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' ' ESSENCE AND PHENOMENON IN MILITARY AFFAIRS

by Col I. Grudinin
CPYRGHT

Eceonce and phenomanon, categorles of materialist dialectics, re-
flact, the most essential relationships and facets of reality, just as do
its other categorlas, At the same time they constitute stepping stones
of knowl.edge, Okilled application of the categories of essence and
phenomenon in combination with a high level of professional knowledgs and
flawless utilizatlor of special methods enables one to solve the most
complex problems of military theory and practice correctly and in a timely
manner,

The Natura of War and Tts Manitestatlons

War, as any avent of the reality which surrounds us, has two in-
separably interconnected sides: the external and internal. The external
side of war is accessible to diwrsct contemplation. Its inner side is hid-
den from direct perception and is cognized with the aid of abstract
thought on the basis of the data of living contemplation and practice,
scientifilc methods of cognition. The internal and external side of obw
Jective reallty are reflected by categories of materialist dialectics om
essence and phenomenon.

Essence is the inner basis of objeects, events, processes, con-
cealed below the surface of phenomena and manifessted in them. Phencmenon
is a method of manifestation, the discovery of the essence (the term
"phenomenon' is frequentiy used to signify "object," "event," "process.”
In this definition it reflects the internal .and external sides.of real.
. ity, that 1is essence and its manifestation, In this article the temrm
— phenomenon™ i3 used in a narrow sense, as a foxrm of manifestation of
the essence.) War is a qualitatively unique phenomenon, radically difw
fering from all other occurrsnces in soclety. It has only one inner
basis, one essence, hidden below the surface of phenomena and manifested.
The essential nature of war consists in the fact that it constitutes a

+3 f peritics of classes and natiens by violent means. This
definition was formulated by Lenin in his work WFailure of the Second
Internationals" Yappiied to wars, the fundamental thesis of the dialec~
ticeeols that 'war is simply a continvation of politics by other (that is
violent)! means "... this was always the viewpoint of Marx and Engels,
who viewed eack war a5 z gontinuation of politics of given, interested
powers == and differsnt ciasses within them ~~'at a given ime" (Poln
sobr, soch, [Complete Coliected Works], Vol 26, page 224}, This essence
is manifested in a1l elements forming the content of war, mainly in the
varlous forms of armed struggie, as well as the reorganization of the

i
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in the content and forms of the ideological and diplomatic struggle,
that 13 of all the vital activitles of soclety, which alters its ccndie
tion., Armed combat is the chief manifestation of the essence of war
and 1ty spewclfic expression. The essentlsl nature of war and its phe~
nomeria are wn organic unity. There is and can be ro wmanifested
essence of war, In equal measure there are no phenomena of war which
do not manifest i%s esgsential nature. Lenin salds ¥,,.the essence is.
The puenomenon is essentilal’ (Polp. sgb. soch,, Vol 29, page 227).

In the coursa of war all battles, operations and strikes (inde-
pendent of scope), directed toward destroying the enemy's armed forces
and home front, represent in the final analysis a means of achleving
polltical objectives pursued by classes and states waging war. This
slgnifies that dwring the cour<s of war armed struggle is always essen-
tial. It always represents the chie? manifestation of the essence of
war -~ the goptinuation of politics by violent means., The significance
of this thesls consists in the first place in the fact that it conci-
tlons the immense responsibility of the personnel of our Armed Forces
and particularly command personnel in attaining the political objectives
of war and in defending our socialist Fatherland. Secondly, it requires
that command personnel, in resolving matters of military organizational
development, preparation for and organization of a battle or operatlion,
approach the problem from the standpoint of state interests, Thirdly,
it prompts ons to study carefully and skillfully utilize the objective,
deep and essential relationships of armed combat, Fourthly, it aids in
exposing those bourgeols ideologists who separate armed combat from the
essence of war, endeavoring to prove that in war politics and armed com=-
bat represent independent elements. Under present-day conditions some
bourgeois ideologlsts, realizing the catastrophic consequences of a
nuclear war and endeavoring to conceal the genuine culpxrits, announce
that a new world war will not be a continuation of politics of classes
and states, Bourgeois economist Sternberg writes: "In the atomic age
war is no longer a continuation of politics by other means" (F. Stern-

16)e§g, Die Militarische und industriale Revelution, Berlin, .1957, page
2 o .

A new world war, if unleashed by the imperialists, will in its
essence constitute a continuation of the adventuristic policies of the
ruling classes of capitslist states. This will be an unjust, predatory
war by the aggressive forces of imperislism. As for the socialist
nations, it will be a Jjust war in defense of the socialist system.

The chief manifestation of the essence of war ~- armed combat
with missiles and nuclear weapons == will be expressed primarily in
mass strikes against major economic and administrative centers of the
warring states, as well as against troop concentrations. The essence
of war and its chief manifestation, being an inseparable unity, also
possess important diffsrences. The essencs of war acts as a
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tho detsimined, the derived. The essence of war is pelatively stable,
while the phencmena expracsing 1t are more mobile. This is dus to the
faet that the phenomena change 1o the degreo of quantitative aerumula~
tlons within the framework oi' tha exlsting quality. In addition they
can charge with an alieration not of the entire essence but merely of
one individwol facet. Finally, the phenomenon changes when changes take
place in the conditions for the tenure of the essentlal nature, although
the essence itselt does not lose its qualitative certainty, During the
course of a single war, at various stages diversified methods of waging
armed combat may be utilized. Buh this does mot zlter the essence of
war. During the course of the greav Fatherland War, at differsnt stages
as wall as in different operatiors, diversified methods of warfare were
employed, This was due to ecircumstances, a change in the relationship of
forces and development of the syt of warfare. Here the essentfal nature
of war, that 1s continuation of the policies of the Soviet Union by means
of force agalnst Fascist aggrassion, did not change, while the forms of
its chief manifestation, that is the forms of armed combail, underwent
change. The multipliclity of forms of manifestation of one and the same
assence is detormined by the diversity of conditions under which it
forms and develeops, as well as qualitatively diverse stages in the
development of an object, phencmeron, or pzocess.

: The essencse reveals the inner basis of war, the most important
element in its quality, the root causes of its coming into being. The
essential nature of war determines the overall character of ammz=d combat
and its other manifestations, At the same time there 1s something unique
and characteristic only of each concrete phenomenon of war., Because of
this the phenomena of wsr are richer ard more diversified than the
cusence, The essence of war is manifaested indirectly, chiefly through
armed combat and is cognized by abstract reasoning. The phencmena of
war = armed comba®, reorganization of the economy on a war footing,
changes in the ideclogical and diplomatic struggie -~ appear and act
diractly.

Tha job of secience consists in reducing the apparent movement to
the inner moveamenti, Consequently, in studying war one cannct stop atv
the surface of phesomena bul must penetrats into the deep-lying pro-
cesses, inte their essential nature, This enibles one to elucidate the
nature of each war, the natursl laws governing its origin and develope
ment, to predict the courss of events, to eipose those enemies who are
endeavoring to conceal the ezsentizl nature of their policies.

The essence of war is 1linked with the socizl and economic struc=
ture, for according to Lerin's definition politics is the concentrated
oxprassion of esunomics, From this proceeds the task of cogrition, cone
sisting in penetraiing from the esswnee of the first order into the
essence of the secord order: from the study of the essence of politics
+o transition to 2 study of the essence of economics, which determines
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nomenon to essence, from essence of the filrst, so to speak, order, to
essence of the second order, etc., ad infinitwn" (Pgln. sobr, soch,,
Vol 29, page 227), .

A superficial examinatlon of the phenomena of war inevitsbly leads
Lo subjectivism, to flimsy, hairbralned schemes, which serve as one of
the muin reasons for profovnd blunders in military organizational develop-
ment and in the art of war, The adventurism of many bourgeocis military
leaders proceeds from the soclzl essence of imperialism, doomed to ine
evitable destruction, as well as from the metaphysical method by which
they are gulded., The aggressive ideas and actlons of imperialist reace-
tior undez present-dsy conditlons once again confirm the correctness of
Lenin's conclusion that imperialists are adventurists in their soclal
essence: they may fail to consider the relationship of forces which ars
present in the world arena, and hence they may unleash a new series of
wars, The Amerdican imperialists and those countrlies under thelr domina-
tion write and speak much of the necessity of preserving peace between
natlons. But the essential nature of their pollcles conslsts in the
fact that they are striving to prepare a maximum quantity of forces and
then, employing the element of surprise, to unleash a massive nuclear
. attack against the Soviet Union and other Socialist nations, gaining vice
tory by abruptly altering the balance of forces in their own favor,
Under these conditions it would be a most profound error to assume that
the aggressors will not risk atifacking the Soviet Unlon and other so=-
clalist nations.

On 18 January 1962, President John Kennedy gave an address at the
White House, in which he stated that the first principle of American
strategy is a further increase in much more powerful nuclear armaments
than the nuclear striking force of the Soviet Union. The second princi-
ple consists in "possessing more numerouvs and more modern ground forces
and other types of conventional ammed forces.'" The third principle is
the organization and improvement of speclal forces for underground and
guerilla warfare. The essence of this plan is manifested in the inten-
sified race for missiles and nuclear arms, in the increasing size of the
amy, in the organization of speciul forces for waging anti-guerilla ware
fars, for diversionary and subversive activitles, Changes in directing
the development of forces and weaporns, as well as the strategy of the
American imperialists, demand penetration into the essence of these
changes and timely consideration of these changes in military organiza-
tionzl development.

Phenomenon and Essence in Militazry Organizational Development and in
Warfars

The continuing revolution in military science persistently demands
revelation of the essence of each new phenomenon within it. An erroneous
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The all~out dowelepmont of sclonce 45 essontial for a timely disclosure
of the evsence of new phoenomnona in military affalrs., Profound thooroti.-
cal rescarch with utilizstion of the latost sclentifie muthodz and
technical devices i3 called upon to roveal ths roleo of convontional and
qualitatively new weapons, each branch of the armed forcou and typo of
troop unit, and consequently the directior and intonsity of dovolopmunt
of corresponding branches ol military economics,

A correct appraisal from the military viewpoint of new achiovo-
ments of sclence is impossible without tho Linely rovelation of the
essence of these achigvemsnts, Here as in any other area a lack of
coincidence between pheromena and ezsencws is inevitable, Therofore, ac
well as due to attachment %o the sccustomed (in view of the well-known
conservalive nature of thought and a number of other causes), froquontly
the new and original, emerging beyond the framework of the penerally
accepted, is perceived for a2 certaln perdod of time as insubstantial,
But ldeas which seem insubstentlal very frequently include ideas which
have comprised an entira era in science, in social and historical reali-
ties and in the development of military science. For example, Fronch
Marshal Foch said: "Perhaps the aeroplane 1s fine as a sport, but not
for the ammy; it is useless for war" (B, L. Simakov, I. F. Shepilov,
ngdugh flot. Str Sovetoy [The Soviet Air Force], Voyenizdat, 1958,
page 81). .

As early as 1924 Soviet specialists deveioped a system of cumula-
tive charges for the eagineer troops. But they were negatively assessed
and not utilized until 1942. An analogous case occurred in 1933 with an
electronic mine detector: it was nondemned as dead weight, and in 1939~
1940 had to be redeveloped on a crash basis,

Before the Graat Fatherland War the works of several Soviet
authors (V. Melkov, R, Eydeman, R. Tsiffer) asserted that the naturs of
the initial perdocd of war woild be army cover opeirations, whicn would
enahle the main forces to be deployed, And yet the initial attacks by
Nazi Germany against its neighbors demonstrated the endeavor of the
aggressor to reach its objectives Yy swrprise attack by previously de~
ployed armies, Yei the essence of this phenomenon was not discovered -
in a timely manner and owr mllltary organizational development continued
to be oriented toward a period of mobilization. The main cause of this
situation wa: a blind faith in the experience of past wars. In order to
avoid this, in all things (including militaxy science) it is necessary
to orlent onzself on the new and developing -~ this is a law ¢f human
activity conditiouned by the constant development of surrounding reality
on an ascending line. Lenin itsaches us: ¥,,.one must advance and look
not at the past bui rather toward the future..." (Poln, sobr, soch,,
Vol 36, page 264). Of course it does no% follow from this that one can
ignore historical expsrience and not utilize it to a pruper degree of
feasibility.
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tho dlscovery of tho oasontiul nature of a situation. In stratogy, op=-
oratlons and tactics a krowledpo of tho csuonco of a uituation prosuppouos
tho followlng: correct uppralsal of the onumy's and ono's own manpowor
and woapons both frum u quailtative and quantitative stundpoint; dotore
minatlon of tha strong nnd wonk pointy of the opposing tioop concontraw CPYRGHT
tiony, thulr avalluble and potential rocorves, thedir positions, as woll
as turrain plus and miaue points in tho dopluyment of tho vnemy and ono's
ewn troopu; timoly dlscovoery of tho onemy's actual plan of action;
appralsnl of othor vlemonts of tho situation, discovery of tho possi-
bllity of victory w!th mlnimum lossos,

Ponotration into the ossence of a situation ig possiblo only on
tho basla of a thorough knowlodge of military scilonce, on the basis of
closo Intoraction ¢ € vital perception, abotract thought and practical
activity, that is well-organized, skillfully and continuously conducted
roconnalssanco in comblnation with analysis by appropriato staff persone-
nel and milltary loaderse Ponotration into tho essonce of a situation
involvos ovorcoming difficulties generated by the effect both oi objoc-
tive and subjoctive causos. Theso difficultlos are conditioned by tho
lack of convergenco butwoen phenomenon and essonce, the speed and intene
sity of combut oporations, tho absence of precise information on the
cneny and finally by dellborate onemy actions designed to comouflage his
plans.

The lack of convergsnce of essonco and phenomencn, including in
militiry affairs, is causen by the individual pecuwiiarities of specific
objocts, ovents, processes, as woll as by the unique nature of the condi-
tions of their exdstencs. Ono of tho objoctive forms of manifestation of
tho essence of objocts and ovents is cemblanco, which expresses the lack
of convorgonce between esseiice and phenomenons

The methodological significanco of the thesls of nonconvergence
of phonumenon und essence is immense, It teaches us-first of all that
ono should not underestiimate the results of live perceptlion or sense
degree of cognition, including sensations, perceptions and ideas., At the
samo timo it requires that we not stop in the cognition of phenomenon at
the stago of 1live perception. In ordor to pcnetrate into the essence of
phenomena, analysis of the result of sonse perception with the aid of
abstract thought is essential. Sense cognition, perceiving the external
side of a phenomenon, views it as from afar, and this is frequently de-
ceptive. A superficial study of semblance in military affalrs can serve
as the cause of serious blunders. On the other hand a thoughtful analysis
of semblance forms an essential condition for penetrating into the essence
of a situution and constitutes a guarantee of making the right decision.

For example, in 1944 the command of the Third Ukrainian Front
initially assumed that the bridgehead to the south of Tiraspol! was not
at all sultable for launching the mailn attack, due to its limited size,
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marshy nature and heavy forestation. Subsequontly, after a careful
atudy of tho area, the command determined that thls semblance, in com~
bination with a whole systam of meoasures to be taken to offect cone
caaled troop concentration, would help keep the deployment a secrot from
ths eaamy and enable them to use the element of surprise., This thorough
analysis of the sltuation was confirmed. The German command of the
"Gouthorn Ukraine" army gmoup thought that an assault by Soriet forces
to the south of Tiracpol! was impossible, and the main attack by the
Thix»d Ukrainian Front, launched frem the bridgehead, was taken to be
merely a aupport actlon, which in effect even to a greater extent de-
tariorated the situation of the German troops which had formed at the
very heginnling of the opsration,

In addition to direci nonconvergence of phenomenon and essence
one thould bear in mind that many phenomena are not at all perceived by
our sense organs without the aid of appropriate instruments. One of
these phenomena was writton about by the American magazine United States
News and World Report. "Around the Soviet Union," ~tates the magazine,
'wa have set up powerful radic monitoring stations which work around the
clock. These 'ears! not only record all tranmissicns by stationary radio
stations but also pick up shoxt-wave radio communicucions between mobile

43 of the Soviet amy from points thousands of kilometers away." For
the timely revelation of the essence of such phenomena a well-crganized
intelligence setup ls necessary, utilizing the most advanced technical
devices, and extreme vigllance 1s essential.

One should also constanily bear in mind that in military science
the nonconvergence of phenomenon and essence 1s intensified by the pecu-
liar features of warfares and conscious camouflaging of essential nature
on the part of the snemy. In order to deceive the Soviet govermment and
carry out a sneak attack on the USSR, the Nazi Germans employed all types
of false information and camouflage. With this objective in mind they
created the impression of a concentration of the main Gemman forces in
preparation for crossing the English Channel and invading the British
Isles, while they tried to sell thelr troop concentrations along the
Soviet borders as an attempt fto misinform the British. In additior they
disseminated versions on the necezsity of secizing thelr new possessions
(in Czschoslovakia and Poland), displacing twoops in areas not subject
to British alr attack, and the conduct of operations in the Balkans,

The essence of these actions by our probabie adversary was rot revealed
by us in tims, ard this was one of the causes of the incorrect appraisal
of the military and political situztion and the success enjoyed by the
Nazi German troops in the lnitial period of the war., The main role in
concealing the sssentlal nature of a situation and misleading the enemy
is played by the subjective factor: skill, initlative and other personal
qualities of military leaders, as well as all military persormel. It is
they who utiliize *he features of terrain, season, time of day and mili-
tary equipment for concesling the essential nature of the plan being
implemented znd the spe:iflc sliwation.
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tlonal importarce to the concealment of the essential natwre not only of
thelr plans but also the methods of carrying them out, utillizlng for this
end the most advanced technical. devices. In order to penetrate missile
defense systems they conslder 1t wsgsential to employ decoy targets, to
raduce the reflecting surface of the mlssile warhead, to jum the enemy's
alr defense radar, to employ anti.-radar missiles, to select complicated
trajectorles for thelr mlssiles and w employ multi-target missile ware
heats, In the opinion of foreign speclalists the availability of such
devices and the skill to utilize them for concealing the essential nature
of a battle plan and tw decelve the enemy wlll to a great extent deter-
mine success not only in a battle operation but the war as a whole,

The bourgeols military press recommends thai radio be used more
extensivaly for misleading information, for radio can be used to create
the apparent existence of command posts, nonexistent airfilelds, to
demonstrate supposed preparations for an oreratlon by increasing radio
communications volmme, and to simulate ths employment of fighter planes
and gulded missiles, It iz considered that radio misinformstion should
be conducted together with other measures intended to mislead the enemy.
Other measures include the following: rumorrs to incite confusion, the
semblance of shifting troops and equipment, simulated heavy use of roads,
and fictitious offensive operations, It 1s recomniended to build deco;
missile launching pads and mock-ups of nuclear warhead storage areas, to
effect decoy transfers of nuclear weapons undexr heavy guardy; to limit
the movements of military personnel and totally prohibit civilians from
areas simulating deployment of nuclear weapons,

With the objective of fortifying the "authenticity" of measures
observed by the enemy it is planned to feed enemy intelligence approm-
priate "documentary" materials., In order to successfully deceive the
enemy it 1s considered essential to study the enemy intelligence setup
and to know the indications according to which enemy intelligence idene
tirfles a given installation or phenomenon., One's own intelligence has
the assigmment of determining how the enemy will react to measures taken
to deceive him. In order not *o be deceived by the enemy it ls essen-
tial to analyze and check extrsmely carefully all information obtained,
to thoroughly expose the essential nature of enemy intentions and ac-
tions,

The Decisive Role of the Commanding Officer in Revealing the Essential
Nature of a Situation

The essential nature of a situation is cognized by men and not
machines, and consequently the process of cognitlon depends on their
subjective qualities, In 1940 the Allied Command was unable to deter-
mine the main direction of the imminent offensive by the Nazl German
forces. Ardernes, where the main blow was to come, was weakly defended
by French troops. This occurred in the first place because Anglo-French

| CPYRGHT




r>—

hppimbed Ebrdirieasa 3099/08/09 +.G1ARRBAETOMRISRANAIA0N023:L o of tho snemy ! s
plans, and camouflaged ¢perations and misinformation by the German come
y mand reached, thelr objertive. Secondly, the French command had incore

PYRGHT rachly evaluated Ardennes, bslieving it impcssible to utilize heavy
forces, particuiarliy tank ob'yedineniya, in this area.

Tha concealment. of the wesential natwre, that is the internal,
devp side of a situatlion below the surface of phenomenon is fostered by
war ltself, with its constant dunger to human 1life. During war the man-
power and weapons of the enemy are froquently exaggerated. Numerous
facts of history attest eloquently tc thls. During the first week of the
German offensive in France 2,500 German tarks were transformed in the
eyes oli; th; French General Stafif officers intxf as many as 7,500, (Col

D. M. Proecktor, Voyna ¥ Yevrope ;?32««;25,&; gg [The War in Europe: 1939.
19417, Voyenizdat, 1963, page 301). P 7%
The thesis that one can penetrate inte the assential nature of a
situation only through comprehensively analyzing phenomenu extends to

all constituent elements of the art of war: strategy, operational plan~
, ning and tuctics. It remains in force even in the area of operating

S military equipment. Irequentiy phenomena which seem insignificant are

: viewed by some speclalists as small matters, for which they must pay

- dearly. Since phenomencn, as the expressicu of a given facet of essence,
is alway. significant, one cannot tolerate underevaluation of even one
phenomenon until its real essence is detemmined. Otherwise one may over-
look an essentinl factor, knowledge of which may greatly aid in achieving
victory, while to ighore or underrate it leads ‘o defeat. There are many
examples of such underestimation. On 7 December 1941 the American radar
. station located at the north end ol the island of Oahu detected some

‘ susplcious targets rapidly appmwaching Pearl Harbor. The ruadar opera=-

rs reported this fact to headquarters, But the duly officer assumed
that it was a squadron of "Flylng Fortresses! which was expected o
arrive from the mainland that day. Actuslly radar hzd detected the

first wave of Japanese carrisr-based aiveraft, 45 minutes flying time
from the American base. There was enough time to sound the alawm and
prepars to rspel the attack. By falling to reveal the essential wature
of the phenomenon detectsd by the radar the Americans were taken totally
by swprise. Under modern conditions the outenme of an entlire wer can
depend to a greath extent on the ability to discover the essential nature
of such a phencmenon in a timely mannex.

If s phenomenoa exprasses a given individual side of the esssnce
and not the ossence as a whole, this signifies that in analyzing a sit-
uation it is essential to study not isolated phenomena but phenomena in
their entlrety., Only by penetrating into the essentizl rature of a
situatior is it possible to discovaer targets and enemy troop concentra-
tions, a blow against which will provide maximum effect. Otherwise a
scatbaring of forces is inevitable, in strikes against secondary targets
and the pursuit of phantom success. For example, if in the fall of 1941
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the muln enemy forces but had deployed them uniformly along all fronts,
the Nazl German troops wouwld not have been defeated near Moscow and the
city's defense could have been seriously endangered. A+t the end of
1942 large Soviet reserves wore located near Stalingrad and in the sum-
mer of 1943 near the Kursk Bulge, for the most powerful enany troop
coneentrations were in those places at those times,

CPYRGHT

4 The genuine (aggressive) essence of such a phenomenon as the
creatlon of military-political blocs by American imperialism was re=-
vealed in a timely mamnner by the Communist Party and Soviet goverrment.
This enabled us to take timely and necessary measwres to strengthen the
defensive capabilitles of our country. At the present time one should
bear in mind that in order to camouflage an armed attack under prepara-
tion the imperiallsts may create the appearance of 3 lessening of interw
national tensions. Timely discovery of the essential nature of a situa=
tion depends to a declisive degree on many causes, including the quantiyy
and quallty of technical intelligence devices, on acts of initiative by
persons capable of utilizing with maximum effectivensss the most ade
vanced technical devices for rapld determination of enemy forces and
enemy plans. It is therefore extremely important to effect a comprehen-
slve and timely preparation and tralning of a sufficlent number of spe-
clal cadres capable of immediately distinguishing decoy enemy actions
and installations from authentlc ones.

While the ability to discover in a timely manner the essential
nature of a sltuation serves as a primary condition for opening the
N | possibility of victory in a battle, operation and in a war as a whole,
( a careful camouflaging of one's own forces and the ability to deceive
the enemy and mislead him in respect to one's own plans and actions
serves as one of the major conditions for transforming this potential
into reality. In the sumer of 1944 the headquarters of the First
Ukrainian Front, in oxder to conceal preparations for an operation,
drew up a plan of camouflage activities, which provided for simuwlating -
the concentration of two tank armies and one tank corps on the loft
slde of the front in the zones occupied by the First Guards and 18th
Amies, In order to carry out this deception on a large scale we em-
ployed false tank movements by railroad, simulated tank soyedineniya
staging areas, designated their routes of movement and concentration
areas and conducted appropriate radio communications. In the false
areas of concentration a large number of mock-ups of tanks, trucks,
heavy guns and fleld kitchens were set up. At the same time steps were
+taken to conceal the regruuping of troops along the front. All move-
ents of chasti and soyedineniya were conducted only at night, under
strictest concealment, Although we were unsuccessful in completely
deceiving the enemy (he detected the location of the armies in the
first echelon along the front), redeployment of the First Guards Tank
rmy to an area south of Lutsk and the Fourth Tank Army into the
ernopol? area remained unnoticed, which was of major significance.
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. : without knowiedge of the wnique nature of effect of the wbjective laws
WCPYRCHE i warfare, Expressed in sclonce, theso laws constitule the sum total,
. the gyntheslzed rasuvlt in cognizing the essence of a phenomenon, "Law
and essence," said Lenin, "are homogeneous (of the sams order) concepts
or more aceurately ave of the same degree, exprsssing more profound cogw
nitlen by man of prenomena and the wordde.." (Boln, sobr, soch., Vol 29,
page 1363. ‘Howevor law and essence are not.identical concepts. As men-
tionad above, essence 1s the inner, relatively stable basis of objects,
processes of objective raallty, corealed below the surface of phenomena
and manifested in tham. In contrast, "law is a relationshipe...a rels-
Coe tionship of essences or between essences" (Poln e Sobre _soch,, Vol 29,

KB page 138). It follows that knowledge of .the laws of warfare creates the
R potential to dlscover relationships betwsen essences in a battle, opera~
tion dnd in a war. One of the most imporitant laws of warfars is the law
- of battlefield support, Nowadays the possibility of victory can be

~ ;‘ : quickly lost even with an wnlimited quantity of high quality marpower

X and weapons if the commanding officer commits errors in organizing bate
' tlefield suppoxrt, primarily reconnalssance, camouflaging, anti-atomic,
anti-chemical, anti=bacteriological protection and operations against
enemy radioc and electronic devicas, Without wellworganized reconnaice
sance and intalligence activities, conducted continuocusly and utilizing
all the most advanced technical devices, it is impossible to discoirar the
essential nature of a situation in a timely manner and to locate the posi-
tion of enemy nuclear weapons, the maln direction of the imminent strike
S and the time of the strike, and it is impossible to opern up the potential

o for a victory and achieve it,

e

Without weollerganized camouflaging and successful counter~
opsrations against enemy rsconnaissance and inteiligencs iv is impossiw
ble to keep one's muclea» weapons intsct, Only with superior intelli-
gence, raconnaissance, camouflaging snd swperdiority in suppressing enemy
inteiligence and rsconnaissance is 1t possible to gsin advantage in a
battle and combat operation, in dirscting nuclear and conventioral strikes

against enemy nuclear Weapons.

The potential of being first in a batile and combat operation to
engage ir nuclear sad conventlonal strikes and the poseibility of swifi
combat opsrations in tuwra can be transformed into reallty only by core
rect utilization of the law of interaction. The preciss and relizble
interaction of ail branches of the urmed forces and types of units pro-
motes concentration of swerior forcses in selected areas and realization
of the potential to defsat the enemy. Skilled aciions by the military
in accordance with the above-mentioned objective laws, bearing in mind
their interr«lationships and interdependencies, makss it possible simule
taneousiy it follow the damgndz o the law of maximum destruction of
enemy manpows: and weapons with minimum losses, This makes 1t possibie
to reduce the poiuntial of the enemy, to alter the situation in one's
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combat operalon to a successful conelusion.

Whon the military leader fails to bear in mind the essential links,
objective laws and their interaction, or if he commits serious errors in T
cognlzing and utilizing the laws of warfare, this inevitably reduces the CPYRGH
potentlal of his troops, promotes change in the situation in the enemy’s
favor and leads to defeat. Toward Voronezh our trwops had 1,000 tanlcs
agalnst 500 enemy tanks; thus, they had the potential. of frustrating the
planned German summer campaign of 1942, However, due to a lack of abile
ity to penetrate into the essential nature of the situation, to cognize
and utilize the obJjective laws of warfare, due to the lack of initlative
and flrmwmess in directing our troops on the part of the Voronezh Front
command, this opportuniiy was lost.

The lessons of the last war as well as experience gained in field
aexerclees attest to the'extreme lmportance of teaching owr officers and
generals (both in 1line assignments and in Armed Forces schools) the
abllity to discover the essentlal nature of a situation, the abllity to
think, analyze and creatively comprehend, and not simply to assimilate
course material., Only on this basis is it possible to train and develop
initiative and decisiveness in the actions of command personnel. Simple
assimilation of material is based orimarily on live percoption. It does
not demand thorough independent logical thinking, Each commanding offi-
cer in his practical activities encounters at every step the necessity
of indepsendently revealing the essential nature of a situation. Conse~
guently it is necessary that our command personnel training programs in
line assigments and in armed forces schools always provide for conduce
, ting classes which in content and form will promote maximum development

S - |of independent thinldng for timely revelation of the essential nature of

1a situation. :
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