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SECTION 2 (EASTERN) 

1. KOREA, Rhee declares he w i l l  n o t  run for r e - e l e c t i o n :  P r e s i d e n t  
~ ~ w r o t e t o a n ~ ~ ~ c o r x e s n ~ n t  t h a t  he  w i l l  n o t  be a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n  next  >;%-,,e, accord ing  t o  Ambassador 
Muccio. Rhee ' s  a d v i s e r s  had urged the P r e s i d e n t  t o  hedge h i s  
s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  he answered that his life expectancy w a s  s h o r t  
and t h a t  t h e  Korean people  "may as w e l l  f a c e  up t o  t h e  problem 
(of h i s  successor 1 now. ' I  

Ambassador Muccio comments t h a t  f o r e c a s t s  of Rhee's f u t u r e  
p o l i t i c a l  moves are h igh ly  s p e c u l a t i v e ;  t h e  weight  of e v i d e n c e ,  
however, s t i l l  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  he w i l l  on ly  s t e p  
down from t h e  pres idency  i f  fo rced  t o  by c i rcumstances  beyond 
his c o n t r o l .  I 7 

Comment, Rhee has i s sued  s imi la r  s t a t e m e n t s  a t  t i m e s  when 
a po l - a l c r i s i s  was brewing i n  o rde r  t o  d i s c o m f i t  h i s  oppo- 
s i t i o n  and t o  r a l l y  popular  s u p p o r t .  Probably Rhee will no t  
c o n s i d e r  himself  d s f i n i t e l y  hound by such  a s t a t emen t  i f  he 
can  p o i n t  t o  popular  demand for his r e - e l e c t i o n .  

2 .  North Koreans p l a n  f o r  procedures  i n  case of cease-fire: 
The ~-;;incipalZ"Gr33TK~GEriTXf€lcal and m T T € Z F y m e r s  m e t  
a t  Gemra1 Headquartemon 12  February t o  d i6cuss  developments 

1 f o l lowina  a c ease-f i r e  ,I - - ___ +---- 

Comment: Such a meet ing,  i f  i t  a c t u a l l y  occur red ,  would 
indica-that l e a d i n g  North Korean o f f i c i a l s  are a n t i c i p a t i n g  
a conc lus ion  of t h e  t r u c e  t a l k s .  Previous  r e p o r t s  have advanced 
t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  North Korean army would withdraw from con- 
tact  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  a r e o r g a ; ' z a t i o n  fo l lowing  a c e a s e - f i r e .  
The l e v e l  of r ec ru i tmen t  i n  manpower-short North Korea seems 
t o  have long passed t h e  s t a g e  where on ly  p h y s i c a l l y  f i t  males 
under 35 y e a r s  o l d  are t o  be d r a f t e d .  
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