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CURRENT INTELLIGENCE WEEKLY SUMMARY 

WEEKLY REVIEW 

SOVIET PARTY CONGFBSS 

Khrushchev's report t o  t h e  
22nd p a r t y  congress  on 17 October 
was a g e n e r a l l y  moderate and 
r o u t i n e  r e s t a t emen t  of e s t ah -  
l i s h e d  Sovie t  f o r e i g n  and domes- 
t i c  p o l i c i e s .  While cover ing  
both  immediate i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
i s s u e s  and long-term t h e o r e t i c a l  
and i d e o l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  the 
r e p o r t  was h i g h l i g h t e d  By Khru- 
shchev ' s  formal  withdrawal of 
n dead l ine  for a German peace 
t r e a t y ,  h i s  announcement t h a t  
t h e  USSR's p r e s e n t  nuc lear  test 
series "probably" would end by 
31 October with a 50-megaton 
exp los ion ,  h i s  o v e r - a l l  emphasis 
on t h e  p rospec t s  for achiev ing  
peace fu l  coex i s t ence  and prevent- 
i n g  a world war, and h i s  unprec- 
edented indictment  of the  Alba- 
n i an  l e a d e r s h i p .  

Khrushchev contended t h a t  
e v e n t s  had confirmed t h e  cor- 
r e c t n e s s  of t h e  p o l i c y  l i n e s  
adopted by the 20th p a r t y  con- 
g r e s s  i n  1956, and claimed t h a t  
t h e  main r e s u l t  of the  p a r t y ' s  
p o l i c y  had been the  p reven t ion  
of war .  H e  s a w  a "prospect  of 
achiev ing  peace f u 1 coexis tence  
for t h e  e n t i r e  pe r iod  i n  which 
t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  prob- 
l e m s  now d i v i d i n g  t h e  world w i l l  
have t o  be so lved ."  I n  a g d i t i o n ,  
he reaffirmed the p o i n t  l a id  
down by the 21s t  congress  i n  
1959, which h a s  drawn s t r o n g  C h i -  
nese o b j e c t i o n s ,  t h a t  "it may 
a c t u a l l y  be feasible  t o  banish  
world w a r  from the  l i f e  6f soc i -  
e t y  even befo re  t h e  complete 
tr iumph of s o c i a l i s m  on e a r t h ,  
w i th  c a p i t a l i s m  s u r v i v i n g  i n  
part o f  the  wor ld ."  Khrushchev 
also l i s t e d  cont inued  adherence 
t o  the  " p r i n c i p l e s  of peaceful 
coexis tence"  as t h e  primary task 
conf ron t ing  the Sovie2 p a r t y ,  

w i t h  the ma-ntenance o 
u n i t y  l i s t ed  second. 

B e r  1 i n  

bloc 

On t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of Germany 
and B e r l i n ,  Khrushchev gave a 
p o s i t i v e  assessment of Gromyko's 
t a lk s  wi th  American and B r i t i s h  
l e a d e r s  and drew t h e  conclus ion  
from these talks t h a t  t he  Western 
powers had d i sp layed  an  under- 
s t and ing  of t he  s i t u a t i o n  arid 
were i n c l i n e d  t o  seek a sett le- 
ment on a "mutually accep tab le  
basis .I? 'Wliile warning t h a t  a 
Gernan t r e a t y  could  not be post-  
poned "to i n l i n i t y "  and r epea t -  
ing t h a t  i t  would be s igned  with 
or without  t h e  Western powers, 
Khrushchev s t a t ed  i f  t h e  West 
showed read iness  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  
"German  problern" then  t h e  "date 
of s i g n i n g  will have no s i g n i f i -  
cance .  ' I  rTIn t h a t  case, " he 
added, "we s h a l l  not  i n s i s t  on 
t h e  peace t r e a t y  being s igned  
n e c e s s a r i l y  be fo re  31 December 
1961 . " 

H i s  withdrawal of t he  dead- 
l i n e  and f avorab le  view of West- 
e r n  a t t i t u d e s  were probably in -  
tended t o  meet Western o b j e c t i o n s  
t o  n e g o t i a t i n g - u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  of 
threats of u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i o n  and 
t o  open t h e  way fo r  formal  nego- 
t i a t i o n s .  However, KhruShchev's 
claim that  the " f o r c e s  of social- 
i s m t '  are s t r o n g e r  than the 'lag- 
g r e s s i v e  imperialist  f o r c e s , "  
and h i s  warning a g a i n s t  t h e  
dangers of a l t p o s i t i o n  of s t r e n g t h "  
p o l i c y  reflect h i s  conf idence  
tha t  t h e  West can  be induced t o  
g r a n t  concess ions  which t h e  USSR 
could  r e p r e s e n t  as marking a 
fundamental change i n  t he  s t a t u s  
of West B e r l i n .  
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