
Wednesday, Augpst 3O,-----I had an appointment a t  5 p.m. with 
President Kennedy v i a  the  East Wing of the White House 
which means tha t  t he re  i s  t o  be no publ ic i ty .  
a l i t t l e  ea r ly  and was met by a young man from Massachusetts 
who said the President  would be a b i t  late.  I was taken Up 
i n  the e leva tor  t o  a s o r t  of s i t t i n g  mom i n  the residence 
ar t  of the White House = books and magazines spread out on e ables and a small bar  i n  one corner  feataglng Beefeaters 

Gin. I sat the re  f o r  a few @lbtItes and was glad t o  get a 
chance t o  compose my thoughts, but the  young man came back 
and took me ups ta i r s  t o  the "Yalta Room". This  overlooks 
the south grounds of the White House, a b e a u t i f u l  fountain,  
some of those Eas t e r  duckl ings  that  someone gave t o  C a l . o l l n e  
Kennedy and immediately outs ide the room i s  Harry Truman's 
famous {alcony o r  "back porch." 

a very hlce piace t o  sit and i t  looks out over a beau t i fu l  
vista of the  Washington Monument looking toward t h e  Potomac. 
Harry didn ' t  take qui te  as many weekends away f r o m  Washington 
as e i t h e r  Eisenhower or Kennedy, so he l iked t o  have h i s  f r iends  
around on the back porch. The White House, as f a r  as I could 
see, was completely empty. 
t he  children and the  Pres ident  was apparently not expecting 
anyone t o  dinner. 
and when he f i n a l l y  turned up,  he explained t h a t  an in t e rcep t  
message had just come i n  say ing  t h a t  the Russians were about 
t o  resume nuclear t e s t ing .  This was a Tass r epor t  t o  one of 
i t s  o f f i ces  i n  Cent ra l  Asia, t e l l i n g  i t  t o  hold u p  a statement 
sent e a r l i e r  f o r  subsequent r e l ease  that  the Soviet  was t o  
resume t e s t  ing . 

I a r r ived  

Actually I can see w h y  Harry wanted the  back porOh. It's 

Jackie  was up  at  Hyannis Port wi th  

I waited for him for approximately one hour, 

Kennedy was q u i t e  upset. He said he d idn ' t  kmw whether 
the report  was true or  not,  but they had t o  be ready for it ,  
While we were t a l k i n g  he got a telephone c a l l  and d i r ec t ed  the 
person on the o t h e r  l i n e  t o  prepare a statement f o r  him t o  
issue i n  case t h e  announcement was bona f ide.  

I had prepared t o  give the President a consecutive report  
on my v i s i t  with Khrushchev, but the sequence was nore or less 
knocked out by h i s  own perturbation. B u t  I gfive him a b r i e f  
repor t ,  during which I said that they had tasked t o  me about 
having Bobby Kennedy come over and a l s o  Joseph P. Kennedy. 
I s a i d  t h a t  I had advised them not t o  i n v i t e  Joseph P. Kennedy, 
b u t  t h a t  Bobby Kennedy might be a good idea. 

'We don't  want t o  send Joseph P. Kennedy," in te r rupted  
the President,  "he's a p a c i f i s t .  He'd give every th ing  away." 

i 
CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO 
DEC LAS S I FICAT I ON AND/ OR 
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
DATE: MAR 2008 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

##I was delighted t o  meet Khmshchev a t  Vienna,tf 
Kennedy t o l d  me, "but when he handed me tha t  
and began t a lk ing  tough, wel l  I, , , , ..He ce r t a in ly  can 
be fought" And Kennedy talked as 1s Khrushchev had given 
him a really bad time. 

more o r  l e s s  got Cuba. Bu t  we ' l l  not give h i m  & . i n , "  
Kennedy said. llHow can we guarantee that he won't s t rangle  
Berlin3 He wants t o  p u t  Soviet troops i n  there .  How do we 
know he won't continue harrassing tact iw la te r?"  

Kennedy mentioned the January 6 speech of  Khrushchev I( 
i n  which he was even tougher than previously, 

I told the President t ha t  I was seeins him pa r t ly  
a t  the request of Khrushchev, though I would have wanted t o  
report  t o  him anyway. 
message he wanted me t o  send back t o  Rhmshchev because 
obviously, Khrushchev would be expe0*dggclom. 

"Have you wri t ten  Khrushchev t o  thank him f o r  h i s  
hsspl ta l i ty?" ,  Kennedy asked, When I replied i n  the 
negative he suggested "Why not write tha t  if we can ge t  
Laos straightened out,  then we can go on tro o the r  things?" 

a i d  memoir 

"We'll give him Laos. He's got Bri t ish Gu #a He's 

I asked him whether he had any 

Kennedy added t o  met "The raiw season is going t o  
be over i n  a couple of weeks, and i f  we don't  ge t  that 
straightened out a l l  h e l l  w i l l  break loose there  p re t ty  
soon. 11 

Kennedy talked i n  a very discouraging mood about 

"They had the  right t o  do that .  
B e r l i n .  "The closing down of the  Berlin border wasn ' t  
so bad," he t o l d  me. 
And they had t o  s top  that  hemorrhage. I was sqpprised 
they d i d n ' t  close it down before. The West Germans, of 
course, made the mistake of playing it Up t oo  much, which 
was very embarrassing t o  US. B u t  when he (Khrushchev) 
comes along l a t e r  with t h i s  note on g i r  accesr - for  West 
Germans t o  West Berlin,  well - well,  that 's something 
else. That's something we can' t  take." 

Kennedy sa id  tha t  Khrushchev was talking about 
President Ayub and his f a i l u r e  t o  hold elect ions in 
Pakistan, 
I sa id  'You mean t o  say tha t  Poland holds e lect ions? ' .  
He replied'What do you mean attahking 8 f i n e  country tha t  
is f r iendly t o  you?'O 

"After he had gone on about t h i s  fo r  801338 time, 
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Kenneay summarized his  views on Ber l in  and It seemed 
t o  me they were more than reasonable. He said vlI 'd give 
on Berlin;  we have severa l  points  t h a t  we could give,  There's 
the Mer Nlesse Line which should be f ixed  Uefini te ly .  I 
would a l s o  recognize East Germany. It 's a f a c t ,  and we m i g h t  
as we l l  recognize i t  as a fact .  Rias i s  not t o o  important 
and I'd be w i l l i n g  t o  give on t h a t .  B u t  we can't sacrifice 
Ber l in .  If we do the e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  of NATO comes clown, 
and that's the only r e a l  a l l i ance  we have. We can ' t  a f fo rd  
t o  weaken it .  " 

I pointed out that Khrushchev was wi l l i ng  t o  guarantee 
A h a  Ber l in  and even pu t  his uwn troops in Ber l in  with a l l i e d  
troops as a guarantee, Kennedy d i d n ' t  like tha t  idea, H e  
s a i d  something about Btussian t roops causing f r i c t i o n  and 
t rouble  . 

I also pointed out t h a t  he was willing t o  guarantee 
the access between West Berlin and West Germany and volunteered 
the  statement t o  me t ha t  West Germany was e n t i t i e d  t o  a l l  
diplomatic r e l a t i o n s  and contacts  with West Ber l in .  

I pointed out tha t  whab it r e a l l y  came down t o  was a 
t a lked  t o  Khrushchev 

him Kennedy. I 

Dinner'and your 

a"Dobro d z e r t z i f  

a job." The President  

humor. I t o l d  him how 

and your crack a b o h  your 

I 

I a l s o  t o l d  him w h a t  I had t o l d  Khrushchev about the 
importance of emphasizing some of t h e  cons t ruc t ive  things 
which had taken place between the two countr les ,  such as the 
P r ib i lo f  Seals  Convention the Antarctic Treaty,  and the  
cooperation t o  prevent opium smuggling. I suggested a 
30-Uay cooling off period, bu t  d i d n ' t  p re s s  i t  hard because 
I could see that  he was not i n  the  mood and t h a t  he was 
t e r r i b l y  upse t  by' the announcement of t h e  resumption! of 
nuclear  tes t ing.  I suggested that  Averell Harriman go t o  
Moscow as a special envoy and that I f e l t  it was a mistake 
t o  have Tommy Thompson away from Moscow at  t h i s  time on 
vacation. 

I 

Kennedy agreed. He said, however, that Averell  had 
t o  go back t o  Geneva t o  handle Laos and t h a t  Tommy was 
on h i s  way t o  Moscow immedlataly wijh Ins t ruc t ions  t o  
sound them out re$arUirig the question of talks t o  begin  
a t  New York a t  t h e  U. N. e i t h e r  w i th  Gromyko o r  Khrushchev, 
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This apparently was what teed Khrushchev off i n  
his lecture  t o  Kennedy a t  Vienna. 

I could see t ha t  the President was ra ther  r e s t l e s s  
and I moved t o  terminate the conversation which already 
had las ted  about f i f t y  minutes. He served me some t e a  
and toas t  and drank some t e a  himself, As we went out hn 
the ha l l  he said: llHope t o  God they don ' t  s tart  t e s t ing  
again. 5 have two children and I know what atomic war 
means, The Lord knows the last th ing  I w a n t  i s  f o r  his tory 
t o  record tha t  Kennedy and Khrushchev s ta r ted  atomic war," 

a f t e rnoon  e d i t i o n  of the Washington Daily News which 
headlined "House Defeats School B i l l . 1 1  

I n  the h a l l  as we went t o  the elevator  w4s the l a t e  

llDamn,ll exclaimed the President. "They won't pass a 
school b i l l  f i rs t  because of re l igion,  and now they won't 
pass it a t  all." 

'Why don't you veto the impacted areas school b i l l ? 1 1  
I suggested. 
d i s t r i c t ,  bet he votes against general  a i d  t o  education.11 

repl ied.  

i t  occurred t o  me that he could pocket veto the  school bill 
and then they couldn't pass it over his  head. 

I went downstakrs i n  the elevator  icked up a taxi 
and drove home 
was one hour l a t e .  We drove immediately t o  the  country, 
1 could not explain t o  Georgie w h y  I was la te  and how worded 
the President was over the news from Russia t h a t  nuclear 
t e s t s  would be resumed again. I d i d  trg t o  t e l l  him a 
l i t t l e  about the White House and the President o f  t h e  United 
S ta tes .  B u t  I ' m  not sum that  I made sense. 

%olmer of M i s s i s s i p p i  gets  a id  f o r  his 

"They'd j u s t  pass it Over my veto," the  Pres ident  

I was not  smart enough t o  th ink  of i t  then, bu t  afterward, 

flBUtfl, he said,  a t  l e a s t  we got a r o l l  c a l l  vote." 
) 

Georgie Arnold was wa 1 . P  t ng far me . I 

Georgie spent the night a t  t he  farm sleeping in Luvie's 
bed. I had the fee l ing  as we went t o  bed that  the  world was 
passing in to  a very d i f f i c u l t  and tragic period, du r ing  which 
l i t t l e  boys l i k e  Georgle would suffer t e r r i b l y  because of the 
mistakes of t h e i r  e lders ,  
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