
L,? t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 2 8  A p r i l  1975 I was a s s i s t i n g  a c l o s e  
:rl?.nd, E &lr. J a r n e d w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e v a c u a t i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  

i-la m i l i t a r y  a i r l i f t  from t h e E . A . 0 .  C o m p o u n g a t  c h a n  Son 

ZCUL Airbase> A f t e r  a l l  were m a n i f e s t e d  we were i n f o r m e d  

t z z r e  c o u l d  be a 3 h o u r  wait b e f o r e  t h e  f l i g h t  would l e a v e .  

:.e t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  AAM area as i t  was s t a r t i n g  t o  r a i n .  
A t  1720 two A37's bombed t h e  a i r p o r t ,  a t  l e a s t  4 borrbs were 

a ropped  and t h r i 2 f i a y  have been  some incoming.  Because o f  
t h e  & 7 t g b o r n b i n g  ana s p e r a t i c  incoming t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  of  

1 
c i v i l i a n s  was d e l a y e d .  I k e p t  c h e c k i n g  w i t h  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  

c e r . t e r  as t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  f l i g h t s .  Around 0200 t h e  

z w n i n g  of t h e  2 9 t h  I t o o k b .  James and f a m i l d  t o  t h e  
s u s c u a t i o n  c e n t e r  as t h e r e  f l i g h t  was n e x t  t o  l e a v e .  k o u n a  

0230 t h e  a i r p o r t  area s t a r t e d  r e c i e v i n g  c o n s t a n t  incoming.  

At l e a s t  2 r o c k e t s  l a n d e d  v e r y  near t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  c e n t e r .  

A t  t h i s  tlme a l l  e v a c u a t i o n  f l i g h t s  were c a n c e l l e d .  I s p e n t  

t h e  r e s t  of t h e  e a r l y  morning i n  a c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g  n e z r  

t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  p o i n t .  G r o u n d  0645 I s t a r t e d  w a l k i n g  t o  t h e  

XAI4 area2 I r e c i e v e d  a r i d e  a f t e r  I had walked a b o u t  h a l f  

way. The ma in  s l i d i n g  g a t e  t o  theGAM compound was c l o s e d ,  

bat n o t  l o c k e g  While c r o s s i n g  the&AI4 ramp a r o c k e t  h i t  
v e r y  c l o s j  t h r o w i n g  d i r t  o n t o  t h e  ramp, I a l s o  saw a & C l l g  

go down i n  f l a m e s  East N o r t h ' E a s t  o f  t h e  A i r p o r t .  

b a p t .  C o a l s o 3  vias t h e  f i r s t  t o  c r a n k  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  

The crews were n o t  a s s i g n e d  a i r c r a f t  and t h e r e  was 

L J  

3 

J 
and start  s h u t t l i n g  p i l o t s  from t h e  r o o f t o p s  

ram9 
c o n f u s s i o n  as t o  what we were t o  do and when t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  

of ,virple  f rom t h e  r o o f r o p s  would start .  

t o  t h e g l h l  

I d  
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. A, 
>--,t?ZL:: rccis';c.d :',ard t h s t  FU .;:cnte(i fa(:! r r o E  i.!, J u .... . ..A* - , y  z f t c r  ::?st :;2 s t a r t e d  s t e a l i n ; ;  f u e l .  At t1:is . .  

r - . . .L  K-s.1; h d r c - v , s  caxe  i n t o  OrS and r e p o r t e d  ai:AF j i l o t s  

*;;zre s t e a l i n g  AAh E e l i c o p t c r s  f rom t h e  I C C S  l i a r n g  A t  t h i s  

t i z c  t ' i l o t s  were f l o w n  f r o m L h e  AAFl ramp t o  t h e  I C C 8  H a m s  
b:nall arm f i r e  was h e a r d  f r e q u e n t l y  and r o c k e t s  and mor t ' i r  
f i r e  aas o b s e r v e d .  g h e r e  vias s e v e r a l  V N A F  and ASVAN on t h e  
I Z C S  2x1 all of them armed and s e v e r a l  of them i n  t h e  

k a l i c o p t e r s .  

r e x a v e c  t h e  c o v e r s  from g e l l c o p t e r  093 
VSAF f o r c e d  t h e r e  way o n t o  0 9 3 d e m a n d i n g  t h e y  be f l o w n  t o  a 
s h i p .  I t o l d  them i t  w a s n ' t  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  t h a t  1 would t a k e  

tnerr, t o  a p l a c e  where t h e y  would be e v a c u a t e d  t o  s a f t y .  

I t h e n  t o o k  o f f  and  l a n d e d  them on the&AM Ramp whcre t h e y  

\ l iere n e t  and d i s a r m e d  by CAIYT Adems. FW Mamuyal and Sa l l e s t -  
e r o 3  t h e n  b o a r d e d b g g  and we d e p a r t e d  t h e  &AM Ram> and s t a r t e d  

s h c t t l i n g  p e o p l e  f rom k y i l d i n g  2 5 9 a n d  t h e  z o n t e r a y  B u i l d i n g  

Sac!: t o  t h e  &AM Ram2 
down on B a d  312 I t  Seened do one knew i f  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  of  

c i v i l i a n s  was t o  s ta r t  o r  i f  t h e r e  was f u e l  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  

a l r p o r t .  I remained  o n p d  3 9  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  houfj  I 
-;;as t h e n  t o l d  t o  s h u t t l e  p e o p l e  f rom p a d s  t o  t h e  i! A 0  e v a c u a t -  

Lor. c e n t e r  When f u e l  became l o w  I f l e w  t o  LPD c a l l  s i g n  
&&i:~ Cnie a and r e f u l e d ,  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o E a i g o n J  Upon 

r e t u r n i n g  I was t o l d  t o  s h u t  down o n & i l d i n g  259 as t h e  
(5653'3 were c o n i n g  i n  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  want t h e  Emall h e l i c o p t e r 6  
i n  t h e  a i 2  
ar,d c o n t i n u e d  t o  s h u t t l e  p e o p l e  f r o m k o o f t o p s  t o  D A g  These  
s h u t t l e s  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d a y ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o L a v y  

L ~ Z D ~  wi.en n e c e s s a r y  for fue l .  

Capt.  S t e r g a J f l e w  l e f t  s e a t  w i t h  me o n E 9 3  
t o  g e t  dark  all AAM a i r c r a f t  were o r d e r e d  t o  l eave  & a i g o s  and 

secure on -q&avy s h i $  I d e p a r t e d b a i g o g w i t h  a f u l l  l o a d  

2 - 4 ... 3 

I 4 
When I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e B C C S  Ramp I u n t i e d  a n d  

A t  t h i s  t ime E a r m e d  

3c 
7 

A f t e r  3 t r i p s  we were t o l d  t o  s h u t  

S h u t  down u n t i l  1400 a t  which t i m e  I c r a n k e d  

On my last  t r i p  tod i ja igon  from r e f u l i n g  on a LPD 
As i t  s t a r t e d  



*:: .Jo:>:c C r O ; j - < n -  . L. a l l  j ,X% p l u s b p t .  
Le.,.. i *. !,,~::-,.;iJ 
zz,: st,r.-,c5 f o r  t n c  F L r c r a f t  Car r ie r  E a : . c o c d  I r e c i c v e d  

i r . c o r r e c t  : i E i o c s  f o r  t h e  arid was u n a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  

2ccauce  t h e r e  was no room t o  s e c u r e  I refueled 

t::e g r c r a i t  s o  l a n d e d  on&-‘D c a l l s i g n  Lime S t o n e 7  

r e f u e l e d  and g o t  n e w g g i o g  f o r  theAi)ancocff7 Landed on t h e  

G ~ n c o c k  2 0 2 D a n d  s e c u r e d .  
E k i n e  S e c u r i t y  G u a r d 3  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  throvi a l l  s u r v i v a l  
g e a r  a n d  weapons o v e r b o a r d .  I t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t o  them t h a t  

I n i g h t  have t o  f l y  t h e  n e x t  day  and I would need t h e  s u r v i v a l  

g e a r  and wec\pons. 
survival g e a r  and  weapons. I t h e n  went below and j o i n e d  t h e  

W h e n f i r s t  a p p r o a c h e d  by t h e  

The g u a r d s  t h e n  checked a l l  baggage 

rest of  t h e  AAM f l i g h t  crevis. 

D u r i n c  t h e  n i g h t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  AAM A i r c r a f t  were l o o t e d  

b y E a v y  p e r s o n s 1  o r  by t n e  J h r i n e  S e c u r i t y  G u a r 6 3  most 

of t h e  b a g g a g e s t h a t  had been t a g g e d  and s u p p o s e d l y  p u t  

i n  a secure a r e a  were a l s o  l o o t e d ,  When I checked  my b a g s  

t h e  mor i ing’  o f  t h e  3 0 t h  I found my 6 u r v i v a l  V e s t  m i s s i n g ,  

plcs t r n a o r t a n t  p a p e r s  from my baggage$‘. 

On 3 May 1975 t h e  b a n c o c g  vias n e a r i n g  t h e  E h i l i p p i n e 9  
It y:as d e c i d e d  t h a t  AAM c r e w s  would f l y  t h e  

AAX A i r c r a f t  fron! t h e  p a n c o c k  t o  S u b i c  Bay7 t h i s  we d i d  t h e  
b 

n o r r L n g  of 3 May. A f t e r  s e c u r i n g & @  a t  G b i c  B g  I was 

t a k e n  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  AAM Crewmenbers t o  t h e  b a s e  gym 

?;here were p r o c e s s e d  by l o c a l  and U.S. Cus tons .  

!..l”ier s p e n d i n g  some time i n @ a n i l  
a h e r e  I o u t p r o c e s s e d  vrith Air AQeriCa. 

I f lew t o  Hong Kong 9 


