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R e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  regime,  which announced 
i t s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  make i t s e l f  
less dependent  on West German 
imports, now is pursu ing  such 
a p o l i c y .  Meanwhile, it is 
p l a y i n g  down its former boas t  
tha t  i t  w i l l  o v e r t a k e  by t h e  
end of 1961 t h e  West German 
s t a n d a r d  of consumption i n  cer- 
t a i n  impor tan t  i tems- These 
moves sugges t  t h a t  
U l b r i c h t  is a t t empt -  
i n g  t o  g a i n  t i m e ,  r a t h -  
er than risk a c u t -  
o f f  of trade w i t h  t he  
West. 

The I n t  e 11 i g e n t  s ia  

Apart from t h e  
s e r i o u s  s t r a i n s  i m -  
posed on the SED by 
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of con- 
forming t o  Kremlin 
p o l i c i e s ,  U l b r i c h t ' s  
most s e r i o u s  problem 
is h i s  cont inued  in-  
a b i l i t y  t o  s t e m  t h e  
f low of r e f u g e e s  t o  
t h e  West. West G e r -  
man s t a t i s t i c s  show 
t h a t  a lmost  200,000 
refugees f l e d  d u r i n g  
1960--more t h a n  75 
p e r c e n t  of them 
through West Berl in--  
compared wi th  less 
t h a n  144,000 i n  1959. 
Among t h e  1960 ref- 
ugees were more than  
600 d o c t o r s ,  275 den- 
t ists, and 2,450 
e n g i n e e r s  and t echn i -  
c i a n s ,  as  w e l l  as 
many o t h e r  i n  t e 1 lec- 
t u a l s  and p r o f e s s i o n -  
al men. 

To deter such 
f l i g h t s ,  t h e  regime 

pe r sonne l  a l r e a d y  e x i s t ,  U1- 
b r i c h t ' s  problem is not  on ly  t o  
d e t e r  f u r t h e r  f l i g h t s  bu t  also 
t o  persuade  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  re- 
t u r n  t o  E a s t  Germany. Some, i n  
f a c t ,  have come back, bu t  t h e  
r e t u r n  flow i n  1960 appears t o  
have been smaller t h a n  i n  1959. 
U l b r i c h t ' s  c u r r e n t  appearance  of 
moderat ion i s obv ious ly  in t ended  
t o  speed t h e  r e t u r n  flow and may, 

' I  

3 ERFURT "&% LElPZlG \ DRESDEN 

__ Bezirn iDislric1 I boundary 
(a JANUARY ioe t  

has announced e x t e n s i v e  conces- I i f  con t inued ,  e v e n t u a l l y  have 
s i o n s  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and i n -  
t e l l e c t u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  bet-  
ter  housing and a r e d u c t i o n  of 
p o l i t i c a l  pressures. The f l i g h t s  
are c o n t i n u i n g ,  however, sug- 
g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  groups  are 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  U1- 
b r i c h t  is o f f e r i n g  any th ing  but  
a temporary respi te .  

Because s e r i o u s  s h o r t a g e s  
of s k i l l e d  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  I 

some e f f e c t .  
any i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of b loc  
p r e s s u r e s  on West B e r l i n  would 
stimulate more e s c a p e s .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

I n d u s t r i a l  Workers 

The regime c o n t i n u e s  t o  op- 
erate on t h e  basis of a modus 
v i v e n d i  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  workers, 
showing great c a u t i o n  i n  en fo rc -  
i n g  p o l i c i e s  which might lead t o  
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i n g  men are somewhat 
en igmat i c ,  there h a s  
been some evidence  of 
open cr i t ic ism of t h e  
h a r s h  character of the 
new l a b o r  code i n t r o -  
duced las t  f a l l .  

Desp i t e  r e c u r -  
r e n t  r e p o r t s  of s t r i k e s  
and s a b o t a g e ,  however, 
there a p p e a r s  t o  be no 
d i s p o s i t i o n  among 
workers t o  resort  t o  
open r e s i s t a n c e .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, the 
r eg ime ' s  c u r r e n t  de- 
mands f o r  g r e a t l y  in -  
creased i n d u s t r i a l  
p roduc t ion  may, i f  
suppor ted  by t h e  in -  
t r o d u c t i o n  of new 
work norms, cause  a 
r a p i d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
of t h i s  s emide ten te  
w i t h  t h e  workers .  

Youth 

The regime has 
been plagued i n  re- 
c e n t  months by a suc- 
c e s s i o n  of r i o t s  i n  
s o u t h e r n  c i t i e s ,  es- 
p e c i a l l y  Dresden, in -  
vo lv ing  f i g h t i n g  be- 
tween youths  and po- 
l i ce .  The r i o t s  are 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e v i l  
i n f l u e n c e  of Western 
r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s  and 
t r a s h y  Western lit- 
e r a t u r e ,  and some of 
t h e  p a r t  i c  ipan  t s have 
r e c e i v e d  heavy j a i l  
s e n t e n c e s ,  

The d i s t u r b a n c e s  
probably  i n d i c a t e  a 
h igh  degree of r a s t -  
l e s s n e s s  and i n d i s -  
c i p l i n e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
p o l i t i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
bu t  they  p o i n t  up t h e  
youth o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  
l a c k  of s u c c e s s  i n  de- 
ve lop ing  obed ien t  
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Communists. The f l i g h t  of 
young peop le ,  moreover, is con- 
t i n u i n g  a t  a h igh  rate,  a par-  
t i c u l a r l y  b i t ter  blow when--as 
is f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  case-- the re- 
gime h a s  paid f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  of such  d e f e c t o r s .  

The Church 

The regime h a s  not  r e l a x e d  
i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  Evan- 
ge l i ca l  Church--the on ly  remain- 
i n g  organized  o p p o s i t i o n  ele- 
ment i n  East Germany--under 
c l o s e r  c o n t r o l .  WhLle t h e  re- 
gime has made c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p r o g r e s s  i n  weakening t h e  links 
w i t h  t h e  West German church ,  
i t  h a s  no t  y e t  been a b l e  t o  
f o r c e  t h e  East German b ishops  
t o  g i v e  open suppor t  t o  i ts  po l -  
i c i e s  no r  h a s  i t  been able t o  
b reak  t h e  West German t i e s  en- 
t i r e l y  . 

The e l e c t i o n  of t he  mod- 
erate Bishop Krummacher of 
Gre i fswald  as l e a d e r  of t h e  
E a s t  German b i shops ,  rather 
t h a n  o v e r t l y  pro-regime Bishop 
iditzenheim of Thur ing ia ,  prob- 
a b l y  was a source  of consid-  
erable d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  O f f i c e  f o r  Church Affairs .  
The p a s t o r a l  l e t t e r  read i n  
P r o t e s t a n t  churches  on 4 De-  
cember u rg ing  E a s t  Germans not  
t o  f lee  t o  t h e  West, moreover, 
a c t u a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  d e f i a n c e  of 
t h e  regime,  s i n c e  i t  s t r e s s e d  
t h e  " s p e c i a l  burdens" and s u f -  
f e r i n g s  which C h r i s t i a n s  would 
endure  by remaining "where s o  
much i n  t h e  church  is be ing  
shat tered."  

These c i r cums tances  may 
account  i n  p a r t  f o r  t h e  r eg ime ' s  
d e c i s i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  on 11 Jan- 
uary  a n  announcehlent t h a t - - f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  time--it would not  
permit t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Church 
congres s  t o  meet i n  "democratic1'  
B e r l i n  t h i s  summer. Church o f f i -  
c i a l s  had proposed t o  hold  meet- 
i n g s  i n  both  E a s t  and West Ber-  
l i n ,  i n  order t o  u n d e r l i n e  the  
u n i t y  of t h e  church and i ts  
a l l - G e r m a n  c h a r a c t e r .  Claiming 
t h a t  t h e  "German Evange l i ca l  
Church a u t h o r i t y  which o p e r a t e s  
from West Germany" planned t o  

u s e  t h e  meeting for "provoca- 
t i o n s , "  t h e  regime d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  i t  would pe rmi t  t h e  con- 
g r e s s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  some 
a p p r o p r i a t e  E a s t  German c i t y ,  
w i t h  West German d e l e g a t e s  'a l -  
lowed t o  a t t e n d  as  g u e s t s .  

Farm Problems 

Adverse consequences of 
U l b r i c h t ' s  a l l - o u t  c o l l e c t i v i z a -  
t i o n  campaign l a s t  w i n t e r  s t i l l  
p lague  t h e  regime.  Farmers 
are  p a s s i v e l y  r e s i s t i n g  a t t e m p t s  
of o f f i c i a l s  t o  induce them t o  
work c o l l e c t i v e l y .  More t h a n  
13,000 f a rmers  are said t o  have 
f l e d  t h e  count ry  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
t e n  months of 1960, s e r i o u s l y  de- 
p l e t i n g  t h e  a l r e a d y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
manpower supply i n  t h e  count ry-  
s i d e .  Arson and i l l e g a l  s laugh-  
ter of farm an ima l s  r e p o r t e d l y  
are p r e v a l e n t .  

The regime a p p a r e n t l y  is 
coun t ing  on improved a g i t p r o p  
methods t o  induce f a r m e r s  t o  
work, and it seems r e l u c t a n t  t o  
r e s o r t  t o  t h e  ha r sh  methods i t  
used  t o  f o r c e  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  

Outlook 

The E a s t  German regime ap- 
pears t o  be r e o r g a n i z i n g  i t s  
p a r t y ,  s ta te ,  and s e c u r i t y  fort- 
es  for a p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
advance some months hence,  i f  
and when Khrushchev would sanc-  
t i o n  such a move. The p r e s e n t  
leaders--Staph, Neumann, and ,  
above a l l ,  U lb r i ch t - - a re  com- 
m i t t e d  t o  h a r d - l i n e  p rocedures ,  
a l though  they  are pragmat ic  
r a t h e r  t h a n  d o c t r i n a i r e  Commu- 
n i s t s .  Hau and Premier Grote-  
wohl, who are b e l i e v e d  t o  have 
e x e r c i s e d  a moderat ing f o r c e  i n  
past years ,  appea r  t o  have l o s t  
ground. The ou t look  f o r  a pro- 
tracted p e r i o d  of r e l a x a t i o n  is 
t h e r e f o r e  not  encourag ing .  

The E a s t  German peop le ,  
however, have been able t o  ex- 
e rc i se  a r e s t r a i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  
on t h e  regime, l a r g e l y  through 
the i r  a b i l i t y  t o  f l e e  t h e  coun- 
t r y  through West B e r l i n .  While 
i n  one s e n s e  t h i s  has acted as 
a s a f e t y  v a l v e  f o r  t h e  regime 
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by s iphoning  off t h o s e  most d i s -  
a f f e c t e d ,  it has  a l so  aggrava ted  
manpower problems and de layed  
economic development.  In  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  regime can  seek 
t o  h a l t  e scapes  by imposing 
d r a s t i c  c o n t r o l s  on access t o  
West Berlin--a p o l i c y  which U 1 -  
b r i c h t  undoubtedly prefers--or 

* * 

it  can  con t inue  i ts  e x p e d i e n t ,  
zigzag pol ic ies ,  hoping t o  
b u i l d  up s t r eng th  for a n  even- 
t u a l  crackdown a t  home and show- 
down with t h e  West. The p res -  
ence  of s t r o n g  S o v i e t  forces 
will c o n t i n u e  to .  p reven t  any 

25x1 

s e r i o u s  exp los ion -  of popular  
u n r e s t .  I I 
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