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5 .  Attachment of armor t o  North Korean d i v i s i o n s  raises 
enemy ' c a p a b i l i t i e s :  During t h e  kast  few months, the evolu- 
tion of a North Korean Armored Command i n  western Korea has  
been revea led  i n  enemy messages. Only recen't ly w a s  it sug- 
gested t h a t  the armor subord ina te  to t h i s  command, i n s t e a d  
of opera t ing  as an  organic  tactical  f o r c e ,  was t o  be diapoaed 
as suppor t ing  weapons for North Korean . in fan t ry  d i v i s i o n s .  

On 29 June an armored regiment i n  e a s t e r n  coastal Korea 
repor t ed  to  Armored Headquarters tha t  " the problem concerning 
t h e  coord ina t ion  a c t i v i t y  with t h e  7 t h  I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion  was 
not decided." A 27 June message,. pws'ibly from t h e  same 
armored regiment ,  mentioned Itthe combat attachment w i t h  t h e  
37th  Division.11 A west coas t  armored u n i t  reported i n  late 
June "coordinating" w i t h  an ipfantry division Messages of 
e a r l y  June ind ica t ed  t h a t  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  IV Corps 
were t r a i n i n g  i n  conjunct ion w i t h  ampored elements.  

q u a r t e r s  on 30 June reques ted  a subord ina te  regiment to gather 
informat ion  from s e n i o r  tank  officers as t o  whether i n f a n t r y  
d i v i s i o n  commanders had proper ly  employed t h e  tank and s e l f -  
p rope l led  a r t i l l e r y  assigned t o  t h e i r  units. (CANOE ROK I n t  
G r p  M, Korea SK-K-784, 2 Ju ly ;  RQK I n t  dirp M, Korea SK-K-645, 
28 June; 15RSW15538, Korea, 30 June 52) 

Bef lec t ing  t h i s  a t tachment ,  North Korean Armored Head- 
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Comment: The ev idence  is still too f ragmentary t o  accep t  
t h e  a m n t  of armored u n i t s p i n  b a t t a l i o n  s t r e n g t h  or 
h i g h e r ,  t o  North Korean r e s e r v e  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  or  to  
accep t  the d e a c t i v a t i o n  of major armored units, such as t h e  
105th Tank and the  10th Yeehrsuized Divisions. Such a tact ical  
d o c t r i n e  would, however, be i n  keeping with former P o r t h  Korean 
practices and would r e p r e s e n t  a cons ide rab le  augmentation of 
t h e  s t r eng th  of North Korean i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s .  

6. N e w  i n f a n t r y , d l i v i s i o n  may have been formed i n  Nor th  Korean 
n a message o uno, a Nor o r e r n  armored u n i t  

R A r t L w e a t e r n '  KorePfrzf8e:red to doit: tot i o n  w i t h  the '@20th 
I n f a n t r y  Divis ion."  The "439th I n f a n t r y  Regiment e . l o c a t e d  
a t  Sukchon"(just  s o u t h  of t h e  Choragchon River)  is also men- 
t i oned .  (CANOE ROK I n t  G r p  Y, Korea, SK-E-684, 29 June 5 2 )  

Comment: No 20th  I n f a n t r y  D d v i s i o m  is c u r r e n t l y  carried 
by t h m a s t  Command i n  ei ther thet North Korean Army or  i n  
t h e  Chinese Army i n  Korea. Recent messages from numbered regi- 
menta not  known to  be subord ina te  t o  any North Korean d i v i s i o n  
have been i n t e r c e p t e d  from t h i s  area. 

While s p e c u l a t i v e ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  another  i n f a n t r y  
d i v i s i o n  has  been organized  i n  t h e  North Korean army and is. 
c u r r e n t l y  t r a i n i n g  i n  the coastal region between Pyongyang and 
Sfnan j u  a 

7 .  Chinese r e l i e v e  North Korean tactical u n i t s  n o r t h  of! 
major North Xorean u n i t , '  probably one of 'the 

-Aivkions of t h e  ItY Corps in western Korea, reported 
on 27 June t h a t  "we have e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p l a p  to t u r n  over t h e  
de fense  l i n e  of the  seashore to t h e  373rd Regiment of t h e  
Vo l un  t eer Army. 

Another 27 June message from an u n i d e n t i f i e d  North Korean 
regiment n o r t h  of Pyongyang added:, "nothing unueual has  
happened since we began t h e  handing over  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e  
Voluntary (Volunteer?) Army." (CANBE RQK I n t  Grp M j  Korea, 
SK-K-Wl/and SK-K-599, 28 June 52) 

Comment: These mesmges sugges t  t h a t  e lements  of t h e  
Chine- Army, of which t h e  373rd Regiment is L part ,  are 
also be ing  deployed n o r t h  of Pyongyang. Othe r  r e c e n t  i n t e r c e p t s  
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have i n d l c a t e d  t h a t  42nd Army u n i t s  r e l i e v e d  elements  of t h e  
North Korean 23rd Brigade southwes t  of Pyongyang. 

North Korean armored u n i t  l o c a t e s  southwest of Wonsan: 
I n  a r e D o r t  of 29 J une a North  Korean armored u n i t  on t h e  east 
coast stated tha t  ''1 i nqu i r ed  of VI1 Corps about the s t a t i o n i n g  
area of t he  uni t . "  He was t o l d  t h a t  he should select a p l a c e  
"which is proper fo r  tanks." A f t e L :  r econno i t e r ing  t h e  area, 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f f i c e r  s t a t e d :  "Posongni is proper for t anks  
t o  be s t a t i o n e d .  (CANOE ROK I n t  G r p  Y, Korea, SK-K-747, 
1 J u l y  52) 

meat m n g t h ,  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  in e a s t a r n  Korea. 
it main ta ins  comnaunicativns w i t h  an armored headquar te rs  i n  
t h e  west, probably i t  w i l l  be attached for o p e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
VI1 Corps. 

Comment: Th i s  u n i d e n t i f i e d  armored u n i t ,  probably a r a g i -  
Although 

Chinese 50th Army s t i l l  i n  northwestern Korea: A North 
Korean armored regiment i n  t h e  Chongchon River  area of north-  
weatern Korea reported on 28 June that " w e  v i s i t e d  the Volun- 

CCWOE 15RSY/15461, Korea, 29 June 52) 

50th  -148th Div i s ion ,  l oca t ed  on c o a s t a l  s e c u r i t y  duty 
f r o m  S i n u i j u  to Cholsan i n  northwestern Korea. 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  sources  as moving southwards i n t o  t h e  area 
recently vaca ted  by t h e  Chinese 40th Army which l a  now i n  
combat. 

teer Army 248th Div ia ion  which is a t  Yongampo and Cholsan. . . 11 

Comment: ''2481' is t h e  code des igna t ion  of t h e  Chinese  

The 50th Army has been f r eguen t1y) repos t ed  by o t h e r  

North Korean V I 1  Corps ch ief  of staff v i s i t s  Supreme Head- 
9 June, a North Korean armored u n i t  in t h e  F: onsan area On r epor t ed  t h a t  i t a  ' 'unit  commander and t h e  chief 

of s t a f f  of t h e  VI1 Corps l e f t  for Supreme Headquarters  t h i s  
morning. , .I' (CANOE 15RSM/15570, KQrea, 30 June 52) 

Comment: No reason  for  t h i s  v i s i t  is indiqa ted .  The 
c u r r e m d e r w a y  attachment of armor t o  VI1 Corps units and 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  VI1 Corps r e l i e v i n g  t h e  I11 Corps on t h e  
line might be t h e  cause of t h i s  tr.ip. 
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