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This Special National In te l l igence  Es t imate  was approved by the 
United States In t e l l i gence  Board on 19 June 1961. 
judgments in this estimate are: 

The p r inc ipa l  

/ 
The Soviets do not Intend t o  w a g e  general  war I n  order t o  

-change the s t a t u s  of B e r l i n .  The Soviet leaders have not yet 
been pereuaded tha t  the U n i t e d  States w i l l  go t o  general  war 

were t o  become convlncedtha t  the Uhited States will  actually 
go t o  general  war over Berlin,  they would back off and aeek 
negotiations,  providing the United States bad l e f t  them t h i s  
recourse.  

i n  order t o  prevent a change i n  the s ta tu  oleBerlin. If 

The Soviets would oppose the use of subs t an t i a l  force I n  
any attempt t o  r e s t o r e  access t o  Berl in .  I n  the NATO countries 
and i n  most non-European countries there would be l i t t l e  pplblic 
support f o r  the more d r a s t i c  al l ied responses over BerlLn acae8s. 
I n  most European countr ies ,  a t t e n t i o n  would be focused primarily 
upon the p o s s i b i l i t y  of general  war, and thia c o y i d e r a t i o n  would 
probably override views about the rights and wrongs of the access 
i s sue .  - - . .. . 
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