  S u k a r n o ,  
whom h e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  w a n t e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  of t h e  
t h r e a t  from t h e  Army, i t  seems t h a t  i n  t h e  e n d  h e  too 
w a s  c o n v i n c e d  b y  t h e  r e p o r t s  of m i l i t a r y  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  
c o u p .  One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  as c o n -  
v i n c e d ,  a t  f i rs t ,  a s  h e  was l a t e r  t o  become, is t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e  l e f t  I n d o n e s i a  i n  e a r l y  J u l y  for a n  e x t e n d e d  
t r i p  a b r o a d .  H e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  g o n e  
if h e  had  f e a r e d  a n  i m m i n e n t  c o u p .  On t h e  o the r  h a n d ,  
h e  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n c e r n e d  e n o u g h  t o  a s k  Sjam before h e  
l e f t  I n d o n e s i a  t o  d e v e l o p  some k i n d  of a p l a n  of opera- 
t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h  h e  had  d e c i d e d  
was t h e  "focus of a n t i - P K I  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  army."  The 
f a c t  t h a t  A i d i t  o r d e r e d  him t o  d e v e l o p  s u c h  a p l a n  i n  
May 1965, w i t h i n  a m a t t e r  of two or t h r e e  w e e k s  of l e a r n -  
i n g  of t h e  Generals' C o u n c i l ,  was r e v e a l e d  b y  S j a m  h i m s e l f ,  
u n d e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  Army. 
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The  PKl's 4 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  - 
One of t h e  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  i n  I n d o n e s i a  

. i n  1965 took p l ace  i n  May, s o o n  a f t e r  S u k a r n o ,  S u b a n d r i o ,  
a n d  A i d i t  first h e a r d  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  a G e n e r a l s *  Coun- 
c i l  a n d  j u s t  a f e w  d a y s  before S u k a r n o  summoned t h e  m i l i -  
t a r v  commanders t o  t h e  Pa lace  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  
reports about t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  G i l -  
C h r i s t  L e t t e r .  The  e v e n t  was t h e  4 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of 
t h e  PKI w h i c h  was celebrated w i t h  i m p r e s s i v e  ceremony 
o v e r  a per iod  of f o u r  d a y s ,  from 23-26 May.* T h e  l m p o r t -  
a n c e  of t h e  e v e n t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c o u p  is c o n c e r n e d  is 
s i m p l y  wha t  i t  r e v e a l s  a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
t h e  PKI a t  t h e  t i m e .  A t  t h e  mass r a l l y  o n  23 May, Presi- 
d e n t  S u k a r n o  e x t o l l e d  t h e  PKI, a n d  A i d i t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  i n  
t h e  most e f f u s i v e  terms t h a t  h e  had e v e r  u s e d  i n  p u b l i c  
i n  p r a i s e  of a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  I n d o n e s i a :  

Do you know wha t  D i p a  N u s a n t a r a  ( A i d i t ' s  
f u l l  name was  Dipa N u s a n t a r a  A i d i t )  means? 
I t  means * t h e  fortress of I n d o n e s i a . '  
Dipa N u s a n t a r a  A i d i t  is t r u l y  I n d o n e s i a ' s  
fortress.  

1. 

.a 

J u s t  now B r o t h e r  A i d i t  m e n t i o n e d  why t h e  
PKI h a s  become a great p a r t y  and  why it 
h a s  expanded .  The  PKI h a s  become s t r o n g .  
I t  is now a p a r t y  w i t h  a membersh ip  of 3 

* A t  t h e  mass r a l l y  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  23 May, huge por- 
t r a i t s  of Marx, E n g e l s ,  L e n i n ,  S t a l i n ,  A i d i t ,  a n d  Suka r -  
no-- the l a s t  b e i n g  t h e . l a r g e s t - - l i n e d  t h e  streets of t h e  
c a p i t a l .  The  A i r  Force dropped l e a f l e t s  o v e r  D jaka r t a  
e x t o l l i n g  t h e  PKI a n n i v e r s a r y .  S u k a r n o  a n d  A l d i t  were 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  rally. On 26 Yay, t h e  PKI 
g a v e  a g r a n d  r e c e p t i o n  a s  t h e  f i n a l  e v e n t  of t h e  a n n i v e r -  

head of t h e  h i g h - l e v e l  C h i n e s e  d e l e g a t i o n  w h i c h  a l s o  i n -  
. s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  Peng  Chen,  t h e  

.. c l u d e d  L i u  Ning-y i ,  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r .  
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m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s ,  w i t h  3 m i l l i o n  y o u t h s .  
Why h a s  t h e  PKI become t h i s  k i n d  of 
p a r t y ?  I t  is b e c a u s e  t h e  PKI h a s  c o n s i s t -  
e n t l y  b e e n  a p r o g r e s s i v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
p a r t y .  T h e r e  is n o  d o u b t ,  b r o t h e r s ,  
t h a t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  c a n n o t  be 
c o m p l e t e d  i f  a l l  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  forces  are  n o t  u n i f i e d  i n t o  o n e  force. 
I embrace t h e  PKI. 

A t  t h e  P K I  C o n g r e s s ,  I s a i d :  ' P K I  go on-  
w a r d : '  N o w  I s a y :  P K I ,  go o n w a r d ,  on-  
w a r d ,  o n w a r d ;  n e v e r  r e t r e a t !  B r o t h e r s ,  
t h i s  is my m e s s a g e  a t  t h i s  4 5 t h  a n n i v e r -  
s a r y  r a l l y  of t h e  PKI. I w i s h  t h e  PKI 
l o n g  l i f e .  Onward, o n w a r d ,  - o n w a r d .  
S h o u l d  my k insmen a n d  my b r o t h e r s  ( t h e  
PKI)  e v e r  d i e ,  i t  would  be l i k e  my own 
d e a t h .  

I .  

A i d i t  r e p a i d  S u k a r n o ' s  c o m p l i m e n t  t h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  i n  
h i s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  PKI r e c e p t i o n  of 26 May: 

A t  t h e  m a s s  r a l l y  on  23 May Bung K a r n o  
g a v e  a h i g h  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  work  a n d  
r o l e  of t h e  PKI. We e x p r e s s  our p r o f o u n d -  
e s t  t h a n k s  f o r  t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n .  W e  a r e  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  PKI i n  c o n f o r m i t y  
w i t h  Bung K a r n o ' s  s p e e c h  w h i c h ,  among 
o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  PKI w a s  an 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  com- 
p l e t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  
hope  t h a t  t h e  PKI w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be 
s t r o n g  a n d  io f l o u r i s h .  

The PKI ' s  4 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  e p i t o m i z e d  
S u k a r n o ' s  a lmost  c o m p l e t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  A i d i t ,  a n d  
v i c e  v e r s a .  S u k a r n o  had no t  o n l y  l e n t  h i s  own p r e s t i g e  
t o  t h e . a f f a i r  b u t  h e  had made a v a i l a b l e  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  

I .  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  l a r g e  S e n a j a n  S t a d i u m  i n  D j a k a r t a  a n d  
f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  number of 

-. p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  m o r e o v e r ,  h e  had  a l l o w e d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of 
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l a r g e  PKI d i s p l a y s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  H e  m u s t  a l s o  
h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  A i r  Force p l a n e s  t h a t  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  a f f a i r  b y  d r o p p i n g  l e a f l e t s  o v e r  t h e  
c i t y  of D j a k a r t a  i n  h o n o r  of t h e  PKI a n n i v e r s a r y .  T h e  

' p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e  PKI a n d  t h e  A i r  Force 
t o g e t h e r  i n  a m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t  h o n o r i n g  t h e  PKI w a s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  f o u r  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  t h e y  
w o u l d  be i n v o l v e d -  together i n  a n o t h e r  e v e n t  of f a r  g r e a t e r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

A i d i t ' s  L a s t  T r i p  A b r o a d  

A b o u t  a m o n t h  a f t e r  t h e  t r i u m p h  of t h e  PKI 4 5 t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  A i d i t  l e f t  I n d o n e s i a  o n  a n  ex- 
t e n d e d  v i s i t  t o  Moscow a n d  P e k i n g .  H e  w a s  o u t  of t h e  
c o u n t r y  f o r  s i x  of t h e  t w e l v e  weeks i m m e d i a t e l y  p re$ , ed -  
i n g  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  A s  i t  w a s ,  h i s  t r i p  was c u t  
s h o r t  b y  a n  u r g e n t  summons from S u k a r n o  t o  r e t u r n  home.  
A i d i t  l e f t  D j a k a r t a  o n  26 J u n e  a s  a member of t h e  I n -  
d o n e s j a n  d e l e g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  also i n c l u d e d  S u b a n d r i o ,  t o  
t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  be h e l d  
i n  A l g i e r s  b e g i n n i n g  o n  29 J u n e . *  I t  w i l l  be remembered 
t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  w a s  i n  C a i r o ,  o n  h i s  way home from t h e &  
s t i l l b o r n  A l g i e r s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  when h e  m a d e  t h e  a n n o u n c e -  
m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  l e t t e r .  A i d i t  w e n t  o n  t o  Moscow 
from C a i r o ,  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  o n  7 J u l y .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  A i d i t ' s  v i s i t  t o  Moscow was a r r a n g e d  
o n l y  s h o r t l y  before  h e  l e f t  I n d o n e s i a .  The new Soviet 
a m b a s s a d o r  t o  D j a k a r t a ,  M.D. S y t e n k o ,  p a i d  a v i s i t  t o  
A i d i t  o n  23 J u n e ,  a t  w h i c h  t ime h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  

. .  

* J u s t  a S h o r t  w h i l e  before  t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  
was t o  t a k e  p l ace  i n  A l g i e r s ,  t h e  A l g e r i a n  a r m y  l e a d e r  
B o u m e d i e n n e  o v e r t h r e w  Ben  B e l l a  a n d  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t .  A t  

. . t h e ,  l a s t  m i n u t e ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  was  p o s t p o n e d  from J u n e  
u n t i l  N o v e m b e r .  
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e x t e n d e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  A i d i t  t o  h e a d  a PKI d e l e g a t i o n  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  A i d i t  seems t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  on t h e  s p o t .  T h e r e  is some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
h e  h a d  b e e n  s e e k i n g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h o l d  t a l k s  w i t h  
t h e  CPSU l e a d e r s .  T h e  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  PKI a n -  
n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  l a t e  May may h a v e  r e p o r t e d  o n  
PKI r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  a S o v i e t  i n i t i a t i v e .  On 16 J u n e  A i d i t  
i n d i c a t e d  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  a c c e p t  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  
t o  v i s i t  Moscow when h e  r e c e i v e d  a P r a v d a  j o u r n a l i s t  i n  
h i s  o f f i c e  and  t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  PKI w a s  c o n s i d e r i n g  s e n d -  
i n g  a d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  o n  a l o n g - s t a n d i n g  
S o v i e t  i n v i t a t i o n . *  

The d a y  a f t e r  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d -  ( o n  t h e  2 3 r d )  t h a t  
a PKI d e l e g a t i o n ,  h e a d e d  by A i d i t ,  would  be g o i n g  t o  
Moscow f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s - - w h i c h  came a s  
a s u r p r i s e  t o , a  g r e a t  many p e o p l e - - A i d i t  met w i t h  t h e  
C h i n e s e  c h a r g e  i n  D j a k a r t a .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  C h i n e s e l h a d  
b e e n  t a k e n  b y  s u r p r i s e  b y  t h e  news o f  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  
CPSU-PKI t a l k s .  T h e y  w o u l d ,  of c o u r s e ,  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  
much o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  i d e a .  If A i d i t  had d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  
t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  CPSU l e a d e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i s h e s ,  t h e y  

* In  December 1 9 6 4 ,  when A i d i t  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  PKI ' s  
d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  hloscow C o n f e r e n c e  of Cornman- 
ist p a r t i e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h la rch ,  h e  made i t  c l e a r  t h z :  
h e  w a s  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  Mosc-.'., 
f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  a t  some l a t e r  d a t e ,  
b u t  n o t  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  hloscow C o n f e r e n c e .  T h u s ,  na 
l e f t  t h e  d o o r  o p e n  t o  CPSU-PKI t a l k s  a f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r -  
e n c e  A p p a r e n t l y ,  S o v i e t  Ambassador  S y t e n k o  r e i t e r a t e d  
t h e  S o v i e t  i n v i t a t i o n  on  23 J u n e  a f t e r  t h e  S o v i e t s  h a d  - 
r e c e i v e d  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  from A i d i t ,  p r e s u m a b l y  i n  
May when t h e  S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  i n  D j a k a r t a  f o r  t h e  
PKI a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  r e a d y  t o  ac- 
c e p t  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  Moscow t h e n .  A i d i t  was 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  S o v i e t  i n v i t a t i o n  i n  December 
. 1 9 6 4  when h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a c c e p t i n g  a " l o n g - s t a n d i n g  
- S o v i e t  i n v i t a t i o n . "  
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w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  w a n t e d  h i m  t o  s t o p  o v e r  i n  P e k i n g  
f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e m  a f t e r  h i s  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  i n  Moscow. 
T h e  C h i n e s e  m u s t  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  i n v i t e  A i d i t  t o  v i s i t  
C h i n a  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  be g o i n g  t o  
t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ;  p r e s u m a b l y ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 
h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  c h a r g e  o n  24 J u n e .  T h u s ,  
h i s  t r i p  t o  Communist  C h i n a ,  l i k e  h i s  t r i p  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  
U n i o n ,  w a s  a r r a n g e d  o n l y  a d a y  or  s o  before h e  l e f t  I n -  
d o n e s i a  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  i l l - f a t e d  A f r o - 4 s i a n  C o n f e r e n c e .  

I n  hioscow 

L i t t l e  is known a b o u t  A i d i t ' s  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  CPSU 
l e a d e r s  i n  Moscow a n d  v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  h i s  t a l k s  
i n  C h i n a .  He is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  c a r r i e d  a l e t t e r  t o  
K o s y g i n  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  u r g i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  p t e m i e r  
n o t  t o  p e r s i s t  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  h a v e  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  
a t t e n d  t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  c o n f e r e n c e ,  now r e - s c h e d u l e d  for 
November.  A p p a r e n t l y  A i d i t  i n d i c a t e d  h i s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  of 
S u k a r n o ' s  p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  t o  K o s y g i n  p e r s o n a l l y .  
t o  h a v e  r a i sed  t h e  s u b j e c t  a g a i n  w i t h  S u s l o v ,  w i t h  whom 
h e  h a d  a n  a c r i m o n i o u s  e x c h a n g e  on 2 8  J u l y .  

t h e  r e s u l t s  of A i d i t ' s  v i s i t  t o  3Ioscow, i n c l u d i n g  h i s  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u s l o v .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  PKI b r i e f i n g ,  
S u s l o v  r e q u e s t e d  a n  immedia t e  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  A i d i t  a s  
s o o n  a s  h e  a r r i v e d  i n  Moscow o n  7 J u l y ,  b u t  A i d i t  r e f u s e d .  
Af te r  h e  had made s e v e r a l  t o u r s  of Moscow a n d  U z b e k i s t a n  
a n d  a s i d e - t r i p  t o  B u c h a r e s t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  N i n t h  C o n g r e s s  
of t h e  Rumanian  p a r t y  o n  21 J u l y ,  A i d i t  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  
t o  meet w i t h  S u s l o v  o n  28 J u l y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  PKI p r o b a b l y  

is c l e a r  f r o m  i t  a n d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  
f a r  from s a t i s f a c t o r y .  A i d i t  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a c c u s e d  
t h e  S o v i e t s  of s p l i t t i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist  move- 
m e n t  i n  s e e k i n g  a c o n f l i c t  w i t h  A l b a n i a  ( a n d ,  b y  i m p l i c a -  

L a t e r ,  h e  i s  r e p o r t e d  

After t h e  c o u p ,  PKI p a r t y  members were b r i e f e d  o n  

. p r o v i d e d  a s o m e w h a t  s l a n t e d  v e r s i o n  of t h e i r  m e e t i n g ,  i t  

. -  t i o n ,  C h i n a ) ;  h e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  p r a c t i c e  se l f -  
.. cr i t ic i sm i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  S u s l o v  b l a m e d  A l b a n i a  f o r  t h e  

s p l i t  a n d  accused t h e  PKI of m e d d l i n g  i n  i n t e r n a l  S o v i e t  
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roblems. Aidit countered by accusing the Soviets of  R eddling in PKI affairs, in making secret contact with 
Murba party leaders who were working to destroy the PKI, 
and also of meddling in the internal affairs o f  the Jap- 
anese Communist Party (he asked Suslov why the Soviets 
had supported Shiga's anti-party group that had been ex- 
pelled from the JCP). Finally, Aidit presented the PKI 
position that it is impossible to build real Communism 
while there is stili imperialism in the world--an attack 
on the Soviet program f o r  building Communism in the Soviet 
Union. 

At the conclusion of Aidit's stay in the Soviet 
-Union, the only official notice that the Soviets took of 
the CPSU-PKI discussions was a terse announcement in 
Pravda on 1 August that there had been an "exchange of 
views between Aidit and Brethnev, Suslov, and Ponomarev 
on the international situation, on the international Gom- 
munist movement, and .on questions of interparty relations". 
The fact that Pravda did not choose to characterize 
either the t a l k s t h e  atmosphere in which they took 
place is a good indication that arguments did in fact 
take place and that relations between the two parties 
remained cool, although not openly hostile. 

of the approaching crisis in Indonesia in his talks with 
the Soviet leaders in July. Even if the PKI had been 
contemplating a coup, it seems unlikely that he would 
have trusted the CPSU with the details--even the knowledge-- 
of its planning. Apparently, Aidit did not even discuss 
the threat posed by the Indonesian army with the Soviet 
leaders; there is nothing to indicate that he ever men- 
tioned the reports about the Generals' Council. In fact, 
there is nothing to indicate that he and the Soviet lead- 
ers discussed PKI domestic policy at all. A l l  the reports 
about their talks, including the Pravda comment, mentioned 
only international matters as hav-en discussed. 

Itseems that Aidit gave absolutely no indication 
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Aidit is reported to have made one statement in 
Moscow that has--incorrectly, it seems--been interpreted 
as a reference to the coup or, at least, to PKI domestic 
policy. He is reported to have said something along the 
lines that the PKI following of the Soviet line would be 
tantamount to giving up the struggle in Indonesia." 
After the coup, the Soviets made quite a point of this 
particular statement of Aidit, with the obvious intention 
of implying that as of July Aidit had plans for the v i o -  
lent overthrow of the Indonesian government. However, 
since the PKI was at the time pursuing a domestic line 
that was completely consistent with Soviet advice to 
Communists in "national democratic states," it seems 
quite clear that Aidit was not referring to PKI domestic 
tactics. It is much more likely that he was referring 
to the general Soviet policy towards the h'est--or the U . S . ,  
in particular. It was these policies of  the Soviet Union 
that Aidit considered ''revisionist." It would makq.sense 
that he would characterize them as "tantamount to giving 
up the revolutionary struggle." He would not have described 
the Soviet line on "peaceful transition to socialism," 
which was the line that the PKI was following domestically, 
in such terms. 

In the official Soviet report on the Indonesian coup 
that was given to the CPSU Congress in late March 1966, it 
was claimed that the Soviets had warned Aidit before the 
coup that the PKI was not putting up a strong enough struggle 
in the economic field, that should a political crisis arise, 
the PKI could lose its ties with the people because it had 
not done more to solve the land problem, correct the labor 
laws, and improve education. Aidit was criticized for 
"believing that all that was required was for the PKI to 
support Sukarno and it would be guaranteed success in 
taking power." Whether this was an accurate description of- 
what the Soviets told Aidit OT a disingenuous ex-post facto 
reading of  the mistake Aidit made in relying too much on 
Sukarno can not be definitely determined. There are other 
charges in the Soviet report--such as the explanation 
given for the coup that "the PKI went over entirely to the 

. ... Chinese line and Aidit concluded that the PKI had everything 
.. necessary to take power in Indonesia"--that would clearly 

seem to be self-serving distortions of the truth; they 
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suggest that the Soviets were probably also distorting 
the truth on the matter of what they told Aidit before 
the coup. 
warned the PKI against placing too much reliance on 
'Sukarno, particularly in the economic field, it is not 
at all clear from the Soviet report to the CPSU Congress 
whether this was discussed during Aidit's last visit in 
Moscow, just before the coup or sometime earlier. In 
view of tHe vagueness about the timing and the fact that 
no other report of Aidit's discussions with the.Soviet 
leaders in July 1965 mentions this subject as having been 
discussed, we are skeptical of  the Soviets having issued 

-any such timely warning to the PKI just before the coup. 

Even if we accept the Soviet claim that they 

In Rek'ing 

\ .  
Aidit was in Communist China only a few days, com- 

pared with nearly a month in the Soviet Union. As noted 
earlier, there is no information available on his talks 
with the Chinese leaders other than the official Chinese 
announcement of  the talks. According to NCRA, CCP-PKI 
talks were held on 3 and 4 August. 
Hsiao-ping, Peng Chen, and Kang Sheng participated on the 
Chinese side. 
Ruslan Kamaludin, and Nungtjik--who traveled to Peking 
with Aidit were present on the Indonesian side, along with 
Aidit and Adjitorop, the PKI Politburo member who had been 
staying in Peking for some time. (He is still in Peking, 
having refused to return to Indonesia after the coup.) 
NCNA recorded that the talks were held in "a cordial and 
friendly atmosphere.'' 

The two sides fully exchanged views on the 
current international situation, questions 
concerning the international Communist move- 
ment, and other matters of common interest 
to both parties. The two sides had a com- 

Chou En-lai, Teng 

The three PKI/CC members--Karel Supit, 

- plete unanimity of position and views on 
. .  all these questions. 
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A i d i t  v i t h  Chairman Yao in Peking 
5 August 1965 
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On the morning o f  5 August, Aidit and the other members 
of  the PKI delegation are reported to have had a "cordial 
conversation" with Mao.himself. Later that evening, Mao 
is reported to have given a banquet in honor of the In- 

. donesian visitors. 

Our lack of information about Aidit's visit to China 
in early August 1965 is probably the most crucial gap in 
our knowledge of  the events leading up to the Indonesian 
coup. As f a r  as we know, the PKI did not brief party members, 
either before or after the coup, on Aidit's talks with 
Chinese leaders, as it did on his talks with the Soviet 

- leaders, in July. It seems that Aidit would have reported 
on his talks with the Chinese, just as he did on his talks 
with the Soviets, if the talks had been innocuous. The 
fact that he apparently did not suggests that the talks were 
sensitive, that they may even have involved the coup. 

the other Chinese leaders about a coup in Indonesia would 
certainly have been held in the greatest secrecy; only a few 
persons would have known of it. It is obviously in the 
Chinese interest to keep anything like this that might be used 
to prove Chinese involvement in the planning of the coup a 
secret. It is unlikely that Aidit would have told anyone 
outside of  the Standing Council of the PKI Politburo and Sjam 
about any conversation that he might have had with the Chinese 
about PKI planning for a coup. The only member of the Stand- 
ing Council to be captured alive after the coup and interro- 
gated by the Army before being sentenced to death--Sudisman-- 
threw absolutely no light on the subject, probably because he 
did not know. To our knowledge, Sjam was never questioned on 
this particular point.* 

\ *  
Any discussion that Aidit might have had with Mao or 

* I n  the only reference to the Chinese at his trial, Sjam 
was asked about the connection between the PKI Special Bureau 
and the Chinese intelligence organization. He replied emphati- 
cally that that there was "absolutely no connection whatsoever," 
at which point he launched into a lengthy discourse on the inde- 

..pendente of the PKI. The implication of his remarks was that 
the CCP was not informed about the Special Bureau operations 

- in Indonesia, and that he and Aidit were solely responsible for 
all decisions regarding the Special Bureau and that they were 
not in the habit of consulting the Chinese or any other foreign 
Communist party about its operations. 
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I n  a n y  c a s e ,  i t  seems t h a t  A i d i t  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of t h e  c o u p  a s  i t  m a t e r i a l i z e d  
o n  1 October. A l t h o u g h  S j a m  may h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  a 
p l a n  w h i l e  A i d i t  w a s  a b r o a d ,  most of t h e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  
c o u p  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  a f t e r  A i d i t  r e t u r n e d  home 
i n  e a r l y  A u g u s t .  A i d i t  a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a 
d e f i n i t e  p l a n  i n  mind  b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  I n d o n e s i a .  A s  men- 
t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  h a v e  f e l t  a n y  sense 
of u r g e n c y  about  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  i ts  p l a n n i n g  
f o r  a c o u p  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  summer--or h e  w o u l d  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  h a v e  s t a y e d  away from I n d o n e s i a  so l o n g .  
The g r e a t  s e n s e  of u r g e n c y  t h a t  h e  a p p a r e n t l y  came t o  
'feel i n  A u g u s t  a n d  September seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t  
o n l y  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  I n d o n e s i a .  

If o n e  t h i n g  seems c l e a r ,  i t  is t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
t o  s t a g e  t h i s  c o u p  w a s  n o t  made before  e a r l y  A u g u s t .  
S o m e t h i n g  seems t o  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  a r o u n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g , o f  
A u g u s t  t h a t  d r a s t i c a l l y  c h a n g e d  A i d i t ' s  mood a n d  immedi-  
a t e l y  p r o m p t e d  him t o  b e g i n  a c t i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  fo r  a 
c o u p .  T h e r e  w o u l d  seem t o  be two m a i n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  
j u d g i n g  from e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w e  know t h a t  o c c u r r e d  t h a t  
first week i n  A u g u s t .  E i t h e r  ( a )  A i d i t  was i n f l u e n c e d  
b y  t h e  C h i n e s e  w h i l e  h e  was  i n  P e k i n g  t h a t  w e e k ,  i n  
w h i c h  c a s e  h e  c o u l d  be presumed t o  h a v e  h u r r i e d  home t o .  
I n d o n e s i a  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c o u p  o n  C h i n e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
or  (b)  h e  w a s  i n f l u e n c e d  by someone  or  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
h a p p e n e d  i n  I n d o n e s i a  t h a t  h e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  a s  s o o n  a s  
h e  r e t u r n e d  home; p o s s i b l y ,  i t  was  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  . h i s  
r e t u r n i n g  home. 

- 

B e c a u s e  of t h e  t i m i n g  of A i d i t ' s  v i s i t  t o  C h i n a  
a n d  t h e  s t a r t  of PKI p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p  a lmost  im- 
m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  h i s  r e t u r n  from C h i n a ,  a c a s e  c a n  be made - 
o n  t h e  b a s i s  of c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  
m u s t  h a v e  i n s p i r e d  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  T h e  t h e o r y  c a n  
n o t  be d i s p r o v e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of w h a t  w e  know a b o u t  A i d i t ' s  
t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n .  We w o u l d  
n o t  r u l e  It o u t  a s  a p o s S i b i l i t y ,  therefore,  u n t i l  w e  h a v e  
more d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  However ,  w e  a r e  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  
t.hat the Chinese p l a y e d  a n y  such direct r o l e  i n  the p l a n n i n g .  
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of t h e  c o u p ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is no  g o o d  e v i -  
d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  d i 4 e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  t i m i n g  of A i d i t ' s  t r i p ,  
a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w o u l d  seem t o  be  a be t t e r  e x -  
p l a n a t i o n  f o r  o t h e r s  h a v i n g  i n s p i r e d  t h e  c o u p .  

From t h e  C h i n e s e  p o i n t  of v i e w ,  w h a t  t h e  PKI d i d  
o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e m b e r  w a s  t o  commit  i t s e l f  n o t  t o  
a n  "armed s t r u g g l e "  o n  t h e  CCP m o d e l  ( p r o t r a c t e d  w a r f a r e  
waged i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  by a n  a r m e d  force t o t a l l y  c o n -  
t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  p a r t y )  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  a n  u r b a n  p u t s c h ,  some- 
t h i n g  t h e  CCP is n o t  known e v e r  t o  h a v e  s p o n s o r e d  a b r o a d .  
T h i s  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  m a t t e r e d  s o  much t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  i f  
t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e  c h a n c e s  f o r  success f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  P K I  

welcomed a s u c c e s s f u l  p u r g e  of t h e  a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  a r m y  
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  However ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  PKI 
w a s  r i s k i n g  i ts v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a n  a c t i o n  
o v e r  w h i c h  i t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  complete c o n t r o l ,  a n  a c t i q n  
w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  
S u k a r n o .  The  PKI was a c t i n g  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  S u k a r n o ,  i f  
n o t  i n  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  h i m ,  a t  t h e  m e r c y  of h i s  d e c i s i o n s  
a n d ,  as i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  of h i s  b e t r a y a l .  I t  is q u i t e  p o s -  
s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  CCP t r u s t e d  S u k a r n o  s o  m u c h  ( w h i c h  is t h e  
g r e a t  m i s t a k e  t h a t  t h e  PKI made)  or  was  s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  a c t i o n - - b e c a u s e  of t h e  i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  o f A  
S u k a r n o ' s  d e a t h  o r  a n  a rmy c o u p  o r  b o t h - - t h a t  i t  m i n i m i z e d  
or  f a i l e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  r i s k  of S u k a r n o ' s  b a c k i n g  o u t  
o n  a coup a f t e r  t h e  PKI had c o m m i t t e d  i t s e l f .  T h e  PKI 
made t h i s  m i s t a k e .  

- a n d  t h e  r i s k s  a c c e p t a b l e .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  

S i n c e  t h e  c o u p ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  h a v e  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  
t r i e d  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  PKI a c t e d  c o n -  
t r a r y  t o  C h i n e s e  d o c t r i n e  i n  " a s s u m i n g  a p o s i t i o n  s u b o r -  
d i n a t e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e . "  They  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  " m i s t a k e s  of o n e  k i n d  or  a n o t h e r "  t h a t  the  PKI 
made were d u e  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  a p p l y  c l o s e l y  
e n o u g h  M a o ' s  p r i n c i p l e s  " for  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  c o u n t e r -  
r e v o 1 u t i o n a r i e s " a n d  f o r  l a u n c h i n g  a new t y p e  bourgeois 
d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a p p r o v e d  
P.KI p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a n  a c t i o n  l i k e  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Move- 
m e n t ;  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a rumor c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  P e k i n g  i n  O c t o b e r  1 9 6 5 ,  .. 
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Mao Tse-tung, upon hearing the news o f  the coup in Indonesia, 
immediately cabled the PKI with an "order" to call the whole 
thing off, thereby creating confusion in the PKI ranks. Sev- 
eral months later, Chou En-lai also implied that the CCP 
advised the PKI against the coup--or at least that it would 
have advised the PKIthatway if its advice had been solicited. 
In 1966 Chou is reported to have commented that the downfaL1 
of the PKI resulted from its failure to adhere t o  basic princi- 
ples and its refusal to accept advice (presumably CCP advice). 
Unfortunately, all of  these statements and rumors constitute 
a self-serving position which the Chinese would be likely to 
adopt whether or not they had previously approved what was 
'attempted on 30 September. 

'For all these reasons, a direct Chinese role in the 
Indonesian coup must be c o n s i d e r m r o v e n .  The timing of 
Aidit's last visit with the Chinese leaders in Peking,is not 
in itself conclusive evidence that the Chinese either knew 
o f  the PKI planning for a coup or, further, that they might 
have suggested the idea to Aidit in the first place. 

Sukarno's Illness 

The most significant development that first week in 
August, aside from Aidit's visit to China, was Sukarno's 
illness, which was thought at the time to be very serious 
and which almost certainly played an important role in the 
events leading up to the coup. 

established. He suddenly became ill on the evening o f  3 August. 
According to one report, he "collapsed" in the presence o f  
several palace officials. Sukarno told the doctor who was ' 

immediately summoned to his bedside that he felt considerable 
chest pain which had seemed to come in three separate attacks 
lasting three to five minutes. He was given an electrocardio- 
gram that evening and another on 4 August after two more 
'recurrences of the chest pain. When these showed no evidence 
,.of coronary thrombosis, physicians treating the President 
concluded that "he had had five attacks o f  coronary insuffi- 
ciency but no coronary infarct.'' 

The facts about Sukarno's illness are now fairly well 
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. .  . 

It is not clear whether there were any particular 
signs that Sukarno's kidney condition had suddenly be- 
come critical.* There was one report that his blood urea 
nitrogen was elevated. However, in chronic renal disease, 
this would not be unusual; it would be significant only 
if it were elevated over its usual level, and we have 
no information on that. If there had been an abrupt 
change in Sukarno's kidney condition, presumably his 
doctors would have put him on dialysis or at least on a 
stringent diet; apparently, nothing of this sort was 
done. T h u s ,  it would seem that there was no significant 
change in his kidney condition. In hindsight, it is 
clear that the President did not have uremic poisoning, 
which probably would have been fatal in his case and 
certainly would have required a longer convalescence than 
his illness took. But at the time, there was cause for 
worry. It is understandable that Sukarno's doctors should 
immediately have gotten in touch with the Viennese kidney 
specialist, Dr. Fellinger, who had treated Sukarno 'pre- 
viously. They are reported to have sent him a cable ad- 
vising him of the illness and seeking his opinion. 

Besides his history of kidney disease, Sukarno 
was known to have moderate hypertension which was aggra- 
vated at times of  stress. The combination of impaired 
renal function and hypertension could give rise to a 

.. 

*As was well known, Sukarno suffered from chronic 
kidney disease, having lost the use of one kidney because 
of kidney stones and having been advised repeatedly by 
his doctors that the other one should be operated on 
for the removal of a large stone in it. Sukarno had 
never agreed to an operation, however. Because of a 

. .. soothsayer's prediction that "he would die under the 
knife," he has an obsessive fear of surgery. 

-. 



number  of c o m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  s u d d e n l y  c a u s e  d e a t h  
a t  a n y  t i m e .  (On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  o n e  c a n  l i v e  f o r  y e a r s  
w i t h  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n . )  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  is 
q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  doc to r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  

t r e a t  h i m )  came t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w a s  s u f -  
f e r i n g  from some s e r i o u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n  b r o u g h t  o n  b y  h i s  
k i d n e y  p r o b l e m ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  were n o n e  of t h e  u s u a l  
s i g n s  of k i d n e y  i n v o l v e m e n t .  

. t h e  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  who were summoned f r o m  P e k i n g  t o  

T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s  b e i n g  n o t h i n g  
more t h a n  t h e  f l u  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  N a s u t i o n ,  
f o r  o n e ,  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a good p o s s i b i l i t y .  A l l  t h e  r e p o r t -  

- e d  s y m p t o m s  of t h e  i l l n e s s - - t h e  s u d d e n  o n s e t ,  t h e  v o m i t i n g ,  
t h e  a c h e s  a n d  p a i n s ,  and  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t e  of e x h a u s t i o n - -  
p l u s  t h e  c o m p l e t e  r e c o v e r y  w i t h i n  a m a t t e r  of a f e w  d a y s  
a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a d i a g n o s i s  of a s e v e r e  a t t a c k  of . 
i n f l u e n z a .  D u r i n g  t h e  f irst  t w o  w e e k s  i n  A u g u s t ,  many 
cases  of v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n  were r e p o r t e d  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  d i t h  
s y m p t o m s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of S u k a r n o .  T h u s ,  w e  w o u l d  n o t  
r u l e  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  i l l n e s s  w a s  
some k i n d  of v i r a l  g a s t r o e n t e r i t i s ,  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  
h i s  k i d n e y  d i s e a s e .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  was  b e d r i d d e n  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  
H e  c a n c e l l e d  a S p e e c h  t h a t  had  b e e n  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  4 A u g u s t .  
H e  was s t i l l  i n  b e d  o n  6 A u g u s t  b u t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  be 
up  a n d  w o r k i n g  o n  9 A u g u s t ,  To c o v e r  h i s  i l l n e s s ,  t h e  
s t o r y  was g i v e n  o u t  t h a t  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  on  t h e  s p e e c h  
t h a t  h e  w a s  t o  g i v e  on 17 A u g u s t .  

T h e r e  was l i t t l e  p u b l i c  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  w a s  s i c k .  However ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
who  knew of S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s  were f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

. .. 

.. 
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c l o s e l y  a n d ,  a s  w a s  t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  were e n g a g i n g  i n  
v a r i o u s  s p e c u l a t i o n s .  I t  was  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  
p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  e v e n t u a l i t y  t h a t  t h e  i l l n e s s  was s e r i o u s .  
T h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  d o c t o r s  a n d  t h e  p a l a c e  co te r ie  
w e r e  k e e p i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i l l n e s s  s o  close t h a t  
e v e n  S u k a r n o ' s  m i n i s t e r i a l  a d v i s e r s  were u n a b l e  t o  l e a r n  
t h e  c a u s e  o r  s e r i o u s n e s s  o n l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s e n s e  
of a l a r m .  ( A p p a r e n t l y ,  N a s u t i o n  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  
i l l n e s s  from a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  w i f e  of o n e  of 
S u k a r n o ' s  d o c t o r s . )  

S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  g e n u i n e l y  
. a l a r m e d .  One s u s p e c t s  t h a t  i t  w a s  h i s  own c o n c e r n - - a s  

much as t h e  c o n c e r n  of h i s  d o c t o r s - - t h a t  h i s  i l l n e s s  w a s  
s e r i o u s  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  h i m  t o  k e e p  t h e  f a c t  of h i s  i l l n e s s  
a secre t  from t h e  p u b l i c .  T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was e x t r e m e l y  w o r r i e d  is t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  h e  c a l l e d  A i d i t  home from a b r o a d .  

1. 

An U r g e n t  Summons t o  A i d i t  

T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a m e s s a g e  from 
S u k a r n o ,  n o t  a summons from t h e  o t h e r  PKI l e a d e r s  a t . ,  
home a s  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  r e p o r t e d ,  t h a t  b r o u g h t  A i d i t  b a c k  
t o  I n d o n e s i a .  

- 

A p p a r e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  was  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  w a i t  e v e n  
a d a y  o r  two t o  see w h e t h e r  his c o n d i t i o n  i m p r o v e d  b e f o r e  
h e  c a l l e d  A i d i t  home. I t  is n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  A i d i t  re-  
c e i v e d  S u k a r n o ' s  t e l e g r a m  o n  t h e  4 t h  or  5 t h  of A u g u s t ;  
t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  is c l ea r  is t h a t  i t  w a s  sometime be-  
f o r e  t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  6 t h ,  when h e  d e p a r t e d  P e k i n g  i n  
a h u r r y .  I t  is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  A i d i t  w o u l d  h a v e  . d e l a y e d  
e v e n  a s  l o n g  a s  a d a y  i n  r e t u r n i n g  home, so t h e  presump-  
t i o n  is t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  message o n  t h e  Sth, or pos- 
s i b l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  6 t h .  The  C h i n e s e  p r e s s  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  l e f t  "by s p e c i a l  p l a n e , "  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  made a p l a n e  a v a i l -  
ab le  t o  A i d i t  f o r  h i s  e m e r g e n c y  t r i p  home. 
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I t  seems t h a t  A i d i t  may a c t u a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  
t o  l e a v e  P e k i n g  o n  t h e  6 t h  or t h e  7 t h  or s h o r t l y  there-  
a f t e r .  On 5 A u g u s t ,  h e  had  m e t  w i t h  Mao a n d  b e e n  e n t e r -  
t a i n e d  b y  him a t  a b a n q u e t  t h a t  e v e n i n g ;  t h i s  is u s u a l l y  

' t h e  wind-up  of a v i s i t  of a n  i m p o r t a n t  d i g n i t a r y  t o  C h i n a  
f o r  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  C h i -  
n e s e  c o u l d  h a v e  s c h e d u l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  Mao a n d  g i v e n  
A i d i t  a f a r e w e l l  b a n q u e t  o n  t h e  5 t h  when t h e y  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  h e  w o u l d  be l e a v i n g  p r e m a t u r e l y  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  I n  
a n y  c a s e ,  A i d i t  had plans t o  go o n  t o  N o r t h  V i e t n a m  for 
t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  l e a d e r s ;  h e  w a s  c l e a r l y  
n o t  p l a n n i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  I n d o n e s i a  d i r e c t l y .  After h e  
l e f t  o n  a s p e c i a l  p l a n e  f o r  D j a k a r t a ,  t h e  rest of t h e  PKI 
d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  had  b e e n  w i t h  h i m  i n  Moscow a n d  P e k i n g  
f l e w  o n  t o  H a n o i  o n  7 A u g u s t .  Ka re l  S u p i t  t o o k  o v e r  a s  
h e a d  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n .  

A i d i t  a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  o n  7 A u g u s t ,  i n  t h e  com- 
p a n y  of two C h i n e s e  medical  s p e c i a l i s t s  whom S u k a r n o  h a d  
i n s t r u c t e d  A i d i t  t o  b r i n g  w i t h  h im t o  t r e a t  h i s  k i d n e y  
c o n d i t i o n .  ( T h i s  is t h e  bes t  i n d i c a t i o n  w e  h a v e  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h i s  i l l n e s s  was a f l a r e - u p  
of h i s  k i d n e y  c o n d i t i o n . )  P r e s u m a b l y ,  A i d i t  a n d  t h e  doc- 
t o r s  h u r r i e d  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  t o  see S u k a r n o ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  
h a v e  no r e p o r t i n g  o n  t h i s .  S u k a r n o  may still  h a v e  b e e n .  
i n  b e d  o n  t h e  7 t h .  A l l  w e  know is t h a t  h e  w a s  o u t  of b e d  
o n  t h e  9 t h  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  w e l l  e n o u g h  t o  d r i v e  t o  Bogor 
P a l a c e .  ( H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  D j a k a r t a  o n  t h e  1 0 t h . )  On t h e  
m o r n i n g  of 9 A u g u s t ,  A i d i t  is known t o  h a v e  t r a v e l e d  t o  
B o g o r ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e  t w o  C h i n e s e  Communist  doctors. 
S u k a r n o ' s  I n d o n e s i a n  d o c t o r s  were a l s o  svmmoned t o  Bogor 
t h a t  m o r n i n g  t o  e x a m i n e  S u k a r n o .  I t  w o u l d  seem t h a t  
t h e r e  was a m e d i c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  of a l l  t h e  d o c t o r s  o n  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  i l l n e s s .  

By t h e  9 t h ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  p r o b a b l y  p r e t t y  w e l l  re- 
c o v e r e d . ' .  A week l a t e r ,  h e  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  
N a t i o n a l  Day s p e e c h  i n  t h e  n o r m a l  r o u s i n g  S u k a r n o  s t y l e .  
T h e r e  is no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  was l ess  t h a n  h i s  u s u a l  
e b u l l i e n t  s e l f  a t  a n y  t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  u p  t o  t h e  time of 
t h e  c o u p .  I n  f a c t ,  as w e  s h a l l  see ,  h e  p l a y e d  a v e r y  
a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  
H e  does n o t  seem t o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a n y  l a s t i n g  e f f ec t s  from 
h i s  i l l n e s s  of e a r l y  A u g u s t .  
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B u t  i f  S u k a r n o  w a s  s a f e l y  o v e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a t -  
t a c k ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  doc tors  seem t o  h a v e  b e e n  of t h e  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  a r e c u r r e n c e  would  e i t h e r  p a r a l y z e  o r  kill h i m .  And,  
a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  a r e c u r r e n c e  to:.come s o o n .  A t  
l e a s t ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  g i s t  of A i d i t ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o  w h i c h  was b a s e d  o n  t h e  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s '  c o n c l u s i o n s .  
A i d i t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  doc tors  "were v e r y  p e s s i m i s t i c  
r e g a r d i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  h e a l t h  a n d  t e n d e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  
w o u l d  d i e  or become u n a b l e  t o  r u l e  w i t h i n  a s h o r t  t i m e , ' '  
T h e  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  m u s t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  i l l- 
n e s s  was r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  k i d n e y  p r o b l e m ,  or s o m e t h i n g  e q u a l l y  
s e r i o u s .  

T h e  PKI i n  a S t a t e  o f  P a n i c  

T h e  PKI o b v i o u s l y  f e l t  t h a t  it h a d  i n s i d e  inf .orma- 
t i o n  o n  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  h e a l t h . *  A i d i t  seems 
t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s '  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o m p l e t e l y .  
H i s  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  were b a s e d  o n  t h e s e  c o n c l u -  
s i o n s ;  t h e  s e r i o u s  s t a t e  of t h e  FQ-es ident ' s  h e a l t h  w a s  
a c c e p t e d  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y .  I n  m i d - A u g u s t ,  t h e  
PKI b e g a n  t o  make c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  of S u k a r n o ' s  .. 

*The PKI s d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  p u t  
t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of h a v i n g  more v a l i d  g r o u n d s  
f o r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  h e a l t h  t h a n  e x i s t e d  i n  

. n o n - p a r t y  c i r c l e s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y  a r i s e s  
is w h e t h e r  t h e  doc tors  were a c t i n g  o n  P e k i n g ' s  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  i n  g i v i n g  t h e  PKI a n  u n d u l y  p e s s i m i s t i c  r e p o r t  o n  
S u k a r n o ' s  h e a l t h .  I n  o the r  w o r d s ,  d i d  t h e  C h i n e s e  t a k e  
a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  f r i g h t e n  t h e . P K 1  i n t o  a c -  - 
t i o n ?  :There is n o  e v i d e n c e  t o  p r o v e  t h e  case e i t h e r  w a y ,  
b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e l i e v e  I n  t h e  t h e o r y  of a 
doc tors '  p l o t .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  
C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  r e a l l y  were c o n v i n c e d  of t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  

ly, t h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  were 
a n x i o u s  t o  p r e s s u r e  t h e  PKI i n t o  p r e c i p i t a t e  a c t i o n .  

-.of S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s ;  t h e r e  w a s  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  be. S e c o n d -  
-. 
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d e a t h .  On 13 A u g u s t ,  t h e  Grea te r  D j a k a r t a  C o m m i t t e e  (CDR) 
of t h e  PKI s e n t  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  i ts  50 s u b s e c t i o n  
committees o n  t h e  " p r e p a r a t i o n s  t h a t  were t o  be made i n  

. a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e a t h  or i n c a p a c i t a t i o n  of 
S u k a r n o  a n d  r e p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  b y  t h e  A r m y  a t  t h a t  t i m e . "  
I t  was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Army knew a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  
p r e c a r i o u s  h e a l t h  a n d  was m a k i n g  p l a n s  t o  se ize  power 
u p o n  h i s  d e a t h .  

From t h i s  a n d  o the r  PKI b r i e f i n g s  t o  p a r t y  m e m b e r s  
i n  A u g u s t  a n d  S e p t e m b e r ,  i t  w o u l d  seem t h a t  t h e  PKI r e a l l y  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  Army w o u l d  move a g a i n s t  i t  a s  s o o n  a s  
t h e  PKI was w i t h o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  p r o t e c t i o n .  S i n c e  S u k a r n o ' s  
d e a t h  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  i m m i n e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  PKI was 
f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r o s p e c t  o f - h a v i n g  t o  d e f e n d  i t -  
s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  Army. A i d i t  w a s  u n d e r  n o  i l l u s i o n s  a s  
t o  t h e  PKI' s  c h a n c e s  i n  a m i l i t a r y  showdown w i t h  t h e  Army. 
I n  some PKI d o c u m e n t s ,  t h e  v i e w  was e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  
Army would p r o b a b l y  be i n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  post-  
S u k a r n o  p e r i o d .  T h a t  t h e  p a r t y  f e l t  v e r y  much o n  t h e  
d e f e n s i v e  was i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  13 A u g u s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  p a r t y  s u b s e c t i o n s  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o  r e m o v e  a l l  p a r t y  
d o c u m e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a d r e s  a n d  m e m b e r s h i p  l ists, from 
homes  a n d  o f f i ces  a n d  t o  h i d e  t h e m  elsewhere.  L a t e r  i n  
t h e  m o n t h ,  p a r t y  members were o r d e r e d  t o  h i d e  a n y  p a r t y  
d o c u m e n t s  o r  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  b o o k s  i n  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
p o s s e s s i o n ;  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e y  were t o  b u r n  them.  I n  
a n o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  p a r t y  members  were t o l d  t o  l o c a t e  
h o m e s  t h a t  m i g h t  be u s e d  a s  h i d e o u t s  f o r  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s .  
(The  homes h a d  t o  be l o c a t e d  i n  c r o w d e d  a r e a s ,  away from 
m a i n  r o a d s ,  a n d  h a v e  s e v e r a l  m e a n s  of e n t r y . )  T h e  i n -  
f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o n  t h e s e  p a r t y  b r i e f i n g s  i n  A u g u s t  
a n d  S e p t e m b e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  o n  t h e  PKI, 
c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  PKI was i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h r e e  t h i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  
t h e  c o u p :  ( 1 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u d d e n  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of 
S u k a r n o ' s  h e a t h ,  ( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  Army a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
PKI, a n d  ( 3 )  t h e  g e n e r a l  u n r e a d i n e s s  of PKI cadres  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e  s t r u g g l e .  

, 



. . .  

The g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  h e a l t h  were d i s c u s s e d  a t  a PKI P o l i t b u r o  
m e e t i n g  somet ime around mid-August, a l t h o u g h  t h e  d a t e s  of 
t h i s  and a n o t h e r  P b l i t b u r o  m e e t i n g  a t  which  t h e  a c t u a l  
d e c i s i o n  commi t t ing  t h e  PKI t o  t h e  coup was t a k e n  a r e  some- 
what  less t h a n  c e r t a i n .  Saki rman,  Njono,  and P a r d e d e ,  a l l  
of whom w e r e  a t  t h e  mee t ing ,  have  g i v e n  d i f f e r i n g  d a t e s .  
Njono s p o k e  of "an expanded s e s s i o n  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  a round 
t h e  a n d  of J u l y "  and a n o t h e r  mee t ing  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o "  on 
28 Augus t . "  Obv ious ly ,  t h e  first m e e t i n g  c o u l d  n o t  have 
been  i n  J u l y  s i n c e  Njono makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  A i d i t  t o o k  
t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  and t h e - P K I  Chairman was o u t  
of t h e  c o u n t r y  from 26 J u n e  u n t i l  7 Augus t .  T a k i n g  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b o t h  f a c t s - - ( l )  t h a t  A i d i t  was a t  t h e  mee t ing  
and (2)  t h a t  Njono remembered it a s  h a v i n g  been h e l d  
"around t h e  end o f  J u l y , "  i t  seems a r e a s o n a b l e  c o n k l u s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  mee t ing  was h e l d  s o o n  a f t e r  A i d i t  r e t u r n e d  t o  
I n d o n e s i a .  Saki rman gave  13 August a s  t h e  d a t e ,  and 
P a r d e d e  ment ioned  15 August .  One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  may have been h e l d  on 13 August  is t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  D j a k a r t a  Committee of t h e  P K I  is 
known t o  have  i s s u e d  t h e  p a r t y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  30 
above  on 13 Augus t .  I t  seems q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e s e  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  were i s s u e d  as a ; . d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  

B e s i d e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o - -  
A i d i t ,  Lukman, N j o t o ,  Sudisman, Sak i rman ,  Njono, Anwar 
S a n u s i ,  P a r d e d e ,  and Suwandi--the s e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  West 
J a v a  and E a s t  J a v a  Committees of t h e  PKI a r e  known t o  have  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  expanded s e s s i o n  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  (The 
s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  Committee c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  
b e c a u s e  of i l l n e s s . )  Accord ing  t o  Njono, t h e  m e e t i n g  was - 
"of an i n f o r m a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r ;  no d e c i s i o n s  were made." 

A i d i t  gave  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  i l l n e s s ,  
on t h e  i m p a t i e n c e  of p r o g r e s s i v e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  w i t h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s ,  
and t h e  p l a n s  of  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  c o u n c i l  f o r  a coup.  . .  

.. 
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I n  S a k i r m a n ' s  w o r d s :  

S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s  was d i s c u s s e d  a n d  a l s o  
c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  arose i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  S u k a r n o ' s  
i l l n e s s .  I t  was c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  s h o u l d  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  d i e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  MPRS 
w o u l d  r e p l a c e  S u k a r n o  t e m p o r a r i l y  w h i l e  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  a l s o  e x i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  w o u l d  s c r a m b l e  t o  se ize  power a n d  
c e r t a i n l y  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  w o u l d  n o t  r e m a i n  
q u i e t  b u t  w o u l d  se ize  u p o n  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  t a k e  o v e r  s t a t e  power.  I t  w a s  a l s o  c o n -  
c l u d e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  Armed F o r c e s ,  especi-  
a l l y  t h e  Army, t he re  had a r i s e n  s eve re  a n t a -  

. g o n i s m  b e t w e e n  t h e  G e n e r a l s  (th.f! t e r m  'Gen- 
e r a l s '  C o u n c i l '  was  n o t  u s e d  at this t i m e )  

o n  t h e  o n e  s i d e ,  a n d  t h e  m i d d l e  g r a d e  o f f i c -  
ers a n d  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  w a s  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI m u s t  s u p p o r t  t h e  group 
w i t h i n  t h e  Armed Forces t h a t  o p p o s e d  t h e  g e n -  
e r a l s .  T h e  names of t h e  o f f i c e r s  w h o  o p p o s e d  
t h e  g e n e r a l s  were n o t  m e n t i o n e d . *  

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of N a s u t i o n  a n d  Y a n i ,  \ 

T h e  PKI d e c i s i o n  t o  l a u n c h  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Move- 
m e n t  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  a t  a s e c o n d  P o l i t b u r o  meet- 
i n g  i n  l a t e  A u g u s t ,  a l t h o u g h  a g a i n  t h e  d a t e s  a r e  u n c e r t a i n .  
I n  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i n  c o u r t ,  SaKirman g a v e  10 SeDtember a s  
t h e  d a t e  of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  seems u n l i k e l y  i n a s m u c h  
a s  a c t i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p  were a l r e a d y  u n d e r w a y  

- 
*Peris P a r d e d e  c o n f i r m e d  t h i s  l a s t  p o i n t  of S a k i r m a n .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r d e d e ,  n e i t h e r  A i d i t  n o r  a n y o n e  e lse  e v e r  
t o l d  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t h e  names of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  
who  w o u l d  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p .  T h i s  is a good e x a m p l e  of t h e  
c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  PKI as 
f.ar as t h e  c o u p  was c o n c e r n e d .  
-. 
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by t h e n .  ( I t  w i l l  be  remembered t h a t  U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  were b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  
o n  4 September:)  N j o n o ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  m e e t i n g  
a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  o n  28 A u g u s t  seems more r e a s o n a b l e . *  

. W h a t e v e r  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
c l e a r l y  a p p r o v e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  l a u n c h  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  
Movement.  T h i s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e w o r t h y  i n  t h a t  t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  n o r m a l l y  took its o r d e r s  d i r e c t l y  from 
A i d i t ;  n o t  o n l y  was i t  c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  of t h e  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  b u t  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  was n o t  e v e n  k e p t  
i n f o r m e d  of i ts o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  a m a t t e r  a s  i m p o r t a n t  
a s  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  A i d i t  seems t o  h a v e  f e l t  t h e  n e c e s -  
s i t y  o f  s e c u r i n g  P o l i t b u r o  a p p r o v a l .  W i t h  i t s  a p p r o v a l ,  
h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  w h o l e  m a t t e r  of t h e  p l a n n i n g  
a n d  e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  c o u p  over t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  

T h e  v a r i o u s  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  m e e t i n g  o n  
28 A u g u s t  a r e  i n  b a s i c  a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  w h a t  t r a n s p i , r e d  
a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  A l l  a r e  a g r e e d  t h a t  A i d i t  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  
i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a s  h e  had  d o n e  a t  t h e  f i rs t  m e e t i n g  
o n  13 A u g u s t .  T h e  b u r d e n  of his a r g u m e n t  was t h a t  (1) 
t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  h e a l t h  w a s  s e r i o u s ;  if h e  h a d  
a n o t h e r  a t t a c k  h e  wou ld  p r o b a b l y  d i e  o r  be p a r a l y z e d ;  
(2)  a C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  Army t h a t  w a s .  
d i s c u s s i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  h e a l t h  and  m a k i n g  p l a n s  f o r  a c t i o n  
i n  t h e  e v e n t  of h i s  d e a t h . * *  I n  A i d i t ' s  w o r d s ,  t h e  

* I t  is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
o n  D Day seems to  h a v e  b e e n  made on t h e  2 8 t h  of S e p t e m b e r ,  
e x a c t l y  a m o n t h  t o  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  is r e p o r t -  
e d  t o  h a v e  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a r t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for  
a c o u p .  

* * A p p a r e n t l y ,  A i d i t  w a s  t h e  s o u r c e  of a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a -  
t i o n  g i v e n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  h e a l t h .  H i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s  came from t h e  C h i n e s e  
d o c t o r s ;  h e  seems t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s  com- 
p l e t e l y - - a n d ,  i n  t u r n ,  t h e  o the r  P o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r s  seem 

. .  t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  h i s  word  o n  t h i s  a n d  t h e  ma t t e r  of t h e  
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n .  .. 
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q u e s t i o n  was w h e t h e r  t h e  P K I  s h o u l d  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  P re s i -  
d e n t  d i e d  a n d  f i n d  i t s e l f  s u d d e n l y  a t t a c k e d  ( b e c a u s e  t h e  
g e n e r a l s  w o u l d  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  know of S u k a r n o ' s  d e a t h  
be fo re  t h e  PKI d i d )  or w h e t h e r  t h e  p a r t y  s h o u l d  a n t i c i p a t e  
t h e  A r m y ' s  a c t i o n  a n d  a t t a c k  f i rs t?  A s  o n e  p a r t i c i p a n t  
q u o t e d  A i d i t ,  " S h a l l  w e  j u m p  f i r s t  or w a i t  t o  be j u m p e d ?  
I ( A i d i t )  a m  more i n c l i n e d  t o w a r d  m o v i n g  f i rs t ."  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  A i d i t  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  w h o l e  P o l i t b u r o  
of t h e  n e e d  f o r  prompt  a c t i o n .  I t  is u n c l e a r  w h e t h e r  a 
v o t e  was t a k e n  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  was s i m p l y  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  
of t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  t h e  PKI s h o u l d  b e g i n  t o  make  i ts  own 
p l a n s  for a c o u p .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S a k i r m a n ,  

i t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a d  
h e i g h t e n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a n d  t h a t  t h e  P K I  
c o u l d  n o t  r e m a i n  s i l e n t .  T h e  P K I  h a d  tq  
a c t  f i r s t  o r  be a c t e d  u p o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
e x p e r i e n c e  , h e  who a c t s  s e c o n d  c a n n o t  
a c h i e v e  v i c t o r y ;  h e . w h o  a c t s  f irst  s h a l l  
w i n .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  N j o n o ,  

I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t h e  
F ' r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  g i v e  h i s  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e s e  
m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  a m a t t e r  of c o u r s e .  
T h i s  was b e c a u s e  t h e  f a c t s  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  
of G e n e r a l s  were i n  t h e  h a n d s  of S u k a r n o ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h a t  A i d i t  s a i d .  

S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  was  g i v e n  t o  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  S u b a n d r i o .  I t  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  w o u l d  a d a p t  h im-  
s e l f  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

T h e  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  a r e  a g r e e d  o n  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
p o i n t - - t h a t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  l a u n c h  a m i l i t a r y  
m o v e m e n t  t h e r e  was  a d e f i n i t e  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

m o v e m e n t .  Njono e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  agreed " t o  
. .  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  be l a u n c h e d  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  



l a u n c h  a movemen t  t o  f o i l  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  c o u p  of t h e  c o u n -  
c i l  o f  g e n e r a l s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t o  s e t  u p  a c o u n c i l  of  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  D w i k o r a  c a b i n e t . "  S a k i r m a n ' s  
t e s t i m o n y  s u p p o r t s  t h i s :  

I t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t - i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  movemen t  t h e r e  had  t o  be a p o l i t i c a l  
m o v e m e n t .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  move-  
m e n t s  were t o  be l e d  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  PKI a n d  
a i m e d  a t  (1) s u p p o r t i n g  r e s i s t a n c e  n x a i n s t  
t h e  g e n e r a l s  a n d  (2)  s e t t i n g  up t h e  R e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e p l a c e  t h e  C a b i n e t .  
Of t h e  t w o  r r o v e m e n t s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  m o v e m e n t  
w o u l d  come f i r s t ;  t h i s  was w h a t  was l a t e r  
c a l l e d  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movemen t .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  I ( S a k i r m a n )  p i e o p o s e d  t h a t  
a n o t h e r  course be f o l l o w e d ;  namcl: t h a t  [, 
t h e r e  s h o u l d  be d e l i b e r a t i o n  among  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s .  aiitl S u k a r n o .  4 

* I t  is n o t  e x a c t l y  c l e a r  w h a t  S a k i t ' m a n  n i c a n t  by " d e l i -  
b e r a t i o n  among t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  the a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  
a n d  S u k a r i i o . "  P r e s u m a b l y ,  h e  m e a n t  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  t ' ake  
p l a c e  a f t e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p  was a f a i t  
a c c o m p l i  ( i . e .  a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l s  h a d  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f l . o n i  
t h e  s c e n e ) .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h e  seems t o  h a v e  bceii propoc-  
i n g  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c s .  
t h e  armed fo rces ,  a n d  S u k a r n o  a s  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  a i - r i v i i i :  
a t  a p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u p .  A i d i t ,  on t h e  o ther  
h a n d ,  h a d  a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  i d e a  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  
t h a t  w a s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  P K I - - n a m e l y ,  the r e p l a c e m e n t  
of t h e  D w i k o r a  c a b i n e t  b y  a R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Couii(  i l  w h o s e  
members t h e  PKI w o u l d  s e l ec t  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a l l  t h e  
major  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C o m m u n i s t s .  A i d i t  
was p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  by s i m p l y  
a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l ,  

... w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  a n y  o€ t h e  o t h e s  p a r t i e s .  
.. S a k i r m a n ' s  c l a i m  t o  havin:: made  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o -  

p o s a l  t o  t h e  course f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  PKI i n  se t t i i :g  C I D  

( f o o t n o t e  continued on page 2 3 2 )  

- -- 
- 
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I t  was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  S u b a n d r i o ,  D a n i ,  M a r t a -  
d i n a t a ,  S u r a c h m a n  a n d  o t h e r s  w o u l d  s i t  o n  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l .  T h e  complete 
list of n a m e s  w o u l d  be w o r k e d  o u t  l a t e r  b y  
A i d i t ,  Njoto,  a n d  Lukman.  My p r o p o s a l  was 
n o t  a c c e p t e d ;  A i d i t  a n d  Lukman p r o v i d e d  
r e a s o n s  f o r  r e j e c t i n g  i t .  

From b o t h  S a k i r m a n ' s  a n d  N j o n o ' s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
m e e t i n g ,  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  PKI f o r  t h e  coup, 
t h a t  i t  was i n  f a c t  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i t s e l f .  
W h e r  f a c t s - - s u c h  a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r '  t o  d o  
w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  e x c e p t  
t o  s i g n  t h e  Decree t h a t  Sjam gave  them to  s i g n  o n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  of 1 O c t o b e r - - s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  PKI was r e s p o n s i -  
b l e  f o r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l . *  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
w e  h a v e  o n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  m e e t i n g  makes 
i t  c l e a r  b e y o n d  a n y  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  
was c e n t r a l  t o  PKI p l a n n i n g  for t h e  c o u p  f rom t h e  b e g i n -  
n i n g ;  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  of t h e  D w i k o r a  C a b i n e t  b y  

T f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 2 3 1 )  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  is t h e  o n l y  h i n t  w e  h a v e  of 
t h e r e  h a v i n g  b e e n  a n y  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  c o u p .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  S a k i r m a n  
was s o m e w h a t  e x a g g e r a t i n g  h i s  d i f f e rences  w i t h  A i d i t  i n  
a n  o b v i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o  e x o n e r a t e  h i m s e l f  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  c o u p .  After t h e  c o u p ,  h e  seems h o n e s t l y  t o  h a v e  
r e g r e t t e d  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r ,  for v e r y  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s ,  
n a m e l y ,  t .he  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r  ( G e n e r a l  P a r m a n ) .  was 
o n e  of t h e  v i c t i m s  of t h e  c o u p ,  H e  may n o t  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  Gen .  P a r m a n  would  be k i l l e d .  

* A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  S u d i s m a n  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI h a d  
d r a f t e d  U n t u n g ' s  "f irs t  a n n o u n c e m e n t "  a n d  " t h e  D e c r e e ' '  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l .  I t  h a d  a l s o  
p i c k e d  t h e  members of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w h i c h  
was i n t e n d e d  t o  r e f l e c t  "a b r o a d  c o a l i t i o n  of p e o p l e  who  
h a d  e n d o r s e d  Nasakom."  
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t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was t h e  m a i n  p o l i t i c a l  a i m  of 
t h e  c o u p  t o  be r e a l i z e d  a f t e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e  of 
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  t o p  Army command h a d  b e e n  r e a l i z e d .  

N j o n o ' s  a n d  S a k i r m a n ' s  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
m e e t i n g  a l s o  h e l p  t o  c l e a r  u p  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  n a m e l y ,  
t h e  r o l e  t h a t  t h e  PKI i n t e n d e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  
t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  T h e r e  w a s  c o n -  
s i d e r a b l e  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  t h i s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e  w o r d i n g  of t h e  D e c r e e ,  w h i c h  f a i l e d  t o  m e n t i o n  S u k a r n o  
or  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  o r  t h e  c a b i n e t .  I t  is 
c l e a r  from N j o n o ' s  a n d  S a k i r m a n ' s  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  D w i k o r a  

- C a b i n e t .  T h e r e  w a s  no i n t e n t  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  PKI t o  
d o  away  w i t h  S u k a r n o ;  h e  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  
P r e s i d e n t - - w i t h  a l l  t h e  s a m e  p o w e r s .  N e i t h e r  t h e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  n o r  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  c a b i n e t  i n  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d  a s  a d i r e c t  res  I t  of 
t h e  c o u p .  
c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  c a b i n e t .  From t h e  p o i n t  of v i e w  of 
t h e  PKI,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  
p e r f e c t  Nasakom c a b i n e t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  h a d  b e e n  l o n g  d e -  
mand i n g  : * 

A l l  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  h a v e  c h a n g e d  w a l e  t h e  

2 

* I n  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i n  c o u r t ,  S j a m  d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  
was t o  be f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a C o m m u n i s t  
g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  
w o u l d  h a v e  formed a "Nasakom c o a l i t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t  s l a t e  
t o  p r e s e n t  t o  S u k a r n o . "  When t h e  j u d g e  t r i e d  t o  i m p l y  
t h a t  S u k a r n o  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  s u c h  a c o a l i t i o n  
c a b i n e t ,  Sjam s n a p p e d  b a c k :  "We knew h e  w o u l d  a p p r o v e ! "  

of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  s u p p o r t s  Sjam. H e  d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  as "a broad  c o a l i t i o n  of people  
who h a d  e n d o r s e d  Nasakom,"  H e  made  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  was i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  " a s  t h e  s u p r e m e  
o r g a n  of t h e  s t a t e  f a i t h f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  po l i c i e s  
of B u n g  K a r n o . "  T h e  p l a n  was t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  D w i k o r a  
c a b i n e t  w i t h  t h e  new Nasakom c a b i n e t  l e d  by t h e  PKI. T h e  
c o u p  was n o t  a C o m m u n i s t  r e v o l u t i o n ;  i t  was i n t e n d e d  o n l y  

-. t o  " c h a n g e  t h e  D w i k o r a  c a b i n e t  a n d  i t s  p r o g r a m . "  H o w e v e r ,  
i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  t h e  c o u p  was v i e w e d  a s  " a n o t h e r  s t e p  on 
t h e  r o a d  t o  a ' P e o p l e s '  D e m o c r a c y '  a n d  f i n a l l y  t o  'Communism. 

P o l i t b u r o  member S u d i s m a n ' s  t e s t i m o n y  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  

.._ 
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I t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  n o n e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  d e t a i l s  
of t h e  c o u p  were d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  m e e t i n g .  I t  
w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  w o u l d  h a n d l e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
m a t t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  a n d  " a l l  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  

. f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  movement would  be t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  A i d i t . "  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  was  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  A i d i t  had  h i s  
own s p e c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  f o r  h a n d l i n g  
c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
m i l i t a r y ;  i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  
e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  
be e n t r u s t e d  t o  t h a t  secret  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  P o l i t b u r o  
had  t o  t a k e  A i d i t ' s  word o n  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of t h a t  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  p l a n n i n g  a n  o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  30 September 
Movement;  o b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  had n e v e r  b e e n  
i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  o p e r a t i o n  of t h i s  m a g n i t u d e  before .  

A s  t h e  f i n a l  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  i t  w a s  
d e c i d e d  t h a t  "no m a t t e r  w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  PKI 
a c t e d  f i rs t  o r  w a s  ac t ed  u p o n ,  members of t h e  p a r t y  l k a d -  
e r s h i p  s h o u l d  go t o  t h e  r e g i o n s  a n d  w a i t  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p . ' '  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  P e r i s  P a r d e d e ,  t h e r e  were o n l y  t h e  
two P o l i t b u r o  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  c o u p .  P a r d e d e  h i m s e l f  
w a s  t o  h e a r  n o t h i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  u n t i l  two or ' , 

three d a y s  before i t  o c c u r r e d  when h e  w a s  b r i e f e d  o n  h i s  
own role  i n  i t  ( h e  w a s  t o  go t o  Medan t o  c o o r d i n a t e  PKI 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p  i n  N o r t h  S u m a t r a ) .  
P a r d e d e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  had assumed a l l  t h e  w h i l e  t h a t  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  were g o i n g  a h e a d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
A i d i t  a n d  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  ( h e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  name 
of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  b u t  h e  knew of i t s  e x i s t e n c e )  b u t  
h e  w a s  n o t  p r i v y  t o  t h e  p l a n n i n g  t h a t  w a s  u n d e r w a y .  

A t  b e s t ,  i t  was o n l y  a week or s o  b e t w e e n  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  d e c i s i o n  " t o  l a u n c h  a movement t o  f o i l  t h e  so- 
c a l l e d  c o u p  of t h e  g e n e r a l s '  c o u n c i l "  a n d  t h e  s t a r t  of 
a c t i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p  w i t h  t h e  first of S j a m ' s  
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .  
O b v i o u s l y ,  A i d i t  a n d  S j a m  were n o t  d i s p o s e d  t o  w a s t e  a n y  
t i m e .  I t  does n o t  seem t o  h a v e  t a k e n  them l o n g  t o  w o r k  
o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  I t  w i l l  be r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  A i d i t  h a d  a s k e d  S j a m  t o  d e v e l o p  some k i n d  of a p l a n  
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of o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  i n  hlay 1965, 
j u s t  b e f o r e  he  l e f t  for hloscow. P r e s u m a b l y ,  Sjam h a d  
b e e n  w o r k i n g  on a p l a n  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  w h i l e  A i d i t  w a s  
away.  T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  h e  or  
A i d i t  was t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s  a t  t h a t  time, h o w e v e r .  The  i d e a  of a m i l i t a r y  
c o u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  seems t o  h a v e  c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n  
A u g u s t ,  a f t e r  A i d i t ' s  r e t u r n  t o  I n d o n e s i a .  T h u s ,  i t  
seems t h a t  t h e  a c ' t u a l  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p  was p r o b a b l y  
d o n e  t h e  l a s t  week or t w o  i n  A u g u s t .  P e r h a p s ,  a s  h e  
c l a i m s ,  S j a m  d e s e r v e s  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  h a v i n g  p l a n n e d  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  S i n c e  h i s  c a p t u r e ,  he  h a s  a d m i t t e d - - i n  
f a c t ,  b o a s t e d - - t h a t  h e  was " t h e  b r a i n s  b e h i n d  t h e  30 
S e p t e m b e r  Movement."* J u s t  w h a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  A i d i t  made 
t o  t h e  p l a n n i n g  is u n c l e a r ;  c e r t a i n l y ,  he  a p p r o v e d  a l l  
t h e  p l a n s .  

S u k a r n o  R e c o v e r e d  . . .  a n d  w i t h  A i d i t  

W h i l e  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  was d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
c r is is  a r i s i n g  from S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s ,  t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  g r a d u a l l y  i m p r o v e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  S u k a r n o  seems 
t o  h a v e  b e e n  s i c k  o n l y  a b o u t  a w e e k ;  by t h e  9 t h  of A u j u s t  
h e  was  a p p a r e n t l y  a lmost  c o m p l e t e l y  r e c o v e r e d .  I t  w a s  
a n o t h e r  week b e f o r e  h e  a p p e a r e d  i n  p u b l i c ,  h o w e v e r .  I t  
was w i d e l y  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  be u n a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

* A s  a w i t n e s s  a t  S u d i s m a n ' s  t r i a l ,  Sjam w a s  a s k e d  b y  
t h e  j u d g e s :  "Who was r e a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  coup?'' 
"I  was , "  h e  s a i d  p r o u d l y .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  p o i n t  of h i s  
t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  w a s  not  c o n f i r m e d  by S u d i s m a n ,  who immedi-  
a t e l y  o b j e c t e d .  He s a i d  t h a t  h e  a n d  S jam were b o t h  c a r r y -  
i n g  o u t  A i d i t ' s  o r d e r s .  "I ( S u d i s m a n ) ,  a s  a r a n k i n g  p a r t y  
l e a d e r  a l o n g  w i t h  A i d i t ,  Lukman, a n d  N jo to ,  bore  f u l l  r e -  
s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  Sjam i m m e d i a t e l y  d e n i e d  t h a t  S u d i s m a n  w a s  
a p a r t y  l e a d e r  a t  t h e  same l e v e l  a s  A i d i t ,  Lukman,  a n d  

R e p o r t e d l y  t h e ' c o u r t  was amused by  t h e  d i s p l a y  " N j o t o .  
. of r i v a l r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  PKI l e a d e r s .  
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i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Day c e l e b r a t i o n s  m a r k i n g  t h e  2 0 t h  a n n i v e r -  
s a r y  of I n d o n e s i a ' s  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  d i s p r o v e d  
when t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a p p e a r e d  o n  17 A u g u s t ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  
h i s  c u s t o m a r y  good h e a l t h ,  t o  d e l i v e r  a r o u s i n g  S u k a r n o  

, s p e e c h .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  make t h e  PKI p u l l  b a c k .  A s  w e  h a v e  
s e e n ,  i t  was t e n  d a y s  l a t e r ,  a t  a P o l i t b u r o  m e e t i n g ,  t h a t  
t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  c o u p  was t a k e n .  

S u k a r n o ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  l a s t  two m o n t h s  before  
t h e  c o u p  a r e  a m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e y  
h o l d  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  w h a t  is p r o b a b l y  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  
q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  t h a t  r e m a i n s  u n r e s o l v e d  
t o d a y :  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a n -  

- n i n g  of t h e  c o u p . *  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o t  t oo  much is known 
a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h o s e  l a s t  two m o n t h s  before 
t h e  c o u p ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  t o o  m u c h  t h a t  c a n  be c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
t h e  c o u p .  

I n  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  when S u k a r n o  w a s  s u d d e n l y  t a k e n  
i l l ,  i t  w i l l  be r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  h e  summoned A i d i t  home 
from P e k i n g .  The PKI l e a d e r  w a s  o n e  of t h e  few p e r s o n s  
who s a w  S u k a r n o  w h i l e  h e  w a s  s i c k .  A l l  d u r i n g  A u g u s t  a n d  
S e p t e m b e r ,  S u k a r n o  a n d  A i d i t  were i n  c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t .  
T h e r e  were n u m e r o u s  o f f i c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  t h e m  
t o g e t h e r ;  o n  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t a l k  i n  p r i v a t e . * *  A i d i t  a n d  S u k a r n o  S A W  

*By ' i n v o l v e m e n t '  is m e a n t  t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  of p o s s i -  
b i l i t i es  from S u k a r n o ' s  n o t  h a v i n g  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  a t  a l l ,  
e v e n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of h i s  h a v i n g  f o r e k n o w l e d g e  of w h a t  
t h e  PKI was p l a n n i n g ,  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  knew a n d  
a p p r o v e d  PKI p l a n s  f o r  a c o u p ,  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  i d e a  of t h e  c o u p  w a s  h i s  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  a n d  A i d i t  a n d  
t h e  PKI were d o i n g  h i s  w i l l  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a p u r g e  of 
t h e  Army t h a t  b o t h  S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e  PKI s t o o d  t o  p r o f i t  'from. 

**One s u c h  o f f i c i a l  o c c a s i o n  w a s  the o c c a s i o n  of S u k a r -  
no's p r e s e n t i n g  A i d i t  w i t h  t h e  order  of t h e  M a h a p u t r a  S t a r .  
T h e  c e r e m o n y  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  p a l a c e  o n  13 S e p t e m b e r ,  
T h e  d e c o r a t i o n  of A i d i t  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be f o r  h i s  a c c o m p l i s h -  
m e n t  - i n  o b t a i n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c r e d i t s  a n d  a s u p p l y  of arms 
. ( a p p a r e n t l y  from t h e  C h i n e s e )  f o r  t h e  u s e  of t h e  p o l i c e  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 3 7 )  
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e a c h  o t h e r  a t  s o c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  t o o .  A i d i t  w a s  o f t e n  i n -  
v i t e d  t o  t h e  P a l a c e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s .  B e s i d e s  t h e  t i m e s  
t h a t  A i d i t  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  were r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  met i n  
p r i v a t e ,  t h e r e  were p r o b a b l y  many o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  w e n t  
u n r e p o r t e d .  I n  s h o r t ,  A i d i t  h a d  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  S u k a r n o  
j u s t  before  t h e  c ~ u p .  T h e y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  c o u p .  If S u k a r n o  e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
c o u p  w i t h  a n y o n e .  i t  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  A i d i t .  
( H e  may a l s o  h a v e A d i s c u s s e d  i t  w i t h  D a n i  a n d  S u b a n d r i o . :  
A l t h o u g h  h e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  d o n e  s o ,  a n d  t h e r e  is g o o d  
r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  d i d ,  i t  s h o u l d  be e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  is n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  mat- 
t e r  of- t h e  c o u p  w i t h  A i d i t - - o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A i d i t  

t o  S u k a r n o  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p . *  
- a n d  Sjam b o t h  i m p l i e d  t h a t  h e  had  i n  c e r t a i n  r e f e r e n c e s  

- .  
' S u k a r n o  A g a i n s t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  

. D u r i n g  t h e  s i x  w e e k s  t h a t  A i d i t  h a d  b e e n  o u t  of t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  S u k a r n o  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  a l a r m e d  
b y  t h e  r u m o r s  a b o u t  a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  i ts  a l l e g e d  
p l o t t i n g  f o r  a c o u p .  S i n c e  May,  w h e n  h e  h a d  f i r s t  h e a r d  
t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  h e  had  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  r e c e i v e  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  f rom t h e  PKI a n d  t h e  BPI  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l o t t i n g  h i s  o v e r t h r o w .  
A i d i t  h a d  m e n t i o n e d  t h e s e  r epor t s  t o  a m e e t i n g  of t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  i n  May, before h e  l e f t  for hloscow. W h i l e  h e  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  2 3 6 )  
mobile  b r i g a d e .  I t  w a s  t h o u g h t  a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  a n -  
n o u n c e m e n t  of t h e  a r m s  s h i p m e n t  was a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  
t h e  s h i p m e n t  of a r m s  t h a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  i n  
I n d o n e s i a  from C h i n a .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  a n  
i l l u s t r a t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  c lose  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  A i d i t  

. j u s t  before  t h e  c o u p .  I n  l a t e  hlay S u k a r n o  h a d  l e n t  h i s  
p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  P K I ' s  4 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y ;  
i n  m i d - S e p t e m b e r ,  h e  c o n f e r r e d  a s t a t e  h o n o r  o n  t h e  Corn- 
m u n i s  t p a r t y  l e a d e r .  

* A i d i t  i m p l i e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  t a l k e d  w i t h  S u k a r n o  when  h e  
t o l d  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  g i v e  h i s  ap- 
p r o v a l  t o  t h e  c o u p  " a s  a m a t t e r  of c o u r s e . "  He s a i d  t h a t :  
h e  knew t h i s  " b e c a u s e  t h e  f a c t s  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o c l n c i l  
a r e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of S u k a r n o . "  Sjam r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  U n t u n g .  
L a t i e f ,  a n d  S u j o n o  ( a t  t h e i r  t h i r d  m e e t i n g )  t h a t  " t h e  g r e a t  
l e a d e r  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  h i s  own r o l e  ( i n  t h e  c o u p ) .  - 
T h e  B u n g  w i l l  l a t e r  o n  o b t a i n  a s e p a r a t e  s e t t l e r e n t . "  
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was o u t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  knowledge of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
G e c e r a z s  C o u n c i l  and  t h e  rumor t h a t  i t  w a s  p r e p a r i c g  f o r  a 
coup  had s p r e a d  throughol i t  t h e  PKI o r g a c i z a t i o z .  More t h a n  
anyone e l se ,  t h e  PKI was r e s p o r s i b l e  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  
ramor ;  by t h e  end of t h e  summer ,  i t  was h e a r d  eve rywhere  
i n  D j a k a r t a .  By l a t e  August  o r  e a r l y  September ,  t h e  
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  had become a n  open secret .  

A s  ment ioned  e a r l i e r ,  Sukarno  had t e n d e d  t o  p l a c e  
f u l l  t r u s t  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o s  s u p p l i e d  him by t h e  P K I ,  and  
of c o u r s e ,  t h e  BPI. I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  would have  been  
F r e d i s p o s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  what  t h e  PKI was t e l l i n g  him; namely,  
t h a t  a g roup  of  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  Army was " o u t  t o  g e t  h i m ; "  
a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e  became conv inced  of i t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  
i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  know f o r  s u r e  w h e t h e r  Suka rno  r e a l l y  
b e l i e , v e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l o t t i n g  a coup  or-er 
he  j u s t  p r e t e n d e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i t - - a s  a p r e t e x t  f o r  a coup  of  
h i s  o m  making. A i l  t h a t  c a n  be s a i d  f o r  s u r e  is t h a t  h e  
a c t e d  a s  though h e  b e l i e v e d  it. A f t e r  t h e  coup ,  he s a i d  
ic p u b l i c  t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  i t ,  b u t  he  might  have  s a i d  t h a t ,  
whe the r  o r  n o t  it was t r u e ,  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  coup.  A more 
c o c v i n c i n g  p e r f o r m a r c e  was h i s  d i r e c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  
X a s u t i o n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  coup,  when h e  c h a r g e d  N a s u t i o n  
w i t h  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  X a s u t i o n  g r i m l y  
d e n i e d  i t .  Then Sukarno  s a i d :  " B u t  you were aware  of a 
p la r -  by Yani  and h i s  men t o  t a k e  power f rom m e . "  N a s u t i o n  
d e r i e d  t h i s ,  t oo .  S u k a r n o  l o s t  h i s  temper  and s a i d :  "You 
a r e  l y i n g .  You m u s t  have  knowr.." N a s u t i o n  t h e n  r e p l i e d :  
"Bapak, f a l s e  a c c u s a t i o n s  are even  worse t h a n  murder ."  
(The r e f e r e n c e  was t o  N a s u t i o n ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  Suka rno  had 
been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  murder of t h e  g e n e r a l s . )  On t h i s  
and o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  S u k a r n o  seemed t r u l y  i n c r e d u l o u s  t h a t  

* A p p a r e n t l y ,  N a s u t i o n  h i m s e l f  ha-d t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
Suka rno  b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  
I n  h i s  s p e e c h  of 20 F e b r u a r y  1967 i n d i c t i n g  Suka rno  f o r  h i s  
r o l e  i n  t h e  coup,  N a s u t i o n  had t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  
h i s  mee t ing  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  h'ovember 1965: 

G e n e r a l  S u h a r t o  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  s l a n d e r s  a b o u t  
m e  were r e a c h i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  On t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
i n i t i a t i v e  I m e t  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  November 
i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  l a y  t o  rest t h e  s l a n d e r  t h a t  I 
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 2 3 9 )  

t h e  Army had n o t  r e a l l y  been p l o t t i n g  h i s  o u s t e r .  * 

. 
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S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  coup,  a round 20 Sep tember ,  Suka rno  
is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  summoned N a s u t i o n  and Yani  and a s k e d  
them a b o u t  +he  T e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h  
h e  had a s k e d  them abou t  a t  l e a s t  once  b e f o r e ,  on 26 May, 
a t  t h e  mee t ing  of m i l i t a r y  commanders a t  which he  f i r s t  
r a i s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  and t h e  G i l c h r i s t  
L e t t e r .  On t h e  l a t t e r  o c c a s i o n ,  Suka rno  is r e p o r t e d  to have  
t o l d  N a s u t i o n  and Yani t h a t  h e  had new i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  s e v -  
e r a l  h i g h - r a n k i n g - g e n e r a l s  were c o o p e r a x i n g  i n  an  a t*empt  t o  
o v e r t h r o w  t h e  government .  When N a s u t i o n  and Yani a s k e d  f o r  f 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 2'38) 
was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  and s o  on. I rece ived  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s t i l l  was mot  conv inced  t h a t  

s l a n d e r  and t h a t  h e  s t i l l  e n t e r t a i n e d  d o u b t s  
a b o u t  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a l s .  

. t h e  s t o r y  abou t  a c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s  was a 

T h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h  t h e  agreement  of t h e  commanders 
of t h e  f o u r  s e r v i c e s ,  I a p p o i n t e d  t h e  Odang 
Committee t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  t r u t h  of  t h e  
m a t t e r .  The commit tee  found a b s o l u t e l y  no 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s  was 
p l a n n i n g  a coup a s  has  been announced.  T h l s  
was r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e r i t .  T h e r e  is no 
doub t  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o c  
t h a t  l e d  him t o  s u s p e c t  t h e  A r m y ,  and d u r i n g  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  ( t h e  30 September  Novemefit) he  
r e t a i n e d  h i s  s u s p i c i o n s  and p l a c e d  t h e  most 
t r u s t  i n  S u p a r d j o  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  T h i s  is 
p roven  by h i s  own s t a t e m e n t  and by h i s  l e t t e r s  
t o  D e w i  on 1 and 2 O c t o b e r .  The l e t t e r  of 1 
Oc tobe r  s a i d  t h a t  Suka rno  had r e c e i v e d  informa- 
t i o n  from s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  abou t  t h i n g s  t h a t  had 

: o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  Army. I t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  men who 
were c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n  i n -  
t e n d e d  t o  s a f e g u a r d  Bapak and d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  
oppose  him,  s o  D e w i  s h o u l d  n o t  worry  b e c a u s e  
Bapak was s a f e .  

*According t o  a r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e ,  t h e  FXI t o l d  Suka rno  i n  
m i d - A u b s t  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l s  g roup  was p l a m i n g  a coup f o r  
5 O c t o b e r  (Armed F o r c e s  Day).  When Sukarno  l a t e r  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  an  u n u s u a l  number of army g e n e r a l s  and t rDops  were t o  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 2 4 0 )  
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t h e  names of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  Suka rno  r e f u s e d  t o  d i v u l g e  t h e m .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  Yani and Nasu t ion  a v o i d e d  a d i r e c t  answer on 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  I n s t e a d  t h e y  coun- 
t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  it was t h e  PKI t h a t  seemed t o  be  
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a coup.  I n  s u p p o r t '  of t h e i r  a rgument ,  t h e y  
p r e s e n t e d  Suka rno  w i t h  a r e p o r t  on r e c e n t  PKI a c t i v i t i e s ,  
which  showed a d e f i n i t e  i n c r e a s e  i n  v i o l e n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of 
t h e  PKI. It is u n c l e a r  whe the r  Yani and h ' a su t ion  showed 
S u k a r n o  t h e  Army r e p o r t  on t h e  PKI on t h e  same o c c a s i o n  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  c o n f r o n t e d  them on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l .  T h e r e  may have  been two d i f f e r e n t  m e e t i n g s .  

A c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  Suka rno  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  had 
w i t h  G e n e r a l  A d j i e  i n  J u l y  is a b o u t  t h e  b e s t  e v i d e n c e  w e  
have  t h a t  Sukarno  was g e n u i n e l y  c o n c e r n e d . a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y  of a n  Army coup.  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  is even  more 
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  
i nvo lvemen t  i n  t h e  coup.  Accord ing  t o  a n  unconf i rmed 
r e p o r t ,  A d j i e ,  t h e  pro-Sukarno b u t  anti-Communist  commander 
of t h e  Army i n  West J a v a ,  w a s  app roached  by Suka rno  i n  
J u l y  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  Yani and o t h e r  s e n i o r  g e n e r a l s  
were p l o t t i n g  a coup a g a i n s t  him. Suka rno  is r e p o r t e d  t o  
have  promised  A d j i e  t h a t  he  c o u l d  have  T a n i ' s  j o b  a s  
Commander-in-chief of  t h e  Army i f  A d j i e  h e l p e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  
o r d e r  d u r i n g  t h e  t r y i n g  p e r i o d  a f t e r  Yani and  t h e  o t h e r  
g e n e r a l s  were a r r e s t e d .  The re  was no ment ion  of  PKI i n -  
volvement  or  of any i n t e n t i o n  t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l s .  
Accord ing  t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  A d j i e  a g r e e d ,  and t h e  d e a l  was 
s e t t l e d  when Sukarno bes toxed  a medal on A d j i e  and s i n g l e d  
o u t  t h e  West J a v a  D i v i s i o n  of t h e  A m y  f o r  p r a i s e  i n  h i s  
N a t i o n a l  Day s p e e c h  on 17 August .  F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  A d j i e  made 
a p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he would obey o n l y  o r d e r s  f rom 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 239)  
b e  i n  D j a k a r t a  f o r  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  Day P a r a d e ,  he became 
c o n c e r n e d .  Around 20 September ,  t h e  PKI r e p o r t e d  t o  
S u k a r n o z t h a t  these army u n i t s  were b e i n g  i s s u e d  a d o u b l e  
i s s u e  of ammuni t ior .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  s o u r c e ,  t h i s  
c o n v i n c e d  Sukarno  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l a n n i n g  a coup 
and  h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  PKI t h a t  c o u n t e r p l a n s  s h o u l d  be 
made. 
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S u k a r n o ,  no m a t t e r  what happened .*  

The M o n t h  of September.: A. F l u r r y  of Speeches  

With  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of A d j i e ,  t h e  Army g e n e r a l s  came 
u n d e r  s t r o n g  a t t a c k  from Sukarno  i n  h i s  N a t i o n a l  Day sgeecf?  
of 17 Augus t .  . In  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  s p e e c h ,  i t  was O b * J i O U S  
t h a t  he  meant t h e  g e n e r a l s  when he  s a i d :  

Those  who w e r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  y e s t e r d a y  are 
p o s s i b l y  r e t r o g r e s s i v e ,  a n t i - p r o g r e s s i v e  t o d a y .  

, .Those  who were r e v o l u t i s z a r y  y e s t e r d a y  a r e  
p o s s i b i y  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o a a r y  t o d a y .  Those 
who were r a d i c a l  y e s t e r d a y  a re  p o s s i b l y  s c f t  
and  res is t less  t o d a y  . . . Even i f  you were 

' f o r m e r l y  a ' .bald-headed g e n e r a l  i n  1945, i f  
you split t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  
t o d a y ,  i f  you a r e  an  enemy of t h e  main 
p i l l a r s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o 3  t o d a y ,  t h e n  you 
h a v e  become a f o r c e  of reac€fonDii .  

The s p e e c h  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  a series of f i e r y  s p e e c h e s  by  
S u k a r n o  i n  August  ar_d September  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  same 

- v i o l e n t  condemnat ion  o f  t h e  army l e a d e r s .  U s u a I i y ,  r h e  
p h r a s e  " c a p i t a l i s t  b u r e a u c r a t s "  was u s e d ,  b u t  t h a t  de- 
c e i v e d  no one. I n  t h e  t w t u o c s  p h r a s e o l o g y  of I n d o n e s i a n  
p o l i t i c s ,  everybody knew t h a t  " c a p i t a l i s t  b u r e a x r a t s "  
meant t h e  a r m y  g e n e r a l s  who were b l o c k i n g  t h e  Comnunis t s '  
and a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  way. * 

*According  t o  t h e  source  of t h e  r e p o r t  on t h e  Suka rzo -  
A d j i e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e  d e a l  Suka rno  made w i t h  A d j i e  exp la i ; .  
why Untung and t h e  PKI t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d  h o l d  Djakarya  
w i t h  o n l y  a few b a t t a l i o n s .  They were c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  Ad;ie 
would n o t  order  t h e  S i l i w a n g i  t r o o p s  unde r  h i s  command 
a g a i n s t  t h e  coup f o r c e s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  was n o t  A d j i e  
who o r d e r e d  t h e  S i l i w a n g i  t r o o p s  i n t o  D j a k a r t a  on t h e  
morning of  t h e  COUP b u t  a swbord4na te  commander w h o s e ' u n i t  
was a l r e a d y  i n  D j a k a r t a .  A d j i e  d i d n ' t  move even  a f t e r  h e  
h e a r d  t h e  r a d i o  announcement a b o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c o u n c i l i  On 2 O c t o b e r ,  S u h a r t o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  con- 
t a c t e d  him and o r d e r e d  h i m  t o  b r i n g  t r o o p s  t o  D j a k a r t a ,  
b u t  A d j i e  r e f u s e d  u n t i l  h e  c o n t a c t e d  Sukarno .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  
when A d j i e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup  
and  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  had:been k i l l e d ,  h e  backed 
o u t  on 3uka rno  and f i n a l l y  moved h i s  f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
coup..  H e  behaved weakly a f t e r  t h a t ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Army 
was c o n c e r n e d ,  i n  n o t  t a k i n g  a s t r o n g  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  
Suka rno ,  I i O W e V e r .  

- - 



On 1 September ,  Sukarno  s p o k e  a t  a p o l i c e  "Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  D o c t r i n e "  r a l l y .  A t  one  p o i n t  i z  h i s  s p e e c h ,  h e  
l ooked  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  f o u r  service commanders s i t t i n g  
i n  t h e  f r o n t  row and i n  d o l c e  voce  a d d r e s s e d  e a c h  one i n  
t u r n .  To Dani ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  was a good 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y -  f o r c e ,  because  i t  was s t u d y i n g  Marxism- 
Len in i sm ( a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  D a n i ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of courses  
i n  Marxism-Leninism - i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ) .  To M a r t a d i n a t a ,  h e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Navy was a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e  now, a l t h o u g h  
i t  had been  i n  "some t r o u b l e "  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  yea r .  To 
P o l i c e  C o h a n d e r  S u t j i p t o  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  
would s o o n  be a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  force  because  of i ts  new 

t h e  Army is NOT a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e .  I t  is s t i l l  b l o c k i n g  
m e .  I w i l l  use my c h a r i s m a t i c  power and t u r n  t h e  p e o p l e  
a g a i n s t  you .  The p e o p l e  w i l l  c r u s h  you." Yani is r e p o r t e d  
t o  have  l a u g h e d .  

-- 

- " R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Doc t r ine"  program. To Yani ,  he  s a i d :  " B u t ,  

The n e x t  day ,  Subandr io  t o o k  up S u k a r n o ' s  rheme. 
On 2 Sep tember ,  h e  t o l d  a n  a u d i e n c e  ir, hlenado: " I f  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  I n d o n e s i a  is i n  t h e  hands of c o r r u p t o r s ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  f rom them.  Power 
m u s t  be  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  p e o p l e ,  and i t  is you who w i l l  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  c o r r u p t o r s . ' '  On 9 Sep tember ,  
he  u r g e d  a s t u d e n t  g a t h e r i n g  t o  "smash t h e  e x p l o i t e r s  and 
c a p i t a l i s t  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  a n n i h i l a t e  t h e  p i l f e r e r s  of t h e  
s t a t e ' s  w e a l t h . "  On 2 1  Sep tember ,  S u b a n d r i o  t o l d  a n o t h e r  
a u d i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  had g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  
a l o t  of  h e r o e s ,  bu t  t h a t  some of t hese  h e r o e s  had now 
t u r n e d  i n t o  t r a i t o r s .  T h e s e  "heroes-turned-traitors" had 
n o t  been  s t r o n g  enough t o  f a c e  t h e  t r i a l s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
e r a .  On 75 September ,  S u b a n d r i o  announced t h a t  a n  ope ra -  
t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t  b u r e a u c r a t s "  was imminent .  

Suka rno  p r o b a b l y  gave  more s p e e c h e s  t h e  l a s t  month 
b e f o r e  t h e  coup t h a n  he gave i n  any o t h e r  morAth a s  P r e s i -  
d e n t .  A s  t h e  t i m e  for t h e  coup drew n e a r ,  he was a v e r a g i n g  
f o u r  o r  f i v e  s p e e c h e s  a week. One of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
was h i s  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  P S I 1  Congres s  i n  e a r l y  September ,  
i n  which h e  spoke  of t h e  " f i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  of  I r rdones ian  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . "  Once a g a i n ,  a s  he had dcne  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  
a t  t h e  PNI a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  on 26 J u l y ,  he  p u b l i c l y  

_. 
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i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  1926  PKI r e v o l t ,  o r  what  h e  
l a b e l l e d  t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  of I n d o n e s i a  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . R  
H i s t o r i a n s  h a d  a l w a y s  i d e n t i f i e d  S u k a r n o  w i t h  t h e  " t h i r d  
g e n e r a t i o n , "  which  formed t h e  n u c l e u s  of t h e  PIXI.. t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t h a t  S u k a r n o  f o u n d e d .  T h e r e  is no  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  h e  was ever i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  Communists  i n  t h e  1 9 2 6  
r e v o l t .  Y e t ,  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  PSI1 C o n g r e s s ,  S u k a r n o  
a s s e r t e d :  

I was a l w a y s  a member o f  t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n .  
After  t h e  1926 r e v o l t ,  when t h e  PKI l e a d e r s  
were i n  j a i l ,  t h e y  smugg led  l e t t e r s  t o  m e ,  
u r g i n g  m e  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  s t r u g g l e  ( a g a i n s t  
t h e  Dutch)  . . . . The t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  . . . 
I was n e v e r  one  of them. They  were r e v i s i o n -  
ists, c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t s  . . . You c a n ' t  d o  
a n y t h i n g  g r a d u a l l y .  You have  t o  s e i z e  power 
by f o r c e .  

S u k a r n o ' s  commitment t o  t h e  PKI h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  s o  s t r o n g .  
I t  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  he  was p r e p a r e d  t o  re-write 
h i s t o r y - - t o  make i t  l o o k  a s  t h o u g h  h e  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  PKI and .its e s p o u s a l  o f  t h e  v i o l e n t  s e i z u r e  

. o f  power .  H i s  r e a s o n  f o r  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  v i o l e n t  s e i z u r e  
of power was o b v i o u s l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  
i n t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  a t h e m e  which  h e  k e p t  e m p h a s i z i n g  i n  h i s  
s p e e c h e s  a l l  d u r i n g  Sep tember .  I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  
of I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s t a g e  a s  imminenr .  
I t  was n o t  a q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  was  - now. 

p l a y  t o  S u k a r n o ' s  e v e r y  s t a t e m e n t  d u r i n g  August  a n d  Septem- 
b e r .  Under  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  PKI P o l i t b u r o  member S a k i r m a n  
l a t e r  s p o k e  o f  t h e  p ropaganda  campa ign  t h a t  t h e  PKI mounted 
i n  t h e  weeks  before t h e  c o u p ,  a h i c h  h e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  
work o f  " r e a d y i n g  t h e  masses"  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  

The  PKI t h r o u g h  its mass m e d i a ,  was g i v i n g  maximtirn 

.. . - .  - 
* A c c o r d i n g  t o  S u k a r n o ,  t h e  f i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  were: (1) 

t h e  S a r e k a t  I s l a m ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 2 0 ' s ,  (2) t h e  1926 PKI r e v o l t ,  (3) t h e  Algemene S t u d i e  
Group ,  wh ich  fo rmed  t h e  n u c l e u s  of t h e  PNI, w i t h  w h i c h  
S u k a r n o  is u s u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  (4) t h e  ' 4 5  G e n e r a t i o n ?  
w h i c h  go t  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f rom t h e  Du tch ,  and  (t) t h e  con-  
t e m p o r a r y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement. 
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I n  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  d a t e  f o r  l a u n c h i n g  t h e  c o u p ,  
p a r t y  a g i t a t i o n  a n d  p r o p a g a n d a  w a s  s t e p p e d  up  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  a n d  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  b a s i c  
t a r g e t  , n a m e l y ,  e x p o s i n g  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  
c a p i t a l i s t s .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  p r o p a g a n d a  a i m e d  
a t  e x p o s i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Armed Forces 
L e a d e r s h i p .  P r o p a g a n d a  was l a u n c h e d  i n  t h e  
form of rumor c a m p a i g n s  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  u n d e r  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of N a s u t i o n  a n d  Y a n i  were g o i n g  
t o  s t a g e  a c o u p  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e  c a b i n e t  
a n d  would  k i c k  o u t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PKI. 

I n  a n  e t 5 i t o r i a l  i n  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  o n  4 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  PKI 
a c c u s e d  t h e  Army of " s p r e a d i n g  a c a m p a i g n  t h a t  t h e  PKI 
i n t e n d s  t o  o r g a n i z e  a coup, w h e r e a s  i n  f a c t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  
o n e s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a c o u p .  T h e  b a b y  w i l l  be b o r n  f o r  s u r e . "  
T h e  m e t a p h o r  of t h e  b a b y  w a s  t o  a p p e a r  a g a i n  i n  s e v e r a l  
of A i d i t ' s  s p e e c h e s  d u r i n g  S e p t e m b e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  h i s  
s p e e c h  t o  a m e e t i n g  of women v o l u n t e e r s  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  9 S e p t e m b e r .  

We s t r u g g l e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m u s t  b e  b o r n ,  
a n d  w e ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  a r e .  . . t h e  m i d w i v e s  
of a c h i l d  of t h e  new s o c i e t y .  T h e  c h i l d  w i l l  
d e f i n i t e l y  be b o r n ,  and  w e ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  
a r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  t h a t  i t  is s a f e l y  d e l i v e r e d  
a n d  w i l l  q u i c k l y  grow u p .  

I t  seems t h a t  A i d i t  was a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  " b i r t h "  o f  s o c i a l i s m  
i n  I n d o n e s i a ;  t h e  "new b a b y "  w a s  t h e  "new s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y ' '  
t h a t  was s o o n  t o  b e  p r o c l a i m e d ;  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  hIovement 
w o u l d  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  " s a f e  d e l i v e r y "  of t h e  "baby."  A t  t h e  
t i m e ,  t h e  m e a n i n g  of t h e  m e t a p h o r  w a s  n o t  e x a c t l y  c l e a r .  
T h e  "baby" was  g e n e r a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h e  " f i f t h  
force." I n  h i n d s i g h t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  A i d i t  
was. t h i n k i n g ' i n  much b r o a d e r  terms t h a n  j u s t  t h e  " f i f t h  
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f o r c e . "  H e  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  a l l u d i n g  t o  someth ing  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  w a s  b e i n g  much more e x p l i c i t  a b o u t  i n  h i 3  s p e e c h e s  
a t  t h e  time--namely, I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  
s t a g e .  * 

Around mid-September, A i d i t  xnd t h e  FKI began t o  make 
a l l u s i o n s  i n  p u b l i c  t o  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  would s i g n a l  I n d o n e s i a ' s  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s t a g e ;  namely,  t h e  30 September  
Movement. I t  was n o t  c l e a r  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  of c o u r s e ,  b u t  it 
seems clear  now t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  was t h o u g h t  of 
as g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e  " s a f e  d e l i v e r y  of  t h e  c h i l d " - - i n  t h e  
e s o t e r i c  l anguage  of t h e  PKI. I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r emarks  

- a d d r e s s e d  t o  a mee t ing  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of t h e  A l l -  
I n d o n e s i a  F e d e r a t i o n  of Labor  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  (SOBSI)  on 
15 September ,  t h e r e  seems t o  be  no q u e s t i o n  b u t  t h a t  A i d i t  
was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  coup.  c.!iicli v:as i l l r e a d y  w e l l  i n t o  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  s t a g e :  

The most i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  now is t h e  manner i n  
which w e  can  e x c i s e  the cancer ,  i . e . ,  t h e  
' c i t y  d e v i l s '  from t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  body. 
I f  w e  w i s h  o u r  R e v o l u t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  h e a l t h i l y ,  
w e  m u s t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  economic d y n a s t y ,  bureau-  
crat ism,  and ' c i t y  d e v i l s '  f rom t h e  whole 
p o l i t i c a l  and economic s t a t e  mach ine ry .  

*On 30 September ,  o n l y  h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  coup,  PKI l e a d e r  
Anwar S a n u s i  a d d r e s s e d  a mee t ing  of t h e  S t a t e  Bank of Indo-  
n e s i a ;  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of h i s  speech, he  used  t h e  same metaphor  
of t h e  "baby" t h a t  A i d i t  u sed  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  on 9 September :  

We a r e  now i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  where  o u r  c o u n t r y  
is e x p e c t i n g  a c h i l d .  The midwife  is r e a d y  w i t h  
a l l  h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s a f e  
d e l i v e r y  of t h e  c h i l d ,  which w a s  expected f o r  

. a l o n g  t i m e  . . . T h e r e  is a h a n d f u l  of ' d e v i l s '  
who t h b e a t e n  t h e  safety of t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  
c h i l d  t o  be born .  The midwife ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f i r s t  
s h o u l d  d r i v e  these d e v i l s  away. 
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R e g i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  l a u n c h  
a n  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  ' c i t y  d e v i l s ' .  

On 27 S e p t e m b e r ,  A i d i t  a d d r e s s e d  a m e e t i n g  of t h e  A s s o c i a -  
t i o n  of I n d o n e s i a n  S t u d e n t s  ( I P P I ) :  

We s h a l l  n o t  s u r r e n d e r  o u r  f a t e  t o  t h e  
' c i t y  d e v i l s , '  b u t  w i l l  c r u s h  a n d  d e f e a t  
t h e m .  - 

On t h e  3 0 t h '  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i n  H a r i a n  R a k . j a t  w a s  more ex- 
p l i c i t  i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  ' c i t y  d e v i l s ' :  

E m b e z z l i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  w e a l t h ,  t h e  ' c i t y  
d e v i l s '  h a v e  e v i l  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e n t i o n s  t o w a r d s  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h e y  s h o u l d  
be p u b l i c l y  e x e c u t e d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  is o n l y  
t o  i m p l e m e n t  i t .  T h e  j u s t  d e m a n d s  of t h e  
p e o p l e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  successfu l .  

I n  h i s  l a s t  p u b l i c  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p ,  A i d i t  s a i d  t h a t  
"Communis t  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  d a r i n g  t o  t h i n k  a n d  d a r i n g  
t o  a c t .  A c t ,  a c t .  a c t .  A c t  d a r i n g l y ,  d a r i n g l y ,  a n d  o n c e  
more d a r i n g l y , "  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  a s  t h e  c o u p  forces  were 
p r e p a r i n g  t o  a c t  t h a t  v e r y  e v e n i n g ,  Anwar S a i i u s i  m a d e  t h e  
l a s t  PKI p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p :  

We a r e  now i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  our  c o u n t r y  
is e x p e c t i n g  a c h i l d .  T h e  m i d w i f e  is r e a d y  
w i t h  a l l  h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
s a f e  d e l i v e r y  of t h e  c h i l d ,  w h i c h  w a s  e x p e c t e d  
f o r  a l o n g  time. 

D u r i n g  ' t h o s e  l a s t  w e e k s  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  b o t h  A i d i r  
a n d  S u k a r n o  c o n v e y e d  a g r e a t  s e n s e  of u r g e l i c y .  One  o r  
t h e  o t h e r  was s p e a k i n g  a l m o s t  e v e r y  d a y ,  i t  s e e m e d .  T h e r e  
was a f e e l i n g  of s u p p r e s s e d  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  a l l  t h e i r  speecn-  
es. ' .  From t h e i r  s p e e c h e s  a n d  from t h e  press a n d  from 
t h e  many p o s t e r s  t h a t  were b e i n g  p u t  u p  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c i t y  
one d e f i n i t e l y  g o t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  i m p o r t a n t  
was a b o u t  t o  h a p p e n - - a l t h o u g h  n o  o n e  s e e m e d  t o  know j u s t  
w h a t .  One c o u l d  s e n s e  t h e  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e . '  
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The mood i n  D j a k a r t a  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  
as  o n e  of  n e r v o u s  e x u e c t a t i o n .  

I n  h i n d s i g h t ,  i t  seems more t h a n  a c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  
s o  many n o n - c o m m u n i s t  o f f i c i a l s  were away from D j a k a r t a  
a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  c o u p . *  E i t h e r  S u k a r n o  o r  S u b a n d r i o  
c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  many I n d o n e s i a n  
d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  be- o u t  o f  town on  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  

* A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  c o u p ,  t h e r e  were n o  fewer t h a n  1 2  
d i f f e r e n t  I n d o n e s i a n  d e l e g a t i o n s  i n  Communist  C h i n a .  The  

d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  P r o v i s i o n a l  PeoDle ' s  C o n s u l -  
t a t i v e  C o n g r e s s  (MPRS), w h i c h  was  c o m p r i s e d  of C h a e r u l  
S a l e h ,  t h e  C h a i r m a n  of t h e  blPRS, a n d  A l i  S a s t r o a m i d j o j o  
a n d  W i l u j o  P u s p o j u d o ,  v i c e  c h a i r m e n  of t h e  MPRS, a n d  a 
score  of o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  m i n i s t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  S u r j a d i ,  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B u d g e t ,  A .  S u k e n d r o ,  M i n i s t e r  
of S t a t e ,  a n d  h l .  J u s u f ,  M i n i s t e r  of L i g h t  I n d u s t r y ;  ( 2 )  a 
58-member d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  
I n s t i t u t e ,  l e d  by M a j o r  Gen. W i l u j o  P u s p o j u d o ,  P r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  I n s t i t u t e ;  ( 3 )  a 61- 
member d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  A i r  Force S t a f f  Academy l e d  by 
A i r  Commodore S r i  Bimo A r i o t e d j o ;  a n d  a s m a l l  d e l e g a t i o n  
of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  C o o p e r a t i o n  P a r l i a m e n t  l e d  by S u b a m i i  
D e p u t y  S p e a k e r .  A l l  f ou r  d e l e g a t i o n s  were r e c e i v e d  by 
hlao o n  30 S e p t e m b e r ;  t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  hlPRS d e l e g a t i o n  had  
a f a r e w e l l  b a n q u e t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  may 
h a v e  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  t o  l e a v e  P e k i n g  j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e  news of t h e  c o u p  i n  I n d o n e s i a  was  r e c e i v e d  i n  
C h i n a .  Chou E n - l a i  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  b r o k e n  t h e  news 
t o  C h a e r u l  S a l e h  and  A l i  S a s t r o a m i d j o j o  a n d  W i l u j o  P u s p o -  
j u d o  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 1 O c t o b e r .  T h e  MPRS d e l e g a t i o n  
may h a v e  b e e n  u n c e r t a i n  w h a t  t o  do u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
I t  s t a y e d  i n  P e k i n g  a n o t h e r  t h r e e  d a y s  before  l e a v i n g  o n  
a t o u r  of s o u t h  C h i n a ,  a r r i v i n g  home on  7 October.  

B e s i d e s  a n  o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  P K I ,  t h e r e  
were a t  l e a s t  s i x  o t h e r  l e f t i s t  d e l e g a t i o n s  from I n d o n e s i a  
i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  C h i n a ' s  N a t i o n a l  Day c e l e b r a t i o n s  o n  1 
October .  T h e r e  was  a 3-member d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
A n t a r a  N e w s  Agency ,  a 4-member d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  A l l - I n d o -  
n e s i a n  C e n t r a l  O r g a n  of T r a d e  U n i o n s ,  a 14-member d e l e g a -  
t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  J o u r n a l i s t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a 9 - m e m -  
ber d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a - C h i n a  F r i e n d s h i p  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 4 8 )  

- f o u r  most i m p o r t a n t  and  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  were: (1) a 
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I n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  number 
of non-Communist  g o v e r n m e n t  c f f i c i a l s  a b s e n t  from t h e  c o u n -  
t r y ,  t h e r e  was t h e  e q u a l l y  u n u s u a l  s i t u a t i o n  of h a v i n g  
a l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  PKI l e a d e r s  i n  I n d o n e s i a , *  a v e r y  u n u s u a l  
s i t u a t i o n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  a n d  f r e q u e n t  t r a v e l  
t o  C h i n a ,  t h e  USSR, a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  A i d i t  h i m s e l f  h a d  
r e f u s e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  Communist  C h i n a ' s  N a t i o n a l  
Day c e l e b r a t i o n s  o n  1 O c t o b e r .  N o r m a l l y ,  o n e  w o u l d -  h a v e  
e x p e c t e d  t h e  PKI t o  s e n d  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  s o m e o n e  w i t h  P o l i t b u r o  r a n k .  On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  

(footnote c o n t i n u e d  from page  2 4 7 )  
a 4-member d e l e g a t i o n  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  S c i e n t i s t s '  A s s o c i a -  
t i o n , . a n d  a s m a l l  I n ' d o n e s i a n  hfoslem d e l e g a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  
a l s o  a 3-member d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  P a r t y  ( P a r -  
t i n d o )  l e d  b y  H a d j i  W i n o t o  D a n u a s m e r e ,  C h a i r m a n  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  p a r t y  a n d  a 7-member h i g h e r  e d u c a -  
t i o n  d e l e g a t i o n  l e d  b y  S h a r i f  T h a j e b ,  M i n i s t e r  of H i g h e r  
E d u c a t i o n ,  who a r r i v e d  i n  P e k i n g  o n  30 S e p t e m b e r .  

c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  i n  Communist  C h i n a  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  
-coup. . D e p u t y  Prime M i n i s t e r  S u b a n d r i o  had  n o t  l e f t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  b u t  h e  had c o n v e n i e n t l y  a r r a n g e d  t o  be o u t  of 
D j a k a r t a .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  12: o t h e r  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s ,  h e  
h a d  l e f t  o n  a t o u r  of S u m a t r a  on  2 9 ' S e p t e m b e r .  On 25 
S e p t e m b e r ,  when t h e  o f f i c i a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of h i s  p l a n n e d  
v i s i t  t o  S u m a t r a  w a s  made ,  i t  seemed t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  w a s  
a t  p a i n s  t o  g i v e  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  t r i p  and  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  t h a t  h i s  v i s i t  t o  S u m a t r a  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  by P r e s i d e n t  
S u k a r n o .  I t  had n o t  b e e n  n o r m a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  p a s t  f o r  
M i n i s t e r s  a t  S u b a n d r i o ' s  l e v e l  t o  go i n t o  a l o n g  e x p l a n a -  
t i o n  of t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  m a k i n g  a r o u t i n e  v i s i t  a n y w h e r e  i n  
I n d o n e s i a .  I t  w a s  a l m o s t  a s  i f  S u b a n d r i o  w a s  p r e p a r i n g  
a n  a l i b i  for h i m s e l f .  

A s  o n e  c a n  s ee ,  t h e r e  were a l a r g e  number of I n d o n e s i a n  

*The o n e  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  w a s  A d j i t o r o p ,  who had b e e n  
i n  Communist  C h i n a  most of t h e  s u m m e r  a n d  e a r l y  f a l l  of 
1965. He is sti l l  i n  C h i n a ,  h a v i n g  c h o s e n  n o t  t o  go b a c k  
t o  I n d o n e s i a  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  
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Aidit sent a 10-man delegation, the highest-ranking mem- 
ber of which was Sidik Kertapati, a not very well known 
member of  the Central Committee, It is almost an obvious 
conclusion that Aidit was influenced by considerations 
arising from the coup in wanting to have all the Politburo 
members in Indonesia around the end o f  September.* 

be out o f  the country in September who changed those plans 
to remain in Indonesia. One was Aidit and the other was 
Sukarno. Aidit had been expected to leave with Chaerul 
Saleh and the MPRS group which arrived in China on 27 
September. At the last moment, as the delegation was 
boarding the plane for China, Aidit announced at the air- 
port that he was not going. 

There were two people who actually had plans to 

President Sukarno had made plans to travel to 
Vienna in early September for a medical check-up, after 
his recent illness, by:the Austrian kidney specialist 
Dr. Fellinger, who had treated Sukarno previously. In 
late August, however, Sukarno cancelled his travel plans, 
claiming that internal-political deve.lopments would not 
permit him to be absent from the country. The fact that 
he apparently considered it impossible to leave the country 
in September--the month that the planning for the coup 
was done--and the timing of his decision to cancel his 
trip, which coincides with the approximate timing o f  the 
decision to stage the coup, raise the possibility that 
the coup was somehow tied in with his decision to cancel 
his visit to Vienna. It suggests that the President at 
least knew about the coup plans ahead o f  time. 

*Presumably, the PKI gave the Chinese some explana- 
tion for their sending such a low level delegation to the 
1 October National Day celebration. They could probably 
have come up with a satisfactory explanation without tell- 
ing the Chinese about the coup, but it does suggest that 
the Chinese were informed about the coup. There are other 
things that suggest that the Chinese were not informed, 
however, so it should not be taken as conclusive evidence. 
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T h e  E v i d e n c e  A g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  people i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  
c o u p  were l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  knew a n d  a p -  
p r o v e d  of t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g .  A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  A i d i t  i m -  
p l i e d  a s  much when h e  t o l d  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t h a t  " t h e  Presi-  
d e n t  w o u l d  g i v e  h i s  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  
(of t h e  c o u p )  as a matter of c o u r s e . ' '  A t  t h e  t h i r d  m e e t -  
i n g  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  o n  13 S e p t e m b e r ,  i t  w i l l  be r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  Sjam t o l d  U n t u n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  t h a t  " t h e  g rea t  l e a d -  
e r  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  his own r o l e  ( i n  t h e  c o u p ) .  T h e  
Bung w i l l  l a te r  o n  ob ta in  a separa te  s e t t l e m e n t . "  A c c o r d -  
i n g  t o  L a t i e f ,  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t c b c l u d e d  from t h a t  " t h a t  
n o  mat te r  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  p l a y  a ro le . ' '  
A l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p  seem: t o  
h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
h a d  g i v e n  h i s  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  c o u p .  A t  t h e  t r i a l  of former 
first l i e u t e n a n t  Ngadimp,  i t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  Ngadimo- 
t o l d  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  before  t h e  c o u p  " t h a t  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  had  b e e n  c r e a t e d  b y  A i d i t  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  g i v e n  i t  h i s  b l e s s i n g  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of S u b a n d r i o . "  A p p a r e n t l y ,  Ngadimo got  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f rom U n t u n g .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  i n  c o u r t :  

hly a c t i v i t i e s  (on behal f  of t h e  c o u p )  b e g a n  
a f t e r  I met w i t h  L t .  C o l .  U n t u n g  i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  c o m p l e x  on  D j a l a n  T a n a h  
Abang 11. H e  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e r e  was a Coun- 
c i l  of G e n e r a l s  t h a t  was g o i n g  t o  s tage  a 
c o u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  Palace a n d  t h a t  t h e  Palace 
was g o i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Coun- 
c i l  t o  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  t h e  C o u n c i l  of G e n e r a l s ,  
The m o t i v e  f o r  my a c t i v i t i e s  was t h a t  I f e l t  
p r o u d  t o  be able  t o  s e r v e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  D a n i ,  a n d  Sjam a re  a l l  re- 
po r t ed  t o  h a v e  i m p l i c a t e d  S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  
c o u p  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e i r  secret  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  
Army. Under  d i r ec t  q u e s t i o n i n g  b y  S u h a r t o ,  L a t i e f  is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  " S u k a r n o  g a v e  t h e  c o u p ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  the m u r d e r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  h i s  s u p p o r t  from t h e  
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b e g i n n i n g . " *  As n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  Sjam d e f i n i t e l y  i m -  
p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had p r e v i o u s  knowledge  of t h e  
c o u p  when h e  answered  a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  w i t h  t h e  re tor t :  "We knew he  
would approve!"  O t h e r  PKI o f f i c i a l s  have  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  P K I  d e f i n i t e l y  e x p e c t e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  make a s t a t e -  
ment  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  coup .  

We d o  n o t  have  e x a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  wha t  S u j o n o  
and  Dan i  a n d  o t h e r s  may have  t o l d  t h e i r  Army i n t e r r o g a -  
t o r s  r e g a r d i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p .  i n  t h e  c a s e  

- of  D a n i ,  t h e r e  are  r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  g a v e  t h e  Arm,!- 
"documents  and s t a t e m e n t s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  and 
p o s s i b l y  p r o o f ,  t h a t  t h e  man who g a v e  t h e  o rde r  for t h e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  30 Sep tember  1965 c o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  murde r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  was P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  h i m s e l f . "  
E x c e p t  f o r  o n e  l e t t e r  which  Dani  is s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  
w r i t t e n  t o  S u h a r t o ,  i n  which  h e  r e p o r t e d l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  
" n e i t h e r  he  n o r  a n y  A i r  F o r c e  componen t s  i nvo l - Jed  i n  t k z  
30 Sep tember  a f f a i r  u n d e r t o o k  a n y  a c t i o n s  t h a t  were n o t  
d i r e c t l y  o r d e r e d  by t h e  Supreme Commander ( P r e s i d e n t  
S u k a r n o )  h i m s e l f  ,') w e  have  no  i n f o r m a t i o n  wha t  t h e s e  
"documents  and s t a t e m e n t s "  a r e . * *  To t h e  s u r p r i s e  of 

* A f t e r  h i s  c a p t u r e ,  L a t i e f  was q u e s t i o n e d  b y  S u h a r t o  
h i m s e l f .  I n  t h e  course of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  was 
t a p e - r e c o r d e d ,  L a t i e f  made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  q u o t e d  a b o v e .  
S u h a r t o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  s e n t  S u k a r n o  a c o p y  of t h e  
t a p e .  H e  s e n t  i t  v i a  Brig-Gen. S u t j i p t o ,  s i n c e  S u k a r n o  
r e f u s e d  t o  see him p e r s o n a l l y .  

* * I n  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  S u h a r t o ,  w r i t t e n  w h i l e  h e  was  i n  
h i d i n g  i n  Cambodia a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  D a n i  r e p o r t e d l y  ex- 
p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  t o  c l e a r  h i m s e l f  and t h e  Air Force of 
a n y  t a i n t  of c o m p l i c i t y  i n  p l o t t i n g  t h e  coup and  r e q u e s t -  
e d  . p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  D j a k a r t a  t o  s t a n d  t r i a l  i n  
o r d e r  t o  e x o n e r a t e  h i m s e l f  and  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  The l e t t e r  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  D a n f ' s  d e f e n s e  a t  s u c h  a t r i a l  would  be 
t h a t  h e  a c t e d  o n l y ' o n  the '  o r d e r  of S u k a r n o .  D a n i  o b v i o u s l y  
d i d  n o t  foresee t h e ' p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Army would  wan t  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 2 5 2 )  
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many p e o p l e  who e x p e c t e d  D a n i  t o  i m p l i c a t e  S u k a r n o  i n  
h i s  t e s t i m o n y  i n  c o u r t ,  h i s  t r i a l  p r o d u c e d  n o  s e n s a t i o n -  
a l  r e v e l a t i o n s  about t h e  r o l e  of S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  c o u p .  
T h e  Army o b v i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  i n  
its s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  a n d  t h e  PKI, t o  p u t  t h e  
blame for t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement e n t i r e l y  o n  t h e  PKI; 

(footnote c o n t i n u e d  from page  251)  - 
t o  p r e s e r v e  some of S u k a r n o ' s  p r e s t i g e  a s  t h e  first Presi- 
d e n t  a n d  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r  of I n d o n e s i a  e v e n  w h i l e  
it was e n g a g e d  i n  d e s t r o y i n g  him a s  a p o l i t i c a l  force,  
a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  w o u l d  n o t  a d m i t  e v i d e n c e  of S u k a r n o ' s  
c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  coup i n  c o u r t .  If t h e  Army had  w a n t e d  
t o  d e f a m e  S u k a r n o  c o m p l e t e l y ,  D a n i  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  
u s e f u l  i n d e e d .  H e  was u s e f u l  t o  t h e  Army, a s  i t  w a s .  
The  Army w a s  a b l e  t o  u s e  him t o  b r i n g  p r e s s u r e  o n  S u k a r n o  
by t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  h a v e  D a n i  t e l l  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  of t h e  
c o u p .  D a n i ' s  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Army was  n o w h e r e  near as 
h e l p f u l  t o  him. T h e  l i n e  of d e f e n s e  t h a t  h e  had  p l a n n e d  
t o  u s e - - t h a t  he  had  s i m p l y  b e e n  f o l l o w i n g  o r d e r s  from 
S u k a r n o - - g o t  him n o w h e r e .  I t  seems t h a t  h e  may h a v e  b e e n  
f o r b i d d e n  from m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  name of S u k a r n o  i n  c o u r t .  
W i t h o u t  m e n t i o n i n g  him by name, i t  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  
who D a n i ' s  d e f e n s e  a t t o r n e y  m e a n t  t h o u g h , .  when h e  a s k e d :  
"Is it  j u s t  t h a t  t h i s  man be c o n v i c t e d  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  
o r d e r s ,  w h i l e  h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  w h o g i v e  t h e  o r d e r s ,  is n e v e r  
b r  o u g h t t o t r i a 1 ? '' 

S u h a r t o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  u s e d  D a n i ' s  l e t te r  of 17 
F e b r u a r y  1966 t o  u n i t e  t h e  chiefs of t h e  a rmed s e r v i c e s  
a n d  v a r i o u s  k e y  s u b o r d i n a t e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  b e h i n d  him i n  
h i s  d e a l i n g s - w i t h  S u k a r n o .  W i t h  h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h u s  f u r t h e r  
s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  p r e s s u r e  
to  b e a r  o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  d e l e -  
g a t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  o n  11 March 1966. 
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t h e  a t t a c k  o n  S u k a r n o  wolild come l a t e r  a n d  i n  a much d i f -  
f e r e n t  form.* Not o n l y  i n  D a n i ' s  t r i a l  b u t  i n  a l l  t h e  
o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  seems t o  h a v e  beer! a d e l i b e r a t 2  e f f o r t  t o  
s t a y  c l e a r  of t h e  subject of S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  
c o u p .  Whenever  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of R i t n e s s e s  p u t  thz f i n g e r  
o n  S u k a r n o  a s  h a v i n g  prior k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  c o u p ,  t h i s  
w a s  n o t  c a r r i e d  in p r e s s  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s . * *  

I t  is w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  bo th  t h e  S o v i e t s  a n d  t h e  
C h i n e s e  h a v e  made p r i v a t e  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e y  b e l i e v e  S u k a r n o  WYPS i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t% 
c o u p .  A t  t h e  2 3 r d  C P S J  Congress, there w a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  
r e p o r t  o n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  COUF, ir! w h i c h  t h e  p o i n t  

* I n  t h e  c a s e  of S u k a r n o ,  t h e  Army tried t o  d e s t r o y  hi? 
p o l i t i c a l l y  t i t h o u t  d i s c r e d i t i n g  h i m  c o m p l e t e l y ,  a COR- 
s i d e r a t i o n  t h e y  d i d  n 9 t  have  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  i n  t h e  c a s e  . 
of t h e  PKI. The p u b l i c  chsrges  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  made a g a i s t  
S u k a r n o  c o n c e r n  his a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  a n d  
h i s  e f f o r t s  a f t e r  t h e  c o ~ y  to T r o t e c t  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  c o u p  a n d  t o  restore t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  to t h a t  
e x i s t i n g  before  t h e  c o u p t  j u s t  a s  t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  h a d  hap- 
p e n e d .  S u k a r n o ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  cou? is 
s t i l l  a s e n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t ,  w h i c h  is n o t  d i s c u s s e d  p u b l i c l y  
i n  I n d o n e s i a .  However ,  v e r y  r e c e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d i c a t e 3  
t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  S u h a r t o  may now be p r e p a r e d  t o  p r e s s  c h a r g e s  
a g a i n s t  S u k a r n o  f o r  his role i n  t h e  c o u p .  Ii: vid-Novem- 
ber 1968, S u h a r t o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  o r d e r e d  a n  n s h a u s t i v E  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of former P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  p r i o r  t o  b r i n g -  
i n g  him t o  t r i a l  i n  n i d - 1 9 6 9 .  P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e  Army h a s  
new a n d  v e r y  g o o d  e v i d e n c e  of S u k a r n o ' s  i n v a l v z m s n t  i n  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c o u p  9 ~ '  i t  would  n o t  t a k e  t h i s  d r a s t i c  
a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  s t e p .  

**The e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  came o u t  of t h e  e a r l y  trials of 
N j o n o  a n d  o t h e r s  w h i c h  p o i n t e d  a f i n g e r  a t  Sukal-no re- 
p o r t e d l y  made t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f u r i o u s .  A t  a p r i v a t e  meet- 
i n g  w i t h  S u h a r t o  a t  t h e  P a l a c e  on 17 F e b r u a r y  1966, S u k a r n o  
o r d e r e d  t h a t  h i s  name be k e p t  o u t ' o f  a l l  t e s t i m o n y  being 
t a k e n .  b y  t h e  s p e c i a l  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  t r y i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement. S u k a r n o  w a n t e d  n o  r e p e t i -  
t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  w h i c h  S u j o n o  m e n t i o n e d  S u k a r n o ' s  
name i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p l a n s  t o  h o u s e  a n d  s a f e g u a r a  
S u k a r n o ,  A i d i t ,  a n d  S u b a n d r i o  a t  H a l i n  A i r  Force B a s e  
d u r i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h o u r s  of t h e  c o u p .  
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was made t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  had a p p a r e n t l y  u r g e d  A i d i t  t o  
seize power o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w a s  d y i n g .  
In t h e i r  p r o p a g a n d a ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  had encouraged t h e  view 
t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  had i n s t i g a t e d  t h e  coup; t h e y  had n o t  
a d m i t t e d  PKI i n v o l v e m e n t ,  however.  They managed t o  do 
t h i s  by q u o t i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  PKI c o v e r  s t o r y  t h a t  the c o u p  
w a s  s i m p l y  "an i n t e r n a l  Army a f f a i r "  or l a t e r  statements 
b y  t h e  PKI d e n y i n g  any  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  coup .  

R e a c t i o n a r y  forces ( i n  I n d o n e s i a )  have  i n -  
t e n s i f i e d  t h e i r  a n t i c o m m u n i s t  campaign on 
t h e  p r e t e x t  t h a t  t h e  PKI Bas i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  30 September  Movement. The a c c u s a t i o n  
w a s  d e n i e d  by t h e  PKI i n  a s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  
o n  7 O c t o b e r .  

. (Commentary by a f o r m e r  S o v i e t  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  i n  I n d o n e s i a  
b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  Moscow R a d i o ,  
29 October 1965)  

I h e  s e c o n d  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  t h a t  was made i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
p a r t y  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  CPSU C o n g r e s s  t h a t  had n o t  a p p e a r e d  
i n  S o v i e t  p ropaganda  c o n c e r n e d  Suka rno .  

The problem was f u r t h e r  deepened  by  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  Suka rno  h i m s e l f  knew, p r i o r  t o  t h e  
c r i s i s ,  t h a t  t h e  Communists were t r y i n g  t o  
seize power and he was n o t  opposed  t o  i t .  
Suka rno  may have  had  a d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Communist 
P a r t y  of C h i n a  t h a t  i n  exchange  f o r  c e r t a i n  
areas  i n  which  t o  c a r r y  out A-bomb t e s t s ,  
t h e  C h i n e s e  would d e v i s e  a way of d o i n g  away 
w i t h  S u k a r n o ' s  army,  S u k a r n o ' s  l i n e  was 
c l e a r l y  C h i n e s e  i n s o f a r  as f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  was 
c o n c e r n e d ,  b u t  i t  was a l s o  c l e a r l y  C h i n e s e  
i n so fa r  as h i s  a t t i t u d e  to r e v o l u t i o n  was 
c o n c e r n e d ,  wh ich  was a 'Putsch' i d e o l o g y .  

The C h i n e s e ,  i n  p r i v a t e .  have  a l so  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  be l ieve  Sukarno knew and  approved  of t h e  p l a n n i n g  
f o r  t h e  coup.  A t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  h a t e  s a i d  t h i s  t o  v i s i t i n g  
Communists from Europe.  I n  p i l b l i c ,  t h e y  have  not  g o n e  
so f a r  as t h e  A l b a n i a n s ,  who &re u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  
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s p e a k  for  t h e  C h i n e s e  on ma t t e r s  of c o n t r o v e r s y  be tween  
t h e  USSR and  C h i n a .  A l e n g t h y  Zeri I P o p u l l i t  a r t i c l e  
of 1 2  May 1966, a n a l y z i n g  t h e  f a i l i n g s  of t h e  PKI, warned  
t h a t  t h e , P K I ' s  error l a v  i n  p u t t i n g  " t o o  much f a i t h  i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h  of S u k a r n o  ... whose  a u t h o r i t y  and  
prest ige d i d  n o t  Lie o n  a n y  s o l i d  base." The  i m p l i c a t i o n  
was t h a t  S u k a r n o  had m i s l e d  t h e  PKI o n  t h e  c o u p .  E x i l e d  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  PKI now L i v i n g  i n  C h i n a ,  s u c h  as A d j i t o r o p .  
h a v e  made a s i m i l a r  c h a r g e .  I n  a 3 November 1966 s p e e c h  
t o  t h e  A l b a n i a n  p a r t y  c o n g r e s s .  A d j i t o r o p  r e v i e w e d  h i s  
p a r t y ' s  p a s t  m i s t a k e s  and  s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  l e s s o n s  t h a t  
had b e e n  l e a r n e d  from t h e  " t e m p o r a r y  s e t b a c k  t o  t h e  

- r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement." The PKI's f u n d a m e n t a l  error ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  A d j i t o r o p ,  was  t h a t  i t  a l l o w e d  " t h e  pro- 
l e t a r i a t  ( t h e  PKI) t o  assume a p o s i t i o n  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  (Suka rno) . "  A g a i n ,  t h e  c r i t i -  
cism was made i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  c o u p .  

- - --. 

If w e  a r e  t o  a d m i t  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h e  o p i n i o n  of 
o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  i n  a m u c h  be t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  know t h e  
f u l l  s t o r y  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p ,  w e  m u s t  c e r t a i n f p  
s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and  other  i n f o r m e d  
o p i n i o n  i n  I n d o n e s i a  t o d a y .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  m o s t  r e l i -  
a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  many of t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and  
gove rnmen t  o f f i c i a l s  i n  I n d o n e s i a  have  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  
own p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n ,  i n  p r i v a t e - - w h i c h  t h e y  w o i ~ l d  n e v e r  
a d m i t  i n  p u b l i c - - t h a t  S u k a r n o  was b e h i n d  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  
hlovement from t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  Some a t t r i b u t e  + h e  p l a n n i r ' z  
of t h e  c o u p  t o  S u k a r n o ;  o thers  acknowledge  t h a t  h e  a t  
l e a s t  knew and  a p p r o v e d  of t h e  coup p l a n n i n g .  Y a s u t i o n  
and  S u h a r t o  have  s a i d  t h i s  i n  p r i v a t e .  So h a v e  many. many 
o t h e r s .  About a s  f a r  a s  a n  I n d o n e s i a n  w i l l  go i n  d i s c u s -  
s i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  a f o r e i g n e r  is i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  be tween a h i g h  I n d o n e s j a n  m i l i t a r y  
o f f i c i a l  and  a n  American r e p o r t e r  i n  e a r l y  1966. The 
I n d o n e s i a n  o f f i c i a l  I s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a s k e d :  "Do vou 
t h i n k  Dan i  would have  r i s k e d  h i s  career i f  a c e r t a i n  
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v e r y  h i g h - l e v e l  p e r s o n  had n o t  been aware of t h e  coup?" 
The American r e p l i e d :  "No. I imag ine  S u b a n d r i o  knew." 
The I n d o n e s i a n  s a i d :  "NO. Not S u b a n d r i o .  Someone much 
h i g h e r .  D o  you t h i n k  D a n 1  would have  done  i t  i f  o n l y  
S u b a n d r i o  knew?" The I n d o n e s i a n  was o b v i o u s l y  i m p l y i n g  
t h a t  S u k a r n o  must  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e  coup  h i s  b l e s s i n g  or 
D a n i w o u l d  n e v e r  have  become i a v o l v e d  i n  It .  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  government  I s  now con-  
s i d e r i n g  b r i n g i n g  S u k a r n o  t o  t r i a l .  The Army m u s t  feel  
t h a t  it h a s  d e f i n i t e  p r o o f  of S u k a r n o ' s  I n v o l v e m e n t  i n  
t h e  coup--not  j u s t  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  on  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  
and  a f t e r w a r d s ,  b u t  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of 
- t h e  coup-- to  c o n t e m p l a t e  s u c h  a move. I n  October 1968, 
S u k a r n o  was moved from Bogor ,  where  h e - h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  
v i r t u a l  h o u s e  a r r e s t ,  . t o  D j a k a r t a  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by 
t h e  Army. S u h a r t o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  o r d e r e d  an exhaus -  
t i v e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of S u k a r n o ,  p r i o r  t o  b r i n g i n g  him t o  
t r i a l  i n  mid-1969. 

No d o u b t ,  t h e  Army h a s  a l o t  more e v i d e n c e  of 
S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e a e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p  t h a n  i t  h a s  a d m i t t e d .  
A s  f a r  a s  w e  know, t h e  o n l y  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e  t o  l i n k  
S u k a r n o  w i t h  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  coup  c o n s i s t s  of (1) a 
secret  m e e t i n g  w i t h  D a n i  o n  29 S e p t e m b e r ,  e i g h t  d a y s  
a f t e r  Dani  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  on  t h e  secret m i s -  
s i o n  he  made t o  Communist Ch ina  f rom 16-19 Sep tember  on  
S u k a r n o ' s  d i r e c t  o r d e r s ,  (2 )  s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  A i d i t  
t h e  l a s t  week i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  and  (3) a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
B r i g .  Gen. Sugandh i  on 30 Sep tember .  

I t  w i l l  be remembered t h a t  Dan1 was  i n  C h i n a  for 
t h r e e  d a y s  i n  mid-September  on  a secret  m i s s i o n  t h a t  o n l y  
S u k a r n o ,  A i d i t ,  and  S u b a n d r i o  knew a b o u t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
A l though  h e  c o u l d  have  gone  t o  China  f o r  a number of 
r easons - - such  as t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  s h i p m e n t  of C h i n e s e  

- 2 5 6 -  



arms t o  I n d o n e s i a  or t h e  o u r c h a s e  of a i r p l a n e s  for t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  A i r  F o r c e  or t h e  e x c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  
t h e  atomic e n e r g y  f i e l d  ( a l l  of which  were r e p o r t e d  t o  
have  b e e n  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  two governmen t s ) - -he  
may well have  gone i n  c o n n e c t i o n  with t h e  coup. W e  

. s i m p l y  do n o t  know t h e  r e a l  p u r p o s e  of D a n i ' s  t r i p  t o  
Ch ina .  I n  a n y  case. h e  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  
t r i p ,  f irst ,  t o  S u b a n d r i o  a n d ,  t h e n .  t o  S u k a r n o  o n  2 1  
S e p t e m b e r .  E i g h t  d a y s  l a t e r ,  on t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 
S e p t e m b e r ,  h e  m e t  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e a t  a q a i n .  i n  p r i v a t e .  
The  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t n e i r  m e e t i n g  l e a v e  n o  doubt  t h a t  
it w a s  a m a t t e r  of g r e a t  u r g e n c y  and  secrecy. S u k a r n o  

- is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  r e c e i v e d  Dan i  i n  h i s  bedroom i n  t h e  
p a l a c e  i n  D j a k a r t a  a r o u n d  0900 h o u r s ,  ahead of s e v e r a l  
o ther  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  who had s c h e d u l e d  a p p o i n t m e n t s  
w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  . t h a t  morn ing  and were w a i t i n p  t o  sqe 
h i m .  D a n i  had . j u s t  come from a m e e t i n p  w i t h  G e n e r a l  
S u p a r d j o ,  who had a m i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a  f rom West 3 o r n o o  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  a f t e r n o o n .  S u p a r d j o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  n a v e  
g i v e n  D a n i  "news from Siam,"  w i t h  whom S u p a r d j o  nad b e e n  
i n  c o n t a c t  a l m o s t  a s  s o o n  a s  he  a r r i v e d  i n  D j a k a r t a .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  D a n i ,  t h e  "news" c o n c e r n e d  "a  ~ ~ O U D  w i t h i r l  
t h e  army w h a c h  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Armv l e a d e r s h i p  
and  w h i c h  i n t e n d e d  t o  make some c h a n g e s . "  S u k a r n a  is 
r epor t ed  t o  have  a s k e d  Dan1 t o  meet w i t h  h i m  a g a i n  a t  t h c  
p a l a c e  i n  Bogor ( w h e r e  S u k a r n o  n o r m a l l y  s p e n t  nis week-  
e n d s )  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Sunday ,  October 3 r d ,  a t  1003 h o a r s .  
H e  was t o  b r i n g  Gen. S u p a r d j o  w i t h  h i m .  After t h i s  b r i e f  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  Dani  r e p o r t e d l y  h u r r i e d  from t h e  
p a l a c e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Gen. S u p a r d j o  o n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  I t  was  D a n i ' s  second m e e t i n g  w i t h  
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S u p a r d j o  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  T h e  n e x t  t i m e  h e  w a s  t o  see 
S u p a r d j o  was a t  H a l i m  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 1 O c t o b e r . *  

As m e n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r ,  D a n i ' s  meeting w i t h  S u k a r n o  
o n  t h e  morning of 29 S e p t e m b e r  is a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  meet- 
i n g  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p .  I t  would t e l l  us a l o t  
a b o u t  t h e  c o u p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  a n d  D a n i ' s  
r o l e  i n  i t ,  i f  w e  knew e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  two men t a l k e d  
a b o u t  when t h e y  m e t  together  p r i v a t e l y  i n  t h e  pa lace  t h a t  
m o r n i n g .  I t  is p r o b a b l y  o n e  of t h o s e  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  coup t h a t  w e  w i l l  n e v e r  know f o r  s u r e ,  however .  
I t  c a n  o n l y  be presumed t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  was c o n c e r n e d  

- w i t h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  t i m i n g  of i t ,  
o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 S e p t e m b e r ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  D a n i  was 
a c t u a l l y  i n f o r m i n g  S u k a r n o  of t h e  exac t  d a t e  t h a t  had  
b e e n  s e t  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  The  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p  
o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 S e p t e m b e r  had  j u s t  b e e n  made t h e  
n i g h t  before ( o n  t h e  2 8 t h ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  D a n i ,  he  t o l d  
t h e  b e s i d e n t  " t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  a rmy 
w h i c h  w a s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p  w h i c h  
i n t e n d e d  t o  make some c t i a n g e s . "  The t h i n g  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  w a i t i n g  t o  bear - -and  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  D a n i  
p r o b a b l y  t o l d  him-was when " t h e  g r o u p  w i t h i n  t h e  a r m y  
. t h a t  w a s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  army l e a d e r s h i p  i n t e n d e d  
t o  make some c h a n g e s . "  

One t h i n g  t h a t  is clear  t h a t  S u k a r n o  l e a r n e d  from 
t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  D a n i  was t h a t  S u p a r d j o  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  
D j a k a r t a  from West Borneo--which was  a secret from t h e  
Army. I n  h i s  s p e e c h  of 12 F e b r u a r y  1967 i n d i c t i n g  S u k a r n o  
$or  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  G e n e r a l  N a s u t i o n  made q u i t e  a 
point .>f t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was o n e  of t h e  few p e o p l e  
w h o  knew t h a t  S u p a r d j o  was i n  D j a k a r t a .  I n  t h e  A r m y ' s  
e y e s ,  S u k a r n o  was d e f i n i t e l y  g u i l t y  of c o n s p i r i n g  to  k e e p  
t h i s  a secre t  from t h e  Army. S u k a r n o  m u s t  h a v e  known 
t h a t  S u p a r d j o  was away from h i s  command i n  West B o r n e o  

* I r  w i l l  be remembered  t h a t  S u p a r d j o  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  
a b s o l u t e l y  n o  reason  t o  r e p o r t  t o  D a n i  a s  M i n i s t e r / C o m -  
mander  of t h e  A i r  Force, e x c e p t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
c o u p .  A s  a g i n e r a l  i n  t h e  Army, h e  w o u l d  h a v e  r e p o r t e d  
t o  Yani  or S u h a r t o  or some o t h e r  commanding o f f icer  i n  
t h e  Army. 
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w i t h o u t  t h e  knowledge  or p e r m i s s i o n  of h i s  s u p e r i o r s  i n  
t h e  Army. I t  seems almost u n b e l i e v a b l e  t h a t  ne s h o u l d  
n o t  have  Known t h e  r ea l  r e a s o n  for S u p a r d j o ' s  b e i n g  i n  
D j a k a r t a .  C e r t a i n l y ,  he  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  have  expressea 
t h e  l e a s t  s u r p r i s e  when D a n i  t o l d  him of s e e i n g  S u p a r d j o  
t h a t  mcrn ing .  H e  e v e n  made p l a n s  t o  r e c e i v e  S u p a r d j o  a t  
t h e  p i l a c e  on  3 O c t o b e r .  O b v i o u s l y .  he e x p e c t e d  Supi.a;o 
EO b e  i n  D j a k a r t a  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  S 
O c t o b e r .  As i t  is h i g h l y  u n l i k c l y  t h a t  S u p a r a j o  c o u l d  
have  come t o  t h e  p a l a c e  i n  Bo-,or w i t : . o u t  b e i n g  n o t i c e d ,  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  made p l z %  to r e c e i v e  nini l h e r e  u:: 
3 October would seem t o  i n d i c t i t ,  t h a t  h e  e x p e c t e d  S u p a r d j 9 ' s  
p r e s e n c e  i r i  i i j aka r t a  t o  beconbr: kiiown by t h e n .  T h i s  sug -  
gests t h a t  h e - e x p e c t e d  t h e  CCN!II  t o . b e  a - f a i t  a c c o m p l i  b y  
t h e n .  H e  c o u l d  h a r d l y  have  known t h i s  i f  Dan1 had no t  
toad h i m .  After  a l l ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  on D-Day had o n l y  b e e n  
made t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  b y  A i d i t  h i m s e l f  a p p a r e n t l y ;  
SuKarno c o u l d  n o t  have  l e a r n e d  of i t  much i n  a d v a r c e  of 
h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  Dan i .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  D a n i  u s t  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  o n e  t o  communica te  A i d i t ' s  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  t i m -  
i n g  of t n e  c o u p  t o  t h e  ? r e s i d e n t .  I n  s n o r t ,  D a n i ' s  meet- 
i n g  w i t h  Suka rno  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  of 23 S e p t e m b e r  is sLroiI;5. 
t h o u g h  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ,  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  nad fore-  
knowledge  of t h e  c o u p ,  t h a t  h e  had v e r y  p r e c i s t  kirOWi%dge. 
i n  f a c t ,  of  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was p l a n n e c  for. 

T h e r e  were o t h e r  w a y s ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h a l  A i d i t  arid 
Sjam c o u l d  have  communica ted  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  t i m i n g  
of t h e  c o u p  t o  S u k a r n o ,  a l t h o u g h  Dan i  d o e s  seem i o f h a v e  
been  t h e  o b v i o u s  c h o i c e  of a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y .  Of a l l  t h e  
p e o p l e  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  was % h e  o n l y  
o n e  h i g h  enough  i n  r a n k  t o  have  r e a d y  access t o  t h e  Presi-  
d e n t  who was  n o t  o p e n l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  PKI. Ttt 
f a c t  of h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u k a r n o  would n o t  s e m  it t h e  
l e a s t  u n u s u a l ;  t h e r e  would be no  r e a s o n  t o  a t t a c h  a n y  
p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  i t .  Furthermore,  there would 
b e  n o  r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  PKI i n v o l v e m e n t  on  t h e  p a r t  of 
Dani .  I t  would have  been o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  S u k a r n o  
t o  have  had a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  who 
were t o  l e a d  t h e  movement, s u c h  a s  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o  or 
Untung,  a s  t h i s  would  have  compromised the P r e s i d e n t  com- 
p l e t e l y .  The  same argbrnent  would a p p l y  t o  Sjam a n d  Pono ,  
t h e  deep-cove r  PKI a g e n t s  who were on  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command 
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of t h e  coup .  T h a t  l e a v e s  A i d i t .  U n q u e s t i o n a b l y ,  there 
would have  b e e n  p l e n t y  of o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  A i d i t  t o  h a v e  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c o u p  w i t h  Suka rno ;  t h e y  saw e a c h  o t h e r  re- 
g u l a r l y .  D u r i n g  t h a t  l a s t  week i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e y  were 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have  been  t o g e t h e r  on  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s .  
Even o n  t h o s e  o c c a s i o n s  when o t h e r  p e o p l e  were p r e s e n t ,  
there was u s u a l l y  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a -  
t i o n .  The l a s t  time t h a t  A i d i t  saw S u k a r n o  before t h e  
c o u p  (which was t o  p r o v e  t o  be t h e  l a s t  t i n e  t h a t  t h e  
two men saw e a c h  o t h e r  before A i d i t ' s  d e a t h )  was on t h e  
e v e n i n g  of 29 Sep tember  when t h e y  both a d d r e s s e d  a meet- 
i n g  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  of u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  

- ( t h e  CGMI) a t  t h e  S p o r t s  S t ad ium i n  D j a k a r t a .  A i d i t  w a s  
n o t  s c h e d u l e d  t o  s p e a k ,  b u t  S u k a r n o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  
c losed h i s  s p e e c h  w i t h  t h e  words  "Now.we  mus t  h e a r  from 
A i d i t  .*' I n  a'nshbx-t ex temporaneous  s p e e c h ,  t h e  PKI cha i r -  
man e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " t h e  PKI had become g rea t ,  p r e c i s e l y  
b e c a u s e  i t  d a r e d  t o  act ." We w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  know 
w h e t h e r  A i d i t  and  S u k a r n o  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for a n y  
p r i v a t e  communica t ion  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  

One t h i n g  happened d u r i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  s p e e c h  t h a t  
Even ing  t h a t  s h o u l d  be m e n t i o n e d ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  
a T t e n r i o n  i t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  coup .  
After h e  had b e e n  s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  f i v e  m i n u t e s ,  S u k a r n o  
q a i t e  a b r u p t l y  l e f t  t h e  s t a g e  and d i s a p p e a r e d  from s i g h t .  
Some o b s e r v e r s  s a y  he  seemed t o  f a l t e r ,  After a p e r i o d  
of time--and t h e r e  is d i s a g r e e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  l e n g t h  of 
t i m e ,  w i t h  estimqtes r a n g i n g  from 5 m i n u t e s  t o  a n  hour-- 
h e  r e a p p e a r e d  and  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g i v e  a normal  r o u s i n g  
Sdka rno  s p e e c h .  I t  was s p e c u l a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  h e  
had  gone  i n t o  a p r i v a t e  room t o  get a n  i n j e c t i o n  or o t h e r  
m e d i c i n e  from h i s  accompanying d o c t o r ;  b u t  t h e r e  is n o t h -  
i n g  to s u b s t a n t i a t e  s u c h  s p e c u l a t i o n .  The o n l y  r e p o r t  
w e  have  from someone who c la ims  t o  have  s e e n  S u k a r n o  
d u r i n g  t h e  t i r e  t h a t  he d i s a p p e a r e d  from p u b l i c  view 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  w a s  s e e n  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers .  

is t h a t  i t  was a p r e m a t u r e  move o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Com- 
m u n i s t s  t h a t  w a s  t r iggered Py t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  f a l t e r i n g  
d u r i n g  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  CGMI C o n g r e s s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  
t h e o r y ,  word of S u k a r n o ' s  " c o l l a p s e "  a t  t h e  Sports S t a d i u m  

One of t h e  most p e r s i s t e n t  t h e o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  
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was f l a s h e d  t o  t h e  Communis t s .  who, a c t i n g  o n  t h e  m i s t a k e n  
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  d v i n g .  made a h a s t y  d e c i s i o n  t o  
seize c o n t r o l .  f e a r j n e  otherwise t h a t  t h e  a r m y  w o u l d  move 
a g a i n s t  t h e  PKI a s  s o o n  a s  S u k a r n o  d i e d .  I n  s u p p o r t  of 
t h i s  t h e o r y ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  A i d i t  w a s  s e e n  l e a v i n g  
t h e  Spor t s  S t a d i u m  e a r l y .  almost a s  s o o n  as  h e  f i n i s h e d  
h i s  s p e e c h ,  p r e s u m a b l v .  o n  h i s  way t o  brief t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
o n  t h e  e v e n i n g ' s  h a p p e n i n g .  

I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  l a t e r  e v i d e n c e :  t h i s  t h e o r y  s i m p l y  
d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  up.  Fy t h e  e v e n i n g  of 29 SeDtember, t h e  
c o u p  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  much too  f a r  a d v a n c e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
t r j g g e r e d  by a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  t h e n .  T h e r e  is g o o d  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p  h a d  b e e n  
t a k e n  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  e a r l i e r .  I t  is u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  would  h a v e  moved o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  
S u k a r n o  was  d y i n g ,  anyway.  A c t i n g  too  s o o n  o n  t h e  belief 
t h a t  S u k a r n o  was n o t  g o i n c  t o  l a s t  l o n g  h a d  b e e n  f a t a l  
t o  many a n o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  T h e  Com- 
m u n i s t s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  l i k e l y  t o  move u n t i l  t h e v  knew 
f o r  scire t h a t  t h e  P r e s j d c n t  was i n  ex t remis .  - -  

S i n c e  S u k a r n o  has n o t  d i e d  a n d  there  a r e  n o  s i g n s  
t h a t  h e  s u f f e r e d  a c o l l a p s e  ( o t h e r  t h a n  a p o l i t i c a l  one) 
i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p o s t c o u p  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  
n o t h i n g  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  h e  s u f f e r e d  
a c o l l a p s e  a t  t h e  CGIII C o n g r e s s  o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 29 S e p t e m b e r .  
What is q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  is t h a t  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  nff t h e  stabce. 
e i t h e r  t o  be g i v e n  some m e s s a g e  o r  t o  be a s k e d  for i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ,  p o s s i b l y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  c o m i n b  
d a y .  We h a v e  no  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  who t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  o f f i c e r s  h e  was  s e e n  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n .  

s t a g e d  t h e  w h o l e  i n c i d e n t  t o  make i t  look a s  t h o u g h  h e  
h a d  s u d d e n l y  b e e n  t a k e n  s i c k .  We know t h a t  o n . t h e  n i g h t  
of 29 S e p t e m b e r ,  S j a m  a n d  P o n o  were m e e t i n g  w i t h  U n t u n g  
a n d  t h e  o ther  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p .  I t  had  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  d e c i d e d  by A i d i t  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  b e g i n  t h e  f o l -  
l o w i n g  e v e n i n g ,  t h o u g h  a s  y e t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  h a d  n o t  been 
c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  S u p a r d j o  h a d  b e e n  

T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  m u s t  a l s o  be c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  ' S u k a r n o  
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summoned t o  D j a k a r t a  from West Borneo ;  e v e r y t h i n g  was i n  
r e a d i n e s s - - a s  f a r  a s  t h e  PKI was c o n c e r n e d .  B u t  n o t  a s  
f a r  a s  Untung a n d  L a t i e f  were c o n c e r n e d .  T h e y  were n o t  
p r e p a r e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  g o i n g  on w i t h  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  
u n t i l  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  C a v a l r y  was d e f i n i t e l y  s e t t l e d .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Sjam and  Pono u n d o u b t e d l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

t o  l e t  t h i s ,  or a n y  o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  s t a n d  i n  t h e  way of t h e  
c o u p ,  however ,  w h i c h  A i d i t  had o r d e r e d  t o  b e g i n  t h e  fo l -  
l o w i n g  n i g h t .  They  would n a t u r a l l y  l o o k  for some new 
c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  f o r  
g o i n g  o n  w i t h  t h e  oup .  I t  may w e l l  have  o c c u r r e d  t o  

. them t h a t  i f  Sukar t io  were s u d d e n l y  t o  b e  t a k e n  s i c k  a g a i n ,  

-- t h e r e  would be no a rmored  s u p p o r t .  They  were n o t  p r e p a r e d  

, t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  t h i s  as a p r e t e x t  f o r  moving  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Army, before i t  c o u l d  m o v e - a g a i n s t  t h e  PKI. 

w e l l  have  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  PKI i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  os- 
t e n s i b l e  e x c u s e  f o r  t h e  PKI t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e  Army. 
S i n c e  S jam's  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  was l a t e r  
i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  t h a n  S u k a r n o ' s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  CGMI Con- 
g ress ,  S jam c o u l d  e a s i l y  have  b r o u g h t  t h e  news of S u k a r n o ' s  
f a l t e r i n g  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of h i s  s p e e c h  EO t h e  m i l i t a r y  
o f f i ce r s .  I t  would  have  had  a d r a m a t i c  e f f ec t  o n  Untung 
and L a t i e f  and  t h e  o t h e r s .  

- --- A s s u m i n g  t h a t  S u k a r n o  .knew of t h e  coup p l a n s ,  he. m i g h t  

The  n e x t  d a y ,  30 S e p t e m b e r ,  S u k a r n o  had a c o n v e r -  
s a t i o n  w i t h  B r i g .  Gen. Sugandh i  w h i c h ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is w e l l  
documen ted ,  is o n e  of t h e  most c o n v i n c i n g  p i e c e s  o f  e v i d -  
ence t h a t  (1) S u k a r n o  knew i n  a d v a n c e  t h a t  a PKI c o u p  
woiild t a k e  p l a c e ,  (2) t h a t  h e  was g i v e n  some u n d e r s t a n d -  
i n g  of wha t  t h e  c o u p  i n v o l v e d ,  and (3) t h a t  he  a g r e e d  
t o  t h e  p l a n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e  Sugandh i -Suka rno  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  know 
s o m e t h i n g  o f  its b a c k g r o u n d ,  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of t w o  e a r l i e r  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  of Gen. Sugandh i  on  27 S e p t e m b e r ,  o n e  w i t h  
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PKI Po l i tbu ro  member Sudisman and  t h e  other  w i t h  PKI C h a i r -  
man A i d i t .  

On 27 Sep tember ,  S u g a n d n i  had  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  con-  
versat ion w i t h  Sudisman:  

S u g a n d h i  : 

Sudisman : 

S u g a n d h i :  

Sudisman : 

S u g a n d h i  : 

Sudisman : 

Man ( a b b r e v i a t i o n  for S u d i s m a n ) ,  
wha t  is going o n  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  and  d i g g i n g  of w e l l s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

Why d o n ' t  you j u s t  j o i n  u s ?  

T h a t  is imposs ib l e : ,  Man. I 
c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  j o i n  t h e  P K I ,  
because I am a r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n .  

If you d o  n o t  wan t  t o ,  i t  is 
b e c a u s e  you have  b e e n  l i s t e n i n g  
too  much t o  N a s u t i o n .  

No, i t  is n o t  a matter of l i s t e n -  
i n g  too much t o  him,  i t  is a matter 
of i d e o l o g y .  If  you c o n t i n u e  
w i t h  y o u r  p l a n ,  you w i l l  be c r u s h e d  
a n d  d e s t r o y e d .  

N o ,  t h a t  is i m p o s s i b l e .  We w i l l  
have  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  Whoever 
b e g i n s  a n d  s t r i k e s  t h e  first blow 
w i l l  win .  Have t r u s t  i n  u s .  We 
have  made t h o r o u g h  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  o n  t h e  same d a y ,  S u g a n d h i  had  
t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  A i d i t :  

A i d i t :  Have you t a l k e d  w i t h  Sudisman.  
We w i l l  s t a r t  i n  a s h o r t  time, 
i n  two or t h r e e  d a y s .  Bung 
Karno [ S u k a r n o ]  knows a l l  t h i s .  
I t  would  be be t te r  f o r  you i f  
you j o i n  u s .  
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Sugandh i :  Sudisman a l r e a d y  t a l k e d  t o  m e ,  
b u t  I do n o t  wan t  t o  j o i n  t h e  
PKI. The PKI w a n t s  t o  s t a g e  a 
coup.  I have  my own d o c t r i n e ,  
t h e  S o l d i e r ' s  Oa th .  

A i d i t :  Bung, d o  n o t  say ' c o u p . '  T h a t  
is a n  e v i l  word. The PKI is 
going t o  improve  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
w h i c h  is b e i n g  s u b v e r t e d  by t h e  
c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s .  We w i l l  
s t a r t  w i t h i n  two t o  three days. 
Will you j o i n  u s  or n o t ?  I have  
a l r e a d y  i n f o r m e d  Bung Karno  a b o u t  
a l l  t h i s .  

' T h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  on  30 S e p t e m b e r ,  S u g a n d h i  is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have  had t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  bedroom i n  t h e  p a l a c e .  

S u g a n d h i :  The PKI is g o i n g  t o  s tage a coup.  
Do you know a b o u t  t h i s ?  I have  
been  c o n t a c t e d  b y  Sudisman a n d  
A i d i t  t h e m s e l v e s .  

S u k a r n o :  D o n ' t  be  a communist-phobe.  D o n ' t  
you know a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 
t h e  c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a l s ?  D o n ' t  you 
know t h a t  t h e s e  g e n e r a l s  are  hope- 
less? Be c a r e f u l  when you t a l k .  

S u g a n d h i :  If t h e r e  are h o p e l e s s  g e n e r a l s ,  
why d o n ' t  you j u s t  d i s m i s s  them? 
I s n ' t  t h a t  your  a u t h o r i t y ?  T h e r e  
is no  c o u n c i l  of g e n e r a 3 .  T h e r e  
is a Rank and  Pos t  Review C o u n c i l .  
I t  is a n  e v a l u a t i o n  c o u n c i l  t o  
assist t h e  army min i s t e r / commander  
t o  e v a l u a t e  c o l o n e l s  who a r e  to be 
promoted  to  g e n e r a l s ,  and  n o t  for 

. a n y  o t h e r  p u r p o s e .  
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S u k a r n o :  D o n ' t  you i n t e r ' f e r e .  S h u t  u p .  
You must h a v e  b e e n  l i s t e n i n g  too 
much t o  N a s u t i o n .  

S u g a n d h i :  I t  is t r u e ,  Bapak.  T h e r e  is n o  
c o u n c i l  of generals .  Pak Yan i  s a i d  
so h i m s e l f  and d e c l a r e d  t o  Bapak 
t h a t  t h e r e  was  n o  C o u n c i l  of 
G e n e r a l s .  I s n ' t  Yan i  a man who 
is l o y a l  t o  you ,  somebody w h o  may 
be c a l l e d  y o u r  r i g h t  hand? . 

D o n ' t  you know t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
Thomas T o n l y  i n  a r e v o l u t i o n  a 
f a t h e r  c a n  e a t  h i s  own c h i l d r e n ?  
Don ' t you know? 

S u k a r n o :  D o n ' t  t a l k  t o o  much. D o n ' t  medd le .  

S u g a n d h i :  If t h a t  is t h e  case ,  you mus t  h a v e  
j o i n e d  t h e  PKI. 

S u k a r n o :  S h u t  up, or I w i l l  s l a p  you t i l l  
you f a i n t .  Go home, a n d  be c a r e f u l .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of Gen. S u g a n d h i ' s  r e p o r t e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
w i t h  Sud i sman ,  A i d i t ,  and  S u k a r n o ,  N a s u t i o n  s t a t e d  un- 
e q u i v o c a b l y ,  i n  p u b l i c ,  on 13 F e b r u a r y  1967 t h a t  " t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  g a v e  t h e  c o u p  h i s  b l e s s i n g  and  a s s i s t a n c e . ' '  H e  
c i t e d  a 19 J a n u a r y  1967  c e n t r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team r epor t  
s t r e s s i n g  " t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  and  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  Sukarno- 
S u g a n d h i  c o n v e r s a t i o n  of 30 Sep tember  a s  p r o o f  of t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  a d v a n c e  knowledge  and  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  30 
September a f f a i r  . " 
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Conclusions 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p ,  as i t  was c a r r i e d  
o u t ,  was i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  PKI, 
o t h e r  p e o p l e  b e s i d e s  t h e  Communists  were i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
p l o t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  t o p  Army h e a d e r s h i p .  The  e v i d e n c e  
i n  t h e  case of a l l  b u t  o n e  or  two of t h e  people i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  c o u p  is s u f f i c j e n t l y  c l e a r - c u t  t o  j u s t i f y  a r a t h e r  
d e f i n i t e  j u d g m e n t  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  roles  i n  t h e  c o u p .  
The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  
t h a t  r e m a i n s  o p e n  t o  some d o u b t  on  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  is a v a i l a b l e  is t h e  q u e s t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  

- r o l e  i n  t h e  coup .  Our j u d g m e n t  of h i s  r o l e  a n d  t h a t  of 
S u b a n d r i o  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e m a i n  somewhat  t e n t a t i v e ,  
u n t i l  t h e r e  is m D r e  e v i d e n c e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

The  PKI -- The c e n t r a l  r o l e  of t h e  PKI i n  p l a n n i n g  
t h e  c o u p  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The  e v i d e n c e  is o v e r -  
whelming  t h a t  t h e  PKI made a l l  t h e  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n s ,  i n -  
c t u d i n g  w h o  would l e a d  t h e  movement,  w h a t  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  
would  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i a n ,  when t h e  c o u p  would  
take p l a c e ,  how t h e  p o l i t i c a l  campa ign  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
c o u p  would b e  managed ,  and  wtiat c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  gove rnmen t  
would be made a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  co i 'p .  A i d i t  h i m s e l f  
made t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s ,  s u c h  as when t h e  coup 
would  t a k e  p l a c e  and  who would b e  on  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
C o u n c i l ,  w h i c h  was i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  D w i k o r a  C a b i n e t .  
S j am,  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  PKI S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ,  t o  whom A i d i t  
e n t r u s t e d  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p l a r . n i n g  f o r  t h e  coup, seems t o  
have  made most of t h e  o t h e r  d e c i s i o n s ,  sub jec t ,  of c o u r s e ,  
t o  A i d i t ' s  a p p r o v a l .  

After s e c u r i n g  P o l i t b u r o  approval  fo r  t h e  PKI t o  
b e g i n  making  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a coup i n  l a t e  Augus t  1965, 
A i d i t  t u r n e d  t h e  who le  mat te r  of the p l a n n i n g  a n d  e x e c u -  
t i o n  of the coup over to t h e  Special  B u r e a u ,  t h e  secret  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  PKI t h a t  h a d  b e e n  ' e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
l a t e  1964 t o  d i r e c t  PKI c o v e r t  a c t i v i t i e s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  
o n l y  a very f e w  people i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  even knew of t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u ;  i t  is n o t  a t  a l l  c l ea r  
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w h e t h e r  anyone  b e s i d e s  A i d i t  ki i ew t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  man 
who h e a d e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  H e  had been  one  o f  A i d i t ' s  
closest  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s  b e f o r e  A i d i t  p e r s u a d e d  him t o  
j o i n  t h e  PKI i n  1948.  A i d i t  p r o b a b l y  t r u s t e d  Sjam a s  much 
o r  more t h a n  any  o t h e r  PKI l e a d e r .  T h e r e  i s  no  d o u b t  
t h a t  S j am ' s  l o y a l t i e s  were, f i r s t  and  foremost ,  t o  A i d i t .  
I n  t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau ,  w i t h  Sjam a s  its c h i e f ,  A i d i t  h a d ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  h i s  own s p e c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  f o r  
h a n d l i n g  " s e n s i t i v e  m a t t e r s .  " Comple te ly  free o f  t h e  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee and  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  t h e  
Bureau  o p e r a t e d  a s  a c o m p l e t e l y  au tonomous  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  PKI,  a n s w e r a b l e  o n l y  t o  A i d i t .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S j a m ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau  was "cha rged  
w i t h  t h e  t a s k  o f  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e , "  wh ich  was 
n o t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  PKI a t  t h e  time. A s  l o n g  
a s  t h i n g s  were g o i n g  w e l l  f o r  t h e  P K I  u n d e r  S u k a r n o ' s  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  A i d i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c y  f o r ,  t h e  
PKI sad m e  cf s t r o n g  c.pg;-': i ~ t  Sti2ir:;cJ ?be: i . t n u n c i a -  
t i o n  of  f o r c e  a s  t h e  way t o  g a i n  power i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  and 
t h e  espousa l  of t h e  p e a c e f u l ,  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r o a d  t o  " s o c i a l -  
i s m . "  Y e t ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  r u l e  o u t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  P K I ' s  hav ing  t o  resor t  t o  armed f o r c e  
some t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i f  t h i n g s  s u d d e n l y  changed  f o r  
t h e  worse,  h e  seems t o  have  been c o n c e r n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  
some k i n d  o f  c o v e r t  a p p a r a t u s ,  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  o v e r t  
a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  which c o u l d  be a s s i g n e d  t h e  t a s k  
o f  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e ,  s h o u l d  t h a t  e v e r  become 
n e c e s s a r y .  Because  of  t h e  r i s k s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a r m i n g  and 
t r a i n i n g  PKI p a r t y  members--which, i f  i t  became known, 
would have  v i t i a t e d  A i d i t ' s  whole  e f f o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  
t o  create j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  image o f  t h e  P K I  a s  a p a r t y  
t h a t '  o p e r a t e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  l e g a l  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y - - A i d i t  p r e f e r r e d  a p o l i c y  of PKI i n f i l t r a -  
t i o n  and  s u b v e r s i o n  of  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  a rmed forces. 
R a t h e r  t h a n  t r a i n  and  arm a PKI armed fo rce ,  p r e t t y  nuch 
f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  would c o n c e n t r a t e  
i ts e f f o r t s  on s u b v e r t i n g  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y .  

The e x t e n t  of PKI p e n e t r a t i o n  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  ? Y ~ Z  
. . c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  by t h e  a r n y  l e a d e r s h i p  b e f o r ?  

t h e  coup:  i t  c l ea r ly  c a m  ;la a s u r p r i s e  a n d  a s h o c k  tc 
Nasutim z?d Si:fra:*tc? and t h e  o t h e r  army g e n e r z l s  a f t r :  
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t h e  coup  when t h e y  l e a r n e d  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  
PKI and  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  from t h e  c o n f e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup.  The e x t e n t  of 
t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  was s h o c k i n g l y  e v i d e n t  i n  one  f a c t  t h a t  

a g e n t  i n  p r e t e n d i n g  t o  be a n  i n f o r m e r  f o r  t h e  D j a k a r t a  
M i l i t a r y  Command. By t h e  t i m e  of t h e  coup,  t h e  S p e c i a l  
Bureau had e s t a b l i s h e d  a p a t t e r n  of r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  p e r h a p s  a hundred  o r  more m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  who, 
because t h e y  were w e l l  placed i n  p o s i t i o n s  of command 
o v e r  a much l a r g e r  number o f  t roops ,  p u t  t h e  PKI i n  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of b e i n g  ab le  t o  command a s i z e a b l e  m i l i t a r y  

- fo rce .  Al though  i t  could  n o t  have  hoped t o  w i t h s t a n d  a n  
a l l - o u t  a t t a c k  from t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  PKI was i n  a posi-  
t i o n  where i t  c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  contempla- te  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
a l i m i t e d  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t ion - - such  a s  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  o f  
a number of A r m y  g e n e r a l s  and t h e  s e i z u r e  of a few key  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  Djakarta .  A p r a c t i c a l  measure  of tqe 
m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  P K I  i n  l a t e  1965 would  a c t u a l l y  
be t h e  30 September Movement. I t  seems t h a t  a l l  o r  almost 
a l l  t h e  resources of t h e  S p e c i a l  Bureau were i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  coup.  We know t h a t  A i d i t  was conce rned  t o  commit t h e  
maximum number of troops a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  t h e  coup 
a c t i o n ,  even  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of r u s h i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  
some 4,000 Communist v o l u n t e e r s  a s  a n  a u x i l i a r y  f o r c e .  ' 

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  coup w a s  t h e  supreme m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t  t h a t  
t h e  PKI w a s  c a p a b l e  of a t  t h e  t i m e .  

. was r e v e a l e d - - t h a t  Sjam h i m s e l f  had acted a s  a double 

The S p e c i a l  Bureau was t h e  o b v i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  PKI t o  p l a n  a n  a c t i o n  l i k e  t?le 30 September  
Movement. F i r s t  of a l l ,  i t  had " c o n t a c t s "  i n  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  who cou ld  be c o u n t e d  on t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p a r f y ' s  
w i l l  i n  s t a g i n g  a coup. S e c o n d l y ,  and  j u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t ,  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  who were u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  
S p e c i a l  Bureau were n o t  o p e n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  P K I ,  
which Xeant  t h a t  t h e  role  of t h e  PKI i n  t h e  coup c o u l d  
be o b s c u r e d  and  t h e  coup made t o  a p p e a r  a n  i n t e r n a l  A r m y  
a f f a i r .  A i d i t  seems t o  h a v e  f e l t  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  
s h o u l d  be h a n d l e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  m i l i t a r y .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  PKI, a l a s t - m i n u t e  d e c i s i o n  t o  u s e  
t h e  Communist v o l u n t e e r s ,  who had been armed and  t r a i n e d  
by t h e  coup  l e a d e r s  as a n  a u x i l i a r y  force,  compromised 

' A i d i t ' s  and  Sjam's  p l a n n i n g  t o  a v o i d  d i r e c t  PKI invo lvemen t  
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i n  t h e  coup.  I t  was n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  these v o l u n t e e r s  
p l a y  a r o l e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  c o u p ;  t h e y  
were t h o u g h t  o f  a s  a " r e s e r v e  f o r c e "  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  
Hal im A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  which was s e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  
command c e n t e r  fo r  t h e  coup. However, i n  t h e  l a t e  h o u r s  
of t h e  coup, when t h e  coup was a l l  b u t  l o s t ,  t h e y  were 
s e n t  i n t o  D j a k a r t a  i n  a l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  move by t h e  c o u p  
l e a d e r s .  They s t a g e d  a dramat ic - -but  p o i n t l e s s  and  t o t a l l y  
d i s o r g a n i z e d - - e n t r y  i n t o  D j a k a r t a ,  o n l y  t o  be  p r o m p t l y  
d i s a r m e d  by S u h a r t o ' s  f o r c e s .  Excep t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
o f  t h e s e  armed Communist v o l u n t e e r s  and  t h e  f a i l u r e  of 
t h e  PKI t o  s t o p  p u b l i c a t i o n  of a n  e d i t o r i a l ,  which had  

- o b v i o u s l y  been  w r i t t e n  i n  advance  o f  t h e  coup f o r  p u b l i -  
c a t i o n  t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  coup ,  t h e  PKI m i g h t  w e l l  
have  c o n c e a l e d  i ts invo lvemen t  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  A s  i t  was, t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  armed Communist e l+  
men t s  on t h e  scene i n  t h e  l a t e  h o u r s  o f  t h e  coup  c r e a t e d  
t h e  f a l s e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  armed Communist c i v i l i a n s \ . h a d  
b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  r a i d s  on t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes, a 
f a l s e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  
immedia t e ,  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  PKI. The 2 October 
H a r i a n  R a k j a t  e d i t o r i a l  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  coup  was a n o t h e r  
d i sas te r  f o r  t h e  PKI;  i t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  documentary  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  P K I ' s  own o b l i t e r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  coup. 

A 

A s  f o r  t h e  PKI, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  g o t  o t h e r s  t o  
e x e c u t e  t h e  deed  d o e s  n o t  change  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was i n  
e v e r y  way r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
coup. A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  A i d i t  was a t t a c k e d  by  t h e  m i l i t a n t  
wing  of t h e  s u r v i v i n g  PKI o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  h a v i n g  bypassed  
t h e  PKI p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  h i s  p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  coup.  
T h i s  is n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  t r u e ,  i n  t h a t  h e  g o t  P o l i t b u r o  
a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  PKI t o  b e g i n  making p l a n s  f o r  a coup  
a n d  top  p a r t y  l eaders  were g i v e n  s p e c i f i c  r o l e s  t o  p l a y  
i n  t h e  coup--for  i n s t a n c e ,  Njono,  t h e  Ch ie f  of t h e  Grea te r  - 
D j a k a r t a  Committee o f  t h e  PKI, was i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  
" o p e r a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l ' '  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  of t h e  PKI v o l u n t e e r  t r o o p s ,  and  Liikman, 
S a k i r m a n ,  P a r d e d e ,  S a n u s i ,  and  Narsukud were g i v e n  t h e  
ass ignment  of c o o r d i n a t i n g  p a r t y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

..* p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  t h e  coup.  Because  of t h e  need 
~ f o r  s e c r e c y ,  e v e n  t h e s e  top  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  PKI were not  

b r i e f e d  on t h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  more t h a n  a day  o r  s o  i n  
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a d v a n c e  of t h e  coup.  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e s e  t o p  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  
PKI a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was n o t  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  
a h e a d  o f  t i m e .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  A i d i t ' s  c r i t i c s  w i t h i i i  t h e  
p a r t y  were r i g h t  i n  a c c u s i n g  him of b y p a s s i n g  t h e  p a r t y .  
The coup w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S p e c i a l  
Bureau .  The  PKI w a s  no less r e s p o n s i b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  
Special  Bureau  p l a n n e d  t h e  c o u p :  of c o u r s e ,  t h a n  it would 
h a v e  been  i f  t h e  o v e r t  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had  managed t h e  
w h o l e  a f f a i r .  

The  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s :  C'ntilng, S d j o n o .  L a t i e f ,  ---- 
a n d  S u p a r d j o  -- The m i l i t a r y  was o n l y  t h e  e x + x u t i v e  arm 

- o f  a c o u p  t h a t  was mas te rminded  by t h e  PKI. Untuna  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  were l i t t l e  more t h a n  d i p e s  
o f  t h e  PKI. Long accus tomed  t o  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  PKI l i n e  
on  p o l i t i c a l  matters,  t h e y  were e a s i l y  c o n v i n c e d  by t h e  
PKI of t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Army 
l e a d e r s h i p .  1. 

None of t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  c o u p  were 
Communist ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of b e i n g  Commdnist p a r t y  members. 
Some were known t o  be pro-Communist:  a f ew-  like U n t u n g ,  
had  o p e n l y  s u p p o r t e d  Commilnist causes i n  t h e  p a s t .  B u t ,  
i n  t h e  m a i n ,  t h e y  were n o t  known f o r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
v i e w s ;  m o s t  o f t e n ,  t h e y  were d e s c r i b e d  a s  " a p o l i t i c a l "  ' 

o r  " p o l i t i c a l l y  n a i v e . "  They seemed mdch more i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  careers t h a n  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d ,  i n  e v e r y  
case,  t h e y  h a d  p r o m i s i n g  careers a h e a d  of t h e m  Untung 
was a c t u a l l y  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a n a t i o n a l  h e r o  a f t e r  t h e  West 
I r i a n  Campaign;  b e  had  been  d e c o r a t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  
h i m s e l f .  I n  1965, h i s  career w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  on  t h e  way 
u p ,  a f t e r  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  s e t b a c k  i t  had  s d f f e r e d  a s  a re- 
s u l t  of h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  Communist u p r i s i n g  of 1948.  
Only  a f e w  months  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u p  h e  had b e e n  promoted  
from B a t t a l i o n  Commander i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  J a v a  D i v i s i o n  of 
t h e  Army to Commander of t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  T j a k -  
rabirawa Honor Guard  t h a t  g u a r d e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

- 

The m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  coup d o  n o t  seem t o  
have  b e e n  p e r s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  one a n o t h e r  before 
September 1965. They had  o n e  t h i n g  i n  common, however ,  
. t h a t  w a s  to b r i n g  them together i n  a f a t e f u l  a l l i a n c e .  
F o r  some t i m e  each had  been  h a v i n g  r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  
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h i g h l y - p l a c e d  PKI a g e n t s .  I n  t h e  case of Untung,  h i s  
PKI c o n t a c t  was a man c a l l e d  Walujo ;  i n  t h e  case o f  
L a t i e f  and  S u j o n o ,  i t  w a s  a c e r t a i n  Pono; i n  t h e  case 
of S u p a r d j o ,  i t  was Sjam h i m s e l f .  Al though Untung and  
t h e  other  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  d i d  n o t  know t h e  t r u e  i d e n t i c  
t i e s  o f  t h e  men t h e y  c a l l e d  S jam,  Pono, and  Walujo and 
c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were t h e  
t h r e e  t o p  men i n  t h e  PKI S p e c i a l  Bureau ,  t h e y  a l l  seem 
t o  have  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  t h e y  s p o k e  f o r  t h e  PKI. 
A c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  s e e m  t o  have  had s o m e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  re- 
p r e s e n t e d  A i d i t  p e r s o n a l l y .  

Untung,  S u j o n o ,  and  L a t i e f  were i n t r o d u c e d  t o  one  
a n o t h e r  by Sjam and  Pono a t  a mee t ing  on  6 Sep tember  1965. 
Dur ing  t h e  month of Sep tember ,  t h e  g r o u p  of f i v e  men m e t  
t o g e t h e r  a t o t a l  o f  e i g h t  t i m e s ,  u s u a l l y  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  
a t  t h e  homes of e i t h e r  Col.  L a t i e f  or Sjam. The p l a n n i n g  
for t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  coup w a s  s t a r t e d  and  f i n i s h e d  ip) t h e  
one  month of  Sep tember ,  i n  t h e  course of  t h e s e  e i g h t  meet- 
i n g s .  

Sjam p r e s i d e d  a t  e v e r y  meet ing .  T h e r e  is no ques -  
t i o n  t h a t  he was a l w a y s  i n  cha rge .  A t  t h e  e a r l y  m e e t i n g s ,  
he  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  P K I ' s  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a -  
t i o n  and  c i t e d  t h e  need f o r  a c t i o n .  The m i l i t a r y  leaders 
seem t o  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  h i s  word on t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a Gen- 
e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  i n  t h e  Army and i t s  a l l e g e d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  
a coup t o  o v e r t h r o w  Sukarno. Convinced t h a t  t h e y  were 
a c t i n g  t o  protect  Suka rno ,  t h e y  a l l o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be 
used  by t h e  PXI i n  c a r r y i n g  out a coup of t h e  PKI's making. 
As t h e  month wore on and  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  c e n t e r e d  more 
and  more on  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  coup, Sjam re- 
t r e a t e d  somewhat f rom t h e  center of t h e  s t a g e  and  a l l o w e d  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  t o  make some of t h e  p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y  
d e c i s i o n s - - i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  moment, when h e  
would wi thd raw a l t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e  s i d e l i n e s  a n d  leave  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  face t h e  shock  of t h e  coup. 

D u r i n g  t h e  course of t h e  m e e t i n g s ,  Sjam had men- 

. .  g r o u p  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  H e  was Gen. S u p a r d j o ,  Commander 
-_  of t h e  4 t h  Combat Command i n  West Borneo. The r e a s o n  

t h a t  S u p a r d j o  became i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup was p r e c i s e l y  

t i o n e d  t h a t  one  o t h e r  p e r s o n  would be j o i n i n g  t h e  coup  
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t h e  same r e a s o n  t h a t  Untung,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  and  t h e  
others  became i n v o l v e d ;  he  was a PKI s y m p a t h i z e r  who was 
b e i n g  '-managed" by t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  and  c o u l d  be c o u n t e d  
on t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  w i l l  of t h e  p a r t y .  S u p a r d j o  w a s  
a c t u a l l y  t h e  prize "asset" of  t h e  PKI i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
m i l i t a r y .  Probably because of h i s  r a n k ,  h e  w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  
"managed" by t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  P K I  Special Bureau--Sjam 
h i m s e l f .  H e  was i n  and  o u t  of Djakar ta  o f t e n  enough,  
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  a s s i g n m e n t  as Commander o f  t h e  
4 t h  Combat  Command, t h a t  he c o u l d  have  managed t o  see 
Sjam f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y .  P resumab ly ,  he  was k e p t  in formed 
-of t h e  coup p l a n n i n g  d u r i n g  those  l a s t  weeks before t h e  
coup when h e  was s t i l l  i n  West Borneo. On 28 September  
h e  r e c e i v e d  a p r e a r r a n g e d  s i g n a l  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  come t o  
Djakar ta  i m m e d i a t e l y ;  h e  a r r i v e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
t h a t  same day  and went  immediately t o  Sjam's house .  D u r i n g  
t h e i n e x t  t w o  d a y s ,  h e  was a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a l l  t h e  
l a s t - m i n u t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  coup. H e  j o i n e d  t h e r .  
other m i l i t a r y  leaders a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  coup 
group on 29 September .  On t h e  day of t h e  c o u p ,  h e  acted 
a s  t h e  c h i e f  l i a i s o n  between t h e  coup l e a d e r s  and  Presi- 
dent  Sukarno .  

Dani  -- Omar  D a n i ,  t h e  Minister/Commander of t h e  
A i r  F o r c e ,  who was o b v i o u s l y  i n v o l v e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  Com- 
m u n i s t s  i n  t h e  p l o t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  t op  Army l e a d e r s h i p ,  
is a spec ia l  case among t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  who were 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  coup. L i k e  Untung and t h e  o the r s ,  h e  had 
f o r  some t i m e  been  h a v i n g  secret c o n t a c t s  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of t h e  PKI S p e c i a l  Bureau.  H i s  c o n t a c t  man was 
Walujo ,  t h e  same man who "managed" Untung and  Gen. P r a n o t o ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  of whom Sukarno  a p p o i n t e d  "caretaker" commander 
of t h e  Army, v i c e  Gen. Yan i ,  who was o n e  of t h e  v i c t i m s  
o f  t h e  coup. As Commander of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  Dani  was t h e  
h i g h e s t - p l a c e d  " c o n t a c t "  o f  t h e  PKI i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  H e  
was f a r  too  s e n i o r  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  same group 
w i t h  Untung and L a t i e f ,  or even  Supardjo.  H e  n e v e r  m e t  
together  w i t h  them i n  t h e  p a a n n i n g  s e s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  coup.  
T h u s ,  h e  was n o t  a member of t h e  s o - c a l l e d  C e n t r a l  Command 
of t h e  coup ,  as t h e  f ive-man g r o u p  ( p l u s  S u p a r d j o ) w a s  
ca l l ed  . 
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- Al though  h e  had assumed a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  l e f t i s t  
p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  1962 ,  when h e  was a p p o i n t e d  Minister/Com- 
mander  of  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  Dani was n o t  a Communist. I t  
w o u l d  n o t  e v e n  be accurate  t o  describe him a s  of l e f t i s t  
c o n v i c t i o n .  A p p a r e n t l y  h e  had n o  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  con- . 
v i c t i o n s  of h i s  own. After a y e a r  of p i l o t  t r a i n i n g  a t  
B a k e r s f i e l d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  d u r i n g  1950-51, he  was regarded 
a s  a n  anti-Communist w i t h  a s t r o n g l y  e x p r e s s e d  p r e f e r e n c e  
f o r  U.S .  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  equipment o v e r  S o v i e t  t e c h n o l o g y .  
Y e t - ,  w i t h i n  a f e w  y e a r s ,  he  was e s p o u s i n g  t h e  Communist 
l i n e  and  s e t t i n g  up  Marxism s t u d y  courses w i t h i n  t h e  A i r  
Force. Dani was, above  a l l  e l se ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  a s  
R u t h  McVey d e s c r i b e d  h i m ,  "a man o u t  f o r  t h e  main c h a n c e  . . .  
w h i c h  he p e r c e i v e d  n o t  u n b r i g h t l y  t o  lie w i t h  Suka rno  
and  t h e  PKI." S l i m ,  handsome, s p o r t i n g  a c l i p p e d  mus tache  
a n d  wea r ing  h i s  c a p  a t  a d a s h i n g  a n g l e ,  he looked more 
l i k e  t h e  m a t i n e e  i d o l  t h a n  t h e  a i r  f o r c e  c h i e f .  H e  was  
v a i n ,  a m b i t i o u s ,  c o m p l e t e l y  p l i a b l e ,  a n d ,  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  f l a t t e r y .  Needless t o  s a y ,  h e  d i d  n o t  
l a c k  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  f rom t h e  C o m m u n i s t s .  They knew w e l l  
h o w ' t o  e x p l o i t  a n  a m b i t i o u s  man l i k e  Dani .  

I t  was t o  S u k a r n o ,  n o t  t h e  Communists, t h a t  Dan i  
owed h i s  appo in tmen t  a s  Commander of  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  H e  
had  been hand-picked b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  l ead  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  i n  1962, when t h e  former Commander of  t h e  A i r  Force 
was rq l ieved ,  unde r  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  Army and  Navy, f o r  
supposed  A i r  Force "neg l igence"  i n  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  
t h e  d e a t h ' o f  a Navy Admiral .  The s u c c e s s i o n  of Dani t o  
t h e  post of  A i r  Force Commander s c a r c e l y  improved t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  f rom t h e  p o i n t  of view of  t h e  Army and  Navy. 
Al though i n t e l l i g e n t ' .  and  w e l l  t r a i n e d  fo r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  Dani was o b v i o u s l y  g i v e n  t h e  
j o b  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  With h i s  weak c h a r a c t e r  and  l a c k  
of a s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  A i r  Force, he  would 
be t o t a l l y  dependent  on t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  
and t h e r e f o r e  amenable t o  S u k a r n o ' s  w i s h e s .  Under  
h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  the A i r  Force made a series of  a d v a n c e s  
t o  t h e  " le f t , "  a l w a y s  on S u k a r n o ' s  i n i t i a t i v e .  A t  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  coup, i t  was t h e  o n l y  one of t h e  f o u r  s e r v i c e s  
t h a t  was p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i d e a  of Nasakom C o u n c i l s  . 
w i t h i n  t h e  Armed F o r c e s ;  i t  was g i v i n g  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  a p p r o v a l  
t o  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  f i f t h  f o r c e ,  a t  a t i m e  when b o t h  t h e  
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- Army a n d  t h e  Navy were f i g h t i n g  i t  d e t e r m i n e d l y .  T h e  
c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  Army a n d  N a v y ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  Presi- 
d e n t i a l  p u s h i n g  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  a n d  D a n i ' s  r e a d y  a c q u i e s c -  - 
e n c e  o n  a l l  m a t t e r s  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  more s t r i k i n g .  
I t  w a s  n o  secret  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  a n d  Y a n i  a n d  t h e  o ther  Army ' 

l e a d e r s  had l i t t l e  u s e  f o r  D a n i ,  b u t  t h a t  m a t t e r e d  l i t t l e  
t o  D a n i  s o  l o n g  a s  h e  h a d  t h e  b a c k i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
S u k a r n o .  H e  w a s  r e c e i v i n g  a l l  t h a t  he  w a n t e d - - i n  t h e  way 
of a g o r g e o u s  l a k e s i d e  home, l u x u r y  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  a n d  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  s o c i a l  l i fe--from S u k a r n o .  C e r t a i n l y ,  
S u k a r n o  was. happy w i t h  D a n i .  He referred t o  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  
u n d e r  D a n i ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .  a s  " h i s  s w e e t h e a r t . "  

I t  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force had  some r e a s o n  t o  
be j e a l o u s  of t h e  Army, w h i c h  go t  n e a r l y  t w o - t h i r d s  of 
t h e  a n n u a l  m i l i t a r y  b u d g e t  w h i l e  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  r a n k e d  
l a s t  among t h e  f o u r  s e r v i c e s  i n  r e c e i v i n g  less t h a n  10% 
of a l l  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  A i r  Force 
c o n s i d e r e d  i t s e l f  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  of 
p r o m o t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of f o r e i g n  a i d .  
Many of i ts  o f f i c e r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  r e s e n t e d  t h e  
s u p e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  and  p r e s t i g e  of t h e  army.  However ,  
D a n i  h i m s e l f ,  as  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  h a d  n o  p e r s o n a l  cause for 
g r i e v a n c e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .  I t  is h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  
h e  w o u l d  h a v e  j o i n e d  a c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Army g e n e r a l s  
b e c a u s e  of i n t e r - s e r v i c e  r i v a l r y  of t h i s  k i n d .  Nor is 
i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  h e  would  h a v e  a c t e d  o u t  of a n y  s t r o n g  p o l i -  
t i c a l  m d t i v a t i o n  of h i s  own. 
o n e  good r e a s o n  why D a n i  w o u l d  h a v e  become i n v o l v e d  I n  
a n y t h i n g  a s  d a n g e r o u s  a s  a coup--namely ,  t h a t  h e  kr;eA t h h .  
S u k a r n o  knew a n d  a p p r o v e d  of t h e  c o u p  p l a n s .  I t  wou,d 
h a v e  b e e n  t o t a l l y  o u t  of c h a r a c t e r  f o r  him t o  h a v e  r i s k e d  
h i s  l i f e  a n d  h i s  c a r e e r ,  o t h e r w i s e .  A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  c o u p  
h a d  S u k a r n o ' s  b l e s s i n g ,  t h e r e  was no  r i s k  f o r  him. I n  
f a c t ,  n o t  t o  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o u p ,  i n  t hose  c i r c u m s t -  
a n c e s ,  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  more r i s k y .  D a n i ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  c o u p ,  a s  much a s  a n y t h i n g  else, a r g u e s  f o r  S u k a r n o ' s  
h a v i n g  b e e n  i n v o l v e d ;  i t  is o n e  of t h e  most c o n v i n c i n g  
r e a s o n s  fo r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  S u k a r n o  m u s t  h a v e  known a n d  a p -  
p r o v e d  of the coup p l a n s .  D a n i  w a s  no t  someone  w h o  w o u l d  
i n  a n y  e v e n t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d  to a c t  w i t h o u t  t h e  Presi- 
d e n t .  

T h e r e  would  seem t o  be o n l y  
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- W h e r e a s  i t  c a n  be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI c o u l d  e a s i l y  
h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  U n t u n g  a n d  L a t i e f  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  t h a t  S u k a r n o  knew a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s ,  
w h e t h e r  h e  d i d  or n o t ,  D a n i  is n o t  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  
a n y o n e ' s  w o r d - - e i t h e r  Sjam's  or A i d i t ' s - - w h e n  h e  c o u l d  . 
so e a s i l y  h a v e  c h e c k e d  t h e  ma t t e r  o u t  w i t h  S u k a r n o  him- 
s e l f .  H e  w a s  i n  c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  S u k a r n o  a l l  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  j u s t  before t h e  c o u p .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  seems t o  
h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  v e r y  s e l ec t  company of S u b a n d r i o  a n d  
A i d i t  a s  o n e  of S u k a r n o ' s  m o s t  t r u s t e d  c o n f i d a n t s .  O n l y  
two weeks  before t h e  c o u p ,  he  made a secre t  t r i p  t o  Com- 
m u n i s t  C h i n a  o n  t h e  d i r e c t  orders  of S u k a r n o .  B e s i d e s  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  D a n i ,  o n l y  two o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  I n -  
d o n e s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  knew a b o u t  D a n i ' s  secret  m i s s i o n  
- - S u b a n d r i o  a n d  A i d i t .  A l t h o u g h  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  t o  
C h i n a  f o r  a number of r e a s o n s ,  t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  t r i p  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o u p .  A p p a r -  
e n t l y ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  i n  t h e  process of n e g o t i a t i n g  a secret 
arms d e a l  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e .  Assuming t h a t  h e  knew a b o u t  
t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g ,  h e  may h a v e  s e n t  D a n i  t o  C h i n a  t o  a r -  
r a n g e  f o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e  s h i p m e n t  of a r m s ,  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  be u s e d  i n  t h e  c o u p .  ( T h i s  is n o t  t o  s u g -  
ges t  t h a t  h e  i n f o r m e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  of h i s  r e a s o n  for w a n t -  
i n g  t h e  a r m s  i m m e d i a t e l y . )  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  
s o o n  a f t e r  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  I n d o n e s i a ,  D a n i  h a d  a m e e t i n g  
w i t h  A i r  Force Major S u j o n o ,  who was d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  y o u p  p l a n n i n g ;  among o the r  t h i n g s ,  h e  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  
of t h e  secret  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force w a s  
g i v i n g  t h e  Communist  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  L u b a n g  B u a j a .  On t h e  
d a y  of t h e  c o u p ,  i t  w a s  S u j o n o  who p r o c u r e d  t h e  arms f r o m  
t h e  A i r  Force d e p o t s ;  t h e y  h a p p e n e d  t o  be C h i n e s e  a r m s .  

D a n i  is i m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c o u p  by 
o n e  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p iece of e v i d e n c e .  On t h e  m o r n i n g  of 
29 S e p t e m b e r ,  h e  is known t o  h a v e  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  Gen. 
S u p a r d j o ,  o n e  of t h e  PKI's c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w h o  
w a s  t o  p l a y  a m a j o r  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p .  A c t u a l l y ,  h e  s a w  
S u p a r d j o  twice t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  o n c e  before a n d  o n c e  a f t e r  
h e  t a l k e d  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  S u p a r d j o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  
D a n i  "news from S j a m . "  A f t e r  t h e  meet ing  w i t h  S u p a r d j o ,  
D a n i  w e n t  t o  t h e  p a l a c e ,  w h e r e  h e  c o n f e r r e d  i.n p r i v a t e  
w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s .  T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
of t h e  m e e t i n g  l e a v e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a m a t t e r  of 
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- g r e a t  u r g e n c y  a n d  s e c r e c y .  Af t e r  t h i s  br ief  m e e t i n g  w i t h  
S u k a r n o ,  D a n i  h u r r i e d  from t h e  p a l a c e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Gen.. 
S u p a r d j o  o n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  We know .. - 
t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a g e  t h e  coup o n  t h e  n i g h t  of 30 
September w a s  t a k e n  b y  A i d i t  o n  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  2 8 t h ,  
t h e  v e r y  e v e n i n g  before S j a m  t o l d  S u p a r d j o  t h e  news t h a t  
S u p a r d j o  o b v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t  i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  t o  t e l l  D a n i  
r i g h t  away a n d  D a n i  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  t e l l  S u k a r n o  i m m e d i a t e l y .  
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  D a n i  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  
A i d i t l s  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  coup t o  S u k a r n o .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  were o t h e r  w a y s  t h a t  A i d i t  a n d  S j a m  c o u l d  
h a v e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  D a n i  d o e s  seem t o  
h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o b v i o u s  choice of a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y .  Of a l l  
t h e  p e o p l e  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  
o n e  h i g h  e n o u g h  i n  r a n k  t o  h a v e  r e a d y  a c c e s s  to t h e  Presi- 
d e n t  who w a s  n o t  o p e n l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  PKI. 

... 

D a n i ' s  a c t i o n s  on  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  l e a v e  abso- 
l u t e l y  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  h e  had f o r e k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  e v e n t  a n d  
l e n t  i t  h i s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  H e  l e f t  h i s  
home s o o n  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t  o n  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  3 0 t h  t o  go t o  
Halim A i r  Force B a s e ,  w h e r e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  had a l r e a d y  b e e n  
made for  h i s  a n d  A i d i t ' s  " s a f e  p r o t e c t i o n "  d u r i n g  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  h o u r s  of the c o u p .  H e  w a s  a t  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  
Command C e n t e r  t h e r e  when Sukarno a r r i v e d  t h e  n e x t  morn- 
i n g  and  w a s  t h e  first t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o n  t h e  
progress, of t h e  c o u p .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  h e  d r a f t e d  
a n  o r d e r l o f - t h e - d a y  p l e d g i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  a i r  force 
t o  t h e  c o u p .  W i t h  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  of t h e  o r d e r  l a t e r  t h a t  
d a y ,  D a n i ' s  f a t e  w a s  a l l  b u t  s e a l e d .  H i s  c a n p l i c i t y  i n  
t h e  c o u p ,  l i k e  t h a t  of t h e  PKI, w a s  now d o c u m e n t e d .  H e  
could  n e v e r  hope  t o  d i s c l a i m  a n y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  
a s  S u k a r n o  w a s  t o  l e a v e  h i m s e l f  t h e  o p t i o n  of d o i n g .  

many respects,  t h e  most s u r p r i s i n g  a n d  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  
t o  e x p l a i n .  I t  seems t h a t  h e  d e f i n i t e l y  knew a b o u t  
t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g ,  t h a t  h e  had  precise k n o w l e d g e ,  i n  f a c t ,  
of t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  p l a n n i n g  s u c h  as when t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  
t a k e  p l a c e .  However ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  seem to  h a v e  b e e n  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  p l a n n i n g  a n d  h e  w a s  n o t  e v e n  i n  D j a k a r t a  
on t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  of 
t h e  c o u p .  

S u b a n d r i o - - -  S u b a n d r i o ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o u p  is, i n  
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- A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c o u p  got 
t h e  d e f i n i t e  i m p r e s s i o n  from Sjam t h a t  S u k a r n o ,  S u b a n d r i o ,  
and  D a n i  a l l  knew a b o u t  t h e  coup p l a n n i n g .  T h e r e  is goo0 
r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  d i d .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  w e  knaw 
t h a t  he  knew about  D a n i ' s  secret  t r i p  t o  C h i n a  i n  mid- 
S e p t e m b e r ,  wh ich  is presumed t o  h a v e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  prepara- 
t i o n s  fo r  t h e  coup.  A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  Gen. S u k e n d r o  remembered 
a d i s c u s s i o n  h e  had w i t h  S u b a n d r i o  o n  17 Sep tember  w h i c h ,  
i n  h i n d s i g h t ,  c o n v i n c e d  h im t h a t  S u b a n d r i o  knew a b o u t  t h e  
coup.- S u b a n d r i o  a s k e d  h i s  o p i n i o n  of a number of t o p  
I n d o n e s i a n  army g e n e r a l s ,  most of whom were l a t e r  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  coup. S u b a n d r i o  s a i d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  a l l  t h e s e  
g e n e r a l s  were m u c h  t o o ' i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  and  c o u l d  
n o  l o n g e r  be r e l i e d  upon a s  good army o f f i c e r s .  H e  d e s -  
cr ibed o n l y  o n e  general--( ;en.  M u r s j i d - - a s  a g e n e r a l  w h o  
" d i d  h i s  j o b  a s  a m i l i t a r y  man and d i d n ' t  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  
p o l i t i c s . "  Gen. M u r s j i d  was n o t  a v i c t i m  of t h e  c o u p .  

. .  

On t h e  m o r n i n g  of 29 September, t h e  same m o r n i n g  
t h a t  D a n i  saw S u k a r n o  o n  a m a t t e r  of g r e a t  u r g e n c y ,  w h i c h  
is t h o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  of D a n i ' s  t e l l i n g  
S u k a r n o  of A i d i t ' s  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  c o u p ,  
A i d i t  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  met w i t h  S u b a n d r i o .  T h e r e  is 
no i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  was  d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  i t  is a good 
b e t  t h a t  A i d i t  t o l d  S u b a n d r i o  of t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  h e  had  
made t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t o  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  3 0 t h .  After 
h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  A i d i t ,  S u b a n d r i o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  be- 
come ve& b u s y ,  m e e t i n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s .  
L a t e r  t h a t  d a y ,  h e  l e f t  on  a s p e a k i n g  t o u r  of N o r t h  Sumatra. 

When t h e  o f f i c i a l  announcement  of h i s  p l a n n e d  v i s i t  
t o  S u m a t r a  was made o n  25 S e p t e m b e r ,  i t  seemed t h a t  Suban-  
d r i o  was a t  p a i n s  t o  g i v e  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  t r i p  
and  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i t  had been  o r d e r e d  by P r e s i d e n t  
S u k a r n o .  I t  had n o t  b e e n  no rma l  p rac t ice  i n  t h e  p a s t  f o r  
m i n i s t e r s  a t  S u b a n d r i o ' s  l e v e l  t o  go i n t o  a l o n g  expana -  
t i o n  of t h e  r e a s o n s  for  making  a r o u t i n e  v i s i t  anywhere  
i n  I n d o n e s i a ;  i t  was  a lmost  a s  i f  S u b a n d r i o  was  p r e p a r i n g  
a n  a l i b i .  

J u s t  why S u b a n d r i o ,  who o b v i o u s l y  knew a b o u t  t h e  
c o u p  p l a n s ,  s h o u l d  have  p l a n n e d  t o  b e  away from D j a k a r t a  
o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  coup is n o t  e x a c t l y  c l e a r .  One somehow 

-277- 



- ge t s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  
t h e  i d e a  of t h e  c o u p  or p e r h a p s  n o t  a s  c o n f i d e n t  of its 
s u c c e s s  a s  A i d i t ,  a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  S u k a r n o .  C e r t a i n l y ,  
S u b a n d r i o  was a much more c a u t i o u s  man,  by n a t u r e ,  t h a n  . 
S u k a r n o ;  h e  may w e l l  h a v e  had some p r e m o n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
c o u p  m i g h t  f a i l .  A s i d e  from its c h a n c e s  f o r  s u c c e s s ,  h e  
may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a l t o g e t h e r  h a p p y  a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  i d e a  
of e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  t op  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Army, w h i c h  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m a i n  b a l a a c i n g ' f o r c e  t o  t h e  PKI. H e  
d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  b a c k i n g  of a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  t h e  way 
S u k a r n o  had t h e  PNI, A i d i t  had t h e  PKI, a n d  N a s u t i o n  a n d  
Y a n i  h a d  t h e  Army. Lis power d e r i v e d  s o l e l y  from S u k a r n o .  
H e  may w e l l  h a v e  f i g u r e d  t h a t  h i s  own power p o s i t i o n  was 
be t te r  s e r v e d  b y  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  B f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo t h a n  by 
a n y  s u d d e n  u p s e t  of t h e  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  PKI a n d  t h e  
A r m y ,  w h i c h  t h e  c o u p  w o u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  i n  f a v o r  of 
t h e  PKI . 

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  S u b a n d r i o  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  e i t h e r  by S u k a r n o  
o r  t h e  PKI. One would  n o t  h a v e  e x p e c t e d  t h e  PKI t o  g i v e  
S u b a n d y i o  a major:-role t o  p l a y  i n  a n y  c o u p  of PKI m a k i n g .  
H e  w a s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  A i d i t ' s  c h i e f  r i v a l  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  
S u k a r n o  a n d  a m a j o r  c o n t e n d e r  f o r  power a f t e r  S u k a r n o .  T h e  
PKI c o u l d  h a r d l y  e x e r t  t h e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  h i m  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  
o v e r  D a n i  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o u p .  

. \  

A s  f o r  S u k a r n o ' s  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  S u b a n d r i o ' s  p a r -  
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u p ,  a s s u m i n g  of c o u r s e  t h a t  t h e  Presi-  
d e n t  knew a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  m e n t i o n e d  
t h a t  S u b a n d r i o ' s  s t o c k  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  * 

be a t  a l o w  ebb d u r i n g  t h e  summer a n d  f a l l  of 1965, a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  f i a s c o .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  
S u b a n d r i o ' s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had p a i n t e d  & glow- 
i n g  p i c t u r e  of t h e  p rospec ts  of t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  C o p ' f e r e n c e ,  
from I n d o n e s i a ' s  p o i n t  of v i ew,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h  o ' p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  I n d o n e s i a ' s  k e e p i n g  M a l a y s i a  o u t  of t h e  c o n  ! erence 
a n d  t h e  E ! r o s p e c r s  f o r  I n d o n e s i a ' s  e m e r g i n g  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  n a t i o n s  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  After t h e  p o s t p o n e -  
m e n t  of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  S u k a r n o  w a s  r z p o r t e d  t o  be v e r y  
u n h ~ p p y  a b o u t  t . h e  p o o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s s e s s m e n t  h e  had  
bear: c i . ~ ~ c n  . ?:here * x ~ , r p  >+,!lev r.zc.>;-.i : t k.1 2 5.q VIZC: !-,t-t:r-.T<f:c . -  r-r.., ,,: :;:.1. . . .. --:- . 3 7 ;  G 3;ks  .r,:.:.r:.*:C :.:;a !#':.I' ' *'.. '  .. . - 1 ":;; f ,; ' I t :  -. r 5 

.. :. . . . .  ... 



h i s  own power base .  W h a t e v e r  t r u t h  t h e r e  may h a v e  b e e n  
t o  these r e p o r t s ,  S u k a r n o  was o b v i o u s l y  a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  
t h e  b e n e f i t  of S u b a n d r i o ' s  c o u n s e l  when t h i n g s  s u d d e n l y  .- 
b e g a n  t o  go b a d l y  f o r  t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 1 
O c t o b e r .  H e  s e n t  a n  u r g e n t  m e s s a g e  t o  S u b a n d r i o :  "Objec-,.  
t i v e  n o t  a c h i e v e d .  R e t u r n  i m m e d i a t e l y . "  H e  e v e n  s e n t  h i s  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  p l a n e  t o  hledan t o  b r i n g  S u b a n d r i o  home. 

S u b a n d r i o  had  n o t  s e e m e d  i n  t h e  l e a s t  s u r p r i s e d  
when  h e  f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  n e w s  of t h e  c o u p  o n  1 O c t o b e r .  
A c c o r d i n g  . to a member i n  h i s  e n t o u r a g e ,  h e  a c t e d  " a s  i f  
n o t h i n g  h a d  h a p p e n e d . "  O b v i o u s l y ,  h e  w a s - i n  n o  h u r r y  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  D j a k a r t a .  H e  was q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  " n o t h i n g  
u r g e n t "  c a l l e d  h i m ,  so h e  w o u l d  " w a i t  t o  see how e v e n t s  
t u r n e d  o u t . "  H e  m a n i f e s t e d  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  w o r r y  or a n x i e t y .  
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  S u k a r n o ' s  u r g e n t  summons home, h e  c a l m l y  
d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  t o u r  of S u m a t r a .  On 2 October ,  
h e  is repor ted  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a m e s s a g e  from D e p u t y  
Prime M i n i s t e r  L e i m e n a  a l s o  r e q u e s t i n g  h i m  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
D j a k a r t a .  A g a i n ,  h e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  commented :  "Why 
m u s t  I go? L e t  L e i m e n a  s e t t l e  t h i s  mess h i m s e l f +  T h e  
P r e s i d e n t  is s t i l l  t h e r e . "  F i n a l l y ,  o n  3 O c t o b e r ,  h e  
r e t u r n e d  t o  D j a k a r t a ,  g o i n g  s t r a i g h t  from t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  
B o g o r  t o  see t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

A t  h i s  t r i a l ,  S u b a n d r i o  r e p e a t e d l y  s t a t e d  h i s  i n -  
n o c e n c e  of a n y  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  coup,  T h e  t r i a l  c e r t a i n l y  
c a n n o t ' b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  g u i l t .  H e  was c o n -  
v i c t e d  of other  crimes a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e ,  h a v i n g  n o t h i n g  
t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  coup. T h u s ,  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  c o u p  
m u s t  be c o n s i d e r e d  u n p r o v e n .  I t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  h e  knew 
a b o u t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  b u t  h e  does n o t  seem t o  
h a v e  p l a y e d  a n y  p a r t ,  e i t h e r  i n  its p l a n n i n g  or e x e c u t i o n .  
I n  f a c t ,  h e  seems t o  h a v e  t a k e n  g rea t  p a i n s  t o  a v o i d  be- 
c o m i n g  i n v o l v e d ,  n o  d o u b t  b e c a u s e  h e  knew t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be 
a s s u m e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  a n d  h e  seems t o  h a v e  h a d  
some f e a r s  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  n o t  s u c c e e d .  

S u k a r n o  -- P r o b a b l y  t h e  most c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  c o n c e r n s  t h e  r o l e  of S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  
coup. I t  is o n e  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h e r e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
a l w a y s  be a c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  of d o u b t .  B u t  i t  h a s  a l w a y s  
b e e n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of c o n s p i r a c i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
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i n v o l v i n g  p e r s o n s  i n  h i g h  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  h a v e  
n e v e r  b e e n  known f o r  s u r e .  T h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  is n o  
except i o n .  

I t  is q u i t e  c l e a r ,  f irst  of a l l ,  t h a t  S u k a r n o ' s  
s y m p a t h i e s  were w i t h  t h e  c o u p ,  i f  o n l y  from h i s  a c t i o n s  
a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d  o r  s a i d  a f t e r  t h e  
c o u p  w a s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of q u i e t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f u r o r  
r a i s e d  o v e r  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  d e a t h s ,  p r o t e c t i n g  t h o s e  i n -  
volve-d i n  t h e  c o u p ,  and  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
t o  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  before t h e  c o u p .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  
c o u p ,  S u k a r n o  h a s  n e v e r  s o u g h t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  i n i t i a l  i m -  
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  h e  g a v e  of h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o u p .  
H e  h a s  n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  was c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y ;  i n  f a c t ,  h e  h a s  n e v e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  
Movement w a s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a c o u p  a t  a l l .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
g u i l t  of t h e  PKI i n  p l a n n i n g  t h e  c o u p  h a s  l o n g  s i n c e  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  h e  h a s  r e f u s e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  blame o n  t h e  PKI. 
For many m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  t r i e d  t o  resist t h e  
e f f o r t s  t o - c r u s h  t h e  PKI, w h i c h  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a i s e  
a s  t h e  p a r t y  t h a t  h a d  s u f f e r e d  t h e  most c a s u a l i t i e s  a n d  
d i s p l t i y e d  t h e  most mer i t  i n  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  r e v o l u t i o n .  

From h i s  a c t i o n s  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  i t  seems 
c l ea r  t h a t  S u k a r n o  a t  l e a s t  knew a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  p l a n s  
a h e a d  of t i m e .  T h e r e  is t h e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t  t h a t  h e  
l e f t  a n o t e  f o r  h i s  w i f e  D e w i  when h e  l e f t  h e r  h o m e  e a r l y  
o n  t h e  d o r n i n g  of t h e  c.oup. H e  had  a l r e a d y  l e f t  D e w i ' s  
h o u s e  a n d  was o n  h i s  way t o  t h e  p a l a c e  when h e  w a s  first 
n o t i f i e d  b y  t h e  T j a k r a b i r a w a  P a l a c e  G u a r d  of t h e  a t t a c k  
o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes. H e  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  n o  way of know- 
i n g  of t h e  c o u p  e v e n t s  before h e  l e f t ,  u n l e s s  h e  h a d  p r i o r  
k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  c o u p .  I n  t h e  n o t e ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
" t h e  men who were c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n t e n d e d  to s a f e g u a r d  B a p a k  ( 8 u k a r n o )  a n d  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  
t o  o p p o s e  him."  H e  a s s u r e d  D e w i  t h a t  "Bapak w a s  s a f e . "  

.. 

S u k a r n o  d o e s  n o t  seem to  h a v e  b e e n  e i t h e r  s h o c k e d  
o r ' .  s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h e  news of t h e  c o u p .  H e  is n o t  known 
t o  h a v e  a s k e d  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s ,  a most a b n o r m a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  h e a r i n g  s u c h  news 
f o r  t h e  first t i m e .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  seemed t o  i n t e r e s t  
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- him was  t h e  report  t h a t  Gen. N a s u t i o n  had  e s c a p e d .  H e  
was  o b v i o u s l y  v e r y  much c o n c e r n e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  t r u t h  
a b o u t  N a s u t i o n .  H i s  f i r s t  comment upon h e a r i n g  of Nasu- . 
t i o n ' s  e s c a p e  had  b e e n :  " T h i s  comes a s  a n  a b s o l u t e  s u r -  
pr ise .  W h a t  w i l l  you d o  w i t h  me?"  S u k a r n o  was n o t  i n  
t h e  h a b i t  o f  a s k i n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e  "What w i l l  you do w i t h  
m e ? "  I t  sugges ts  t h a t  he  s u d d e n l y  f e l t  v e r y  much o n  t h e  
d e f e n s i v e ,  a s  t h o u g h  he . a s sumed  t h a t  t h e  Army would  know 
t h a t  h e  had b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  k i d n a p p i n g .  

- 1 t . c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  a c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
d e c i d e d  t o  g o  t o  Hal im A i r  Force B a s e ,  w h i c h  was s e r v i n g  
a s  t h e  c o u p  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  We know t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  
were e x p e c t i n g  h im t o  a r r i v e  t h e r e  a r o u n d  0800-0900 h o u r s ;  
S u j o n o  had made a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  s p e n d  
t h e  d a y  a t  Commodore S u s a n t o ' s  h o u s e  o n  t h e  a i r b a s e .  
S u k a r n o  d i d  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t  t h e m .  H e  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a r o u n d  
0930 h o u r s - - a t  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  of h i s  own f ree  w i l l .  
H e  s p e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  a t  H a l i m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
A i d i t  and  D a n i  and  Untung a n d  Sjam a n d  the o t h e r s .  A l -  
t h o u g h  he  d i d  n o t  see A i d i t  or  Sjam o r  Untung,  who were 
a t  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  on  t h e  a i r b a s e ,  h e  c o n f e r r e d  o f t e n  
w i t h  S u p a r d j o ,  who a c t e d  a s  c o u r i e r  be tween  A i d i t  and  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Command and S u k a r n o  and  D a n i .  H e  was  w i t h  D a n i  a t  
t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  a l l  m o r n i n g ;  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  
h e  was  a t  Commodore S u s a n t o ' s  h o u s e ,  w h e r e  he is r e p o r t e d  
t o  haye  s p e n t  most of t h e  a f t e r n o o n  " r e s t i n g  and  s l e e p i n g , "  
a m a z i n g  a s  t h a t  m i g h t  seem u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  H e  
d i d  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  a i r b a s e  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a f t e r  
a l l  hope  f o r  t h e  c o u p  was g o n e .  

I n  no s e n s e  was S u k a r n o  a p r i s o n e r  of t h e  c o u p  g r o u p  
w h i l e  h e  was a t  Hal im.  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  seems t o  h a v e  - 
b e e n  v e r y  much his own f r ee  a g e n t  from t h e  t i m e  t h a t  h e  
w e n t  t o  Hal im a t  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  t o  t h e  moment t h a t :  h e  
d e c i d e d  to l e a v e  f o r  Bogor .  H i s  complete i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  
a c t i o n  was c l e a r  f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  s e n t  h i s  own emis- 
s a r i e s  b a c k  and  f o r t h  from Halim i n t o  D j a k a r t a  a l l  d a y  l o n g .  
He was a l s o  f r e e  t o  u s e  t h e  c o u p - c o n t r o l l e d  r a d i o  t o  b road-  
c a s t  a P r e s i d e n t i a l  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  
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- T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  c o u p  d e p e n d e d  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  was e x p e c t e d  t o  make .  T h e r e  is abso- 
l u t e l y  n o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  f u l l y  e x p e c t e d  t h e  .- 
P r e s i d e n t  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p .  His 
e n d o r s e m e n t  of t h e  c o u p  w a s  t h e  o n e  s t r a t e g i c  c a l c u l a t i o n  
t h a t  made s e n s e  of t h e  c o u p .  The  m i l i t a r y  o d d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
success of U n t u n g ' s  move o n  1 O c t o b e r  were o v e r w h e l m i n g .  
A i d i t ,  w i t h  h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  good s e n s e  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  w o u l d  
n e v e r  h a v e  r i s k e d  s u c h  o d d s .  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  
t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n ;  h i s  e n d o r s e m e n t  
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e n o u g h  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  success of t h e  c o u p .  

If t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  made one s e r i o u s  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n ,  
i t  was i n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  c o u n t  o n  S u k a r n o ,  i n  a 
crisis, i f  a n y t h i n g  w e n t  w r o n g .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  seem n e v e r  
t o  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a n y t h i n g  g o i n g  w r o n g ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e i r  f a i l i n g  t o  c a p t u r e  a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  a n d  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  o n  S u k a r n o .  A t  o t h e r  times of 
n a t i o n a l  c r i s i s ,  s u c h  a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of I n d o n e s i a ' s  I n d e -  
p e n d e n c e ,  S u k a r n o  had d i s p l a y e d  a c o n s p i c u o u s  l a c k  of 
c o u r a g e .  The c o u p  l e a d e r s  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  p l a n  f o r  j u s t  
s u c h  a t h i n g  h a p p e n i n g  a g a i n .  

. .  

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  know j u s t  w h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  S u k a r n o  
t o  b a c k  o u t  on  t h e  c o u p  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 1 O c t o b e r .  
C e r t a i n l y ,  N a s u t i o n ' s  e s c a p e  was o n e  f a c t o r .  S u k a r n o  w a s  
a l e r t e d . t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  had  e s c a p e d  v e r y  
e a r l y  i d  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  before  t h e  c o u p  l e a d e r s  
a t  H a l i m  A i r  Force B a s e  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  l e d  t h e m  
t o  s u s p e c t  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h e y  had  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  g e n -  
e r a l s  had b e e n  c a p t u r e d .  S u k a r n o  s p e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  m o r n i n g  
t r y i n g  t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  N a s u t i a n  h a d  e s c a p e d .  
He  k e p t  r e c e i v i n g  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h u s ,  h e  was 
f o r c e d  t o  make many of t h e  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n s  cif t h e  d a y  i n  
a s t a t e  of u n c e r t a i n t y ,  n o t  k n o w i n g  f o r  s u r e  w h e t h e r  Nasu-  
t i o n  h a d  e s c a p e d  o r  no t .  T h e  w h o l e  e f f e c t  seems t o  h a v e  
b e e n  t o  t h r o w  him o f f - b a l a n c e .  I t  w a s  n o t  t h a t  N a s u t i o n ' s  
e s c a p e  w a s  a l l  t h a t  d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  t h e  c o u p .  I t  is d o u b t -  
f u l  t h a t  S u k a r n o  would  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a m a j o r  d i s a s t e r  
a n d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  dec ided  t o  c a l l  o f f  t h e  c o u p  s i m p l y  
b e c a u s e  of i t .  
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  t h e o r y ,  i t  was t h e  m u r d e r  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s  t h a t  c a u s e d  S u k a r n o  t o  p u l l  back .  T h e r e  is a 
g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  of o p i n i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  S u k a r n o  - 
knew t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  would be k i l l e d ,  a s s u m i n g  of c o u r s e  
t h a t  h e  knew and  a p p r o v e d  of t h e  p l a n s  t o  a r r e s t  t h e  gen -  
e r a l s .  The m a i n  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  h e  would n e v e r  
h a v e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  murde r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  is t h a t  i t  was 
n o t  h i s  s t y l e  of d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s .  The  
p r i s o n s  i n  I n d o n e s i a  were f u l l  of S u k a r n o ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
o p p o n e n t s ,  b u t  h e  had n e v e r  e x e c u t e d  anyone  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
r e a s o n s ,  and  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  c o n v i c t e d  of 
t r y i n g  t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  him. I f  S u k a r n o  was  s u r p r i s e d  a n d / o r  
s h o c k e d  b y . t h e  murde r  of t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  h e  c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  
showed i t ,  e i t h e r  on  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p  or a f t e r w a r d s .  
I n  f a c t ,  h i s  w h o l e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  murde r  of t h e  gen-  
e r a l s  was o n e  of u n b e l i e v a b l e  c a l l o u s n e s s .  T h a t ,  a s  much 
a s  a n y t h i n g  e l se  h e  d i d  o r  s a i d  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  t u r n e d  t h e  
Army and  t h e  n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  him. 

off  ' t h e  movement was t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  r e c o v e r y  of t h e  Army f rom 
t h e  s t u n n i n g  l o s s  of s i x  of its t o p  g e n e r a l s .  Here a g a i n ,  
N a s u t i o n ' s  e s c a p e  was n o t  t h e  c r u c i a l  f a c t o r .  I t  was  Gen. 
S u h a r t o ,  n o t  N a s u t i o n ,  w h o  was  t h e  h e r o  of t h e  d a y ,  i n  
r a l l y i n g  t h e  armed forces  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o u p .  I t  c o u l d  n e v e r  
have  b e e n  f o r e s e e n  t h a t  S u h a r t o ,  known a s  a s t r o n g  and  
c a p a b l e  o f f i c e r  b u t  o b v i o u s l y  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  a s  a l e a d e r ,  
would  s o  q u i c k l y  and  e f f e c t i v e l y  t a k e  command of t h e  Army 
i n  a crisis s i t u a t i o n .  I t  was  h i s  r a l l y i n g  of t h e  Army 
a g a i n s t  t h e  c o u p  t h a t  seems t o  h a v e  f r i g h t e n e d  S u k a r n o  most. 
A s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had n e v e r  b e e n  known f o r  
h i s  p h y s i c a l  c o u r a g e .  When i t  l o o k e d  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  Army 
was  about  t o  a t t a c k  Hal im A i r  Force B a s e ,  S u k a r n o  a p p a r -  
e n t l y  l o s t  h i s  n e r v e .  H e  d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  mak ing  t h e  p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c o u p  t h a t  h e  had o b v i o u s l y  
i n t e n d e d  t o  make;  he f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  movement 
a l t o g e t h e r ;  h e  c a l l e d  i n  S u p a r d j o  t o  t e l l  him of h i s  d e c i -  
s i o n .  

P r o b a b l y  t h e  ma in  f a c t o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  S u k a r n o  tQ c a l l  
. .  . .  

I t  is q u i t e  c l e a r  now t h a t  t h e  coup l e a d e r s  f e l t  them- 
s e l v e s  b e t r a y e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  I t  is d e b a t a b l e  w h e t h e r  
t h e  c o u p  would  have  succeeded o r  f a i l e d  i f  S u k a r n o  had n o t  
backed  o u t  on  t h e  coup .  Q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  the c o u p  l e a d e r s  
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- h a d  m i s c a l c u l a t e d  o n  o n e  t h i n g :  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  Army 
t o  t h e  loss  of its t o p  command. T h a t  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n  was 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a f a t a l  o n e ,  however .  If S u k a r n o  h a d  n o t  - 
d e s e r t e d  t h e  c o u p  b u t  had  s p o k e n  o u t  i n  d e f e n s e  of t h e  
a c t i o n  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s ,  a s  w a s  p l a n n e d ,  i t  is 
n o t  a t  a l l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  S u h a r t o  w o u l d  h a v e  S t o o d  u p  t o  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  S u k a r n o  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  c a r r i e d  t h e  
d a y  fo r  t h e  c o u p ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  Army w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  
l e a d e r l e s s ,  p a r a l y z e d  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  p l a n n e r s  had  
f i g u r - e d  i t  w o u l d  be. T h u s ,  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  
p r o b a b l y  a good be t  t o  s u c c e e d - - i f  e v e r y t h i n g  had g o n e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  A c t u a l l y ,  n o t  e v e r y t h i n g  had  t o  go 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  N e i t h e r  t h e  m i s t a k e  i n  n o t  c a p t u r i n g  
N a s u t i o n  n o r  t h e  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n  of t h e  Army 's  r e s p o n s e  
were c r u c i a l .  T h e  c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  w a s  S u k a r n o .  T h e  s u c -  
cess of t h e ' c o u p  d e p e n d e d  o n  h im.  When t h e  cow l e a d e r s  
f a i l e d  t o  ge t  h i s  s u p p o r t ,  t h e i r  c a u s e  s u d d e n l y  became hope- 
less .  T h e i r  f a t a l  m i s t a k e  had b e e n  t o  t r u s t  e v e r y t h i n g  
t o  S u k a r n o .  

' I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  j u s t  why t h e  PKI 
s h o u l d  h a v e  r i s k e d  e v e r y t h i n g  o n  a c o u p  of PKI m a k i n g  
w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  d e p e n d e d  o n  S u k a r n o ,  n o t  
t h e  PKI. A l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y ,  A i d i t  w o u l d  not h a v e  r i s k e d  
a n  a c t i o n  l i k e  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement w i t h o u t  S u k a r n o ' s  
e x p r e s s  a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e h a n d .  A s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  t h e r e  is 
g o o d  evcjdence t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  
c o u p  p l a n s  a h e a d  of t i m e .  A l t h o u g h  h e  may n o t  h a v e  known 
a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  ( for  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  seems t o  h a v e  beell 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  U n t u n g  was c h o s e n  t o  l e a d  t h e  m o v e m e n t ) ,  
h e  o b v i o u s l y  knew a l o t  a b o u t  t h e  p l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h a t  
was e x p e c t e d  of him.  H e  had a s p e c i f i c  r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  
t h e  c o u p ,  w h i c h  h a d  been p l a n n e d  w e l l  i n  a d v a n c e ;  t h e  PKT 
seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  he  would  d o  e x a c t l y  
w h a t  w a s  e x p e c t e d  of him.  

A i d i t ' s  s u p r e m e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  S u k a r n o ' s  commitment  
t o  t h e  c o u p  may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  b a s e d  o n  more t h a n  S u k a r n o ' s  
a p p r o v a l  of PKI p l a n s  fo r  a c o u p ;  A i d i t  may a c t u a l l y  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a c o u p  o n  S u k a r n o ' s  
b e h a l f .  A p u r g e  of t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p ,  w h i c h  is w h a t  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  i n t e n d e d ,  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  
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- t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of S u k a r n o ' s  p o l i c i e s  i n  1965. I n  a s e r i e s  
of b o l d  moves a g a i n s t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  l a t e  1 9 6 4  and  e a r l y  
1965, he  had s u c c e e d e d  i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  a l l  e f f e c t i v e  c e n t e r s  

begun  t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e  Army; i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and  summer, 
h e  was a b l e  t o  push  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  reforms t h a t  had  t h e  
e f f e c t  of u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  Army a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i t i c a l  
force.  However,  t h e  Army had s t o o d  f i r m  a g a i n s t  t w o  pro-  
p o s a l s  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l  b u t  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  It a s  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  power i n  I n d o n e s i a :  t h e  " f i f t h  force'' c o n c e p t  
a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  commissar s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  bo th  S u k a r n o  and  
t h e  PKI were p r e s s i n g  on t h e  Army. S u k a r n o  may w e l l  have  
d e c i d e d  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  was  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  Army l e a d e r -  
s h i p  t h e  Army was  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  g i v e  i n  o n  t h e  m a t t e r  of 
t h e  " f i f t h  force'' and  t h e  e v e n  more c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m a t t e r  
of i n t r o d u c i n g  Nasakom c o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  command s t r u c t u r e  
of t h e  Army. I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h e  may have  begun  t o  t h i n k  
of p u r g i n g  t h e  Army l e a d e r s h i p ,  a s  h e  had p u r g e d  t h e  PNI 
l e a d e r s h i p .  

. T h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  a c t u a l l y  w e n t  
t o  t h e  l e n g t h s  o f  f a b r i c a t i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Army i n  j u s t i f y i n g  a move a g a i n s t  t h e  g e n e r a l s .  
I t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  p r o v e d  who f o r g e d  t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r ,  
wh ich  was  u s e d  by S u k a r n o  a s  e v i d e n c e  of Army p l o t t i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  gove rnmen t  and  Army i n t r i g u e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  
e n e m i e s  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  s t a t e .  However ,  t h e  w e i g h t  of 
t h e  e b i d e n c e  p o i n t s  t o  S u b a n d r i o  a n d  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  B P I ,  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
f o r g e r y ;  almost c e r t a i n l y ,  s u c h  a n  o p e r a t i o n  would have  
had S u k a r n o ' s  a p p r o v a l .  I t  is poss ib l e  t h a t  S u k a r n o  and  
t h e  BPI were a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  a 
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  and  its a l l e g e d  p l o t t i n g  f o r  a c o u p .  
The  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  about  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  o r i g i n a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  BPI. 

of o p p o s i t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h e  Army. I n  Apr i l  1965, h e  had .. 

T h e r e  was  enough  t r u t h  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  a Gen- 
e r a l s '  C o u n c i l ,  however ,  t h a t  o n e  m u s t  a l s o  l e a v e  open  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  S u k a r n o  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l o t t i n g  h i s  o v e r t h r o w .  S i n c e  
J a n u a r y  1965, Gen. Yan i  and  four  o f  h i s  most t r u s t e d  
a d v i s e r s  i n  t h e  Army had b e e n  meeting t o g e t h e r  i n  secret  
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t o  d i s c u s s  ways o f  r e s i s t i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  moves t o  d e s t r o y  
t h e  Army as a p o l i t i c a l  force opposed  t o  t h e  r a d i c a l  

e x i s t e n c e  of a G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  were t r u e .  However,  
t h e r e  seems t o  h a v e  been  no  t r u t h  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
t h e  g e n e r a l s  were p l a n n i n g  a coup ;  t h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  t h e y  were p l a n n i n g  a n y t h i n g  more t h a n  d e f e n s i v e  
measu res  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  e f f o r t s  of S u k a r n o  and  t h e  PKI 
t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  Army as a p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r .  

movement t o  t h e  left. T h u s ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  about t h e  .- 

As o n e  m i g h t  e x p e c t ,  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  
c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e  t o  l i n k  S u k a r n o  w i t h  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of 
t h e  c o u p .  About  t h e  o n l y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  there  is c o n s i s t s  
of (1) a c o n v e r s a t i o n  of S u k a r n o  w i t h  Cen. A d j i e  i n  J u l y  
1965  i n  w h i c h  S u k a r n o  i n  r epor t ed  t o  have  p romised  A d j i e  
t h a t  h e  c o u l d  have  Y a n i ' s  job a s  Commander of t h e  Army i f  
h e  h e l p e d  p r e s e r v e  order  " d u r i n g  t h e  t r y i n g  p e r i o d  a f t e r  
Yani  and  t h e  o ther  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  Army were a r r e s t e d , "  
(2) t h e  secret  m e e t i n g  of S u k a r n o  w i t h  Dan i  o n  t h e  morn- 
i n g  of 29 S e p t e m b e r ,  w h i c h  is t h o u g h t  t o  have  been  t h e  
o c c a s i o n  of D a n i ' s  t e l l i n g  S u k a r n o  of A i d i t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
s t a g e  t h e  c o u p  o n  30 S e p t e m b e r ,  (3) s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  of 
S u k a r n o  v i t h  A i d i t  t h e  l a s t  week i n  Sep tember ,  and  (4 )  a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  of S u k a r n o  w i t h  e n .  Sugandh i  o n  30 September, 
i n  w h i c h  S u g a n d h i  a sked  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  d i r e c t l y  i f  i t  was 
t r u e ,  a s  A i d i t  had t o l d  h i m ,  t h a t  S u k a r n o  knew a b o u t  t h e  
p l a n s  of t h e  PKI t o  s t a g e  a coup; S u k a r n o  t o l d  S u g a n d h i  
n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  too much, t o  "go  home and  be c a r e f u l . "  
On t h e  b a s i s  of Gen. S u g a n d h i ' s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  S u k a r n o ,  
N a s u t i o n  s t a t e d  u n e q u i v o c a b l y ,  i n  p u b l i c ,  on  13 F e b r u a r y  
1967 t h a t  " t h e  P r e s i d e n t  g a v e  t h e  coup h i s  b l e s s i n g  and  
a s s i s t a n c e . "  Because  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  is w e l l  documen ted ,  
i t  is p r o b a b l y  t h e  most c o n v i n c i n g  p i e c e  of e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
(1) S u k a r n o  knew i n  a d v a n c e  t h a t  a PKI coup w o u l d  t a k e  
p l a c e ,  (2) t h a t  h e  was g i v e n  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of w h a t  
t h e  coup i n v o l v e d ,  and  (3) t h a t  h e  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  p l a n .  

-2 l lh -  



- C h i n e s e  I n v o l v e m e n t  -- A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c o u p ,  many 
p e o p l e - - i n c l u d i n g  most of t h e  Communist l e a d e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  
w o r l d - - l e a p e d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  m u s t  have  
b e e n  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  .- 

Maoist precept, t h e  PKI had seemed c lose t o  t a k i n g  power; 
s u d d e n l y ,  its l e a d e r s  had a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  p e r s u a d e d  by  
Mao t o  r i s k  a l l  and lose a l l  i n  a r e t u r n  t o  v i o l e n c e .  

c o u p .  After y e a r s  of p a t i e n t  t a c t i c s ,  owing  l i t t l e  t o  . _  

T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  i n e s c a p a b l e  f a c t s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  were a t  l e a s t  a w a r e  of P K I  p l a n n i n g  fo r  
a c o u p ,  t h o u g h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  is a l l  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l .  T h e r e  
is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a g e  t h e  c o u p  was  t a k e n  
w i t h i n  a f e w  d a y s  of A i d i t ' s  h a v i n g  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  
l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g  and  S u k a r n o ' s  h a v i n g  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  
C h i n e s e  Fore ig r '  M i n i s t e r  (Chen Y i )  i n  D j a k a r t a .  T h e r e  is 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  s e n t  A i r  Force Commander D a n i  o n  a 
secret  m i s s i o n  t o  Communist Ch ina  i n  mid-September  t o  a r -  
r a n g e  f o r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s h i p m e n t  of a q u a n t i t y  of s m a l l  
a r m s  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  had p romised  t o  s e n d  S u k a r n o .  W h e t h e r  
or  not t h e  C h i n e s e  were in fo rmed  of t h e  r e a s o n  fo r  S u k a r n o ' s  
w a n t i n g  t h e  arms i m m e d i a t e l y  is u n c e r t a i n .  W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
a n y  of t h e  arms s h i p m e n t s  t h a t  D a n i  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e  
C h i n e s e  o f f i c i a l s  a r r i v e d  i n  I n d o n e s i a  before t h e  coup is 
a l s o  u n c e r t a i n .  However,  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r e  known t o  have  
s e n t  arms t o  I n d o n e s i a  p r i o r  t o  September. Some C h i n e s e  
arms, w h e t h e r  t h e y  were t h o s e  s e n t  before  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  
m o n t h ' o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  were u s e d  i n  t h e  coup--by t h e  PKI 
v o l u n t e e r  t roops  t h a t  had r e c e i v e d  a q u i c k  c o u r s e  i n  m i l i -  
t a r y  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o u p .  

C h i n e s e  were i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g  i n  I n d o n e s i a .  
N o r m a l l y ,  t h e  PKI would be e x p e c t e d  t o  s e n d  a n  impressive 
d e l e g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  someone of P o l i t b u r o  r a n k ,  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Day C e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  Ch ina  o n  1 O c t o b e r .  On t h e  
o c c a s i o n  of Na t iona l  Day 1965, however ,  A i d i t  s e n t  a 10-man 
d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t - r a n k i n g  member of w h i c h  was S i d i k  
K e r t a p a t i ,  a n o t  v e r y  w e l l  known member of t h e  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee .  H e  was o b v i o u s l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
a r i s i n g  from t h e  c o u p  i n  w a n t i n g  t o  have  a l l  PKI P o l i t b u r o  
members i n  I n d o n e s i a  a r o u n d  t h e  e n d  of September. P r e s u m a b l y ,  
t h e  PKI g a v e  t h e  C h i n e s e  some e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s e n d i n g  

T h e r e  is o n e  o ther  f a c t  t h a t  suggests  t h a t  t h e  

. .  
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s u c h  a l o w  l e v e l  d e l e g a t i o n .  T h e y  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  
come u p  w i t h  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t e l l i n g  

C h i n e s e  were i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  i t .  
t h e  C h i n e s e  a b o u t  t h e  c o u p ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  .- 

... 

T h e r e  is n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
PKI i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  w h i c h  f i n a l l y  l e d  t o  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
c o u p .  W e  know t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p r i v a t e l y  u r g i n g  other  A s i a n  
Communist  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965 t o  u n d e r t a k e  c e r t a i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of a c o v e r t  a p p a r a t u s  t h a t  w o u l d  be t r a i n e d  a n d  r e a d y  t o  
e n g a g e  i n  s p e c i f i c  a c t s  of v i o l e n c e  a t  a n y  t i m e .  ~t seems 
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  had  i n f l u e n c e d  A i d i t  t o  s e t  u p  t h e  
S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  i n  November 1 9 6 4 ;  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  h a d  a f a i r l y  
good idea  of t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  f o r  
o r g a n i z i n g  ' a n  a c t i o n  l i k e  t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  movement .  T h e  
C h i n e s e  w o u l d  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  PIC1 p l a n s  
f o r  t h e  c o u p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  w a s  p l a n n e d  t o  h a v e  S u k a r n o ' s  
e n d o r s e m e n t .  I t  may be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  more of 
a n  u r b a n  p u t s c h  t h a n  t h e  k i n d  of r u r a l - b a s e d  armed t a k e -  
o v e r  of power t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  a d v o c a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  c o n s e q u -  
e n t l y  i t  was n o t  t h e  k i n d  of a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  CCP w o u l d  h a v e  
recommended t o  t h e  PKI. A c t u a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o u p  w a s  
n e v e r  t h o u g h t  of a s  a move t o  seize power from S u k a r n o .  
I t  w a s  a p u r g e  of t h e  t o p  Army l e a d e r s h i p ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  
C h i n e s e  p r e s u m a b l y  would  be v e r y  much i n  s y m p a t h y .  If t h e  
CCP h a d  h a d  a n y  q u a l m s  a t  a l l ,  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  
q u e s t i o n ' \ o f  how f a r  S u k a r n o  w a s  t o  be t r u s t e d  b y  t h e  PKI. 

C h i n e s e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o u p  w a s ,  of c o u r s e ,  made 
v e r y  c l e a r  a f t e r  t h e  c o u p .  T h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  
t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  news of t h e  coup w i t h  " o b v i o u s  glee;" 
t h e y  were r e p o r t e d l y  " v e r y  smug" i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  news t o  
t h e  v a r i o u s  I n d o n e s i a n  d e l e g a t i o n s  v i s i t i n g  i n  P e k i n g  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  (The  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  names of t h e  
g e n e r a l s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  "captured"- -and  i n c l u d e d  N a s u t i o n  
among them--before t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  of t h e  m i s s i n g  g e n e r a l s  
had b e e n  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  o v e r  t h e  I n d o -  
n e s i a n  r a d i o  h a s  b e e n  c i ted  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h i -  
n e s e  were a w a r e  of t h e  p l o t  i n  a d v a n c e  a n d  t h o u g h t  from 
e a r l y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l . )  
When l a t e r  news  was r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  w a s  a f a i l u r e ,  
P e k i n g ' s  s h o r t - l i v e d  e x u b e r a n c e  q u i c k l y  t u r n e d  t o  gloom 

. . . . . ,- . . . .  
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a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  m a i n t a i n e d  a d i s c r e e t  s i l e n c e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
of t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p  f o r  many d a y s .  I n  a l l  of t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  coup--such  a s  t h e  f a m o u s  f l a g  i n c i d e n t ,  
i n  w h i c h  t h e  C h i n e s e  r e f u s e d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  g o v e r n -  
m e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a l l  f o r e i g n  embassies i n  D j a k a r t a  f l y  . 
t h e i r  f l a g s  a t  h a l f  m a s t  i n  h o n o r  of t h e  d e a d  g e n e r a l s - - t h e  
C h i n e s e  were a b s o l u t e l y  u n e q u i v o c a l  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of 
t h e  c o u p ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  b y  t h e n  a hope le s s  c a u s e  a n d  
t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  of i t  o n l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
w o r s e n i n g  of C h i n e s e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  new I n d o n e s i a n  
g o v e r  me n t. 

I n  summary ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  C h i n e s e  may h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  
of t h e  c o u p  p l a n s  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  v e r y  much i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  
t h e m ,  there is n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  m a s t e r m i n d e d  
t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  c o u p .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  is t h a t  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  of t h e  c o u p  w a s  d o n e  b y  A i d i t  a n d  Sjam. I t  
w o u l d  seem u n l i k e l y ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  were i n f o r m e d  
of spec i f i c  d e t a i l s  of t h e  c o u p  p l a n n i n g ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  t i m i n g  
of t h e  c o u p .  T h e r e  p r o b a b l y  w a s  n o t  t h e  t i m e  or  t h e  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  C h i n e s e  of t h e  d a t e  s e t  f o r  t h e  coup 
w i t h m t  r i s k  t o  t h e  s e c r e c y  of t h e  p l a n s .  T h e  f i n a l  d e c i -  
s i o n  o n  t h e  t i m i n g  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  made b y  A i d i t  o n  t h e  
e v e n i n g  of t h e  2 8 t h  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d -  
e r s  of t h e  c o u p  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  o n l y  a l i t t l e  more t h a n  24 
h o u r s  before t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  c o u p .  I t  is q u e s t i o n a b l e  
t h a t  A i d i t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  t h e  C h i n e s e  t h e  e x a c t  t i m i n g  
of t h e ' c o u p ,  a n y w a y ,  f o r  s e c u r i t y  a n d  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  T h e r e  
is some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  were a c t u a l l y  c a u g h t  
b y  s u r p r i s e  o n  t h e  d a y  of t h e  c o u p .  Mao made  some r e m a r k s  
t o  a g r o u p  of v i s i t i n g  I n d o n e s i a n  o f f i c i a l s  o n  30 S e p t e m b e r  
t h a t  i t  seems h e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  made i f  h e  h a d  known t h a t  
t h e  c o u p  would  be s t a g e d  t h a t  v e r y  m i g h t ,  s i n c e ,  u n d e r  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h i s  r e m a r k s  c o u l d  be t a k e n  t o  i m p l y  C h i n e s e  
f o r e k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  c o u p .  

On t h e  m a t t e r  of C h i n e s e  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  
is s i m p l y  n o t  c o n c l u s i v e ,  much less so t h a n  i t  is o n  o t h e r  
aspec ts  of t h e  c o u p .  T h i s  a m b i g u i t y  is u n l i k e l y  t o  c h a n g e  
u n l e s s  a n d  u n t i l  i n f o r m a t i o n  is o b t a i n e d  o n  A i d i t ' s  c o n v e r -  
s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n  P e k i n g  in e a r l y  A u g u s t  1965 
or  o n  D a n i ' s  secret  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  C h i m e s e  i n  Septem-  
ber. 
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- APPENDIX I 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

.- 

F a l l  1 9 6 4  - E a r l y  1965 - - .  - S u k a r n o  s t e p s  u p  c a m p a i g n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  e f f e c t i v e  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i m  i n  1 . d o n e s i a .  B a n n i n g  of BPS ... 
B a n n i n g  of Murba P a r t y  . . .  B a n n i n g  of O p p o s i t i o n  
N e w s p a p e r s  . . .  R e t o o l i n g  of ' 4 5  G e n e r a t i o n  ... P u r g i n g  
of PNI. 

November 1964 
PKI S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  f o u n d e d  b y  A i d i t .  S j a m  a p p o i n t e d  
a s  C h i e f .  

J a n u a r y  1965 
G e n e r a l  Y a n i  a n d  4 o t h e r  s e n i o r  g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  
Army b e g i n  t o  meet t o g e t h e r  in secret  t o  d i s c u s s  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  W i t h i n  t h e  
Army, t h e  g r o u p  is known as " G e n e r a l  Y a n i ' s  
b r a i n t r u s t " ;  i t  is referred t o  by t h e  PKI a s  t h e  
" G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  . l l  

Chou E n - l a i  first p r e s e n t s  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  " f i f t h  
force" ( t r a i n i n g  a n d  a r m i n g  p e a s a n t s  a n d  w o r k e r s )  
t o  S u b a n d r i o  i n  P e k i n g .  A i d i t  b e g i n s  t o  p r e s s u r e  
S u k a r n o  o n  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  " f i f t h  force." 

25 March 1965 
S u k a r n o  first s p e a k s  of I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
" s o c i a l i s t  s tage ."  

A p r i l  1965 
S u k a r n o  o r d e r s  t h e  Army t o  "get i n t o  s t e p  w i t h  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . "  
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- May 1965 
s u k a r n o  p r o p o s e s  Nasakom a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  

first time i n  a s p e e c h  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  
I n s t i t u t e .  H e  o r d e r s  t h e  D e f e n s e  I n s t i t u t e  t o  . 
be p l a c e d  u n d e r  c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l  a n d  pro-Communis t  
c o u r s e s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  

Army a n d  m e n t i o n s  i d e a  of " f i f t h  force" f o r  t h e  .. 

. .  

A i d i t  a s k s  S jam t o  d e v e l o p  a p l a n  of o p e r a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  

hf id-May 1965 
A i d i t  m e n t i o n s  t h e  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l  t o  a m e e t i n g  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  T e l l s  
P o l i t b u r o  t h a t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  G i l c h r i s t  
L e t t e r  t e n d s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  
G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  

23-26 May 1965 
C e l e b r a t i o n  of PKI 4 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y .  S u k a r n o  l e n d s  
h i s  f u l l  p res t ige  t o  t h e  e v e n t  a n d  p a y s  g r e a t  
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  P K I  i n  a s p e e c h  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  

26 May 1965 
' S u k a r n o  c o n f r o n t s  t h e  A r m y  w i t h  t h e  " d i s c o v e r y "  
of t h e  G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  

26 J u n e  1965 
A i d i t  l e a v e s  I n d o n e s i a  o n  s i x - w e e k  t r i p  t o  USSR 
a n d  Communist  C h i n a .  

30 J u n e  1965 
A i r  Force M i n i s t e r / C o m m a n d e r  D a n i  e n d o r s e s  i d e a  
of " f i f t h  force.  'I  
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- J u l y  1965 
S u k a r n o  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  G e n e r a l  
A d j i e ,  Commander of t h e  West J a v a  D i v i s i o n  of t h e  
Army, i n  w h i c h  h e  promises A d j i e  h e  c a n  h a v e  Y a n i ' s  
j o b  a s  Commander of t h e  Army a f t e r  " Y a n i  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  g e n e r a l s  a r e  a r r e s t e d . "  

E a r l y  J u l y  1965 
S u b a n d r i o  m a k e s  1st p u b l i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of " d i s -  

i n  C a i r o .  
- c o v e r y "  of G i l c h r i s t  L e t t e r  a t  press c o n f e r e n c e  

7-29 J u l y  1965 
A i d i t  i n  Moscow for t a l k s  w i t h  K0sygj.n a n d  S u s l o v .  

26 J u l y  1965 
S u k a r n o  s p e a k s  a g a i n  of I n d o n e s i a ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  

' t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  s tage"  i n  a s p e e c h  a t  t h e  PNI 
- a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n .  

29 J u l y  - 6 A u g u s t  1965 
A i d i t  i n  Communist  C h i n a  for t a l k s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  
l e a d e r s .  

E a r l y  A u g u s t  1965 
Chen Y i  p r e s s e s  s u b j e c t  of " f i f t h  force" o n  S u k a r n o .  

3 A u g u s t  1965 
S u k a r n o  t a k e n  s i c k .  Summons A i d i t  t o  r e t u r n  home 
i m m e d i a t e l y .  

6 A u g u s t  1965 
S u k a r n o  still  i n  b e d .  
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7 Augus t  1 9 6 5  
A i d i t  a r r i v e s  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  i n  t h e  company of 
t w o  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  b r o u g h t  a l o n g  t c  t r e a t  
S u k a r n o .  

9 Augus t  1965 
S u k a r n o  o u t  of b e d .  V i s i t e d  b y  A i d i t  a n d  two 
C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s .  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  of o p i n i o n  t h a t  

" p a r a l y z e  or  k i l l  h i m . "  
- a n o t h e r  a t t a c k  o f  S u k a r n o ' s  k i d n e y  d i s e a s e  wou ld  

13 A u g u s t  1965 
A i d i t  d i s c u s s e s  S u k a r n o ' s  i l l n e s s  a t  P o l i t b u r o  
m e e t i n g .  Ra i ses  s u b j e c t  of G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  
a g a i n .  

Greater  D j a k a r t a  C o m m i t t e e  of P K I  i s s u e s  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  o n  " p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  be made i n  a n t i -  
c i p a t i o n  of p o s s i b l e  d e a t h  o r  i n c a p a c i t a t i o n  of 
S u k a r n o  - " 

1 7  A u g u s t  1965 
Sukarno-men t ions  i d e a  of " f i f t h  

, t i m e  i n  p u b l i c  i n  s p e e c h  on  N a t  
Army g e n e r a l s .  

force" f o r  first 
o n a l  Day. A t t a c r s  

28 A u g u s t  1965 
A i d i t  c o n v i n c e s  P o l i t b u r o  of need  f o r  prompt a c t i o n .  
D e c i s i o n  is made t o  l a u n c h  a m i l i t a r y  movement 
a g a i n s t  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l .  The p l a n n i n g  f o r  
t h e  coup is e n t r u s t e d  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l  B u r e a u .  

L a t e  Augus t  1965 
S u k a r n o  cance1 .s  p l a n s  for a t r i p  t o  Vienna  i n  e a r l y  
S e p t e m b e r  f o r  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  C l a i m s  " i n t e r n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i l l  n o t  p e r m i t  him t o  be 
a b s e n t  from t h e  c o u n t r y . "  
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- 1 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
S u k a r n o  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  Police " R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
D o c t r i n e "  R a l l y ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  t e l l s  Y a n i  t h a t  
" t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  c r u s h  you ( t h e  Army)." 

E a r l y  S e p t e m b e r  1965 
S u k a r n o  s p e e c h  t o  PSI1 C o n g r e s s  i n  w h i c h  h e  
i d e n t i f i e s  himself w i t h  1926 P K I  r e v o l t .  

2 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
S u b a n d r i o  a t t a c k s  Army i n  s p e e c h  i n  Menado. 

4 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
U n t u n g  is c o n t a c t e d  b y  PKI S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  a n d  
t o l d  t o  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g  o n  6 September. 
a n d  P o n o  of PKI S p e c i a l  B u r e a u  c o n t a c t  L a t i e f ,  
who is a l s o  t o l d  t o  a t t e n d  m e e t i n g  o n  6 S e p t e m b e r ,  

Sjarn 

6 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
F i r s t  " g e t - a c q u a i n t e d "  m e e t i n g  of m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  c o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  U n t u n g ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  
Sjam, P o n o ,  S i g i t ,  a n d  W a h j u d i .  

'1  

7 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
U n t u n g  r e c r u i t s  D u l  Arief f o r  c o u p  a c t i v i t i e s .  

8 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
PKI p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  D j a k a r t a  t o l d ' t o  p r o v i d e  
c e r t a i n  number of v o l u n t e e r s  for  r u s h  m i l i t a r y  
t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  a t  Lubang B u a j a ,  t o  be c o n d u c t e d  
b y  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  A i r  Force. 

9 September 1965 
S e c o n d  m e e t i n g  of c o u p  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  U n t u n g ,  
L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S j a m ,  P o n o ,  S i g i t ,  a n d  W a h j u d i .  
Sjam d i s c u s s e s  PKI p l a n s  f o r  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l .  
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- 9 Sep tember  1965 ( c o n ' t )  
S u b a n d r i o  a t t a c k s  Army i n  speech to a s t u d e n t  
g a t h e r i n g  . 
A i d i t  r e f e r s  t o  " c h i l d  who w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  be ' 

born"  ( a p p a r e n t  a l l u s i o n  t o  b i r t h  of s o c i a l i s m  
i n  I n d o n e s i a )  i n  s p e e c h  t o  women v o l u n t e e r s  o f  
M i n i s t r y  of In fo rma  t i o n .  

11-18 Sep tember  1965 
Communist v o l u n t e e r s  r e c e i v e  one-week m i l i t a r y  
t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  a t  Lubang B u a j a .  S u j o n o  i n  c h a r g e  
of t r a i n i n g .  

13 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
T h i r d  m e e t i n g  of c o u p  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  Un tung ,  
L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S jam,  Pono,  and  S i g i t .  D i s c u s -  
s i o n  o f  t r o o p s  a n d  t h e  r o l e  of S u k a r n o  i n  t h e  

" t h e  g r e a t  l e a d e r  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  ( S u k a r n o )  
h a s  h i s  own ro le  t o  p l a y . "  

*. coup. Sjam t e l l s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  t h a t  

S u k a r n o  p r e s e n t s  A i d i t  w i t h  o r d e r  of Mahapu t ra  
S t a r  i n  ce remony  a t  t h e  p a l a c e .  

I 

15 September 1965 
Untung meets w i t h  Major  S u k i r n o ,  Commander o f  
4 5 4 t h  B a t t a ' . i o n  o f  C e n t r a l  J a v a  D i v i s i o n  of 
Army, who a s s u r e s  Untung of t h e  u s e  o f  h i s  
t roops  i n  t h e  c o u p .  

A i d i t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c o u p  i n  s p e e c h  t o  N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  of A l l - I n d o n e s i a  F e d e r a t i o n  of L a b o r  
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  (SOBSI). 

16-19 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
A i r  Force Minis te r /Commander  Dan i  i n  Communist  

. .,. .. . .  

C h i n a  o n  secret  m i s s i o n  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o .  
On ly  A i d i t  and  S u b a n d r i o  i n f o r m e d  of t r i p .  
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- 18-25 September 1965 
S e c o n d  c o u r s e  i n  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n c r  g i v e n  a t  - -  
L u b a n g  B u a j a  t o  a n o t h e r  is00 Communis t  
v o l u n t e e r s .  

19 September 1965 
F o u r t h  m e e t i n g  of c o u p  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  U n t u n g ,  
L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  Sjam, a n d  P o n o .  Sjam n a m e s  

U n t u n g  a s  l e a d e r  of t h e  c o u p .  
- G e n e r a l s  who a r e  t o  be v i c t i m s  of c o u p .  A p p o i n t s  

20 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
S u k a r n o  summons N a s u t i o n  a n d  Y a n i  t o  a s k  t h e m  o n c e  
a g a i n  a b o u t  t h e  r epor t s  about  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  
C o u n c i l .  Y a n i  e v a d e s  t h e  i s s u e .  

21 September 1965 
' D a n i  r e p o r t s  t o  S u k a r n o  o n  h i s  secret  t r i p  t o  
Communis t  C h i n a .  

S u b a n d r i o  a t t a c k s  a rmy  a g a i n  i n  s p e e c h .  H e  
s a y s  some former "heroes ( i n  t h e  Army) h a v e  
t u r n e d  i n t o  t r a i t o r s . "  

' 1  

23 September 1965 
F i f t h  m e e t i n g  of c o u p  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  U n t u n g ,  
L a t i e f ,  S j a m ,  a n d  P o n o .  D i s c u s s i o n  of t roops .  
Sjam m e n t i o n s  t h a t  G e n e r a l  S u p a r d j o ,  Commander 
of 4 t h  Combat  Command i n  West B o r n e o ,  w i l l  s o o n  
be j o i n i n g  g r o u p .  S u j o n o  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  m e e t i n g  
b e c a u s e  of a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  same t i m e  t o  see 
D a n i .  Matter of b u s i n e s s  b e t w e e n  D a n i  a n d  S u j o n o  
unknown b u t  t h o u g h t  to c o n c e r n  m a t t e r  of arms 
for  t h e  c o u p .  

25 September 1965 
S u b a n d r i o  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  a n  o p e r a t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
" c a p i t a l i s t  b u r e a u c r a t s "  is i m m i n e n t .  

w. ..... 
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25 S e p t e m b e r  1965 ( c o n ' t )  
S i x t h  m e e t i n g  o f  c o u p  group, i n c l u d i n g  Un tung ,  L a t i e f ,  

m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  of Communist v o l u n t e e r s  a t  Lubang 
B u a j a .  T h e r e  is a l s o  a d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  C a v a l r y ;  
A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  Untung goes t o  G a m b i r  R a i l r o a d  S t a t i o n  
t o  c h e c k  o n  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  and  530th 
b a t t a l i o n s  from C e n t r a l  J a v a .  

S u j o n o ,  S j am and  Pono.  S u j o n o  r e p o r t s  on  t h e  .. 

26 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
Untung meets w i t h  C a p t .  K u n t j o r o ,  Depu ty  Commander 
of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  

27 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
A i d i t  a d d r e s s e s  m e e t i n g  of IPPI .  Again  c a l l s  
f o r  c r u s h i n g  o f  " c i t y  d e v i l s . "  A i d i t  c a n c e l s  
p l a n s  t o  go t o  Communist  C h i n a  f o r  N a t i o n a l  Day 
C e l e b r a t i o n s .  

PKI l e a d e r  Sudisman and  A i d i t  have  s e p a r a t e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  Gen. S u g a n d h i ,  i n  wh ich  t h e y  
re fe r  t o  t h e  c o u p  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  

Untung a n d  L t .  Dul  Arief meet w i t h  C a p t .  K u n t j o r o  
and  L t .  Ngad ino  of t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a n d  C a p t .  
S u r a d i  of t h e '  5 3 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  Du l  
Arief t a k e s  C a p t .  K u n t j o r o ,  L t .  Ngad ino ,  a n d  C a p t .  
S u r a d i  on  a r e v i e w  t o u r  of Lubang B u a j a .  

I 

S e v e n t h  m e e t i n g  of coup  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  U n t u n g ,  
S u j o n o ,  L a t i e f , S j a m ,  and  Pono. Untung d i s c u s s e s  
t h e  r e v i e w  o f  Lubang B u a j a  t h a t  K u n t j o r o ,  
Ngad ino ,  and  S u r a d i  made t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  A n o t h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  C a v a l r y .  

28 September 1965 
T h i r d  g r o u p  o f  Communist v o l u n t e e r s  b e g i n s  m i l i t a r y  
t r a i n i n g  a t  Lubang B u a j a .  
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28 S e p t e m b e r  - a f t e r n o o n  
A i d i t  meets w i t h  PKI l e a d e r s  Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  
f o r  f i v e  h o u r s .  D e c i s i o n  o n  D-Day is r e a c h e d .  
L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  l e a v e  f o r  
C e n t r a l  J a v a .  

L a t e  a f t e r n o o n  
Gen. S u p a r d j o ,  i n  West B o r n e o ,  r e c e i v e s  s i g n a l  
t h a t  t h e  c o u p  is a b o u t  t o  b e g i n .  H e  f l i e s  t o  
D j a k a r t a ,  a r r i v i n g  there  i n  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n .  
H e  goes i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  S j a m ' s  h o u s e .  - 

E v e n i n g  
On t h e  e v e  of h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  S u m a t r a ,  S u b a n d r i o  
c o n f e r s  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  

... _ .  . . . .  
29 S e p t e m b e r  - e a r l y  m o r n i n g  

.Lukman a n d  S a k i r m a n  a r r i v e  i n  S e m a r a n g .  

0900 h o u r s  
Gen. S u p a r d j o  r e p o r t s  some "news from Sjam" t o  
A i r  Force M i n i s t e r / C o m m a n d e r  D a n i .  D a n i  i m -  
m e d i a t e l y  r u s h e s  t o  t h e  p a l a c e ,  w h e r e  h e  c o n f e r s  
w i t h  S u k a r n o  i n  p r i v a t e .  
S u p a r d j o  o n  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

Then  D a n i  r e p o r t s  t o  

M o r n i n g  
A i d i t  sees S u b a n d r i o  a t  l a t t e r ' s  o f f ice .  A f e w  
h o u r s  l a t e r  S u b a n d r i o  a n d  12 o t h e r  c a b i n e t  
members l e a v e  o n  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r  of S u m a t r a .  
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- 29 Sep tember  ( c o n ' t )  

E v e n i n g  '. 
S u k a r n o  g i v e s  s p e e c h  t o  CGMI C o n g r e s s  a t  S e n a j a n  
Spor t s  S t a d i u m .  Rumored t h a t  h e  seemed t o  f a l t e r  . .  
i n  t h e  m i d s t  of d e l i v e r i n g  s p e e c h ,  b u t  n o  good 
e v i d e n c e  of t h i s .  For w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n ,  h e  s u d -  
d e n l y  l e a v e s  t h e  s t a g e  and  is s e e n  c o n f e r r i n g  with 
m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  i n  a s i d e  room. Then h e  goes 
b a c k  a n d  f i n i s h e s  h i s  s p e e c h .  

E v e n i n g  
Communist v o l u n t e e r  t roops  who have  c o m p l e t e d  
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t  Lubang B u a j a  a r e  p i c k e d  up  a t  
PKI c e n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  D j a k a r t a  and  d r i v e n  t o  
Lubang Bua j a .  

L a t e  e v e n i n g  
E i g h t h  m e e t i n g  of c o u p  gpoup.  Gen. S u p a r d j o  
and  W a l u j o  and  two u n i d e n t i f i e d  women j o i n  t h e  
r e g u l a r  g r o u p  o f  Un tung ,  S u j o n o ,  L a t i e f ,  Sjam 
and  Pono.  T h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a r e  i n f o r m e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no  a rmored  s u p p o r t .  Sjam 
a n n o u n c e s  d e c i s i o n  on D-Day anti  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  
t h e  movement w i l l  be c a l l e d  t h e  30 Sep tember  

'Movement.  

30 S e p t e m b e r  1965 
PKI l e a d e r  S a n u s i ,  a d d r e s s i n g  a m e e t i n g  of t h e  
S t a t e  Bank of I n d o n e s i a  uses t h e  m e t a p h o r  of t h e  
"baby" a b o u t  t o  be b o r n .  H a r i a n  R a k j a t  e d i t o r i a l  
c a l l s  for the e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  "city d e v i l s . "  

Gen. S u g h a n d i  t e l l s  P r e s i d e n t  S u k a r n o  about h i s  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s w l t h  A i d i t  and  Sudisman on  27 S e p t e m b e r .  
H e  a s k s  S u k a r n o  if h e  knows a b o u t  t h e  c o u p  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s  t h a t  are b e i n g  made by  t h e  PKI. S u k a r n o  
t e l l s  him " t o  go home a n d  s h u t  up."  
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- 30 S e p t e m b e r  ( c o n ' t )  
Communist v o l u n t e e r  t roops  a t  Lubang B u a j a  a r e  
g i v e n  s m a l l  a rms .  

Mid-day 
L t .  Dul  Ar ie f  g i v e s  m i l i t a r y  b r i e f i n g  t o  com- 
m a n d e r s  of v a r i o u s  u n i t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p .  

- A f t e r n o o n  
S u j o n o  a r r a n g e s  accommoda t ions  f o r  Dan i  and  
A i d i t  a t  Hal im A i r  Force Base  on  t h e  d a y  of 
t h e  c o u p .  Then h e  goes t o  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  
O f f i c e  t o  a r r a n g e  u s e  of t h e  o f f i c e  a s  t h e  
Command h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  coup t h e  n e x t  
m o r n i n g .  

Gen. S u h a r t o  r e v i e w s  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l  o f  t roops  
s c h e d u l e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  m i l i t a r y  p a r a d e  o n  

same u n i t s  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  b e g i n  t o  assemble 
a t  Lubang B u a j a  i n  e a r l y  e v e n i n g ,  on  o r d e r s  of 
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p .  

.Armed Forces Day (5 October). Some of t h e s e  

E v e n i n g  
S h k a r n o  g i v e s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  
of T e c h n i c i a n s  a t  S e n a j a n  S p o r t s  S t a d i u m .  R e t u r n s  
t o  t h e  p a l a c e  b u t  s o o n  l e a v e s  a g a i n  t o  s p e n d  
t h e  n i g h t  a t  h i s  w i f e  D e w i ' s  h o u s e .  

223 0 h o u r s  
Un tung ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S j a m ,  Pono,  and  S u p a r d j o  
r e v i e w  t r o o p s  a t  Lubang B u a j a .  

1 O c t o b e r  - 0130 h o u r s  
L t .  Dul  Arief g i v e s  f i n a l  b r i e f i n g  t o  t roops 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o u p .  
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1 October ( c o n ' t )  

0130-0200 h o u r s  
S u j o n o  escorts A i d i t  t o  Ha l im;  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e ,  D a n i  l e a v e s  h i s  home t o  s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t  
a t  Hal im.  

0200 h o u r s  
Un tung ,  L a t i e f ,  S j am,  Pono,  and  S u p a r d j o  a r r i v e  
a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e .  

0400-0500 h o u r s  
Coup forces l a u n c h  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  on  t h e  homes 
of s e v e n  t o p  A r m y  g e n e r a l s .  G e n e r a l s  H a r j o n o ,  
P a n d j a i t a n ,  Y a n i  a r e  k i l l e d  r e s i s t i n g  c a p t u r e .  
G e n e r a l s  S u p r a p t o ,  Su to jo ,  and  Parman a r e  
c a p t u r e d  a l i v e ,  p u t  a b o a r d  a b u s ,  and  t a k e n  
b a c k  t o  Lubang B u a j a .  Gen. N a s u t i o n  escapes 
c a p t u r e .  H i s  a i d e  L t  Tendean  is m i s t a k e n  
for N a s u t i o n  and  t a k e n  b a c k  t o  Lubang B u a j a .  

0515 h o u r s  
N a s u t i o n ' s  a i d e  a l e r t s  Gen. Umar Wi rahad ikusumah ,  

Gen. Nasu t i o n ' s  home. 
, D j a k a r t a  g a r r i s o n  commander.  of t h e  a t t a c k  on  

0530 h o u r s  
Gen. Umar a r r i v e s  a t  N a s u t i o n ' s  h o u s e .  N a s u t i o n  
comes o u t  of h i d i n g  and  is t a k e n  t o  s a f e t y .  

Gen. S u h a r t o  l e a r n s  about  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  r a i d s  
o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes. 

C h i e f  of po l i ce  p h o n e s  p a l a c e  about  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g s .  
S e c u r i t y  g u a r d s  on  d u t y  a t  t h e  p a l a c e  c a n  not 
l o c a t e  S u k a r n o .  
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- 1 O c t o b e r  ( c o n '  t )  

0530 h o u r s  ( c o n ' t )  
S u j o n o  m a k e s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  S u k a r n o  to s p e n d  
t h e  d a y  a t  Commodore S u s a n t o ' s  h o u s e  o n  H a l i m  
A i r  Force B a s e .  I n f o r m s  D a n i  a t  O p e r a t i o n s  
Command C e n t e r  a t  H a l i m  t h a t  S u k a r n o  w i l l  a r r i v e  
a t  H a l i m  b e t w e e n  0800-0900 h o u r s  a n d  w i l l  be 
h o u s e d  i n  Commodore S u s a n t o ' s  home. 

0600 h o u r s  
S u k a r n o  e n  r o u t e  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  f r o m  D e w i ' s  h o u s e .  
C o l .  S a e l a n  a n d  C a p t .  S u w a r n o  c o n t a c t  him o n  c a r  
r a d i o  a n d  a d v i s e  h i m  n o t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  p a l a c e ,  
w h i c h  is s u r r o u n d e d ,  b u t  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  h i s  w i f e  
Har j  a t i ' s home i n  Grogol . 

0630 h o u r s  
' S u j o n o  a r r i v e s  a t  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e .  J u s t  
a s -  h e  is a r r i v i n g ,  Gen.  S u p a r d j o ,  Major Bambang 
a n d  Major S u k i r n o  a r e  l e a v i n g  t o  go t o  t h e  p a l a c e .  

0630-0700 h o u r s  
Gen. S u h a r t o  a r r i v e s  a t  KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
A s s u m e s  command of t h e  Army. 

0630-0915 h o u r s  
S u k a r n o  a t  H a r j a t i ' s  h o u s e .  C o l .  S a e l a n  t e l l s  

.. . 

h im of N a s u t i o n ' s  escape .  
Ebram t o  c h e c k  ou t  t h e  report  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  h a s  
e s c a p e d ,  b u t  Ebram is u n a b l e  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  
r e p o r t  . 

S u k a r n o  o rde r s  C o l .  
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1 October ( c o n ' t )  

0700 h o u r s  
Major S u k r i s n o  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Command 
f r o m  Lubang B u a j a -  t h a t  a l l  s e v e n  g e n e r a l s  
( s u p p o s i n g  L t .  Tendean  t o  be N a s u t i o n )  h a v e  
b e e n  c a p t u r e d .  H e  a s k s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  
t o  w h a t  s h o u l d  be d o n e  w i t h  t h e  o n e s  r e m a i n i n g  
a l i v e .  S u j o n o ,  a t  t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e ,  
i s s u e s  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  " o n e s  
r e m a i n i n g  a l i v e  s h o u l d  be done  away w i t h . "  
L t .  Du l  Arief s u p e r v i s e s  t h e  m u r d e r  of t h e  
g e n e r a l s  a n d  t h e  h a s t y  b u r i a l  of t h e  bodies 
i n  a w e l l  a t  Lubang B u a j a .  

The  coup forces t a k e  o v e r  R a d i o  I n d o n e s i a  
a n d  make t h e  first p u b l i c  announcemen t  of 
t h e  c o u p .  

0800 h o u r s  
D a n i  d r a f t s  h i s  o r d e r - o f - t h e - d a y  p l e d g i n g  t h e  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  a i r  force  t o  t h e  c o u p .  The  
f i n a l  c o p y  of t h e  o r d e r  is d a t e d  0930 h o u r s .  

L t .  Dul  Arief  a r r i v e s  a t  Aeria l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  
and  r e p o r t s  on t h e  " s u c c e s s "  of t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  

" m i s s i o n s .  

0900 h o u r s  
Un tung ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S j am,  and  Pono l e a v e  
t h e  A e r i a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e  and  go t o  S g t .  
S u j a t n o ' s  home o n  H a l i m  Air Force B a s e ,  w h e r e  
t h e y  s p e n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d a y .  

0915 h o u r s  
Gen. S u p a r d j o  a r r i v e s  by  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  O p e r a t i o n s  
Command- C e n t e r  a t  Hal im,  h a v i n g -  been  u n a b l e  t o  
loca te  S u k a r n o  a t  t h e  p a l a c e .  D a n i  welcomes 
S u p a r d j o  w i t h  e x c l a m a t i o n  "Success!" S u p a r d j o  
goes i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  Sg t .  S u j a t n o ' s  home on t h e  
a i r  b a s e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Untung  and  Sjam and  t h e  
o t h e r s  . 
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- 1 O c t o b e r  ( c o n ' t )  

0930 h o u r s  
S u k a r n o  a r r i v e s  a t  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  
a t  H a l i m .  D a n i  r e p o r t s  t o  h i m  on  p r o g r e s s  
of t h e  c o u p .  

0930-1015 h o u r s  
- Gen. S u p a r d j o  is w i t h  Un tung ,  S u j o n o ,  L a t i e f .  

S j am,  . and  Pono a t  S g t .  S u j a t n o ' s - h o u s e .  Untung 
and S u p a r d j o  s i g n  Decree No. I ,  s e t t i n g  up  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l .  

About  1000  h o u r s  
S u b a n d r i o  i n  Medan r e c e i v e s  news of t h e  coiip. 

1 0 1 5  h o u r s  
. S u p a r d j o  r e t u r n s  t o  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  
from S g t .  S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e .  

1030  h o u r s  
S u p a r d j o  repor ' ts  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Suka rno .  S u k a r n o  
c q n g r a t u l a t e s  S u p a r d j o  o n  t h e  success of t h e  
coi lp .  S u p a r d j o  a s s u r e s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t h a t  
N a s u t i o n  was  c a p t u r e d  and  e x p l a i n s  why Untung 
was c h o s e n  t o  l e a d  t h e  movement.  

1100 h o u r s  
Untung s i g n s  D e c i s i o n  No. 1 and 2 a t  Sg t .  
S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e .  

11 15 h o u r s  
S u p a r d j o  r e t u r n s  t o  Sgt. S u j a t n o ' s  h o u s e  t o  brief 
Untung ,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n o ,  S j am,  and  Pono on  h i s  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  S u k a r n o .  They d e c i d e  t o  recommend 
t o  S u k a r n o  t h a t  h e  a p p o i n t  Gen. P r a n o t o  a s  "care- 
t a k e r  commander" of t h e  Army. 
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- 1 O c t o b e r  ( c o n ' t )  

1 1 4 5  h o u r s  
S u p a r d j o  r e t u r n s  t o  O p e r a t i o n s  Command C e n t e r  
t o  t e l l  S u k a r n o  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Command's d e c i s i o n  
re  Gen. P r a n o t o .  S u k a r n o  a n d  S u p a r d j o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  N a s u t i o n  may h a v e  e s c a p e d .  

Around n o o n  
S u k a r n o  t e l l s  S u p a r d j o  t o  s t o p  t h e  moverren t .  
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  l e a v e s  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  Command 
C e n t e r  a n d  m o v e s  t o  t h e . n e a r b y  home of A i r  
Commodore S u s a n t o ,  w h e r e  h e  s p e n d s  t h e  rest 
of t h e  d a y .  

C o u r i e r s  s e n t  b y  S u k a r n o  a t  H a l i m  a r r i v e  a t  
KOSTRAD h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  D j a k a r t a .  S u h a r t o  r e f u s e s  
t o  a l l o w  Gen. U m a r ,  Gen.  m a n o t o ,  or A d m i r a l  
M a r t a d i n a t o  t o  go t o  H a l i m  a s  S u k a r n o  r e q u e s t e d .  
H e  s e n d s  D e p u t y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Le imena  t o  H a l i m  
w i t h  a n  u l t i m a t u m  fo r  S u k a r n o .  

1200 h o u r s  
Decree N o .  1 is b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  I t  
is r e p e a t e d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a f t e r -  
n o o n ,  

I 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  n o o n  
I n  S e m a r a n g ,  C o l .  S u h e r m a n  seizes  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  D i v i s i o n a l  Army h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  b r o a d c a s t s  
t w o  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o :  (1) t h a t  
h e  h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  command of t h e  d i v i s i o n  a n d  
(2) t h a t  a R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o u n c i l  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d  
i n  S e m a r a n g ,  a s  c a l l e d  f o r  i n  U n t u n g ' s  first 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  of t h e  coup. 

. .  
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- 1 O c t o b e r  ( c o n '  t )  

1300 h o u r s  
D e c i s i o n s  No. 1 a n d  2 b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  

1330 h o u r s  
Announcement is made o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  S u k a r n o  
is " a l i v e ,  s a f e ,  i n  good h e a l t h ,  and s t i l l  i n  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

Commander of T j a k r a b i r a w a  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Guard .  
-Announcement  is made on  a u t h o r i t y  of Gen. S a b u r ,  

A f t e r n o o n  
S u k a r n o  s e n d s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  a i r p l a n e  t o  Medan t o  
b r i n g  S u b a n d r i o  t o  D j a k a r t a .  

S u h a r t o  n e g o t i a t e s  w i t h  t h e  coup forces s u r -  
r o u n d i n g  t h e  palace and r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  The 
'530th  B a t t a l i o n  a g r e e s  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  S u h a r t o  
i s s u e s  u l t i m a t u m  t o  t h e  4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  

153 0 h o u r s  
D a n i ' s  Order -of - the-Day is b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  
r a p i o .  

1800 h o u r s  
I n  Solo, t h e  Communist Mayor Utomo Ramelan 
i s s u e s  a s t a t e m e n t ,  w h i c h  is r e a d  over t h e  
r a d i o ,  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
C o u n c i l  i n  Solo. 

4 5 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  w i t h d r a w s  from D j a k a r t a  t o  H a l i m .  
Communist v o l u n t e e r s  s t a g e  d i s o r g a n i z e d  march  
i n t o  D j a k a r t a  from Lubang B u a j a .  
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1 October ( c o n ' t )  

2000 h o u r s  .- 
R a d i o  I n d o n e s i a  i n  J o g j a k a r t a  b e g i n s  b r o a d c a s t i . n g  
s u p p o r t  f o r  U n t u n g ' s  c o u p  i n  D j a k a r t a ,  w h i c h  is 
i tself  i n  l a s t  s t a g e s  of c o l l a p s e .  By 2000 h o u r s  
S u h a r t o  is i n  f u l l  c o n t r o l  of D j a k a r t a .  An 
o f f i c i a l  Army announcement  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  b r a n d s  
t h t  c o u p  "a c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n . "  

Around 2000 h o u r s  
S u h a r t o  r e c e i v e s  s e c o n d  communica t ion  from 
S u k a r n o ,  a s k i n g  f o r  " c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n . "  S u h a r t o  t e l l s  him t o  go t o  Bogor 
i m m e d i a t e l y .  

2030 h o u r s  
Sukarno l e a v e s  Ha l im and  d r i v e s  t o  Bogor  P a l a c e .  

2200 h o u r s  
S u h a r t o  r e c e i v e s  r e p o r t  t h a t  S u k a r n o  h a s  a r r i v e d  
a t  B o g o r .  H e  o r d e r s  RPKAD paracommandos t o  
i n f i l t r t a t e  Hal im A i r  Force B a s e .  

I 
Around m i d n i g h t  
S u k a r n o ' s  a i r p l a n e  r e t u r n s  t o  Hal im from Medan, 
b u t  w i t h o u t  S u b a n d r i o ,  w h o  chooses t o  c o n t i n u e  
h i s  t o u r  of S u m a t r a  r a t h e r  t h a n  go back t o  
Dj a k a r  t a  . 

2 O c t o b e r  - 0130 h o u r s  
A i d i t  f l i e s  o u t  of Hal im on A i r  F o r c e  p l a n e .  L a n d s  
i n  J o g j a k a r t a  a r o u n d  0400 h o u r s ,  l e a v i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  
f o r  Semarang  (by c a r ) .  
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- 2 O c t o b e r  (can't) 

Around 0200 h o u r s  .. 
b a n i  l e a v e s  H a l i m  a n d  f l i e s  t o  Madiun i n  C e n t r a l  . 

J a v a .  L a n d s  a t  I s w a h j u d i  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  i n  
Madiun a t  0600 h o u r s .  B r i e f s  o f f i c e r s  o n  d u t y  
t h e r e .  , 

- E a r l y  m o r n i n g  
Sjam and Gen. S u p a r d j o  l e a v e  Hal im o n - f o o t .  They 
s p e n d  t h e  d a y  and  n i g h t  of 2 October a t  home of . 

PKI member i n  D j a k a r t a .  On 3 October, t h e y  go 
t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  ways .  

Untung and  L a t i e f  l e a v e  H a l i m  o n  foo t .  They  
t r a v e l  a r o u n d  t h e  e n v i r o n s  of D j a k a r t a  t o g e t h e r  
for a t  l e a s t  a week,  before t h e y  s p l i t  u p .  
S u j o n o  s p e n d s  n i g h t  of 1 October a t  Sg t .  S u j a t n o ' s  
home a t  H a l i m .  

0600 h o u r s  
S u h a r t o  i n  f u l l  c o n t r o l  of H a l i m .  

OSPO h o u r s  
A i d i t  a r r i v e s  i n  Semarang ,  where  h e  meets Lukman 
a n d  S a k l r m a n .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  l e a v e  f o r  Solo.  
L a t e r  in t h e  d a y ,  A i d i t  wr i tes  a l e t t e r  t o  
S u k a r n o .  w h i c h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e s  o n  6 O c t o b e r  

Morning  
The PKI e n d o r s e s  t h e  c o u p  i n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  I n  
H a r i a n  R a k j a t .  

. _... ....._ 

S u k a r n o  meets w i t h  C o l .  Sarwo Edhy a t  t h e  
palace i n  Bogor .  
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- 2 October ( c o n ' t )  

A f t e r n o o n  
D a n i  f l i e s  b a c k  t o  Bogor .  H e  and  his f a m i l y  
l i v e  i n  t h e  p a l a c e  a t  Bogor  u n t i l  19 O c t o b e r ,  . 
when S u k a r n o  a r r a n g e s  a n  o f f i c i a l  excuse for 
t h e m  to go t o  Cambodia.  

. _  

M e e t i n g  of armed forces commanders w i t h  S u k a r n o  
a t  Bogor  P a l a c e .  S u k a r n o ,  Le imena ,  D a n i ,  S u h a r t o ,  
A d j i e ,  P r a n o t o ,  S a b u r ,  S u t j i p t o ,  a n d  M a r t a d i n a t a ,  
p r e s e n t  a t  m e e t i n g .  

Rebels  s t i l l  h o l d  J o g j a k a r t a  and  Solo.  Semarang 
is r e - o c c u p i e d  b y  forces l o y a l  t o  S u h a r t o .  

3 October - 0130 h o u r s  
S u k a r n o ' s  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  

5 October 1965 
S t a t e  f u n e r a l  f o r  t h e  s l a i n  g e n e r a l s .  A d a y  of 
o f f i c i a l  m o u r n i n g .  S u k a r n o  d o e s  n o t  a t t e n d  f u n e r a l  
s e r v i c e s .  

I J o g j a k a r t a  and  Solo b a c k  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of forces 
l o y a l  t o  S u h a r t o .  

P K I  l e a d e r  N jono  is a r r e s t e d  i n  D j a k a r t a .  

PKI i s s u e s  s t a t e m e n t  d e n y i n g  a n y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  
t h e  30 S e p t e m b e r  Movement. 

6 October - 1000 h o u r s  
P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  of t h e  C a b i n e t  a t  Bogor P a l a c e .  
S u k a r n o ,  S u b a n d r i o ,  D a n i ,  Njoto and  Lukman among 
t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g .  

- 309 - 



- '11 October 1965 
L a t i e f  is a r r e s t e d  i n  D j a k a r t a .  

13 October 1965 
Untung is a r r e s t e d  i n  T e g a l .  

15 O c t o b e r  1965 
Sujono is a r r e s t e d .  

19 O c t o b e r  1565 - 
D a n i  and  h i s  f a m i l y  f l y  t o  Phnom Penh .  

22 November 1965 
A i d i t  is c a p t u r e d  and  s u m m a r i l y  e x e c v t e d  by 
Army i n  Sambeng Gede .  

A p r i l  ,1966 
Dan i  r e t u r n s  t o  I n d o n e s i a  and  is a r r e s t e d  by t h e  
Army. 

F e b r u a r v  1967 
Su'pard j o is a r r e s t e d  . 

March 1967  
Sjam is a r r e s t e d .  
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- APPENDIX I1 

SOME COMMENTS ON THE INTERROGATION REPORTS 

Since our knowledge of the coup preparations that 
were being made in late August and September 1965 comes 
mainly from the confessions and interrogation reports of 
those involved, it seems appropriate to say a few words 
regarding.the validity of such evidence. We have been 
able to see a good number of the interrogation reports, 
but by no means all of them. In most cases, we have the 
reports of several days of interrogation of a certain 
individual, but not his whole interrogation report; in 
the case of a few important people, we have no report at 
all of their interrogation. In both cases, however, we 
have the public testimony of the individual in question, 
either as a witness or the defendent in a case in court. 

The importance of the fact that the interrogation 
reports are the official reports of the Army and not a 
specihl version of the reports prepared for release out- 
side the Indonesian Government is that the Army is not 
suspected of having edited or otherwise changed them in 
any way for any special purpose of its own. (It is i n t e r -  
esting to compare the interrogation reports with later 
statements made by the Army about the confessions of cer- 
tain key figures in the coup; naturally, the Army choose 
to emphasize certain points made in the course of the 
interrogation and play down others). The interrogation 
reports themselves are convincing proof that they have 
not been fabricated, in part or in whole. There are dif- 
ferences on a number of points--such as dates of meetings, 
persons attending, matters discussed, and precise wording 
of quotes from Aidit, etc. If these were fabricated state- 
ments, put in the mouths of the accused, one would expect 
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- t h e  c o u p )  w i t h  a m y s t e r i o u s  f i g u r e  "Sjam", who s t a r t e d  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l s '  Coun- 
c i l  and i ts  p l a n s  f o r  a m i l i t a r y  coup a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  _ _  
t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a c o u n t e r c o u p .  Sjam is 
a l w a y s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  l e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w h i c h  i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  c e n t e r e d  o n  m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t -  
ercoup;  h e  is c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  t o l d  t h e  g r o u p  
n o t  t o  be c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e i r  a c t i o n ,  a s  t h a t  had  been  t a k e n  care of by  o t h e r s .  
I t  would  h a v e  b e e n  a l l  b u t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
Army t o  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  Sjam a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f i g u r e  i n  a 
f i c t i t i o u s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  c o u p  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  when h i s  
i d e n t i t y  and  
much less  t o  
o n  t h e  b a s i s  
r epor t s .  

T h e r e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  

- -  - 
f u n c t i o n  were n o t  e v e n  known- w i t h i n  t h e  PKI, 
t h e  a rmy,  p r i o r  to h i s  a r r e s t  i n  March 1967 
of d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  h i m  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  

is a l w a y s  t h e  p o s s j b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  
i n  t h e  c o u p  m i g h t  have  a g r e e d  a h e a d  of t i m e  

on a c o v e r  s t o r y  t o  be u s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t n e  
c o u p  f a i l e d .  However ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p l a n -  
n i n g  fo r  t h e f a c o u p  was n o t  a s  t h o r o u g h  a s  a l l  t h a t ,  O t h e r ,  
much more i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  were n o t  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  f o r .  
T h e r e  a r e  a number of f a c t s  t h a t  suggest  t h a t  t h e  p l o t t e r s  
were r e m a r k a b l y  c o n f i d e n t  of s u c c e s s ;  a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e y  
n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f ' f a i l u r e - - w i t n e s s  t h e  
o b v i o u s  l a c k  of a d v a n c e  p l a n n i n g  a s  t o  what  t o  do (not j u s t  
- s a y )  ' i f  t h e  coup f a i l e d .  
S u p a r d j o  have  a l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  c o n t i n g e n c y  
p l a n n i n g  for a s e c o n d  a t t a c k  i n  case t h e  first move was 
less t h a n  s u c c e s s f u l ;  t h e y  have  a l l  r emarked  t h a t  Sjam 
o n l y  k e p t  a s s u r i n g  them of s u c c e s s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i f  r h e i r  
s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  September m e e t i n g s  w i t h  Sjam a n d  t h e  
l a s t  m i n u t e  p repara t ions  a t  Halim had a l l  b e e n  made u p ,  
t h e y  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  so d e t a i l e d .  Even i n  t h e  de -  
t a i l s ,  t h e y  r e i n f o r c e  o n e  a n o t h e r ;  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  
n o t  so much c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  as i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  d u e  t o  per- 
s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  d e t a i l ,  a b i l i t y  t o  
r eco l l ec t ,  a n d ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  some m e a s u r e ,  to w i l l i n g n e s s  
t o  be c o m p l e t e l y  f o r t h r i g h t .  

Untung,  L a t i e f ,  S u j o n c  and  

To be sure, one h a s  t o  be d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  i n  c h o o s i n g  
w h a t  t o  b e l i e v e  and  w h a t  n o t  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  
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- of e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  and w h m t o  b e l i e v e  a n d  whomnot t o  b e l i e v e  
when t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  d i f f e r s .  A f t e r  a w h i l e ,  o n e  g e t s  a 
d e f i n i t e  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  b e i n g  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a n d  t h e  .- 
r e l i a b i l i t y  of c e r t a i n  t e s t i m o n y  v s .  o t h e r  t e s t i m o n y ;  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  U n t u n g ' s  t e s t i m o n y  vs. t h a t  o f  Dan i  or S u j o n o . .  
T h e  l a t t e r  t w o  were o b v i o u s l y  d e v i o u s  i n  a n s w e r i n g  some 
q u e s t i o n s ;  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  is sometimes i l l o g i c a l .  Swjono 
a g a i n  and  a g a i n  t r i e s  t o  p u t  t h e  blame on someone else f o r  
d e c i s i o n s  h e  c l e a r l y  seems 10 h a v e  made h i m s e l f .  A t  U n t u n g ' s  
t r i a l ,  Untung d i r e c t l y  c h a l l e n g e d  p a r t s  of h i s  t e s t i m o n y .  
Where- t h e r e  .is n o  o t h e r  s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  w e  would d e f i n i -  
t e l y  t e n d  t o  a c c e p t  U n t u n g ' s  v e r s i o n  o v e r  S u j o n o ' s .  Most 
o f t e n ,  Untung seems t o  h a v e  t h e  c l e a r e s t  memory of e v e n t s  
a n d  t o  have  p a i d  t h e  c loses t  a t r e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l ,  for i n -  
s t a n c e ,  t h e  exac t  time t h a t  h e  i s s u e d  a c e r t a i n  o r d e r  or 
s i g n e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  Decrees. H i s  a c c o u n t  u s u a l l y  c h e c k s  o u t  
w e l l  w i t h  o t h e r  f a c t s  t h a t  a r e  known t o  be t r u e - - f o r  i n -  
s t a n c e ,  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  decrees were first r e a d  o v e r  t h e  
r a d i o  or t h e  t i m i n g  of t h e  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s '  homes,  
etc. And t h e n  there  is t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  m o t i v a t i o n  ( o t h e r  
t h a n  ooercion) of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  men i n  c o n f e s s i n g  to  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u p .  A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  Untung seems gen-  
u i n e l y  t o  h a v e  r e g r e t t e d  his a c t i o n s  on  b e h a l f  of t h e  30 
Sep tember  Movement and t o  have  b e e n  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n f e s s  t h e  
whole  t r u t h  a s  best he remembered i t .  A t  t h e  e n d  of h i s  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  h e  had  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  words  t o  s a y :  

A e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I have  s t a t e d  is t r u e  and  
i f  n e c e s s a r y  I am w i l l i n g  t o  s w e a r  t o  t h e  
t r u t h  of my s t a t e m e n t s .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I 
have  s a i d  t o  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t o r  is a l l  t h a t  
I c a n  remember; p e r h a p s  I have  f o r g o t t e n  
some t h i n g s ,  b u t  t h i s  is n o t  d u e  t o  any  
d e l i b e r a t e  d e v i a t i o n  on my p a r t  b u t  r a t h e r  
i t  is d u e  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  a l a p s e  of memory 
of t h e  mat ter .  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  from 
my h e a r t  t h a t  I t r u l y  regret e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  o c c u r r e d  o n  1 October b e c a u s e  I had  n o  
knowledge  a t  a l l  n o r  was I i n f o r m e d  e i t h e r  
by  t h e  m i l i t a r y  wh ich  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  move- 
ment or b y  t h e  PKI which  p l a n n e d  t h e  e n t i r e  
movement t h e  c r u e l  t r a g e d y  t h a t  would occur 
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a n d  t h u s  t h i s  w a s  b e y o n d  my h u m a n i t y .  I o n c e  
a g a i n  s t a t e  t h a t  I t r u l y  regret w h a t  h a s  h a p -  
p e n e d .  .. 

None of t h e  o ther  c o u p  l e a d e r s  e x p r e s s e d  a n y  s u c h  f e e l i n g s  
of remorse o v e r  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  d o n e .  As w e  s h a l l  see l a t e r ,  
U n t u n g  seems r e a l l y  t o  h a v e  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 
t h e  G e n e r a l s '  C o u n c i l  a n d  its p l a n s  t o  s t a g e  a c o u p  a g a i n s t  
S u k a r n o .  A f t e r  t h e  c o u p ,  h e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l s  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  s u c h  p l a n s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  S u k a r n o  
a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  t r i c k e d  b y  t h e  PKI i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  
t h i s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  he  had  b e e n  l e t  down 
b y  Sjam a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  w h o  p l a n n e d  t h e  c o u p ;  a l l  t h e  as -  
s u r a n c e s  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  of a d e q u a t e  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h ,  
of s u p p o r t  from c e r t a i n  army a n d  a i r  force u n i t s  t h a t  
n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d ,  a n d  of l o g i s t i c a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  h a d  
p r o v e d  t o  be f a l s e .  I n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  of some 
PKI members o n e  c a n  de tec t  a s i m i l a r  d i s t i n c t  f e e l i n g  of 
b e t r a y a l  by t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  A i d i t .  I t  
is p e r h a p s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  o u t  of deep  B i t t e r n e s s  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  s h o u l d  t e l l  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  of t h e  c o u p  as t h e y  
r e m e m b e r e d  i t .  O t h e r  p e o p l e  would  o b v i o u s l y  h a v e  q u ; t e  
d i f f e r e n t  f e e l i n g s  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n .  S o m e - - l i k e  D a n i  or  
S u b a n d r i o  a n d  p o s s i b l y  Sjam--who p r e s u m a b l y  knew more t h a n  
U n t u n g  or L a t i e f  o r  S u j o n o  a b o u t  w h o  was r e a l l y  b e h i n d  t h e  
c o u p  a n d  who w o u l d  p r e s u m a b l y  s t i l l  w a n t  t o  protect t h o s e  
p e r s o n s ,  w o u l d  o b v i o u s l y  be less f o r t h c o m i n g  t h a n  Untclng 
i n  t e k l i n g  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  knew. T h e i r  a n s w e r s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  S u k a r n o ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  m i g h t  o e  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  m i s l e a d i n g ,  w h i l e  o n  other  m a t t e r s  t h e i r  t e s t1  
mony m i g h t  be more r e l i a b l e .  Where i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r r s  
a r e  t h e  m a i n  s o u r c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  o b v i o i l s l y  
be mat ters  of j u d g m e n t  s u c h  a s  t h e s e ,  i n  a c c e p t i n g  o n e  
p e r s o n ' s  t e s t i m o n y  o v e r  a n o t h e r ' s  or a c e r t a i n  p a r t  of t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  b u t  n o t  a l l  of i t .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  there  a r e  c e r t a i n  d i f f i c u l -  
t i e s  i n  p i e c i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  of t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  
t h a t  l a y  b e h i n d  t h e  e v e n t s  of 1 O c t o b e r - - c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o u p  p r e p a r a t i o n s  were a w e l l  k e p t  secret 
a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  were i n  progress a n d  t h e r e  is n o  
i n d e p e n d e n t  r e p o r t d n g  t o  c o n f i r m  or d e n y  w h a t  is r e a l l y  
t h e  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  of o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ' .  
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- t h e  word of t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s - - t h e r e  is good r e a -  
s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  we do now know t h e  e s s e n t i a l  t r u t h  about 
t h o s e  p r e p a r a t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  is n o t  and n e v e r  will b e  .. 
a mat te r  of p r o v e n  fact--in the way t h a t  the e v e n t s  of 
1 O c t o b e r  and  t h e  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  c a n  be e s t a b l i s h e d  as  
f a c t - - t h e  t r u e  story of the c o n s p i r a c y  b e h i n d  t h e  coup 
seems t o  us to have  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  beyond a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  
d o u b t  i n  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n s  of those  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  con-  
s p i r a c y .  
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