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Estimates from the National Crime
Victimization Survey (NCVS) indicate
that between 1993 and 1998 compared
to people of other races American
Indians sustained violence at the
highest per capita rate (119 victimiza-
tions per 1,000 American Indians age
12 or older).  This rate of violent victimi-
zation is about 2 times that experi-
enced by blacks, 2½ times that
sustained by whites, and 4½ times that
experienced by Asians.

Between 1993 and 1998 violent victimi-
zation rates declined for whites and
blacks.  Because of a greater decline in
black victimization rates during this
period, by 1998 black and white overall
violent crime rates were similar.  Over
the same period, apparent changes in
the per capita violent victimization rates
of American Indians and Asians were
not significant.  

Data

Findings about rape, sexual assault,
robbery, and assault come from
National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS) data collected by the Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS).  Findings
about homicide come from the Uniform
Crime Reporting (UCR) program of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  

This report presents rates and charac-
teristics of violent victimization of
whites, blacks, American Indians, and
Asians.  (See definitions on page 12 for

$ In 1998, per 1,000 persons age 
12 or older in each racial group, 110
American Indians, 43 blacks, 38
whites, and 22 Asians were victims 
of violence. 

! In each year from 1993 to 1997,
black persons were victimized at
rates significantly greater than those
of whites.  By 1998 black and white
persons were victimized overall at
similar rates.

! The rate of violent victimization of
whites fell 29% and of blacks fell
38%, 1993-98.  Over the same period
no measurable change in the victimi-
zation rates of American Indians or
Asians occurred.

! From 1993 to 1998 violent crime in
which the race of the offender was
known was largely intraracial for
whites (66%) and blacks (76%).  For
American Indian and Asian victims,
violent crime was primarily interracial.

! From 1993 to 1998 higher percent-
ages of black (36%) and Asian (32%)

victims than of white (24%) and Ameri-
can Indian (28%) victims faced an
armed offender.  Higher percentages
of black (18%) and Asian (14%)  
victims than of American Indian (9%)
and white (8%) victims faced an
offender with a firearm. 

! 48% of the violence against blacks,
42% against whites, 46% against
American Indians, and 41% against
Asians were reported to the police,
1993-98.
$ Blacks were disproportionately 
represented among homicide victims.

In 1998, 4 whites, 23 blacks, and 3
persons of other races (Asians and
American Indians together) were mur-
dered per 100,000 persons in each
racial group.

! On average each year between 
1993 and 1998, homicide rates fell 5%
for whites, 7% for blacks, and 8% for
persons of other races. 

The rates at which black and white persons experienced violent 
victimization were converging between 1993 and 1998. 
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how the data on race and victimization
are collected and categorized.)  The
racial categories are separate from
Hispanic ethnicity and include Hispanic
and non-Hispanic persons.*  

Violent victimization and race,
1993-98

American Indians experienced overall
violence, aggravated assault, simple
assault, and serious violent crimes at
rates higher than those for whites,
blacks, and Asians, 1993-98 (table 1
and figure 1).  Asians sustained overall
violence, aggravated assault, simple
assault, and serious violent crimes at
per capita rates lower than all other
groups during the same period.

On average, American Indians (10.8
robberies per 1,000 persons age 12 or

older) and blacks (10.6) were victims of
robbery at similar rates, 1993-98.
These rates were higher than those of
whites (4.4) and Asians (5.7), which, in
turn, were similar. 
 
From 1993 to 1998 the average annual
rate of rape or sexual assault was
somewhat higher for American Indians
than that for blacks, and significantly

higher for American Indians than that
for Asians and whites.  The rates for
rape or sexual assault for Asians and
whites were similar during this period.

Characteristics of violent crime
victims, 1993-98

Victimization research demonstrates a
relationship between demographic
attributes and the rate of victimization.
(See box on page 10.)  When examin-
ing victimization differences by race,
one should account for factors such as
gender, age, ethnicity, income, marital
status and location of residence.  The
patterns that emerge suggest that each
of these characteristics taken alone
does not account entirely for the violent
victimization rates among racial
groups.  However, combining several
of these characteristics may account
for some of these differences in rates
between racial groups.
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Homicide

Blacks historically have been and continue to be disproportionately represented
among homicide victims.  In 1998 per 100,000 persons in each racial group, 
23 black, 4 white, and 3 persons of other races were murdered in the United
States.  Blacks were 6 times more likely than whites and 8 times more likely
than persons of other races to be murdered during 1998 (Highlights, page 1).

Among homicides in which the race of offender is known, most are intraracial.
From 1976 to 1998, 86% of white victims were murdered by whites, 94% of
black victims were murdered by blacks, and 58% of victims of other races were
murdered by an “other race” person.  Stranger homicides were more likely to
cross racial lines than those that involved friends, acquaintances, or intimates.
Three in ten homicides committed by a stranger to the victim were interracial,
compared to 1 in 10 when the offender was the victim’s friend or acquaintance.

Note: Trend lines for American Indians and Asians are not shown because all values are under
1%.  These data, and additional information about the relationship between race and homicide,
are available on the BJS website:  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/homicide/race.htm, and 
in Homicide Trends in the United States: 1998 Update, March 2000, NCJ 179767.

Homicides, by race of offender and victim, 1976-98
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See table 1 for rates.

Figure 1

*For information about Hispanic and
non-Hispanic victimization, see Criminal Victimi-
zation 1999, Changes 1998-99, with Trends
1993-99, August 2000, NCJ 182734.

*Serious violent crime includes rape and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.

87,90050,940713,3802,838,57012.545.027.215.5
Serious violent
crime*

90,98083,520767,5905,459,57012.973.829.329.9Simple assault
39,72032,200378,0601,709,6905.728.414.49.4

Aggravated
assault

40,02012,200278,090807,4705.710.810.64.4Robbery
8,1506,55057,230321,4101.25.82.21.8

Rape or sexual
assault

178,880134,4601,480,9708,298,14025.5118.856.545.4Crimes of violence
Asian

American
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American
IndianBlackWhite

NumberRates per 1,000
For persons age 12 or older, average annual C

Table 1.  Average annual victimizations, by race, 1993-98



Gender

Among males, without exception, over-
all victimization rates for each racial
group differed significantly from all
others. American Indian males were
victims of overall violent crime at a rate
about twice the rate of blacks, 22
times the rate of whites, and 4 times
the rate of Asians (table 2).

Rates of aggravated assault against
males also differed among the races,
1993-98.  American Indians were

victims of aggravated assaults at a rate
greater than that of blacks, who were
victimized at a rate greater than that of
whites, who were victimized at a rate
greater than that of Asians.

For serious violent crime the same
pattern of differences between the
races emerged, with one exception:
Asian and white males had similar per
capita rates, 1993-98.  

Among females, American Indians
were victims of overall violence and
serious violence at per capita rates
greater than those of blacks, who were
victimized at rates greater than those 
of whites, and whites were victimized 
at rates greater than those of Asians.

Apparent differences in rape and
sexual assault rates between American
Indian, white, and black females were
not significant.  Asian females had a
rate of rape or sexual assault that was
slightly lower than the rate for Ameri-
can Indian females and significantly
lower than those for white and black
females, 1993-98. 

Age 

Within each age category and with few
exceptions, American Indians experi-
enced overall violent crime at the
highest rate, Asians at the lowest rate,
and blacks and whites at similar rates,
1993-98 (table 3).  An exception was
among persons ages 12 to 15 for
whom apparent differences in victimi-
zation rates between American Indians,
blacks, and whites were not significant.

Ethnicity

Ethnicity is defined independently of
race.  Therefore, an individual may be

described as Hispanic or non-Hispanic
and of any race examined.

Among Hispanics, American Indians
were victims of overall violence at rates
greater than rates for whites, blacks,
and Asians, 1993-98 (table 4).  During
the same period Hispanic blacks were
victimized at rates greater than rates
for Hispanic whites and Asians.
Hispanic Asians and whites were
victimized at similar rates, 1993-98.   

Among non-Hispanics, American
Indians were victims of overall violence
at rates greater than those for whites,
blacks, and Asians, 1993-98.  During

Violent Victimization and Race, 1998, with Trends 1993-98   3

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Note:  Serious violent crimes include rape and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.  

8.036.722.512.417.153.932.918.9Serious violent crime
9.460.228.825.216.688.329.934.8Simple assault
3.821.111.56.27.536.317.912.7Aggravated assault
2.48.17.23.19.113.714.75.9Robbery
1.8*7.53.73.1*0.5*3.9*0.30.3

Rape or 
  sexual assault

17.496.851.337.633.8142.262.853.6Crimes of violence
Asian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteType of crime

FemaleMale
Average annual victimization rates (per 1,000 persons age 12 or older)

Table 2.  Average annual violent victimization rates, by gender, 1993-98

American Indians and violent
crime

For more information about Ameri-
can Indians and their experiences
with violent crime, convictions and
correctional supervision, see Ameri-
can Indians and Crime, BJS report,
February 1999, NCJ 173386.
Highlights of this report include:

! Indigenous people in the United
States belong to about 550 federally
recognized tribes that have a distinct
history and culture and often a
separate language.  

!A higher percentage of American
Indian victims of violent crime than
victims of other races stated the
offender was drinking or on drugs,
1992-96.

!About 4% of the American Indian
population age 18 or older were
under the care, custody, or control 
of the criminal justice system on an
average day, 1992-96.  By compari-
son, an estimated 2% of white
adults, 10% of black adults, and less
than half of 1% of Asian adults were
under correctional supervision. 

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

Note:  Serious violent crimes include rape 
and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated
assault.

0.6*4.2*4.8*Asian
5.8*10.8*16.6*American Indian
4.84.69.4Black
2.61.84.4White

Age 65 or older

4.5*2.9*7.4Asian
31.210.7*41.9American Indian
7.08.415.4Black

11.15.516.6White
Age 50 to 64

9.710.319.9Asian
45.926.672.5American Indian
21.920.642.5Black
24.712.437.1White

Age 35 to 49

13.712.626.2Asian
119.454.1173.5American Indian
31.428.660.0Black
36.119.855.9White

Age 25 to 34

18.722.140.9Asian
98.5109.0207.5American Indian
44.348.292.4Black
53.131.784.8White

Age 20 to 24

20.622.743.3Asian
117.690.3207.9American Indian
48.560.9109.4Black
70.440.4110.8White

Age 16 to 19

33.521.455.0Asian
99.441.7141.1American Indian
69.942.1112.0Black
78.230.5108.7White

Age 12 to 15

Simple
assault

Serious
violent 
crime

Crimes 
of
violence

Average annual victimiza-
tion rates (per 1,000
persons age 12 or older)

Table 3.  Annual average violent
victimization rates, by age, 1993-98



the same period blacks were victimized
at rates greater than rates for whites
and Asians, and Asians were victim-
ized at the lowest rates.  The same
pattern existed among non-Hispanics
for aggravated assault rates and for
serious violent crime.

Marital status

Among persons who were married and
those who never married, American
Indians were victims of overall violence
at rates greater than rates for whites
and blacks, and whites and blacks
were victimized at rates greater than
that for Asians, 1993-98 (table 5).
American Indians who never married
sustained overall violence at about
twice the per capita rate of whites and
blacks who never married.  American
Indians who were divorced or
separated were victimized at about 3
times the rate of divorced or separated
Asians during this time.

Among widowed persons, blacks
experienced almost twice the rate 
of overall violence as whites.  Small
sample sizes prevent testing the 
apparent differences across races 
in the widowed category.

As with overall violent crime, American
Indians in most marital categories
experienced serious violent crime at
rates greater than those for persons in
other racial categories.  Among those
divorced or separated, American
Indians were victimized at rates slightly
greater than rates for Asians, and
significantly greater than rates for
blacks and whites.  Among married
persons for serious violent crime, rates
for each racial group differed signifi-
cantly from all others.

Place of residence

American Indians experienced the
highest rates of overall and serious
violent crimes regardless of the locality
of residence considered (table 6).

American Indians in urban areas
sustained overall violence at about 2
times the rate of blacks and whites and
5 times the rates of Asians.  American
Indians in urban areas experienced
serious violence at about 2 times the
rate of blacks, 3 times the rate of
whites, and 5 times the rate of Asians,
1993-98. 
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Note: Serious violent crime includes rape and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

*7.328.214.310.910.850.121.114.115.072.134.222.5Serious violent crime
*13.264.216.723.013.686.027.329.612.175.333.836.5Simple assault
*5.920.89.77.05.435.712.18.86.033.717.012.6Aggravated assault
*1.4*5.72.72.53.9*7.97.63.78.226.314.57.5Robbery
*0.0*2.31.91.41.5*6.51.41.6*0.8*12.12.72.4Rape or sexual assault

20.593.031.134.024.4136.148.543.827.1147.468.059.1Crimes of violence
Asian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteType of crime

RuralSuburbanUrban
Average annual victimization rates (per 1,000 persons age 12 or older)

Table 6. Average annual violent victimization rates, by urban, suburban, and rural residence, 1993-98

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
Note: Serious violent crime includes rape and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.

*18.974.642.122.412.343.026.814.7Serious violent crime
*21.074.733.426.912.874.329.230.1Simple assault
*16.4*35.721.812.35.528.214.29.0Aggravated assault
*2.6*30.217.18.55.79.210.53.9Robbery
*0.0*8.7*3.11.61.25.62.21.8Rape or sexual assault

39.9149.375.549.225.1117.256.044.8Crimes of violence
Asian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteType of crime

HispanicNon-Hispanic
Average annual victimization rates (per 1,000 persons age 12 or older)

Table 4.  Average annual violent victimization rates, by ethnicity, 1993-98

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

Note: Serious violent crime includes rape and
sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated
assault.

22.232.654.8Asian
107.165.4172.5American Indian
30.129.859.9Black
46.828.275.0White

Divorced/separated

2.9*2.8*5.6*Asian
23.6*7.7*31.2*American Indian

6.87.013.7Black
4.83.48.2White

Widowed

7.66.614.2Asian
40.022.062.0American Indian
13.511.124.7Black
15.37.222.5White

Married

20.920.040.9Asian
100.464.5164.8American Indian
43.741.084.6Black
57.930.087.9White

Never married

Simple
assault

Serious 
violent
crime

Crimes 
of
violence

Average annual victimiza-
tion rates (per 1,000
persons age 12 or older)

Table 5.  Average annual violent
victimization rates, by marital status,
1993-98



Household income

Generally, when considered by income
levels, American Indians experienced
overall violence at the highest rate,
Asians experienced overall violence at
the lowest rate, and blacks and whites
experienced overall violence at similar
rates, 1993-98 (table 7).  Exceptions
include those earning between $15,000
and $24,999 and over $50,000
annually: blacks and American Indians
experienced overall violence at similar
rates.  Expressed as rates per 1,000
persons, blacks were victimized more

than whites among those earning from
$7,500 to $34,999 annually. 

Fewer racial differences emerge for
serious violent crime.  In general,
blacks and American Indians experi-
enced serious violent crime at similar
rates, and their rates were higher than
rates for whites and Asians.

Owned versus rented residence 

Within the “owned housing” group,
American Indians sustained violence at
a rate about twice the per capita rates
for blacks and whites, and 3½ times

the rate for Asians (table 8).  Blacks
were victimized at rates higher than
those for whites, and whites were
victimized overall at rates greater than
those for Asians.  
 
Within the “rented housing” group,
American Indians sustained violence 
at about twice the rate for whites and
blacks, and 5½ times the rate for
Asians.  While there was no measur-
able difference between the rate of
black and white overall victimization,
both groups were victimized at rates
greater than that for Asians, 1993-98.
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Note:  Serious violent crimes include rape and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

15.771.134.828.010.022.019.710.7Serious violent crime
14.092.336.846.412.157.521.923.5Simple assault
7.143.818.116.04.514.910.86.8Aggravated assault
7.117.213.48.44.65.17.92.9Robbery
1.510.13.43.6*0.9*2.01.01.0Rape or sexual assault

29.7163.571.774.422.279.541.634.3Crimes of violence
Asian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteType of crime

RentedOwned
Average annual victimization rates (per 1,000 persons age 12 or older)

Table 8.  Average annual violent victimization rates, by home ownership, 1993-98

Note:  Serious violent crimes include rape and
sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated
assault.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

13.06.719.7Asian
23.0*24.2*47.2*American Indian
38.420.759.1Black
25.010.435.4White

$75,000 or more

12.910.723.5Asian
23.8*27.0*50.8*American Indian
24.719.143.8Black
29.912.542.5White

$50,000-$74,999

9.89.118.9Asian
86.834.4121.2American Indian
26.619.446.0Black
30.314.144.4White

$35,000-$49,999

15.912.928.8Asian
69.441.3110.7American Indian
31.920.652.5Black
31.715.847.5White

$25,000- $34,999

11.113.924.9Asian
51.524.075.5American Indian
30.629.460.0Black
29.817.547.3White

$15,000-$24,999

10.922.433.3Asian
96.276.7172.9American Indian
33.631.064.6Black
33.620.654.1White

$7,500-$14,999

15.317.632.9Asian
97.671.6169.2American Indian
34.740.875.6Black
49.433.182.5White

Less than $7,500

Simple
assault

Serious
violent 
crime

Crimes 
of
violence

Annual 
household 
income and race

Average annual victimiza-
tion rates (per 1,000
persons age 12 or older)

Table 7.  Average annual violent 
victimization rates, by annual 
household income, 1993-98



Victimization trends, 1993-98 

The rate of violent victimization against
whites fell 29%, and that of blacks fell
38%, 1993-98. Over the same period
apparent changes in the victimization
rates of American Indians and Asians
were not significant (figures 2 and 3
and appendix table).   

For whites, in addition to a decline in
rates of overall violence, rates of
specific types of violence decreased
1993-98:  a 44% decline in rape and
sexual assault rates, a 39% decline
in aggravated assault rates, and a 30%
decline in robbery rates.  

For blacks, the rate of all types of
violence except rape and sexual
assault fell 1993-98: a 62% decrease in
robbery rates, a 42% decline in aggra-
vated assault rates, and 30% decline in
simple assault rates.

The rate at which American Indians
sustained overall violence did not
change significantly between 1993 and
1998; however, the rate at which
American Indians experienced serious
violent crime declined slightly, 1993-98.
Declines in rates of overall and serious
violent crime against Asians between
1993 and 1998 were not significant.
Because of a lack of sample cases,
trends of rates for specific types of
crime against Asians and American
Indians were not examined.  

The rate at which non-Hispanic whites,
non-Hispanic blacks and Hispanics
(regardless of race) experienced
overall and serious violence declined
between 1993 and 1998 (figures 4 and
5).  Non-Hispanic whites experienced
violent victimization at rates 27% lower  
in 1998 than in 1993.  Among
non-Hispanic blacks violent victimiza-
tion rates fell 38% from 1993 to 1998,
and among Hispanics, 45%. 

Declines in victimization rates were
more pronounced for serious violent
crime than for violent crime overall.
Hispanics experienced serious violent
crimes at rates 54% lower in 1998 than
in 1993.  Serious violent victimization
rates were 36% lower for white 

non-Hispanics and 47% lower for black
non-Hispanics during this time.

For non-Hispanic American Indians
and Asians there were no measurable
changes in overall and serious violent
victimization rates from 1993 to 1998.  
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Characteristics of the violent crime
event, 1993-98

Time and location 

The largest percentage of violent crime
occurred in open areas for each racial
group (table 9).  Between 1993 and
1998, 27% of Asian, 26% of black,
23% of American Indian, and 20% 
of white victims were victimized in 
an open area.    

Blacks were victimized at their homes 
in percentages similar to American
Indians, and higher than whites 
and Asians.  Blacks were victimized in
commercial locations in lower percent-
ages than other racial groups.  

Whites were victimized in school in
higher percentages (14%) than blacks
and American Indians (11% and 6%)
between 1993-98.  American Indians
were victimized in schools in percent-
ages lower than all other groups. 

Whites, blacks, and Asians were
victimized during the day in similar
percentages.  These percentages are
greater than the percentage of Ameri-
can Indians victimized during the day.
Fifty-two percent of American Indians
were victimized at night.  Slightly more
than 4 in 10 whites (44%), blacks
(44%), and Asians (43%) were victim-
ized at night between 1993-98.
 

Presence of weapons

All violent crime victims were more
likely to face an unarmed than an
armed offender, 1993-98 (table 10).  
Black victims (36%) faced an armed
offender in percentages similar to
those for Asians (32%), and in percent-
ages higher than those for white (24%)
and American Indian (28%) victims. 

Black and Asian victims were more
likely to face an offender with a firearm
than were white and American Indian

victims.  During this time, 18% of black
victims, 14% of Asian victims, 9% of
American Indian victims, and 8% of
white victims faced an offender with 
a firearm. 

Injuries and medical treatment

Most victims of violent crime were not
injured, 1993-98 (table 11).  Seventy-
seven percent of Asian, 76% of white,
71% of black, and 65% of American
Indian victims were uninjured as a
result of violence that they sustained. 
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178,880134,4601,480,9708,298,140
Average annual 
victimizations

5755Don't know
43524444Night (6 p.m. To 6 a.m.)
52%41%51%51%Day (6 a.m. to 6 p.m.)

Time of occurrence

89710Other
27232620Open area 
1261114School
11768Parking lot or garage
1714814Commercial place
514109Friend/neighbor's home

10121411Near victim's home
11%15%18%14%Victim's home

Location of occurrence
AsianAmerican IndianBlackWhite

Percent of victims of violence

Table 9.  Location and time of violent victimization, by race, 1993-98 

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

41,68047,150423,3902,024,220Average annual injured
137,20087,3101,057,5806,273,920Average annual not injured
178,880134,4601,480,9708,298,140Average annual victimizations

0*1*1*2Other locale
2*5*42Emergency, admitted

16181511Emergency, not admitted
3*4*64Not admitted

21272617Hospital 
5*3*66Doctor’s office or clinic

19262117At scene or home
45575441Injured, treated
55434559Injured, not treated

100%100%100%100%Injured

18272220Minor injuries only
2*1*11

Rape or sexual assault without
  additional injury

1*1*10*Internal injuries
0*2*11Knocked unconscious
12*11Broken bones
0*2*21Knife wound
0*0*10*Gunshot wound
3763Serious injury

23%35%29%24%Injured

77%65%71%76%Not injured
Asian American IndianBlack White

Percent of victims of violence

Table 11.  Injuries and treatment as a result of violence, by race of victim, 1993-98

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

178,880134,4601,480,9708,298,140
Average annual
victimizations

108108Don’t know

1*1*11
Type not
  ascertained

81299Other
9686Knife

149188Gun

32283624Weapon
58%65%54%68%No weapon

Asian
American
IndianBlackWhite

Percent of victims of violence

Table 10.  Presence of weapons during violent
crime, by race of victim, 1993-98 



Larger percentages of American
Indians and blacks (35% and 29%)
were injured from violent crime than
were whites and Asians (24% and
23%), 1993-98.

American Indians were seriously
injured in percentages similar to
blacks, slightly higher than those of
Asians, and significantly higher than
those of whites. Serious injuries include
gunshot wounds, knife wounds, rape,
internal injuries, broken bones, and
being knocked unconscious.  

A higher percentage of American
Indians received minor injuries than
whites and Asians.  Blacks sustained  
minor injuries in slightly higher percent-
ages than whites, 1993-98.  Minor
injuries include bruises, cuts,  
scratches, black eyes, swelling, 
and chipped teeth.

Among injured victims, whites and
Asians were less likely to receive 

treatment than were blacks and Ameri-
can Indians.

Reporting victimizations to the police

For blacks and whites between 1993
and 1998, violence against females is
reported to the police in greater
percentages than violence against
males.  There was no difference in the
percentage of violence reported to the
police based on the victim’s gender for
American Indians and Asians.  

Among male victims, violence was
reported in similar percentages across
racial categories.  Among female
victims, violence against blacks (53%)
and American Indians (52%) was
reported to police in similar percent-
ages.  The percentage of violence
against black females reported to the
police was higher than violence against
whites (45%) and Asians (41%).  The
percentage of violence against white

and Asian females reported to the
police was similar.

The reporting of the victimization of
whites has increased significantly from 
40% to 45% between 1993 and 1998,
as determined by a linear trend test
(figure 6).  Apparent changes, 1993 to
1998, in percentage of victimizations
reported to police were not statistically
significant for other racial categories.

Victims’ race and the reasons for not
reporting a victimization to the police
were unrelated, 1993-98.  The primary
reason given for not reporting a victimi-
zation to police was that the incident
was a “private or personal matter,” that
it was minor involving “no loss,” or that
it was “reported to another official”
(table 12).
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414141Asian
465241American Indian
485343Black
42%45%40%White
TotalFemaleMale

Percent of violence reported 
to the police, 1993-98

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

White

American Indian

Asian

Black

Percent of violent victimizations
reported to the police, 1993-98

Figure 6 Note:  Percentages may not total to 100% because respondents could suggest more
than one reason.  In instances where each racial group had less than 4% for a reason,
that reason was included in “other reason given.”
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

20252725Other reason given
73*43Inconvenient
2*5*21Police biased
3*3*43Police inefficient
3*444Protect offender
63*64Lack of proof

42*34Not clear a crime occurred 
7665Afraid of reprisal
81276Police will not bother

16121416Reported to another official
24191821Small/no loss
20%28%23%24%Private or personal matter
Asian American Indian Black White 

Percent of victims of violence

Table 12.  Reasons for not reporting violence to the police, 
by race of victim, 1993-98 
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Intimate partner violence, 1993-98

Between 1993 and 1998, an average
of 1.1 million violent crimes were
committed against persons by their
current or former spouses, boyfriends,
or girlfriends annually.  An average of
87% of this violence, termed intimate
partner violence, was committed
against women.

Between 1993 and 1998 intimate
partner victimization of women differed
by race.  American Indians were
victimized by an intimate at rates
higher than those for all other females
C 23 American Indians per 1,000
persons age 12 or older compared to
11 blacks, 8 whites, and 2 Asians.   
Black females were victimized at
higher rates than white and Asian
females, and white females experi-
enced violence by an intimate at rates
higher than Asians.

Trends in intimate partner violence 

The rate of intimate partner violence
against white females fell significantly
between 1993 and 1998, from 10
victimizations to 8 victimizations per
1,000 women.  

The apparent decline in the rate of
intimate partner violence against black
females as measured by comparing
the 1993 and 1998 rates was not
significant.  Insufficient sample sizes
for American Indian and Asian
females prevented examination of
trends. 

Among white males there was no
discernible trend in the occurrence of
intimate partner violence.  The rate 
in 1998 was similar to the 1993 rate.
There were too few sample cases for
black, American Indian, and Asian
males for estimation of changes in
rates by year. 

Reporting of intimate partner violence 

Intimate partner violence is reported to
police in lower percentages than
violent crime in general.  The
percentage of intimate part-
ner violence against females
reported to police did not
differ by the race of the
victim, 1993-98.  The only
exception was that 66% of
violence by intimates against
black females was reported
to police compared to 51% of
violence against white
females.  The percentage of
violence against white, Asian
(52%), and American Indian
(51%) females reported
between 1993 and 1998 was
similar (not shown in table).

Reasons for not reporting the
victimization were similar
across the victims’ racial

groups, 1993-98.  Violence by
intimates against females was not
reported to police most commonly
because the victim stated it was a
“private or personal matter.”  Other
commonly stated reasons this
violence was not reported to the police
was because the victim “feared repri-
sal” and the victim wished to “protect
the offender.”

For additional information see Intimate Partner
Violence, BJS Special Report, May 2000, 
NCJ 178247, and Violence by Intimates, BJS
Factbook, March 1998, NCJ 167237, available  
on the BJS website.   

Note:  Multiple-offender victimizations are
classified by the most intimate relationship
between the victim and one of the offenders.
There were too few cases of black, Asian, and
American Indian males to provide reliable
estimates for each year.

1.6142,1201998
1.087,3701997
1.196,9401996
1.2104,0501995
1.7146,6101994
1.6136,3801993
1.3713,466Total

RateNumber

White male victims of intimate partner
violence, by year, 1993-98

Note:  Percentages may not total to 100% because
respondents could suggest more than one reason.  “Other
reason given” include responses such as “police ineffec-
tiveness or biased,”  “not clear a crime occurred,” “incon-
venient,” and “reported to another official.”   There were
too few cases of Asians and American Indians to provide
reliable individual year estimates.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

4926,29040147,850
Other reason
  given

5*2,850*621,570
Police will not
  bother

3*1,380*727,500Small/no loss
136,8301245,630Protect offender
1910,3901970,760Afraid of reprisal
36%19,40034%124,210

Private or
  personal matter

Percent
Average
annualPercent

Average
annual

BlackWhite

Female victims of intimate partner
violence

Reasons for not reporting intimate partner
violence to the police, females, 1993-98 

Note:  Multiple-offender victimizations are
classified by the most intimate relationship
between the victim and one of the offenders.
There were too few cases of Asian and
American Indian females to provide reliable
estimates for each year.  

8.7128,6607.7735,0401998
8.9129,6107.4695,9301997

12.3177,5307.3689,1701996
13.3188,5107.8731,8501995
12.5174,4708.8813,6701994
11.9162,6009.8895,0901993
11.2961,3808.14,560,740Total
RateNumberRateNumber

Black White 

Female victims of intimate partner
violence

Female victims of intimate partner
violence, by year, 1993-98 

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

0.3*1.9Asian
4.2*23.2American Indian
2.011.2Black
1.38.1White

MaleFemale 

Average annual rate 
of intimate partner 
violence per 1,000
persons age 12 or
older, 1993-98



Victim-offender characteristics,
1993-98

Victim-offender relationship and gender

Males were victimized by strangers 
at significantly higher percentages than
by nonstrangers regardless of race,
1993-98 (table 13).  When the offender
was someone known to the male
victim, it was most often a friend or
acquaintance. 

American Indian males were more
likely to identify the offender as an
“other relative” than were males of
other races.  “Other relatives” can
include a parent, stepparent, child,
stepchild, brother, sister, or other
related person.  Asian males were
victimized by a stranger at higher
percentages, and by a nonstranger at
lower percentages, than other males.  

Victim-offender relationships among
females differed somewhat across
racial categories.  Black, white, and
American Indian females were more

likely to be victimized by someone they
knew, 1993-98.  Asian females were
equally likely to be victimized by a
stranger or a nonstranger during this
time.

Among females, Asians were less likely
than other races to be victimized by a
nonstranger.  Asians were more likely
than whites and American Indians, and
somewhat more likely than blacks, to
be victimized by a stranger.  Asian
females were less likely than other
females to be victimized by an intimate.
American Indian females were slightly
more likely to say that the offender was
a friend or acquaintance than were
white or black females.

Victim and offender race

Violent crime was primarily intraracial
for black and white victims (table 14).
Sixty-six percent of white victims and
76% of black victims were victimized 
by an offender of the same race,
1993-98 (when the race of the offender
was known).  

Violent crime was primarily interracial
for American Indian and Asian victims.
Fifty-eight percent of the American
Indian victims and 35% of the Asian
victims of violence stated the offender
was white. 

Offenders were identified as black by
10% of the American Indian and 26%
of the Asian victims.  A quarter of
American Indian and about a third of
Asian victims were victimized by an
offender described as “other races.”
Because the NCVS collects data for
offenders whom victims describe as
white, black, and “other race,” it is not
possible to report on American Indian
or Asian offenders separately. 
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*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

Note: Percentages may not total to 100% because of rounding.
Multiple-offender victimizations are classified by the most intimate
relationship between the victim and one of the offenders.

62,34056,640731,4203,518,490Females
116,54077,820749,5504,779,650Males

Average annual
number of violent
victimizations 

2*0*11Relationship unknown
45243433Stranger
36473637Friend/acquaintance

6*5*77Other relative
11242222Intimate
53%76%65%66%Nonstranger

Female

2*1*22Relationship unknown
71585758Stranger
25303534Friend/acquaintance

1*933Other relative
1*332Intimate

27%42%41%40%Nonstranger
Male

Asian 
American 
IndianBlack White 

Relationship
 with offender

Percent of victims of violence

Table 13.  Victim-offender relationship, by gender 
and race of victim, 1993-98 

Note: Percentages may not total to 100% because 
of rounding.

178,880134,4601,480,9708,298,140
Average annual
victimizations

6244Unknown
3433Mixed races

302569Other
26107617Black
35581266White

100%100%100%100%Total
Asian 

American  
Indian BlackWhite

Race of 
offender

Percent of victims of violence

Table 14.  Race of victim, by perceived race of offender,
1993-98 

Further reading or other data

This report and others like it, as well as the original data, are avail-
able on the BJS website, http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov.  Some BJS
reports that include aspects of race in their discussions of crime
include Homicide Trends in the United States: 1998 Update. BJS
Crime Data Brief, March 2000, NCJ 179767; American Indians and
Crime, BJS report, February 1999, NCJ 173386; Criminal Victimiza-
tion 1999, Changes 1998-99 with Trends 1993-99, BJS Bulletin,
August 2000, NCJ 182734; and Intimate Partner Violence, BJS
Special Report, May 2000, NCJ 178247.

See also Michael Hindelang, Michael Gottfredson, and James
Garofalo, Victims of Personal Crimes: An Empirical Foundation 
for a Theory of Personal Victimization, Cambridge, MA: Ballinger,
1978. 



Survey methodology

This Special Report presents data on
rape, sexual assault, robbery, aggra-
vated assault, and simple assault from
the National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS), and data on homicide from
the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting
Program.  The NCVS gathers data on
crimes against persons age 12 or
older, reported and not reported to the
police, from a nationally representative
sample of U.S. households.  The
NCVS provides information about
victims (age, gender, race, ethnicity,
marital status, income, and educational
level), offenders (gender, race,
approximate age, and victim-offender
relations) and the nature of the crime
(time and place of occurrence, use of
weapons, nature of injury, and
economic consequences).  

Between 1993 and 1998 approximately
293,400 households and 574,000
individuals age 12 or older were inter-
viewed.  For the NCVS data presented,
response rates varied between 93%
and 96% of eligible households and
between 89% and 92% of eligible
individuals. 

In some instances the sample size
used to generate an estimate is small.
For instance the sample of Asian
males experiencing intimate partner
violence was fewer than ten for every
year from 1993 through 1998.  While
the estimate is reliable it is also likely
associated with a relatively large

confidence interval and should be
viewed with caution.

Testing trends and annual differences
in violent victimization 

When a statement is made describing
the increase or decrease of a linear
trend, it was tested using a linear trend
test.  This test compares the slope of
the trend to a horizontal line that has a
slope of zero, determining whether the
slope generated from a change in an
estimate differs from a flat trend.  

The linear trend test was conducted as
a regression equation with an
independent variable of time and a
dependent variable of the victimization
rate.  A regression coefficient (b) and
its corresponding standard error (σ) are
computed, and a t-statistic C the ratio
b/σ C is calculated.  If the t-statistic is
greater than 1.96 for a two-tailed test
(or greater than 1.645 for a one-tailed
test), the slope is considered signifi-
cantly different from zero.  If the
t-statistic is greater than 1.645 for a
two-tailed test (or 1.28 for a one-tailed
test), the slope is considered slightly
different from zero.  If the t-statistics
are less than the critical values, the
analyst must conclude that the change
in the estimate did not differ signifi-
cantly from zero and was not statisti-
cally significant.

Standard error computations

Comparisons of percentages and rates
made in this report were tested to
determine if observed differences were
statistically significant.  Differences
described as higher, lower, or different
passed a hypothesis test at the .05
level of statistical significance (95%
confidence level).  The tested differ-
ence was greater than twice the
standard error of that difference.  
For comparisons that were statistically
significant at the 0.10 level (90% confi-
dence level), “somewhat,” “slightly,” or
“marginally” is used to note the nature
of the difference. 

Caution is required when comparing
estimates not explicitly discussed in
this Special Report.  What may appear
to be large differences may not test as
statistically significant at the 95% or the
90% confidence level.  Significance
testing calculations were conducted at
the Bureau of Justice Statistics using
statistical programs developed specifi-
cally for the NCVS by the U.S. Bureau
of the Census.  These programs take
into consideration many aspects of the
complex NCVS sample design when
calculating generalized variance
estimates.
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Note:  Serious violent crimes include rape and sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

11.224.218.712.29.432.822.013.79.653.927.214.6Serious violent crime
11.086.224.125.914.858.428.926.27.958.727.728.2Simple assault
4.7*24.211.17.25.8*19.612.78.33.826.114.28.9Aggravated assault
5.0*0.05.13.7*3.2*8.87.93.94.4*20.410.84.4Robbery

*1.5*0.02.51.4*0.4*4.41.41.6*1.4*7.42.21.4Rape or sexual assault
22.0110.442.838.124.391.250.939.917.5112.655.042.8Crimes of violence

Asian
American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhite

199819971996

13.244.026.614.818.362.334.618.414.749.835.119.8Serious violent crime
12.397.131.131.317.482.930.234.415.458.834.333.7Simple assault
5.231.712.48.78.539.517.511.46.428.219.111.9Aggravated assault
7.0*7.912.64.38.4*12.514.44.97.0*14.113.45.3Robbery

*1.0*4.31.61.7*1.4*10.42.82.1*1.3*7.62.72.5Rape or sexual assault
25.5141.157.646.135.7145.364.852.830.1108.669.353.5Crimes of violence

Asian
American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteAsian

American 
IndianBlackWhiteType of crime

199519941993
Victimization rates (per 1,000 persons age 12 or older)

Appendix table. Victimization rates, by year and race, 1993-98



Definitions

In the NCVS the household respondent
identifies the race of each household
member by choosing from a flashcard.
These categories and their correspond-
ing race defined in this report follow:

Violent acts covered in this report
include murder, rape, sexual assault,
robbery, aggravated assault, and
simple assault.  Overall violent crime is
a combination of each type of crime.
Serious violent crime includes all types
except simple assault: rape/sexual
assault, robbery, and aggravated
assault.  Note that for most tables
homicide was not included in the analy-
ses because data are not available for
Asians and American Indians.  Defini-
tions are as follows:

Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter
are defined as the willful killing of one
human being by another.  

Rape is forced sexual intercourse,
including both psychological coercion
and physical force.  Forced sexual
intercourse means vaginal, anal, or oral
penetration by the offender(s).  This
category includes incidents where the
penetration is from a foreign object
such as a bottle.  Also included are
attempted rapes, male and female
victims, and heterosexual and
homosexual rape.

Sexual assault covers a wide range of
victimizations distinct from rape or
attempted rape.  These crimes include
completed or attempted attacks gener-
ally involving unwanted sexual contact
between the victim and offender.
Sexual assaults may or may not involve
force and include such things as
grabbing or fondling.  Sexual assault
also includes verbal threats. 

Robbery is a completed or attempted
theft directly from a person, of property
or cash by force or threat of force, with
or without a weapons, and with or
without an injury.  

Aggravated assault is defined as a
completed or attempted attack with a
weapon, regardless of whether or not
an injury occurred, and an attack
without a weapon in which the victim 
is seriously injured.  

Simple assault is an attack without a
weapon resulting either in no injury,
minor injury (such as bruises, black 
eyes, cuts, scratches or swelling) or an
undetermined injury requiring less than
2 days of hospitalization.  Simple
assaults also include attempted
assaults without a weapon.
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AsianPacific Islander (Filipino,
Hawaiian, Guamian,
Samoan, and other Asian)

AsianAsian (Japanese, Chinese,
Korean, Asian Indian,
Vietnamese, and other
Asian)

American IndianEskimo
American IndianAleut
American IndianAmerican Indian
BlackBlack
WhiteWhite
Report categoryFlashcard category


