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6 .  Russian message s u g g e s t s  typhus epidemic i n  Eorea: A 
Russian admi n i s t r a t f w - m s s s a g e  rm )I nriXitarp n e t  i n  'nnr th-  
western Korea r e p o r t e d  t h a t  ''. . . v i l l a g e s  an epidemic of 
t y p h u e  8 broken o u t .  Please u r g e n t l y  send. . . a s s ~ s t a n c e . ' v  
(SVEDEp81331,  6 Mar 52) I 

Comment: The very fragmedtary c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  message 
and t h e t i o n  of t h e  missing words could make it  mislead- 
i n g .  If it describe8 a c t u a l  epidemic c o n d i t i o n s ,  it is 
t h e  f i rs t  t o  r e v e a l  an outbreak on such a scale  i n  any North 
Korean area t h i s  w i n t e r .  Louse-borne typhus occurred i n  
epidemic p r o p o r t i o n s  among Communist t r o o p s  and c i v i l i a n s  
i n  e a s t e r n  Korea d u r i n g  the win te r  of 1950-51. 

The P e i p i n g  r a d i o  denied on 13 March tha t  epidemic 
c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  Nor Ch Korea. Poor sari., 'cary con- 
d i t i o n s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  l o w  l e v e l  of immuniqation amoqg t h e  
c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and t h e  lack of an e f f e c t i v e  l o u s i c i d e  
makes such an ou tb reak  a c o n s t a n t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

7. Campaign a g a i n s t  BW con t inues  unabated i n  North Korea: 
A c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i 6 n  of Chi nese and Korean communications 
s t i l l  are concerned w i t h  r e p o r t s  of BW, w i t h  p reven t ive  
measures ,  and w i t h  incidence of disease, 

r e p o r t e d  on 11 March t h a t  " t h e  bacteria bomb c l a s s i f i e d  
as mosquito,  f l y  and f lea  were d i spe r sed"  and "an ewmy 
plane dropped a n t s ,  f l e a s ,  mosquitoes, f l i e s  and crickets," 

A Chinese Communist u n i t  commander i n  western Korea 
demonstrates  his c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  BW'isbeing employed a g a i n s t  
h i m  i n  h i 6  o r d e r  t o  a subord ina te  unlt  who,captured some 
UN soldiers .  The spbord ina te  u n i t  is i n s t r u c t e d  t o  ask  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  what "type Of immunization sho t s  were adminis tered 
r e c e n t l y .  . . . i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  for  de fense  a g a i n s t  what 
disease," and "what t ype  of common l i t e r a t u r e  (was) made 
a v a i l a b l e  regarding: d i s g a s e  immunization and prevent ion."  

Two 1 2  March North Korean nava l  messages t o  u n i t 6  i n  
Song j in  and Chongjin,  cllties i n  c o a s t a l  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Korea, 
o rde red  the u n i t s  t o  cooperate wi th  c i t y  Q f f i c i a l s  Lo ''have 
a coun te rp lan  which i n c l u d e s  i n j e c t i o n s ,  v a c c i n a t i o n s  and 
rat  poison" and " t o  prevent  an epidemic the rats.  . . must 
be hunted . 1r 

Two c o a s t a l  s e c u r i t y  s t a t i o n s  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Korea 
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Two 13 March North Korean meLaages, one from n'orth- 
e a s t e r n  Korea, r e p o r t  d e a t h s  due t o  c h o l e r a .  (SUEDE - D e t  151 
1 6 t h  RSM, Korea, CM Ik 20412, 12  Mar 52, 20791, 13 Mar 52, 
21099, 14 Mar 52; 501st Corn Recon Grp Korea, K-1395, 11 Mar 52) 

Comment: The cahpaign  a g a i n g t  r a t s  i n  Song j in  and 
C h o n g m a  sound pkeven t ive  measure i n s o f a r  as these 
an ima l s  are t h e  pr imary v e c t o r s  o$ bubonic  p l ague .  The 
r e p o r t e d  i n c i d e n c e  of cholera is h u r p r i s i n g  s i n c e  t h i s  is 
normalJy c q n s i d e r e d  a summer diseise, 

North  Korean u n i t  is s t o c k p i a i n g  large q u a n t i t i e s  of 

North Korean supp ly  b a t t a l i o n  commander to  h i s  r e g i m e n t a l  
food:  An inven to ry  of food  s t u f f d  submi t t ed  on 9 March 

h e a d q u a r t e r s  lists approximate ly  @,OOO metric t o n s  of r ice 
and 3,800 metric t o n s  of wheat, in a d d i t i o n  tc) large q u a n t i t i e s  
of potatoes,  meat and v e g e t a b l e s  on hand. 

A 10 March message -- perhaps  a r e p l y  to  t h e  above 
i n t e r c e p t  -- from a rear regiment  commander t o  one of h i s  
s u b o r d i n a t e  b a t t a l i o n e  o r d e r s  t h a t  t h e  food s i t u a t i o n  be 
r e p o r t e d  o n  a m o n t h l y ' b a s i s , a n d  that  empty bags be 
tot t h e  myon o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  (SUEDE j 2 9 5 9 ,  9 Mar ; n 2 9 6 0 ,  
10 Mar 52) 

Comment: D e s p i t e  t h e  serioug food s h o r t a g e  among 
Nor th  Kprean c i v i l i a n s ,  i t  appeard t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  has ac- 
cumulated a c o n s i d e r a b l e  q u a n t i t y  of food  for what, judged 
by t h e  s t o c k p i l e ' s  s ize ,  is a p p a r e n t l y  a major North Korean 
command. 

Mention of t h e  myon o r g a n i z a t i o n , . a  low l e v e l  Korean 
p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  North Korean armed 
forces are p e r m i t t e d  t o  d e a l  d i r e o t l y  w i t h  l o c a l  c i v i l i a n  
components f o r  f9od wi thou t  having  t o  channe l  r e q u e s t s  
t h rough  h i g h e r  c i v i l i a n  a u t h o r i t y .  

A d d i t i o n a l  f a c t s ,  r e p o r t e d  on,,iNorth Korean o p e r a t e d  
GCI neZt: USAF a n a l y s i b  of communia t ions  t r a f f i c  on the 
horth %orean operated GCI n e t  i n  no r thwes te rn  Korea r e v e a l s  
t h a t  two a i r f i e l d s  are a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  system and t h r e e  
o t h e r  f i e l d s  may be s i m i l a r l y  l i n k e d .  One f i e l d  is probably  
i n  Korea nea r  Sunchon, a c i t y  40 miles s o u t h  of Sinuiju, 

The a n a l y s i s  di'scPosws t h a t  m e  of the Korean GCI 
s t a t i o n s  is mobile  and v e r y  l i k e l y  in the  Pyongyang area. 
The s y s t e m  is now comprised of at  least s i x  GCI s t a t i o n s .  
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The Korean early warning system, however, seems to operate 
independently from the GCI net. 

An 11 March North Korean air message mentioned a 
"transmitter lokkattor," possibly located at Sariwon, which 
may indicate a D/F installation. (SUEDE USAFSS, ADV SUMhf 
RU-AIR-Weekly Dlgest 46,  8 Mar AF RQundup 52, 13 Mar 52) 

Comment: The Korean-operated portion of the Communist 
air defense system in northwestern Korea continues to 
expand i ts  facilities and t o  improve its operations. Korean 
radar installations are now identified at Sariwon and 
Pyongyang 

There are no known operational airfields in north- 
western Korea, south of Sinuiju and Uiju along the Korean 
side of the Yalu river, except for a sod airfield at 
PY9ngY ang * 
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