
. . 

29 Apri l  1975 I 
C a l l  From Frank Nihill--HongKong 

RE: Saigon Exodus 

N i h i l l  ca l led  from Hongkong at  about 1130 l o c a l  Washington t i m e  and reported 
as follows: 

An Air America C-46 pi lo ted  by Captain Tom Sa i lo r ,  Co-Pilot Saddler, a r r ived  
Hongkong about 1800L t h e i r  t h e  with 2ape r sons  on board o ther  than Saddler and 
Sa i lor  which included: 4 Chinese ( 2  with Taiwan Visas and 2 with Hongkong CI's), 
1 Phil ippino and 6 Air America Vietnamese employees, plus  9 Vietnamese who had no 
r e l a t i o n  with the  Company but  managed t o  g e t  aboard the  a i r c r a f t  before  i t s  take- 
o f f .  

From N i h i l l ' s  conversations with Sa i lor  he a l s o  recounted the following, which is  
hearsay: two of the UH-1H helicopters1 iwere- -apparent Ty-'sto WO-14 
by VNAF personnel and flown away from the  a i r p o r t ;  some(?) a i r c r a f t  had been flown 
t o  Thailand; there  had been some A i r  America he l icopter  s h u t t l e s  from Vung T au (?) 
out t o  carriers; apparently two a i r c r a f t  had made it t o  Phu Quoc. 

, N i h i l l  a l s o  noted t h a t  Captain Harringron had ar r ived  i n  Hongkong i n  a Volpar. 

2 
MAAL is  ge t t i ng  i n  touch with the  American Consulate i n  Hongkong f o r  advisory 
ass i s tance  with respect  t o  the  Vietnamese na t iona ls .  
with no onward plans thus w i l l  be i n  Hongkong awaiting ins t ruc t ions .  

I advised N i h i l l  t h a t  our s i n g l e  most important problem with the  above is the  
matter of the Vietnamese c i t i z e n s  and what A i r  America's r e spons ib i l i t y  and posi- 
t i on  with respect there to  may be. 
permitted the  en t ry  of the 4 Chinese, 1 Phil ippino and the 6 A i r  America Vietnamese 
c i t i z e n s  which have been housed i n  8 Hongkong hote l .  
as ye t  have not permitted t h e  en t ry  of the  9 " s t o e w a y "  Vietnamese. 

NOTE: 
Vietnamese being in Hongkong and w e  should a n t i c i p a t e  bearing a l l  c o s t s  with respec t  
there to  as w e l l  as receiving d i r ec t ion  from the Hongkong Government f o r  t h e i r  u l t i -  
mate onward movement. I requested N i h i l l  t o  monitor t h i s  aspect  c lose ly  and keep . 
us  promptly advised. 

I a l so  advised N i h i l l  t h a t  t he  scheme of th ings  had ca l led  f o r  the ul t imate  f e r r y  
of t he  a i r c r a f t  t o  Tainan (from Saigon) where they would be readied f o r  ul t imate  
f e r r y  t o  Roswell, New Mexico. 

MAAL is t o  put together  a te le type  message t o  the  Washington o f f i c e s  on t h i s  matter 
and request ins t ruc t ions .  

The p i l o t s  a r r ived  a t  Hongkong 

The Hongkong Immigration Author i t ies  have 

The Immigartion Author i t ies  
.. 

Vis-a-vis Hongkong au tho r i t i e s ,  A i r  America is l e g a l l y  responsible  f o r  the 
* 

No information 
from Nih i l l .  

on persons o r  equipment o ther  than t h a t  st ve  w a s  learned 
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