
Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP64B00346R000500080005-8 

L S E C R E T  
b 
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GROUND FORCES 

I. Sovie t  ground forces  am i n  process of cutback and ex tens ive  

re-equipping . 
A .  In  January 1980 Khrushchev s a i d  USSR was reducing 3,623,000- 

man services t o  2,423,000. Army now be l ieved  t o  have 

2,150,000, plus  250,000 s e c u r i t y  troops--a reduct ion  of 

about 400,000 from pre-1960 l e v e l s .  

B. Reducing from base of about 175 divisions-a cons t an t  

s i n c e  the Korean War-Soviet army now has  152 d i v i s i o n s .  

1. 33 a r e  r i f le ,  85 motorized and mechanized, 26 t ank ,  

and 8 airborne.  (About 50 a t  40% mtrength) 

2. 20 a r e  I n  East  Germany, 4 i n  Hungary and 2 i n  Poland, 

remainder i n  USSR. 

3, Those i n  S a t e l l i t e s  a r e  among bes t  and beat-equipped 

i n  Soviet  army. Has been no reduct ion among t h e s e  

forces  during cutback, emphasizing importance USSR 

a t t aches  t o  t h i s  area.  

C .  Re-equipment program has r e s u l t e d  i n  g r e a t  i nc rease  in 

firepower and s t r i k i n g  range of army. 

1. Idost important addi t ions  i n  f i e l d  of increased  mobi l i ty  

by provis ion of b e t t e r  t r anspor t  a i r c r a f t ,  more t r u c k s ,  

b e t t e r  armor. 
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2. Firepower i n c r e a s e d  by p rov i s ion  of mobile au r face - to -  

a i r  missiles 15 t o  35 mile "Honest John"-type rockets 

guided missiles wi th  ranges up t o  750 miles. 

I 

D. Bel i eve  t r e n d  w i l l  be to  f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n  of number of 

d i v i s i o n a  w i t h  

1. All r i f l e  u n i t e  conver ted  t o  motorized, t ank  and 

a i r b o r n e  d i v i s i o n s  

2. Simultaneous t o t a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  firepower and consequent  

i n c r e a s e  i n  o v e r a l l  of f e n s i v e  and de fens ive  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

E. Also b e l i e v e  there w i l l  be g r e a t e r  coope ra t ion  between 

f o r c e s  o f  t h e  Warsaw Pact--the USSR and European Sa te l l i t e s  

--in e f fo r t  t o  make o r g a n i z a t i o n  more e f f e c t i v e ,  Big 

q u e s t i o n  is whether S o v i e t s  w i l l  f i n d  i t  possible t o  t u r n  

ove r  n u c l e a r  weapons t o  t he  s a t e l l i t e s ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  them 

s t a t u s  of t r u s t e d  p a r t n e r s  of t h e  Pact. 
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