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COMBAT OPERATIONS BY TANK UNITS AGAINST
OPEXATIONAL DFFENSE RESERVES

by L% Gen {Res) Rsrv B. Arushanyan

CPYRGHT

In resolving the problem of combat operations against cperational
defense resorves along with problems dealing with the use of nuclear
weapons and several others, of great interest is the utilization of tark
assault groups. Moving ahead of the main forces and at a considerable
distance from them, tank soyedineniya will be the first of the advancing
ground forces to engage in combat with the taciical reserves of the dew
fensive forces. The latter may differ in composition and desigration.
Initially they will be neighboring reserves ~~ as a rule consisting of
several individval soyedineniya or unified inlto a single unit type such
as an army corps, and subsequently deep reserves, represented most fre=
‘quently by individual infantry or tank soyedineniya, possibly having
been less exposed to strikes and retaining their combat capability to a
relatively greater degree. Alrborne troops may also be dropped in the
path of advarcing forces in order to hold important installaticns and
Loy positions, Naturally the defending forces will attempt to unify in
. sirgle plan the employment in a given area of all their tactical re-
serves, putting them into acticn chiefly with the aim of striking from
. various directions, immediately following nuclear strikes by missiles

and alircraft and supported by conventional weapons.,

All defense reserves, in ths interest of maintaining a high rate
of advance, gaining time and attaining the objectives of an affensive
operation in a short period of *time, should definitely be desiroyed
preferably as they are detected, cr upcn thelr approach and deployment.
In principis the nuclear firepcower of the advancing forces enables them
to carry oul such assigmmente even if the total forces of all troops
engaged in combat and deplcying reserves are superior to the tank group
operating out in front., Obviously this is possible in practice only if,
the advancing forces possess the requisite quantity of nuclear warhead$
and reliable means of delivering them to the target. It is most probable
that it will te neceszary %o destroy reserves subsequently, concentrating
the main efforts on defsating the sitrongast and most dangerous reserve
groupings at a given time, Alr strikes and alrborne assaulis as well as
soyedineniya advancing directly behind the tank group can be directed
against other ressrves, In this situation an important condition for
successful operatlons against defense reserves is to take care of them
by chasti., Tkis in turn depernds on the skilled employment of nuclear
weapons and on taking swift advantage of the resuiis of sirikes. Of

raat imporfance is a rapid rate of tank advanze. The more xapid the
rate of advance, the iess manpower and wsapons will be requirad in
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principle ‘o carry out o given asgignment of taking care of enemy re~-
serves, With an overall high rate of advance, actions not only by the
tank group as a whole but by individual chasti can be extremely effec-
tive. Advanclng on the heels of nuclear strikes, they are capable of
conslstently handling considerably superior defense foices,

CPYRGHT

Even 1f the deiending forces have been able to deploy and simul~
taneously bring large reserves into action, it will of course not be
advisable to employ against these reserves the entire force of the tank
group, thus creaving the thrsat of becoming involved in a protracted
engagement, To take care of such forces it is desirable to use pri-
marily mass destruc“lon weapons and minimum forces from the tank group,
using the rest of t ¢ tank forces to advance deep into enemy lines. In
order quickly to comp.ate the elimination of enemy reserves, sometimes
part of the forces from the second echelon or senior command reserves
can be moved wp. Thus in order to wipe out defense force reserves join-
S | ed into varlous groupings, under mcdern conditions as a rule one should
rot employ the main forces of the tank groups operating out 3a front.
These groups should push their rapid advance deep into enemy lines in
the interests of carrying out their main assigmment ~~ rapid attainment
of the objJectives of the operation. In order for part of the tank group
forces to handle the assigmment of taking care of the defense reserves, .
first of all continuous reconnaissance will be required, timely annihi-
lation of nuclear defense weapons, skilled utilization of the results of
' offensive nuclear strikes, close coordination between advancing tank
R soyedineniya, attack aircraft and airborne assaults, as well as reliable

| | alr cover for the tank troops. In addltion it is essential to provide
ahead of time the execution of all preparatory measures connected with
support for succecssful tank group operations separated great distances
from the remaining advancing forces. These measures include engineer
support for traversing zones of destruction and radioactive contamina-
tion deep in enemy defense, the crossing of a number of water barriers

and other types of support.

In order to achieve a high rate of advance and to create the
requisite conditions for putting defense reserves out of action, in a
number of cases airborne troops will be required, as well as air drops
of units of the advancing forces, which are capable of anticlipating
defending forces in taking action, seizing and holding important in-
stallations and areas until the tank forces arrive (airfields, port
facllities, primary crossing points over major water boundaries, moun-
tain passes, road junctions, etc.), as well as delaylng the deployment
of certain reserve columns until others are put out of action and se-
suring the flanks of the advancing tank forces.

Tank units operating far ahead of the rest of the advancing
forces can take care of operational defense reserves in a meeting en-
gagement, an advance against reserves temporarily on the defensive, by
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p. g QOWS TEsHIAS ivh par"o oi‘ thu forces and rubsequent or simul.
taneous strikes by the main forzes,

Considerable attention hus been devoted to problems of the meet-
ing engagement in military lilerature., Therefore we should like to
examine only a few features of the meeting engagement, which a tank
grouwp can conduct simultaneously with several soyedineniya of tactical
reserves operating from different, directions, In this situation the
nuclear weapons at the disposal of the tank group, as well as a certain
quantity of nuclear warheads from the larger unit, will be concentrated
against the primary grouping of defending forces which are the most
heavily equipped with nuclear wespons and which present a serious threat
to the advancing forces in the forthcoming meeting engagement. Air
power will be directed toward wiping out intact combat chastl and
pedrazdeleniya of those defensive forces against which nuclear strikes
were launched, If air powser polentisl at a given moment is somewhat
limited, air strikes should be directed against ih1e most dangerous
groupiag of defense reserves not yet struck by nuclear weapons, approache~
ing the area of the meeting engagement,

Systematic strikes against troops in narrow spots, read junctions,
destruction of bridges and ~rossings cver major water barriers even with
conventinnal weapons may deiay reserves siguificantly and cause heavy
losses. This is attested to by the experience of the Great Fatherland
War. We have examples of succossful actions by Sovist alr power in de=-
laying German tactical reservss, particularly during the cownior-
offensive toward Belgorod and Khsr'kov. In this operation, as a result
of strikes by the 8th and 17th Air armies and long-range bombers, follow-
ed by soyedineniya ¢f the 2nd ard 5th Air armies, a large group of enemy
tank forces which wera being shifted from the Donbass to the Khartkov
area sustained heavy losses., What is most important, the tanks were un-
able to arrive on time at the designated areas to prepare countermeasures

(Istoriya Velikoy Oteckestyenroy voyny Sovethsk uza 1941-194
[History of the Great Fatherland War of the Soviet Union 19 1=1945], Vol

3, Voyenizdat, 1964, page 287).

Air strikes against approaching resexrve columns will incrsase as
they approach the deployment area and reach maximum at the initlal moment
of the meeiing engagement, At this time nuclear strikes can be most
effective. Ir all casss one should attempt to reach a position in order
to launch nuclear-missite strikes or alr strikes wiih nuciear or convene
tional warheads agalnst qpof:uad reserves before they are able to employ
their nuclsar weapons. With this objective in mind it will be necessary
to increase the inte-nsity of aerial reconnaissance in the interests of
the tank grouwp. Reconnaissance should be condusted continuously far out
in front, as well as ox the Ilarks of the tank growp. The highest demands
are placed on "llghu »gconpaissance and resonnaissance under poor visibile
ity conditions along probatle reservs apnwoach routes,
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nder these conditions it is particularly important to determine
the directlon of movement of enamy columns as rapidly as possible, to
discover the prinary concentration of enemy reserves and determine the
location of nuclear weapons which can be utilized by the defending forces
against the advancing units., This will make it possitle to determine the
plan for utilization of reserves and provide enough time to prepare for
employlng missiles and nuclear weapons, to assign missions to the aire-
craft and troops desigrated to destroy the enemy reserves in a meeting
engagement.

The form of combat operations by a tank group in a meeting engage-
ment with dispersed march and battle formations will most frequently
constitute tacvlcally intercoordinated strikes from various directions,
launched in coordination with nuclear strikes, as well as advance and
frontal shift by some of the forces in a new direction. In the latter
case there will of course be no time for a complicated maneuver., There=
fore before turning the front of some of the advancing forces toward the
flank, of particular significance is anticipating the enemy in launching
mass nuclear strikes at all newly spotted elements and at their nuclear
weapons. Under these conditlons the nuclear weapons of the higher come
mand will have to be brought in to supplement strikes by local tactical
weapons. Of particular significance alsc are bold and decisive actlons
by individual units of the tank group. The remaining tank forces should
continue to advance rapidly in the main direction.

The slimination of tactical reserves can take place in a situa-
tion whereby they have been able partialiy or complstely to shift to
temporary defense with the aim of repelling the strike by the advancing
tank forces, to wezken and delay their advance, to win time in order to
regroup their own foress and prepare a new counterstrike,

If as a result of a successful meeting engagement a shift to the
defensive has taken place along an unprepared line, it can usually be
crossed and the defending forees taken care of while advancing, and if
necessary immediately foliowing nuclear strikes from the air. In case
of an early shlft of operational reserves to defense along a prepared line,
in order to push across and wipe out the enemy it may be necessary to -
direct nuclear strikes and order a brief conventional artillery softening-
up. Under these conditions of particular significance is preparation of
the strike at such a time that would enable our forces to prevent the
enemy, which has shified to the defensive, frem using nuclear weaponec.

In principle this becomes attainable only if combat against enemy
nuclear weapons is waged continwously. In other words, it would be
wrong to time the use of all weapons to the initial moment of artillery
softening=up. Action against enemy nuclear weapons should be conducted
continuously up to the preliminary artillery barrage, during and after
it, as well as during the period of support of the advancing forces.
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The adwanelng forces can drop alrborno troops Yo tho rear of the
KES??BV?&‘ FaR e Be Yo06/6f099 CIARDREATO0S TSRANAIANNDA023- Wl oo doudgnatod
fov selzing and holding important, aweas and linen along the approach
routes of raserves further to the rear, with the alm of provonting roine
PYRGHT forcament of the exdsting defense forces, Tha paratroop drop, in upltc
of the fact that the tank group is opersting far ahead of “he romaining
advancing forces, will be cat up and carried out by the hipher command.
As 1n a meeting engagement, the main forces of the tank group should rot
bacome involved in extended battle with the defonse reserves, but ushould
continue the advance, In ovder to wipe out the defending reserves it iu
advisable to utilize only part of the tank forces coming inte direet con-
sact with them, as well as newly-arrived soyedinerdya of the main rorcos
vf the higher command.

In some cases a %tank group out of physical contuct with the roe
maining advancing forces will have o use part of its forces tempo..
rarily to pin down enemy reserves, shifting to defensive actions cna
tactlcal scale at one point, with subsequent. or simuitaneouy striker by
the main forces in another area, For example, this may occur with tha
necessity of delaying one group of defense reserves launching a counter-
strike from different directions until ths defea*t of another, more
dangerous group.

Temporary defense may also be employed if in any area the defense
forces have succeeded in being first to launch nuciear strikes and tne
advancing forces need time to regain order. Part of the forces may shift
to temporary defense as a resuli of an unsuccessful meeting engagement in
any given area. Under these conditions a speclal feature of operations
by tank forces will consist in the fact that organization of the fire
system, the laying of tark traps in the most tank-vulnerable arsus and
digging=-in actions by podrazdeleniya for repulsing the attack of the
main forces of the approaching, defense reserves will have to be done
simultaneously with combai against engaged reserves, In this typ= of
situation it is important not to scatter persomnel and weapons in
attempting to wipe out several ememy troop eiements all at cne time, but
rather the most important should be chosen, the most dangerous to the
advancing forces., We belleve that in order successfully to repulse an
enemy in direci contact it is advisable %o employ the massed firepowsr
of artillery and banks along with ruclear strikes, The main efforis of
the advancing forces, and primarily nuclear weapons and aircraft, should
be directed toward destroying the approaching enemy reserves, oneny
nuclear weapuns and aircraft from the ground. '

Renewad advarice by that part of the tank forecez temporarily
shifting to the defensive wiil be organized while repulsing the &nemy,
with the approach ¢ troops pulled from cther areas, and the prepau.:tlon
of missiles, nuclear weapons ard air power. The primary operations of
the tsnk forces and newiyearrived soyedineoniya and chasti from the ade
vancing forces develop as soon as possibie after mass nuclear sirikes,
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cn the flunk and Lo thu roup af dhye maAreppadroabzsrobssedosbedsiso ro-
i;:rv..m ?RWWR!fJHRSWEﬁ@zﬁ’g? 3“1%}? %?g obJootivo of totslly wiping
un out, )

A favorable roawlt trom tho oporations of u tank group in combat
with oprtloral infonso rosorves doponds to a gueoat oxtont on offoctive
and conbinuwous fightor alr:ratt and antlaireraft missilo covor of it
marching column: and combat formationus. Tho solzurs and holding of air

fiolds and landing strips deop within cnuny dofonses aild tho alreraft
aapporting the tank group.

Succoga in nctionu by tank groups spainst tacticnl defonsoe ro-
sorvon oxerty a doelsive affuct on tho cuvtcomo of tho entire offunsive.
Thorefore tho high command must constantly bo particularly concorned
with keopling 1ty forcos at a propor degrov of combat capability and with
timoly support of the combat oporations of these groups doop inside enemy
dofonsus, and 1t must bo concornod with supporting those forcos with
nocded misslles, nucloar woeapons, fuel and ammundtion, ailrcraft and anti-
alrcraft weapons. The organization -and maintenance of continuwous co-
operation botwoen nolghboring tunk groups also constitutes ono of the
major concerns of the hlgher command und its headquarters.

In conclusion wo shall touch briofly on a few characteristics of
combat by tank groups against @aratimel dofonse resorves whon advancing
without tho employment of nucloar weapons. Under conditions whereby both
cddoes possess thaso woapons, each sido, fearing a sudden nuclear strike
by tho other, will bo compelled to maintain troop protective gear and
tholr own weapons in cansiant readiness to launch an immedinte retalia-
tory strike. Thus tho throat of nuclear attack as well as other means
and mothods of corducting an offensive operation will leave their im-
print on the combat operations of tank forces, including actions involv-
ing the annihilation ofopautional defense reserves, Speaking of cone
ducting an offensive without nuclear weapons, one should bear in mind
the lmmonse changes which have occurred since the war in the development
of conventional weapons and in troop organizatlon. In view of these
changes alone there can be no simple repeat of the techniquas and forms
of warfare unployed in the last war. During the threat of nuclear attack
the @emilanl structure of dofense and advancing troops will be preserved
in almost the same form we seo for nuclear war conditions. The defending
forces will place their operdimal reserves 1p.scattered and concealed
staging areas, realizing the danger of nuclear strikes. The advancing
forces, in order to overcome the resistance of defense reserves, will be
compelled to concentrate considerable artillery flrepower in the most
important areas, will have to call in air power and possibly a prelimi-
nary artillery barrage. The rate of advance even of tank groups under
these conditions will be slower than durding an advance with nuclear
weapons utilization. This will make it considerably easier for the de-
ferding forces to maneuver their operational reserves and organize in short
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ordoyr 6:05310:’1713, @ threat of nuclear strikos) large cowntor-ustrike
proups of thone reservess, Undor thoso conditinns cenventionally armod
aireraf® bocomo much more important.

CPYRGHT It will nevorthelous be insuificlently effective to inflict louses
on tactical dofonso roserves in arecas of concentration and on the march
by alr power and artillory. As a recult of this the reserves may approach
tho lines of deployment for launching a counterattack with greater com-
bat capability than whon nuclear weapons are employed. Under theso conw
ditions heavy forces will bo required to stop a counterattack by the
dofonding forcec. Sometimes advaneing ground forces will shift to tempo-
rary defence in order to repel a counterattack, with subsequent strikes
and offencive movament once sgain with the aim of wiping out the counter..

attacking elements,

Since convantional weapons will not be enough to assurs simultane~
ous coverage of the entire depth of primary defenses, it will be noces~
sary to successively eliminate initially nearby and subsequently deep
tactical and strategic defense reserves. The primary role in destroying
reserves and {rustrating their counterattack will be tank troops in co-
ordination with airborne troops, heavily supported by alr power, parti~
\ cwlarly Jet aircraft, and artillery.

We have sxamined only a few of what wa believe to be the most
vital problems in ttis arez, and we do not clueim to have dealt with them
exhaustively. A further study of all aspects ¢f the problem of engaging
tactical defense raserves during an offensive constitutes one of the
urgent tasks of Soviet military-scientific thought.
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