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• Molecular Targets and Cancer Therapeutics Conference
• Frontiers in Cancer Prevention Research Conference
• Courses and Workshops:

– Methods in Clinical Cancer Research (Vail and Flims)
– Molecular Biology in Clinical Oncology
– Pathobiology of Cancer
– Cancer Imaging Camp
– Accelerating Anticancer Agent Development and Validation Workshop

• AACR-FDA-NCI Think Tank on Clinical Biomarkers
• AACR-NCI programs for minorities and medically underserved

– Comprehensive Minority Biomedical Branch Program
– Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities

• Service by individuals on Committees, Task 
Forces, Think Tanks, and Editorial Boards
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decreased productivity, premature death) 
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$70,000 x 213,000 patients = $15 billion

• NIH estimate of overall costs for cancer in 2006 = 
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1% decrease in cancer mortality is worth $500 billion

• 3014 fewer deaths from 2003-2004 = $279 billion
in ‘savings’

• Plus, advances in cancer treatment have applications 
for other diseases (e.g. angiogenesis inhibitors to treat 
macular degeneration)

• Total cost of the “War on Cancer” since 1971: $69.3 billion

• The social returns on investment are inestimable
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• Cancer is a disease of aging 

• By 2030, 20% of the U.S. Population will be over the age 
of 65, compared with 12% in 2004

• Cancer incidence rate for those >65 is 10X greater

• Cancer mortality rate for those >65 is 16X greater
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• World’s collective brain trust in cancer research and all 
cancer-related fields

– Basic, translational, and clinical research, population 
science

• Consistent focus on cutting-edge science and scientific 
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• Authoritative source of the latest cancer research findings

• Size, diversity, and international scope of the membership
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• AACR International Conference on 
Frontiers in Cancer Prevention Research

– December 5-8, 2007, Philadelphia, PA
– The world’s most comprehensive, transdisciplinary cancer 

prevention meeting with over 600 participants in 2006

• Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers & Prevention
– 403 articles and 2580 pages published in 2006

• Cancer Prevention Task Force
– Developing a comprehensive cancer prevention strategy

• New avenues are now being explored to 
increase the dissemination of leading 
research in prevention science
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• New in 2006 – Meeting on Molecular Diagnostics 
in Cancer Therapeutic Development: Maximizing 
Opportunities for Individualized Treatment
September 12-15, 2006, Chicago, IL
September 17-20, 2007, Atlanta, GA
David Sidransky, M.D., Chair, Program Committee

• AACR/FDA/NCI Think Tank on Clinical Biomarkers
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• Annual Meeting sessions dedicated to detection 
and diagnostics – including a special forum on 
Controversies in Lung Cancer Screening

• Workshop on Early Detection Research
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basic scientists to consider clinical applications

• AACR-NCI-EORTC International Conference on Molecular Targets 
and Cancer Therapeutics

• AACR-JCA Conference: In the Forefront of Basic and Translational 
Cancer Research

• Translational Breast Cancer Research Grant Program
• Translational Cancer Medicine Think Tank, July 2007
• International Meeting Series on Translational Cancer Medicine

– Singapore, Amsterdam, Madrid, US

• Landon Prize for Translational Cancer Research
• Rosenthal Award for Translational Cancer Research
• Team Science Award - New for 2007
• AACR-Industry Roundtable
• New Annual Meeting Educational Sessions to train 

basic scientists to consider clinical applications



AACR’s Vision for the Future of 
Cancer Therapeutics

AACR’s Vision for the Future of 
Cancer Therapeutics

• Establish a new biology driven paradigm for 
drug development

• Overcome the challenges of molecular targeted therapies 
and combination therapies

• Improve clinical trial design and enhance the efficacy of 
clinical trials

• Help bring the new science into the regulatory process

• Accelerate drug discovery, development, and delivery of 
new therapeutic agents for improved patient care

• Establish a new biology driven paradigm for 
drug development

• Overcome the challenges of molecular targeted therapies 
and combination therapies

• Improve clinical trial design and enhance the efficacy of 
clinical trials

• Help bring the new science into the regulatory process

• Accelerate drug discovery, development, and delivery of 
new therapeutic agents for improved patient care



AACR - Driving the Scientific AgendaAACR - Driving the Scientific Agenda

 Identify and promote new and promising research opportunities, 
interventions, and strategies to hasten progress

 Foster creativity and innovation in cancer research through various 
mechanisms: 

- Scientific Think Tanks - Annual Meetings

- Task Forces - Special Conferences

- Scientific Committees - Educational Workshops

- Scientific Working Groups - Publications & Website

 Engage in synergistic partnerships, both nationally 
and internationally

 Identify and promote new and promising research opportunities, 
interventions, and strategies to hasten progress

 Foster creativity and innovation in cancer research through various 
mechanisms: 

- Scientific Think Tanks - Annual Meetings

- Task Forces - Special Conferences

- Scientific Committees - Educational Workshops

- Scientific Working Groups - Publications & Website

 Engage in synergistic partnerships, both nationally 
and internationally



AACR - Driving the Scientific AgendaAACR - Driving the Scientific Agenda

 Identify and promote new and promising research opportunities, 
interventions, and strategies to hasten progress

 Foster creativity and innovation in cancer research through various 
mechanisms: 

- Scientific Think Tanks - Annual Meetings

- Task Forces - Special Conferences

- Scientific Committees - Educational Workshops

- Scientific Working Groups - Publications & Website

 Engage in synergistic partnerships, both nationally 
and internationally

 Identify and promote new and promising research opportunities, 
interventions, and strategies to hasten progress

 Foster creativity and innovation in cancer research through various 
mechanisms: 

- Scientific Think Tanks - Annual Meetings

- Task Forces - Special Conferences

- Scientific Committees - Educational Workshops

- Scientific Working Groups - Publications & Website

 Engage in synergistic partnerships, both nationally 
and internationally



Global Cancer BurdenGlobal Cancer Burden

B. W. Stewart and P. Kleihues, World Cancer Report, WHO-IARC. Lyon: IARC Press, 2003

New Cancer Cases
2000 - 10,000,000
2010 - 15,000,000

New Cancer Deaths
2000 - 6,200,000

2010 - 10,000,000
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• AACR Minorities in Cancer Research (MICR)

• MICR Annual Meeting Forum: Genetic Variability and Ethnicity in 
Cancer Treatment Outcomes: Challenges and Opportunities
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• 2007 Public Service Award Recipients: Harold P. Freeman, M.D. 
and LaSalle D. Leffall, M.D.
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– This meeting will focus on the biological basis of health disparities from a 

range of disciplines including genetics, cell biology, epidemiology, 
behavioral science, and clinical research
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• April 14-18, 2007, Los Angeles, CA
• Featuring the latest developments 

in basic, translational, and clinical 
cancer research

• Projected Attendance: 17,500
• 2007 Highlights:

 Centennial Plenary Session

 Educational Organ Site Sessions at 
the Clinical-Basic Science Interface

 Drug Development Track Featuring 
Phase I Trials

 Phase II Proof of Concept Clinical Trials

 Phase III Clinical Trials
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• Publication series on the history and evolution of cancer research
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to other countries
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about the value of cancer research

• Maintain the cancer research enterprise at this important juncture 
when discovery and innovations will lead to new therapies
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• Strengthen science education at all levels to maintain scientific 
competitiveness

• Reduce the nation’s economic burden due to cancer

• Washington, DC office for government relations
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