
“Our commitment to openness means more than simply informing the 
American people about how decisions are made. It means recognizing 
that government does not have all the answers and that public officials 
need to draw on what citizens know...I’m directing members of my 
Administration to find new ways of tapping the knowledge and 
experience of ordinary Americans...Because the way to solve the 
problems of our time as one nation is by involving the American people 
in the policies that affect their lives.” (President Obama, January 21, 
2009)



More Americans Own 
Cellphones than 

Dishwashers









• Big Idea: The Changing Nature of Expertise
 



Collaboration
“I ran for President because I believe that we 
cannot solve the challenges of our time 
unless we solve them together.” (National 
Archives, May 21st, 2009)



Open Government Initiative
www.whitehouse.gov/open



Innovations Gallery

• Demonstrating Open 
Government in practice

• Showcasing innovators 
across the government

• Championing change 
in government

• Enabling platforms for 
innovation



The Open Government Initiative 
Launched with a 3 Phase Public 

Process to Kick-Start Policy Reform 

Phase I: Brainstorm 

May 21-28 

~900 ideas, 33,000 votes 

Phase II: Discussion 

June 3-21 

~1,000 comments 

Phase III: Drafting of Open 

Government Recommendations 

June 22-July 6 
375 participants, 305 drafts, 2,256 

votes 



Regulations.gov Exchange
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USPTO Examiner Survey/NYLS P2P 1st Anniversary Report 

PEER-TO-PATENT: EXTENDING 

INSTITUTIONAL EXPERTISE 

THROUGH STRUCTURED, GROUP-

BASED PARTICIPATION – NOW IN 

USE USPTO, JPO, UKIPO!
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COMPLAINING COMICALLY	
“BITCHING AND WHINING ABOUT N.Y.”

PROJECT

DATE ORGANIZ.2009 THE EAST VILLAGE IDIOT BLOG



GATHERING DATA
NATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERSHIP & 311

PROJECT

DATE ORGANIZ.2008 URBAN INSTITUTE AND NYC



PROJECT

DATE ORGANIZ.2008 MYSOCIETY.ORG

CIVIC PARTICIPATION
PLEDGEBANK



PROJECT

DATE ORGANIZ.2008 MYSOCIETY.ORG & GUY NAMED GREG

DELIVERING DATA TO GOV’T
FIXMYSTREET AND MY BIKE LANE



PROJECT

DATE ORGANIZ.2003 CONNECTICUT POLICY & ECON COUNCIL

COLLABORATIVE GOVERNANCE
CITYSCAN



PROJECT

DATE 2009 CARROT MOB
NETWORKING CONSUMER FOR SOCIAL GOOD

ORGANIZ.

COLLABORATIVE GOVERNANCE





Open Government Broadband 
Brainstorm




