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CO?X"NLSTS PREPARE To EXPAND KORFIPLN AIR WAR 

IDATE: 22-Mar-201 0 I 

AI number of events during the pas t  month s ignal  a long-anticipated 
Cotmnuniat effor t  t o  enlarge a i r  operations over Narth Korea. 
of' Communist a i r  unite i n t o  Manohuria, the r e o m t  increase in numbers o t  
e n e q  j e t  interoeptors operating i n  Korea, and the intensive preparatiopa 
t o  ready Korean a i r f i e l d 8  point t o  the imminenoe of a new phase in C o w -  
niet air  operations i n  the Korean war. 

The move~tit 

Communiet jet  interceptor a i r c r a r t  appeared In the Korean war about 
a yqar ago w i t h  the ostensible purpose of defending the Yalu river l i n e  
against  antioipated UN air  s t r i k e s  i n t o  Manohuria. Hsanwhile, e program 
of rapid t r a in ing  and equipping of Chinese Connnunist a i r  unit8 -8 
initiatedo 

The inorease i n  both peraonnel and airoraf ' t  sinoe the i n i t i a l  engage- 
menta were fought over the Yalu has resul ted i n  a def in i t e  numerical 
superior i ty  over oomparable UN air s t rength i n  the theater.  
thie superiority,  it is possible that the Communists a r e  now smbarkdng on a 
new a e r i a l  phase of the Korean mr in which-their conslbrable po ten t i a l  
Will be Uaed offeneively. 

Having a t t a ined  

Prior t o  beginning extensive air  operations from Korean f i e l d s ,  ths 
Comuniste were faoed wi th  the problem of UN detection and destruotion of  
t h e i r  air f a o i l i t i e s  before they beoame operationalo Early Communist ef- 
f o r t s  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  airf i e ld s  followed no diecernible geographic pattern,  
end r e l i e d  on oamouflags rather than on local  a n t i a i r c r a f t  defenses fay 
protection. 
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fh6 recent Communist e f f o r t  t o  put a i r f i e l d s  i n t o  operation has 

followed a logioal,  well-conoeived plan whioh has grea t ly  enhanced the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of i t s  ~11ooe8s.  The positioning of new f ie lds  well withip 
the  defensive radius of Manohurian-based j e t  interoeptors,  as w a l l  aa tbe 
oonosntration o f  both heavy and l i g h t  antiaircraft weapons at  the f ie lde ,  
was oaloulated to  give these embryonio air bases a maximum ohanoe f o r  
S W d v a l .  

The degree of auooess aohieved by the Communists t o  date is best 
l l l u e t r a t e d  by the f a o t  that UN medium bombers no longer venture north 
of the Chongohon river during the  day. While e f f e o t i m  UN air super ior i ty  
has been l o s t  i n  northwestern Korea, the r e l a t i v e  freedom of a o o e s ~  of 
UN F-86 j e t  f i g h t e r s  equally has prevented the enemy from a t t a i n i n g  suoh 
superior i ty .  FECOM oharaoteriees northwestern Korea as an "aerial no- 
n m D 8  lando" Uurrently the three-airf ie ld  oomplex a t  Tabohon-Namsi-Seamoham 
is p a r t i a l l y  usable, although no operations have been detaoted from them0 
Strenuous e f f o r t s  t o  repair  bomb damage and t o  conatruot revetments and 
lengthen runways oontinuee 

The evolution of a well-integrated air defense system i n  northweatbrn 
Korea ma a nlrtural precursor of' a t t empt s  t o  base j e t  f i g h t e r s  a t  these new 
f i e l d s .  
system was first deleoted i n  Deoember 1950. 
Sinanju and poesibly operating a8 f a r  south as Sariwon, has served t o  a ler t  
and to d i r e c t  Mmchurian-based j e t  interoeptars  against  UN aircraft on 
missions north of Pyongyango A fur ther  s tep i n  proteotine; northwestern 
Korea was the  appearance of a large quant i ty  of mtiaircraft a r t i l l e r y  
u t i l i z i n g  modern gunlaying radar and ooncdntrated a t  stra$egio looat ionso 
lhsre are some indioationa that antdaircraf't a r t i l l e r y  operations are  
ooordinated through the Soviet-operated radar net. AntiafrerfA€'t a r t i l -  
lery s t rength i n  Korea i s  now estimated a t  six Soviet-style divlaionso 

A Soviet-operated ear ly  warning ground oontrolled interceptor  radkr 
This system, oentered near 

The emphasis plaoed on the  defenae of  a i r f i e l d e  ie noted i n  a reoefrt 
Far Eas t  Comrmand estimate t h a t  the most heavily defended locations in North 
Korea are ,  in desoending orderr 

pyongyang east  a i r f i e l d ,  
Taechon a i r f i e l d ,  

f3)  Sinuiju a i r f i e l d ,  
the o i t y  of Pyongyang, 
Nams i and Saamcham a i r f  LeldB e 

A f u r t h e r  indioation of Communist i n t e n t  t o  use a i r f i e l d s  i n  Korea 
for oombat operatiions i s  oontained i n  recent  reporte  a l leging the pre- 
senoe of a etookpile of a i r o r a f t  par ts  near a i r f i e l d s .  No information 
been reoeived on the stockpiling of f u e l  o r  m u n i t i o n  f o r  oombat air 
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operations a t  Korean a i r f i e l d s .  

The enemy's determined e f f o r t s  t o  attain a i r  s u p e r i o r i t y  o m r  north- 
weatern Korea have been adequately demonstrated by t h e  sustained Oatober 
level of Comuniet dayl ight  j e t  interoept ion s o r t i e s .  Another s i g n i f i -  
om* development was the sustainod r a t e  of n ight  interoept ion a c t i v i t y  
i n  lata Ootober. While aome of t h e s e  night  f l i g h t s  were probably flown 
from amall Korpan f i e l d s ,  nigh+ oombat pa t ro ls  by Manohurian-based 
vent ional  fightbra-not noted p r i o r  t o  lO.Qotober--have now become rout ine.  

I I 

oon- 

1 A 
The depth of the enemy'@ jet intsroeptor  penetrat ion i n t o  Korea i s  

w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  by an enoounter on 24 Oatober in which t h e  UN airoraf't  
were puraued for the  first time t o  the Wonsan area on the  e a s t  c o a a t j  and 
by  an in te roept ion  on 27 October during whioh UN F-BO f i g h t e r s  were 
puraued a8 f a r  south as Chinnampo, the second time t h a t  penetrat ion t o  
euah depth ha8 been noted. 

The US Far Eas t  Command, i n  the  l i g h t  of thsse demlopmsnta, forsaas 
tha t  t h s  enemy may devalop his  air atrategy along tha following linear 

(1)  Attainment of a i r  s u p e r i o r i t y  over t h e  Bininanju areaf 

(2) Construotion and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of a i r f i e l d s  i n  the area# 

(3) Movement of j e t  f i g h t e r s  onto these new fields to dxengthen 

f4) Expansion o f  the area o f  Communist air  s u p e r i o r i t y  f u r t h e r  

under proteotion o f  aerial oover; 

the foroers maintaining air  euperior i tyt  

eouthward onae j e t  s t rength  on Korean f i e l d s  has been inoreased8 

(5) Movement of aonventional f i g h t e r 8  and ground a t t a c k  and 
l i g h t  bombera to these aeaured Korean f i e l d s )  

( 6 )  A ohallengs t o  UTI a i r  super ior i ty  o n r  the immediate batt le 
area and i n i t i a t i o n  of air  t o  ground strikes aga ins t  UN ground foroes 
and incrtallatione 
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