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Agenda 
• Continued role in developing and implementing child labor laws 
• White House conferences on children 
• Role in wartime 
• Discussion & Conclusion 



The Story of the Children’s Bureau, The Early Years: 1912-1937 



Workers at the Alexandria Glass Factory, ca. 1940. 





Children ages 6, 8 and 10 work in a sugar beet field, ca 1915. 



From School to Work, 
published by the 
Children’s Bureau, 
1928. 



Tobacco sharecropper family, ca. 1939. 



South Carolina 1st Grade children participate in a Children’s Health Day program, 1939. 



Katharine Lenroot, Children’s Bureau Chief, 1934 – 1951. 



Migrant mother nursing one of her seven children, ca. 1938. 



Nursery school and child care center for African American children, ca. 1940. 



Children at the 
Flanner House, an 

Indianapolis 
community center, 

ca. 1940. 



Conference Program, 
Conference on Children in 
a Democracy, April, 1939. 



Refugee children living in 
tents outside Bakersfield, 

California, ca. 1938. 



3 year-olds in a school 
for refugee children in 
New York, ca. 1942. 



Children’s Colony, a 
home for refugee 
children in New York, ca. 
1942. 



Refugee children learn 
English at a local public 
school, ca. 1942. 



Refugee 
checkpoint ca. 
1945. 



A family formed through international adoption, ca. 1950. 



Children’s Bureau publication, 
July, 1940. 



Children’s Bureau publication, 
ca. 1942, reprinted in 1948. 



20 year-old Annie Tabor, lathe operator in a supercharger plan, ca 1942. 



Nursery schools provided care for children while their mothers went to work 
in the war industry, ca. 1942. 



Martha Eliot, ca. 1941. 



Visiting nurse 
meets children 
living in a 
defense 
housing trailer 
camp, ca. 
1942. 



We are fighting again for human freedom and especially for the future of 
our children in a free world.  Children must be safeguarded – and they can 
be safeguarded – in the midst of this total war so they can live and share in 
that future.  They must be nourished, sheltered and protected, even in the 
stress of war production, so they will be strong to carry forward a just and 
lasting peace. 
 

A Children’s Charter in Wartime, 1942 



A mother waves goodbye to 
her five year-old as she heads 
off to work in the war 
industry, ca. 1943. 



A child and her new 
adoptive family, ca. 1940. 



A child plays 
nurse in a 
school near 
Oakland, 
California, ca. 
1943. 



Children bear the promise of a better world… 



A young 
mother brings 
her child to 
the visiting 
nurse for 
medical care, 
ca. 1939. 



Children’s Bureau Chief Katharine Lenroot and her assistant, Dr. Martha Eliot, with 
Senator James Murray, 1942. 



A military family receives medical care, ca. 1944. 



President Harry S. Truman, ca.1946. 





Children’s Bureau Chief, 
Martha Eliot with former 

Chief Katharine Lenroot, hold 
a document signed by 

President Truman, ca. 1951. 



Youth delegates to the 1950 conference. 



Children’s Bureau staff with Chief Martha Eliot. 



Transcript of a radio discussion 
on children and the war, May 24, 

1942. 



Celebrating the Children’s Bureau’s 40th birthday, in 1952. 



Program from the 1951 White 
House Conference on Children 

and Youth. 



Martha Eliot writes on the 
issue of juvenile 
delinquency, November, 
1952. 



Martha Eliot writes for the 
Christian Advocate, 
September, 1953. 



Adoptive parents meet their 
new baby for the first time, 
Fulton County, GA, ca. late 
1950’s. 



Cover of The Child, March, 
1952. 



One of the last issues of The Child, March, 1952. 



Leaflet describing the proper diet for children. 



Nurse caring for a 
premature infant, ca. late 
1950’s. 



By 1956, maternal and child health programs were 
providing, annually: 
• Prenatal doctor visits to more than 200,000 expectant mothers 

• Post-delivery nursing for more than 300,000 mothers 

• Well-child clinic visits for more than 1 million babies and pre-school 
children 

• Dental exams for approximately 3 million school-age children 

• Medical exams for more than 2.5 million school-age children 

• Diptheria and smallpox immunizations for more than 4 million 
children 



Martha Eliot writes 
on the needs of 
crippled children and 
their families. 



Visiting nurse 
examines a Native 

American baby 
living in a rural 

area, date 
unknown. 



A child receives 
preventative dental care, 
ca. 1960. 



Nursery at Junior Village, Washington, DC ca. 1958. 



Illustration from a child 
welfare worker training 
manual, date unknown. 



A class in a Denver high school 
teaches about family life, ca. 
1950’s. 



Home visit to mother and children, ca. 1950’s. 



Preschool teacher and 
children, ca. 1958. 



A new family is formed, 
ca. early 1960’s 



Improvised clinic, ca. 1950’s. 



Newborn nursery, ca. 1955. 



Photographs courtesy of: 
 
Francis Perkins Center 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Library 
Maternal and Child Health Library 
National Library of Medicine 
United States Library of Congress 
University of Minnesota 
 



For a recording of today’s presentation and other 
information about the Children’s Bureau’s Centennial 
Webinars, visit http://cb100.acf.hhs.gov/webinars 
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