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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS AT PANMUNJOM 

The Communists, as expected, have accused t h e  UN Command 
of c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  Rhee. They have asked for a recess of t h e  
t a l k s ,  w i thou t  b r e a k i n g  them o f f ,  t o  await developments  be- 
tween t h e  UN Command and Rhee. T h e i r  l e t te r  of 20 June  i n t r o -  
duces  one  new p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h a t  of a Korean t ruce  which  ex- 
c l u d e s  t h e  Republ ic  of Korea. 

r e a s o n a b l e  by  much of t h e  non-Communist world, t h a t  the  UN 
Command bears t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  Rhee ' s  a c t i o n  i n  r e l e a s i n g  
t h e  Korean p r i s o n e r s ,  s i n c e  i t  l e f t  t h e  POW camps under  t h e  con- 
t r o l  of ROK troops d e s p i t e  South Korean p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  
t h e  Korean p r i s o n e r s  migh t  be released. 

The letter takes  the  l i n e ,  which w i l l  be regarded a s  

The Communists i n  effect are o f f e r i n g  t h e  UN two a l t e r n a -  
t i v e  c o u r s e s  of a c t i o n ,  e i ther  of which  would prove  d i f f i o u l t  
t o  carry o u t .  One is t o  conclude  a truce which i n c l u d e s  S o u t h  
Korea. I n  t h i s  e v e n t ,  t h e  Communists r e q u e s t  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  
t h e  UN Command c a n  and w i l l  c o n t r o l  Rhee, and f u r t h e r  demand 
t h a t  25,952 p r i s o n e r s  "released and d e t a i n e d  under  c o e r c i o n "  
be recove red .  

The demand for  r ecove ry  of t h e  escaped p r i s o n e r s  p r e s e n t s  
a lmost  insurmountable  obstacles. The South  Korean police are 
b e l i e v e d  t o  have made advance p r e p a r a t i o n  for  c l o t h i n g  and b i l -  
le ts  fo r  t h e  escaped p r i s o n e r s .  The P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  Home M i n i s t e r  and the  P rovos t  Marshal Genera l  have 
broadcast a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  Korean p u b l i c  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  
government in h i d i n g  them. S i n c e  the  p r i s o n e r  release is the  
one i s s u e  which has t h e  sympathy of a l l  e l emen t s  w i t h i n  Sou th  
Korea, s t r e n u o u s  effor t  by t h e  UN to  r e c a p t u r e  them is l i k e l y  
t o  r e s u l t  i n  bloodshed, t h e  rise of anti-American s e n t i m e n t ,  
and i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  fo r  some of Rhee ' s  more extreme demands 
which is now l a c k i n g .  

The  other course of a c t i o n  offered i n  t h e  Communist l e t t e r  
is t o  conc lude  a t r u c e  which excludes South  Korea. I n  s u c h  a n  
e v e n t ,  t h e  Communists demand a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e  UN Command c a n  
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and w i l l  implement t h e  armistice desp i t e  ROK o p p o s i t i o n .  

The Communists are c e r t a i n l y  aware t h a t  t h e  UN Command 
would prefer t h e  first course of a c t i o n ,  t h a t  is, t o  get 
Rhee under  c o n t r o l  and r e c o v e r  t h e  prisoners.  They them- 
s e l v e s  would p robab ly  p r e f e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of a t r u c e  w i t h o u t  
Rhee. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  e v e n t ,  t h e  UN Command and Rhee's forces 
migh t  w e l l  become engaged i n  armed c o n f l i c t  on a l a r g e  scale. 
Even i f  s u c h  c o n f l i c t  c o u l d  be avo ided ,  Rhee would have so com- 
promised himself  as t o  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  or i m p o s s i b l e  for him 
t o  o b t a i n  f o r e i g n  s u p p o r t  t o  resist e f f e c t i v e l y  a l a t e r  North 
Korean effor t  to  u n i f y  Korea by f o r c e  of arms. 

I t  is c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  Rhee w i l l  h e n c e f o r t h  be more suscep-  
t i b l e  t o  s t r o n g  American pressure, as he has v l r t u a l l y  o b t a i n e d  
h i s  o b j e c t i v e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  POW i s s u e .  I t  is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
UN Command's 25 May p r o p o s a l ,  which r e v e r s e d  t h e  ear l ie r  UN po- 
s i t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  immediate release of t h e  Korean p r i s o n e r s ,  
was d e c i s i v e  in forming 'Rhee '8  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  armistice. I t  
w a s - a c t u a l l y  t h i s  i s s u e ,  rather t h a n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of u n i f i c a t i o n ,  
which s o l i d i f i e d  both R h e e ' s  and F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Pyun ' s  oppos i -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  armistice. 

I t  is u n c e r t a i n ,  however, t h a t  even a mutua l  d e f e n s e  p a c t  
p r ior  t o  the armistice would e n s u r e  Rhee's c o o p e r a t i o n .  On 
19 June ,  he informed Ambassador Briggs t h a t  the  s i g n i n g  of an 
armistice " w i l l  mean t h e  a u t o m a t i c  withdrawal  of Sou th  Korean 
forces from t h e  UN Command," and t h a t  he would n o t  permit "even 
one I n d i a n  soldier t o  e n t e r  ROK t e r r i t o r y . "  In a le t ter  t o  
Genera l  Clark  on  19 June  Rhee i n d i c a t e d  that t h e  South  Korean 
t r o o p s  mag not w i t h d r a w  from t h e  demilitarized zone  i n  t h e  e v e n t  
of an a m i 2 1  

Rhee ears t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  c o n t i n u e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  an 
a r m i s t i c e ; w o u l d  block it and t h a t  t h e  f i g h t i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  
If unab le  t o  get a t r u c e  on h i s  terms, he p robab ly  p l a n s  n e x t  t o  
create f r o n t  line i n c i d e n t s  and t o  arouse i n d e c i s i o n  on the p a r t  of 
t h e  n a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  on t h e  n e u t r a l  commission. 

Whether he w i l l  order a u n i l a t e r a l  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  is pro- 
blematical; he still a p p e a r s  more l i k e l y  t o  s t o p  short  of  any 
s u i c i d a l  a c t i o n .  The  r e s p o n s e  of t h e  army i n  t h e  e v e n t  a n  attack 
order is i s s u e d  is unknown; Rhee, however, is less l i k e l y  t o  gain 
t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  army commanders fo r  s u c h  a move t h a n  was 
t h e  case i n  t h e  p r i s o n e r  release, s i n c e  t h e  camp g u a r d s  were unde r  
t he  d i r e c t  command of a "pol i t ical** g e n e r a l  comple t e ly  loyal t o  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  



There are sti l l  no clear indications of Communist 
i n t e n t i o n s  during the period of recess. I 

at  least  two addi t iona l  d i v i s i o n s  i n  the  area north of the 
Hwachon Reservoir  tends to  indicate t h a t  1imited-ob.tegtive a 

[ On the 
other hand, enemy attacks along the front have d i m i n i s h e d 2  
s i d e r a b l y  during the  last few dnvs I 

/ The a r r i v a l  of 

w i l l  continue i n  this reg i o n  J 7 
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