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LIN PIA0 AND THE STRUCTURE OF POWER 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

The  f r a i l  and e n i g m a t i c  L in  P ia0  h a s  seemed to 
many o b s e r v e r s  a s t r a n g e  choice a s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  h e i r  
t o  Mao Tse-tung. Many b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  c a n n o t  l o n g  
s u r v i v e  Mao. The message of t h i s  research s t u d y  is 
t h a t  i n  view of L i n t s  a p p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h ,  
h i s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  h o l d i n g  power s h o u l d  n o t  be d i s m i s s e d  
1 i g h  t 1 y . 

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  c o n c e n t r a t e s  
on one  f ac to r  o n l y  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n :  L i n ' s  p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of power. I t  c o n s i d e r s  L i n ' s  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  bo th  h i s  proteges and h i s  peers, and t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of these for  L i n ' s  po l ic ies ,  I d e n t i f y i n g  
those who m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  be regarded a s  L i n ' s  proteges, 
t h e  s t u d y  traces t h e  s t r i k i n g  degree to  w h i c h  m i l i t a r y  
leaders  purged i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  have been 
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  these a p p a r e n t  proteges of L i n ' s  -L who 
now dominate  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t i w c t u r e  of power. I t  
a l so  traces t h e  l i n e s  o n  which  L i n  seems t o  be moving 
t o  a c h i e v e  a s i m i l a r  domina t ion  o v e r  t h e  emerging  P a r t y  
s t r u c t u r e .  The paper c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  L i n t s  heavy re l i -  
a n c e  on m i l i t a r y  proteges, and h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  for  one  
t y p e  of c i v i l i a n  l e a d e r  o v e r  a n o t h e r ,  w i l l  b o t h  t e n d  . 
t o  deter him from p u r s u i n g  Maoist pol ic ies  t o  t h e  ex- 
tremes t o  w h i c h  Mao h a s  pu r sued  them.  

The s t u d y ' s  methodology approaches w i t h  care t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of what  c o n s t i t u t e s  a protege and w h e t h e r  s u c h  
a r e l a t i o n s h i p  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  e f f e c t i v e  
p o l i t i c a l  power. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s t u d y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h h t  
many f ac to r s  other  t h a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  
come i n t o  p l a y  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s u c c e s s i o n  leaders  and 
p o l i c i e s  a f t e r  Mao. 
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LIN PIA0 AND THE STRUCTURE OF POWER 

Summary 

L i n  Piao h a s  been completely l o y a l  t o  Mao. Y e t  
a s  Mao's d e s i g n a t e d  s u c c e s s o r ,  h e  h a s  had t o  look to- * 

ward t h e  day  when he  must  work w i t h o u t  Mao. With Mao's 
a c q u i e s c e n c e ,  h e  h a s  indeed  been making p r e p a r a t i o n s  
f o r  t h a t  day ,  

base of power f o r  b o t h  Mao and L i n  has  been t h e  armed 
forces (PLA). L i n  has  n o t  h e s i t a t e d  to purge  PLA 
leaders  -- i n c l u d i n g  h i s  own proteges -- who d i s -  
p l e a s e d  Mao or who, i n  L i n t s  judgment ,  d i d  n o t  meet 
Mao's s t a n d a r d s .  Y e t  i n  t h e  process of making t h e  
PLA r e l i a b l e  both for Mao and for  h i m s e l f ,  h e  h a s  been 
ab le  to  i n s t a l l  many more of h i s  protege3 i n  key  posi-  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a n  have been lost  i n  
t h e  p u r g e s ,  L in  now overwhelmingly domina te s  -- t h rough  
h i s  p r o t e g e s  -- t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l eadersh ip  i n  
Pek ing  and t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Thus h e  
domina te s  t h e  power-system which  p r o t e c t s  t h e  c e n t r a l  
leaders  and carries o u t  t h e i r  orders, w h i c h  supe r -  
V i s e s  many c e n t r a l  m i n i s t r i e s  and is t h e  s t r o n g e s t  force 
i n  local  gove rn ing  bodies ,  and w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  
main c o e r c i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  China.  

Throughout  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  r e a l  

L i n  is t o  be t h e  leader  a s  w e l l  of a Communist 
P a r t y ,  s h a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  b u t  now 
b e i n g  r e c o n s t r u c t e d .  L i n  h a s  a l o n g  way t o  go, before 
he c a n  dominate  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  way t h a t  h e  
now domina te s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  H i s  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  o the r  f o u r  members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  
committee, t h e  top pol icy-making body, a re  uneven. H e  
seems still  to  have t h e  comple t e  c o n f i d e n c e  of Mao, 
and is u n l i k e l y  t o  f o r f e i t  i t .  And h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
Chou En- la i . seem v e r y  good. But  t h e y  seem less good 
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w i t h  t h e  o ther  two, Chen Po-ta (Mao's writer and t r o u b l e -  
shooter) and  Kang Sheng (Mao's pol iceman).  The known 
of f icers  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, s a i d  t o  be 
t h e  P a r t y ' s  de  f a c t o  secre ta r ia t ,  are  Chen and Kang and 
some others close t o  those two, n o t  t o  L in .  T h a t  same 

i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  rest of t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n  
Pek ing  and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

But L i n  knows which  components of t h e  emerging 
Pa r ty  a p p a r a t u s  a re  i m p o r t a n t ,  and  h e  seems t o  be tak-  
i n g  s teps  ana logous  to  t h o s e  h e  took i n  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
domina t ing  t h e  PLA. I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  compos i t ion  
of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee is a l r eady  chang ing  
(Chen is m i s s i n g ) ,  and ,  i f  so,  L i n ' s  p r o t e g e  Huang 
Yung-sheng, t h e  second-ranking  m i l i t a r y  l eade r ,  is a 
l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e .  Beyond t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  Mao h a s  
r e p o r t e d l y  g i v e n  L in  t h e  j o b  of s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  d e  f a c t o  ' 

secre ta r ia t  i n  i ts r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  P a r t y ,  and L i n  is 
probably add ing  some of h i s  proteges to  t h a t  body. 
H i s  proteges are expected t o  appear a l s o  i n  t h e  upper  
l e v e l s  of t h e  great  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  
secretariat ,  and proteges of h i s  proteges a t  lower 
l e v e l s .  S t i l l  other p r o t e g e s  of L i n ' s  a r e  expected to  
head many of t h e  new P a r t y  committees i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  those p r o v i n c e s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  t h e  power- 
f u 1 M i  1 i t  a r  y Reg i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  . 

g r o u p  h a s  r e p o r t e d l y  had t h e  largest  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  I .  

L i n t s  prospects fo r  h o l d i n g  power, i f  h i s  h e a l t h  
h o l d s ,  seem f a i r l y  good. H e  w i l l  have Mao's c l e a r  
mandate ,  h i s  own i m p r e s s i v e  record i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Re-  
v o l u t i o n  ( i n  w h i c h  he s u c c e s s f u l l y  purged t h e  PLA a t  
t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  h e  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s i n g  i t  a s  t h e  
main i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ) ,  and what seem t o  
be formidable  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a s se t s  and unequa l l ed  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e  a se  them. 

The  c h a n c e s  seem good t h a t  L i n  and Chou En- la i  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  hang together, b o t h  before and a f t e r  
Mao's death.  T h e r e  seems o n l y  a n  o u t s i d e  chance  t h a t  
L i n  w i l l  come to'see Chou a s  a dange rous  r i v a l .  L i n  . 
w i l l  p robab ly  work well too w i t h  most of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s ,  who have r e a s o n  t o  be l o y a l  t o  h i m ,  I f  L i n  

, 
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were t o  make 
and t h r e a t e n  
h e  m i g h t  w e 1  

extreme demands on these m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
or t r y  t o  car ry  o u t  a n o t h e r  great pu rge ,  

be overthrown i n  a coup; b u t  L i n  seems 
t o  have no  i n t e n t i o n  of p u t t i n g  t h e  PLA t h rough  a l l  
t h i s  a g a i n .  

L i n t  s a p p a r e n t  p r e f e r e n c e  for Chou En- la i  and 
L i n t s  m i l i t a r y  comrades, ove r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  
of t h e  de f ac to  secretariat ,  may have i m p l i c a t i o n s  fo r  
L i n ' s  p o l i c i e s  a s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r .  
L i n t s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  are n o t  a s  r a d i c a l  and m i l i t a n t  
as  Mao's are. T h i s  would n o t  mean t h e  abandonment of 
a b i d i n g  f e a t u r e s  of Maoism i n  p r a c t i c e  -- t h e  emphasis  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of cadres,  on t h e  impor tance  of p o l i -  
t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and moral i n c e n t i v e ,  and on t h e  
need for great  n a t i o n a l  campaigns p r e s s i n g  h a r d  on 
t h e  populace .  But i t  m i g h t  w e l l  mean 8 w i l l i n g n e s s  
t o  c o n t i n u e  on these l i n e s  w i t h o u t  r e a c h i n g  t h e  ex t remes  
t h a t  Mao has reached. Those leaders w h o m  L i n  seems 
t o  l i k e  b e s t  -- Chou and t h e  m i l i t a r y  -- a r e  expected 
t o  i n f l u e n c e  him i n  t h e  moderate d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  more 
e a s i l y  i f  h i s  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  indeed  less extreme 
t h a n  Mao's. 

I t  may mean t h a t  

' on l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  leader p e r s o n a l l y ,  on t h e  heavy 

I I 
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I n t r o d u c t o r y  Note: T h e  Concept of Vroteges" 

.. The term "protege" is used f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h i s  
paper. I t  d e s i g n a t e s ,  even more i n  Ch inese  t h a n  i n  
Western s o c i e t y ,  a man w h o s e  c a r e e r  has  seemed s t r i k -  
i n g l y  r e l a t ed  t o  t h a t  of a more powerfu l  f i g u r e  -- w i t h  
whom he  a p p a r e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e s ,  and by whom he is ad- 
vanced and p r o t e c t e d .  Ch inese  Communist l e a d e r s ,  as 
other Chinese  before them -- t h e  officers of t h e  Pa r ty ,  
and d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and of t h e  s t a t e  
machinery,  t h e  chiefs  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  
t h e  most powerfu l  r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e s  -- have a l l  seemed 
t o  have such  proteges. These  proteges have r i s e n  and 
o f t e n  f a l l e n  w i t h  t h e i r  mentors ,  have sometimes col- 
lapsed under  t h e  demands made upon them, and have some- 
times deserted or c h a l l e n g e d  them. 

ers of Communist China a re  f a i r l y  w e l l  known. T h e r e  
a r e  voluminous records on many of them. I t  is u s u a l l y  
possible  t o  d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  a g i v e n  leader -- s a y ,  
one of t h e  officers of t h e  powerful  M i l i t a r y  Af fa i r s  
C o m m i t t e e  or t h e  Genera l  S t a f f ,  or one  of t h e  top-rank- 
i n g  officers of a M i l i t a r y  Region h e a d q u a r t e r s  -- s e r v e d  
and p rospe red  under  L i n  i n  L i n t s  e a r l y  career. 

The c a r e e r s  of most of t h e  past  and p r e s e n t  l ead -  

( L i n t s  
main a s s ignmen t s ,  i n  a s c e n d i n g  order, were a s  a d i v i -  
s i o n  and army commander, a s  Mao's a s s i s t a n t  i n  s p e c i a l  
jobs i n  Yenan, a s  t h e  commander of Ch inese  Communist 
forces i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  a f t e r  World War 11, and a s  com- 
mander of t h e  4 t h  F i e l d  Army i n  t h e  Cent ra l -South  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1940s and e a r l y  1950s -- and c o n c u r r e n t l y  P a r t y  
leader i n  t h a t  a r e a  -- u n t i l  i l l n e s s  forced h i s  w i t h -  
d rawa l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1950s . )  And i t  is almost a lways  
p o s s i b l e  to  d i s c o v e r  w h i c h  of those men were t h e n  chosen  
by L in  for key posts i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i -  
t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  a f t e r  he  became M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  
Defense and head of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee i n  
1959. A Chinese  m i l i t a r y  off icer  whose  record showed 
bo th  of those f e a t u r e s  a s  of 1965 -- s u b s t a n t i a l  e a r l y  

I 
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a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  L i n ,  and l a t e r  p re fe rmen t  by him -- 
m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  an  a p p a r e n t  o r  l i k e l y  
protege a t  t h a t  time. Many of these men were then  
g i v e n  a d d i t i o n a l  s i g n s  of s p e c i a l  f a v o r  d u r i n g  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  -- fo r  example,  were t a k e n  i n t o  
L i n ' s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  first s tages;  were n o t  punished  
f o r  t h e i r  tlmistakes" i n  hand l ing  mass O r g a n i z a t i o n s  
(whereas  l e p s  f a v o r e d  men were o f t e n  demoted and some- 
times p u r g e d ) ;  were g i v e n  e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a s s i g n -  
ments  s u c h  as  t h e  conduc t  of t h e  purge  i n  t h e  PLA it- 
self and t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work 
thereaf ter ,  or t h e  command of forces moved i n t o  t r o u b l e d  
p r o v i n c e s ;  were i n s t a l l e d  a s  t h e  commanders and poli-  
% t i c a l  o f f i c e q s  of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  and d i s t r i c t s ,  and ' 

a s  t h e  h e a d s  of local  governments ,  t o  r e p l a c e  purged 
l e a d e r s ;  and so on. Such men t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i d e r s  f u l l g -  
est  a bP is hed proteges . 

There  are  o n l y  a few dozen Chinese  leaders  -- almost a l l  of them m i l i t a r y  men, d i v i d e d  abou t  
e q u a l l y  between Pek ing  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  -- 
o u t  of s e v e r a l  hundred examined who q u a l i f y  a s  pro- 
teges i n  t h i s  f u l l  s e n s e  of e a r l y ,  middle  and l a t e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  But these t end  t o  occupy t h e  most i m -  
p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  

T h i s  c o n c e p t  of "protege" is of c o u r s e  open ,o 
some o b j e c t i o n ,  on t h e  ground t h a t  s u c h  bonds -- even  
where t h e  record of a s s o c i a t i o n  and p re fe rmen t  is i n -  
d i s p u t a b l e  -- are  too f r a g i l e  to s u p p o r t  a p r o j e c t i o n ,  
One may p o i n t  t o  proteges of long  s t a n d i n g  who have 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l s :  fo r  example, Peng Te-huai  
i n  1959, or Liu  Shao-chi  more r e c e n t l y .  Peng, t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  who open ly  cr i t ic ized Mae's p l a n s  fo r  
m i l i t a r y  and economic development and h i s  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  and L i u ,  who  c o v e r t l y  b u t  s y s t e m a t i c -  
a l l y  o b s t r u c t e d  Mao i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s, b o t h  had unques- 
t i o n a b l y  been proteges of Mao before q u e s t i o n s  of h i g h  
po l icy  l e d  them t o  become t 1 d i s l o y a l . ? 7  One can  p o i n t  
t o  other i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  a p r o t e g e  has  a t tached  him- 
self to a new p r i n c i p a l  o u t  of oppor tunism,  or h a s  
come t o  ha te  h i s  b e n e f a c t o r  fo r  n o  a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n .  
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And from t h e  p r i n c i p a l ' t s  p o i n t  of view, there a r e  many 
proteges who f a i l  t o  measure up ,  and a r e  abandoned by 
t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l s .  L i n t s  proteges i n  t h e  Genera l  Poli- 
t i c a l  Department were g i v e n  spe'cial a s s ignmen t s  one  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s tages  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  and were t h e n  pu rged .one  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  fo r  
f a i l u r e  -- f a i l u r e s  which  were sometimes s e e n  a s  "dis- 
l o y a l t y . "  

But s u c h  bonds do n o t  i n  g e n e r a l  seem f rag i l e .  
Peng Te-huai and Liu Shao-chi had s e r v e d  Mao well and 
f a i t h f u l l y  for many y e a r s ,  c a r r y i n g  o u t  policies w h i c h  
were o f t e n  disagreeable t o  t h e m ,  and h e l p i n g  Mao to 
c o n c e a l  h i s  mistakes and t o  minimize t h e  ill effects 
of them.  They t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  him o n l y  when h i s  policies 
seemed so extreme a s  t o  pose a q u e s t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  of 
n a t i o n a l  s u r v i v a l .  S i m i l a r l y ,  L i n t s  proteges -- most 
of those who f e l l ,  as  w e l l  a s  those who prospered -- 
t r i e d  hard f o r  h im i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  d o i n g  
t h e i r  b e s t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  opaque o r  c o n f l i c t i n g  d i r e c t i v e s ,  
s t a n d i n g  f i r m  w h i l e  t h e  g rea t  purge  was go ing  on  around 
them and even  when t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  seemed t h r e a t e n e d ;  
r a t h e r  t h a n  combining forces a g a i n s t  him,  t h e y  i n  g e n e r a l  
conducted  themse lves  a s  l o y a l  l i e u t e n a n t s  and r e l i a b l e  
i n s t r u m e n t s .  Those few of L i n t s  proteges who were purged 
i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  -- f o u r  or f i v e  i n  t h e  h i g h l y  
hazardous Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department ,  and f o u r  or 
f i v e  more o u t s i d e  it -- seem i n  g e n e r a l  t o  have been 
men p l a c e d  i n  an i m p o s s i b l e  p o s i t i o n .  Tha t  is, t h e  
demands made on t h e m  were so extreme t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  s u r v i v e .  Thus,  a protege w i l l  occas ion -  
a l l y  c h a l l e n g e  or desert h i s  p r i n c i p a l  o u t  of c o n v i c t i o n  
or t o  advance or s a v e  h i m s e l f ,  or  h e  may be c r u s h e d  by 
an  extreme demand, b u t  a protege is l i k e l y  t o  adhere 
l o n g e r  and t o  endure  larger  demands t h a n  a non-protege.  

The Chinese  Communists t hemse lves  seem p r e t t y  
c l e a r l y  t o  t a k e  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t t p ro t egev t  s e r i o u s l y .  
When Peng Te-huai f e l l ,  s e v e r a l  of h i s  p r o t e g e s  f e l l  
w i t h  him. When Liu  and Teng f e l l ,  t h e  proteges w i t h  
whom t h e y  had packed t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  were almost 
a l l  swept o u t  w i t h  them. Many of t h e  p r o t e g e s  of 
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m i l i t a r y  leaders purged  i n  t h e  first s tages  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  were l a t e r  purged e x p r e s s l y  a s  
" t h e i r "  men. And i t  does n o t  seem c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  
so many of L i n t s  proteges have r i s e n  d r a m a t i c a l l y  on 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  w h i l e  so few have f a l l e n .  

I n  sum, w h i l e  i t  is n o t  possible  i n  any g i v e n  
case t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  a p r i n c i p a l - p r o t e g e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  is s tab le ,  L i n t s  a ' b i l i t y  t o  a p p o i n t  h i s  Droteges 
t o  key  p o s i t i o n s  tes t i f ies  t o  h i s  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and h i s  s t r e n g t h  t e n d s  t o  be i n c r e a s e d  by 
t h e  men he  a p p o i n t s .  T h i s  is of c o u r s e  n 6 t  t h e  o n l y  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  gove rn ing  L i n t s  o v e r a l l  s t r e n g t h  and 
h i s  p r o s p e c t s  for  h o l d i n g  power a f t e r  Mao goes; ques- 
t i o n s  of p o l i c y  a re  l i k e l y  t o  be  more i m p o r t a n t .  But 
t h e  character of L i n ' s  proteges seems t o  be one  import- 
a n t  fac tor  i n  q u e s t i o n s  of p o l i c y  too, because  p r i n -  
c i p a l s  and proteges a r e  m u t u a l l y  dependen t ;  i f ,  a s  
t h i s  paper w i l l  a r g u e ,  L i n t s  proteges t e n d  t o  be men 
of a c e r t a i n  k i n d ,  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  on  h i s  p o l i c i e s ' k s  
l i k e l y  t o  be exercised i n  one d i r e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a n o t h e r .  

. .. 

. .  
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I .  Lin  and t h e  C u l t u r a l  Re'volution 

The o r i g i n a l  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  G r e a t  P r o l e t a r i a n  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  was t o  make t h e  s t ructure  of power 
r e l r i ab ly  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mao Tse-tung -- which i t  had no t  
been f o r  some y e a r s .  L i n  P i a o ,  comple t e ly  i d e n t i f i e d  
w i t h  Mao, had a l r e a d y  been secretly chosen  by Mao a s  
h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  I t  was t h u s  L i n ' s  problem, i n  t h e  C u l -  
t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  t o  make t h e  new s t r u c t u r e  of power 
r e l i a b l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  himself  a s  w e l l  -- l ook ing  toward 
t h e  day when he ,  w i thou t  Mao, would have t o  u s e  i t  t o  
direct t h e  a c t i v i t y  of 800 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  

The  P a r t y  Apparatus: The Chinese  Communist 
Par ty  was, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  pr imary  in s t rumen t  of com- 
mand-and-control th roughout  China,  and, a s  s u c h ,  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  c a s u a l t y  of t h e  g r e a t  purge  which was c e n t r a l  
t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  When t h e  Revo lu t ion  began, 
L i n ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  P a r t y  was n o t  s t r o n g .  H e  was one 
of several vice-chairmen (no t  t h e  s e n i o r  one) of t h e  
c e n t r a l  commit tee ,  and t h e r e b y  a member of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  t h e  s u m m i t  of power; b u t  t h e  g r e a t  
a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  p a r t y  below t h e  p o l i t b u r o  level was 
d i r e c t e d  by two o t h e r  members of t h e  s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  
L i u  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, t h e  two Leaders  of 
tho88 r e s i s t i n g  Mao's w i l l .  Teng a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  
dominated t h e  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  cha rged  w i t h  managing 
t h e  d a i l y  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p a r t y .  The rest of t h e  
a p p a r a t u s  -- t h e  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s  concerned  w i t h  a l l  
a s p e c t s  of Chinese  l i f e ,  t h e  powerfu l  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u s  
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and p r o v i n c i a l  commit tees  \ t h e  first s e c r e t a r i e s  of 
which  were o f t e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  PLA 
commands i n  t h o s e  a r e a s ) ,  and t h e  network of P a r t y  
commit tees  i n  government -organs  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  es- 
t a b l i s h m e n t  -- was s t o c k e d  l a r g e l y  w i t h  p r o t e g e s  of 
L iu  and Teng, Apart  from some of t h e  P a r t y  commit tees  
i n  t h e  PLA, t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  c o n t a i n e d  v e r y  f e w  
p r o t e g e s  of L i n  P i a o .  

The PLA: The PLA was i n  better shape ,  from 
t h e  p o i n t  of v i e w  of Mao and L i n ,  t h a n  was t h e  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s .  Mao and  L i n  had been i n d u s t r i o u s l y  indoc- 
t r i n a t i n g  i t  -- and on a s m a l l  s c a l e ,  purg ing  it -- 
from t h e  t i m e  of L i n ' s  assumption of command of t h e  
PLA i r i  1959, and Mao had i n  f a c t  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  own 
t r u e  base  of power from t h e  P a r t y  t o  t h e  PLA i n  t h e  
y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  began. I t  was 
Mao's i n t e n t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  PLA a s  h i s  reserve f o r c e  
w h i l e  he p r e p a r e d  t o  purge t h e  P B r t y .  

1959, a s  de f a c t o  chief of t h e  M i l i t a r y  Affairs Committee 
which  directed t h e  e n t i r e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 
a s  M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  Defense,  and he had i n s t a l l e d  
some of h i s  p r o t e g e s  i n  key p o s i t i o n s .  N e i t h e r  t h e  
c e n t r a l  n o r  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLA, however, 
was dominated by L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  i n  1965, and  Mao and L i n  d id  no t  
r e g a r d  t h e  PLA as f u l l y  r e l i a b l e .  Many of its rank ing  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  ( r e g i o n a l  and d i s t r i c t )  were p r i -  
m a r i l y  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  of t h e  d i s l o y a l  P a r t y  machine 
( r a t h e r  t h a n  c a r e e r  PLA men), and  much of t he  i n d o c t r i -  
n a t i o n  of t h e  ]PLA had-been  c a r r i e d  o u t  by these men. 
From t h e  s t a r t ,  i t  was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of Mao and L i n  t o  
make t h e  PLA t h e  secondary  ta rge t  of t h e  g r e a t  purge.  

L i n  had been t h e  dominant f i g u r e  i n  t h e  PLA s i n c e  
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Mao and L i n  had concluded t h a t  one of t h e i r  
j o i n t  p r o t e g e s ,  Chief -of -Staf f  Lo Jui-Ching -- con- 
c u r r e n t l y  s e c r e t a r y - g e q e r a l  of t h e  MAC and probably  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s u p e r v i s o r  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work 
i n  t h e  PLA -- was d i s l o y a l .  They were a l s o  s u s p i c i o u s  
of c e r t a i n  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  of s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  powerful  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
whom t h e y  be l ieved  t o  be c l o s e r  t o  Party-machine 
l e a d e r s  t h a n  t o  themselves ,  and of . the e n t i r e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r  network r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t .  
I t  seems, however, t h a t  when t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  
began, c o m p a r a t i v e l y  few c a r e e r  PLA l e a d e r s  (as 
d i s t i n c t  from P a r t y  l e a d e r s )  were a l r e a d y  marked f o r  
pu rg ing ;  most of t h o s e  who f i n a l l y  f e l l  appea r  t o  have 
been purged f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  f e a t u r e s  of t h e - C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  a s  i t  developed,  f o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  
sometimes imposs ib l e  demands made of them,  and  f o r  
be ing  p r o t e g e s  of m i l i t a r y  leaders who f e l l  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a g e s  . 

. .  

L i n  as Mao's Conf idante :  Throughout t h e  C u l -  
t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  L i n  has  been Mao's p r i n c i p a l  
c o n f i d a n t e .  L a t e  i n  1965, t h e  PLA newspaper took  t h e  
l e a d  i n  making a n  anti-Mao p l a y  t h e  symbol of a l l  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao and t h u s  t h e  t o u c h s t o n e  of l o y a l t y .  
L i n  t h e n  went i n t o  r e t r e a t  w i t h  Mao t o  p l a n  t h e  cam- 
pa ign .  I n  e a r l y  1966, L i n  wro te  and spoke  on t h e  need 
f o r  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  H e  t h e n  made t h e  key  
speech  a t  t h e  May 1966 P a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e  which o f f i c i a l l y  t 

launched t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  and  conf i rmed t h a t  a 
g r e a t  pu rge  was underway. I n  e a r l y  August ,  a t  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee plenum which approved  Mao's p l a n s  
f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  L in  a g a i n  made t h e  main 
speech ,  d e f i n i n g  t h e  c r i te r ia  f o r  j u d g i n g  a l l  P a r t y  
c a d r e s  -- f i d e l i t y  t o  Mao's t hough t ,  d e v o t i o n  t o  
p o l i t i c a l  work, and m i l i t a n c y .  I n  mid-August L i n  spoke  

. .  
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f r Ma a t  t h e  r a l l y  which  unv i l e d  t h '  Red Guards -- 
organ ized  and i n d o c t r i n a t e d  s t u d e n t s  -- a s  Mao's 
chosen  in s t rumen t  f o r  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
throughout  China.  A t  a n o t h e r  t o p - l e v e l  Par ty  meet ing 
i n  Oc tobe r ,  L i n  o u t l i n e d  Mao's p l a n s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  
t h e  Revo lu t ion .  Con t inu ing  t o  speak  for Mao i n  p r i -  
v a t e  meet ings  i n  1967, he a l s o  made t h e  main speech 
on N a t i o n a l  Day (1 Octobe r ) ,  d e f i n i n g  t h e  t a s k s  of 
t h e  nex t  s t a g e .  Again on N a t i o n a l  Day i n  1968 ( a f t e r  
spend ing  t h e  summer. w i t h  Mao) he d i d  s o ,  and i n  t he  
same month summarized t h e  g a i n s  and l o s s e s  of t h e  
Revo lu t ion  f o r  a B a r t y  plenum. And he made t h e  main 
r e p o r t  a t  t h e  P a r t y ' s  Nin th  Congress  i n  A p r i l  1969. 

Pu rg ing  and Reorganiz ing  t h e  PLA: L i n t s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  
has  unde r s t andab ly  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  PLA: first, t o  
make i t  a r e l i a b l e  reserve f o r c e ,  and, s i n c e  Janua ry  
1967, t o  make it a re l iab le  ins t rumen t  of Mao's w i l l  
i n  its complex t a s k  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t o r  of Mao's 
p o l i c i e s .  

L i n  took  t h e  l e a d  i n  pu rg ing  t h e  first high- 
l e v e l  v i c t i m s ,  who inc luded  h i s  Ch ie f -o f -S ta f f ,  i n  
December 1965. H e  began soon t h e r e a f t e r  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  
some of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  organs  and some of t h e  
r e g i o n a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  commands, a t  first s l o w l y  and 
q u i e t l y .  I n  August  1966, he gathered a s m a l l  g roup  
of c e n t r a l  and  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders i n  whom he 
had s p e c i a l  c o n f i d e n c e  and t o l d  them h i s  p l a n s  f o r  
p u r g i n g  t h e  PLA, making c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  PLA was t o  be 
j*udged by ths..same h a r s h  s t a n d a r d s  appl ied  t o  t h e  
P A r t y .  I n  October ,  he set up a s p e c i a l  organ t o  con- 
duct  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  i n  t h e  PLA itself ( t h a t  
is, t o  examine, purge and r e i n d o c t r i n a t e  i t ) ,  a g roup  
of PLA o f f i c e r s  w i t h  Madame Mao a s  t h e i r  m i l i t a n t  ( i f  
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n o t  pa rano id )  "adv i so r . "  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  L i n  
encouraged t h i s  group t o  pu rge  h i s  own s e n i o r  depu ty  
i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee and s e v e r a l  high- 
r ank ing  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  
and t h e  r e g i o n a l  commands. 

I n  Janua ry  1967, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  th roughou t 'Ch ina  under  t h e  a s - .  
s a u l t s  of t h e  R e d  Guards,  t h e  PLA was o r d e r e d  i n t o  
a c t i o n  t o  "suppor t  t h e  L e f t , "  and it q u i c k l y  became 
a de f a c t o  govern ing  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  name of the  
L e f t . *  In t h e  pro longed  p e r i o d  of dependence on t h e  
PLA which fo l lowed  0.1 a dependence t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  
today  -- Mao and  L i n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  purge t h e  PLA, but  
i n  s m a l l e r  groups ,  n o t  r i s k i n g  a g e n e r a l  r e v o l t .  
They a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  m e t h o d i c a l l y  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  and dis t r ic t  commands, and moved 
a rmies  around China ,  sometimes w i t h  t h e  a p p a r e n t  i n -  
t e n t i o n  of p u t t i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l i a b l e  armies i n  
s e n s i t i v e  p l a c e s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  showing t h e  
same deep s u s p i c i o n  of h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  t h a t  Mao had 
shown, L i n  i n s t a l l e d  h i s  w i f e  as t h e  chief of h i s  
s t a f f  o f f i c e .  H e  a l s o  added t o  t h e  leadership of t h e  
MAC s e v e r a l  younger m i l i t a r y  men -- of t h e  compara- 
t i v e l y  f e w  he was p r e p a r e d  t o  t r u s t  -- who were p lay -  
i n g  impor t an t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  
F u r t h e r ,  he r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  PLA's s p e c i a l  c u l t u r a l  

_ .  . .  . . .  

*Lin himself was t h e  first t o  admit  -- i n  March 
1967 -- t h a t  i t  was v e r y  hard t o  t e l l  "left" from 
" r igh t "  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months of 1967. That  seems t o  
be t h e  main r e a s o n  why few PLA leaders were severely 
punished  f o r  t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass 
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r e v o l u t i o n  (purge)  g roup  around h i s  own p r o t e g e s  -- 
h i s  wife  and several  m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  long  c l o s e  t o  
him. 

L i n  c o n t i n u e d  i n  1968 t o  r e o r g a n i z e  b o t h  t h e  
c e n t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e s .  H e  re- 
p l a c e d  t h e  PLA's special  purge  group w i t h  a more 
n e a r l y  or thodox P o l i t i c a l  Work Group, s t i l l  composed 
of h i s  p r o t e g e s ,  and cha rged  it w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
e v e r y  PLA leader t o  s u p p o r t  a judgment a s  t o  h i s  
t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s .  (He  has  sa id  a g a i n  and a g a i n  t h a t  
nobody is t o  be comple t e ly  t r u s t e d ,  t h a t  everyone  must  
be under  s u r v e i l l a n c e  c o n s t a n t l y . )  Soon thereaf ter  
( i n  March), L i n  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  purge one of h i s  most 
impor t an t  p r o t e g e s ,  h i s  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and c o n c u r r e n t l y  
t h e  MAC s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  and s e n i o r  s u p e r v i s o r  of 
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA; t h i s  pe r son  was 
cha rged  w i t h  c h a l l e n g i n g  him by b u i l d i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
power and w i t h  o f f e n d i n g  Madame Mao. L i n  r e p l a c e d  
t h e  purged p r o t e g e  i n  a l l  t h r e e  p o s t s  by a n o t h e r  pro- 
t e g e  even  c l o s e r  t o  h i m s e l f ,  Huang Yung-sheng, a 
r e g i o n a l  commander.* F i n a l l y ,  he again r e o r g a n i z e d  
t h e  MAC; he set  up, under  Huang, a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Uni t  composed of s e v e n  p r o t e g e s  who had had key p o s t s  
i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l  o rgans  f o r  t h e  conduct  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  i n  t h e  PLA, and gave t h i s  u n i t  
s u p e r v i s o r y  a u t h o r i t y  over  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
work i n  t h e  PLA -- t h a t  is, t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  of 
s c r e e n i n g ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and  pu rg ing  PLA l e a d e r s ,  sub- 
j ec t  t o  r e v i e w  by h i m s e l f .  T h i s  group,  perhaps  s u r -  
p r i s i n g l y ,  has  remained s t a b l e .  

*There is a f u l l e r  t r e a t m e n t  of IIuang on page 
22. * 

. .. 

. -  
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L i n  has  c o n t i n u e d  i n  1969 and 1970 t o  purge 
and r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  PLA, on a s m a l l  s c a l e .  S i n c e  t h e  
Nin th  Congress ,  a f e w  PLA l e a d e r s  have f a l l e n  ou t  of 
s i g h t  and  are thought  t o  have been purged. A few 
r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  commands have been g i v e n  new 
t o p  l e a d e r s .  The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department is 
a g a i n  o p e r a t i n g ,  under  a new d i r e c t o r  who had been a 
c a r e e r  m i l i t a r y  commander, and t h i s  department  w i l l  
p robab ly  recommend o t h e r  changes.  

. -  . . . . . . .  _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 
C o n s t r u c t i n g  "Revolu t ionary  Committees" : L i n  

has  a l s o  been concerned  w i t h  t h  e o p e r a t i o n s  and s t a f f -  
i n g  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" throughout  China,  
which have been s h a r i n g  power w i t h  t h e  PLA w h i l e  t h e  
Par ty  is be ing  r e b u i l t .  Mao i n  February  1967 cal led 
f o r  t h e  format  i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees" -- 
composed of PLA o f f i c e r s ,  a c c e p t a b l e  P a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -- a s  p r o v i s i o n a l  
o r g a n s  of government. From t h e  s t a r t ,  these commit tees ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  p r o v i n c i a l  level,  have i n  
g e n e r a l  been dominated by m i l i t a r y  men. 

The s p r i n g  and summer of 1967 were p e r i o d s  of 
g r e a t  d i s o r d e r  i n  China,  as  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  competed 
f o r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  emerging s t r u c t u r e  of power and 
denounced and  a t t a c k e d  PLA l e a d e r s ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l v a u t h o r i t i e s l l  i n  China a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s .  Mao and L i n  a t  first gave t h e  PLA s u b s t a n -  
t i a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  deal w i t h  t h i s  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e n  
withdrew i t ,  t h e n  gave  some of it back. The problem 
of t h e  s h i f t s  i n  l i n e  was compl i ca t ed  by t h e  c o n s i d e r a -  
t i o n  t h a t  Some of t h e  a t tacks on PLA l e a d e r s  may have 
been encouraged =- were a t  least  n o t  d i scouraged  -- by 
some of t h e  c i v i l i a n  leaders of Mao's team, c a u s i n g  a 
t e n s i o n  between t h o s e  l e a d e r s  and  L i n ' s  m i l i t a r y  com- 
r a d e s  which has p robab ly  p e r s i s t e d  t o  t h i s  day. Many 
PLA l e a d e r s ,  under a t t ack  o r  a t  best confused ,  handled  
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t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  rough ly ,  dragged t h e i r  feet 
i n  implementing o r d e r s  from Peking  t o  c a r r y  ou t  per- 
missive p o l i c i e s ,  and  d e c l i n e d  t o  admit  the  young % 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  impor t an t  p o s i t i o n s -  i n  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  s h a p i n g  up. The few PLA l e a d e r s  
who a c t u a l l y  defied Pek ing ' s  o r d e r s  w e r e  purged,  w h i l e  
t h e  many more who had made "mistakes"  were summoned 
t o  Peking  for Mao-study. 

v i o l e n c e  i n  l a t e  1967 and t h e  e a r l y  months of 1968. 
Mao and L i n  t o g e t h e r ,  p o s s i b l y  t a k i n g  c o u n s e l  from 
PIA leaders, c r a c k e d  down ha rd  i n  J u l y  1968. The 
p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  t h e n  unformed 
were q u i c k l y  shaped  up,  i n  o r d e r l y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  
summer and e a r l y  f a l l  of 1968. L i n  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  P a r t y  Congress  i n  A p r i l  1969 was t o  a s s o c i a t e  
himself  w i t h  Mao's g e n e r a l  e x o n e r a t i o n  of t h o s e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who had made "mistakes" (and t h e n  
self-criticisms), on t h e  ground t h a t  it had indeed  
been v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  f r i e n d s  from ene- 
mies, (Lin h imse l f  had made t h i s  p o i n t  e a r l i e r . )  

These r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  have c o n t i n u e d  

The young m i l i t a n t s  resumed t h e i r  large-scale 

t o  be v e r y  t roublesome f o r  Mao and L in ,  l a r g e l y  be- 
cause t h e y  o p e r a t e  on t h e  "three-way a l l i a n c e "  
p r i n c i p l e .  T h i s  has  i n  fact i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  con- 
~ 

f l i c t ,  even  among t h e  leaders t h e m s e l v e s  of these 
commit tees ,  and  Peking  is still purg ing  and r e p l a c i n g  
these leaders. Moreover, Mao himself  w a s  r e s p D n s i b l e  
f o r  re-emphasizing ( a t  t h e  Ninth Party Congress )  t h e  
r o l e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses,  a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
which  led t o  renewed v i o l e n c e .  Even where v i o l e n c e  
is avo ided ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  are  i n h e r e n t l y  
u n s t a b l e ,  poor  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  t h e  implementa t ion  of 
P e k i n g ' s  p o l i c i e s  and d i r e c t i v e s ,  The r e b u i l t  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  is expec ted  t o  be a much more s t a b l e  and 
r e s p o n s i v e  gove rn ing  s t ruc ture .  

-12- 
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Purg ing  and Rebui ld ing  t h e  P a r t y :  L in  has p layed  
a l a r g e  r o l e  i n  t h e  massive purge ,  and  a lesser r o l e  
( u n t i l  r e c e n t l y )  i n  t h e  s low r e b u i l d i n g ,  of t h e  p a r t y  i n  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  H e  s t o o d  w i t h  Mao i n  t h e  May 
1966 P a r t y  meet ing  which purged t h e  first of t h e  top-  
r a n k i n g  Party-machine l e a d e r s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Mao un- 
ve i led  a new ins t rumen t  -- c a l l e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  Group -- f o r ,  t h e  conduct  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  a s  a whole and f o r  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of t h e  
work of s m a l l e r  s u c h  groups.  L i n  i n  May was t h e  f irst  
t o  t e l l  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  was 
t o  be directed p r i m a r i l y  a g a i n s t  them, and i n  Augus t  
Mao and L i n  t u r n e d  t h e  Red Guards l o o s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

as Mao's c h o i c e  a s  "deputy supreme commander of t h e  e n t i r e  
p a r t y , "  and L i u  Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, t h e  
two p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  ox t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  were re- 
moved from power. The P b l i t b u r o  and  (more i m p o r t a n t l y )  
its s t a n d i n g  commit tee  were r e o r g a n i z e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  
The new s t a n d i n g  committee c o n s i s t e d  of Mao, Lin ,  t h e  
long  t h i r d - r a n k i n g  Chou En- la i ,  and  three l e a d e r s  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG: Chen Po-ta (Mao's chief writer and  
t r o u b l e - s h o o t e r )  , Kang Sheng (Mao's p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  
s p e c i a l i s t ) ,  and a promis ing  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r  brought  
from Sou th  China.  By t h e  end of 1966, t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  d ropp ing  t h e  r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e ,  had 
assumed e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  shape it was t o  keep throughout  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  a t  l e a s t  i n t o  1970: Mao, L i n ,  
Chou, Chen, and Kang, w i t h  Madame Mao a s  a p o s s i b l e  de 
f a c t o  member from time t o  t i m e . *  A l s o  by t h e  end of 1966, 

A t  t h e  A u g u s t  1966 P a r t y  plenum, L i n  was revealed 

. .  

*There is some q u e s t i o n . a s  t o  whe the r  Chen Po-ta ,  
m i s s i n g  s i n c e  1 August 1970, is st,ill a member. 

. .  

. .  
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t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, d ropping  t h e  same 
man dropped by t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee,  became 
s t a b i l i z e d :  Chen, Kang, and Madame Mao. By t h i s  time, 
t h e  CRG had r e p l a c e d  t h e  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  work of what remained of t h e  P a r t y  appa- 
r a t u s  -- had become, t h a t  is, a de f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t .  
Al though L i n  a s  vice chairman had a u t h o r i t y  over  t h i s  
CRG, i t  i n c l u d e d  no p r o t e g e s  of h i s .  

d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  com- 
mittees, c o n s t r u c t i v e  e f f o r t s  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" which were t o  r e p l a c e  them. 
By autumn 1967, a f t e r  purg ing  s e v e r a l  s econd- l eve l  
f i g u r e s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, Mao i s s u e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
c e r t a i n  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  CRG -- Kang Sheng and two 
younger i d e o l o g u e s  who had se rved  Mao-well  i n  s e t t i n g  
up t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  -- o n ' p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a pa r ty  
c o n g r e s s  and r e b u i l d i n g  t h e , p a r t y .  The CRG -- a l r e a d y  
a c t i v e  i n  hand l ing  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  Red 
Guards,  and i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  MAC w i t h  t h e  r e i n d o c t r i n a -  
t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  PLA l e a d e r s  brought  t o  Peking  -- was 
now t o  p l a y  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
P a r t y .  I n  December, t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  organs  c a l l e d  
f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  Part,y s t r u c t u r e ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r t y  
c e n t e r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tee  s t r u c t u r e .  

h i s  presumed e f f o r t  t o  keep t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  from compromising h i s  own c o n t r o l  of p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA. 
t h e  PLA, even  under  L in ,  t>o answer compleFely f o r  its 
own s e c u r i t y  -- is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s a i d  t h a t  supe r -  
v i s i o n  of t h i s  work in t h e  PLA was now t o  be unde r t aken  
j o i n t l y  by  t h e  MAC s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  (a L i n  p r o t e g e )  
and by Kang Sheng, e i ther  i n  h i s  c e n t r a l  CRG p o s t  o r  
i n  a p o s s i b l e  second  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  head of a p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  body. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Chou 
En- l a i  was a p p a r e n t l y  a l s o  a s s igned  'some ro le  i n  * 

Fol lowing  Mao's c a l l  i n  January 1967 f o r  t h e  

E a r l y  i n  1968, L i n  a p p a r e n t l y  l o s t  a round i n  

Mao -- who had neve r  a l lowed  

> 
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s u p e r v i s i n g  t h i s  work, meaning t h a t  t h e  work has  i n  
effect  been s u p e r v i s e d  s i n c e  1968 by t h e  e n t i r e  
P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee.  

I n  October  1968, L i n  d e f i n e d  t h e  main t a s k s  
of t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  as  t h o s e  . 
of c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  and 
r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  m r t y  in accordance  w i t h  Mao's c a l l  
t o  " t ake  i n  new blood.' ' T h i s  proceeded s l o w l y ,  owing 
i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  Mao'S i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  "three-way 
a l l i a n c e "  p r i n c i p l e  -- already e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  compo- 
sing t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees  -- i n  P a r t y - b u i l d i n g  
as w e l l .  The p r i n c i p l e  was a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  -- r e p o r t e d l y  b y  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG -- of a new C e n t r a l  
committee a t  t h e  Nin th  P a r t y  Congress  i n  A p r i l  1969. 

That  Congress  approved a new P a r t y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
which  p rov ided  f o r  L i n  t o  become Mao's s u c c e s s o r  w i t h -  
ou t  any nonsense o f ' a  P a r t y ' e l e c t i ~ n ,  and r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  of P a r t y  c o n t r o l  of t h e  PLA. L i n  i n  h i s  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Congress  c a l l e d  on t h e  P a r t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
l e a d e r s h i p  of P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  a l l  levels "is 
t r u l y  i n  t h e  hands of Marxis t s"  -- meaning Mao i s t s ,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  seemed d o u b t f u l  t h a t  there were enough 
hard-core Maois t s  a t  hand t o  occupy a l l  key  p o s t s  even 
a t  t h e  upper  levels of t h e  P a r t y .  I n  any case, a plenum 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Congress  elected (Seappoin ted)  t h e  P o l i t -  
buro's f ive-man s t a n d i n g  commit tee  of f o u r  fief t - i n c l i n e d  
Maois t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  L i n )  and Chou En- l a i .  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  move v e r y  s lowly .  For B b s t  0 9 - t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG has  r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y  t h e  
c e n t r a l  role.  During t h e  l a t e  summer of 1970, however, 
t h e  Pqarty p r e s s  s u g g e s t e d  h i g h - l e v e l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i t h  the c o u r s e  of Plar ty-bui ld ing ,  and s h o r t l y  there- 
a f t e r  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L i n  h i m s e l f  had now been 
a s s i g n e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h i s  p rocess .*  If t h i s  is 
t rue ,  L i n  has  t a k e n  a l a r g e  s t e p  i n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  con- 
s t r u c t  a P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  r e l i a b l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  h imse l f .  

S i n c e  t h e  Nin th  Congress ,  P a r t y - b u i l d i n g  has  

*This r e p o r t  is discussed more f u l l y  i n  P a r t  VII, 
concerned  w i t h  t h e  emerging P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  
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11. Lin  'and The S u p e r - E l i t e  

The B ig  Seven: The s u p e r - e l i t e  c o n s i s t s ,  
s t r i c t l y ,  of Mao, Lin ,  and t h e  o t h e r  three members 
of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  Chou En- l a i ,  
Chen Po-ta  and Kang Sheng. The s t a n d i n g  committee 
is t h e  c o r e  of power, t h e  body which makes those  
d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  Mao and L i n  have n o t  reserved f o r  
themselves ,  o r  wh ich  p a s s e s  m a t t e r s  on t o  appro- 
p r i a t e  p a r t y  organs  (e.g., i t  c a l l s  meet ings of t h e  
f u l l  p o l i t b u r o ) ,  and which sets  up and s u p e r v i s e s  
t h e  e n t i r e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  powerful  
MAC). Those f i ve  members among themselves  answer 
( i f  n o t  a lways e x p e r t l y )  f o r  t h e  f u l l  r ange  of Pek ing ' s  
p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and economic conce rns .  It seems 
n e c e s s a r y ,  however, t o  c o n s i d e r  a l s o  Madame Mao, who 
has  been less v i s i b l e  s i n c e  1968 bu t  who may s t i l l  be 
a de f a c t o  member from t i m e  t o  t i m e  when t h e  s t a n d i n g  
commit tee  o p e r a t e s  as a d i s c u s s i o n  group,  and has  
been as impor t an t  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  as some 
of t h e  o f f i c i a l  B i g  F ive ;  and a l s o  Huang Yung-sheng, 
a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  de f a c t o  member and i n  any c a s e  t h e  
second-ranking  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  whose p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  of power seems s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h a t  of some 
of t h e  f o r e g o i n g  s i x .  

L i n  and Mao: L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Mao has  
been d iscussed  a t  l e n g t h  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  SRS paper  
(POLO XXXIX, ''Lin P i a 0  and t h e  G r e a t  Helmsman"). I n  
sum: L i n  was long  Mao's f a v o r i t e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  
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has  had Mao's c o n f i d e n c e  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  leader f o r  many 
years, has been Mao's c l o s e s t  comrade s i n c e  abou t  1962, 
was d e s i g n a t e d  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  1966 as  Mao's s u c c e s s o r ,  
and throughout  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  has  been g i v e n  
e v e r y  s i g n  of Mao's c o n t i n u i n g  t r u s t ,  r e l i a n c e ,  and h i g h  
f a v o r .  T h i s  h i g h  f a v o r  w i l l  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n t i n u e :  
Mao is u n s t a b l e ,  and he  may r e c e n t l y  have set aside o r  
even  purged a n o t h e r  of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  w i t h  a r e c o r d  of 
f i d e l i t y  a lmos t  as  impressive as L i n t s .  Y e t  t h e  proba- 
b i l i t y  seems s t r o n g  t h a t  Mao w i l l  no t  a r b i t r a r i l y  
change h i s  mind abou t  L i n  as t h e  most w i l l i n g  and able 
of h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  t o  c a r r y  on w i t h  Mao's e s s e n t i a l  
p o l i c i e s ,  and t h a t  L i n  w i l l  n o t  do a n y t h i n g  t o  g i v e  
Mao r e a s o n  t o  change h i s  mind. The p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  
t h e n  seems t o  be t h a t  of L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h o s e  
w i t h  whom he w i l l  have t o  work a f t e r  Mao's d e a t h .  Even 
i n  t h e  s m a l l  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  
is mixed. 

L in  and Chou: Apar t  from t h e  f a t h e r - s o n  t y p e  
of bond w i t h  M ao ,  L i n ' s  best r e l a t i o n s h i p  appears, 
s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t o  be w i t h  Chou En- la i ,  t h e  l e a d e r  t e m -  
p e r a m e n t a l l y  1 e a s t . l i k e  h imsel f .  L i n  began as a s t u d e n t  
and p r o t e g e  of Choir's i n  t h e  mid-20s, and  there is 
r e l i a b l e  t e s t imony  I 

g t h  a t  t h  e two  worked c l o s e l y  and  w e l 1 i . b  t h e  
e a r  of t h e  movement. Chou took  L i n  w i t h  him 

t o  Chungking f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  1942-1943, and ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e  two were l a r g e l y  separated f o r  t h e  n e x t  15 years, 
p a r t y  documents s u g g e s t  t h a t  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  
c o n t i n u e d .  They have been c l o s e  a g a i n  s i n c e  1958, and 
Chou, if c o n s u l t e d ,  p r o b a m y  genu ine ly  f a v o r e d  Mao's 
c h o i c e  of L i n  o v e r  L i u  Shao-chi .  Despi te  rumors of 
bad f e e l i n g s  and even  c o n f l i c t  between them, L i n  and 
Chou have seemed t o  work w e l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e , C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion .  Mao and  L i n  as a.itearn have e n t r u s t e d  Chou 
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w i t h  many de icate miss,ons i n  expounL,,ng and en- 
f o r c i n g  t h e  Mao-Lin p o l i c y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e f e n s e  
of L i n ' s  m i l i t a r y  p r o t e g e s  under  a t tack by mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Chou has a p p a r e n t l y  been c a r e f u l  t o  
c o n s u l t  w i t h  L i n  when n e c e s s a r y  (even on f o r e i g n  
a f fa i r s ) ,  and has done whatever he was asked t o  do. 
Chou may have r e s e r v a t i o n s  abou t  L in ;  f o r  example, 
d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  L i n  a t ' o n e  t i m e  made 
contemptuous remarks abou t  t h e  o l d  "state machine" 
which Chou had pu t  t o g e t h e r ,  remarks which p robab ly  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  Chou's i n a b i l i t y  t o  save c e r t a i n  of 
h i s  f r i e n d s  and p r o t e g e s  under  a t t a c k .  And L i n  may 
have mixed f e e l i n g s  abou t  Chou, as  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  L i n  t o  succeed  Mao w i t h o u t  a n  e l e c t i o n  
is a n  i n d i r e c t  admiss ion  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  popu la r  Chou 
( t h e  on ly  Chinese  leader r e g u l a r l y  described by 
non-Communists as "charming") would probably  win 
any s u c h  e l e c t i o n .  But t h e  o v e r a l l  r e c o r d  seems t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  v i e w  of d i p l o m a t i c  o b s e r v e r s  i n  Peking 
t h a t  L i n  and  Chou are f a i r l y  c l o s e  and have t h u s  f a r  
been a good team.* 

L i n  and  O t h e r  Hard-core Maoists :  L i n ' s  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h  e o t h e r  two members of t h e  p o l i t -  
b u r 0  s t a n d i n g  committee,  Chen Po-ta and  Kang Sheng, 
and w i t h  t h e i r  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e ,  Madame Mao, have 
seemed t o  be more t r o u b l e d  and less f r i e n d l y  t h a n  

*It  i s o n 1 y " f a i r  t o  admit t h a t  some o b s e r v e r s ,  
w h i l e  n o t  d i s p u t i n g  t h e  r e c o r d ?  believe t h a t  t h e  

. e v i d e n c e  is s i m p l y  t o o  t h i n  t o  s u p p o r t  any judgment 
on t h e  Lin-Chou r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

I 

./ . . .  

I 

-18- 



h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Chou. T h i s  has been t r u e  desp i te  
t h e  fac t  that  a l l  three have t h e  same a p p a r e n t  r e c o r d  
of simple-minded, whole-hear ted a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Mao 
t h a t  L i n  h i m s e l f  has .  (Chou t o o  has been l o y a l ,  bu t  
h a s  o f t e n  i n d i c a t e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  about  some of Mao's 
p o l i c i e s ;  t h e  o t h e r  three have no t  done t h i s . )  The 
f o u r  have managed t o  work t o g e t h e r  p a s s a b l y  w e l l  -- 
under Mao's gu idance  and w i t h  Mao as a r b i t e r  -- d u r i n g  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  b u t  i n  a n  e r r a t i c ,  abrasive . 
f a s h i o n  t h a t  has sugges ted  a p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s e r i o u s  
c o n f l i c t .  

I 
I I 

l L i n  d i d  no t  work w e l l  w i t h  any of these 
'three i n  t h e  e a r l y  years ( a l though  Chen w a s  w i t h  Chou 
and L i n  i n  Chungking i n  1942-1943). L i n  had l i t t l e  
t o  do w i t h  any of t h e  three i n  t h e  years 1945-1958. 
From 1958, he was f o r c e d  i n t o  a c l o s e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
a l l  three -- first Chen, t h e n  Kana. t h e n  t h e  Madame -- 
as each was g i v e n  special  a s s ignmen t s  by Mao (prepar- 
i n g  r a t i o n a l e s  f o r  Mao's p o l i c i e s  and i d e n t i f y i n g  Mao's 
opponents ) .  During t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  these 
three have been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  leaders of t h e  c e n t r a l  
C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  Group (said t o  be t h e  de f a c t o  
p a r t y  secretariat) ,  and i n  t h i s  r o l e  and o t h e r  special 
a s s ignmen t s  have seemed t o  c u t  i n t o  L i n ' s  t e r r i t o r y  
and pu t  Lln himself i n  a n  embar ra s s ing  p o s i t i o n .  Red 
Guard and o t h e r  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -- either i n c i t e d  
by t h e  CRG leaders o r  permitted by them t o  ge t  o u t  of 
hand -- attacked many of L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s  and  f r i e n d s .  
While L i n  was a p p a r e n t l y  s t r o n g  enough t o  p r o t e c t  a l l  
of these m i l i t a r y  leaders (e .g . ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  men now 
on t h e  p o l i t b u r o )  who were n o t  i n  d i s f a v o r  w i t h  Mao 
as w e l l  as w i t h  the  CRG, he may w e l l  have r e s e n t e d  t h e  
way i n  which t h e  CRG leaders handled  t h e i r  j o b s .  Such  
r e sen tmen t  c o u l d  n o t  be openly  e x p r e s s e d ;  Kang Sheng, 
r e f l e c t i n g  Mao's p o s i t i o n ,  d e s c r i b e d  a l l  criticism of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG as "enemy a c t i v i t y . "  It is s u g g e s t i v e ,  

.. , 
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however, t h a t  Madame Mao was dropped from t h e  PLA/CRG 
when it was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer of 1967. 
Moreover, t h e  c o n t i n u e d  impor t an t  r o l e s  of Chen and 
Kang i n  t h e  PLA's a f f a i r s  a f te r  t h a t  t i m e  -- Chen 
and Kang were made r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  MAC 
o f f i c e r s ,  f o r  t h e  r e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  of PLA leaders, 
and Kang w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  made r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  MAC s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l ,  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  po- 
l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA -- does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  had L i n t s  conf idence .  Both of 
t h o s e  t a s k s  were g i v e n  t h e  CRG leaders by Mao, n o t  
Lin .  

Kang Sheng might  be t h e  hardest  of t h e  three 
f o r  L i n  t o  hand le .  I t  is Kang, no t  h i s  nominal 
s u p e r i o r  Chen Po-ta ,  who has  r e p o r t e d l y  been f u n c t i o n -  
i n g  a s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  de f a c t o  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  and who 
has r e p o r t e d l y  p l a y e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  par ty-re-  
b u i l d i n g .  'And i t  is Kang who c h i e f l y  compromises 
L i n t s  c o n t r o l  of p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PIA. 
There  is some p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  L i n  is moving a g a i n s t  
Kang a s  a man whom he does n o t  l i k e  o r  t r u s t  and 
r e g a r d s  as  dangerous t o  him. The r e c e n t  r e p o r t  

zne c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n ' p a r t y - b u i l d i n g  -- t h a t  i ndeed  he 
has t a k e n  "pe r sona l  charge"  of i t  -- may mean t h a t  L i n  
himself took  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  induce  Mao t o  pu t  h im 
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  and restrict  Kang, o r  even  
ease him ou t .  Moreover, Chou E n - l a i ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  task of s u p e r v i s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  
t h e  PLA may r e p r e s e n t  a n o t h e r  L i n  i n i t i a t i v e ;  t h a t  
is, L in ,  f o r c e d  t o  a c c e p t  Kang's i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h a t  
work,may have asked f o r  Chou i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of 
d i l u t i n g  Kang's FQle, Two of t h e  t h r e e  f i g u r e s  known 
o r  bel ieved t o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  s u p e r v i s i o n  are now 

I t h a t  L i n  himself is now p l a y 1  g 

-.2 0 - 



I 
I 
! 

I .  

. re P n s i v e  o r  c l o s e  t o  L i n  -- Huang Yung-sheng and 
Ch&.* And t h e  r e c e n t  appointment  of a c a r e e r  
m i l i t a r y  commander ( t h e  n a t u r a l  enemy of a Kang 
Sheng) t o  head t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department may 6 

also make it  h a r d e r  f o r  Kang t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  
PLA's p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

I n  sum, t h e  e v i d e n c e  does  n o t  compose a 
c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of a h o s t i l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
L in  and  Chou on one hand and  Chen Po-tat,, Kang 

a n  impor t an t  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  k ind  of r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  L i n  has  had w i t h  Chou and t h e  k i n d  he has  
had w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  three.** There is as y e t  no 
s o l i d  ev idence  t h a t  L i n  is moving a g a i n s t  any one 
of t h e  three, b u t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  he  
does  s o  move. 

Sheng and Madame Mao on t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  there seems .. 

*Chou would probably  s u p p o r t  L i n  i n  any i n i t i a -  
t i v e  a g a i n s t  any of these three c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  
wh ich  would n o t  r i s k  a c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  Mao. Chou 
h a s  r eason  t o  d i s l i k e  a l l  three, f o r  a t t a c k s  on 
p o l i c i e s  w i t h  which he h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  and  on 
h i s  p r o t e g e s  and f r i e n d s ,  a t t a c k s  which f e l l  j u s t  
s h o r t  of Chou h i m s e l f .  Chou is rumored t o  detest 
Kang Sheng, and there have been some i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  he d i s l i kes  Madame Mao. 

**Again, i t  must  be a d m i t t e d  t h a t  some o b s e r v e r s  
r e g a r d  t h e  ev idence  a s  t o o  s c a n t y  t o  s u p p o r t  any 
judgment . 
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L i n  and H i s  Protege: L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
t h e  s e v e n t h  and l a s t  p u t a t i v e  member of t h e  supe r -  
e l i t e ,  Huang Yung-sheng, seems of c r i t i c a l  importance.  
Huang a t  l e a s t  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  model p r o t e g e .  The  
same a g e  a s  L i n ,  he  s e r v e d  under  L i n  th roughou t  t h e  
1930s ,  s e r v e d  under  a n o t h e r  L i n  p r o t e g e  elsewhere fo r  
a few y e a r s ,  was back w i t h  L i n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1940s  and 
e a r l y  1950s, and by 1952 was L i n ' s  ch ie f -of -s ta f f  i n  
t h e  Cen t ra l -Sou th .  W i t h  L i n ' s  t r a n s f e r  t o  Pek ing  i n  
1955, Huang was named (almost c e r t a i n l y  on  L i n ' s  re- 
commendation) t o  succeed  him a s  commander of t h e  
Canton MR, and k e p t  t h e  p o s t  for  many y e a r s .  At tacked  
by Red Guard g r o u p s  e a r l y  i n  1967, Huang was twice 
defended  by Chou En- l a i  a s  a close comrade of L i n ' s  
(he  may be a n  o l d  f r i e n d  of Chou's  too),  and Huang's 
record i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  was p r a i s e d  even  
by Madame Mao (pe rhaps  under  p r e s s u r e ,  a s  h e r  young 
f r i e n d s  had a t tacked  h i m ) .  Attacked a g a i n  l a t e r  i n  
1967,  Huang was g i v e n  a v o t e  of c o n f i d e n c e  by Mao 
h i m s e l f .  When i n  March 1968 L i n  was obl iged t o  f i n d  
a new ch ie f -o f - s t a f f ,  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  M i l i -  
t a r y  A f f a i r s  Committee,  and s u p e r v i s o r  of p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA, he  brought  Huang up from 
Canton t o  f i l l  these p o s t s .  The re  h a s  been e v e r y  
i n d i c a t i o n  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  -- i n c l u d i n g  h i s  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  i n  A p r i l  1969 -- t h a t  Mao and L i n  
have been p l e a s e d  w i t h  Huangls  per formance ,  and t h a t  
L i n  h a s  a v e r y  close and f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
him. 

L i n  seems t o  need a man of h i s  own, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  h imsel f  and h i s  f r i e n d  Chou, on t h e  P o f i t b u r o  s t a n d -  
i n g  committee -- i f  n o t  now ( w h i c h  would be  b e s t ) ,  t h e n  
a s  soon  a s  he s u c c e e d s  t o  Mae's p o s i t i o n .  Although Huang 
does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  s h a r e  Mao's ideological p o s i t i o n s  
t o  t h e  degree t h a t  L i n  does (Huang seems more r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  men, a r e l a t i v e l y  con- 
s e r v a t i v e  c l a s s ) ,  i t  is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Huang would be  
L i n t s  first choice f o r  t h i s  s m a l l  g r o u p  a t  t h e  summit 
of power. * 

*Some o b s e r v e r s ,  w h i l e  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  Huang is t h e  
l e a d i n g  c a n d i d a t e  fo r  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee, would re- 
ga rd  h i s  appoin tment  n o t  a s  e v i d e n c e  of a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
of L i n ' s  hand b u t  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  
l eade r s  had succeeded  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e i r  own man -- n o t  
L i n ' s  man -- on t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee. 
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111. L i n  and t h e  P o l i t b u r o  

The impor tance  of t h e  f u l l  p o l i t b u r o  (21 v o t i n g  
members, f o u r  non-vot ing)  is c o n j e c t u r a l .  It  probably  
p l a y s  an  impor t an t  r o l e  i n  decis ion-making when Mao and 
L i n  do n o t  know what t h e y  want t o  do and pu t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
up f o r  a wider d i s c u s s i o n  t h a n  is p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  f i v e -  
man s t a n d i n g  commit tee .  It  is a v o t i n g  body, b u t  is 
n o t  known ever t o  have a c t u a l l y  vo ted ;  i f  i t  has ,  i t  
seems most u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Mao has  ever ( s i n c e  1935) l o s t  
a fo rma l  vo te .  'Mao's t r o u b l e s  of  t h e  e a r l y  1960s -- i n  
e f f e c t i n g  h i s  w i l l  -- came n o t  from r e v e r s a l s  i n  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  but  from o b s t r u c t i o n i s m  i n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
below t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i f  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  is 
used by L i n  In any way -- a s  a v o t i n g  body o r  a s  a body 
of c o n s u l t a n t s  o r  a s  a d e l i b e r a t i v e  body -- its composi- 
t i o n  might be of much importance.  

P r i n c i p a l - P r o t e g e  Groupings: When Mao is not  
i nc luded ,  t h e  20 f u l l  members, c o n s i d e r e d  i n  terms of 
p r i n c i p a l s  and p r o t e g e s ,  seems t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  groups.* 
One group c o n s i s t s  of Lin  and s e v e n  o t h e r  a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s ,  e v e r y  one of whom is a p r o t e g e  and c l o s e  a s -  
s o c i a t e  of L i n ,  p l u s  Madame Lin; ,making a fo rmidab le  
b l o c  Of n ine .  Another  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  f i v e  c i v i l i a n  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG -- Chen Po- ta ,  Kang Sheng, 
Madame Mao, and two younger pe r sons  -- e v e r y  one of 
whom is a p r o t e g e  of Mao o r  Madame Mao. And t h e  t h i r d ,  
a much l o o s e r  group of s i x ,  c o n s i s t s  of government lead-  
ers and i n a c t i v e  o ld - t imers ,  a l l  bel ieved c l o s e r  t o  Chou 
En- la i  t h a n  t o  any o t h e r  p r i n c i p a l .  I n  these terms, a 
Lin-Chou c o a l i t i o n  c o u l d  of c o u r s e  c o n t r o l  t h e  v o t i n g ,  
if there were any. 

*The two members who have no t  appea red  i n  p u b l i c  f o r  
Some months -- and may have f a l l e n  -- a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h i s  f i g u r e .  
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Radica l -Conse rva t ive  Groupings:  The Po l i ' t bu ro  
can  a l s o  be d iv ided  a l o n g  " r a d i c a l "  and "conse rva t ive"  
l i n e s  -- t h a t  is, between t h o s e  on one hand c I o s e l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  r a d i c a l  and d i s r u p t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  and t h o s e  o n . t h e  o t h e r  hand 
whose r o l e s  were more concerned  w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r  re- 
s t o r i n g  o r d e r .  T h i s  is a less s a t i s f a c t o r y  d i v i s i o n ,  
because  most F o l i t b u r o  members were concerned  w i t h  t h e  
implementa t ion  of - bo th  advances and retreats,  depending 
on t h e  phase of t h e  Revo lu t ion .  I t  is t rue,  however, 
t h a t  some l e a d e r s  have seemed t o  show a p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  I 

t o  r a d i c a l  p o l i c i e s ,  l i k e  Mao h imse l f ,  and o t h e r s  have 
seemed t o  prefer  if n o t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  a t  l e a s t  more 
n e a r l y  moderate  p o l i c i e s ,  l i k e  Chou and most m i l i t a r y  
f i g u r e s .  I n  these terms, t h e  " r a d i c a l s "  make a group 
of n i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Lin  and h i s  w i f e ,  a l l  f i v e  c e n t r a l  
CRG l e a d e r s ,  and  two o t h e r  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  
t h e  t f c o n s e r v a t i v e s ' t  t o t a l  s i x ,  Chou and t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  
a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  and t h e  " n e u t r a l s "  ( i n a c t i v e  
o r  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  assess) t o t a l  f o u r .  Expressed  i n  these 
terms t h e  "radicals" would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  dominate  a 
vo te .  

The P o l i t b u r o  i n  Act ion:  Thus  L i n  P i a o ,  whether  
s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders o r  w i t h  t h e  " r a d i c a l s "  
i n  a g i v e n  v o t e  i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  would need t o  p u t  
t o g e t h e r  a c o a l i t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v a i l .  There is a 
q u e s t i o n ,  however, as t o  w h e t h e r  i t  is r e a l i s t i c  t o  
expec t  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  t o  v o t e  L i n  down on a m a t t e r  of 
impor tance  t o  him. Those P o l i t b u r o  members more c l o s e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c e n t r a l  CRG f i g u r e s  or w i t h  Chou En- l a i  
t h a n  w i t h  L i n  would have t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t ,  i n  a show- 
down on t h o s e  l i n e s ,  t h e  means of c o e r c i o n  would be 
a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  hands of L i n ' s  group.  (Ma0 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  employed t h i s  s t r a t a g e m  -- d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  
armed f o r c e  a t  h i s  command -- a t  t h e  August 1966 plenum 
which approved  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion . )  
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h o s e  d i s p o s e d  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  a " r a d i c a l t t  
i n i t i a t i v e  by L i n  would have t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee -- which  is i n  t h e  hands 
of t h e  " r a d i c a l s "  -- c o u l d  s i m p l y  n u l l i f y  an  a d v e r s e  
v o t e  and decide t h e  m a t t e r  among its f i v e  members. 

T 
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The t r u e  impor tance  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  seems t o  
l i e  i n  its p o t e n t i a l  a s  a sounding-board and d i s c u s s i o n  
group,  which c o u l d  p rov ide  L in  w i t h  c o u n s e l  on t h o s e  
matters on which  he might f ee l  a need for s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  
of v i e w .  In s u c h  c a s e s ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  backgrounds,  pre- 
d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s  of t h e  P o l i t -  
bu ro ' s  members migh t  be h o n e s t l y  reflected i n  t h e  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  and might  be t r u l y  h e l p f u l  t o  L in .  The r ange  
of knowledge and competence on t h e  p r e s e n t  P o l i t b u r o  
is c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  a non-Maoist would t h i n k  tha t  
L i n  would do w e l l  t o  have on h i s  P o l i t b u r o  fewer r a d i c a l  
i deo logues  and a g i t a t o r s  of t h e  CRG t y p e  and more 
s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  sectors of t h e  economy -- fewer "reds," 
more e x p e r t s .  Apar t  from t h e  omnicompetent Chou En- 
l a i ,  there is on ly  one P o l i t b u r o  member ( L i  Hsien-nien)  
w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  economic management, 
and he  seems t o  be concerned now w i t h  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  
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IV. Lin  and t 'he  C e n t r a l  M i l i t a r y  Leaders  

The PLA does  n o t  dominate  t h e  "na t iona l "  govern-  
ment: tha t  is, t h e  group of leaders, a l l  i n  Peking ,  who 
make t h e  fundamenta l  d e c i s i o n s  on s u c h  l a r g e  matters 
as n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e ,  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  development of t h e  
economy, and t h e  conduct  of nat ion-wide p o l i t i c a l  cam- 
p a i g n s .  As p r e v i o u s l y  s e e n ,  s u c h  d e c i s i o n s  are made by 
Mao, by Mao and L i n ,  o r  by t h e  five-man P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  *hn may o r  may no t  c o n s u l t  o t h e r s  
first.  The PLA has  been, however, ' . the  base of power 
f o r  Mao ( i n  r e c e n t  years) and  f o r  Lin  ( s i n c e  1959), 
t h e  l f e n f o r c e r * l  of t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  need t o  be en- 
f o r c e d ,  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  of Mao and L in  and o t h e r  c e n t r a l  
leaders, t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of many c e n t r a l  m i n i s t r i e s ,  t h e  
de f a c t o  government o u t s i d e  Peking f o r  most of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  t h e  dominant f o r c e  w i t h i n  most of 
tb l o c a l  gove rn ing  bod ies  charged w i t h  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
Mao's p o l i c i e s ,  and  ( i n  t h e  f i e l d  armies) t h e  c o e r c i v e  
power th roughou t  China.  The c e n t r a l  leadership of 
t h e  PLA power-system i n  r e c e n t  years has  come t o  be 
s t r i k i n g l y  dominated by L i n  P i a o  and t h o s e  regarded i n  
t h i s  paper as h i s  p r o t e g e s .  

The MAC S t a n d i n g  Committee: The most impor t an t  
o rgans  of t h  e c e n t r a l  m i l i t  a r y  apparatus are: t h e  
M i l i t a r y  Affairs Committee (Mk) , -wh ich  has  a u t h o r i t y  
o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and c a n  s e n d  
o r d e r s  d i r e c t l y  t o  any component; t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
u n i t  of t h e  MAC, which  hand les  its d a i l y  work and 
s u p e r v i s e s  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  the.PLA ( in -  
c l u d i n g  t h e  work of t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department);  
and t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  o r  J o i n t  Chiefs -of -Staf f  -- i c e . ,  
t h e  Chief -of -Staf f  and h i s  depu t i e s ,  t h e  p l ann ing  organ  
of t h e  MAC and  t h e  s o u r c e  of most of t h e  o r d e r s  go ing  
t o  t h e  PLA. I t  is i n  these three key organs  t h a t  L i n t s  
p r o t e g e s  a re  most h e a v i l y  clustered. 
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When t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  began, L in  was ( a s  
h e  remains)  t h e  d e  f a c t o  chairman of t h e  MAC, bu t  its 
key poS t s  -- o f f i c e r s  of t h e  MAC and members of its 
s t a n d i n g  commit tee  -- were d i v i d e d  abou t  e q u a l l y  between 
( a )  o ld - t imers  who had made t h e i r  careers independen t ly  
of L i n  and  (b)  a small  group of L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s .  During 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ,  L in  purged o r  he lped  t o  purge 
s e v e r a l  of them ( i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  who were h i s  own p r o t e g e s  
o r  j o i n t  Mao-Lin p r o t e g e s ) ,  and  has  set aside o t h e r s . *  
The MAC l e a d e r s h i p  is now composed a lmost  e n t i r e l y  of 
L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s .  The MAC leaders, who ho ld  many o t h e r  
key p o s t s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  a p p a r a t u s ,  are: 
(1 )  Y e h  Chien-ying, t h e  on ly  vice-chairman known t o  be 
act ive,  L in ' s  deputy  i n  t h e  o l d  Cent ra l -South  command " 
and a spokesman f o r  him i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  
b e l i e v e d  t o  be c l o s e r  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  Chou En- la i ;  (2) 
Huang Yung-sheng, L i n ' s  "model" p r o t e g e  p r e v i o u s l y  
d i scussed ,  who a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  and c h i e f  of t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  is second i n  impor tance  on ly  t o  
L in ;  $3,4,5) three leaders w i t h  a common p r o f i l e ,  Wu 
Fa-hsien,  L i  Tso-peng, and C h i u  Hui- tso,  each of whom 
long  served w i t h  L in ,  was named by L i n  t o  a key m i l i t a r y  
p o s t  i n  t h e  1959-67 p e r i o d  ( r e s p e c t i v e l y  Commander of 
t h e  A i r  Force ,  1st P o l i t i c a l  O f f i c e r  of t h e  Navy, 
D i r e c t o r  of L o g i s t i c s ) ,  and h a s  been g i v e n  k e y  p o s t s  
i n  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  o rgans  of t h e  PLA i n  r e c e n t  years; 
(6) Yeh Chun, L i n ' s  w i f e  and t h e  head of h i s  s t a f f  
o f f i c e ;  ( 7 )  Wen Yu-cheng, commander of t h e  Peking  Gar- 
r i s o n ,  a j o i n t  Lin-Huang p r o t e g e  from t h e  C e n t r a l -  
South**; ( 8 )  Liu  Hsien-chuan, who long  served w i t h  L i n  

*The most r e c e n t  t o  f a l l  seems t o  be H s i e h  Fu-chih,  
n o t  a L i n  p r o t e g e  b u t  a p r o t e g e  of t h e  d i s g r a c e d  Teng 
Hsiao-ping, who, s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  was added t o  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  of t h e  MAC and even t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  bu t  has  now 
been mis s ing  f o r  many months. 

**Wen has been m i s s i n g  s i n c e  1 June ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
some of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  G a r r i s o n .  
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and was brought  from a d i s t r i c t  command i n  1968 t o  a 
key c e n t r a l  p o s t ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  Second A r t i l l e r y  ( m i s -  
s i l e s ) ;  (9) Su Yu, n o t  a L i n  p r o t e g e ,  a n  o l d t i m e  f i e l d  
army commander w i t h  a s p e c t a c u l a r  combat r e c o r d  who i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  has headed t h e  O f f i c e  of N a t i o n a l  Defense 
I n d u s t r i e s ,  and who is bBlZeved t o  be c l o s e  t o  Chou En- 
la i - ;  and,  f i n a l l y ,  (JO]' C i  Te-shepg,,: n o t  '8' Lin - p r o t e g e  

bu t  t h e  p r o t e g e  of a p r o t e g e ,  r e c e n t l y  brought  from 
a n  army command t o  be D i r e c t o r  of t h e  General  P o l i t i c a l  
Department.  
and  t h e  l a s t  -- are  a l s o  members of t h e  P a r t y  P o l i t b u r o . )  

(Seven of these pe r sons  -- t h e  first s i x ,  

The MAC A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Uni t :  The compos i t ion  
of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  of t h  e MAC -- t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  
of a P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t  -- has been r e p o r t e d  on ly  once 
( i n  1968); i t  has  p robab ly  added a t  least one o f f i c e r .  
The s e v e n  r e p o r t e d  o f f i c e r s  as of 1968 were secretary- 
g e n e r a l  Huang Yung-sheng and s i x  o t h e r s  ( a t 1  d i s c u s s e d  
above) from t h e  s t a n d i n g  commit tee  -- t h e  seven  regarded 
(among MAC o f f i c e r s )  as c l o s e s t  t o  L in ,  e v e r y  one of 
them a L i n  p r o t e g e  i n  e v e r y  sense .*  L i n  was obv ious ly  
de te rmined  t o  have p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work i n  t h e  PLA 
c o n t r o l l e d  by people  he c o u l d  trust, because ,  as he t o l d  
them, it was t o  be t h e i r  j o b  t o  decide whom else  he 
cou ld  t r u s t .  The  o f f i c e r  p robab ly  added is L i  Te-sheng, 
t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department d i r e c t o r  n o t e d  above.  

. .. 

The Genera l  S t a f f :  Although L i n  h i m s e l f  is 
M i n i s t e r  of N a t i o n a l  Defense,  t h i s  M i n i s t r y  appears t o  
be a s u p e r f l u o u s  e c h e l o n ,  l a r g e l y  bypassed i n  r e c e n t  
years, between t h e  MAC and t h e  Genera l  S t a f f . * *  It is I 

I 
I 

*The s e v e n  are Huang, Wu, Li, C h i u ,  Yeh, Wen and 
L iu ,  numbers 2 ,  3, 4, 5 ,  6, 7, and 8 i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y -  

**Lin may p l a n  t o  name Huang Yung-sheng t o  t h i s  poSt 

g i v e n  list of t h e  MAC l e a d e r s h i p .  I 
I 
1 
l 

and make it once a g a i n  impor t an t .  
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t h e  Deputy Ch ie f s -o f -S ta f f ,  n o t  t h e  Deputy M i n i s t e r s  of , 
Defense,  who are members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and of t h e  
MAC s t a n d i n g  committee and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ;  t h e  MAC 
h a s  n o t  even  bo the red  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  depu ty  m i n i s t e r s  
who were purged,  and t h o s e  s t i l l  i d e n t i f i e d  have  n o t  
been c l o s e  t o  L in  i n  r e c e n t  years. 

organ  below t h e  level of t h e  MAC. Under C/S Huang Yung- 
sheng,  who r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  are 1 0  o r  11 
d e p u t y  chiefs who are c o n c u r r e n t l y  t h e  commanders o r  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  of o t h e r  service arms ( A i r  Force ,  
Navy, p o s s i b l y  Second A r t i l l e r y ) ,  t h e  heads of a t  least  
two of t h e  thr'ee known g e n e r a l  depar tments  (Staff ,  P o l i -  
t i ca l ,  L o g i s t i c s ) ,  t h e  p r o b a b l e  heads of c e r t a i n  key  sub-  
depa r tmen t s  of t h e  General  S t a f f  Department,  and two o r  
three o t h e r  key  f i g u r e s .  

occupancy of setveral k e y  p o s t s  c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  is s t r i k i n g .  
Of  t h e  10 o r  11 m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who comprise  t h i s  group 
(depending on whether  Li Te-sheng has  been added t o  
t h e  d e p u t i e s ) ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  -- Huang, Wu Fa-hsien,  L i  
Tso-peng, Chiu Hui-tso,  and L i  Te-sheng i f  added -- 
have  been encoun te red  above as  c o n c u r r e n t l y  members of 
t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  of t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  committee,  and  of 
t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ;  and a n o t h e r ,  Wen Yu-cheng, 
on t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  committee and t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
u n i t .  F ive  O f  t h o s e  s i x  ( a l l  b u t  L o a r e  L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s .  
Of t h e  remain ing  f i v e  deputy  c h i e f s - o f - s t a f f s ,  two are 
L i n  p r o t e g e s ,  and three are n o t .  

The Genera l  S t a f f  is c l e a r l y  t h e  most impor t an t  

Again t h e  c l u s t e r i n g  of L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s ,  and t h e  

O t h e r  C e n t r a l  M i l i t a r y  Leaders :  The o t h e r  k e y  
f i g u r e s  of t h  e c e n t r a l  m i l i t  ary l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  t h e  o t h e r  
l e a d i n g  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  service-arms and t h e  
three g e n e r a l  depar tments ,  o t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  service 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( a r t i l l e r y ,  armored,  e n g i n e e r s ,  r a i l w a y  
e n g i n e e r s ,  s i g n a l ,  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y ,  eto), t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Defense S c i e n t i f i c  and Techno log ica l  Commission ( r e s e a r c h  
and development of advanced weapons), t h e  O f f i c e  of 
N a t i o n a l  Defense I n d u s t r i e s  ( p r o d u c t i o n  of advanced 
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weapons), and  t h e  Peking G a r r i s o n .  The p i c t u r e  is less 
s t r i k i n g  a t  t h i s  level. Whereas L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  occupy 
t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of p o s t s  a t  t h e  v e r y  t o p  l e v e l  d i s -  

.cussed above, a t  t h i s  second level t h e y  occupy fewer 
t h a n  h a l f .  A t  t h i s  level t h e y  f i l l  more t h a n  h a l f  of 
t h e  l e a d i n g  p o s t s  on ly  i n  c e r t a i n  arms and headquarters 
and  o f f i c e s  which  L i n  presumably regards as e s p e c i a l l y  
s e n s i t i v e  -- t h e  A i r  Force ,  A r t i l l e r y ,  and 2nd A r t i l l e r y  
(missiles), On t h i s  r e a s o n i n g ,  a n  abundance of L i n  
p r o t e g e s  would be expec ted  t o o  i n  t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  
Department and t h e  Peking Gar r i son ,  bu t  t h i s  is appar-  
e n t l y  no t  t h e  c a s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e . *  

* A s  of 1968 I 69 , t h e  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department was 
i n a c t i v e ,  and its work of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and s u r v e i l l a n c e  
was be ing  handled by  two special  bod ies ,  t he  P o l i t i c a l  
Work Group and  t h e  Support- the-Left  Group. The more 
impor t an t  of t h e  two, t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group, charged 
w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  PLA leaders from a r m y - l e v e l  up, was 
a p p a r e n t l y  l e d  by t h e  L in  p r o t e g e  Wu Fa-hsien;  t h e  o t h e r  
was a mixed group.  The P o l i t i c a l  Work Group may still  
e x i s t ,  a s  y e t  a n o t h e r  s u p e r v i s o r y  a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  
r e c o n s t r u c t e d  Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department,  bu t  t h i s  
seems unnecessary ,  as t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t ,  com- 
posed of t h e  same L in  p r o t e g e s ,  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  f o r ' t h i s  
purpose .  The P o l i t i c a l  Work Group has n o t  been heard  
from i n  t h e  paSt y e a r ,  and probably  faded away a s  t h e  
Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department began o p e r a t i n g  a g a i n  late 
i n  1969. However, t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Work Group v e r y  prob- 
ably assembled t h e  new Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department,  
which means t h a t  hard-core Lin-men were s a t i s f i e d  as t o  
t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  GPD's new leaders, even  though.'. 
most of t h o s e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  GPD do n o t  seem t o  be 
L i n  p r o t e g e s  themselves.  L i n t s  c o n t r o l  over  the GPD is 
p u t  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  n o t  by t h e  GPD leadership bu t  by t h e  
f ac t  t h a t  s u p e r v i s o r y  a u t h o r i t y  was d iv ided  9- as of 
1968 -- between t h e  MAC and Kang Sheng ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s .  The l a t t e r  may, as  b e f o r e ,  work 
th rough  s p e c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  g roups  i n  t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  depar tments  a t  a l l  levels. However, a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
s u g g e s t e d ,  Chou E n - l a i ' s  r o l e  i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
s e c u r i t y  work a t  l e a s t  d i l u t e s  Kang's r o l e .  
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There  is a l a r g e  group i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h i p  -- several dozen peop le  -- i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
p o s t s  of s u f f i c i e n t  importance t o  r a t e  a mention of 
t h e i r  occupan t s  on ce remonia l  occas ions .  Many of these 
are m i l i t a l ' y  p o s i t i o n s  a t  lower levels than  t h o s e  
d i s c u s s e d  above -- e.g. ,  j u n i o r  d e p u t i e s  i n  t h e  serqice 
arms and  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of u n p u b l i c i z e d  
m i l i t a r y  o rgans  (e.g., i n t e l l i g e n c e ) ,  and t h e  leaders 
of m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s .  Many o t h e r s ,  however, a r e  t h e  
ch ie f s  and  d e p u t y  chiefs of M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions 
i n  c e n t r a l  government m i n i s t r i e s ,  u n s p e c i f i e d  key f i g u r e s  
i n  m i n i s t r i e s  from which  t h e  MCCs have been withdrawn, 
and key f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  now be ing  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  There are several of L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s  i n  
t h i s  group,  b u t  t h e y  seem t o  be a small  m i n o r i t y .  

L i n ' s  Domination: In  sum, L i n  P i a 0  seems t o  
dominate  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  t h e  degree 
he  wants  t o  -- overwhelmingly (on t h i s  r ead ing ]  a t  t h e  
t o p  level, t o  a degree neve r  b e f o r e  s e e n ,  l a r g e l y  
th rough  a small number of p r o t e g e s  i n  c o n c u r r e n t  p o s t s  
i n  t h e  three most impor tan t  o rgans ;  and s e l e c t i v e l y  
a t  t h e  second  level, a l t h o u g h  t h i s  may i n c r e a s e  as 
new l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  H e  does n o t  seem 
t o  c o n c e r n  h imse l f  much w i t h  lower l e v e l s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p :  he is c o n t e n t  w i t h  a mix tu re  of o ld - t imers ,  
p r o t e g e s  of o t h e r  t o p - l e v e l  and second- leve l  leaders, 
and p romis ing  young people .  
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V. L i n  and t h e  Reg iona l  M i l i t a r y  L e a d e r s  . 

The h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  11 M i l i t a r y  Regions  ( M s )  
have been i n  e f fec t  C h i n a ' s  r e g i o n a l  governments  s i n c e  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  P a r t y ' s  r e g i o n a l  b u r e a u s  i n  
1966-67. The commander and p o l i t i c a l  officer of e a c h  
of t h e s e  MRs a r e  powerful  f i g u r e s ,  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  .(un- 
less Peking  chooses t o  exercise i t  d i r e c t l y )  o v e r  t h e  
armies d i s p o s e d  i n  them; moreover ,  o n e  or t h e  other 
a lways  heads  t h e  tv revo lu  t i o n a r y  c o m m i  ttt3et1 (government) 
of t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s  is loca ted  
The commanders and p o l i t i c a l  off icers  of t h e  36 or  more 
armies d isposed  i n  these MRs are  a l s o  powerful  f i g u r e s ;  
w h i l e  s u b j e c t  t o  orders from t h e  MRs or d i r e c t l y  from 
Pek ing ,  t h e y  command t h e  forces on  w h i c h  t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  
Peking  p r i m a r i l y  depend for  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of t h e i r  w i l l  
o u t s i d e  Pek ing .  The commanders and p o l i t i c a l  officers 
of t h e  24 M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  (MDs) are  no rma l ly  less  
important . ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  normal ly  c o n t r o l  o n l y  PLA s e c u r i t y  
forces, g a r r i s o n  commands, and t h e  m i l i t i a ;  b u t  some 
have been c o n c u r r e n t l y  (and first) t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  
armies s e n t  i n t o  s e n s i t i v e  a r eas ,  some have been g i v e n  
command of major t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  i n  emergencies ,  and ' 

many have been i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  a s  
t h e  heads of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" i n  those pro- 
v i n c e s  n o t  dominated by t h e  MR l eade r s .  

The Purged and t h e  Proteges: When t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  began, t h e  11 MRs were dominated by t h e  
P a r t y ' s  r e g i o n a l  bureaus  ( g e n e r a l l y  c o t e r m i n o u s ) ,  w h i c h  
were of c o u r s e  p a r t s  of t h e  P a r t y  machine directed by 
L iu  S h a o - c h i  and Teng Hsiao-ping. The r e g i o n a l  first 
s e c r e t a r i e s ,  s t r o n g e r  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t  t h a n  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders of these r e g i o n s ,  were a l s o  t h e  first 
p o l i t i c a l  off icers  of a l l  of these MRs, t h u s  d o u b l i n g  
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  and u s u a l l y  t h e  first secretar ies  of 
t h e  P a r t y  committees of t h e  MRs. Most of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commanders of t h e  MRs,  u n l i k e  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  - p o l i t i c a l  
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fo r  a t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of Peng Te-huai  i n  1959, owing 
to  h i s  close a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Peng, and he may have been 
on p r o b a t i o n  i n  L i n t s  mind; by s p r i n g  1960,  however, 
h e  was conf i rmed a s  t h e  Ts inan  commander, and from e a r l y  
1962 seemed c l e a r l y  i n  good f a v o r .  As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  
Yang was to  have t h e  e a s i e s t  time of any of  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
commanders i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion .  Again,  , i t  m u s t  
be admi t t ed  t h a t  some o b s e r v e r s  see t h e s e  men -- and 
other MR leaders  -- n o t  a s  L i n t s  proteges b u t  a s  inde- 
penden t ly  powerfu l  f i g u r e s  w i t h  whom h e  m u s t  ltcompromise.ll 
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o f f i c e r s ,  were a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  marked f o r  pu rg ing  when 
t h e  Revo lu t ion  began; however, a few were under  s u s p i c i o n ,  
o t h e r s  came under  s u s p i c i o n  wiOh t h e  purge  of c e r t a i n  
cen.Cra1 m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  t o  whom t h e y  had been close, 
and o t h e r s  r a n  a f o u l  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  i t s e l f .  

A l l  11 of t h e  Party-machine f i g u r e s  who were 
r e g i o n a l  first s e c r e t a r i e s  and first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  
were b rough t  down i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however, L in  P i a o  
s t r o n g l y  expressed h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  s e v e r a l  of h i s  
r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders. A t  l e a s t  f o u r  of them 
-- Huang Yung-sheng of Canton,  Chen H s i - l i e n  of 
Shenyang, Hsu Shih-yu of Nanking, and Han Hsien-chu of  
Foochow -- were summoned by L i n  i n  A u g u s t  1966, to- 
g e t h e r  w i t h  a few c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t o  be t o l d  
about  L i n t s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  conduct  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion  i n  the PLA. A f i f t h  appare l l t  f a v o r i t e  of 
L i n t s ,  Yang Te-chih of T s i n a n ,  may a l s o  have been p r e s e n t . *  
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I n  t h e  course of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  L in  h a s  con t inued  t o  
show great c o n f i d e n c e  i n  those f i v e ,  b u t  h a s  r e p l a c e d  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders of t h e  o t h e r  s i x  MRs. The 
Pek ing  MR was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  1967; Chengtri twice, i n  
1966 and 1967; Kunming i n  1966-67; Wuhan i n  1967; 
S i n k i a n g  i n  1968; and Lanchow i n  1969. I n  e a c h  case 
b u t  o n e  (Lanchow), t h e  r e p l a c e d  commander was purged.  

The l e a d e r s  .of t h e  armies d i s p o s e d  i n  t h e  MRs 
and MDs, and t h e  commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s  of 
t h e  MDs, were a l s o  a problem for  L in .  The armies were 
i n  better s h a p e  t h a n  t h e  MRs and MDs, b u t  t h e i r  poli- 
t i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  MR p o l i t i c a l  
officers ( t h a t  is, Party-machine f i g u r e s ) ;  and most of 
t h e  MDs, l i k e  t h e  MRs,  were dominated by Party-machine 
t y p e s  who were c o n c u r r e n t l y  first secretaries and f i rs t  
p o l i t i c a l  officers.  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  
L i n  h a s  changed t h e  commands of s e v e r a l  of t h e  armies ,*  
and h a s  r e p l a c e d  20 of tb first p o l i t i c a l  off icers  of 
t h e  MDs and 19 of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders of t h e  MDs.  
S e v e r a l  of t h e  MDs have been r e o r g a n i z e d  twice. 

p r o t e g e s  have moved i n t o  key  p o s i t i o n s ,  or have been 
promoted from key  p o s i t i o n s  t o  h i g h e r  and dominat ing  
p o s i t i o n s .  I t  seems a p p a r e n t  i n  these r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  
s t r u c t u r e ,  t h a t  L i n  h a s  been conce rned  t o  get h i s  
p r o t e g e s  -- men he h a s  good r e a s o n  t o  t r u s t  -- i n t o  
t h e  t o p - l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s ,  n o t  i n t o  t h e  second-and-third 
l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s :  t h a t  is, t o  p l a c e  them a s  commanders 
of MRs,  for example,  r a t h e r  t h a n  MDs. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

I n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  many of L i n t s  

. .  . ,  

* A  p r e c i s e  f i g u r e  fo r  t h e  armies c a n n o t  be p rov ided ;  
most of t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  when t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  began, were 
n o t  known. T h e r e  is g e n e r a l  agreement  t h a t  t h e  pu rge  
of t h e  armies h a s  been s u b s t a n t i a l ,  b u t  on n o t h i n g  l i k e  
the  s c a l e  of t h e  MR and MD h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
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he h a s  n o t  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e s e  t o p  p o s i t i o n s  a s  many 
proteges a s  he  m i g h t  have;  he c o u l d ,  i f  he c h o s e ,  have 
p l aced  them i n  e v e r y  t o p - l e v e l  p o s t  i n  each MR, by 
t a k i n g  some f*o=er MRs s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  them (Canton 
and Foochow), or -- probab ly  -- i n  command of e v e r y  
army, by moving u p  some d e p u t y  commanders of other  
armies. But  he  h a s  n o t  done t h i s ,  he  h a s  o f t e n  been 
c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  man i n  p lace ,  and h a s  sometimes as- 
s i g n e d  p r o t e g e s  of o t h e r  leaders  (even disgraced l e a d e r s )  
t o  key p o s i t i o n s .  

The Four  Most Impor t an t  MRs: The g e n e r a l l y -  
a c c e p t e d  "s t ra tegic  areas"  of China  -- so d e f i n e d  
for a combina t ion  of p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y  and economic 
r e g i o n s  -- c e n t e r  on  Pek ing ,  Shenyang, Nanking and 
Canton. Pek ing  too regards  them as t h e  most impor, tant .  
The l a r g e s t  numbers of armies a r e  i n  these f o u r  MRs. 
Both t h e  commander and t h e  first p o l i t ' i c a l  o f f icer  of 
one of t h e s e  (Nanking) a r e  on t h e  P a r t y  p o l i t b u r o ,  t h e  
commander of a n o t h e r  (Shenyang) is there, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f icer  of a n o t h e r  (Peking)  is there,  and t h e  ex- 
commander of t h e  f o u r t h  (Canton) is there. No o the r  
MRs a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  

The Shenyang MR, t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  Northeast  
r e g i o n  once  commanded by L i n ,  seems s e c u r e  unde r  Chen 
H s i - l i e n ,  named t o  t h e  p o s t  by Lin i n  1959, shown to  
be i n  L i n t s  c o n f i d e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  
and  added t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i n  1969. (The first p o l i -  
t i c a l  officer is a n  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e  r e s t o r e d  by t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n . )  The  s e n i o r  d e p u t y  commanders a r e  a l s o  
L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s .  Most of t h e  known army commanders i n  
t h i s  MR are  Lin-men or a t  l e a s t  o u t  of L i n ' s  o l d  forces. 
The m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h i s  MR a r e  
a p p a r e n t l y  still  b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  and may or may 
n o t  show t h e  same p a t t e r n .  

The Nanking MR is commanded by Hsu Shih-yu, an- 
other named t o  a key  p o s t  by L i n  i n  1959, whose t r o o p s  
p r o t e c t e d  Mao and L i n  i n  t h e i r  w i n t e r  re t reat  of 1965-66, 
who was working w i t h  Lin on  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  even  p r i o r  t o  mid-1966, was p r o t e c t e d  by Mao 
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and L i n  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and was added t o  t h e  
Po l i tbu ro  i n  1969. (The first p o l i t i c a l  off icer ,  a n  
o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e  who he lped  Mao t o  l a u n c h  t h e  Revolu- 
t i o n ,  s p e n d s  l i t t l e  t i m e  h e r e  and  h a s  apparently.been 
r e p l a c e d  d e  f a c t o  by a L i n  p r o t e g e . )  Most of t h e  
l e a d i n g  f igu res  of armies and MDs h e r e  seem t o  be 
p r o t e g e s  of H s u  h i m s e l f ,  presumably though t  r e l i a b l e  
for  t h a t  r e a s o n .  

The Canton MR, commanded u n t i l  1968 by t h e  
model L i n  p r o t e g e  Huang Yung-sheng ( t h e n  b rough t  t o  
P e k i n g  a s  L i n t s  first d e p u t y ) ,  is commanded now by 
T i n g  Sheng, a l s o * a  L i n  p r o t e g e  from t h e  4 t h  F i e l d  
Army b u t  n o t  a s  close to  L i n  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a s  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  who were a v a i l a b l e .  T i n g  was promoted from 
a n o t h e r  a r e a ,  a p p a r e n t l y  for e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .  
V i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  -- m i l i ' t a r y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  -- of t h i s  MR, of t h e  armies  d i s p o s e d  i n  
i t ,  and of t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  MDs, are  proteges of L i n  
and/or  Huang. T h i s  MR seems t o  be j u s t  as s o l i d  as 
Shenyang and Nanking. 

Among t h e  four  key  MRs -- and now i n  f a c t  among 
a l l  11 MRs -- Peking  is t h e  c u r i o u s  and i n e x p l i c a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n .  N e i t h e r  t h e  a c t i n g  commander nor t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  o f f icer  is a L i n  p r o t e g e ,  n o r  a r e  t h e i r  senior 
d e p u t i e s * ;  and i n  t h e  Pek ing  Garr i son  -- t h e  immedia te ly  
a v a i l a b l e  c o e r c i v e  force -- o n l y  t h e  commander is known 
t o  be a L i n  man, and he  is m i s s i n g .  However, some of 
t h e  armies in t h i s  MR are  commanded by men who a r e  L i n ' s  

*Lin began t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  one  of h i s  
l o n g  time p r o t e g e s  -- Yang Yung -- i n  t h e  key  p o s t  of 
commander of t h i s  MR. Purged i n  1967,  Yang is t h e  o n l y  
L i n  p r o t e g e  among t h e  60-odd r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  lead= 
known or b e l i e v e d  purged.  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  L i n  
p r o t e g e s  among t h e  m i s s i n g ,  b u t  some of t h e s e  have  
been r e p o r t e d  under  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  ( p e r h a p s  s a v e d  by 
t h e i r  t i e s  w i t h  L i n ) ,  and most a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  show u p  
e v e n t u a l l y .  
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p r o t e g e s  or o u t  of h i s  o l d  forces, and h i s  p r o t e g e s  
a r e  beg inn ing  to  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  MD commands. 

The Seven L e s s e r  MRs: The seven  other MRs a l l  
seem t o  be i n  g e n e r a l l y  good s h a p e ,  from L i n ' s  p o i n t  
of  view. The T s i n a n  MR is commanded by a L i n  f a v o r i t e , ,  
Yang Te-chih,  t h e  a c t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  is a long-  
time L i n  protege, and there may be o thers  i n  t h e  armies 
t h e r e .  The Foochow MR under  Ban Hsien-chu is a model, 
w i t h  a l l  of t h e  l e a d i n g  p o s t s  i n . t h e  MR, and others  
i n  t h e  armies and t h e  MDs, h e l d  by p r o t e g e s  and p e r s o n a l  
f r i e n d s  of L i n t s .  The  Wuhan MR is commanded by L i n ' s  
p r o t e g e . a n d  f r i e n d  Tseng Szu-yu and h a s  some o t h e r  
Lin-men i n  t h e  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The Chengtu MR is 
commanded by two f i g u r e s  described by L in  a s  "o ld  
f r i e n d s , "  one  of whom is i n  f a c t  h i s  protege, t h e  
other  a p p a r e n t l y  f a v o r e d  by Mao for  h i s  s u p p o r t  a t  a 
c r i t i c a l  time; t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  T i b e t  MD is dominated 
by L i n ' s  p r o t e g e s ,  and  there may be others  i n  t h e  
armies. The Kunming MR h a s  a l s o  been l e d  by t w o  men 
descr ibed by L i n  a s  h i s  "old f r i e n d s , "  who have appar-  
e n t l y  been r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  armies  and Mus; t h a t  one  
of t h e  t w o  who f i ts  t h e  p a t t e r n  of a L i n  p r o t e g e  h a s  
j u s t  now d i e d ;  and t h e  o ther  may r e p l a c e  him i n  t h e  
top  p o s t ,  The S i n k i a n g  MR, t roublesome u n t i l  1968, 
h a s  been s t a b l e  for  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  under  t w o  of 
L i n t s  p r o t e g e s ,  one  of whom may have  been t r a n s f e r r e d  
r e c e n t l y  t o  t h e  less s a t i s f a c t o r y . r P e k i n g  MR. 

The Lanchow MR, a s  of summer 1970,  was a n  ex- 
c e p t i o n ,  and a n  i m p o r t a n t  one ,  because  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
a n c i l l a r y  PLA h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( a t  S i an )  and a number of 
C h i n a ' s  most s e n s i t i v e  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  N e i t h e r  
t h e  commander nor  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  was a L i n  
p r o t e g e ,  and t h e  s e n i o r  f i g u r e s  th roughou t  t h e  MR were 
o l d - t i m e r s  i n  t h e  area who had had t i es  w i t h  two 
purged m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  I n  r e c e n t  months,  however,  
L in  h a s  s e n t  i n t o  t h i s  MR a s t r o n g  army commanded by 
h i s  l ong t ime  p r o t e g e s ,  and has  i n s t a l l e d  a n o t h e r  pro- 
tege, P i  Ting-chun, a s  t h e  new commander of t h e  AIR. 
( P i ' s  p r o f i l e  resembles t h a t  of T i n g  Sheng i n  Canton.  

. .  
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H e  was s e r v i n g  w i t h  L i n  a s  e a r l y  a s  1937, b u t  h a s  been 
closer ove r  t h e  y e a r s  t o  o the r  L i n  p r o t e g e s  -- Hsu 
Shih-yu, Chen H s i - l i e n ,  and Han Hsien-chu -- t han  t o  
L i n  h i m s e l f . )  P i  seems to  have become t h e  head of 
t h e  MR P a r t y  committee, a p o s t  r e p o r t e d l y  h e l d  pre-  
v i o u s l y  by t h e  first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r .  L i n  may i d -  
c r e a s i n g l y  a r r a n g e  for  h i s  p r o t e g e s  t o  get  t h e s e  key 
P a r t y  p o s t s . *  

t a r y  Region6 seems ve ry  s t r o n g .  A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  MR 
commanders a r e  h i s  p r o t e g e s .  So are s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
first p o l i t i c a l  off icers ,  and t h e  others have seemed 
a l so  t o  s e r v e  h im w e l l  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  Many 
other l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  MRs, and i n  t h e  armies 
disposed i n  them, a re  L i n t s  p r o t e g e s .  Only t h e  Peking  
MR still seems t o  requi re  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  L i n ' s  pro- 
t e g e s  do  n o t  dominate  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  un impor t an t  m i l i -  
t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  t o  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  
dominate  t h e  powerful m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s ,  and L in  does 
n o t  seem t o  f e e l  a need f o r  t h i s  degree of dominat ion  
a t  t h e  lower l e v e l .  But L i n t s  men a r e  still  r e o r g a n i z -  
i n g  t h e  MDs, and a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e g e s  of L i n t s  are  ex- 
p e c t e d  t o  appear  i n  them as w e l l .  

I n  sum, L i n t s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  M i l i -  

I 

* I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  first p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  was a lmos t  
a lways  t h e  f i r s t  secretary of t h e  P a r t y  committee of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n  or  other o r g a n i z a t i o n .  L i n  - may be 
chang ing  t h a t ,  making t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander normal ly  
t h e  dominant f i g u r e .  Evidence is i n c o n c l u s i v e .  Only 
two f i r s t  secretaries -- or  u n t i t l e d  heads -- of P a r t y  
committees i n  t h e  MRs had been c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r :  
Chang Chun-chiao i n  t h e  Nanking M R ,  who is t h e  first 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  and Lung Shu-chin i n  t h e  S i n k i a n g  
MR, who is t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander. If P i  is now t h e  
head of t h e  P a r t y  committee i n  t h e  Lanchow MR, two of 
t h r e e  would be m i l i t a r y  commanders. 
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VI, Lin  and t h e  S t a t e  Machinery 

A s  L i n  h i m s e l f  obse rved ,  t h e  PLA i n  1967 was 
f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  machinery,  r ega rded  by 
Mao and h i m s e l f  a s  b e i n g  almost a s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  as 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  w h i c h  c o n t r o l l e d  i t .  L in  s a i d  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  remain  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  machinery lQnger t h a n  n e c e s s a r y .  But i t  is st i l l  
there, and is e v i d e n t l y  t o  s t a y .  

The C e n t r a l  Government: The M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
Committee had c o n t r o l  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Defense S c i e n t i f i c  
& T e c h n o l o g i c a l  Commission (research and development of 
advanced weapons) l ong  before t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion  
began,  and i n  s p r i n g  1967 i t  took o v e r  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
N a t i o n a l  Defense I n d u s t r i e s  * ( p r o d u c t i o n  of advanced 
weapons) ,  w h i c h  directs t h e  work of t h e  impor t an t  
m i n i s t r i e s  of heavy i n d u s t r y .  The MAC was a p p a r e n t l y  
t o  keep c o n t r o l  of t h e s e  o r g a n s  permanent ly .  Those 
o r g a n s  -- s t a f f  o f f i c e s ,  other m i n i s t r i e s  and c o m m i s -  
s i o n s ,  bu reaus  and s p e c i a l  a g e n c i e s  -- which  were t o  
be s u p e r v i s e d  o n l y  t e m p o r a r i l y  by t h e  PLA were p l a c e d  
under  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions. T h e s e  MCCs were 
a p p a r e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  c e n t r a l  government 
o r g a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  and 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s .  

Many of t h e  PLA leaders i n  t h e  s t a t e  machinery 
have been i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  o n l y  a few have been t i e d  to  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o s t s .  Some of them a r e  p r o t e g e s  of L in  
Piao -- e.g. ,  t h e  head of t h e  m i n i s t r y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be 
concerned  w i t h  n u c l e a r  weapons -- b u t  m o s t  of t h e m  1 

3 are n o t .  Lin has a p p a r e n t l y  no t  been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  h imsel f  s t r o n g l y  -- th rough p r o t e g e s  -- 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  machinery a c r o s s  t h e  board.  

I 

I n  r e c e n t  months t h e  c e n t r a l  government has  been 
b r i s k l y  r e o r g a n i z i n g ,  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  and 
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r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  number, d e a c t i v a t i n g  t h e  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  
Commissions and a p p o i n t i n g  t o p  o f f i c i a l s .  I n  t h e  pro- 
cess, PLA officers who have presumably been t h e  l e a d e r s  
of MCCs in t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  a r e  be ing  appo in ted  a s  c i v i l i a n  
o f f i c i a l s .  For example,  i n  r e c e n t  weeks a PLA l e a d e r  
has  been l i s t e d  i n  second p l a c e  among o f f i c e r s  of t h e  
M i d i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  and a n o t h e r  has  been named 
t h e  new M i n i s t e r  of A g r i c u l t u r e  and F o r e s t r y .  Many o the r  
career m i l i t a r y  men have appeared  i n  t h e  news i n  such  
a way a s  t o  g n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  be named t o  s i m i l a r  
posts. I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  men are n o t  well-known f i g u r e s .  
T h i s  means t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  L i n t s  l ong t ime  p r o t e g e s ,  
t h e  s e n s e  i n  wh ich  "protege" h a s  been used  i n  t h i s  paper .  
The chances  are t h a t  t h e y  are n o t  even  more r e c e n t  
p ro teges .  The appo in tmen t s  of PLA of f icers  a t  t h i s  
l e v e l  a re  p r o b a b l y  handled n o t  by L i n  or even by t h e  
MAC s t a n d i n g  committee b u t  by some lesser body s u c h  a s  
t h e  MAC a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  Chou 
E n - l a i ' s  S t a t e  Counc i l .  

Beyond t h e  purview g i v e n  him by t h e  MAC'S c o n t r o l  
of t h e  M)S&T Commission and t h e  NDIO and by t h e  MCCs i n  
t h e  m i n i s t r i e s ,  L in  a p p a r e n t l y  re l ies  of Chou En- la i  
t o  tell him what  he  needs  t o  know abou t  t h e  work of t h e  
government. T h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Chou c lears  
w i t h  L in  (as  t h e  Pa r ty  vice-chairman w i t h  a need-to- 
know) t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s  made by Chou h i m s e l f  and 
by t h e  s t a t e  machinery.  

P r o v i n c i a l  Machinery: The re  is no r e g i o n a l  s t a l e  
machinery,  and ,  s i n c e  1967 , no r e g i o n a l  P a r t y  machinery 
o u t s i d e  t h e  MR commands; a s  no ted  above,  t h e  MR commands 
have been t h e  de  f a c t o  r e g i o n a l  governments. However, 
there has  been a p r o v i n c i a l  government machinery,  i n  
t h e  form of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" i n  w h i c h  
power is t h e o r e t i c a l l y  s h a r e d  e q u a l l y  by PLA r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e s ,  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( s t u d e n t s  and workers). These committees 
were set up  l a r g e l y  by  Chou En- la i  and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, 
b u t  t h e r e  is much t e s t imony  t h a t  t h e  PLA has  dominated 
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  s p o t  from t h e  s t a r t .  T h i s  would 
be e x p e c t e d ,  a s  t h e  weapons, t h e  Suppor t - the-Lef t  t r o o p s ,  
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and t h e  s e c u r i t y  d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  committees themse lves  
are a l l  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  PLA. T h i s  h a s  n o t ,  however, 
been a s t ab le  domina t ion ,  which  t h e  PLA f i g u r e s  cou ld  
impose i f  l e f t  to  themselves .  Mao i n t e r v e n e s  p e r i o d i -  
c a l l y  t o  improve t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  P a r t y  
and mass components,  t e l l i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o  avo id  
c o e r c i o n  and work p a t i e n t l y  for agreements ,  a p o l i c y  
which,  a s  no ted  above ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e s  c o n f l i c t  i n  
a nove l  way. 

Of t h e  26 p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
some f i v e  to  seven  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  
and t h e i r  p r e s e n t  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  known.* Of 
t h e  r ema inde r ,  p r o t e g e s  of L i n  P i a 0  a r e  t h e  chairmen 
of 10, and are t h e  first vice-chairmen of t w o  or three 
others. Two other p r o v i n d f a l  committees a r e  headed 
by P a r t y  c a d r e s  who worked under  L i n  i n  t h e  old C e n t r a l -  
South a p p a r a t u s  and who may have been sponsored  b y - h i m  
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  S e v e r a l  of L i n t s  proteges a r e  i n  
p o s i t i o n s  i n  y e t  other committees -- f o r  example,  a s  
one of s e v e r a l  vice-chairmen -- w h i c h  are  less impor tan t  
but  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  a t  l e a s t  watch what  goes on. 

t o  dominate  these committees th rough  h i s  proteges, b u t  
t h e  appea rance  of t h i s  is p robab ly  d e c e p t i v e .  L i n  
does of c o u r s e  have a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  having  r e l i a b l e  
leaders i n  a l l  of t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
districts.  Bu t ,  j u s t  a s  it was found t h a t  L i n  f e l t  no 
need t o  i n s t a l l  h i s  proteges i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Distr ic t  
commands, he does n o t  appear  t o  be t r y i n g  t o  i n s t a l l  
them i n  most of t h e s e  p r o v i n c i a l  committees, an e q u i v a l e n t  

I t  can  be argued t h a t  L i n  is making an  e f fo r t  

*The l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  cha i rman and ' t h e  first 
vice-chairmen.  I n  most cases,  e i ther  t h e  cha i rman or 
t h e  first vice-chairman h a s  had l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  
a r e a ;  sometimes b o t h  have had. I n  t h e  f e w  c a s e s  i n  
w h i c h  n e i t h e r  h a s  had t h i s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o thers  
on t h e  committees who have worked a l o n g  time i n  those 
a r e a s .  
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l e v e l  of power. The e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  t h e  p r o v i n c e s - i n  
which  t h e  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  loca ted .  T h e r e  t h e  com- 
manders  or p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers  of t h e  MRs a r e  concur-  
r e n t l y  , t h e  cha i rmen of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, 
I n  other words, each h o l d s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  post i n  order  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  t a s k s  i n  t h e  f a r  more impor t an t  MR 
post. I n  p r o v i n c e s  w h i c h  do  n o t  c o n t a i n  a n  MR head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  few of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee chairmen 
are L i n t s  proteges. If L i n  f e l t  i t  n e c e s s a r y ,  h e  
c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  p u t  proteges i n t o  almost a l l  of those 
c h a i r s .  Moreover,  even  if t h e  assumpt ion  here -- t h a t  
L i n  does n o t  feel a need t o  dominate  t h e  lower l e v e l s  
t o  t h e  degree he does t h e  h i g h e r  -- is m i s t a k e n ,  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  new P a r t y  committees i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
would be more usefu-him. 
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VII. Lin  and t h e  Emerging P a r t y  Appara tus  

A s  n o t e d  above, t h e  t r u e  base  of power fo r  Mao 
and L i n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  been t h e  PLA, n o t  t h e  P a r t y .  
W h i l e  Map and L in  a r e  bo th  committed i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o  
r e s t o r i n g  t h e  primacy of " t h e  Pa r ty" ,  some y e a r s  w i l l  
p robab ly  be r e q u i r e d  to make t h i s  a c t u a l .  The p r e s e n t  
s i t u a t i o n  -- i n  wh ich  * ' t he  Pa r ty"  c o n s i s t s  l a r g e l y  of 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  PLA -- is presumably agree-  
a b l e  t o  L i n  f o r  t h e  time be ing ,  a s  he is t h e  head of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  ap- 

his a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n  o v e r a l l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
w h i c h ,  by t h e  time t h a t  h e  becomes t h e  head of t h e  P a r t y ,  
w i l l  be a s  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  h i m  a s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  is now. H e  c a n n o t ,  of c o u r s e ,  know how much 
time he  w i l l  have t o  work i n .  

. p a r a t u s  is r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  MAC. But h e  must t u r n  

The O l d  C e n t r a l  Apparatus:  P r i o r  t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
" R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  under  t h e  Pol i t -  

buro s t a n d i n g  committee -- and a p a r t  from t h e  MAC -- 
c o n s i s t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  of: t h e  P a r t y  s ec re t a r i a t ,  i . e . ,  
t h e  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  ( t h e  P a r t y ' s  chief e x e c u t i v e  o f -  
f icer)  and s e v e r a l  secretaries,  e a c h  of whom had some 
large area of concern  (e .g . ,  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ,  propa- 
ganda,  a g r i c u l t u r e )  and s u p e r v i s e d  one or more of t h e  
P a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s ;  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e ,  a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r g a n  f o r  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  w h i c h  had a l s o  
some s e n s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
(records of P a r t y  mee t ings ,  pe r sonne l  f i l es ,  p r o t e c t i o n  
of P a r t y  l e a d e r s ) ;  t h e  c e n t r a l  depa r tmen t s  ( e .g . ,  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n ,  propaganda,  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ,  f o r e i g n  
l i a i s o n ,  u n i t e d  f r o n t  work,  v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  d e p a r t -  
ments  f o r  sectors of  t h e  economy); t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  
commission, which examined and d e a l t  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n s  
of d i s c i p l i n e  by P a r t y  members; a p o l i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
o f f i c e  (under  Chen Po-ta)  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y ;  
and a s p e c i a l  five-man group,  a l s o  s e t  up by Mao, 
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cha rged  w i t h  p u r g i n g  t h e  a r t s .  Except for t h e  s t a f f  
off ice  ( t h e  d i r e c t o r  of w h i c h  was r e p l a c e d ) ,  t h i s  e n t i r e  
s t r u c t u r e  was des t royed  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and most of its r a n k i n g  pe r sonne l  
were purged.  

The C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group: As noted pre- 
v i o u s l y ,  a c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group set  up  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1966 had become t h e  de fac to  secre- 
t a r i a t  by t h e  end of 1966,* and i n  1967 c e r t a i n  of its 
off icers  were g i v e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  roles in r e b u i l d i n g  
t h e  P a r t y .  T h e  P a r t y  c o n g r e s s  of 1969 d i d  n o t  es tab-  
l i s h  a new Pa r ty  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG h a s  
r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  de  f a c t o  
s e c r e t a r i a t .  W i t h  Chen Po-ta m i s s i n g  s i n c e  1 A u g u s t  
and o u t  of a c t i o n  ( i f  n o t  f a v o r ) ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
secre ta r ia t  has  seemed t o  c o n s i s t  of Kang Sheng, 
Madame Mao, t h e  ideologues Chang Chun-chiao and 
Yao Wen-yuan, and Wang Tung-hsing ( l o n g  Mao's body- 
gua rd  and s i n c e  1966 t h e  head of t h e  s e n s i t i v e  
s t a f f  off ice) .  

T h e s e  off icers  -- a l l  of t h e m  P o l i t b u r o  members -- 
have c o n t i n u e d  t o  be . t r e a t e d  i n  P e k i n g ' s  media a s  t h e  
most p r e s t i g i o u s  group below t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  Pol i t -  
b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee -- more so t h a n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
l eaders  a s  a group, T h i s  t r e a t m e n t  seems t o  reflect 
Mao's view of them, a l l  of whom have records of a b s o l u t e  
f i d e l i t y  t o  Mao. T h i s  g roup  would n o t  seem s a t i s f a c t o r y  
t o  L i n ,  however, a s  a P a r t y  s ec re t a r i a t .  Some of t h e m  

*The s p e c i a l  five-man group was a b o l i s h e d  and replaced 
by t h e  CRG, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  research group was absorbed  
by t h e  CRG (headed by t h e  same pe r son ,  Chen Po- ta ) ,  t h e  
c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  commission was set  a s i d e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  
d e p a r t m e n t s  were p u t  o u t  of b u s i n e s s  one by one ,  and 
f i n a l l y  t h e  secretaries themselves  -- w i t h  a few excep- 
t i o n s  -- were purged.  The p r o c e s s  was complete by 
e a r l y  1967. 
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have c l a s h e d  s e r i o u s l y  w i t h  peop le  close t o  L i n  i f  n o t  
w i t h  L i n  h i m s e l f ,  and i n  any c a s e  there is no pe r son  
close to  L i n  i n  t h i s  group.  Moreover, these f i v e  of- 
f icers  do  n o t  have t h e  r a n g e  of t h e  o l d  s ec re t a r i a t .  
Kang and Wang c a n  answer f o r  one v e r y  impor t an t  f u n c t i o n ,  
p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y ;  Kang, Chang and Yao have been con- 
c e r n e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work; Chang, 
Yao, and Madame Mao have had much e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  propa- 
ganda work; and Kang is an  o l d  "hand i n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  
f o r e i g n  Communist P a r t i e s .  But t h i s  de  f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t  
c l e a r l y  needs  t o  have someone t o  hand le  l i a i s o n  between 
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
and a t  least  one pe r son  to c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  work of t h e  
economic depa r tmen t s .  

The p r e v i o u s l y - c i t e d  repor t  t h a t  Mao had a s s i g n e d  
L i n  Piao t h e  c e n t r a l  ro le  i n  P a r t y - b u i l d i n g  -- t h e  ro le  
p r e v i o u s l y  p l ayed  by Kang Sheng -- has  n o t  been c l a r i -  
f i e d  and is hard to  a s s e s s .  I t  may mean t h a t  Kang, who 
a p p a r e n t l y  r ema ins  i n  f a v o r ,  r e t a i n s  pr imary  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  fo r  t h e  c l e a n s i n g  of t h o  Pa r ty  -- h i s  c a r e e r  
s p e c i a l t y  -- w h i l e  L i n  now s u p e r v i s e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
a s  a whole i n  t h e  process of " t a k i n g  i n  new blood."* 
The P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  cammittee a s  a whole  p robab ly  
r e v i e w s  t h e  key appo in tmen t s  b o t h  i n  t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r  
and i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  and Mao probably  keeps f o r  him- 
self t h e  power t o  r e s o l v e  d i s p u t e s .  

*Subsequent t o  h i s  reported appoin tment  t o  head t h e  
P a r t y - b u i l d i n g  e f f o r t ,  Kang h i m s e l f ,  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
emphasized t h e  t t i n v e s t i g a t i v e l '  p a r t  of h i s  f u 'nc t ions .  
I t  seems possible t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  report was i n  error 
i n  a s s i g n i n g  Kang t h e  c e n t r a l  role i n  t h e  e n t i r e  process, 
and t h a t  he has r e a l l y  been r e s p o n s i b l e  a l l  a l o n g  s i m p l y  
for  t h e  pu rg ing  of t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  w h i l e  t h e  other 
members of t h e  CRG have been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c -  

.. 

. .  

t i o n .  
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I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  L i n  is i n  any 
way r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n a c t i v i t y  of Chen Po- 
t a .  However, a p a r t  from t h i s ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  
L i n  is t a k i n g  or h a s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  a c t i o n  t o  change t h e  
compos i t ion  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. L i n  h a s  among h i s  
proteges i n  t h e  PLA s t r u c t u r e  s p e c i a l i s t s  of t h e  k i n d s  
t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  seems t o  r e q u i r e  -- men who have a c q u i r e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  competence i n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  n o n - m i l i t a r y  
o r g a n s  and i n  n o n - m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  g e n e r a l l y  i n  r e c e n t  
years .  I t  is poss ib l e  t h a t  PLA f i g u r e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
working  on t h e  CRG, w i t h o u t  p u b l i c i t y ,  i n  some s u c h  
s t a t u s  a s  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  secretaries of t h e  o ld  secre- 
t a r i a t .  

The S u b o r d i n a t e  Apparatus:  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  below t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG, is c o n j e c t u r a l .  Pek ing  has  spoken of 
" c e n t r a l  depar tments"  i n  t h e  o l d  s e n s e ,  b u t  i t  h a s  
i d e n t i f i e d  o n l y  t h e  Un i t ed  F r o n t  Work Department a s  
a c t i v e  aga in .*  

I t  may be t h a t ,  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  Mao's and 
L i n t s  expressed d e t e r m i n a t i c n  t o  s i m p l i f y  a l l  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  h a s  been 
s i m p l i f i e d  -- a t  l e a s t  nominal ly .  I t  may be d i v i d e d ,  
a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
seem t o  be,  i n t o  f o u r  l a rge  f u n c t i o n a l  areas:  admin- 
i s t r a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  work, p r o d u c t i o n ,  and s e c u r i t y .  
If so,  there are p robab ly  v a r i o u s  depa r tmen t s  w i t h i n  
these a r e a s .  

A s  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  chances  are  t h a t  t h e  
" c e n t r a l  committee" s t a f f  off ice ,  w h i c h  for  some yea r s  
h a s  seemed t o  be s u b o r d i n a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, has  been t a k e n  ove r  a g a i n  by t h e  

I *The Genera l  P o l i t i c a l  Department is s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  MAC, n o t  t h e  CRG. 
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de f a c t o  s e c r e t a r i a t .  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG would t h u s  s u p e r v i s e  h imse l f  a s  
head of t h e  s t a f f  off ice .  

Wang Tung-hsing a s  a n  officer 

The p o l i t i c a l  work area would i n c l u d e  t h e  work 
of t h e  o l d  depa r tmen t s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  and propaganda,  
u n i t e d  f r o n t  work, and l i a i s o n .  Any combina t ion  of 
Chen Po-ta, Kang Sheng, Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen- 
yuan c o u l d  s u p e r v i s e  t h i s .  

The p r o d u c t i o n  area would i n c l u d e  t h e  work of 
t h e  s e v e r a l  o l d  deya r tmen t s  concerned  w i t h  economic 
p l a n n i n g ,  f i n a n c e  and t r ade ,  i n d u s t r y  and commerce, 
and a g r i c u l t u r e  and f o r e s t r y .  No one known to  be an 
off icer  of t h e  secretar ia t  is q u a l i f i e d  to s u p e r v i s e  
t h i s  area.  

The s e c u r i t y  a r e a  would be concerned b o t h  w i t h  I 

p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  ( t h e  P a r t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p )  and p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  ( t h e  popu lace ) .  The chances  
a r e  t h a t  t h e  de  f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i rec tora te ,  
b e l i e v e d  t o  e x i s t  i n  r e c e n t  years ,  s u b o r d i n a t e  a t  
first t o  Mao d i r e c t l y  and t h e n  ( l i k e  t h e  s t a f f  off ice)  
t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, h a s  now been re- 
absorbed by t h i s  d e  fac to  secre ta r ia t ,  Kang Sheng 
and Wang Tung-hsing as  off icers  of t h e  CRG may super -  
v i s e  themse lves  a s  heads of t h e  s e c u r i t y  area,  and 
may c o n c u r r e n t l y  head some of t h e  depa r tmen t s  of t h i s  
area,  e .g . ,  a r e c o n s t i t u t e d  Social Af fa i r s  Department  
or (a l a t e r  name) P o l i t i c a l  S e c u r i t y  Department.  

l e v e l ,  who  a re  i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  pos t s  i n  Pek ing ,  a re  
almost c e r t a i n l y  working i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  
These  men, i n c l u d i n g  p r o t e g e s  of L i n ,  appear i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  lists on ce remonia l  o c c a s i o n s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  i n  t h e  lists of those working i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  ap- 
paratus .  The l a t t e r  lists are  composed m o s t l y  of un- 
known or l i t t l e - k n o w n  f i g u r e s ,  a l l  below t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  l e v e l ,  who have r i s e n  o n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo- 
l u t i o n .  However, many PLA l e a d e r s  -- b o t h  commanders 
and p o l i t i c a l  . o f f i c e r s ,  when l a s t  s e e n  -- have been 

Var ious  PLA officers a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee 

. 
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i d e n t i f i e d  on  these lists; more t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  
t h u s - f a r  i d e n t i f i e d  cadres of t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  appara-  
t u s  are known t o  be PLA officers,  and as  many a s  h a l f  
may be. I t  seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  L i n  means t o  have PLA 
men i n  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  depa r tmen t s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  depa r tmen t  under  whatever  name.* Known 
and suspected p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  s p e c i a l i s t s  appea r  on 
P e k i n g ' s  lists of those working i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s ;  some of them are  RLA officers.  Moreover, 
t h e  PLA p o l i t i c a l  officers i d e n t i f i e d  on these lists 
a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  s i m i l a r  work and some have p robab ly  
been a s s i g n e d  to t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  a p p a r a t u s .  L i n  is 
w e l l  aware, from Mao's e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  yea r s  before 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  of t h e  impor tance  of having  
one's own men i n  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  work -- i f  n o t  
d i r e c t i n g  i t ,  t h e n  watching  from above and below those 
who do  d i rec t  i t .  

One s u c h  depar tment  is t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  pol i -  

O t h e r s  i d e n t i f i e d  on P e k i n g ' s  lists f o r  t h e  
c e n t r a l  . p p p a r a t u s  have been s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  u n i t e d  f r o n t  
work, l i a i s o n ,  and economic o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work. No 
cadres from t h e  o l d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and propaganda d e p a r t -  
ments  have been i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  PLA po l i -  
t i c a l  officers c a n  e a s i l y  be redirected t o  these k i n d s  
of work, and some probably have been. 

! .  . 

, . . .  
. .  

. .  

Provinc ia-1  P a r t y  Committees: As no ted  p r e v i o u s l y ,  
a l l  of t h e  first s , e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  P a r t y ' s  r e g i o n a l  
bu reaus ,  and a lmos t  a l l  of t h e  first s e c r e t a r i e s  of pro- 
v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees, were purged i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  

*There may be a separate  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Department  
-- w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  was t h e  
case i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s.  
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of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion ;  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region head- 
quarters  became t h e  o n l y  r e g i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  w h i l e  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committees were r e p l a c e d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  
by p r o v i n c i a l  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees." Beginning 
i n  ea r ly  1967, these committees were d i r e c t e d  t o  form 
P a r t y  "core groups1( which i n  t u r n  were t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
f u l l - s c a l e  P a r t y ' c o m m i t t e e s .  These  P a r t y  committees, 
when formed, were to  operate w i t h i n  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees," and were t o  exercise l l a b s o l u t e  l e a d e r s h i p "  
w i t h i n  them, I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  P a r t y  committee was 
to  u s e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  machinery of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committee, and w a s  t o  be t h e  s t a b l e  and c o n t r o l l i n g  
elelhent .  * 

The PLA members of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
have a p p a r e n t l y  t a k e n  t h e  l e a d  i n  fo rming  these. "core 
g roups , r r  which,  t o  judge  from t h e  f e w  known examples ,  
have normal ly  been composed of t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  ex is t -  
i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. The composi t ion  of t h e  
core g roups  h a s  repor ted ly  had t o  be approved by t h e  
n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Pek ing  -- n o t a b l y  by t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG, a l t h o u g h  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  MAC a l s o  h a s  a 
v o i c e .  The compos i t ion  of t h e  P a r t y  committees m u s t  
a l so  be approved by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG -- and a g a i n ,  
probably,  by t h e  MAC -- before t h e  committee can  beg in  
t o  o p e r a t e .  

Many c o u n t i e s  -- more t h a n  100 -- have produced 
approved P a r t y  committees, b u t  as of mid-December o n l y  
one p r o v i n c e  had done so. The p r o c e s s  of forming  t h e s e  
committees h a s  moved ve ry  s l o w l y  -- i n  p a r t  because  
Mao and L i n  have emphasized t h a t  t h e s e  committees a r e  
t o  be composed of t r u e  Maoists, and i t  is n e c e s s a r y  

.. . 

. .  

. .  

*Members of t h e  P a r t y  committee c a n ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  be 
e x p e c t e d  t o  t a k e  command of t h e  key d e p a r t m e n t s  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee -- c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
s e c u r i t y  depa r tmen t s ,  p robab ly  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 
p r o d u c t i o n  depa r tmen t s .  

. -  
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far  t h e  t h r e e  components of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees  ( t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  o ld  P a r t y  c a d r e s ,  and t h e  mass 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s )  t o  agree among themse lves  a s  t o  which 
of t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  t h e  most t r u e .  Beyond t h i s ,  i t  seems 
l i k e l y  t h a t  some agreements  have been reached b u t  have 
t h e n  been rejected by Peking .  Such rejections map 
reflect d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  Peking  i t s e l f ,  e .g . ,  between 
t h e  CRG and t h e  MAC. 

T h e r e  are members of the 'CCP C e n t r a l  Committee 
i n  a l l  three c a t e g o r i e s  -- m i l i t a r y ,  c a d r e s ,  and mass -- 
i n  a lmos t  e v e r y  one of t h e  p rov inces .  The s e l e c t i o n s  
for  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  were r e p o r t e d l y  made ( i n  
e a r l y . 1 9 6 9 )  by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  body w h i c h  h a s  t o  
approve  t h e  compos i t ion  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  com- 
mittees. I t  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  CRG's  i n t e n t i o n  -- ap- 
proved by Mao a n d . L i n  -- t o  have its s e l e c t i o n s  fo r  
t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  s e r v e  i n  t h e  P a r t y  core group 
i n  e a c h  p r o v i n c e  and to  be named t h e n  as t h e  core of 
t h e  fu l l - s ca l e  P a r t y  committee. I n  other words, t h e  
same peop le  -- t h e  CRG a t  t h e  t o p ,  and t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  members i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  -- were to  dominate  
t h e  p r o c e s s  from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h .  

T h e r e  is no s i n g l e  category w h i c h  now dominates  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. " M i l i t a r y  
men" dominate  most of them, bu t  these are d i v i d e d ' i n t o  
career m i l i t a y  commanders and career p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s .  
The others a re  headed,  w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  by c a r e e r  
Par ty-machine men who are  now a c t i n g  a s  p o l i t i c a l  bf-  
f icers. 

I n  choos ing  t h e  heads of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
committees, t h e r e  are three p o s s i b l e  s t r a t e g i e s .  One 
is to  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  pre'-1954 emphasis ,  i n  w h i c h  men 
who were r i m a r i l y  m i l i t a r y  leaders t o o k  r e g i o n a l  or  
p r o v i n c i a  F-- P a r t y  p o s t s  a s  t h e i r  second posts.  (Lin  
P i a o  h i m s e l f ,  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1949-54, was t h e  commander 
of t h e  Cen t ra l -Sou th  M i l i t a r y  Region and o f  t h e  great  
4 t h  F i e l d  Army,and was c o n c u r r e n t l y  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  P a r t y ' s  Cent ra l -Suuth  Bureau.)  Another is t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  course of t h e  l a t e  1950s and e a r l y  1960s, 
i n  which p r i m a r i l y  p o l i t i c a l  men -- i m p o r t a n t  c h i e f l y  
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as l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  -- were i n s t a l l e d  as 
t h e  first secretaries of P a r t y  r e g i o n a l  bu reaus  or 
p r o v i n c i a l  committees and took a s  t h e i r  second pos ts  
those of first p o l i t i c a l  officers of t h e  m i l i t a r y  re- 
g i o n s  and dis t r ic ts .  Pek ing  c o u l d  do t h i s  now, by 
naming c i v i l i a n  P a r t y  f i g u r e s  (acceptable  o ld  P a r t y  
cadres) t o  head a l l  of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  com- 
mittees and a s s i g n i n g  them a s  p o l i t i c a l  officers con- 
c u r r e n t l y .  The t h i r d  c o u r s e  would be t o  name a s  t h e  
heads of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees -- a s  t h e  
heads of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" a re  now -- a 
mix of people, some p r i m a r i l y  m i l i t a r y  commanders, 
8ome p r i m a r i l y  p o l i t i c a l  officers,  and some p r i m a r i l y  
c i v i l i a n  P a r t y  cadres.* 

T h i s  t h i r d  c o u r s e  w i l l  probably be chosen .  The 
first two categories combined w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be ,  t h e n  
a s  now, much larger  t h a n  t h e  t h i r d .  ( T h e r e  may be two 
or three mass r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a f o u r t h  c a t e g o r y ,  i n -  
s t a l l e d  a s  F i r s t  Secretaries.)  Thus men i d e n t i f i e d  

. p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  PLA w i l l  domina te  most of t h e  pro- 
v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees. 

" c o n t r o l t t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  is expressed c h i e f l y  a s  
mi l i t a r  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h rough  t h e  

w i l l  probably be t r u e  fo r  some t i m e  t o  come. If a s  
expected m i l i t a r y  commanders a re  chosen  t o  head some 
of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees, Mao and L in  may 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of P a r t y  

izn+ t a r y  P a r t y  committees r u n n i n g  u p  t o  t h e  MAC. T h i s  

*It  w i l l  be imposs ib le  i n  any  g i v e n  c a s e  t o  j u d g e  
t h e  s i n g l e  dominant  f i g u r e  u n t i l  t h e  first secretary 
is i d e n t i f i e d ,  a s  t h i s  p e r s o n  w i l l  have  f a r  more 
power t h a n  anyone else on  t h e  committee. T h i s  does 
no t  mean t h a t  h e  a l o n e  w i l l  c o u n t  -- j u s t  t h a t  t h i s  
post w i l l  d i s p o s e  of more power t h a n  t h r e e  or f o u r  
lesser posts  a s  simple secretaries or s t a n d i n g  com- 
mittee members. 
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choose t o  improve appea rances  immedia te ly ,  and p r e p a r e  
t h e  ground f o r  a t r a n s f e r  of a l l e g i a n c e  e v e n t u a l l y ,  
by r e q u i r i n g  them t o  d i v e s t  t hemse lves  of t h e i r  m i l i -  
t a r y  t i t l es  and uni forms.*  T h i s  would n o t  be n e c e s s a r y ,  
i n  t h e  cases of men who a re  t o  be b o t h  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
secretaries and p o l i t i c a l  officers. 

One s imple  s o l u t i o n  would be t o  name t h e  po l i -  
t i c a l  officer a s  t h e  first s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  
commander as  h i s  s e n i o r  depu ty ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  b o t h  
could c o n t i n u e  a s  PLA officers c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e i r  
Par ty  roles.  T h i s  a r rangement ,  w h i c h  would no t  pose 
t h e  problem of t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander a s  first secre- 
. t a r y ,  h a s  been no ted  i n  a f e w  i n s t a n c e s  a t  t h e  coun ty  
l e v e l .  ** 

*Some r e p o r t i n g  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  such  an i n t e n t i o n .  
If i t  is t r u e ,  a s  reported, t h a t  m i l i t a r y  leaders 
(commanders) named t o  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees 
w i l l  no l o n g e r  be members of t h e  Pa r ty  committees of 
t h e i r  m k l i t a r y  u n i t s ,  t h e n  presumably t h e y  w i l l  no 
l o n g e r  be m i l i t a r y  men a t  a l l .  

**Of t h e  one  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committee t h u s  f a r  
announced (Hunan, not t h e  s ea t  of a n  MR h e a d q u a r t e r s ) ,  
t h e  first secre ta ry  is an  o l d  P a r t y  c a d r e  who had been 
t h e  a c t i n g  cha i rman of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, 
t h e  nex t - r ank ing  secretary is a career p o l i t i c a l  of- 
f icer  who has been first p o l i t i c a l  officer of t h e  
Hunan MD for  t h e  p a s t  year or so, and t h e  deputy  
secretary is a career m i l i t a r y  commander who h a s  been 
commander of t h a t  MD for  t h e  pas t  two years  or'so. 
Only t h i s  t h i r d - r a n k i n g  s e c r e t a r y  is regarded a s  a 
protege of L i n ' s .  The t h r e e  a r e  ranked  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
h i e r a r c h y  p r e c i s e l y  a s  t h e y  have been ranked  -- one ,  
t w o ,  t h r e e  -- i n  t h e  press for  s e v e r a l  months,  a 
p a t t e r n  t h a t  may be followed i n  other p r o v i n c e s .  
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I t  is n o t  c lear ,  however, t h a t  Mao and L i n  a r e  
r e a d y  t o  emphasize t h e  primacy of t h e  " c i v i l i a n "  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  a t  t h i s  time. Some m ' i l i t a r y  commanders may 
s imply  take ove r  t h e  Pa r ty  committees c o n c u r r e n t l y  
( l i k e  L i n  i n  1949-54) and may wear a t h i r d  h a t  a s  chair-  
man of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee" and even  a f o u r t h  
a s  head of t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  committee. I n  s u c h  in-  
s t a n c e s ,  t h e s e  commanders would  c o n t i n u e  t o  be respon-  
s ib l e  to  two h i e r a r c h i e s  -- t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  s y s t e m  
answerabl'e t o  t h e  MAC and t h e  " c i v i l i a n "  ( r e a l l y  mixed) 
P a r t y  s y s t e m  s a i d  t o  be answerable  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG. Peking  would have t o  t a k e  care t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  same orders a re  passed down t h e  two c h a i n s  of 
command. Moreover,  i n  t h e  absence  of a r e g i o n a l  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  P a r t y  committee of a M i l i t a r y  Region 
headquarters  would presumably be superior t o  a l l  pro- 
v i n c i a l  P a r t y  committees; so Peking  would have t o  work 
o u t  some sys t em to  p r e v e n t  c o n f l i c t  between those 
m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  committees and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  committees, 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  members of a i c h  would have t o  obey t h e  
MR P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

As n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committee of e v e r y  p r o v i n c e  i n  wh ich  a M i l i t a r y  
Region h e a d q u a r t e r s  is located is c h a i r e d  by e i ther  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander or t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of 
t h a t  MR, a p p a r e n t l y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  c o n t r o l  of a l l  
developments  i n  these c r i t i c a l  c e n t e r s  of power. W h i l e  
L i n  and other m i l i t a r y  leaders may feel secure on t h i s  
p o i n t  now ( w i t h  t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  under  c o n t r o l ) ,  
t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  may persist f o r  a t i m e .  If so, t h e  
m i l i t a r y  men chosen  a s  heads of t h e  new p r o v i n c i a l  Party 
committees may be ma in ly  from t h i s  group.  And i f  so, 
most w i l l  p robab ly  be p r o t e g e s  of L i n  Piao. 
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VIII, L i n t s  Prospects 

Mao, now 77, may d i e  or become i n c a p a c i t a t e d  a t  
any  time, b u t  he  may c o n c e i v a b l y  l a s t  f o r  some y e a r s  
y e t  (he  migh t  d e c i d e  t o  l i v e  f o r e v e r ) ,  and L i n t s  own 
h e a l t h  is n o t  r o b u s t .  L i n ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  63, migh t  
d i e  first,  or might  d i e  soon  a f t e r  becoming P a r t y  
cha i rman.  Assuming t h a t  L i n  does o u t l a s t  Mao f o r  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p e r i o d ,  h i s  prospects seem f a i r l y  good 
f o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  p o s t  as l o n g  a s  h i s  h e a l t h  holds .*  He  
would seem, a t  l e a s t ,  t o  have  more go ing  fo r  him t h a n  
;iny one  else h a s ,  and more t h a n  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r s  have 
g e n e r a l l y  been w i l l i n g  t o  c r e d i t  to  him.  

. .  

. .  

. .  . .  

L i n  Without  Mad: I n  c o n s i d b r i n g  L i n  a s  t h e  suc-  
cessor, one  must beg in  from t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of w h a t  
h e  h a s  accompl ished  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  H e  h a s  t r a n s -  
formed t h e  PLA, from its s t a t e  of uneven competence and 
low morale i n  1959, i n t o  a f o r m i d a b l e  force and in-  
s t r u m e n t .  I n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  he has  accompl ished  
t h e  almost i n c r e d i b l e  f e a t  of m a s s i v e l y  p u r g i n g  t h e  PLA 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  h e  h a s  used  i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s  
% e y i w a m s t r u m e n t  of t h e  Revo lu t ion .  Such a man 
h a s  got t o  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  

*If h i s  h e a l t h  d o e s  n o t  hold and h e  and Mao b o t h  
die  i n  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s ,  Chou En-lai  and  Huang Yung- 
s h e n g  w i l l  p robab ly  be t h e  dominant  f i g u r e s .  .A Chou- 
Huang a l l i a n c e  m i g h t  soon  l e a d  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of 
t h e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. If Chou 
too d i e s ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  around Huang w i l l  prob- 
a b l y  d i c t a t e  t h e  choice of a s u c c e s s o r ,  b u t  t h e r e  does 
not seem t o  be  any i n d i v i d u a l  a f t e r  Chou so o u t s t a n d -  
i n g  a s  to be  acclaimed t h e  Leade r ;  t h u s  a c o l l e c t i v e  
would be l i k e l y .  

I 

-54- 



I 

1 i 
I 
1 

1 

I t  is t r u e  t h a t  L i n  h a s  neve r  i n  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  
been w i t h o u t  Mao, t h e  s o u r c e  of h i s  a u t h o r i t y  and  as- 
s u r a n c e .  It is probably a l so  t r u e  t h a t  L i n ,  w i t h o u t  
Mao, would neve r  have dared  t o  make t h e  demands on 
t h e  PLA t h a t  he h a s  made. And i t  is p r o b a b l y  f u r t h e r  
t r u e  t h a t ,  i f  Mao had n o t  been s t a n d i n g  behind  L i n ,  
t h e  PLA would n o t  have responded a s  i t  has.  I n  other 
words ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  o n l y  Mao, among Ch inese  
l e a d e r s ,  c a n  command s u c h  awe t h a t  heavi ly-armed men. 
w i l l  meekly accept t h e i r  r u i n  a t  h i s  hands ,  and  t h a t  
other heavi ly-armed men w i l l  t r y  p e r s i s t e n t l y  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  t h e i r  own r u i n  i f  
a n y t h i n g  goes wrong o r  i f  t h e  g rea t  man changes  h i s  
mind. 

But i t  does n o t  follow from t h i s  t h a t  L i n  w i l l  
s i m p l y  come a p a r t  when Mao goes, or w i l l  soon  be blown 
away. L i n  seems t o  be made of s t e r n e r  s t u f f  t h a n  t h a t ,  
and t o  have more assets  t h a n  t h a t .  Even i f  i t  is Mao's 
will r a t h e r  t h a n  L i n ' s  w h i c h  is commanding, L i n  w i l l  
beg in  w i t h  Mao's c l e a r  and emphat ic  mandate .  H e  w i l l  
a l s o  b e n e f i t  from t h e  common i n t e r e s t  of Ch inese  l e a d e r s  
i n  a p p e a r i n g  a t  a time of c r i s i s  t o  be u n i f i e d  and t o  
be moving forward w i t h  conf idence .  H e  w i l l  have h i s  
record i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  i n s p i r e  
a t  l ea s t  respect and c a u t i o n .  And h e  w i l l  have  what 
seem t o  be formidable o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a s s e t s  and un- 
e q u a l l e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  i n c r e a s e  them. 

L i n  and Chou: The most c r i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
would seem to  be t h a t  w i t h  Chou En- l a i ,  i f  b o t h  L i n  
and Chou l a s t .  L i n  seems t o  need Chou b a d l y  -- a s  by 
f a r  t h e  most i n t e l l i g e n t  and ab le  man i n  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p ,  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  record a s  a manager of a l l  k i n d s  
of a f f a i r s .  U n l i k e  t h e  o ther  members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  commit tee ,  Chou c a n  do many t h i n g s  for  L i n  
t h a t  L i n  c a n n o t  do for  h i m s e l f .  (Chen Po-ta c o u l d  of 
c o u r s e  be u s e f u l ,  t o  h e l p  L i n  t o  f o r m u l a t e  h i s  v e r s i o n  
of Mao's " thought , "  and Kang Sheng c o u l d  of course be 
u s e f u l ,  to  t h e  degree t h a t  L i n  were w i l l i n g  t o  let  a 
man n o t  close t o  h i m s e l f  d o  h i s  police work for  h i m ;  
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b u t  Chou seems r e a l l y  i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  a s  the o n l y  member 
of t h e  s u p e r - e l i t e  w i t h  any s u b s t a n t i a l  knowledge of 
t h e  non-Communist world and of t h e  economy.) And Chou 
would seem a t  l e a s t  for  a w h i l e  to  need L i n ,  a s  t h e  
h o l d e r  of t h e  mandate  and as a Maoist p r o t e c t o r  a g a i n s t  
those e l e m e n t s  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  who may feel now, ol' 
come t o  fee l ,  t h a t  Chou i s  n o t  a t r u e  Maoist. Thus i t  
would seem l i k e l y  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  
d i f f e r ,  t h e y  would get  a l o n g  t h e  way Mao and  Chou have 
got a long :  L i n  would v a l u e  Chou fo r  t h e  many r e a s o n s  
t h a t  he  s h o u l d ,  Chou would work w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  
set  by L i n ,  and t h e y  would be a s t r o n g  p a r t n e r s h i p .  

It  is t r u e  t h a t  c a l c u l a t i o n s  of m u t u a l  need have 
sometimes been mis t aken .*  And t h e r e  is a p o t e n t i a l  for 
s e r i o u s  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Lin-Chou r e l a t i o q s h i p .  The 
main r e a s o n  f o r ' t h i n k i n g  so is n o t  t h a t  Chou is l i k e l y  
t o  c h a l l e n g e  L i n ,  b u t  t h a t  L i n t s  tendency  is to be 
s u s p i c i o u s  and m i s t r u s t f u l ;  h e  seems t o  t r u s t  compara- 

' s t i v e l y  few people. Chou h a s  seemed t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  
as o n e  of those  few, b u t  t h i s  cou ld  change.  With Mao 
gone ,  t h e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  Chou, b e l i e v e d  t o  be more p o p u l a r  
t h a n  L i n  even  w i t h  PLA leaders ,  and t h e  o n l y  Ch inese  
leader  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u r e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  L i n ,  m i g h t  be s e e n  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  by a n  i n s e c u r e  and a p p r e h e n s i v e  L i n  as 

I 

I *About t e n  y e a r s  ago, s u r v e y i n g  t h e  v i s i b l y  t r o u b l e d  
C h i n e s e  l eade r sh ip  i n  t h e  wake of t h e  Leap Forward and 
commune programs and t h e  s p l i t  w i t h  MOSCOW, t h e  p r e s e n t  
writer t r i e d  t o  g u e s s  which of Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s  -- among 
t h e  many who had r e a s o n  t o  w i s h  for a n o t h e r  l e a d e r  -- 
m i g h t  be d i s p o s e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him.  I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  
L iu  Shao-chi and h i s  p r o t e g e s ,  i t  was conc luded  t h a t  
Mao and L iu  would need each,other  f o r  m u t u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  other e l e m e n t s  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  whose record 
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  had been better.  A s  is now w e l l  known,, 
soon  a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  L iu  among others  began t o  work 
a g a i n s t  Mao; and Mao, a f t e r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  h i s  base of 
power t o  t h e  PLA, d i d  n o t  need Liu.  
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t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  of a m i l i t a r y - m o d e r a t e  caba l  work- 
i n g  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f  and a l l  t r u e  Maoists. 

On b a l a n c e ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  seems t o  be for  a 
c o n t i n u i n g  good r e l a t i o n s h i p  between L i n  and Chou, who 
are n o t  expec ted  t o  d i v i d e  s h a r p l y  o n  p o l i c y .  The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  is s i m p l y  one  of t h e  
many factors  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  Ch inese  l e a d e r s h i p  
t h a t  r e q u i r e  a c o n t i n u i n g  a s ses smen t .*  . 

L i n ,  Chen and Kang: L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
o ther  t w a m e m b e r s P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee, 
Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng, w i l l  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e  t o  
be s t r a i n e d  i n  some respects -- a t  l e a S t ,  less amiab le  
t h a n  w i t h  Chou. L i n  seems more l i k e l y ,  now and i n  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  to  work w i t h  Chou to l i m i t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of Chen 
and Kang, t h a n  t o  work w i t h  Chen and/or  gang  t o  l i m i t  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of Chou. A s  n o t e d  above,  however, there 
is a chance  t h a t  L in  w i l l  come t o  d i s t r u s t  Chou a f t e r  
Mm's d e a t h ,  and i n  t h i s  e v e n t  L i n  m i g h t  r ega rd  Chen 
and Kang, i f  still i n  p l a c e ,  a s  t h e  t r u e  Maoists a t  
h i s  s i d e .  

f a v o r  and a Vacancy has been created on t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
s t a n d i n g  committee, L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  do h i s  b e s t  t o  

If Chen, now m i s s i n g ,  h a s  f a l l e n  from Mao's 

. +. 

*Clues m i g h t  come from developments  i n  t h e  PLA and 
t h e  government,  as  each a l r eady  has  a hand i n  t h e  
O t h e r ' s  area of p r imary  c o n c e r n  -- Chou i n  t h e  PLA, 
L i n  i n  t h e  government.  If now, w h i l e  each h a s  d i rec t  
access t o  Mao and t h u s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  work a g a i n s t  
t h e  o ther ,  Chou seems to  be t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  a pu rge  
of L i n t s  p r o t e g e s  i n  t h e  PLA, or  L i n  seems t o  be t r y i n g  
t o  s u r r o u n d  and b ind  Chou w i t h  u n q u a l i f i e d  m i l i t a r y  
men, one  might  r e a s o n a b l y  forecast a showdown s t r u g g l e  
a f t e r  Mao goes. T h e r e  is, however, no  p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  
of t h i s .  

-57- 

T r - 1 
I I 



place  o n e  of h i s  own p r o t e g e s  -- one  would suppose  
Huang Yung-sheng -- on it. T h i s  would appear t o  
g i v e  Lin e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee -- h i m s e l f ,  Chou, and  Huang or some other  p r o t e g e  -- 
a t  t h e  time of Mao's dea th  w i t h o u t  t h e  need for 
making changes  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  a n  a l r e a d y  a g i t a t e d  
time. If L i n  c a n n o t  manage t h i s  now, he and Chou w i l l  
p robably  ac t  together t o  change  t h e  compos i t ion  of t h e  
s t a n d i n g  committee s o o n  a f t e r  Mao's dea th .  

The P o l i t b u r o :  If t h e  p o l i t b u r o  is t o  be a 
v o t i n g  body,  L i n  wiT1 p robab ly  be a b l e  t o  dominate  i t  
e v e n  w i t h o u t  c h a n g i n g  i t .  The c h a n c e s  a re ,  however, 
t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be a g e n u i n e  v o t i n g  body under  L i n ,  
j u s t  a s  i t  h a s  n o t  been unde r  Mao. L i n  w i l l  p robably  
make much greater  u s e  of i t  a s  a d i s c u s s i o n  group,  i n  
w h i c h  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  of view are  hea rd  and c o n s i d e r e d .  
Chou En- la i  w i l l  p robab ly  p r e v a i l  on L i n  to add some 
economic s p e c i a l i s t s  t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  

The M i l i t a r y  Leaders: The Ch inese  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h i p  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  L i n t s  p r i n c i p a l  
base of power, as  t h e  men he  can  c a l l  upon to  e n f o r c e  

. h i s  d e c i s i o n s .  L i n  w i l l  almost c e r t a i n l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  
domixiate t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  th rough  t h e  
t h r e e  c r i t i c a l  o r g a n s ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,  
its a d m i n i s t m t i v e  u n i t ,  and  t h e  Genera l  S t a f f .  T h i s  
dominat ion  w i l l  depend o n  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  f i d e l i t y  of a 
handfu l  of L i n ' s  l o n g t i m e  proteges and close a s soc ia t e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  Huang Yung-sheng, t h e  second-ranking  m i l i t a r y  
leader (who h a s  a s h a r e  i n  s e v e r a l  of L i n t s  key proteges 
and has  others of his own). I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  L i n  
is probab ly  r i g h t  abou t  h i s  m i l i t a r y  comrades -- t h a t  
is, t h a t  w h i l e  most of them are  n o t  Maoists t o  t h e  
degree t h a t  L i n  is, t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  be l o y a l  
t o  him. 

I t  is p r o b a b l y  t r u e  t h a t  most m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  
have mixed f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  L in ,  and t h a t  h e  h a s  a l i e n a t e d  
a t  l ea s t  a f e w  of those still i n  p lace .  A1though.a  
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l i f e l o n g  m i l i t a r y  man who is m o s t  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  
o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  men, h e  h a s  been above a l l  f a i t h f u l  t o  
Mao. T h i s  has  meant unwavering s u p p o r t  of Mao i n  h i s  
p e r i o d i c  pu rges ,  h u m i l i a t i o n s  and r e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n s  
of t h e  PLA. However, t h e  s u r v i v i n g  members of t h e  
c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  are  for t h e  most p a r t  ,men 
whom Lin has f a v o r e d  for many y e a r s  and has  advanced 
and p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  men who 
have r e a s o n  to  be l o y a l  t o  h i m .  So l ong  as Lin  does 
n o t  m'ake demands on t h e s e  men so extreme t h a t  t h e y  
c a n n o t  be met, and does n o t  t h r e a t e n  or a t t e m p t  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  a n o t h e r  great  pu rge  for  f a i l u r e  t o  meet s u c h  
demands, a r e v o l t  by t h e  cenAra l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  
seems q u i t e  u n l i k e l y . *  I f ,  however, L i n  were to  make 
extreme demands and t h r e a t e n  or beg in  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
s u c h  a pu rge  -- i f ,  i n  other words, h e  were t o  behave 
j u s t  l i k e  Mao -- there would seem t o  be a s t r o n g  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  of a coup by h i s  own proteges. Tha t  is t o  
s a y :  there is undoubtedly  a l i m i t  t o  what  can  be 
demanded of any group of men, and t h e  l i m i t  ha s  prob- 
a b l y  been reached under  Mao. If L in  were t o  a t t e m p t  
t o  p u t  t h e m  a l l  th rough i t  a g a i n  -- men who have 

L. 

. .  . .  . , .  

*Lin has  g i v e n  much though t  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
a coup,  and ( i n  a 1966 speech j u s t i f y i n g  a great purge  
of t h e  P a r t y )  h a s  even  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  other  Par ty  
leaders t h a t  most of t h e  a t t empted  coups  i n  other 
c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  decade -- most of those of w h i c h  
there is a record -- have been s u c c e s s f u l .  Mao and 
L i n  have c o n s t r u c t e d  an elaborate s y s t e m  of mutual  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  t o  p r e v e n t  s u c h  a n  a t tempt  a g a i n s t  them- 
s e l v e s ,  and i n  normal c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h i s  would p robab ly  
be r e l i ab le .  T h a t  is, a s u c c e s s f u l  c o n s p i r a c y  would 
probably r e q u i r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a s u b s t a n t i a l  
number of off icers  -- to  seize and hold  s t r a t e g i c  
c e n t e r s  -- and i t  would be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c r u i t  
these w i t h o u t  e n c o u n t e r i n g  some who would r e f u s e  and 
who would expose t h e  others. But  i n  extreme circum- 
s t a n c e s  -- e.g. t h e  t h r e a t  of a n o t h e r  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  -- t h e  chances  would be better.  

. .  
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s e r v e d  him well, and who a r e . e n t i t l e d  t o  e x p e c t  decen t  
t r e a t m e n t  i n  r e t u r n  -- t h e  chances  a re  t h a t  he  cou ld  
no t  g e t  away w i t h  i t .  

The most impor t an t  m i l i t a r y  leaders o u t s i d e  
Peking  are a l so  men who have r e a s o n  to  be l o y a l  t o  
L i n ,  and t o  remain  so except i n  an  extreme s i t u a t i o n .  
L i n  w i l l  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e  t o  t h i n k  it impor t an t  t o  
dominate  t h e '  11. M i l i t a r y  Region h e a d q u a r t e r s  -- t h e  
c e n t e r s  of r e a i  power o u t s i d e  Peking  -- th rough h i s  
proteges there. H e  may be a c t i n g  now, or may a c t  
soon ,  to  place more of his proteges i n  t h e  Peking  MR 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  -- t h e  o n l y  one i n  which  n e i t h e r  t h e  
commander no r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  officer is a L i n  protege -- 
and i n  t h e  Peking  G a r r i s o n ,  t h e  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  po l i -  
tical s e c u r i t y  force i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  T h e r e  is an  out -  
s i d e  chance  of a r e b e l l ' i o n  by one  of these r e g i o n a l  
commands, b u t  no r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  c o u l d  hold  o u t  for 
l o n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y ;  r e g i o n a l  r e b e l l i o n s  
would be expected o n l y  i f  some p a r t  of t h e  c e n t e r  were 
to  lead t h e  way. More of L i n t s  proteges w i l l  p robab ly  
appear  as commanders of M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  
MRs, b u t  t h i s  l e v e l  of power is n o t  c r i t i c a l ,  and L i n  
w i l l  n o t  t r y  to  b l a n k e t  t h e  MDs w i t h  h i s  men. 

The S t a t e  Machinery: T h e  s t a t e  machinery w i l l  
r emain  of much less importance i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
power t h a n  is t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  The MAC w i l l  
p robab ly  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e  research and develop- 
ment of modern weapons, and of t h e  p u b l i c  security 
a p p a r a t u s .  PLA off icers  w i l l  p robably  take  ove r  -- whether a s  PLA officers or a s  c i v i l i a n s  -- a number 
of t h e  m i n i s t r i e s . *  I n  g e n e r a l ,  L in  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  
n o t  t r y  t o  i n s t a l l  h i s  proteges th roughou t  t h e  s t a t e  
machinery,  b u t  w i l l  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on Chou En- l a i  t o  keep 
him informed and on  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  

*The new C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  fo r  c o n t i n u l n g  PLA 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  government.  
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w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  machinery t o  s u p e r v i s e  and direct  i t ,  
T h i s  w i l l  p robab ly  be t r u e  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l  too; 
t h a t  is, L i n  w i l l  p robably  n o t  aim a t  t h e  cha i rmansh ips  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees per s e ,  b u t  w i l l  s e e k  t o  
p l a c e  proteges a t  t h e  heads of tE emerging P a r t y  com- 
mittees i n  t h e  most impor t an t  p r o v i n c e s ,  some of whom 
may head t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees c o n c u r r e n t l y .  

The Emerging P a r t y  Apparatus:  The now emerging 
c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  (below t h e  P o l i t b u r o  l e v e l )  w i l l  
s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  impor tance ,  and w i t h i n  a f e w  y e a r s  
w i l l  r i v a l  t h e  MAC and t h e  rest of t h e  m i l i t a r y  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  a$ a power s y s t e m .  L i n  c a n  be expec ted  t o  
s u p e r v i s e  c l o s e l y  t h e  r e c o n s k r u c t i o n  of t h i s  apparakus .  
I t  seems v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  Lin  w i l l  t r y  t o  change t h e  
compos i t ion  of t h e  de  facto P a r t y  secre ta r ia t ,  i f  h e  
h a s  n o t  a l r eady  done so. Those added w i l l  p robab ly  be 
PLA f igu res ,  now i n  t h e  MAC and its s u b o r d i n a t e  b o d i e s ,  
who i n  r e c e n t  years have a c q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l .  s k i l l s .  

A s  t h e  c e n t r a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  
t h e  s ec re t a r i a t  gets s o r t e d  o u t ,  proteges of L i n  w i l l  
ve ry  p robab ly  appear  a t  t h e  t o p  l e v e l ,  w h i l e  p r o t e g e s  
of h i s  p r o t e g e s  ( o t h e r  PLA leaders) w i l l  p robab ly  ap- 
pea r  a t  lower l e v e l s .  As a g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of L i n t s  men i n  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  seems l i k e l y  t o  
i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e n g t h  a s  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  i t se l f  i n c r e a s e s .  
L in  w i l l  probably make a s p e c i a l  e f for t  t o  get c o n t r o l  
of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  depar tment  -- as  v i t a l  t o  h i s  
s u r v i v a l  -- or  a t  l eas t  t o  restrict its role i n  t h e  
a f f a i r s  of t h e  PLA. L i n  w i l l  almost c e r t a i n l y  p u t  h i s  
own man a t  t h e  head of t h i s  depar tment  a f t e r  Mao's d e a t h .  

get  r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  proteges of L i n  w i l l  p robab ly  be 
well r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e r e  too. Most of t h e  new P a r t y  com- 
mittees w i l l  p robably  be headed by men who e i t h e r  remain 
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  a p a r t  of t h e  PLA or a t  l e a s t  have 
made t h e i r  careers i n  t h e  PLA. L i n  may e x p e r i e n c e  some 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  b r i n g i n g  s u c h  men t o  i d e n t i f y  themse lves  
w i t h ,  and r e spond  smoothly to ,  a r e c o n s t r u c t e d  Pa r ty  
a p p a r a t u s .  However, L i n  does n o t  seem t o  see o rgan iza -  
t i o n a l  l o y a l t y  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  problem. Tha t  is, what 

As t h e  P a r t y  committee sys t em i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

. .  
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L i n  w a n t s  is w h a t  Mao h a s  wanted -- l i e u t e n a n t s  whose 
a l l e g i a n c e  is p r i m a r i l y  to  h i m s e l f ,  n o t  t o  a n  abs t r ac t  
"PLA" or " P a r t y  . t t  

L i n  as  a "True Maoist": L i n  has been p r e v i o u s l y  
been desc r ibed ' ,  i n  t h e  first D a D e r  i n  t h i s  series 'and 
i n  t h i s  one ,  a s  a " t r u e  Maoisk.;' The e s s e n t i a l  char- 
acter is t ic  of t h e  t r u e  Maoist -- exemplified by L i n  
above a l l  others -- h a s  been h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao person- 
a l l y ,  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  Mao i n  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  h i s  own i n t e r e s t  t o  Mao's, 
and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s  r e a d i n e s s  t o  take t h e  blame f o r  
Mao's mistakes. (For many y e a r s ,  those who have at tempted 
to  place t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  f a i l u r e  on Mao's pol,icies, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  on the i r  own misunde r s t and ing  or f a u l t y  
e x e c u t i o n ,  have  been purged . )  And t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  has been  i n  .fact  -- ra ther  t h a n  i n  t h e o r y  -- con- 
c e r n e d  above  a l l  w i t h  examining  and t e s t i n g  t h i s  l o y a l t y  
t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y ,  n o t  t o  any body of d o c t r i n e .  I n  
t h i s  s e n s e ,  a l l  of t h e  members of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a n d -  
i n g  committee, i n c l u d i n g  Chou En- l a i ,  and most of Peking ' s  
o t h e r  c u r r e n t  leaders,  have been t r u e  Maoists. 

The term " t r u e  Maoist" h a s  a l so  impl ied ,  however, 
a h i g h  degree of a c c e p t a n c e  of MaoTs " thought . "  ( T h i s  
has been  c l e a r l y  imp l i ed  i n  a n o t h e r  t e r m  used t o  describe 
L i n  -- " re l i ab le  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r  ," w h i c h  i t  was 
t h e  declared purpose  of € h e l C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  t o  pro- 
duce . )  A t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  " t h o u g h t q T  h a s  been n o t  
so much a set of ideological p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s  a f a i t h  -- i n  t h e  e v e n t u a l  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  of t h e  P a r t y  cad re ,  
and  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  even  common men. I n  
practice,  t h e  "thought" c a l l s  for u n r e m i t t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i n s t i l l s  mmal i n c e n t i v e s  and 
p roduces  t h e  i n d o m i t a b l e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l .  The w i l l  
t h u s  produced i n  t h e  cadres ,  and t o  a lessen. degree i n  
t h e  masses, is mobi l i zed  i n  great campaigns -- w h e t h e r  
d e s t r u c t i v e ,  l i k e  t h e  campaigns a g a i n s t  counter - revo-  
l u t i o n a r i e s ,  or c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  l i k e  t h e  Leap Forward and 
' ' people ' s  commune" programs, or both ,  l i k e  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revo lu t ion .  The aim of these campaigns is t o  create 

. .  
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a new Chinese  s o c i e t y ,  e g a l i t a r i a n ,  a u s t e r e ,  and self- 
p u r i f y i n g  t h r o u g h  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  w h i c h  is t o  s e r v e  
a s  t h e  model and l i b e r a t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  other  peoples. 

Because Mao's own p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e  r a d i c a l  
and m i l i t a n t ,  c a l l i n g  for  maximum advance on  a r evo lu -  
t i o n a r y  l i n e ,  Mao' s "thought" is sometimes equa ted  w i t h  
j u s t  these f e a t u r e s  of h i s  t hough t .  However, Mao's 
t l thought ' t  does p r o v i d e  f o r  periods of re t reat  and con- 
s o l i d a t i o n ,  s o b r i e t y  and c a u t i o n .  H i s  l e a d e r s h i p  for  
many years  has  shown t h i s  p a t t e r n :  of m i l i t a n t  advance 
u n t i l  s u c h  time a s  t h e  r ea l  wor ld  (e .g . ,  human n a t u r e ,  
or S o v i e t  and American m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h )  compels a 
re t reat .  H e  is s k i l l e d  i n  r e t r e a t i n g :  no  other head 
of any Communist P a r t y  h a s  shown s u c h  an  a b i l i t y  t o  
s u r v i v e  a s  h a s  Mao. Obse rve r s  who have f a i l e d  to  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  re t rea t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a re  also f e a -  
tures of Mao's " thought"  have sometimes i n c o r r e c t l y  
concluded ,  i n  per iods  of retreat  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  
t h a t  M a 0  was no l o n g e r  t h e  leader.  

The " t r u e  Maoists" among Mae's l i e u t e n a n t s  -- i n  
t h e  s e n s e  of those l o y a l  t o  h im p e r s o n a l l y ,  w h e t h e r  i n  
advance or re t rea t  --have seemed t o  be  d i v i d e d  among 
themselves  i n  a n  impor t an t  way. On one  hand, there are 
those who associate themse lves  most h a p p i l y  w i t h  p e r i o d s  
of m i l i t a n t  advance,  and on t h e  o ther  those who seem 
to  work b e s t  i n  a n  atmosphere of s o b r i e t y  and c a u t i o n .  
L in  Piao 's  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  have seemed to  be, l i k e  Mao's, 
r ad ica l  and m i l i t a n t .  Most other P a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  Chou En- l a i  and almost a l l  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
leaders, have seemed t o  be less so. Chou i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
and t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders  fo r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  have seemed 
t o  s e r v e  Mao w e l l  even  i n  pe r iods  of m i l i t a n t  advance,  
b u t  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e  has seemed t o  be f o r  t h e  less g l a r -  
i n g  colors i n  t h e  spectrum of Mao's t h o u g h t .  

The first paper i n  t h i s  series concluded  t h a t ,  
w h i l e  L i n  m i g h t  soon  be deposed or  forced t o  make 
s u b s t a n t i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  Mao's p o l i c i e s ,  h e  would 
beg in  a s  a " t r u e  Maois t  r a d i c a l . "  T h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n  h a s  
proved m i s l e a d i n g  f o r  some readers ,  when t a k e n  a s  i m p l y -  
i n g  t h a t  L in  accepts o n l y  t h e  r a d i c a l  f e a t u r e s  of Mads  
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emphat ic  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  most r a d i c a l  and m i l i t a n t  
f e a t u r e s  of Mao's thought  -- so t h a t  h e  seems c l e a r l y  
i n  t h e  " r a d i c a l ' f  camp when t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  is d i v i d e d  
on those l i n e s  -- reflects n o t  so much h i s  own predis-  
p o s i t i o n  a s  h i s  s e n s e  of what l o y a l t y  t o  Mao e n t a i l s .  
T h a t  is, when Mao c l e a r l y  f a v o r s  a " r a d i c a l "  l i n e ,  L in  
f e e l s  obl iged to  s t a t e  h i s  own f a v o r  i n  even s t r o n g e r  
terms; and when Mao f a i l s  t o  make h i s  p o s i t i o n  c l ea r ,  
a s  is o f t e n  t h e  c a s e ,  L i n  feels  obliged to  s t a t e  h i s  
own p o s i t i o n  i n  terms w h i c h  he  knows t o  be in accord 
w i t h  Mao's p r e d i s p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  is pe rhaps  t h e  t r u e  
meaning of L i n ' s  n o t o r i o u s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  effect 
t h a t  he and others  w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  c a r r y - o u t  Mao's 

* /  p o l i c i e s  "even when w e  do n o t  unde r s t and  them." 

Abiding f e a t u r e s  of Maoism i n  p r a c t i c e  -- t h e  
emphas is  on a b s o l u t e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  l e a d e r  p e r s o n a l l y ,  
t h e  a b s o l u t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  borne by t h e  c a d r e ,  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  impor tance  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and 
mora l  i n c e n t i v e ,  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  
t h e  i n e s c a p a b l e  need f o r  g rea t  n a t i o n a l  campaigns 
aimed a t  e x t r a c t i n g  t h e  maximum from t h e  human 
m a t e r i a l  -- can  and p r o b a b l y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  under  L i n ,  
a s  w i l l  t h e  examina t ions  and pu rges  w h i c h  i n e v i t a b l y  
accompany a l l  of t h i s .  But i t  is poss ib le  t o  c o n t i n u e  
on  these l i n e s  w i t h o u t  r e a c h i n g  t h e  extremes which 

, Mao has  r eached  i n  t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s .  I t , i s  p o s s i b l e ,  
i n  o t h e r  words, t o  follow a Maois t  course b u t  t o  
impose less of a burden on t h e  human m a t e r i a l ,  t o  
p l a c e  less s t r a i n  on o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  s t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  t o  b e g i n  t h e  per iods of r e t r e a t  
and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  ea r l i e r ,  and t o  remain  i n  t h e m  
l o n g e r .  Those l e a d e r s  whom L in  seems to  l i k e  best  -- Chou and t h e  m i l i t a r y  men -- a r e  expected t o  in-  
f l u e n c e  h im i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o ' n ,  t h e  more e a s i l y  i f  
his p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  a re  indeed  less extreme t h a n  
Mao' 8 .  

I t  has  a l s o  been contended  i n  t h i s  paper  t h a t  
L i n ' s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e  t h a t  h i s  
f r i e n d s  and f a v o r i t e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  u r g e  on him: t h a t  
is, t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  behave a s  Mao i n  h i s  manic pe r iods  
h a s  behaved, w i t h o u t  a h i g h  r i s k  of be ing  overthrown.  

1 

-65- 



T h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  L i n ' s  p o l i c i e s  w i l l . n o t  be 
one rous  for t h e  Ch inese  or o f f e n s i v e  t o  o t h e r  .coun- 
t r ies ;  ' they  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  be.  Indeed ,  a s  o t h e r  
o b s e r v e r s  have  remarked, i t  may be h a r d e r  fo r  L i n  
t o  make a sudden  r e v e r s a l  of a m i l i t a n t  p o l i c y  -- s a y ,  
Mao's p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  toward t h e  R u s s i a n s  -- t h a n  i t  
would have been for  Mao, because  he  w i l l  n o t  have 
Mao's s t a t u r e  and p r e s t i g e .  But  even  Mao d i d  n o t  
pu r sue  h i s  extreme p o l i c i e s .  t o  a s u i c i d a l  end;and 
L i n  seems even  less l i k e l y  t o  do so. 4 ,  

If t h e  two judgments  e x p r e s s e d  above a r e  
correct -- t h a t  L i n  w i l l  t a k e  c o u n s e l  from Chou 
and from h i s  own - m i l i t a r y  comrades,  and for  t h i s  
r e a s o n  and o t h e r s  w i l l  conduc t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a d e c e n t  
regard fo r  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d  -- L i n  s h o u l d  be a b l e  to  
s u r v i v e  for  some t i m e  a s  Mao's s u c c e s s o r .  The l e n g t h  
of t i m e  c a n n o t  be forecast ,  because  it depends  on 
fac tors  -- and t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of f ac to r s  -- w h i c h  
c a n n o t  be assessed a t  t h i s  time.* These  i n c l u d e  t h e  
s t a t e  of L i n ' s  h e a l t h  a t  t h e  time of s u c c e s s i o n ,  h i s  
p r o g r e s s  toward s o l v i n g  C h i n a ' s  problems through what- 
e v e r  combina t ion  of p o l i c i e s ,  and t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  of 
Ch inese  leaders t o  be c o n t e n t  w i t h  some th ing  less t h a n  
t o t a l  s o l u t i o n s .  

*Many o b s e r v e r s  have concluded  t h a t  L i n  is n o t  
credible  a s  a long-term s u c c e s s o r .  I t  is n o t  h a r d  
t o  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  judgment ,  because  L i n  h imse l f  
d o e s  n o t  seem t o  have t h e  p r o s p e c t  of a l o n g  . t e r m ;  
i t  would be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  h e  were to  l i v e  o u t  t h e  
decade .  
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