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Mission statement
Urban Tech provides technology resources to 

schools and community based organizations 
in low-income communities for access to 
broadband applications that promote 
comprehensive health education, academic 
performance, and workforce preparation.
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Urban Tech: Reaching communities 
throughout the U.S.
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Youth 
Leadership 
Academy 
(YLA)

Urban Tech’s Programs: Reaching 
and Teaching 

Web-based multimedia 
tools for the classroom
Builds problem-solving & 
critical thinking skills
Increases academic 
scores & graduation rates
Content management; 
tracking and evaluation 
(APOLLO)

SEEDTECH
Established in 1995
Partnership with DOJ for 21st

century technology skills
750 turn-key sites through 
2009

Broadband access for 
education and to 
address community 
challenges
Proven computer 
curriculum
Teacher training for 
sustainability
Ongoing technical 
assistance
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Education impacts broadband 
adoption

BROADBAND ACCESSEDUCATION
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Improvement in broadband access: 2006-
2009

Source: Pew Internet Projects, “Home Broadband Adoption”, June 2009

more education → greater access
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Low adoption leads to less 
opportunity

Sources: 
1 Alliance for School Choice, ”America’s High School Graduation Rate Crisis Calls for Immediate Solutions,” Andrew 
Campanella, April, 2008
2 Strategic Plan- Declaration of Education, District of Columbia Public Schools, May 2005

U.S. economy requires more education and technology skills 
to remain competitive1

Less than 50% of high school students in low-income 
minority communities graduate in 4 years 2

Dropouts have fewer options for employment and self-
sufficiency
Unemployment and higher social costs reduce the nation’s 
productivity
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U.S. graduation rate lags other 
countries:

U.S. is ranked 
18th in high school 
graduation globally!
The U.S. spends the most 
money on education yet is 
ineffective compared to 
countries with high 
graduation rates 

Students not prepared.

Source: Organization for Economic Development. 2008 
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Motivating teachers to see the benefits of using 
technology
Using technology aggressively for teaching and 
learning
Invest in technological equipment for schools 
and in training teachers to use the technology
Providing all schools and students with the same 
opportunities

What are other countries doing 
differently in education?

Source: Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies, Volume 5, Number 1,  May 2007
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Proven outcomes:
Promotion of IT in schools 
results in: 
Improved attendance 
Academic achievement

Source: YLA in the Classroom, 2007, Newark, NJ

Demonstrated Effectiveness
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Barriers to greater 
competitiveness

Lack of a national broadband mandate 
Limited investment in broadband deployment and 
adoption
Less effective solutions for national priorities such 
as health care, education, public safety, job 
creation

No long-term strategy for achieving sustainable 
broadband programs

Unproductive use of investment dollars
Less access to instructional technologies in low-income 
communities

Unequal educational and economic opportunities  
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What Urban Tech is doing to close the 
gap in education and broadband 
adoption 

Integrating  IT solutions for stemming the drop-out rate and 
promoting health education, financial literacy, career 
development to sell the value of broadband technology to 
school and CBO administrators;
Recycling programs to give computers to classroom teachers;
Gaining partners who are willing to make a long term 
investment in instructional technology;  
Developing a “digital campus” for sustainability of our programs 
after funding ends and to help low income minority 
communities navigate the web;
Connect the school to home and resources in the community to 
extend education outside of the boundaries of the classroom 
and after school programs.  13
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Contact Information

National Urban Technology Center
80 Maiden Lane, Suite 606
New York, NY  10038

(212) 528-7350

info@urbantech.org
www.urbantech.org
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