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In 2010, approximately 2.8 million children, representing 
3.9% of all children age 17 or younger living in U.S. 
households, lived in a household in which at least one 

member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal 
violent victimizations during the year (figure 1). This 
was a decline from 1993, when an estimated 8.7 million 
children, or 12.6% of all children age 17 or younger, lived 
in a household that experienced a violent victimization. 
The decline in the number of children living in a household 
in which at least one member experienced violent crime 
corresponds with the decline in overall violent victimization 
during the same period.

The statistics in this report were developed from the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics’ (BJS) National Crime Victimization 
Survey (NCVS), which annually collects information on 
nonfatal victimizations against persons age 12 or older, 
reported and not reported to the police, from a nationally 
representative sample of U.S. households. This report focuses 
on children living in households in which at least one 
member age 12 or older was the victim of a nonfatal violent 
crime during a given year. As defined in the NCVS, nonfatal 
violent victimizations include rape, sexual assault, robbery, 
aggravated assault, and simple assault. The NCVS does not 
measure homicide. The NCVS defines a household as a 
group of members who all reside at a sampled address. These 
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HIGHLIGHTS
�� In 2010, an estimated 2.8 million children lived in a 
household in which at least one member age 12 or older 
experienced violent crime. This represents 3.9% of all 
children age 17 or younger living in U.S. households.

�� The number of children living in households that 
experienced violent crime was about 6 million fewer in 2010 
than in 1993.

�� During 2010, about 1.6 million children ages 0 to 11 and 
1.2 million children ages 12 to 17 lived in a household in 
which at least one member age 12 or older was the victim 
of violent crime during the year.

�� A smaller percentage of children ages 0 to 11 (3.4%) than 
children ages 12 to 17 (4.9%) lived in a household that 
experienced violent crime during 2010.

�� A greater percentage of children lived in households that 
experienced simple assault (2.6%), compared to serious 
violent crime (1.6%).

�� Among households with children in 2010, violent crime was 
most prevalent in households consisting of one adult with 
one child (6.5%) and households headed by a nonmarried 
adult (6.3%). 

�� Violent crime was greatest among households with children 
that had an annual income of less then $15,000 (7.0%) and 
in urban areas (4.5%).

Prevalence of Violent Crime among 
Households with Children, 1993-2010

Figure 1
Number of children living in households in which at least one 
member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal 
violent victimizations, by age, 1993–2010

*Due to methodological changes in the 2006 NCVS, use caution when comparing 
2006 estimates to other years. See Criminal Victimization, 2007, NCJ 224390, 
BJS website, December 2008, for more information.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1993–2010.
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members may be family or nonrelatives, as well as children 
or adults. Households with children are classified into three 
distinct types—households with one or more children ages 
0 to 11 only, households with one or more children ages 12 
to 17 only, and households with at least one child age 0 to 11 
and one child age 12 to 17.

This report measures violent crime involving members of a 
household as victims, and reports on the annual prevalence 
of that violent crime among U.S. households with children 
from 1993 to 2010. The prevalence rate is the percentage of 
unique households in which at least one member age 12 or 
older experienced a violent victimization in a given year, 
regardless of the number or frequency of victimizations 
or the different types of victimizations those households 
experienced. The prevalence rate differs from the incident-
based violent victimization rates commonly reported in 
statistics developed from the NCVS. (For more information, 
see Metholodogy.) 

This report describes the prevalence of violent 
victimization among the nation’s households and also 
presents estimates of the number of children living in a 
victimized household. These estimates were developed 
as an indicator of the extent to which children have 
direct and indirect exposure to violent victimization. 
The victimization of one household member is assumed 
to affect all other members of the household either 
emotionally, financially, or logistically.

Data on nonfatal violent victimizations experienced by 
households were disaggregated by whether children lived 
in the household and by the location of the violent crime 
(i.e., inside the home or outside the home). These analyses, 
however, did not indicate if any children age 17 or younger 
living in victimized households were present during the 
violence, witnessed the violent crime, or were offenders 
involved in the violent crime. The data also did not provide 
information on the direct victimization of children ages  
0 to 11. The prevalence measure, therefore, could not include 
households in which only children ages 0 to 11 were victims 
of violent crime and no other household members were 
victims of violent crime. For more information about the 
data, see Methodology.

Children in households with violent crime

About 6 million fewer children lived in a household that 
experienced violent crime in 2010, compared to 1993

The number of children age 17 or younger living in a 
household in which at least one member age 12 or older 
experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations in 
a given year declined by 68.2% from 8.7 million in 1993 to 
2.8 million in 2010 (table 1). During this 18-year period, 
the decline among children ages 0 to 11 was 66.9%, and the 
decline among children ages 12 to 17 was 69.7%. Most of the 
decline occurred from 1993 to 2001. Over the 10-year period 
from 2001 to 2010, the number of children ages 0 to 11 
living in a household in which a member age 12 or older was 
a victim of violent crime declined by 31.3% (from 2.3 million 
in 2001 to 1.6 million in 2010), while the number of children 
ages 12 to 17 living in a victimized household declined by 
44.4% (from 2.1 million in 2001 to 1.2 million in 2010).

Table 1 
Children living in households in which at least one member 
age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent 
victimizations, by age, 1993–2010

Number (in millions) Percent change
1993 2001 2010 1993–2010 1993–2001 2001–2010

All children 8.7 4.4 2.8 -68.2%† -49.1%† -37.5%†
Age

0–11 4.8 2.3 1.6 -66.9† -51.8† -31.3†
12–17 3.8 2.1 1.2 -69.7† -45.6† -44.4†

Note: Data do not indicate whether the children living in households were 
present during the violent crime or witnessed the violent crime.
†Significant at 95%.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1993–2010.
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In 2010, 3.9% of children in U.S. households lived in a 
household that experienced violent crime

About 70.5 million children age 17 or younger lived in U.S. 
households in 2010 (table 2). An estimated 3.9% of these 
children (2.8 million) lived in a household in which at least 
one member age 12 or older was the victim of one or more 
nonfatal violent crimes. While a greater number of children 
ages 0 to 11 (1.6 million) than children ages 12 to 17 (1.2 
million) lived in a victimized household in 2010, a smaller 
percentage of children ages 0 to 11 (3.4%) than children 
ages 12 to 17 (4.9%) lived in households that experienced 
violent crime.

In 2010, more children lived in a household in which 
at least one member age 12 or older experienced the 
victimization outside the home (1.7 million or 2.4%), 
compared to inside the home (1.2 million or 1.7%). An 
estimated 0.2% of all children lived in a household that 
experienced violent crime both inside the home and 
outside the home (not shown in table).

Comparable percentages of children ages 0 to 11 (1.6%) 
and ages 12 to 17 (1.8%) lived in households where a 
violent crime occurred inside the home. However, a greater 
percentage of children ages 12 to 17 (3.3%) than children 
ages 0 to 11 (2.0%) lived in households in which violent 
crime took place outside the home. These patterns remained 
true regardless of whether the victimization was a serious 
violent crime or simple assault.

About 1.1 million children lived in a household that 
experienced serious violent crime in 2010 

More children lived in households that experienced simple 
assault (1.8 million or 2.6%) than in households that 
experienced serious violent crime (1.1 million or 1.6%). This 
pattern held regardless of the children’s ages or whether the 
victimization was a serious violent crime or simple assault. 
An estimated 0.2% of all children lived in a household in 
which one or more members experienced both a serious 
violent crime and simple assault in 2010 (not shown in 
table).

Table 2
Children living in households in which at least one household member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal 
violent victimizations, by location, type of violent crime, and age, 2010

Location and type of violent crime
All children Ages 0–11 Ages 12–17

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Any violent crime inside or outside the home 2,763,860 3.9% 1,603,990 3.4% 1,159,870 4.9%

Serious violent crimea 1,100,040 1.6 648,550 1.4 451,500 1.9
Simple assault 1,826,280 2.6 1,038,790 2.2 787,500 3.3

Any violent crime inside the homeb 1,179,850 1.7% 750,980 1.6% 428,870 1.8%
Serious violent crimea 433,350 0.6 268,980 0.6 164,360 0.7
Simple assault 807,680 1.1 520,550 1.1 287,140 1.2

Any violent crime outside the homec 1,699,210 2.4% 920,940 2.0% 778,260 3.3%
Serious violent crimea 669,760 0.9 382,630 0.8 287,130 1.2
Simple assault 1,093,910 1.6 560,540 1.2 533,370 2.3

All children living in U.S. households 70,538,090 47,016,520 23,521,570
Note: Detail may not sum to total because one or more household members may experience at least one violent crime inside the home and one outside the home, 
or both a serious violent crime and simple assault. Data do not indicate whether children living in households were present during the violent crime or witnessed the 
violent crime.
aIncludes rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.
bIncludes victimizations that occurred in, at, or near the victim’s home.
cIncludes any victimizations that occurred somewhere other than in, at, or near the victim’s home.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.
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The percentage of children living in a household that 
experienced violent crime declined by 68.9% from 1993 to 
2010

The percentage of children living in victimized households 
declined from 12.6% in 1993 to 3.9% in 2010 (figure 2). 
Over the 18-year study period, the percentage of children 
ages 12 to 17 who lived in households in which a member 
age 12 or older was the victim of one or more violent crimes 
declined from 17.8% to 4.9%. Among children ages 0 to 11, 
the percentage living in households experiencing violent 
crime declined from 10.2% to 3.4%. 

Households experiencing violent crime

From 1993 to 2010, the percentage of households with 
children in which a member was a violent crime victim 
declined by 69.2%

In 1993, children lived in 36.5 million U.S. households (not 
in figure). In 11.8% of these households, at least one member  
age 12 or older was the victim of one or more violent crimes 
(figure 3). By 2010, that percentage had declined to 3.6% of 

the 38.0 million U.S. households with children, representing 
a 69.2% decrease in the percentage of victimized households 
over the 18-year period. Households without children 
experienced a similar decline (64.1%) in the percentage that 
experienced violent crime, from 5.1% of the 63.3 million 
households in 1993 to 1.8% of the 84.9 million households 
in 2010.

Households with children were twice as likely as households 
without children to experience violent crime

In 2010, the overall percentage of households in which at 
least one member age 12 or older experienced one or more 
nonfatal violent victimizations was higher in households 
with children (3.6%) than households without children 
(1.8%). This pattern was also true for all previous years from 
1993 to 2009. Each year from 1993 to 2010, the percentage of 
households with children in which at least one member age 
12 or older was the victim of violent crime was about twice 
the percentage of households without children.  

Figure 3
Percent of households in which at least one member age 
12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent 
victimizations, by whether children lived in the household, 
1993–2010 
Percent
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*Due to methodological changes in the 2006 NCVS, use caution when 
comparing 2006 estimates to other years. See Criminal Victimization, 2007, 
NCJ 224390, BJS website, December 2008, for more information.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1993–2010.

Figure 2
Percent of children living in households in which at least one 
member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal 
violent victimizations, by age, 1993–2010
Percent
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*Due to methodological changes in the 2006 NCVS, use caution when 
comparing 2006 estimates to other years. See Criminal Victimization, 2007, 
NCJ 224390, BJS website, December 2008, for more information.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1993–2010.
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Among victimized households with children from 1993 to 
2010, declines were similar across all children’s age groups

Among the three types of households with children—those 
with children 0 to 11 only, those with children ages 12 to 
17 only, or those with children in both age groups—all 
experienced a decline in violent crime from 1993 to 2010. 
The magnitude of the decline from 1993 to 2001 was similar 
for all three household types. From 2001 to 2010, however, 
households with children ages 0 to 11 only experienced 
a smaller decline in violent crime than households with 
children ages 12 to 17 only.

The percentage of households with children ages 0 to 11 
only in which at least one household member age 12 or 
older experienced a nonfatal violent victimization declined 
from 7.8% in 1993 to 3.8% in 2001, and then to 2.9% in 
2010 (table 3). The percentage of households with children 
ages 12 to 17 only that experienced violent crime also 
declined by about half (51.8%), from 16.3% in 1993 to 
7.8% in 2001. Unlike households with children ages 0 to 11 
only, the decline for households with children ages 12 to 17 
continued at nearly the same pace (47.4%) through 2010, 
falling to 4.1%. Households with children in both age groups 

experienced a similar pattern of decline as households 
with children ages 12 to 17 only. The magnitude of decline 
in violent crime among households without children was 
statistically similar to the decline from 1993 to 2010 among 
households with children, as well as the shorter periods from 
1993 to 2001, and from 2001 to 2010.

Violent crime was more prevalent in households with  
children ages 12 to 17 (4.1%) than with children ages  
0 to 11 (2.9%)

In 2010, violent crime was about twice as prevalent in 
households with children (3.6%) than households without 
children (1.8%) (table 4). Among the three types of 
households with children, both types of households in 
which children ages 12 to 17 lived experienced statistically 
similar rates of violent crime, regardless of whether the 
victimization was serious violent crime or simple assault. 
Moreover, households with children ages 12 to 17 only 
(4.1%) and households with children in both age groups 
(5.0%) experienced higher rates of violent crime than 
households with children ages 0 to 11 only (2.9%). The same 
pattern was also found in household prevalence rates for 
serious violent crime and simple assault.

Table 3 
Type of households in which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
1993–2010 

Percent Percent change
Type of household 1993 2001 2010 1993–2010 1993–2001 2001–2010

All households 7.5% 3.8% 2.4% -68.4%† -49.6%† -37.3%†
Households with children 11.8% 5.8% 3.6% -69.2%† -50.7%† -37.4%†

Ages 0–11 only 7.8 3.8 2.9 -62.8† -51.3† -23.7†
Ages 12–17 only 16.3 7.8 4.1 -74.7† -51.8† -47.4†
Both* 17.7 8.7 5.0 -71.7† -50.6† -42.7†

Households without children 5.1% 2.7% 1.8% -64.1%† -46.2%† -33.3%†
Note: Data do not indicate whether children living in households were present during the violent crime or witnessed the violent crime.
*Includes households with at least one child age 0 to 11 and at least one child age 12 to 17.
†Significant at 95%.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1993–2010.

Table 4
Households in which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
by type of household and type of violent crime, 2010

Total  
households

Total violent crime Serious violent crime Simple assault
Type of household Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All households 122,885,160 2,931,620 2.4% 1,172,190 1.0% 1,882,590 1.5%
Households with children 37,970,260 1,383,500 3.6% 560,970 1.5% 896,060 2.4%

Ages 0–11 only 20,302,430 587,110 2.9 228,850 1.1 379,540 1.9
Ages 12–17 only 10,008,220 412,870 4.1 172,170 1.7 266,540 2.7
Both* 7,659,610 383,520 5.0 159,950 2.1 249,980 3.3

Households without children 84,914,890 1,548,120 1.8% 611,220 0.7% 986,530 1.2%
Note: Detail may not sum to total because one or more household members may experience both a serious violent crime and simple assault. Data do not indicate 
whether children living in households were present during the violent crime or witnessed the violent crime. 
*Includes households with at least one child age 0 to 11 and at least one child age 12 to 17.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.
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About 4 in 10 victimized households with children 
experienced at least one violent crime inside the home in 
2010

Among the 1.4 million households with children in which 
at least one member age 12 or older was the victim of one 
or more violent crimes in 2010, a greater percentage of 
households had crime that occurred outside the home 
(62.4%) than inside the home (41.2%) (table 5). This pattern 
was similar among households with children ages 12 to 17 
only and households with both children ages 0 to 11 and 
children ages 12 to 17. Among households with children 
ages 0 to 11 only, the percentage of households experiencing 
violent victimization inside the home and outside the home 
was similar. In the estimated 587,000 victimized households 
with children ages 0 to 11 only, nearly half had violent 
crimes that occurred inside the home (47.7%) and about half 
had crimes that occurred outside the home (56.6%).

Of households with children in which a member experienced 
serious violent crime in 2010, more than  a third experienced 
the crime inside the home

Of the estimated 561,000 households with children in which 
at least one member age 12 or older experienced serious 
violent crime in 2010, 36.6% had a serious violent crime 
that took place inside the home. Similarly, of the 896,000 
households with children in which a household member 
experienced simple assault, 43.8% of these households 
experienced the simple assault inside the home. Victimized 
households with children experienced serious violent crime 
inside the home and simple assault inside the home at 
similar percentages, with one exception. Among households 
with children ages 0 to 11 only, a smaller percentage 
experienced serious violent crime (35.7%) than simple 
assault (55.2%) inside the home.

Table 5 
Households in which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
by type of household, type of violent crime, and location, 2010

Total number of households 
experiencing violent crime

Violent crime occurred 
inside the homea

Violent crime occurred 
outside the homeb

Type of household and violent crime Number Percent Number Percent
All households experiencing violent crime 2,931,620 1,162,520 39.7% 1,851,810 63.2%

Households with children 1,383,500 570,130 41.2 863,160 62.4
Ages 0–11 only 587,110 280,230 47.7 332,520 56.6
Ages 12–17 only 412,870 129,040 31.3 291,670 70.6
Bothc 383,520 160,860 41.9 238,970 62.3

Households without children 1,548,120 592,390 38.3 988,650 63.9
All households experiencing serious violent crimed 1,172,190 460,370 39.3% 717,260 61.2%

Households with children 560,970 205,370 36.6 358,660 63.9
Ages 0–11 only 228,850 81,640 35.7 150,270 65.7
Ages 12–17 only 172,170 55,550 32.3 116,620 67.7
Bothc 159,950 68,180 42.6 91,770 57.4

Households without children 611,220 255,000 41.7 358,600 58.7

All households experiencing simple assault 1,882,590 749,890 39.8% 1,190,510 63.2%
Households with children 896,060 392,250 43.8 540,550 60.3

Ages 0–11 only 379,540 209,490 55.2 189,780 50.0
Ages 12–17 only 266,540 79,580 29.9 194,800 73.1
Bothc 249,980 103,190 41.3 155,980 62.4

Households without children 986,530 357,640 36.3 649,960 65.9
Note: Detail may not sum to total because one or more household members may experience at least one violent crime inside the home and one outside the home, 
or both a serious violent crime and simple assault. Data do not indicate whether children living in households were present during the violent crime or witnessed the 
violent crime.
aIncludes victimizations that occurred in, at, or near the victim’s home.
bIncludes victimizations that occurred somewhere other than in, at, or near the victim’s home.
cIncludes households with at least one child age 0 to 11 and at least one child age 12 to 17.
dIncludes rape, sexual assault, robbery, and aggravated assault.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.
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Among households with children, violent crime was most 
prevalent in households with one adult and one child (6.5%) 
and households headed by a nonmarried adult (6.3%)

In general, the percentage of households in 2010 in which 
at least one household member was a victim of violent 
crime increased as the number of children in the household 
increased. About 3.4% of households with 1 or 2 children 
experienced violent crime (table 6). These households 
comprised about 80% of all households with children. In 
comparison, among the 1.8% of households with 5 or more 
children, the prevalence of violent crime was 6.8%.

Households consisting of one adult and one child accounted 
for 8.4% of all U.S. households with children in 2010. The 
prevalence of violent crime among these households (6.5%) 
was higher than the prevalence of violent crime among 
households with children that had 3 or 4 persons (2.9%) or 
those with 5 or more persons (4.5%). Additionally, a third 
of all households with children were headed by nonmarried 
adults. Among these households, 6.3% had at least one 
household member age 12 or older who was a violent 
crime victim. In comparison, the remaining two-thirds of 
households with children were headed by married adults, 
but the prevalence of violent crime among these households 
was lower (2.3%).

Table 6
Percent of households in which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
by type of household and household composition, 2010

All U.S. households Households experiencing violent crime
Household composition Total With children Without children Total With children Without children

All households 100% 100% 100% 2.4% 3.6% 1.8%
Number of children

1 43.4% 43.4% ~% 3.4% 3.4% ~%
2 36.4 36.4 ~ 3.3 3.3 ~
3 or 4 18.4 18.4 ~ 4.6 4.6 ~
5 or more 1.8 1.8 ~ 6.8 6.8 ~

Household size
1 28.9% ~% 41.9% 1.7% ~% 1.7%
2 34.8 8.4 46.7 2.0 6.5 1.7
3 or 4 27.6 65.2 10.7 2.8 2.9 2.6
5 or more 8.7 26.4 0.7 4.6 4.5 6.0

Family structure
Nonmarried 51.5% 33.3% 59.6% 3.1% 6.3% 2.3%
Married 48.5 66.7 40.4 1.7 2.3 1.2

Note: See appendix table 1 for the population distribution of households by household composition.
~Not applicable.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.
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Among households with children, violent crime was most 
prevalent in households with lower incomes and in urban 
areas

The prevalence of violent crime in households with children 
generally declined as household income increased. In 2010, 
about 7.9% of U.S. households with children had an annual 
income of less than $15,000 (table 7). Of these households, 
7.0% had at least one member who was the victim of one 
or more violent crimes. In comparison, of the 24.3% of 
households with children in which a member had an annual 
income of $75,000 or more, an estimated 2.1% experienced 
violent victimization against a household member. 

In urban areas, households with children accounted 
for 30.8% of all households with children, and those in 
suburban areas accounted for an additional 53.5%. In urban 
areas, approximately 4.5% of the households with children 
had at least one household member who was the victim of 
violent crime in 2010. In comparison, a smaller percentage 
of households with children in suburban areas experienced 
violent crime (3.2%). 

Among households with children, 14.0% were headed by 
a black adult and 61.4% were headed by a white adult. The 
percentage of households with children in which at least 
one member was a victim of violent crime was larger among 
households headed by a black adult (4.9%), compared to 
those headed by a white adult (3.4%).

Table 7 
Percent of households in which at least one household member age 12 or older experienced a nonfatal violent victimization, 
by type of household and household characteristic, 2010

All U.S. households Households experiencing violent crime
Household characteristic Total With children Without children Total With children Without children

All households 100% 100% 100% 2.4% 3.6% 1.8%
Household income

Less than $15,000 9.3% 7.9% 10.0% 4.6% 7.0% 3.8%
$15,000–$24,999 8.2 7.8 8.5 3.2 5.4 2.3
$25,000–$34,999 8.4 8.2 8.5 2.7 4.4 2.0
$35,000–$49,999 10.9 11.1 10.8 2.7 4.4 1.9
$50,000–$74,999 11.8 12.8 11.4 2.4 3.7 1.8
$75,000 or more 18.8 24.3 16.4 1.8 2.1 1.6
Unknown 32.4 28.0 34.4 1.7 3.1 1.2

Urbanicity
Urban 33.0% 30.8% 33.9% 3.1% 4.5% 2.6%
Suburban 50.8 53.5 49.6 2.0 3.2 1.5
Rural 16.2 15.7 16.5 2.0 3.6 1.3

Race of head of household
White* 70.5% 61.4% 74.5% 2.1% 3.4% 1.6%
Black* 12.7 14.0 12.1 3.2 4.9 2.2
Hispanic 0.5 0.5 0.5 3.1 4.0 2.3
American Indian or 
  Alaskan Native* 4.0 5.1 3.6 6.0 5.3 ! 6.3
Asian or Pacific 
  Islander* 0.9 0.8 0.9 1.6 1.4 ! 1.7
Two or more races* 11.4 18.1 8.4 6.9 5.6 ! 7.4

Note: See appendix table 2 for the population distribution of households by household characteristic.
*Excludes persons of Hispanic or Latino origin.
! Interpret with caution. Estimate based on 10 or fewer sample cases, or coefficient of variation is greater than 50%.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.
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Methodology

Survey coverage

The National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) is an 
annual data collection conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau 
for the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS). The NCVS is a 
self-report survey in which interviewed persons are asked 
about the number and characteristics of victimizations 
experienced during the prior six months. The NCVS 
collects information on nonfatal personal crimes (rape or 
sexual assault, robbery, aggravated and simple assault, and 
personal larceny) and household property crimes (burglary, 
motor vehicle theft, and other theft) both reported and not 
reported to police. In addition to providing annual level and 
change estimates on criminal victimization, the NCVS is 
the primary source of information on the nature of criminal 
victimization incidents. Survey respondents provide 
information about themselves (such as age, sex, race and 
ethnicity, marital status, education level, and income) and 
whether they experienced a victimization. Information are 
collected for each victimization incident about the offender 
(such as age, race and ethnicity, sex, and victim–offender 
relationship), characteristics of the crime (including time 
and place of occurrence, use of weapons, nature of injury, 
and economic consequences), whether the crime was 
reported to police, reasons why the crime was or was not 
reported, and experiences with the criminal justice system.

The NCVS is administered to persons age 12 or older from 
a nationally representative sample of households in the 
United States. The NCVS defines a household as a group of 
members who all reside at a sampled address. Persons are 
considered household members when the sampled address is 
their usual place of residence at the time of the interview and 
when they have no usual place of residence elsewhere. Once 
selected, households remain in the sample for 3 years, and 
eligible persons in these households are interviewed every 
six months for a total of seven interviews. New households 
rotate into the sample on an ongoing basis to replace 
outgoing households that have been in sample for the 
3-year period. The sample includes persons living in group 
quarters, such as dormitories, rooming houses, and religious 
group dwellings, and excludes persons living in military 
barracks and institutional settings, such as correctional or 
hospital facilities, and the homeless. (For more detail, see the 
Survey Methodology for Criminal Victimization in the United 
States, 2008, NCJ 231173, BJS website, May 2011.) 

In 2010, about 41,000 households and 73,300 individuals age 
12 or older were interviewed for the NCVS. Each household 
was interviewed twice during the year. The response rate was 
92.3% of households and 87.5% of eligible individuals. 

Victimizations that occurred outside of the U.S. were 
excluded from this report. From 1993 to 2010, 1,657 (0.8%) 
of the total 197,849 unweighted victimizations occurred 
outside of the U.S.

Weighting adjustments for estimating 
household victimization

Estimates in this report use data from the 1993 to 2010 
NCVS data files. These files can be weighted to produce 
annual estimates of victimization for persons age 12 or older 
living in U.S. households. Because the NCVS relies on a 
sample rather than a census of the entire U.S. population, 
weights are designed to inflate sample point estimates to 
known population totals and to compensate for survey 
nonresponse and other aspects of the sample design.

The NCVS data files include both person and household 
weights. Person weights provide an estimate of the 
population represented by each person in the sample. 
Household weights provide an estimate of the U.S. 
household population represented by each household in the 
sample. Both household and person weights, after proper 
adjustment, are also typically used to form the denominator 
in calculations of crime rates.

Annual victimization estimates are derived by accumulating 
estimates across the two six-month interview periods. The 
weights of all crimes reported during interviews in that 
year are summed, regardless of when the crime occurred. 
This method provides annual estimates of victimization, the 
typical measure reported from NCVS analyses. This report, 
however, measures the prevalence of violent victimization 
among U.S. households. This prevalence estimate is a 
measure of the number of unique households in which at 
least one member age 12 or older experienced a violent 
victimization in a given year, regardless of the number 
or frequency of victimizations or the different types of 
victimizations those household members experienced. 
For example, if a household had three members, and one 
member was a victim of aggravated assault during the year, 
another member was a victim of robbery during the year, 
and the remaining member had no victimization during 
the year, the household would be counted only once in the 
prevalence rate as having been victimized by overall violent 
crime.

The NCVS does not measure direct victimization of children 
ages 0 to 11. The prevalence estimates of nonfatal violent 
victimization experienced by household members living 
with children ages 0 to 11 is likely an underestimate, as there 
may be victims ages 0 to 11 living in households in which 
no other person age 12 or older reported a victimization. 
These households are not included in the numerator of the 
nonfatal violent crime household prevalence estimates.
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Household victimization weights were constructed to 
ensure that a household in which at least one member 
experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations in 
both six-month periods in a given year was counted only 
once in that annual prevalence estimate. If a household 
experienced a violent victimization in just one of the six-
month periods, the household victimization weight was set 
equal to the sample household weight representative of the 
national household population at the time of the interview. 
If a household experienced a violent victimization in both 
six-month periods, the household victimization weight was 
set equal to half of this weight, so that these households 
would not represent twice the number of U.S. households in 
that year. From 1993 to 2010, households that experienced 
violent crime in both six-month periods in a given year 
represented about 0.2% of all households and 3.7% of all 
victimized households. See figure 4 for the trend in the 
prevalence of nonfatal violent crime among U.S. households 
for each six-month period from 1993 to 2010.

Persons living at a sampled address may also change over 
the course of the three-year interview period, as one set of 
household members moves out and another set moves in. 
For these replacement households, it may not be appropriate 
to divide the weight in half, if there are different people 
in each six-month period. Analyses were conducted to 
investigate the impact of replacement household members 
on the annual household prevalence estimates. Of all the 
households in which at least one member age 12 or older 
experienced a nonfatal violent victimization from 1993 to 
2010, an estimated 0.3% experienced violent crime in both 
six-month periods in a given year and were not the same 
set of household members in both sample periods. The 
household victimization weight was adjusted to account for 
this 0.3% of households, but the impact on the estimates was 

negligible. Given the imprecision of matching households 
across the sample period and the negligible impact on the 
household victimization estimates, the original construction 
of the household victimization weight was used.

Weighting adjustments for estimating the 
number of children living in victimized 
households 

The NCVS collects data on the number of children ages 
0 to 11 and ages 12 to 17 living in U.S. households. This 
report used these measures to develop weights to estimate 
the overall number of children living in households and the 
number of children living in households that experienced 
violent crime.

The weight for the total number of children living in 
households—the denominator used to calculate the 
prevalence of children living in households that experienced 
violent crime—was calculated by taking the number 
of children in the household (age 17 or younger) and 
multiplying by the household weight for the year. For 2010, 
the NCVS estimate for the number of children age 17 or 
younger living in households, calculated using this weight, 
was about 70 million. That estimate is comparable to the 
2010 U.S. Census Bureau estimate of about 74 million 
children. The weight for the number of children living in 
households that experienced violent crime—the numerator 
for the prevalence estimates—was calculated by taking the 
number of children in the household and multiplying by the 
household victimization weight previously described.

Several data limitations are important to recognize. 
Estimates of both household victimization prevalence and 
the prevalence of children living in victimized households 
take into account only violent crime experienced by 

Figure 4
Percent of households in which at least one household member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal violent 
vicitmizations in a 6-month period, 1993–2010 

*Due to methodological changes in the 2006 NCVS, use caution when comparing 2006 estimates to other years. See Criminal Victimization, 2007, NCJ 224390, 
BJS website, December 2008, for more information.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 1993–2010.
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household members age 12 or older. Because the NCVS 
provides an overall count of children ages 0 to 11 in the 
household, however, households can be disaggregated based 
on the age of children in the households. Some victimization 
differences between households with younger children and 
households with older children may be attributed to the 
NCVS capturing only the direct victimization of children 
ages 12 to 17 and not children ages 0 to 11.

Standard error computations

When national estimates are derived from a sample, as 
is the case with the NCVS, caution must be taken when 
comparing one estimate to another estimate or when 
comparing estimates over time. Although one estimate may 
be larger than another, estimates based on a sample have 
some degree of sampling error. The sampling error of an 
estimate depends on several factors, including the amount 
of variation in the responses, the size of the sample, and the 
size of the subgroup for which the estimate is computed. 
When the sampling error around the estimates is taken into 
consideration, the estimates that appear different may, in 
fact, not be statistically different.

One measure of the sampling error associated with an 
estimate is the standard error. The standard error can vary 
from one estimate to the next. In general, for a given metric, 
an estimate with a smaller standard error provides a more 
reliable approximation of the true value than an estimate 
with a larger standard error. Estimates with relatively large 
standard errors are associated with less precision and 
reliability and should be interpreted with caution.

In order to generate standard errors around numbers and 
estimates from the NCVS, the Census Bureau produces 
generalized variance function (GVF) parameters for BJS. 
The GVFs take into account aspects of the NCVS complex 
sample design and represent the curve fitted to a selection of 
individual standard errors based on the Jackknife Repeated 
Replication technique. The GVF parameters were used to 
generate standard errors for each point estimate (such as 
counts, percentages, and rates) in the report. 

In this report, BJS conducted tests to determine whether 
differences in estimated numbers and percentages were 
statistically significant once sampling error was taken into 
account. Using statistical programs developed specifically 
for the NCVS, all comparisons in the text were tested for 
significance. The primary test procedure used was Student’s 
t-statistic, which tests the difference between two sample 
estimates. To ensure that the observed differences between 
estimates were larger than might be expected due to 
sampling variation, the significance level was set at the 95% 
confidence level. 

Data users can use the estimates and the standard errors of 
the estimates provided in this report to generate a confidence 
interval around the estimate as a measure of the margin of 
error. The following example illustrates how standard errors 
can be used to generate confidence intervals:

According to the NCVS, in 2010, 3.9% of all children age 
17 or younger lived in a household in which at least one 
member age 12 or older was the victim of one or more 
nonfatal violent crimes (see table 2). Using the GVFs, BJS 
determined that the estimate has a standard error of 0.2% 
(see appendix table 5). A confidence interval around the 
estimate was generated by multiplying the standard errors 
by ±1.96 (the t-score of a normal, two-tailed distribution 
that excludes 2.5% at either end of the distribution). Thus, 
the confidence interval around the 3.9% estimate from 2010 
is equal to 3.9% ± .39% (0.2% X 1.96) or 3.51% to 4.29%. In 
others words, if different samples using the same procedures 
were taken from the U.S. population in 2010, 95% of the 
time the percentage of all children that lived in a victimized 
household would fall between 3.51% and 4.29%. 

In this report, BJS also calculated a coefficient of variation 
(CV) for all estimates, representing the ratio of the standard 
error to the estimate. CVs provide a measure of reliability 
and a means to compare the precision of estimates across 
measures with differing levels or metrics. In cases where the 
CV was greater than 50%, or the unweighted sample had 
10 or fewer cases, the estimate was noted with a “!” symbol 
(interpret data with caution; estimate based on 10 or fewer 
sample cases, or the coefficient of variation exceeds 50%).

Methodological changes to the NCVS in 2006

Methodological changes implemented in 2006 may have 
affected the crime estimates for that year to such an extent 
that they are not comparable to estimates from other years. 
Evaluation of 2007 and later data from the NCVS conducted 
by BJS and the Census Bureau found a high degree of 
confidence that estimates for 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010 are 
consistent with and comparable to estimates for 2005 and 
previous years. The reports, Criminal Victimization, 2006, 
NCJ 219413, December 2007; Criminal Victimization, 2007, 
NCJ 224390, December 2008; Criminal Victimization, 2008, 
NCJ 227777, September 2009; Criminal Victimization, 2009, 
NCJ 231327, October 2010; and Criminal Victimization, 
2010, NCJ 235508, September 2011, are available on the BJS 
website. 
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Appendix table 1 
Population distributions of households, by type of household and household composition, 2010

All households Households with children Households without children
Household composition Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total 122,885,160 100% 37,970,260 100% 84,914,890 100%
Number of children

1 16,480,240 43.4% 16,480,240 43.4% ~ ~%
2 13,832,690 36.4 13,832,690 36.4 ~ ~
3 or 4 6,991,840 18.4 6,991,840 18.4 ~ ~
5 or more 665,490 1.8 665,490 1.8 ~ ~

Number of persons in household
1 35,569,150 28.9% ~ ~% 35,565,840 41.9%
2 42,818,300 34.8 3,175,790 8.4 39,642,510 46.7
3 or 4 33,862,350 27.6 24,763,570 65.2 9,098,780 10.7
5 or more 10,635,360 8.7 10,027,590 26.4 607,770 0.7

Family structure
Nonmarried 63,271,770 51.5% 12,648,360 33.3% 50,615,060 59.6%
Married 59,613,390 48.5 25,321,890 66.7 34,299,830 40.4

Note: Detail may not sum to total due to rounding or missing data.
~Not applicable. 
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.

Appendix table 2 
Population distributions of households, by type of household and household characteristic, 2010

All households Households with children Households without children
Household characteristic Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total 122,885,160 100% 37,970,260 100% 84,914,890 100%
Household income

Less than $15,000 11,468,820 9.3% 2,995,580 7.9% 8,473,240 10.0%
$15,000–$24,999 10,133,710 8.2 2,957,670 7.8 7,176,040 8.5
$25,000–$34,999 10,365,490 8.4 3,109,250 8.2 7,256,240 8.5
$35,000–$49,999 13,383,660 10.9 4,212,830 11.1 9,170,830 10.8
$50,000–$74,999 14,550,190 11.8 4,845,110 12.8 9,705,070 11.4
$75,000 or more 23,125,090 18.8 9,231,910 24.3 13,893,180 16.4
Unknown 39,858,200 32.4 10,617,910 28.0 29,240,290 34.4

Urbanicity
Urban 40,514,450 33.0% 11,699,700 30.8% 28,814,750 33.9%
Suburban 62,423,510 50.8 20,297,020 53.5 42,126,490 49.6
Rural 19,947,200 16.2 5,973,540 15.7 13,973,660 16.5

Race of head of household
White* 86,623,900 70.5% 23,327,000 61.4% 63,296,900 74.5%
Black or African American* 15,554,770 12.7 5,316,380 14.0 10,238,400 12.1
Hispanic or Latino 645,830 0.5 184,610 0.5 461,230 0.5
American Indian or Alaska Native* 4,963,450 4.0 1,938,840 5.1 3,024,620 3.6
Asian or other Pacific Islander* 1,091,510 0.9 316,190 0.8 775,320 0.9
Two or more races* 14,005,690 11.4 6,887,250 18.1 7,118,440 8.4

Note: Detail may not sum to total due to rounding or missing data.
*Excludes persons of Hispanic or Latino origin.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2010.
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Appendix table 3 
Standard errors for figure 1: Number of children living in 
households in which at least one member age 12 or older 
experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
by age, 1993–2010 

Number of children (in millions)
All children Ages 0–11 Ages 12–17

1993 268,388 187,307 162,224
1994 212,408 149,488 126,988
1995 197,234 139,195 117,809
1996 200,642 142,914 118,413
1997 249,692 167,417 136,456
1998 212,660 143,035 124,624
1999 201,144 139,244 114,221
2000 195,373 135,125 107,932
2001 190,214 122,433 113,358
2002 120,539 93,698 81,605
2003 125,075 96,307 86,052
2004 118,354 89,121 83,253
2005 127,392 93,964 89,122
2006 130,918 108,135 91,458
2007 112,367 88,544 79,836
2008 119,062 92,191 85,060
2009 134,050 97,437 81,000
2010 117,134 86,018 71,626

Appendix table 4
Standard errors for table 1: Children living in households in 
which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one 
or more nonfatal violent victimizations, by age, 1993–2010

1993 2001 2010
All children 268,388 190,214 117,134

Age
0–11 187,307 122,433 86,018
12–17 162,224 113,358 71,626

Appendix table 5 
Standard errors for table 2: Children living in households in which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or 
more nonfatal violent victimizations, by location, type of violent crime, and age, 2010

Location and type of violent crime 
All children Ages 0–11 Ages 12–17

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Any violent crime inside or outside the home 117,134 0.2% 86,018 0.2% 71,626 0.3%

Serious violent crime 69,522 0.1 51,732 0.1 42,338 0.2
Simple assault 92,583 0.1 67,318 0.1 57,642 0.2

Any violent crime inside the home 72,318 0.1% 56,134 0.1% 41,157 0.2%
Serious violent crime 41,393 0.1 31,895 0.1 24,450 0.1
Simple assault 58,463 0.1 45,797 0.1 33,048 0.1

Any violent crime outside the home 88,874 0.1% 62,918 0.1% 57,263 0.2%
Serious violent crime 52,666 0.1 38,658 0.1 33,047 0.1
Simple assault 69,304 0.1 47,711 0.1 46,417 0.2
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Appendix table 6  
Standard errors for figure 2: Percent of children living in 
households in which at least one member age 12 or older 
experienced one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
by age, 1993–2010

All children Ages 0–11 Ages 12–17
1993 0.3% 0.4% 0.6%
1994 0.3 0.3 0.5
1995 0.3 0.3 0.5
1996 0.3 0.3 0.5
1997 0.3 0.3 0.5
1998 0.3 0.3 0.5
1999 0.2 0.3 0.4
2000 0.2 0.3 0.4
2001 0.2 0.2 0.4
2002 0.2 0.2 0.4
2003 0.2 0.2 0.4
2004 0.2 0.2 0.4
2005 0.2 0.2 0.4
2006 0.2 0.3 0.4
2007 0.2 0.2 0.3
2008 0.2 0.2 0.4
2009 0.2 0.2 0.3
2010 0.2 0.2 0.3

Appendix table 7 
Standard errors for figure 3: Percent of households in which 
at least one household member age 12 or older experienced 
one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 
by whether children lived in the household, 1993–2010 

All households
Households with 
children

Households without 
children

1993 0.2% 0.4% 0.2%
1994 0.2 0.3 0.2
1995 0.2 0.3 0.2
1996 0.2 0.3 0.2
1997 0.2 0.3 0.2
1998 0.2 0.3 0.2
1999 0.2 0.3 0.1
2000 0.2 0.3 0.1
2001 0.1 0.3 0.1
2002 0.1 0.2 0.1
2003 0.1 0.3 0.1
2004 0.1 0.2 0.1
2005 0.1 0.2 0.1
2006 0.1 0.3 0.1
2007 0.1 0.2 0.1
2008 0.1 0.3 0.1
2009 0.1 0.2 0.1
2010 0.1 0.2 0.1

Appendix table 8
Standard errors for table 3. Type of households in which at 
least one household member age 12 or older experienced 
one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, 1993–2010
Type of household 1993 2001 2010

All households 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%
Households with children 0.4% 0.3% 0.2%

Ages 0–11 only 0.4 0.3 0.2
Ages 12–17 only 0.9 0.5 0.4
Both 1.0 0.6 0.5

Households without children 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%
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Appendix table 9 
Standard errors for table 4: Households in which at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or more nonfatal 
violent victimizations, by type of household and type of violent crime, 2010

Total violent crime Serious violent crime Simple assault
Type of household Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All households 121,118 0.1% 72,053 0.1% 94,191 0.1%
Households with children 79,116 0.2% 47,731 0.1% 61,960 0.2%

Ages 0–11 only 48,951 0.2 29,221 0.1 38,487 0.2
Ages 12–17 only 40,306 0.4 25,066 0.2 31,737 0.3
Both 38,707 0.5 24,096 0.3 30,652 0.4

Households without children 84,309 0.1% 50,057 0.1% 65,394 0.1%

Appendix table 10 
Standard errors for table 5: Households in which at least one household member age 12 or older experienced one or more 
nonfatal violent victimizations, by type of household, type of violent crime, and location, 2010

Total number of households 
experiencing violent crime

Violent crime occurred 
inside the home

Violent crime occurred 
outside the home

Type of household and type of violent crime Number Percent Number Percent
All households experiencing violent crime 121,118 71,718 1.8% 93,314 1.8%

Households with children 79,116 48,162 2.6% 60,676 2.6%
Ages 0–11 only 48,951 32,613 3.9 35,800 3.9
Ages 12–17 only 40,306 21,483 4.2 33,330 4.2
Both 38,707 24,169 4.7 29,913 4.6

Households without children 84,309 49,195 2.4% 65,473 2.4%
All households experiencing serious violent crime 72,053 42,794 2.7% 54,714 2.8%

Households with children 47,731 27,561 3.8 37,312 3.8
Ages 0–11 only 29,221 16,852 5.8 23,304 5.8
Ages 12–17 only 25,066 13,765 6.5 20,355 6.5
Both 24,096 15,326 7.1 17,926 7.1

Households without children 50,057 30,984 3.7 37,309 3.8

All households experiencing simple assault 94,191 56,089 2.2% 72,686 2.2%
Households with children 61,960 39,188 3.2 46,761 3.1

Ages 0–11 only 38,487 27,858 4.7 26,413 4.8
Ages 12–17 only 31,737 16,626 5.1 26,787 5.0
Both 30,652 19,075 5.7 23,773 5.6

Households without children 65,394 37,254 2.9 51,795 2.9
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Appendix table 11
Standard errors for table 6: Percent of households in which at 
least one member age 12 or older experienced 
one or more nonfatal violent victimizations, by type of 
household and household composition, 2010

Household composition All households

Households  
with  
children

Households 
without 
children

Total 0.1% 0.2% 0.1%
Number of children

1 0.3% 0.3% ~%
2 0.3 0.3 ~
3 or 4 0.5 0.5 ~
5 or more 1.8 1.8 ~

Number of persons  
  in household

1 0.1% ~% 0.1%
2 0.1 0.8 0.1
3 or 4 0.2 0.2 0.3
5 or more 0.4 0.4 1.8

Family structure
Nonmarried 0.2% 0.4% 0.1%
Married 0.1 0.2 0.1

~Not applicable.

Appendix table 12 
Standard errors for table 7: Percent of households in which 
at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or 
more nonfatal violent victimizations, by type of household 
and household characteristics, 2010

Household characteristic All households
Households  
with children

Households 
without 
children

Total 0.1% 0.2% 0.1%
Household income

Less than $15,000 0.4% 0.9% 0.4%
$15,000–$24,999 0.3 0.8 0.3
$25,000–$34,999 0.3 0.7 0.3
$35,000–$49,999 0.3 0.6 0.3
$50,000–$74,999 0.2 0.5 0.3
$75,000 or more 0.2 0.3 0.2
Unknown 0.1 0.3 0.1

Urbanicity
Urban 0.2% 0.4% 0.2%
Suburban 0.1 0.2 0.1
Rural 0.2 0.5 0.2

Race of reference person
White 0.1% 0.2% 0.1%
Black or African American 0.3 0.6 0.3
Hispanic or Latino 0.3 0.5 0.3
American Indian or Alaska
   Native 1.7 3.0 2.0
Asian or other Pacific Islander 0.3 0.5 0.4
Two or more races 1.4 2.3 1.7
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Appendix table 13 
Standard errors for figure 4: Percent of households in which 
at least one member age 12 or older experienced one or 
more nonfatal violent vicitmizations in a 6-month period, 
1993–2010 

All households
January–June 1993 0.2%
July–December 1993 0.2
January–June 1994 0.1
July–December 1994 0.1
January–June 1995 0.1
July–December 1995 0.1
January–June 1996 0.1
July–December 1996 0.1
January–June 1997 0.1
July–December 1997 0.1
January–June 1998 0.1
July–December 1998 0.1
January–June 1999 0.1
July–December 1999 0.1
January–June 2000 0.1
July–December 2000 0.1
January–June 2001 0.1
July–December 2001 0.1
January–June 2002 0.1
July–December 2002 0.1
January–June 2003 0.1
July–December 2003 0.1
January–June 2004 0.1
July–December 2004 0.1
January–June 2005 0.1
July–December 2005 0.1
January–June 2006 0.1
July–December 2006 0.1
January–June 2007 0.1
July–December 2007 0.1
January–June 2008 0.1
July–December 2008 0.1
January–June 2009 0.1
July–December 2009 0.1
January–June 2010 0.1
July–December 2010 0.1
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