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EAST GERMAN MOVES TO COUNTER EVANGELICAL CHURCH CONGRESS 

East Germany i o  s t e p p i n g  
up its moves a g a i n s t  t h e  Evan- 
g e l i c a l  Church's all-German con- 
gress (Kirchentag) scheduled 
t o  m e e t  in N e s t  B e r l i n  from 19 
t o  23 Ju ly .  I n  an e f f o r t  t o  3 

reduce a t t endance  by E a s t  and 
West G e r m a m ,  w i t h  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
a i m  of weakening t h e  t i es  be- 
tween church congrega t ions  in 
B a s t  and West Germany, t h e  re- 
gime h a s  opened a campaign of 
t h r e a t s  and "persuasion" a g a i n s t  
church o f f i c i a l s  and laymen to  
induce them t o  boycot t  t h e  con- 
gress on grounds t h a t  t h e  meet- 
i n g  is a "cold w a r "  tact ic  of 
"mili tarist ic" Uem t German cler- 
gymen. I t  has  also r e f u s e d  
to run  s p e c i a l  t r a i n s  for West 
German p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  no measures 
b a r r i n g  bus or air t r a v e l  have 
been announced t o  date. However, 
N e s t  B e r l i n  o f f i c i a l s  are making 
t e n t a t i v e  p l a n s  for some 50 
s p e c i a l  f l i g h t s  t o  B e r l i n  in t he  
even t  East Germany s t o p e  buses  
c h a r t e r e d  for Kirchentag dele- 
g a t e s .  

On 8 J u l y ,  t h e  East  B e r l i n  
p o l i c e  p r e s i d e n t  fo rma l ly  banned 
sessions of t h e  Kirchentag in 
t h e  Sov ie t  sector--a  move de- 
s igned  t o  s i l e n c e  c l a ims  of 
church members t h a t  no East  Ger- 
man law f o r b i d s  them to  a t t e n d .  
The new measure does n o t ,  how- 
e v e r ,  i n d i c a t e  whether the re- 
gime w i l l  f o r b i d  r e l i g i o u s  serv-  
ices in t h e  Evangel ical  c a t h e d r a l  
i n  East B e r l i n ,  a s t e p  it has  
been r e l u c t a n t  t o  t ake .  Church 
o f f i c i a l s  have canceled a l l  but  
r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  in East Ber l in  

On 11 J u l y ,  appa ren t ly  pur- 
s u a n t  t o  t h e  new o r d e r ,  Bast Gem- 
man police in Rostock D i s t r i c t  
ha l ted  Bishop F r i e d r i c h  Krum- 
macher of Greifswald and seized 
h i s  i d e n t i t y  card, on grounds 
t h a t  he was en r o u t e  to  B e r l i n  
to  a t t e n d  a pre-Kirchentag meet- 
ing, which was p r o h i b i t e d .  Krum- 
macher w a s  a c t u a l l y  going t o  a 
meeting of t h e  E a s t  German bish-  
ops '  conference,  of which he is 
chairman. 

Ins t ead  of i n t i m i d a t i n g  t h e  
E a s t  German c l e r g y ,  t h e  move may 
have had t h e  oppos i t e  e f f e c t :  
Bishop Y o r i t z  Yitzenheim, gen- 
e r a l l y  considered pro-regime, 
r e p o r t e d l y  s e n t  a letter to  
Premier Grotewohl, " i n  t h e  name 
of a l l  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
t h e  church" in E a s t  Germany, 
p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  " t h i o  meas- 
u r e  r e s t r i c t i n g  a bishop in h i s  
duty,  even though t h e  measure 
has meantime been withdrawn"-- 
presumably by r e t u r n i n g  h i s  
i d e n t i t y  card. Nevertheless ,  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l  probably 
attempt t o  c o n f i s c a t e  laymen's 
i d e n t i t y  documente t o  keep them 
from t r a v e l i n g  t o  B e r l i n .  

I n  its e f f o r t s  to  undercut  
t h e  congress ,  t h e  regime is 
handicapped by a desire to  pre- 
s e n t  an image of t o l e r a n c e  and 
reasonableness  in suppor t  of 
t h e  Soviet  campaign for a nego- 
t i a t ed  s e t t l e m e n t  on West B e r l i n .  
There is even a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  r e v e r s a l  of t h e  police 
measures a g a i n s t  K r m a c h e r  
stemmed from Soviet  a c t i o n .  
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P a s t o r s  are s a i d  t o  have com- 
p l a i n e d  t o  Sov ie t  Embassy of- 
f i c i a l s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  worker 
u n r e s t  at  t h e  Hennigsdorf p l a n t  
nea r  B e r l i n  t h a t  t h e  campaign 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Kirchentag w a s  con- 
t r i b u t i n g  t o  u n r e s t .  The Sov ie t  
diplomats  r e p o r t e d l y  s a i d  
Hennigsdorf workers would not 
be molested if they  a t t ended  t h e  
Kirchentag.  

t h e  E a s t  German government prob- 
a b l y  would u s e  t h e  congress  as 

Under other circumstances , 

a n  occasion for P showdown w i t h  
t h e  Evange l i ca l  Church--the o n l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  remaining all-German 
i n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  t h e  absence of 
specific Sov ie t  a s s e n t  t o  h a r s h e r  
measures,  however, t h e  regime 
may l i m i t  its harassments  t o  co- 
e r c i o n  of lts own popu la t ion ,  
b a r r i n g  s e l e c t e d  West Germans 
from t r a v e l i n g  by road  or r a i l  
t o  N e s t  B e r l i n ,  and Imposing 
s t r o n g e r  c o n t r o l s  a t  t h e  B e r l i n  
s e c t o r s  bo rde r s  t o  reduce at- 

meet ings.  

SINO-SOVIET RIVALRY I N  ASIA 

Heightened a c t i v i t y  by 
Moscow and Pe ip ing  i n  r e l a t i o n  
to  t h e  A s i a n  Communist p a r t i e s  
du r ing  t h e  p a s t  f e w  months re- 
f l e c t s  t h e  cont inued s t r a i n  i n  
Slno-Soviet  relatione, now ex- 
p res sed  i n  inc reased  p o l i t i c a l  
and economic r i v a l r y  r a t h e r  t han  
i n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  deba te s  which 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  peak of t h e  
d i s p u t e  last  yea r .  Both powers 
a p p a r e n t l y  recognized t h e  dan- 
g e r s  to t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com- 
munist  movement inhe ren t  in t h e  
in t empera t e  and open exchanges 
of last year  and seem t o  have 
agreed a t  t h e  Yoscow conference 
i n  November t o  keep d i r e c t  at- 
t a c k s  at a minimum. Since then  
t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  have c a r r i e d  
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  forward by vy- 
i n g  for support  from i n d i v i d u a l  
Communist p a r t i e s  and regimes.  

While t h e  Chinese were not 
a b l e  t o  move t h e  l a r g e r  Eas t e rn  
European Communist p a r t i e s  away 
from close support  f o r  t h e  So- 
v i e t  Uniom, they  can  cons ide r  
Albania 's  oppos i t i on  t o  Khru- 
shchev's gene ra l  policiee a 
s i g n a l  success .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
China has  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  increased 
its i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  p a s t  few 

yea r s  among t h e  Asian satell i tes,  
Now Moscow, wi th  t h e  example of 
Albania f r e s h  i n  mind, h a s  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  t u r n e d  its a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  t a s k  of c o n s o l i d a t i n g  
its p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  important  
Communist p a r t i e s  of A s i a .  

The c u r r e n t  a t t endance  by 
p a r t y  presidium m e m b e r  M .  A .  
Suslov at  t h e  Mongolian Com- 
munist p a r t y ' s  1 4 t h  p a r t y  con- 
g r e s s  and t h e  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  
of t h e  Mongolian Peop le ' s  Re- 
p u b l i c  is merely t h e  latest 
in a series of b i l a t e r a l  v i s i t s  
between t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t y  and 
va r ious  Asian Communist p a r t i e s .  
Suslov a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Ind ian  
Communist p a r t y  congres s  last 
A p r i l ;  Deputy Premier Kosygin 
made a s u r p r i s e  v i s i t  t o  North 
Korea i n  e a r l y  June,  which 
North Korea's Premier K i m  I l-  
sung and an unusua l ly  s t r o n g  
de lega t ion  r e t u r n e d  in e a r l y  
J u l y ;  both Indonesian Communist 
p a r t y  l e a d e r  A i d i t  and North 
Vietnamese Premier Pham Van Dong 
were made much of by a l l  t o p  
Sov ie t  leaders when they  v i s i t e d  
Moscow i n  June; and presidium 
member N. A.  Mukhitdlmv is 
scheduled t o  be p resen t  at  t h e  
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