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EAST GERMAN DISCONTENT 

As a resu l t  o f  S o v i e t  
p r o d d i n g ,  p a r t y  l e a d e r  U l b r i c h t  
s i n c e  December h a s  f o l l o w e d  
c e r t a i n  **soft" p o l i c i e s  to- 
ward t h e  Eas t  German p o p u l a c e  
and  h a s  r e f r a i n e d  f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  f rom h a r a s s i n g  West B e r l i n .  
The m o t i v e s  a r e  t o  reduce pub-  
l i c  a n t i p a t h y  t o  h i s  regime,  
t o  improve its image a b r o a d ,  
and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  reduce t h e  
f l o w  of refugees t o  West B e r l i n .  
He h a s  encouraged  E a s t  Germans 
t o  a i r  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s  b y  
s u b m i t t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  t o  t h e  
C o u n c i l  of S t a t e ,  wh ich  he  
h e a d s ,  and  h a s  removed un- 
p o p u l a r  and  i n e f f e c t i v e  off i- 
c i a l s  on  c h a r g e s  of "sectar- 
i a n i s m . "  Above a l l ,  he gave  
t h e  p e o p l e  reason t o  hope for 
a s t e a d y  improvement of t h e i r  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a n d a r d  of 
l i v i n g  a s  wel l  a s  for a d i m i n u -  
t i o n  o f  p a r t y  demands on  pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  men and  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  

Whatever b e n e f i t s  may have  
a c c r u e d  t o  t h e  r e g i m e  i n  terms 
of a less  r e s t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
however,  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  d i s -  
s i p a t e d  q u i c k l y  w i t h  t h e  USSR's 
c u r r e n t  demands for  a p e a c e  
t r e a t y .  The p e o p l e  now a r e  
d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  a s e p a r a t e  
S o v i e t  - E a s t  German t r e a t y  w i l l  

end hopes fo r  German r e u n i f i -  
c a t i o n ,  c u r b  E a s t  German a c c e s s  
t o  yes t  B e r l i n ,  and  mean t h e  
i n d e f i n i t e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
t h e i r  d r a b  e x i s t e n c e .  

C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  change  
of publ ic  a t t i t u d e s  b a s  been ~ 

a c o i n c i d e n t a l  period of s b a r p  
- -a l though p r o b a b l y  short-term 
--food s u p p l y  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  
The US M i s s i o n  i n  B e r l i n  re- 
p o r t s  t h a t ,  a s  a resu l t  o f  t h e  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  food  s i t u a t i o n  
and t h e  t h r e a t  t o  West B e r l i n ,  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  a maod 
of "profound d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  . ' I  

M i d d l e -  and l o w e r - l e v e l  f u n c -  
t i o n a r i e s  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
U n i t y  p a r t y  (SED) a r e  o p e n l y  
b l a m i n g  U l b r i c h t  's c o l l e c t i v i -  
z a t i o n  po l ic ies  f o r  s h o r t a g e s  
of meat and d a i r y  products.  
I n d u s t r i a l  workers a r e  s a i d  t o  
be i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  SED propaganda ,  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e  r e g i m e ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s a t f s -  
f y  t h e i r  demands for  improved 
s u p p l i e s  o f  f o o d s t u f f s  a n d  bon- 
sumer goods. 

The m i s s i o n  a l s o  n o t e s  
t h a t  a q u e s t i o n  p u t  t o  U l b r i c h t  
b y  workers a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
Buna c h e m i c a l  p l a n t  on  26 J u n e  
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i n d i c a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n x i e t y  
a s  t o  why t h e  USSR and E a s t  
Germany were f o r c i n g  t h e  
p e a c e  t r e a t y  i s s u e  a t  t h i s  
time . 

U l b r i c h t ' s  " s o f t "  po l i -  
c ies ,  moreove r ,  have  n o t  re -  
duced t h e  r e f u g e e  f l o w :  1 9 , 1 9 8  
E a s t  Germans f l e d  t h i s  J u n e ,  
compared w i t h  17,888 l a s t  J u n e .  
The  combined flow t o  West Ber- 
l i n  and West Germany d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months of 1961  
t o t a l e d  103 , 159, a s  a g a i n s t  
88,506 i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  l a s t  
y e a r .  

U l b r i c h t  and  h i s  henchmen 
a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  numerous 
p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  re- 
gime is h e r e  t o  s t a y ,  w i l l  i n -  
e v i t a b l y  be r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  
Wes te rn  powers, and  w i l l  a c h i e v e  
i n t  e r n a  t i o n a  1 r ecogn i t i o n  a s  
a U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  member. 

I n  a n  e f f o r t  to  a l l e v i a t e  
d i s c o n t e n t ,  t h e  SED c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee p l e n u m  of 3-4 J u l y  i s s u e d  
a communique c a l l i n g  for  p r i o r i t y  
a t t e n t i o n  to  m e a s u r e s  f o r  i m -  
p r o v i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g ,  
s u c h  a s  " g u a r a n t e e i n g  s u p p l i e s  
of f o o d s t u f f s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  con- 
s u m e r  goods ,  d w e l l i n g s ,  and 
s e r v i c e s  t o  p e o p l e  .? I  

The plenum a l s o  made ma jo r  
c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  t o p  eco- 
nomic p l a n n i n g  a p p a r a t u s .  P o l -  
i t b u r o  member Bruno Leuschne r  
h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e  cha i rman-  
s h i p  of t h e  S t a t e  P l a n n i n g  Com- 
m i s s i o n ,  b u t  h e  r e m a i n s  a d e p u t y  
premier w i t h  t h e  t a s k  o f  c o o r d i -  
na t i n g  economic p l a n n i n g .  A s  
new cha i rman  o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  
commiss ion ,  K a r l  M e w i s ,  f o r m e r  
SED l e a d e r  in R o s t o c k  D i s t r i c t ,  
w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s h o r t -  
term p lann ing- -a  h i g h l y  v u l n e r -  
a b l e  s p o t .  

Pol i tburo  member A l f r e d  
Neumann, who h a s  had o v e r - a l l  
c h a r g e  of p a r t y  c a d r e  m a t t e r s  
s i n c e  1957, is t o  head  t h e  new- 
l y  c r e a t e d  P e o p l e ' s  Economic 
C o u n c i l - - i n  c h a r g e  o f  l ong- t e rm 
p l a n n i n g  a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  of Min- 
isters l e v e l .  E r i c h  Apel h a s  
moved f rom c h i e f  of t h e  p o l i t -  
b u r o ' s  economic commission t o  
become SED c e n t r a l  committee 
secre ta ry  f o r  economic a f f a i r s ;  
h e  was a l s o  made a c a n d i d a t e  
member of t h e  p o l i t b u r o .  

N e i t h e r  M e w i s  n o r  Neumann 
h a s  had p r e v i o u s  h i g h - l e v e l  eco- 
nomic p l a n n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  They 
a p p a r e n t l y  a r e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  t a l e n t s  a l o n g  w i t h  
Apel and  Leuschne r  t o  make t h e  
economv workable - I 
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