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C E N T R A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  A G E N C Y  

17 June 1954 

SUBJECT: Probable Reaotton of President Rhee t o  Termination of 
Korean Talks a t  Oeneva (Draft far the Board) 

L The ending of the Korean ta lks  at Oeneva will probably 

set ciff a vigorous CBnewal by Rhee of h i s  e f for t s  t o  obtain 8ome 

kind of US clupport f o r  unlf'ication of Kcma by foroeo His first 

step I n  this direotian I s  likely t o  be a o a l l  f o r  an inmediato 

US-ROK aonference I n  accorderroe wltih the  Dullea-Rhee agreement 

of 8 August 195& 

20 Prior to  such a conference and during It, Rhee will 

probably try t o  stmngthen h i s  bargain- position by threatening 

t o  make a unilateral  attack northward a t  any moment. In addition 

t o  Chis and other threats, he may reok t o  embarrass the US by such 

aotlons a8 expelling the NNSC observers from South Korea, giving 

notification tha t  the ROK i% rn langer bound by the armkstiee 

agredment, and adamantly rs fwlng  t o  make concossions in any 

negotiations concerning the military aonvorsion xate of the wan t o  

the dollar, However, 80 long a8 

progress, Rhee probably will not 

draw h i s  farces frontha UNCo 

the oonference ie pending or in 

l.atumh,$unllateral a t tack or with- 



3e Rhee is probably sincerely convinced t h a t  Korean unifi- 

cation aould be gained a t  the present tj.me only through a joint 

US-ROK dlftary effor to  A t  the  same time, he almost oertainly 

realisea t h a t  the US would not be willing t o  Join i n  such an 

undertaking, and he would probably be willing t o  se t t l e  for a 

US cormnltment t o  support the rapid augmentation of ROK force80 

Be would probably want such an augmentation t o  be on a sca1.0 

which would penait him t o  undertake the oonquest of North Korea 

within a year mr two a t  the la tes t ,  

4. If Rhee is unable t o  gakr US eupport for these plans, he 

mpy be ui l l ing t o  se t t l e  for  ROK lncluaion in an Aslan defense 

amagmento 

tine t o  turn this defensive arrangement t o  h i e  own u8e for  

oonquering North Koreao 

In EO doing, he would hope within a short period of 

If Rhee baaoms convinced at  any time tha t  them $8 no 

avenue by which he can seare US support for the unlflcatlon of 

Korea by force of a m ,  US-Korean relations will enter an extremely 

critical pha8eo We have no adequate bad8 for  eatinrating what 
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Ark unilateral attaok northword :but d 1  instead either seek 

to  involve the US nilitarily i n  aom fashion or oontinue his efforts 

t o  ob- US support piecemeal through negotiation, 


