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FINAL ACT 

1. The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, convened by the Swiss Federal Council, held 
four sessions in Geneva (from 20 February to 29 March 1974, from 3 February to 18 April 1975, 
from 21 April to 11 June 1976 and from 17 March to 10 June 1977). The object of the Conference 
was to study two draft Additional Protocols prepared, after official and private consultations, by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and intended to supplement the four Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949: 

Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in 
Armed Forces in the Field (I); 

Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and 
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea (II); 

Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (III); 

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (IV). 

The United Nations General Assembly supported the efforts of the Diplomatic Conference by 
adopting successive resolutions relating to human rights in periods of armed conflict: 

2444 (XXIII) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2597 (XXIV) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2673 (XXV) Protection of journalists engaged in dangerous missions in areas 
armed conflict 

of 

2674 (XXV) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2675 (XXV) Basic principles for the protection of civilian populations in armed 
conflicts 

2676 (XXV) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2677 (XXV) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2852 (XXVI) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2853 (XXVI) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

2854 (XXVI) Protection of journalists engaged in dangerous missions in areas of 
armed conflict 

3032 (XXVII) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 
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3058 (XXVIII) 	 Protection of journalists engaged in dangerous missions in areas of 
armed conflict 

3076 (XXVIII) 	 Napalm and other incendiary weapons and all aspects of their possible 
use 

3102 (XXVIII) 	 Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

3220 (XXIX) 	 Assistance and co-operation in accounting for persons who are missing 
or dead in armed conflicts 

3245 (XXIX) 	 Human rights in armed conflicts: protection of journalists engaged in 
dangerous missions in areas of armed conflict 

3255 (XXIX) 	 Napalm and other incendiary weapons and all aspects of their possible 
use 

3318 (XXIX) 	 Declaration on the protection of women and children in emergency 
and armed conflict 

3319 (XXIX) 	 Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

3464 (XXX) 	 Napalm and other incendiary weapons and all aspects of their possible 
use 

3500 (XXX) 	 Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

31/19 	 Respect for human rights in armed conflicts 

31/64 	 Incendiary and other specific conventional weapons which may be 
the subject of prohibitions or restrictions of use for humanitarian 
reasons 

2. One hundred and twenty-six States were represented at the first session of the Conference, 
121 States at the second session, 106 States at the third session and 109 States at the fourth session. 
Representatives of the following States were present at the Conference: 

AFGHANISTAN 

ALBANIA (fITst session) 

ALGERIA 

ARGENTINA 

AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRIA 

BANGLADESH 

BELGIUM 

BENIN* (first and second sessions) . 
BOLIVIA 
BOTSWANA (fITst and second sessions) 
BRAZIL 
BULGARIA 
BURMA (fITst session) 
BURUNDI (first and second sessions) 
BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 

* Formerly Dahomey. 
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CANADA 
CAPE VERDE (fourth session) 
CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE* 
CHAD (first and second sessions) 
CHILE 
CHINA (first session) 
COLOMBIA 
CONGO (first and second sessions) 
COSTA RICA 
CUBA 
CYPRUS 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
DEMOCRA TIC KAMPUCHEA ** (first and second sessions) 
DEMOCRA TIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
DEMOCRA TIC REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM (first, second and third sessions) 
DEMOCRATIC YEMEN (first and fourth sessions) 
DENMARK 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (first, second and fourth sessions) 
ECUADOR 
EGYPT 
EL SALVADOR (first and second sessions) 
FINLAND 
FRANCE 
GABON (frrst, second and third sessions) 
GAMBIA (first, second and fourth sessions) 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GHANA 
GREECE 
GUATEMALA 

GUINEA (second session) 

GUINEA-BISSAU (first and second sessions) 

HAITI (first and second sessions) 

HOLY SEE 

HONDURAS 

HUNGARY 

ICELAND 

INDIA 

INDONESIA 

IRAN 

IRAQ 

IRELAND 

ISRAEL 

ITALY 

IVORY COAST 

JAMAICA (third and fourth sessions) 

JAPAN 

JORDAN 

KENYA (first and fourth sessions) 

KUWAIT 

LEBANON 


* Formerly Central African Republic. 

** Formerly Khmer Republic. 

5 



LESOTHO (second session) 
LIBERIA (first, second and third sessions) 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
LUXEMBOURG 
MADAGASCAR 
MALA YSIA (first, second and fourth sessions) 
MALI (first, second and fourth sessions) 
MALTA 
MAURITANIA 
MAURITIUS 
MEXICO 
MONACO 
MONGOLIA 
MOROCCO 
MOZAMBIQUE (third and fourth sessions) 
NETHERLANDS 
NEW ZEALAND 
NICARAGUA 
NIGER (first and second sessions) 
NIGERIA 
NORWAY 
OMAN 
PAKISTAN 
PANAMA 
PARAGUAY (first and second sessions) 
PERU 
PHILIPPINES 
POLAND 
PORTUGAL 
QATAR 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIET-NAM (third session) 
REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM (first and ses,:ond sessions) 
ROMANIA 
SAN MARINO 
SAUDI ARABIA 
SENEGAL 
SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIY A * 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM (fourth session) 
SOMALIA (fourth session) 
SOUTH AFRICA (first session) 
SPAIN 
SRI LANKA 
SUDAN 
SWAZILAND (second, third and fourth sessions) 
SWEDEN 
SWITZERLAND 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
THAILAND 
TOGO (first session) 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (first, second and third sessions) 
TUNISIA 

* Formerly Libyan Arab Republic. 
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TURKEY 

UGANDA 

UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON* 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
UPPER VOLTA (First, second and third sessions) 
URUGUAY 
VENEZUELA 
YEMEN 
YUGOSLAVIA 
ZAIRE 
ZAMBIA (first session) 

3. In view of the paramount importance of ensuring broad participation in the work of the 
Conference, which was of a fundamentally humanitarian nature, and because the progressive 
development and codification of international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts is a 
universal task in which the national liberation movements can contribute positively, the Conference 
by its resolution 3 (I) decided to invite also the national liberation movements recognized by the 
regional intergovernmental organizations concerned to participate fully in the deliberations of the 
Conference and its Main Committees, it being understood that only delegations representing States 
were entitled to vote. The national liberation movements listed below accepted that invitation and 
were represented at the Conference: 

African National Congress (South Africa) (ANC) (first, second and third sessions) 

African National Council of Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) (ANCZ) (third and fourth sessions) 

Angola National Liberation Front (FNLA) (first and second sessions) 

Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO) (flIst session) 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 

Panafricanist Congress (South Africa) (PAC) (flISt, second and fourth sessions) 

People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) (first and second sessions) 

Seychelles People's United Party (SPUP) (first session) 

South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) 

Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) (first and second sessions) 

Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU) (first and second sessions) 

4. The following organizations were represented at the Conference with observer status: 

Council of Europe 

Institut Henri-Dunant 


* Formerly Cameroon. 
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Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO) 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
International Civil Defence Organization (lCDO) 
International Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy (ICMMP) 
International Federation for Human Rights 
International Frequency Registration Board 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
International Telecommunication Union (lTU) 
League of Arab States 
League of Red Cross Societies 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
Organization of American States (OAS) 
Sovereign Order of Malta 
United Nations 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
World Food Programme (WFP) 
World Health Organization (WHO) 

World Medical Association 


Working Group for the Development of Humanitarian Law, comprising: 

Amnesty International 
Arab Lawyers Union 
Association for the Study of the World Refugee Problem 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
Christian Peace Conference 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (World Council of Churches) 
Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations 
Friends World Committee for Consultation 
International Association of Democratic Lawyers 
International Association of Lighthouse Authorities 
International Commission of Jurists 
International Commission on Illumination 
International Confederation of Catholic Charities (Caritas Internationalis) 
International Confederation of former Prisoners of War 
International Electro-Technical Commission 
International Secretariat of Catholic Jurists (pax Romana) 
International Union for Child Welfare 
International Union of Socialist Youth 
World Confederation of Religions for Peace 
World Federation of Democratic Youth 
World Federation of Scientific Workers 
World Federation of United Nations Associations 
World Jewish Congress 
World Muslim Congress 

World Peace Council 

World Veterans Federation 

World Young Women's Christian Association 


5. The International Committee of the Red Cross, which had prepared the two draft Additional 
Protocols, participated in the work of the Conference in an expert capacity. 
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6. The Conference elected as its President, Mr. Pierre Graber, Federal Councillor, Head of the 
Federal Political Department of the Swiss Confederation. 

7. The Conference 	 elected as Vice-Presidents the representatives of the following States: 

Austria; Belgium; Canada; China; Germany, Federal Republic of; Guinea-Bissau; Honduras 
(fourth session); Italy; Mauritania; Morocco; Panama; Philippines; Romania; Sri Lanka; 
Syrian Arab Republic; Trinidad and Tobago (first, second and third sessions); Uganda; 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; Uruguay; Zaire. 

8. The Conference established the following organs: 

General Committee of the Conference: 

Chairman: 	 The President of the Conference 

Members: 	 The President and Vice-Presidents of the Conference, 
the Chairmen of the Main Committees, the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the whole on Conventional Weapons, 
the Drafting Committee and the Credentials Committee, 
and the Secretary-General 

Committee I: 

Chairmen: 	 Mr. Edvard Hambro (Norway) 
(fust and second sessions) 
Mr. Einar-Frederik Ofstad (Norway) 
(third and fourth sessions) 

Vice-Chairmen: 	 Mr.B. Akporode Clark (Nigeria) 
Mr. Konstantin Obradovic (Yugoslavia) 

Rapporteurs: 	 Mr. Miguel Marin Bosch (Mexico) 
(fust session) 
Mr. Antonio Eusebio de Icaza (Mexico) 
(second, third and fourth sessions) 

Committee II: 

Chairmen: 	 Mr. Tadeusz Mallik (Poland) 
(fust session) 
Mr. Stanislaw-Edward Nahlik (Poland) 
(second, third and fourth sessions) 

Vice-Chairmen: 	 Mr. Osvaldo Salas (Chile) 
(first, second and fourth sessions) 
Mr. Carlos Mackenney (Chile) 
(third session) 
Mr. Nasim Shah (Pakistan) 
(fust session) 
Mr. Javed Khan (pakistan) 
(first session) 
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Committee II: 
(continued) 

Vice-Chainnen: 
(continued) 

Rapporteurs: 

Committee III: 

Chainnan: 

Vice-Chainnen: 

Rapporteurs: 

Mr. Khalid Saleem (pakistan) 

(second and third sessions) 

Mr. Chaudhri Khurshid Hasan (Pakistan) 

(fourth session) 


Mr. Djibrilla Maiga (Mali) 

(fIrst and second sessions) 

Mr. El HusseinEl Hassan (Sudan) 

(third and fourth sessions) 


Mr. Hamed Sultan (Egypt) 


Mr. Geza Herczegh (Hungary) 

Mr. Mangalyn Dugersuren (Mongolia) 

(first, second and third sessions) 

Mr. Dugersurengiin Erdembileg (Mongolia) 

(fourth session) 


Mr. Richard Baxter (United States of America) 

(fIrst, second and third sessions) 

Mr. George H. Aldrich (United States of America) 

(second, third and fourth sessions) 


Ad Hoc Committee o/the whole on Conventional Weapons: 

Chainnen: 

Vice-Chainnen: 

Rapporteurs: 

Mr. Diego Garces (Colombia) 

(fIrst, second and third sessions) 

Mr. Hector Charry Samper (Colombia) 

(fourth session) 


Mr. Houchang Amir-Mokri (Iran) 

Mr. Mustapha Chelbi (Tunisia) 

Mr. Nkeke Ndongo Mangbau (Zaire) 

(second session) 


Mr. Frits Kalshoven (Netherlands) 

(fIrst, second and third sessions) 

Mr. Robert J. Akkennan (Netherlands) 

(third session) 

Mr. John G. Taylor (United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland) 

(fourth session) 

Mr. Martin R. Eaton (United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland) 

(fourth session) 
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Drafting Committee: 

Chairmen: Mr. Abu Sayed Chowdhury (Bangladesh) 
(flIst and second sessions) 
Mr. Iqbal Abdul Qarim Al-Fallouji (Iraq) 
(third and fourth sessions) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Mario Carfas (Honduras) 
(flIst, second and third sessions) 
Mr. Rodrigo Valdez Baquero (Ecuador) 
(fourth session) 
Mr. M. Sinkutu Kabuaye (United Republic of Tanzania) 

Members representatives of the following States: 

Algeria, Brazil, France, German Democratic RepUblic, 
Indonesia, Lebanon, Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

Ex officio members under rule 47 ofthe rules ofprocedure: 

The Rapporteurs of the Main Committees 

Credentials Committee: 

Chairmen: 	 Mr. Danilo Sanson Roman (Nicaragua) 
(flISt, second and third sessions) 
Mr. Gaston Cajina Mejicano (Nicaragua) 
(fourth session) 

Members representatives of the following States: 

Australia, Czechoslovakia, Iraq, Madagascar, Peru, 
Senegal, Thailand, United Republic of Cameroon, 
United States of America 

9. Mr. Jean Humbert, Ambassador (Switzerland), held the office of Secretary-General. 

10. The Conference referred to the Main Committees for consideration the text of the two draft 
Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. The Conference also established 
an Ad Hoc Committee of the whole on Conventional Weapons to consider the question of the 
prohtbition or restriction of the use of conventional weapons likely to cause unnecessary suffering or 
to produce indiscriminate effects. The Drafting Committee was responsible for co-ordinating and 
reviewing the drafting of all the texts adopted by the Main Committees. 

11. On the basis of the discussions reported in the summary records of the plenary meetings of 
the Conference (CDDH/SR.I-59) and in the summary records of the meetings of the Main 
Committees (CDDH/I/SR.I-79, CDDH/II/SR.l-I0l, CDDH/in/SR.I-60) and of the Ad Hoc 
Committee (CDDH/IV/SR.I-42), and in the reports of all the Committees: 
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First session 

CDDH/47/Rev.1 

CDDH/48/Rev.l 

CDDH/49/Rev.l 

CDDH/50/Rev.l 

CDDH/51/Rev.l 


Second session 

CDDH/219/Rev.l 

CDDH/221/Rev.l 

CDDH/215/Rev.l 

CDDH/220/Rev.1 

CDDH/218/Rev.2 


Third session 

CDDH/234/Rev.l 

CDDH/235/Rev.l 

CDDH/236/Rev.l 

CDDH/237/Rev.l 

CDDH/233/Rev.2 


Fourth session 

CDDH/404/Rev.l 

CDDH/405/Rev.l 

CDDH/406/Rev.l 

CDDH/407/Rev.l 

CDDH/408/Rev.l 

CDDH/409/Rev.l 


the Conference drew up the following instruments: 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (protocol I) and Annexes I and II; 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II). 

12. These Additional Protocols were adopted by the Conference on 8 June 1977. They will be 
submitted to Governments for consideration and will be open for signature on 12 December 1977, 
at Berne, for a period of twelve months, in accordance with their provisions. These instruments 
will also be open for accession, in accordance with their provisions. 

13. These Additional Protocols, the text of which has been established in Arabic, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish, are annexed to this Final Act. The Chinese text of the Additional 
Protocols will be established later. 

14. The Conference further adopted the following resolutions, which are annexed to this 
Final Act: 
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17 (IV) 	 Use of certain electronic and visual means of identification by medical' 
aircraft protected under the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and under the 
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts 
(protocol I) 

18 (IV) 	 Use of visual signalling for identification of medical transports protected 
under the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and under the Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) 

19 (IV) 	 Use of radiocommunications for announcing and identifying medical 
transports protected under the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and under 
the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol I) 

20 (IV) 	 Protection of cultural property 

21 (IV) 	 Dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian law applicable 
in armed conflicts 

22 (IV) Follow-up regarding 
conventional weapons 

prohibition or restriction of use of certain 

23 (IV) Report of the Credentials Committee 

24 (IV) Expression of gratitude to the host country. 

DONE AT GENEVA, on 10 June 1977, in Arabic, English, French, Russian and Spanish, 
the original and the accompanying documents to be deposited in the Archives of the Swiss 
Confederation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the representatives have signed this Final Act, on behalf of: 
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HAUHOHAJI.bHO-OCBOBO,1ijf!EJIbffilE ,ILBDEHHH, 11PJl3HAHBllE 
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·It is understood that the signature by these movements is 
without prejudice to the positions of participating States on 
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JJ"""'_...J'\ ~..i;..;1 ~\~~Lt ~~~IS'"~LI..u.~.,.: v~ ~It-

• 4lt L.. ~~ IS'" , ..;, L. ~;.,;, ;S",;...:....J \ 

*Queda entendido que la firma por estos mOVlmlentos no 
prejuzga las posiciones que adopt en los Estados participantes 
sobre la cuestion del establecimiento de un precedente. 

*1 .1 est entendu que la slgnature par ces mouvements ne 
prejuge pas les positions que prendront les Etats participants 
sur Ie point de savoir s'il y a ou non precedent. 
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OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS (pROTOCOL I) 
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PREAMBLE 

The High Contracting Parties, 

Proclaiming their earnest wish to see peace prevail among peoples, 

Recalling that every State has the duty, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, 
to refrain in its international relations from the threat or use of force against the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with 
the purposes of the United Nations, 

Believing it necessary nevertheless to reaffIrm and develop the provisions protecting the victims 
of armed conflicts and to supplement measures intended to reinforce their application, 

Expressing their conviction that nothing in this Protocol or in the Geneva Conventions of 
12 August 1949 can be construed as legitimizing or authorizing any act of aggression or any other 
use of force inconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations, 

Reaffinning further that the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and of 
this Protocol must be fully applied in all circumstances to all persons who are protected by those 
instruments, without any adverse distinction based on the nature or origin of the armed conflict or 
on the causes espoused by or attributed to the Parties to the conflict, 

Have agreed on the following: 
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OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE DIPLOMATIC 
CONFERENCE ON THE REAFFIRMATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW APPLICABLE IN 
ARMED CONFLICTS 

VOLUME I 

FINAL AC'r 

PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12 1949, 
AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF INTERNA'rIONAL 

ARMED CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I) 

Errata 

Article 5, paragraph 3, sixth line 

For "at lease" read "at least". 

~rticle 8, sub-paragraph (c), fourth line 

For "termporary" read "temporary". 

Article 8, sub-paragraph (e), third line 

Add a hyphen between the words "first" and "aid". 

Article 30, paragraph 4, sub-paragraph (a) 

For "Article 8, sub-paragraph (f)" read "Article 8, sub-paragraph (,il". 

Article 33, paragraph 1, last line 

For "facultate" read "facilitate". 

Article 70, paragraph 3, first line 

For "allows Q read "allow". 

Article 70, paragraph 3, sub-paragraph (c), first line 


For "now" read "no". 


Article 75, pa:ragraph 2, sub-para~raph (a)(iv) 


For "mutilitation" read "mutilation". 


Article 84, paragraph 1, first line 


For "communciate" read "communicate". 


Article 96, paragraph 2, fourth line 


For "provisons" read "provisions". 


~rticl~..10~_' paragraph 2, second line 


For "accesions" read "accessions" 


An0ex~ - Regulations concerning identification 


Article 1, paragraph 2, third line 


For "single languange" read "single language". 


Article 15, paragraph 3, sixth line 


For "redering" read "rendering". 


~~0~~Il - Identity card for journalists on dangerous professional missions 

Inser~ on the front of the card the Russion for the fOllowing: 

"Name of country issuing this card" . 
("H[1:OD:'Hl'[P r.T1jA;TU, IJH,1(AR1:!ep ""r:T"!1qee y,!\ocToBepe!I!w"). 

PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12 1949, 
AND RELATING TO TI;fE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF NON-INTERNATIONAL 

ARMED CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL II) 

Article 6, paragraph 2, sub-paragraph (c), fourth line 


For "commited" read "committed". 




PART I 


GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Article 1 - General principles and scope ofapplication 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for this Protocol in 
all circumstances. 

2. In cases not covered by this Protocol or by other international agreements, civilians and 
combatants remain under the protection and authority of the principles of international law derived 
from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of public conscience. 

3. This Protocol, which supplements the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the 
protection of war victims, shall apply in the situations referred to in Article 2 common to those 
Conventions. 

4. The situations referred to in the preceding paragraph include armed conflicts in which peoples 
are fighting against colonial domination and alien occupation and against racist regimes in the exercise 
of their right of self-determination, as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the 
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation 
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article 2 - Definitions 

For the purposes of this Protocol: 

(a) 	 "First Convention", "Second Convention", "Third Convention" and "Fourth 
Convention" mean, respectively, the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field of 12 August 1949; 
the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and 
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea of 12 August 1949; the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949; the 
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 
12 August 1949; "the Conventions" means the four Geneva Conventions of 
12 August 1949 for the protection of war victims; 

(b) 	 "rules of international law applicable in armed conflict" means the rules applicable in 
armed conflict set forth in international agreements to which the Parties to the conflict 
are Parties and the generally recognized principles and rules of international law which 
are applicable to armed conflict; 

(c) 	 "Protecting Power" means a neutral or other State not a Party to the conflict which has 
been deSignated by a Party to ·the conflict and accepted by the adverse Party and has 
agreed to carry out the functions assigned to a Protecting Power under the Conventions 
and this Protocol; 

(d) 	 "substitute" means an organization acting in place of a Protecting Power in accordance 
with Article 5. 
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Article 3 - Beginning and end ofapplication 

Without prejudice to the provisions which are applicable at all times: 

(a) 	 the Conventions and this Protocol shall apply from the beginning of any situation 
referred to in Article 1 of this Protocol; 

(b) 	 the application of the Conventions and of this Protocol shall cease, in the territory 
of Parties to the conflict, on the general close of military operations and, in the case 
of occupied territories, on the termination of the occupation, except, in either 
circumstance, for those persons whose fmal release, repatriation or re-establishment 
takes place thereafter. These persons shall continue to benefit from the relevant 
provisions of the Conventions and of this Protocol until their fmal release, repatriation 
or re-establishment. 

Article 4 - Legal status of the Parties to the conflict 

The application of the Conventions and of this Protocol, as well as the conclusion of the 
agreements provided for therein, shall not affect the legal status of the Parties to the conflict. Neither 
the occupation of a territory nor the application of the Conventions and this Protocol shall affect 
the legal status of the territory in question. 

Article 5 - Appointment ofProtecting Powers and oftheir substitute 

1. It is the duty of the Parties to a conflict from the beginning of that conflict to secure the 
supervision and implemen tation of the Conventions and of this Protocol by the application of the 
system of Protecting Powers, including inter alia the designation and acceptance of those Powers, 
in accordance with the following paragraphs. Protecting Powers shall have the duty of safeguarding 
the interests of the Parties to the conflict. 

2. From the beginning of a situation referred to in Article 1, each Party to the conflict shall 
without delay designate a Protecting Power for the purpose of applying the Conventions and this 
Protocol and shall, likewise without delay and for the same purpose, permit the activities of a 
Protecting Power which has been accepted by it as such after designation by the adverse Party. 

3. If a Protecting Power has not been designated or accepted from the beginning of a situation 
referred to in Article 1, the International Committee of the Red Cross, without prejudice to the 
right of any other impartial humanitarian organization to do likewise, shall offer its good offices 
to the Parties to the conflict with a view to the designation without delay of a Protecting Power 
to which the Parties to the conflict consent. For that purpose it may, inter alia, ask each Party to 
provide it with a list of at lease five States which that Party considers acceptable to act as 
Protecting Power on its behalf in relation to an adverse Party, and ask each adverse Party to provide 
a list of at least five States which it would accept as the Protecting Power of the first Party; these 
lists shall be communicated to the Committee within two weeks after the receipt of the request; 
it shaIl compare them and seek the agreement of any proposed State named on both lists. 

4. If, despite the foregoing, there is no Protecting Power, the Parties to the conflict shall accept 
without delay an offer which may be made by the International Committee of the Red Cross or by 
any other organization which offers all· guarantees of impartiality and efficacy, after due 
consultations with the said Parties and taking into account the result of these consultations, to act 
as a substitute. The functioning of such a substitute is subject to the consent of the Parties to the 
conflict; every effort shall be made by the Parties to the conflict to facilitate the operations of the 
substitute in the performance of its tasks under the Conventions and this Protocol. 
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5. In accordance with Article 4, the designation and acceptance of Protecting Powers for the 
purpose of applying the Conventions and this Protocol shall not affect the legal status of the Parties 
to the conflict or of any territory, including occupied territory. 

6. The maintenance of diplomatic relations between Parties to the conflict or the entrusting of 
the protection of a Party's interests and those of its nationals to a third State in accordance with 
the rules of international law relating to diplomatic relations is no obstacle to the designation of 
Protecting Powers for the purpose of applying the Conventions and this Protocol. 

7. Any subsequent mention in this Protocol of a Protecting Power includes also a substitute. 

Article 6 - Qualified persons 

1. The High Contracting Parties shall, also in peacetime, endeavour, with the assistance of the 
national Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, to train qualified personnel to 
facilitate the application of the Conventions and of this Protocol, and in particular the activities of 
the Protecting Powers. 

2. The recruitment and training of such personnel are within domestic jurisdiction. 

3. The International Committee of the Red Cross shall hold at the disposal of the High 
Contracting Parties the lists of persons so trained which the High Contracting Parties may have 
established and may have transmitted to it for that purpose. 

4. The conditions governing the employment of such personnel outside the national territory 
shall, in each case, be the subject of special agreements between the Parties concerned. 

Article 7 - Meetings 

The depositary of this Protocol shall convene a meeting of the High Contracting Parties, at 
the request of one or more of the said Parties and upon the apprQval of the majority of the said 
Parties, to consider general problems concerning the application of the Conventions and of the 
Protocol. 
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PART II 

WOUNDED, SICK AND SHIPWRECKED 


SECTION I 


GENERAL PROTECTION 


Article 8 - Terminology 

F or the purposes of this Protocol: 

(a) 	 "wounded" and "sick" mean persons, whether military or civilian, who, because of 
trauma, disease or other physical or mental disorder or disability, are in need of medical 
assistance or care and who refrain from any act of hostility. These terms also cover 
maternity cases, new-born babies and other persons who may be in need of immediate 
medical assistance or care, such as the infirm or expectant mothers, and who refrain 
from any act of hostility; 

(b) 	 "shipwrecked" means persons, whether military or civilian, who are in peril at sea or in 
other waters as a result of misfortune affecting them or the vessel or aircraft carrying 
them and who refrain from any act of hostility. These persons, provided that they 
continue to refrain from any act of hostility, shall continue to be considered shipwrecked 
during their rescue until they acquire another status under the Conventions or this 
Protocol; 

(c) 	 "medical personnel" means those persons assigned, by a Party to the conflict, exclusively 
to the medical purposes enumerated under sub-paragraph (e) or to the administration 
of medical units or to the operation or administration of medical transports. Such 
assignments may be either permanent or termporary. The term indudes: 

(i) 	 medical personnel of a Party to the conflict, whether military or civilian, including 
those described in the First and Second Conventions, and those assigned to civil 
defence organizations; 

(ii) 	 medical personnel of national Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) 
Societies and other national voluntary aid societies duly recognized and authorized 
by a Party to the conflict; 

(iii) 	 medical personnel of medical units or medical transports described in Article 9, 
paragraph 2 ; 

(d) 	 "religious personnel" means military or civilian persons, such as chaplains, who are 
exclUSively engaged in the work of their ministry and attached: 

(i) 	 to the armed forces of a Party to the conflict; 

(ii) 	 to medical units or medical transports of a Party to the conflict; 

(iii) 	 to medical units or medical transports described in Article 9, paragraph 2 ;or 

(iv) 	 to civil defence organizations of a Party to the conflict. 
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The attachment of religious personnel may be either permanent or temporary, and the 
relevant provisions mentioned under sub-paragraph (k) apply to them; 

(e) 	 "medical units" means establishments and other units, whether military or civilian, 
organized for medical purposes, namely the search for, collection, transportation, 
diagnosis or treatment - including fIrst aid treatment - of the wounded, sick and 
shipwrecked, or for the prevention of disease. The term includes, for example, hospitals 
and other similar units, blood transfusion centres, preventive medicine centres and 
institutes, medical depots and the medical and pharmaceutical stores of such units. 
Medical units may be fIxed or mobile, permanent or temporary; 

(f) 	 "medical transportation" means the conveyance by land, water or air of the wounded, 
sick, shipwrecked, medical personnel, religious personnel, medical equipment or medical 
supplies protected by the Conventions and by this Protocol; 

(g) 	 "medical transports" means any means of transportation, whether military or civilian, 
permanent or temporary, assigned exclUSively to medical transportation and under the 
control of a competent authority of a Party to the conflict; 

(h) 	 "medical vehicles" means any medical transports by land; 

(i) 	 "medical ships and craft" means any medical transports by water; 

(j) 	 "medical aircraft" means any medical transports by air; 

(k) 	 "permanent' medical personnel", "permanent medical units" and "permanent medical 
transports" mean those assigned exclusively to medical purposes for an indeterminate 
period. "Temporary medical personnel", "temporary medical units" and "temporary 
medical transports" mean those devoted exclusively to medical purposes for limited 
periods during the whole of such periods. Unless otherwise specifIed, the terms 
"medical personnel", "medical units" and "medical transports" cover both permanent 
and temporary categories; 

(l) 	 "distinctive emblem" means the distinctive emblem of the red cross, red crescent or 
red lion and sun on a white ground when used for the protection of medical units and 
transports, or medical and religious personnel, equipment or supplies; 

(m) 	 "distinctive signal" means any signal or message specifIed for the iden tification 
exclusively of medical units or transports in Chapter III of Annex I to this Protocol. 

Article 9 - Field ofapplication 

I. This Part, the provisions of which are intended to ameliorate the condition of the wounded, 
sick and shipwrecked, shall apply to all those affected by a situation referred to in Article 1, without 
any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, wealth, birth or other status, or on any other similar criteria. 

') The relevant provisions of Articles 27 and 32 of the First Conven tion shall apply to permanent 
med ical units and transports (other than hospital ships, to which Article 25 of the Second 
Convention applies) and their personnel made available to a Party to the conflict for humanitarian 
purposes: 

(a) 	 by a neutral or other State which is not a Party to that conflict; 

(h) 	 by a recognized and authorized aid society of such a State; 
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(c) by an impartial international humanitarian organization. 

Article 10 - Protection and care 

1. All the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, to whichever Party they belong, shall be respected 
and protected. 

2. In all circumstances they shall be treated humanely and shall receive, to the fullest extent 
practicable and with the least possible delay, the medical care and attention required by their 
condition. There shall be no distinction among them founded on any grounds other than medical 
ones. 

Article 11 - Protection ofpersons 

1. The physical or mental health and integrity of persons who are in the power of the adverse 
Party or who are interned, detained or otherwise deprived of liberty as a result of a situation 
referred to in Article 1 shall not be endangered by any unjustified act or omission. Accordingly, 
it is prohibited to subject the persons described in this Article to any medical procedure which is not 
indicated by the state of health of the person concerned and which is not consistent with generally 
accepted medical standards which would be applied under similar medical circumstances to persons 
who are nationals of the Party conducting the procedure and who are in no way deprived of 
liberty. 

2. It is, in particular, prohibited to carry out on such persons, even with their consent: 

(a) physical mutilations; 

(b) medical or scientific experiments; 

(c) removal of tissue or organs for transplantation, 

except where these acts are justified in conformity with the conditions provided for in paragraph 1. 

3. Exceptions to the prohibition in paragraph 2 (c) may be made only in the case of donations 
of blood for transfusion or of skin for grafting, provided that they are given voluntarily and without 
any coercion or inducement, and then only for therapeutic purposes, under conditions consistent 
with generally accepted medical standards and controls designed for the benefit of both the donor 
and the recipient. 

4. Any wilful act or omISSIon which seriously endangers the physical or mental health or 
integrity of any person who is in the power of a Party other than the one on which he depends 
and which either violates any of the prohibitions in paragraphs 1 and 2 or fails to comply with the 
requirements of paragraph 3 shall be a grave breach of this Protocol. 

5. The persons described in paragraph I have the right to refuse any surgical operation. In case 
of refusal, medical personnel shall endeavour to obtain a written statement to that effect, signed or 
acknowledged by the patient. 

6. Each Party to the conflict shall keep a medical record for every donation of blood for 
transfusion or skin for grafting by persons referred to in paragraph 1, if that donation is made under 
the responsibility of that Party. In addition, each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to keep a 
record of all medical procedures undertaken with respect to any person who is interned, detaiped or 
otherwise deprived of liberty as a result of a situation referred to in Article 1. These records shall 
be available at all times for inspection by the Protecting Power. 
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Article 12 - Protection ofmedical units 

1. 	 Medical units shall be respected and protected at all times and shall not be the object of attack. 

2. 	 Paragraph 1 shall apply to civilian medical units, provided that they: 

(a) 	 belong to one of the Parties to the conflict; 

(b) 	 are recognized and authorized by the competent authority of one of the Parties to the 
conflict; or 

(c) 	 are authorized in conformity with Article 9, paragraph 2, of this Protocol or Article 27 
of the First Convention. 

3. The Parties to the conflict are invited to notify each other of the location of their fIxed medical 
units. The absence of such notifIcation shall not exempt any of the Parties from the obligation to 
comply with the provisions ofparagraph 1. 

4. Under no circumstances shall medical units be used in an attempt to shield military objectives 
from attack. Whenever possible, the Parties to the conflict shall ensure that medical units are so 
sited that attacks against military objectives do not imperil their safety. 

Article 13 - Discontinuance o/protection 0/civilian medical units 

1. The protection to which civilian medical units are entitled shall not cease unless they are 
used to commit, outside their humanitarian function, acts harmful to the enemy. Protection may, 
however, cease only after a warning has been given setting, whenever appropriate, a reasonable 
time-limit, and after such warning has remained unheeded. 

2. 	 The following shall not be considered as acts harmful to the enemy: 

(a) 	 that the personnel of the unit are equipped with light individual weapons for their own 
defence or for that of the wounded and sick in their charge; 

(b) 	 that the unit is guarded by a picket or by sen tries or by an escort; 

(c) 	 that small-arms and ammunition taken from the wounded and sick, and not yet handed 
to the proper service, are found in the units; 

(d) 	 that members of the armed forces or other combatants are in the unit for medical 
reasons. 

Article 14 - Limitations on requisition 0/civilian medical units 

1. The Occupying Power has the duty to ensure that the medical needs of the civilian population 
in occupied territory continue to be satisfied. 

2. The Occupying Power shall not, therefore, requisition civilian medical units, their equipment, 
their materiel or the services of their personnel, so long as these resources are necessary for the 
provision of adequate medical services for the civilian population and for the continuing medical 
care of any wounded and sick already under treatment. 

3. Provided that the general rule in paragraph 2 continues to be observed, the Occupying Power 
may requisition the said resources, subject to the following particular conditions: 
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(a) 	 that the resources are necessary for the adequate and immediate medical treatment of the 
wounded and sick members of the armed forces of the Occupying Power or of prisoners 
ofwar; 

(b) 	 that the requisition continues only while such necessity exists; and 

(c) 	 that immediate arrangements are made to ensure that the medical needs of the civilian 
population, as well as those of any wounded and sick under treatment who are affected 
by the requisition, continue to be satisfied. 

Article 15 - Protection ofcivilian medical and religious personnel 

1. 	 Civilian medical personnel shall be respected and protected. 

2. If needed, all available help shall be afforded to civilian medical personnel in an area where 
civilian medical services are disrupted by reason of combat activity. 

3. The Occupying Power shall afford civilian medical personnel in occupied territories every 
assistance to enable them to perform, to the best of their ability, their humanitarian functions. The 
Occupying Power may not require that, in the performance of those functions, such personnel 
shall give priority to the treatment of any person except on medical grounds. They shall not be 
compelled to carry out tasks which are not compatible with their humanitarian mission. 

4. Civilian medical personnel shall have access to any place where their services are essential, sub
ject to such supervisory and safety measures as the relevant Party to the conflict may deem necessary. 

5. Civilian religious personnel shall be respected and protected. The provisions of the 
Conventions and of this Protocol concerning the protection and identification of medical personnel 
shall apply equally to such persons. 

Article 16 - General protection ofmedical duties 

1. Under no circumstances shall any person be punished for carrying out medical activities 
compatible with medical ethics, regardless of the person benefiting therefrom. 

2. Persons engaged in medical activities shall not be compelled to perfonn acts or to carry out 
work contrary to the rules of medical ethics or to other medical rules designed for the benefit of 
the wounded· and sick or to the provisions of the Conventions or of this Protocol, or to refrain from 
performing acts or from carrying out work required by those rules and provisions. 

3. No person engaged in medical activities shall be compelled to give to anyone belonging either 
to an adverse Party, or to his own Party except as required by the law of the latter Party, any 
infonnation concerning the wounded and sick who are, or who have been, under his care, if such 
infonnation would, in his opinion, prove hannful to the patients concerned or to their families. 
Regulations for the compulsory notification of communicable diseases shall, however, be respected. 

Article 17 - Role of the civilian popUlation and ofaid societies 

1. The civilian population shall respect the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, even if they belong 
to the adverse Party, and shall commit no act of violence against them. The civilian population and 
aid societies, such as national Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, shall be 
permitted, even on their own initiative, to collect and care for the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, 
even in invaded or occupied areas. No one shall be harmed, prosecuted, convicted or punished for 
such h umani tarian acts. 
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2. The Parties to the conflict may appeal to the civilian population and the aid societies referred 
to in paragraph 1 to collect and care for the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, and to search for the 
dead and report their location; they shaIl grant both protection and the necessary facilities to those 
who respond to this appeal. If the adverse Party gains or regains control of the area, that Party also 
shall afford the same protection and facilities for so long as they are needed. 

Article 18 - Identification 

1. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to ensure that medical and religious personnel and 
medical units and transports are identifiable. 

2. Each Party to the conflict shall also endeavour to adopt and to implement methods and 
procedures which will make it possible to recognize medical units and transports which use the 
distinctive emblem and distinctive signals. 

3. In occupied territory and in areas where fighting is taking place or is likely to take place, 
civilian medical personnel and civilian religious personnel should be recognizable by the distinctive 
emblem and an identity card certifying their status. 

4. With the consent of the competent authority, medical units and transports shall be marked by 
the distinctive emblem. The ships and craft referred to in Article 22 of this Protocol shall be marked 
in accordance with the provisions of the Second Convention. 

5. In addition to the distinctive emblem, a Party to the conflict may, as provided in Chapter III 
of Annex I to this Protocol, authorize the use of distinctive signals to identify medical units and 
transports. Exceptionally, in the special cases covered in that Chapter, medical transports may use 
distinctive signals without displaying the distinctive emblem. 

6. The application of the provisions of paragraphs 1 to 5 of this Article is governed by Chapters I 
to III of Annex I to this Protocol. Signals designated in Chapter III of the Annex for the exclusive 
use of medical units and transports shall not, except as provided therein, be used for any purpose 
other than to identify the medical units and transports specified in that Chapter. 

7. This Article does not authorize any wider use of the distinctive emblem in peacetime than is 
prescribed in Article 44 of the First Convention. 

8. The provisions of the Conventions and of this Protocol relating to supervision of the use of the 
distinctive emblem and to the prevention and repression of any misuse thereof shall be applicable 
to distinctive signals. 

Article 19 - Neutral and other States not Parties to the conflict 

Neutral and other States not Parties to the conflict shall apply the relevant provisions of this 
Protocol to persons protected by this Part who may be received or interned within their territory, 
and to any dead of the Parties to that conflict whom they may fmd. 

Article 20 - Prohibition o[reprisals 

Reprisals against the persons and objects protected by this Part are prohibited. 
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SECTION II 

MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION 

Article 21 - Medical vehicles 

Medical vehicles shall be respected and protected in the same way as mobile medical units 
under the Conventions and this Protocol. 

Article 22·- HO$pital ships and coastal rescue craft 

1. The provisions of the Conventions relating to: 

(a) vessels described in Articles 22, 24, 25 and 27 of the Second Convention, 

(b) their lifeboats and small craft, 

(c) their personnel and crews, and 

(d) the wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board, 

shall also apply where these vessels carry civilian wounded, sick and shipwrecked who do not belong 
to any of the categories mentioned in Article 13 of the Second Convention. Such civilians shall not, 
however, be subject to surrender to any Party which is not their own, or to capture at sea. If they 
fmd themselves in the power of a Party to the conflict other than their own they shall be covered by 
the Fourth Convention and by this Protocol. 

2. The protection provided by the Conventions to vessels described in Article 25 of the Second 
Convention shall extend to hospital ships made available for humanitarian purposes to a Party to 
the conflict: ' 

(a) by a neutral or other State which is not a Party to that conflict; or 

(b) by an impartial international humanitarian organization, 

provided that, in either case, the requirements set out in that Article are complied with. 

3. Small craft described in Article 27 of the Second Convention shall be protected even if the 
notification envisaged by that Article has not been made. The Parties to the conflict are, 
nevertheless, invited to inform each other of any details of such craft which will facilitate their 
iden tification and recognition. 

Article 23 - Other medical ships and craft 

1. Medical ships and craft other than those referred to in Article 22 of this Protocol and Article 38 
of the Second Convention shall, whether at sea or in other waters, be respected and protected in the 
same way as mobile medical units under the Conventions and this Protocol. Since this protection 
can only be effective if they can be identified and recognized as medical ships or craft, such vessels 
should be marked with the distinctive emblem and as far as possible- comply with the second 
paragraph of Article 43 of the Second Convention. 
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2. The ships and craft referred to in paragraph 1 shall remain subject to the laws of war. Any 
warship on the surface able immediately to enforce its command may order them to stop, order 
them off, or make them take a certain course, and they shall obey every such command. Such ships 
and craft may not in any other way be diverted from their medical mission so long as they are needed 
for the wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board. 

3. The protection provided in paragraph 1 shall cease only under the conditions set out in 
Articles 34 and 35 of the Second Convention. A clear refusal to obey a command given in 
accordance with paragraph 2 shall be an act harmful to the enemy under Article 34 of the Second 
Convention. 

4. A Party to the conflict may notify any adverse Party as far in advance of sailing as possible 
of the name, description, expected time of sailing, course and estimated speed of the medical ship 
or craft, particularly in the case of ships of over 2,000 gross tons, and may provide any other 
information which would facilitate identification and recognition. The adverse Party shall 
acknowledge receipt of such information. 

5. The provisions of Article 37 of the Second Convention shall apply to medical and religious 
personnel in such ships and craft. 

6. The provisions of the Second Convention shall apply to the wounded, sick and shipwrecked 
belonging to the categories referred to in Article 13 of the Second Convention and in Article 44 of 
this Protocol who may be on board such medical ships and craft. Wounded, sick and shipwrecked 
civilians who do not belong to any of the categories mentioned in Article 13 of the Second 
Convention shall not be subject, at sea, either to surrender to any Party which is not their own, or 
to removal from slIch S11il-'S or craft; if they find themselves in tbe power of a Party to the conflict 
other than their own, they shall be covered by the Fourth Convention and by this Protocol. 

Article 24 -- Protection ofmedical aircraft 

Medical aircraft shall be respected and protected, subject to the provisions of this Part. 

Article 25 - Medical aircraft in areas not controlled by an adverse Party 

In and over land areas physically controlled by friendly forces, or in and over sea areas not 
physically controlled by an adverse Party, the respect and protection of med ical aircraft of a Party 
to the conflict is not dependent on any agreement with an adverse Party. For greater safety, 
however, a Party to the conflict operating its medical aircraft in these areas may notify the adverse 
Party, as provided in Article 29, in particular when such aircraft are making flights bringing them 
within range of surface-to-air weapons systems of the adverse Party. 

Article 26 - Medical aircraft in contact or similar zones 

1. In and over those parts of the contact zone which are physically controlled by friendly forces 
and in and over those areas the physical control of which is not clearly established, protection for 
medical aircraft can be fully effective only by prior agreement between the competent military 
authorities of the Parties to the conflict, as provided for in Article 29. Although, in the absence of 
such an agreemen t, medical aircraft operate at their own risk, they shall nevertheless be respected 
after they have been recognized as such. 

2. "Contact zone" means any area on land where the forward elemen ts of opposing forces are in 
contact with each other, especially where they are exposed to direct fire from the ground. 
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Article 27 - Medical aircraft in areas controlled by an adverse Party 

1. The medical aircraft of a Party to the conflict shall continue to be protected while flying over 
land or sea areas physically controlled by an adverse Party, provided that prior agreement to such 
flights has been obtained from the competent authority of that adverse Party. 

2. A medical aircraft which flies over an area physically controlled by an adverse Party without, or 
in deviation from the terms of, an agreement provided for in paragraph 1, either through navigational 
error or because of an emergency affecting the safety of the flight, shall make every effort to identify 
itself and to inform the adverse Party of the circumstances. As soon as such medical aircraft has been 
recognized by the adverse Party, that Party shall make all reasonable efforts to give the order to land 
or to alight on water, referred to in Article 30, paragraph 1, or to take other measures to safeguard its 
own interests, and, in either case, to allow the aircraft time for compliance, before resorting to an 
attack against the aircraft. 

Article 28 - Restrictions on operations ofmedical aircraft 

1. The Parties to the conflict are prohibited from using their medical aircraft to attempt to acquire 
any military advantage over an adverse Party. The presence of medical aircraft shall not be used in 
an attempt to render military objectives immune from attack. 

2. Medical aircraft shall not be used to collect or transmit intelligence data and shall not carry any 
equipment intended for such purposes. They are prohibited from carrying any persons or cargo not 
included within the defmition in Article 8, sub-paragraph (j). The carrying on board of the personal 
effects of the occupants or of equipment intended solely to facilitate navigation, communication or 
identification shall not be considered as prohibited. 

3. Medical aircraft shall not carry any armament except small-arms and ammunition taken from 
the wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board and not yet handed to the proper service, and such 
light individual weapons as may be necessary to enable the medical personnel on board to defend 
themselves and the wounded, sick and shipwrecked in their charge. ' 

4. While carrying out the flights referred to in Articles 26 and 27, medical aircraft shall not, 
except by prior agreement with the adverse Party, be used to search for the wounded, sick and 
shipwrecked. 

Article 29 - Notifications and agreements concerning medical aircraft 

1. Notifications under Article 25, or requests for prior agreement under Articles 26, 27, 28 
(paragraph 4), or 31 shall state the proposed number of medical aircraft, their flight plans and means 
of identification, and shall be understood to mean that every flight will be carried out in compliance 
with Article 28. 

2. A Party which receives a notification given under Article 25 shall at once acknowledge receipt 
of such notification. 

3. A Party which receives a request for prior agreement under Articles 26, 27, 28 (paragraph 4), 
or 31 shall, as rapidly as pOSSible, notify the requesting Party: 

(a) that the req uest is agreed to; 

(b) that the request is denied; or 
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(c) 	 of reasonable alternative proposals to the request. It may also propose a prohibition or 
restriction of other flights in the area during the time involved. If the Party which 
submitted the request accepts the alternative proposals, it shall notify the other Party 
of such acceptance. 

4. The Parties shall take the necessary measures to ensure that notifications and agreemen ts can 
be made rapidly. 

5. The Parties shall also take the necessary measures to disseminate rapidly the substance of any 
such notifications and agreements to the military units concerned and shall instruct those units 
regarding the means of identification that will be used by the medical aircraft in question. 

Article 30 - Landing and inspection ofmedical aircraft 

1. Medical aircraft flying over areas which are physically controlled by an adverse Party, or over 
areas the physical control of which is not clearly established, may be ordered to land or to alight 
on water, as appropriate, to permit inspection in accordance with the following paragraphs. Medical 
aircraft shall obey any such order. 

2. If such an aircraft lands or alights on water, whether ordered to do so or for other reasons, 
it may be subjected to inspection solely to determine the matters referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4. 
Any such inspection shall be commenced without delay and shall be cond ucted expeditiously. The 
inspecting Party shall not require the wounded and sick to be removed from the aircraft unless 
their removal is essential for the inspection. That Party shall in any event ensure that the condition 
of the wounded and sicK is not adversely affected by the inspection or by the removal. 

3. 	 If the inspection discloses that the aircraft: 

(a) 	 is a medical aircraft within the meaning of Article 8, sub-paragraph (j). 

(b) 	 is not in violation of the conditions prescribed in Article 28, and 

(c) 	 has not flown without or in breach of a prior agreement where such agreement is 
required, 

the aircraft and those of its occupants who belong to the adverse Party or to a neutral or other State 
not a Party to the conflict shall be authorized to continue the flight without delay. 

4. 	 If the inspection discloses that the aircraft: 

(a) 	 is not a medical aircraft within the meaning of Article 8, sub-paragraph (f). 

(b) 	 is in violation of the conditions prescribed in Article 28, or 

(c) 	 has flown without or in breach of a prior agreement where such agreement is required, 

the aircraft may be seized. Its occupants shall be treated in conformity with the relevant provisions 
of the Conven tions and of this Protocol. Any aircraft seized which had been assigned as a permanent 
medical aircraft may be used thereafter only as a medical aircraft. 

Article 31 - Neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict 

I. Except by prior agreement, medical aircraft shall not fly over or land in the territory 
of a neutral or other State not a Party to the conflict. However, with such an agreement, they 
shall be respected throughout their flight and also for the duration of any calls in the territory. 
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Nevertheless they shall obey any summons to land or to alight on water, as appropriate. 

2. Should a medical aircraft, in the absence of an agreement or in deviation from the terms of an 
agreement, fly over the territory of a neutral or other State not a Party to the conflict, either through 
navigational error or because of an emergency affecting the safety of the flight, it shall make every 
effort to give notice of the flight and to identify itself. As soon as such medical aircraft is recognized, 
that State shall make all reasonable efforts to give the order to land or to alight on water referred to 
in Article 30, paragraph 1, or to take other measures to safeguard its own interests, and, in either 
case, to allow the aircraft time for compliance, before resorting to an attack against the aircraft. 

3. If a medical aircraft, either by agreement or in the circumstances mentioned in paragraph 2, 
lands or alights on water in the territory of a neutral or other State not Party to the conflict, whether 
ordered to do so or for other reasons, the aircraft shall be subject to inspection for the purposes of 
detennining whether it is in fact a medical aircraft. The inspection shall be commenced without 
delay and shall be conducted expeditiously. The inspecting Party shall not require the wounded and 
sick of the Party operating the aircraft to be removed from it unless their removal is essential for 
the inspection. The inspecting Party shall in any event ensure that the condition of the wounded and 
sick is not adversely affected by the inspection or the removal. If the inspection discloses that the 
aircraft is in fact a medical aircraft, the aircraft with its occupants, other than those who must be 
detained in accordance with the rules of international law applicable in anned conflict, shall be 
allowed to resume its flight, and reasonable facilities shall be given for the continuation of the flight. 
If the inspection discloses that the aircraft is· not a medical aircraft, it shall be seized and the 
occupants treated in accordance with paragraph 4. 

4. . The wounded, sick and shipwrecked disembarked, otherwise than temporarily, from a medical 
aircraft with the consent of the local authorities in the territory of a neutral or other State not a 
Party to the conflict shall, unless agreed otherwise between that State and the Parties to the conflict, 
be detained by that State where so required by the rules of international law applicable in anned 
conflict, in such a manner that they cannot again take part in the hostilities. The cost of hospital 
treatment and internment shall be borne by the State to which those persons belong. 

5. Neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict shall apply any conditions and restrictions 
on the passage of medical aircraft over, or on the landing of medical aircraft in, their territory equally 
to all Parties to the conflict. 

SECTION III 

MISSING AND DEAD PERSONS 

Article 32 - General principle 

In the implementation of this Section, the activities of the High Contracting Parties, of the 
Parties to the conflict and of the international humanitarian organizations mentioned in the 
Conventions and in this Protocol shall be prompted mainly by the right offamilies to know the fate 
of their relatives. 

Article 33 - Missing persons 

1. As soon as circumstances permit, and at the latest from the end of active hostilities, each Party 
to the conflict shall search for the persons who have been reported missing by an adverse Party. 
Such adverse Party shall transmit all relevant infonnation concerning such persons in or!ler to 
faculitate such searches. 
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2. In order to facilitate the gathering of infonnation pursuant to the preceding paragraph, each 
Party to the conflict shall, with respect to persons who would not receive more favourable 
consideration under the Conventions and this Protocol: 

(a) 	 record the infonnation specified in Article 138 of the Fourth Convention in respect of 
such persons who have been detained, imprisoned or otherwise held in captivity for more 
than two weeks as a result of hostilities or occupation, or who have died during any 
period of detention; 

(b) 	 to the fullest extent pOSSible, facilitate and, if need be, carry out the search for and the 
recording of infonnation concerning such persons if they have died in other 
circumstances as a result of hostilities or occupation. 

3. Infonnation concerning persons reported missing pursuant to paragraph 1 and requests for such 
infonnation shall be transmitted either directly or through the Protecting Power or the Central 
Tracing Agency of the International Committee of the Red Cross or national Red Cross (Red 
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies. Where the infonnation is not transmitted through the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and its Central Tracing Agency, each Party to the conflict 
shall ensure that such infonnation is also supplied to the Central Tracing Agency. 

4. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to agree on arrangements for teams to search for, 
identify and recover the dead from battlefield areas, including arrangements, if appropriate, for such 
teams to be accompanied by personnel of the adverse Party while carrying out these missions in areas 
controlled by the adverse Party. Personnel of such teams shall be respected and protected while 
exclusively carrying out these duties. 

Article 34 - Remains ofdeceased 

1. The remains of persons who have died for reasons related to occupation or in detention 
resulting from occupation or hostilities and those of persons not nationals of the country in which 
they have died as a result of hostilities shall be respected, and the grave sites of all such persons shall 
be respected, maintained and marked as provided for in Article 130 of the Fourth Convention, where 
their remains or gravesites would not receive more favourable consideration under the Conventions 
and this Protocol. 

2. As soon as circumstances and the relations between the adverse Parties pennit, the High 
Contracting Parties in whose territories graves and, as the case may be, other locations of the remains 
of persons who have died as a result of hostilities or during occupation or in detention are situated, 
shall conclude agreements in order: 

(a) 	 to facilitate access to the gravesites by relatives of the deceased and by representatives of 
official graves registration services and to regulate the practical arrangements for such 
access; 

(b) 	 to protect and maintain such gravesites permanently; 

(c) 	 to facilitate the return of the remains of the deceased and of personal effects to the home 
country upon its request or, unless that country objects, upon the request of the next of 
kin. 

3. In the absence of the agreements provided for in paragraph 2 (b) or (c) and if the home country 
of such deceased is not willing to arrange at its expense for the maintenance of such gravesites, the 
High Contracting Party in whose territory the gravesites are situated may offer to facilitate the return 
of the remains of the deceased to the home country. Where such an offer has not been accepted the 
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High Contracting Party may, after the expiry of five years from the date of the offer and upon due 
notice to the home country, adopt the arrangements laid down in its own laws relating to cemeteries 
and graves. 

4. A High Contracting Party in whose territory the gravesites referred to in this Article are situated 
shall be permitted to exhume the remains only: 

(a) 	 in accordance with paragraphs 2 (c) and 3, or 

(b) 	 where exhumation is a matter of overriding public necessity, including cases of medical 
and investigative necessity, in which case the High Contracting Party shall at all times 
respect the remains, and shall give notice to the home country of its intention to exhume 
the remains together with details of the intended place of reinterment. 

PART III 

METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE 

COMBATANT AND PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

SECTION I 

METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE 

Article 35 - Basic rules 

1. In any armed conflict, the right of the Parties to the conflict to choose methods or means of 
warfare is not unlimited. 

2. It is prohibited to employ weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare of a nature 
to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering. 

3. It is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are intended, or may be 
expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment. 

Article 36 - New weapons 

In the study, development, acquisition or adoption of a new weapon, means or method of 
warfare, a High Contracting Party is under an obligation to determine whether its employment would, 
in some or alI circumstances, be prohibited by this Protocol or by any other rule of international 
law applicable to the High Contracting Party. 

Article 37 -- Prohibition ofperfidy 

I. It is prohibited to kill, injure or capture an adversary by resort to perfidy. Acts inviting the 
confidence of an adversary to lead him to believe that he is entitled to, or is obliged to accord, 
protection under the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, with intent to' betray 
that confidence, shall constitute perfidy. The following acts are examples of perfidy: 
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(a) the feigning of an intent to negotiate under a flag of truce or of a surrender; 

(b) the feigning of an incapacitation by wounds or sickness; 

(c) the feigning of civilian, non-combatant status; and 

(d) the feigning of protected status by the use of signs, emblems or uniforms of the United 
Nations or of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict. 

2. Ruses of war are not prohibited. Such ruses are acts which are intended to mislead an adversary 
or to induce him to act recklessly but which infringe no rule of international law applicable in armed 
conflict and which are not perfidious because they do not invite the confidence of an adversary with 
respect to protection under that law. The following are examples of such ruses: the use of 
camouflage, decoys, mock operations and misinformation. 

Article 38 - Recognized emblems 

1. It is prohibited to make improper use of the distinctive emblem of the red cross, red crescent 
or red lion and sun or of other emblems, signs or signals provided for by the Conventions or by this 
Protocol. It is also prohibited to misuse deliberately in an armed conflict other internationally 
recognized protective emblems, signs or signals, including the flag of truce, and the protective emblem 
of cultural property. 

2. It is prohibited to make use of the distinctive emblem of the United Nations, except as 
authorized by that Organization. 

Article 39 - Emblems ofnationality 

1. It is prohibited to make use in an armed conflict of the flags or military emblems, insignia or 
uniforms of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict. 

2. It is prohibited to make use of the flags or military emblems, insignia or uniforms of adverse 
Parties while engaging in attacks or in order to shield, favour, protect or impede military operations. 

3. Nothing in this Article or in Article 37, paragraph 1 (d), shall affect the existing generally 
recognized rules of international law applicable to espionage or to the use of flags in the conduct of 
armed conflict at sea. 

Article 40 - Quarter 

It is prohibited to order that there shall be no survivors, to threaten an adversary therewith 
or to conduct hostilities on this basis. 

Article 41 - Safeguard ofan enemy hors de combat 

1. A person who is recognized or who, in the circumstances, should be recognized to be 
hars de combat shall not be made the object of attack. 

2. A person is hors de combat if: 

(a) he is in the power of an adverse Party; 

(b) he clearly expresses an intention to surrender; or 
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(c) 	 he has been rendered unconscious or is otherwise incapacitated by wounds or sickness, 
and therefore is incapable of defending himself; 

provided that in any of these cases he abstains from any hostile act and does not attempt to escape. 

3. When persons entitled to protection as prisoners of war have fallen into the power of an adverse 
Party under unusual conditions of combat which prevent their evacuation as provided for in Part III, 
Section I, of the Third Convention, they shall be released and all feasible precautions shall be taken 
to ensure their safety. 

Article 42 - Occupants ofaircraft 

1. No person parachuting from an aircraft in distress shall be made the object of attack during 
his descent. 

2. Upon reaching the ground in territory controlled by an adverse Party, a person who has 
parachuted from an aircraft in distress shall be given an opportunity to surrender before being made 
the object of attack, unless it is apparent that he is engaging in a hostile act. 

3. 	 Airborne troops are not protected by this Article. 

SECTION II 

COMBATANT AND PRISONER·OF·WAR STATUS 

Article 43 - Anned forces 

1. The armed forces of a Party to a conflict consist of all organized armed forces, groups and units 
which are under a command responsible to that Party for the conduct of its subordinates, even if 
that Party is represented by a government or an authority not recognized by an adverse Party. Such 
armed forces shall be subject to an internal disciplinary system which, inter alia, shall enforce 
compliance with the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict. 

2. Members of the armed forces of a Party to a conflict (other than medical personnel and 
chaplains covered by Article 33 of the Third Convention) are combatants, that is to say, they have 
the right to participate directly in hostilities. 

3. Whenever a Party to a conflict incorporates a paramilitary or armed law inforcement agency 
into its armed forces it shall so notify the other Parties to the conflict. 

Article 44 - Combatants and prisoners ofwar 

1. Any combatant, as defmed in Article 43, who falls into the power of an adverse Party shall 
be a prisoner of war. 

2. While all combatants are obliged to comply with the rules of international law applicable in 
armed conflict, violations of these rules shall not deprive a combatant of his right to be a combatant 
or, if he falls into the power of an adverse Party, of his right to be a prisoner of war, except as 
provided in paragraphs 3 and 4. 
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3. In order to promote the protection of the civilian population from the effects of hostilities, 
combatants are obliged to distinguish themselves from the civilian population while they are engaged 
in an attack or in a military operation preparatory to an attack. Recognizing, however, that there 
are situations in armed conflicts where, owing to the nature of the hostilities an armed combatant 
cannot so distinguish himself, he shall retain his status as a combatant, provided that, in such 
situations, he carries his arms openly: 

(a) 	 during each military engagement, and 

(b) 	 during such time as he is visible to the adversary while he is engaged in a military 
deployment preceding the launching of an attack in which he is to participate. 

Acts which comply with the requirements of this paragraph shall not be considered as perfidious 
within the meaning of Article 37, paragraph 1 (c). 

4. A combatant who falls into the power of an adverse Party while failing to meet the 
requirements set forth in the second sentence of paragraph 3 shall forfeit his right to be a prisoner of 
war, but he shall, nevertheless, be given protections equivalent in all respects to those accorded to 
prisoners of war by the Third Convention and by this Protocol. This protection includes protections 
equivalent to those accorded to prisoners of war by the Third Convention in the case where such a 
person is tried and punished for any offences he has committed. 

5. Any combatant who falls into the power of an adverse Party while not engaged in an attack 
or in a military operation preparatory to an attack shall not forfeit his rights to be a combatant 
and a prisoner of war by virtue of his prior activities. 

6. This Article is without prejudice to the right of any person to be a prisoner of war pursuant 
to Article 4 of the Third Convention. 

7. This Article is not intended to change the generally accepted practice of States with respect 
to the wearing of the uniform by combatants assigned to the regular, uniformed armed units of a 
Party to the conflict. 

8. In addition to the categories of persons mentioned in Article 13 of the First and Second 
Conventions, all members of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict, as defined in Article 43 of 
this Protocol, shall be entitled to protection under those Conventions if they are wounded or sick 
or, in the case of the Second Convention, shipwrecked at sea or in other waters. 

Article 45 - Protection a/persons who have taken part in hostilities 

1. A person who takes part in hostilities and falls into the power of an adverse Party shall be pre
sumed to be a prisoner of war, and therefore shall be protected by the Third Convention, if he claims 
the status of prisoner of war, or if he appears to be entitled to such status, or if the Party on which he 
depends claims such status on his behalf by notification to the detaining Power or to the Protecting 
Power. Should any doubt arise as to whether any such person is entitled to the status of prisoner of 
war, he shall continue to have such status and, therefore, to be protected by the Third Convention 
and this Protocol until such time as his status has been determined by a competent tribunal. 

2. If a person who has fallen into the power of an adverse Party is not held as a prisoner of war 
and is to be tried by that Party for an offence arising out of the hostilities, he shall have the right 
to assert his entitlement to prisoner-of-war status before a judicial tribunal and to have that question 
adjudicated. Whenever possible under the applicable procedure, this adjudication shall occur before 
the trial for the offence. The representatives of the Protecting Power shall be entitled to attend the 
proceedings in which that question is adjudicated, unless, exceptionally, the proceedings are held 
in camera in the interest of State security. In such a case the detaining Power shall advise the 
Protecting Power accordingly. 
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3. Any person who has taken part in hostilities, who is not entitled to prisoner-of-war status and 
who does not benefit from more favourable treatment in accordance with the Fourth Convention 
shall have the right at all times to the protection of Article 75 of this Protocol. In occupied territory, 
any such person, unless he is held as a spy, shall also be entitled, notwithstanding Article 5 of the 
Fourth Convention, to his rights of communication under that Convention. 

Article 46 - Spies 

I. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Conventions or of this Protocol, any member of the 
armed forces of a Party to the conflict who falls into the power of an adverse Party while engaging in 
espionage shall not have the right to the status of prisoner of war and may be treated as a spy. 

2. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict who, on behalf of that Party and in 
territory controlled by an adverse Party, gathers or attempts to gather information shall not be 
considered as engaging in espionage if, while so acting, he is in the uniform of his armed forces. 

3. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict who is a resident of territory occupied 
by an adverse Party and who, on behalf of the Party on which he depends, gathers or attempts to 
gather information of military value within that territory shall not be considered as engaging in 
espionage unless he does so through an act of false pretences or deliberately in a clandestine manner. 
Moreover, such a resident shall not lose his right to the status of prisoner of war and may not be 
treated as a spy unless he is captured while engaging in espionage. 

4. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the coniflict who is not a resident of territory 
occupied by an adverse Party and who has engaged in espionage in that territory shall not lose his 
right to the status of prisoner of war and may not be treated as a spy unless he is captured before he 
has rejoined the armed forces to which he belongs. 

Article 47 - Mercenaries 

1. 	 A mercenary shall not have the right to be a combatant or a prisoner of war. 

2. 	 A mercenary is any person who: 

(a) 	 is specially recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in an armed conlflict; 

(b) 	 does, in fact, take a direct part in the hostilities; 

(c) 	 is motivated to take part in the hostilities essentially by the desire for private gain and, in 
fact, is promised, by or on behalf of a Party to the conflict, material compensation 
substantially in excess of that promised or paid to combatants of similar ranks and 
functions in the armed forces of that Party; 

(d) 	 is neither a national of a Party to the conflict nor a resident of territory controlled by a 
Party to the conflict; 

(e) 	 is not a member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict; and 

(/) 	 has not been sent by a State which is not a Party to the conflict on official duty as a 
member of its armed forces. 
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PART IV 

CIVILIAN POPULATION 

SECTION I 

GENERAL PROTECTION AGAINST EFFECTS OF HOSTILITIES 

Chapter I 

BASIC RULE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION 

Article 48 - Basic rule 

In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population and civilian objects, 
the Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between the civilian population and 
combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives and accordingly shall direct their 
operations only against military objectives. 

Article 49 - Definition ofattacks and scope ofapplication 

1. "Attacks" means acts of violence against the adversary, whether in offence of in defence. 

2. The provisions of this Protocol with respect to attacks apply to all attacks in whatever territory 
conducted, including the national territory belonging to a Party to the conflict but under the control 
of an adverse Party. 

3. The provisions of this Section apply to any land, air or sea warfare which may affect the civilian 
population, individual civilians or civilian objects on land. They further apply to all attacks from the 
sea or from the air against objectives on land but do not otherwise affect the rules of international 
law applicable in armed conflict at sea or in the air. 

4. The provisions of this Section are additional to the rules concerning humanitarian protection 
contained in the Fourth Convention, particularly in Part II thereof, and in other international agree
ments binding upon the High Contracting Parties, as well as to other rules of international law relating 
to the protection of civilians and civilian objects on land, at sea or in the air against the effects of 
hostilities. 

Chapter II 

CIVILIANS AND CIVILIAN POPULA TION 

Article 50 - Definition ofcivilians and civilian popUlation 

1. A civilian is any person who does not belong to one of the categories of persons referred to in 
Article 4 A (1), (2), (3) and (6) of the Third Convention and in Article 43 of this Protocol. In case 
of doubt whether a person is a civilian, that person shall be considered to be a civilian. 

2. The civilian population comprises all persons who are civilians. 
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3. The presence within the civilian population of individuals who do not come within the 
defmition of civilians does not deprive the population of its civilian character. 

Article 51 - Protection of the civilian population 

1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against dangers 
arising from military operations. To give effect to this protection, the following rules, which are 
additional to other applicable rules of international law, shall be observed in all circumstances. 

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. 
Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian 
population are prohibited. 

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Section, unless and for such time as they 
take a direct part in hostilities. 

4. 	 Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks are: 

(a) 	 those which are not directed at a specific military objective; 

(b) 	 those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be directed at a specific 
military objective; or 

(c) 	 those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which cannot be limited 
as required by this Protocol; 

and consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and civilians or 
civilian objects without distinction. 

5. 	 Among others, the following types of attacks are to be considered as indiscriminate: 

(a) 	 an attack by bombardment by any methods or means which treats as a single military 
objective a number of clearly separated and distinct military objectives located in a city, 
town, village or other area containing a similar concentration of civilians or civilian 
objects; and 

(b) 	 an attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to 
civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive 
in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated. 

6. 	 Attacks against the civilian population or civilians by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

7. The presence or movements of the civilian population or individual civilians shall not be used 
to render certain points or areas immune from military operations, in particular in attempts to shield 
military objectives from attacks OJ to shield, favour or impede military operations. The Parties to 
the conflict shall not direct the movement of the civilian population or individual civilians in order 
to attempt to shield military objectives from attacks or to shield military operations. 

8. Any violation of these prohibitions shall not release the Parties to the conflict from their legal 
obligations with respect to the civilian population and civilians, including the obligation to take the 
precautionary measures provided for in Article 57. 
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Chapter 111 

CIVILIAN OBJECTS 

Article 52 - General protection ofcivilian objects 

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or of reprisals. Civilian objects are all objects 
which are not military objectives as defmed in paragraph 2. 

2. Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so far as objects are concerned, 
military objectives are limited to those objects which by their nature, location, purpose or use make 
an effective contribution to military action and whose total or partial destruction, capture or 
neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a defmite military advantage. 

3. In case of doubt whether an object which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as 
a place of worship, a house or other dwelling or a school, is being used to make an effective 
contribution to military action, it shall be presumed not to be so used. 

Article 53 - Protection ofcultural objects and ofplaces of worship 

Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 14 May 1954, and of other relevant international 
instruments, it is prohibited: 

(a) to commit any acts of hostility directed against the historic monuments, works of art or 
places of worship which constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples; 

(b) to use such objects in support of the military effort; 

(c) to make such objects the object of reprisals. 

Article 54 - Protection ofobjects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

1. 	 Starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited. 

2. It is prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects indispensable to the survival 
of the civilian population, such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for the production of foodstuffs, 
crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation works, for the specific 
purpose of denying them for their sustenance value to the civilian popUlation or to the adverse Party, 
whatever the motive, whether in order to starve out civilians, to cause them to move away, or for 
any other motive. 

3. The prohibitions in paragraph 2 shall not apply to such of the objects covered by it as are used 
by an adverse Party: 

(a) 	 as sustenance solely for the members of its armed forces; or 

(b) 	 if not as sustenance, then in direct support of military action, provided, however, that in 
no event shall actions against these objects be taken which may be expected to leave the 
civilian population with such inadequate food or water as to cause its starvation or force 
its movement. 

4. 	 These objects shall not be made the object of reprisals. 
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5. In recognition of the vital requirements of any Party to the conflict in the defence of its 
national territory against invasion, derogation from the prohibitions contained in paragraph 2 may be 
made by a Party to the conflict within such territory under its own control where required by 
imperative military necessity. 

Article 55 - Protection of the natural environment 

1. Care shall be taken in warfare to protect the natural environment against widespread, long·term 
and severe damage. This protection includes a prohibition of the use of methods or means of warfare 
which are intended or may be expected to cause such damage to the natural environment and thereby 
to prejudice the health or survival of the population. 

2. 	 Attacks against the natural environment by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

Article 56 - Protection of works and installations containing dangerous forces 

I. Works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely dams, dykes and nuclear electrical 
generating stations, shall not be made the object of attack, even where these objects are military 
objectives, if such attack may cause the release of dangerous forces and consequent severe losses 
among the civilian population. Other military objectives located at or in the vicinity of these works 
or installations shall not be made the object of attack if such attack may cause the release of 
dangerous forces from the works or installations and consequent severe losses among the civilian 
population. 

2. 	 The special protection against attack provided by paragraph 1 shall cease: 

(aj 	 for a dam or a dyke only if it is used for other than its normal function and in regular, 
significant and direct support of military operations and if such attack is the only 
feasible way to terminate such support; 

(b j 	 for a nuclear electrical generating station only if it provides electric power in regular, 
significant and direct support of military operations and if such attack is the only feasible 
way to terminate such support; 

(cj 	 for other military objectives located at or in the vicinity of these works or installations 
only if they are used in regular, Significant and direct support of military operations and 
if such attack is the only feasible way to terminate such support. 

3. In all cases, the civilian population and individual civilians shall remain entitled to all the 
protection accorded them by international law, including the .protection of the precautionary 
measures provided for in Article 57. If the protection ceases and any of the works, installations or 
military objectives mentioned in paragraph 1 is attacked, all practical precautions shall be taken to 
avoid the release of the dangerous forces. 

4. It is prohibited to make any of the works, installations or military objectives mentioned in 
paragraph 1 the object of reprisals. 

5. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid locating any military objectives in the 
vicinity of the works or installations mentioned in paragraph 1. Nevertheless, installations erected 
for the sole purpose of defending the protected works or installations from attack are permissible 
and shall not themselves be made the object of attack, provided that they are not used in hostilities 
except for defensive actions necessary to respond to attacks against the protected works or 
installations and that their armament is limited to weapons capable only of repelling hostile action 
against the protected works or installations. 
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6. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict are urged to conclude further agree
ments among themselves to provide additional protection for objects containing dangerous forces. 

7. In order to facilitate the identification of the objects protected by this Article, the Parties to 
the conflict may mark them with a special sign consisting of a group of three bright orange circles 
placed on the same axis, as specified in Article 16 of Annex I to this Protocol. The absence of such 
marking in no way relieves any Party to the conflict of its obligations under this Article. 

Chapter IV 

PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

Article 57 - Precautions in attack 

1. In the conduct of military operations, constant care shall be taken to spare the civilian 
population, civilians and civilian objects. 

2. 	 With respect to attacks, the following precautions shall be taken: 

(a) 	 those who plan or decide upon an attack shall: 

(i) 	 do everything feasible to verify that the objectives to be attacked are neither 
civilians nor civilian objects and are not subject to special protection but are 
military objectives within the meaning of paragraph 2 of Article 52 and that it is 
not prohibited by the provisions of this Protocol to attack them; 

(ii) 	 take all feasible precautions in the choice of means and methods of attack with a 
view to avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, 
injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects; 

(iii) 	 refrain from deciding to launch any attack which may be expected to cause 
incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a 
combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and 
direct military advantage anticipated; 

(b) 	 an attack shall be cancelled or suspended if it becomes apparent that the objective is not 
a military one or is subject to special protection or that the attack may be expected to 
cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a 
combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct 
military advantage anticipated; 

(c) 	 effective advance warning shall be given of attacks which may affect the civilian 
population, unless circumstances do not permit. 

3. When a choice is possible between several military objectives for obtaining a similar military 
advantage, the objective to be selected shall be that the attack on which may be expected to cause 
the least danger to civilian lives and to civilian objects. 

4. In the conduct of military operations at sea or in the air, each Party to the conflict shall, in 
conformity with its rights and duties under the rules of international law applicable in armed 
conflict, take all reasonable precautions to avoid losses of civilian lives and damage to civilian objects. 

5. No provision of this Article may be construed as authorizing any attacks against the civilian 
population, civilians or civilian objects. 
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Article 58 - Precautions against the effects ofattacks 

The Parties to the conflict shall, to the maximum extent feasible: 

(a) 	 without prejudice to Article 49 of the Fourth Convention, endeavour to remove the 
civilian population, individual civilians and civilian objects under their control from the 
vicinity of military objectives; 

(b) 	 avoid locating military objectives within or near densely populated areas; 

(c) 	 take the other necessary precautions to protect the civilian population, individual 
civilians and civilian objects under their control against the dangers resulting from 
military operations. 

Chapter V 

LOCALITIES AND ZONES UNDER SPECIAL PROTECTION 

Article 59 - Non-defended localities 

1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to attack, by any means whatsoever, non
defended localities. 

2. The appropriate authorities of a Party to the conflict may declare as a non-defended locality 
any inhabited place near or in a zone where armed forces are in contact which is open for occupation 
by an adverse Party. Such a locality shall fulfIl the following conditions: 

(a) 	 all combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile military equipment must have been 
evacuated; 

(b) 	 no hostile use shall be made of fIxed military installations or establishments; 

(c) 	 no acts of hostility shall be committed by the authorities or by the population; and 

(d) 	 no activities in support of military operations shall be undertaken. 

3. The presence, in this locality, of persons specially protected under the Conventions and this 
Protocol, and of police forces retained for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order, is not 
contrary to the conditions laid down in paragraph 2. 

4. The declaration made under paragraph 2 shall be addressed to the adverse Party and shall 
defme and describe, as precisely as possible, the limits of the non-defended locality. The Party to 
the conflict to which the declaration is addressed shall acknowledge its receipt and shall treat the 
locality as a non-defended locality unless the conditions laid down in paragraph 2 are not in fact 
fulfIlled, in which event it shall immediately so inform the Party making the declaration. Even if 
the conditions laid down in paragraph 2 are not fulfIlled, the locality shall continue to enjoy the 
protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of international 
law applicable in armed conflict. 

5. The Parties to the conflict may agree on the establishment of non-defended locaJities even 
if such localities do not fulfIl the conditions laid down in paragraph 2. The agreement should defme 
and describe, as precisely as possible, the limits of the non-defended locality; if necessary, it Qlay lay 
down the methods of supervision. 
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6. The Party which is in control of a locality governed by such an agreement shall mark it, so far 
as possible, by such signs as may be agreed upon with the other Party, which shall be displayed where 
they are clearly visible, especially on its perimeter and limits and on highways. 

7. A locality loses its status as a non-defended locality when it ceases to fulf:tl the conditions laid 
down in paragraph 2 or in the agreement referred to in paragraph 5. In such an eventuality, the 
locality shall continue to enjoy the protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and 
the other rules of intemationallaw applicable in armed conflict. 

Article 60 - Demilitarized zones 

1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to extend their military operations to zones on 
which they have conferred by agreement the status of demilitarized zone, if such extension is 
contrary to the terms of this agreement. 

2. The agreement shall be an express agreement, may be concluded verbally or in writing, either 
directly or through a Protecting Power or any impartial humanitarian organization, and may consist 
of reciprocal and concordant declarations. The agreement may be concluded in peacetime, as well 
as after the outbreak of hostilities, and should defme and describe, as precisely as pOSSible, the limits 
of the demilitarized zone and, if necessary, lay down the methods of supervision. 

3. The subject of such an agreement shall normally be any zone which fulf:tls the following 
conditions: 

(a) 	 all combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile military equipment, must have 
been evacuated; 

(b) 	 no hostile use shall be made of fIxed military installations or establishments; 

(c) 	 no acts of hostility shall be committed by the authorities or by the population; and 

(d) 	 any activity linked to the military effort must have ceased. 

The Parties to the conflict shall agree upon the interpretation to be given to the condition laid down 
in sub-paragraph (d) and upon persons to be admitted to the demilitarized zone other than those 
mentioned in paragraph 4. 

4. The presence, in this zone, of persons specially protected under the Conventions and this 
Protocol, and of police forces retained for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order, is not 
contrary to the conditions laid down in paragraph 3. 

5. The Party which is in control of such a zone shall mark it, so far as pOSSible, by such signs as 
may be agreed upon with the other Party, which shall be displayed where they are clearly visible, 
especially on its perimeter and limits and on highways. 

6. If the fIghting draws near to a demilitarized zone, and if the Parties to the conflict have so 
agreed, none of them may use the zone for purposes related to the conduct of military operations or 
unilaterally revoke its status. 

7. If one of the Parties to the conflict commits a material breach of the provisions of paragraphs 3 
or 6, the other Party shall be released from its obligations under the agreement conferring upon the 
zone the status of demilitarized zone. In such an eventuality, the zone loses its status but shall 
continue to enjoy the protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and the other 
rules of international law applicable in armed conflict. 
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Chapter VI 


CIVIL DEFENCE 


Article 61 - Definitions and scope 

For the purposes of this Protocol: 

(a) 	 "civil defence" means the performance of some or all of the undermentioned humanitar
ian tasks intended to protect the civilian population against the dangers, and to help it 
to recover from the immediate effects, of hostilities or disasters and also to provide the 
conditions necessary for its survival. These tasks are: 

(i) 	 warning; 

(ii) 	 evacuation; 

(iii) 	 management of shelters; 

(iv) 	 management of blackout measures; 

(v) 	 rescue; 

(vi) 	 medical services, including first aid, and religiOUS assistance; 

(vii) 	 fire-fighting; 

(viii) 	 detection and marking of danger areas; 

(ix) 	 decontamination and similar protective measures; 

(x) 	 provision of emergency accommodation and supplies; 

(xi) 	 emergency assistance in the restoration and maintenance of order in distressed 
areas; 

(xii) 	 emergency repair of indispensable public utilities; 

(xiii) emergency disposal of the dead; 

(xiv) 	 assistance in the preservation of objects essential for survival; 

(xv) 	 complementary activities necessary to carry out any of the tasks mentioned above, 
including, but not limited to, planning and organization; 

(b) 	 "civil defence organizations" means those establishments and other units which are 
organized or authorized by the competent authorities of a Party to the conflict to 
perform any of the tasks mentioned under sub-paragraph (a), and which are assigned and 
devoted exclusively to such tasks; 

(c) 	 "personnel" of civil defence organizations means those persons assigned by a Party to 
the conflict exclusively to the performance of the tasks mentioned under sub-paragraph 
(a), including personnel assigned by the competent authority of that Party exclusively to 
the administration of these organizations; , 
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(d) 	 "materiel" of civil defence organizations means equipment, supplies and transports 
used by these organizations for the performance of the tasks mentioned under sub
paragraph (a). 

Article 62 - General protection 

1. Civilian civil defence organizations and their personnel shall be respected and protected, subject 
to the provisions of this Protocol, particularly the provisions of this Section. They shall be entitled 
to perform their civil defence tasks except in case of imperative military necessity. 

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 shall also apply to civilians who, although not members of 
civilian civil defence organizations, respond to an appeal from the competent authorities and perform 
civil defence tasks under their control. 

3. Buildings and materiel used for civil defence purposes and shelters provided for the civilian 
population are covered by Article 52. Objects used for civil defence purposes may not be destroyed 
or diverted from their proper use except by the Party to which they belong. 

Article 63 - Civil defence in occupied territories 

1. In occupied territories, civilian civil defence organizations shall receive from the authorities 
the facilities necessary for the performance of their tasks. In no circumstances shall their personnel 
be compelled to perform activities which would interfere with the proper performance of these 
tasks. The Occupying Rower shall not change the structure or personnel of such organizations in any 
way which might jeopardize the efficient performance of their mission. These organizations shall not 
be required to give priority to the nationals or interests of that Power. 

2. The Occupying Power shall not compel, coerce or induce civilian civil defence organizations to 
perform their tasks in any manner prejudicial to the interests of the civilian population. 

3. 	 The Occupying Power may disarm civil defence personnel for reasons of security. 

4. . The Occupying Power shall neither divert from their proper use nor requisition buildings or 
materiel belonging to or used by civil defence organizations if such diversion or requisition would be 
harmful to the civilian population. 

5. Provided that the general rule in paragraph 4 continues to be observed, the Occupying Power 
may requisition or divert these resources, subject to the following particular conditions: 

(a) 	 that the buildings or materiel are necessary for other needs of the civilian population; and 

(b) 	 that t~e requisition or diversion continues only while such necessity exists. 

6. The Occupying Power shall neither divert nor requisition shelters provided for the use of the 
civilian popUlation or needed by such population. 

Article 64 - Civilian civil defence organizations ofneutral or other States not Parties to the conflict 
and international co-ordinating organizations 

1. Articles 62, 63,65 anq 66 shall also apply to the personnel and materiel of civilian civil defence 
organizations ofneutral. or other States not Parties to the conflict which perform civil defence tasks 
mentioned in Article 61 in the territory of a Party to the conflict, with the consent and under the 
control of that Party. Notification of such assistance shall be given as soon as possible to any adverse 
Party concerned. In no circumstances shall this activity be deemed to be an interference in the 
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conflict. This activity should, however, be performed with due regard to the security interests of 
the Parties to the conflict concerned. 

2. The Parties to the conflict receiving the assistance referred to in paragraph 1 and the High 
Contracting Parties granting it should facilitate international co-ordination of such civil defence 
actions when appropriate. In such cases the relevant international organizations are covered by the 
provisions of this Chapter. 

3. In occupied territories, the Occupying Power may only exclude or restrict the activities of 
civilian civil defence organizations of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict and of inter
national co-ordinating organizations if it can ensure the adequate performance of civil defence tasks 
from its own resources or those of the occupied territory. 

Article 65 - Cessation o/protection 

1. The protection to which civilian civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings, shelters 
and materiel are entitled shall not cease unless they commit or are used to commit, outside their 
proper tasks, acts harmful to the enemy. Protection may, however, cease only after a warning has 
been given setting, whenever appropriate, a reasonable time-limit, and after such warning has 
remained unheeded. 

2. 	 The following shall not be considered as acts harmful to the enemy: 

(a) 	 that civil defence tasks are carried out under the direction or control of military 
authorities; 

(b) 	 that civilian civil defence personnel co-operate with military personnel in the performance 
of civil defence tasks, or that some military personnel are attached to civilian civil 
defence organizations; 

(c) 	 that the performance of civil defence tasks may incidentally benefit military victims, 
partiCUlarly those who are hors de combat. 

3. It shall also not be considered as an act harmful to the enemy that civilian civil defence 
personnel bear light individual weapons for the purpose of maintaining order or for self-defence. 
However, in areas where land fighting is taking place or is likely to take place, the Parties to the 
conflict shall undertake the appropriate measures to limit these weapons to handguns, such as pistols 
or revolvers, in order to assist in distinguishing between civil defence personnel and combatants. 
Although civil defence personnel bear other light individual weapons in such areas, they shall 
nevertheless be respected and protected as soon as they have been recognized as such. 

4. The formation of civilian civil defence organizations along military lines, and compulsory 
service in them, shall also not deprive them of the protection conferred by this Chapter. 

Article 66 - Identification 

1. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to ensure that its civil defence organizations, their 
personnel, buildings and materiel, are identifiable while they are exclUSively devoted to the 
performance of civil defence tasks. Shelters provided for the civilian population should be similarly 
identifiable. 

2. Each Party to the conflict shall also endeavour to adopt and implement methods and 
procedures which will make it possible to recognize civilian shelters as well as civil defence 
personnel, buildings and materiel on which the international distinctive sign of civil defence is 
displayed. 
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3. In occupied territories and in areas where fighting is taking place or is likely to take place, 
civilian civil defence personnel should be recognizable by the international distinctive sign of civil 
defence and by an identity card certifying their status. 

4. The international distinctive sign of civil defence is an equilateral blue triangle on an orange 
ground when used for the protection of civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings and 
materiel and for civilian shelters. 

5. In addition to the distinctive sign, Parties to the conflict may agree upon the use of distinctive 
signals for civil defence identification purposes. 

6. The application of the provisions of paragraphs 1 to 4 is governed by Chapter V of Annex I to 
this Protocol. 

7. In time of peace, the sign described in paragraph 4 may, with the consent of the competent 
national authorities, be used for civil defence identification purposes. 

8. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall take the measures necessary to 
supervise the display of the international distinctive sign of civil defence and to prevent and repress 
any misuse thereof. 

9. The identification of civil defence medical and religious personnel, medical units and medical 
transports is also governed by Article 18. 

Article 67 - Members -of the armed forces and military units assigned to civil defence or~anizations 

1. Members of the armed forces and military units assigned to civil defence organizations shall be 
respected and protected, provided that: 

(a) 	 such personnel and such units are permanently assigned and exclusively devoted to the 
performance of any of the tasks mentioned in Article 61 ; 

(b) 	 if so assigned, such personnel do not perform any other military duties during the 
conflict; 

(c) 	 such personnel are clearly distinguishable from the other members of the armed forces by 
prominently displaying the international distinctive sign of civil defence, which shall be 
as large as appropriate, and such personnel are provided with the identity card referred to 
in Chapter V of Annex I to this Protocol certifying their status; 

(d) 	 such personnel and such units are equipped only with light individual weapons for the 
purpose of maintaining order or for self·defence. The provisions of Article 65, para
graph 3 shall also apply in this case; 

(e) 	 such personnel do not participate directly in hostilities, and do not commit, or are not 
used to commit, outside their civil defence tasks, acts harmful to the adverse Party; 

(j) 	 such personnel and such units perform their civil defence tasks only within the national 
territory of their party. 

The non-observance of the conditions stated in (e) above by any member of the armed forces who is 
bound by the conditions prescribed in (a) and (b) above is prohibited. 

2. Military personnel serving within civil defence organizations shall, if they fall into the power of 
an adverse Party, be prisoners of war. In occupied territory they may, but only in the interest of the 
civilian population of that territory, be employed on civil defence tasks in so far as the need arises, 
provided however that, if such work is dangerous, they volunteer for such tasks. 
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3. The buildings and major items of equipment and transports of military units assigned to civil 
defence organizations shall be clearly marked with the international distinctive sign of civil defence. 
This distinctive sign shall be as large as appropriate. 

4. The materiel and buildings of military units permanently assigned to civil defence organizations 
and exclusively devoted to the performance of civil defence tasks shall, if they fall into the hands of 
an adverse Party, remain subject to the laws of war. They may not be diverted from their civil 
defence purpose so long as they are required for the performance of civil defence tasks, except in 
case of iniperative military necessity, unless previous arrangements have been made for adequate 
provision for the needs of the civilian population. 

SECTION II 

RELIEF IN FAVOUR OF THE CNILIAN POPULATION 

Article 68 - Field ofapplication 

The provisions of this Section apply to the civilian popUlation as defined in this Protocol and 
are supplementary to Articles 23, 55, 59, 60, 61 and 62 and other relevant provisions of the Fourth 
Convention. 

Article 69 - Basic needs in occupied territories 

1. In addition to the duties specified in Article 55 of the Fourth Convention concerning food and 
medical supplies, the Occupying Power shall, to the fullest extent of the means available to it and 
without any adverse distinction, also ensure the provision of clothing, bedding, means of shelter, 
other supplies essential to the survival of the civilian population of the occupied territory and objects 
necessary for religious worship. ' 

2. Relief actions for the benefit of the civilian population of occupied territories are governed by 
Articles 59, 60, 61, 62, 108, 109, 110 and 111 of the Fourth Convention, and by Article 71 of this 
Protocol, and shall be implemented without delay. 

Article 70 - Reliefactions 

1. If the civilian population of any territory under the control of a Party to the conflict, other 
than occupied territory, is not adequately provided with the supplies mentioned in Article 69, relief 
actions which are humanitarian and impartial in character and conducted without any adverse 
distinction shall be undertaken, subject to the agreement of the Parties concerned in such relief 
actions. Offers of such relief shall not be regarded as interference in the armed conflict or as 
unfriendly acts. In the distribution of relief consignments, priority shall be given to those persons, 
such as children, expectant mothers, maternity cases and nursing mothers, who, under the Fourth 
Convention or under this Protocol, are to be accorded privileged treatment or special protection. 

2. The Parties to the conflict and each High Contracting Party shall allow and facilitate rapid and 
unimpeded passage of all relief consignments, equipment and personnel provided in accordance with 
this Section, even if such assistance is destined for the civilian population of the adverse Party. 

3. The Parties to the conflict and each High Contracting Party which allows the passage of relief 
consignments, equipment and personnel in accordance with paragraph 2: ' 
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(a) 	 shall have the right to prescribe the technical arrangements, including search, under which 
such passage is permitted; 

(b) 	 may make such permission conditional on the distribution of this assistance being made 
under the local supervision of a Protecting Power; 

(c) 	 shall, in now way whatsoever, divert relief consignments from the purpose for which they 
are intended nor delay their forwarding, except in cases of urgent necessity in the interest 
of the civilian population concerned. 

4. The Parties to the conflict shall protect relief consignments and facilitate their rapid 
distribution. 

5. The Parties to the conflict and each High Contracting Party concerned shall encourage and 
facilitate effective international co-ordination of the relief actions referred to in paragraph 1. 

Article 71 - Personnel participating in relief actions 

1. Where necessary, relief personnel may form part of the assistance provided in any relief action, 
in particular for the transportation and distribution of relief consignments; the participation of such 
personnel shall be subject to the approval of the Party in whose territory they will carry out their 
duties. 

2. 	 Such personnel ~hall be respected and protected. 

3. Each Party in receipt of relief consignments shall, to the fullest extent practicable, assist the 
relief personnel referred to in paragraph 1 in carrying out their relief mission. Only in case of 
imperative military necessity may the activities of the relief personnel be limited or their movements 
temporarily restricted. 

4. Under no circumstances may relief personnel exceed the terms of their mission under this 
Protocol. In particular they shall take account of the security requirements of the Party in whose 
territory they are carrying out their duties. The mission of any of the personnel who do not respect 
these conditions may be terminated. 

SECTION III 


TREATMENT OF PERSONS IN THE POWER OF A PARTY TO THE CONFLICT 


Chapter I 


FIELD OF APPLICATIONAND PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND OBJECTS 


Article 72 - Field ofapplication 

The provisions of this Section are additional to the rules concerning humanitarian protection of 
civilians and civilian objects in the power of a Party to the conflict contained in the Fourth 
Convention, particularly Parts I and III thereof, as well as to other applicable rules of international 
law relating to the protection of fundamental human rights during international armed conflict. 
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Article 73 - Refugees and stateless persons 

Persons who, before the beginning of hostilities, were considered as stateless persons or refugees 
under the relevant international instruments accepted by the Parties concerned or under the national 
legislation of the State of refuge or State of residence shall be protected persons within the meaning 
of Parts I and III of the Fourth Convention, in all circumstances and without any adverse distinction. 

Article 74 - Reunion ofdispersed families 

The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall facilitate in every possible way 
the reunion of families dispersed as a result of armed conflicts and shall encourage in particular the 
work of the humanitarian organizations engaged in this task in accordance with the provisions of the 
Conventions and of this Protocol and in conformity with their respective security regulations. 

Article 75 - Fundamental guarantees 

1. In so far as they are affected by a situation referred to in Article 1 of this Protocol, persons 
who are in the power of a Party to the conflict and who do not benefit from more favourable treat
ment under the Conventions or under this Protocol shall be treated humanely in all circumstances 
and shall enjoy, as a minimum, the protection provided by this Article without any adverse 
distinction based upon race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, wealth, birth or other status, or on any other similar criteria. Each Party 
shall respect the person, honour, convictions and religious practices of all such persons. 

2. The following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever, 
whether committed by civilian or by military agents: 

(a) 	 violence to the life, health, or physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular: 

(i) 	 murder; 

(ii) torture of all kinds, whether physical or mental; 

(iii) corporal punishment; and 

(iv) mutilitation; 

(b) 	 outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, 
enforced prostitution and any form of indecent assault; 

(c) 	 the taking of hostages; 

(d) 	 collective punishments; and 

(e) 	 threats to commit any of the foregoing acts. 

3. Any person arrested, detained or interned for actions related to the armed conflict shall be 
informed promptly, in a language he understands, of the reasons why these measures have been 
taken. Except in cases of arrest or detention for penal offences, such persons shall be released with 
the minimum delay possible and in any event as soon as the circumstances justifying the arrest, 
detention or internment have ceased to exist. 

4. No sentence may be passed and no penalty may be executed on a person found guilty of a 
penal offence related to the armed conflict except pursuant to a conviction pronounced by an 
impartial and regularly constituted court respecting the generally recognized principles of regular 
judicial procedure, which include the following: 
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(a) 	 the procedure shall provide for an accused to be informed without delay of the 
particulars of the offence alleged against him and shall afford the accused before and 
during his trial all necessary rights and means of defence; 

(b) 	 no one shall be convicted of an offence except on the basis of individual penal 
responsibility; 

(c) 	 no one shall be accused or convicted of a criminal offence on account of any act or 
omission which did not constitute a criminal offence under the national or international 
law to which he was subject at the time when it was committed; nor shall a heavier 
penalty be imposed than that which was applicable at the time when the criminal offence 
was committed; if, after the commission of the offence, provision is made by law for the 
imposition of a lighter penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby; 

(d) 	 anyone charged with an offence is presumed innocent until proved guilty according to 
law; 

(e) 	 anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to be tried in his presence; 

(f) 	 no one shall be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt; 

(g) 	 anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to examine, or have examined, the 
witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on 
his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him; 

(h) 	 no one shall be prosecuted or punished by the same Party for an offence in respect of 
which a fmal judgement acquitting or convicting that person has been previously 
pronounced under the same law and judicial procedure; 

(i) 	 anyone prosecuted for an offence shall have the right to have the judgement pronounced 
publicly; and 

(j) 	 a convicted person shall be advised on conviction of his judicial and other remedies and 
of the time-limits within which they may be exercised. 

5. Women whose liberty has been restricted for reasons related to the anned conflict shall be held 
in quarters separated from men's quarters. They shall be under the immediate supervision of women. 
Nevertheless, in cases where families are detained or interned, they shall, whenever possible, be held 
in the same place and accommodated as family units. 

6. Persons who are arrested, detained or interned for reasons related to the anned conflict shall 
enjoy the protection provided by this Article until their final release, repatriation or re-establishment, 
even after the end of the anned conflict. 

7. In order to avoid any doubt concerning the prosecution and trial of persons accused of war 
crimes or crimes against humanity, the following principles shall apply: 

(a) 	 persons who are accused of such crimes should be submitted for the purpose of 
prosecution and trial in accordance with the applicable rules of international law ; and 

(b) 	 any such persons who do not benefit from more favourable treatment under the 
Conventions or this Protocol shall be accorded the treatment provided by this Article, 
whether or not the crimes of which they are accused constitute grave breaches of the 
Conventions or of this Protocol. 
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8. No provIsIon of this Article may be construed as limiting or infringing any other more 
favourable provision granting greater protection, under any applicable rules of international law, to 
persons covered by paragraph 1. 

Chapter II 

MEASURES IN FA YOUR OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Article 76 - Protection ofwomen 

1. Women shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected in particular against rape, 
forced prostitution and any other fonn of indecent assault. 

2. Pregnant women and mothers having dependent infants who are arrested, detained or interned 
for reasons related to the anned conflict, shall have their cases considered with the utmost priority. 

3. To the maximum extent feasible, the Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid the 
pronouncement of the death penalty on pregnant women or mothers having dependent infants, for an 
offence related to the anned conflict. The death penalty for such offences shall not be executed on 
such women. 

Article 77 - Protection ofchildren 

1. Children shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected against any fonn of 
indecent assault. The Parties to the conflict shall provide them with the care and aid they require, 
whether because of their age or for any other reason. 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible measures in order that children who have not 
attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall 
refrain from recruiting them into their anned forces. In recruiting anlOng those persons who have 
attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the age of eighteen years, the Parties to 
the conflict shall endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest. 

3. If, in exceptional cases, despite the provisions of paragraph 2, children who have not attained 
the age of fifteen years take a direct part in hostilities and fall into the power of an adverse Party, 
they shall continue to benefit from the special protection accorded by this Article, whether or not 
they are prisoners of war. 

4. If arrested, detained or interned for reasons related to the anned conflict, children shall be held 
in quarters separate from the quarters of adults, except where fan1ilies are accommodated as family 
units as provided in Article 75, paragraph 5. 

5. The death penalty for an offence related to the anned conflict shall not be executed on persons 
who had not attained the age of eighteen years at the time the offence was committed. 

Article 78 - Evacuation ofchildren 

1. No Party to the conflict shall arrange for the evacuation of children, other than its own 
nationals, to a foreign country except for a temporary evacuation where compelling reasons of 
the health or medical treatment of the children or, except in occupied territory, their safety, so 
require. Where the parents or legal guardians can be found, their written consent to such evac'uation 
is required. If these persons cannot be found, the written consent to such evacuation of the 
persons who by law or custom are primarily responsible for the care of the children is required. 
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Chapter III 

JOURNALISTS 

Article 79 - Measures ofprotection for journalists 

1. Journalists engaged in dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflict shall be 
considered as civilians within the meaning of Article 50, paragraph 1. 

2. They shall be protected as such under the Conventions and this Protocol, provided that they 
take no action adversely affecting their status as civilians, and without prejudice to the right of war 
correspondents accredited to the armed forces to the status provided for in Article 4 A (4) of the 
Third Convention. 

3. They may obtain an identity card similar to the model in Annex II of this Protocol. This card, 
which shall be issued by the government of the State of which the journalist is a national or in whose 
territory he resides or in which the news medium employing him is located, shall attest to his status 
as a journalist. 

PARTY 

EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTIONS AND OF THIS PROTOCOL 

SECTION I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 80 - Measures for execution 

1. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall without delay take all 
necessary measures for the execution of their obligations under the Conventions and this Protocol. 

2. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall give orders and instructions to 
ensure observance of the Conventions and this Protocol, and shall supervise their execution. 

Article 81 - Activities of the Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations 

1. The Parties to the conflict shall grant to the International Committee of the Red Cross all 
facilities within their power so as to enable it to carry out the humanitarian functions assigned to it 
by the Conventions and this Protocol in order to ensure protection and assistance to the victims of 
conflicts; the International Committee of the Red Cross may also carry out any other humanitarian 
activities in favour of these victims, subject to the consent of the Parties to the conflict concerned. 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall grant to their respective Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun) organizations the facilities necessary for carrying out their humanitarian activities in favour 
of the victims of the conflict, in accordance with the provisions of the Conventions and this Protocol 
and the fundamental principles of the Red Cross as formulated by the International Conferences of 
the Red Cross. 
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3. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall facilitate in every possible way 
the assistance which Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations and the League of 
Red Cross Societies extend to the victims of conflicts in accordance with the provisions of the 
Conventions and this Protocol and with the fundamental principles of the Red Cross as formulated 
by the International Conferences of the Red Cross. 

4. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall, as far as possible, make 
facilities similar to those mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 available to the other humanitarian 
organizations referred to in the Conventions and this Protocol which are duly authorized by the 
respective Parties to the conflict and which perform their humanitarian activities in accordance with 
the provisions of the Conventions and this Protocol. 

Article 82 - Legal advisers in armed forces 

The High Contracting Parties at all times, and the Parties to the conflict in time of armed 
conflict, shall ensure that legal advisers are available, when necessary, to advise military commanders 
at the appropriate level on the application of the Conventions and this Protocol and on the 
appropriate instruction to be given to the armed forces on this subject. 

Article 83 - Dissemination 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of peace as in time of armed conflict, to 
disseminate the Conventions and this Protocol as widely as possible in their respective countries and, 
in particular, to include the study thereof in their programmes of military instruction and to 
encourage the study the~eofby the civilian population, so that those instruments may become known 
to the armed forces and to the civilian population. 

2. Any military or civilian authorities who, in time of armed conflict, assume responsibilities in 
respect of the application of the Conventions and this Protocol shall be fully acquainted with the 
text thereof. 

Article 84 - Rules ofapplication 

The High Contracting Parties shall communciate to one another, as soon as possible, through 
the depositary and, as appropriate, through the Protecting Powers, their official translations of this 
Protocol, as well as the laws and regulations which they may adopt to ensure its application. 

SECTION II 

REPRESSION OF BREACHES OF THE CONVENTIONS AND OF THIS PROTOCOL 

Article 85 - Repression of breaches of this Protocol 

1. The provisions of the COllventions relating to the repression of breaches and grave breaches, 
supplemented by this Section, shaH apply to the repression of breaches and grave breaches of this 
Protocol. 

2. Acts described as grave breaches in the Conventions are grave breaches of this Protocol if 
committed against persons in the power of an adverse Party protected by Articles 44, 45 and 73 of 
this Protocol, or against the wounded, sick and shipwrecked of the adverse Party who are protected 
by this Protocol, or against those medical or religious personnel, medical units or medical transports 
which are under the control of the adverse Party and are protected by this Protocol. 
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3. In addition to the grave breaches dermed in Article 11, the following acts shall be regarded as 
grave breaches of this Protocol, when committed wilfully, in violation of the relevant provisions of 
this Protocol, and causing death or serious injury to body or health: 

(a) 	 making the civilian population or individual civilians the object of attack; 

(b) 	 launching an indiscriminate attack affecting the civilian population or civilian objects in 
the knowledge that such attack will cause excessive loss of life, injury to civilians or 
damage to civilian objects, as dermed in Article 57, paragraph 2 (a) (iii); 

(c) 	 launching an attack against works or installations containing dangerous forces in the 
knowledge that such. attack will cause excessive loss of life, injury to civilians or damage 
to civilian objects, as defined in Article 57, paragraph 2 (a) (iii); 

(d) 	 making non-defended localities and demilitarized zones the object of attack; 

(e) 	 making a person the object of attack in the knowledge that he is hors de combat; 

(f) 	 the perfidious use, in violation of Article 37, of the distinctive emblem of the red cross, 
red crescent or red lion and sun or of other protective signs recognized by the 
Conventions or this Protocol. 

4. In addition to the grave breaches dermed in the preceding paragraphs and in the Conventions, 
the following shall be regarded as grave breaches of this Protocol, when committed wilfully and in 
violation of the Conventions or the Protocol: 

(a) 	 the transfer by the Occupying Power of parts of its own civilian population into the 
territory it occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or parts of the population of the 
occupied territory within or outside this territory, in violation of Article 49 of the Fourth 
Convention; 

(b) 	 unjustifiable delay in the repatriation of prisoners of war or civilians; 

(c) 	 practices of apartheid and other inhuman and degrading practices involving outrages upon 
personal dignity, based on racial discrimination; 

(d) 	 making the clearly recognized historic monuments, works of art or places of worship 
which constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples and to which special 
protection has been given by special arrangement, for example, within the framework of 
a competent international organization, the object of attack, causing as a result extensive 
destruction thereof, where there is no evidence of the violation by the adverse Party of 
Article 53, sub-paragraph (b), and when such historic monuments, works of art and places 
of worship are not located in the immediate proximity of military objectives; 

(e) 	 depriving a person protected by the Conventions or referred to in paragraph 2 of this 
Article of the rights of fair and regular trial. 

5. Without prejudice to the application of the Conventions and of this Protocol, grave breaches 
of these instruments shall be regarded as war crimes. 

Article 86 - Failure to act 

1. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall repress grave breaches, and 
take measures necessary to suppress all other breaches, of the Conventions or of this Protocol'which 
result from a failure to act when under a duty to do so. 
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2. The fact that a breach of the Conventions or of this Protocol was committed by a subordinate 
does not absolve his superiors from penal or disciplinary responsibility, as the case may be, if they 
knew, or had information which should have enabled them to conclude in the circumstances at the 
time, that he was committing or was going to commit such a breach and if they did not take all 
feasible measures within their power to prevent or repress the breach. 

Article 87 - Duty ofcommanders 

1. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall require military commanders, 
with respect to members of the armed forces under their command and other persons under their 
control, to prevent and, where necessary, to suppress and to report to competent authorities breaches 
of the Conventions and of this Protocol. 

2. In order to prevent and suppress breaches, High Contracting Parties and Parties to the conflict 
shall require that, commensurate with their level of responsibility, commanders ensure that members 
of the armed forces under their command are aware of their obligations under the Conventions and 
this Protocol. 

3. The High Contracting Parties and Parties to the conflict shall require any commander who is 
aware that subordinates or other persons under his control are going to commit or have committed 
a breach of the Conventions or of this Protocol, to initiate such steps as are necessary to prevent such 
violations of the Conventions or this Protocol, and, where appropriate, to initiate disciplinary or 
penal action against violators thereof. 

Article 88 - Mutual assistance in criminal matters 

1. The High Contracting Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in 
connexion with criminal proceedings brought in respect of grave breaches of the Conventions or of 
this Protocol. 

2. Subject to the rights and obligations established in the Conventions and in Article 85, 
paragraph 1, of this Protocol, and when circumstances permit, the High Contracting Parties shall 
co-operate in the matter of extradition. They shall give due consideration to the request of the State 
in whose territory the alleged offence has occurred. 

3. The law of the High Contracting Party requested shall apply in all cases. The provisions of the 
preceding paragraphs shall not, however, affect the obligations arising from the provisions of any 
other treaty of a bilateral or multilateral nature which governs or will govern the whole or part of the 
subject of mutual assistance in criminal matters. 

Article 89 - Co-operation 

In situations of serious violations of the Conventions or of this Protocol, the High Contracting 
Parties undertake to act, jointly or individually, in co-operation with the United Nations and in 
conformity with the United Nations Charter. 

Article 90 -International Fact-Finding Commission 

1. 	 (aJ An International Fact-Finding Commission (hereinafter referred to as "the Commission") 
consisting of fifteen members of high moral standing and acknowledged impartiality 
shall be established. 
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(b) 	 When not less than twenty High Contracting Parties have agreed to accept the 
competence of the Commission pursuant to paragraph 2, the depositary shall then, and at 
intervals of five years thereafter, convene a meeting of representatives of those High 
Contracting Parties for the purpose of electing the members of the Commission. At the 
meeting, the representatives shall elect the members of the Commission by secret ballot 
from a list of persons to which each of those High Contracting Parties may nominate one 
person. 

(c) 	 The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity and shall hold 
office until the election of new members at the ensuing meeting. 

(d) 	 At the election, the High Contracting Parties shall ensure that the persons to be elected to 
the Commission individually possess the qualifications required and that, in the 
Commission as a whole, equitable geographical representation is assured. 

(e) 	 In the case of a casual vacancy, the Commission itself shall fill the vacancy, having due 
regard to the provisions of the preceding sub-paragraphs. 

(f) 	 The depositary shall make available to the Commission the necessary administrative 
facilities for the performance of its functions. 

2. 	 (a) The High Contracting Parties may at the time of signing, ratifying or acceding to the 
Protocol, or at any other subsequent time, declare that they recognize ipso facto and 
without special agreement, in relation to any other High Contracting Party accepting the 
same obligation, the competence of the Commission to enquire into allegations by such 
other Party, as authorized by this Article. 

(b) 	 The declarations referred to above shall be deposited with the depositary, which shall 
transmit copies thereof to the High Contracting Parties. 

(c) 	 The Commission shall be competent to: 

(i) 	 enquire into any facts alleged to be a grave breach as defmed in the Conventions 
and this Protocol or other serious violation of the Conventions or of this Protocol; 

(ii) 	 facilitate, through its good offices, the restoration of an attitude of respect for the 
Conventions and this Protocol. 

(d) 	 In other situations, the Commission shall institute an enquiry at the request of a Party to 
the conflict only with the consent of the other Party or Parties concerned. 

(e) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, the provisions of Article 52 of the 
First Convention, Article 53 of the Second Convention, Article 132 of the Third 
Convention and Article 149 of the Fourth Convention shall continue to apply to any 
alleged violation of the Conventions and shall extend to any alleged violation of this 
Protocol. 

3. 	 (a) Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties concerned, all enquiries shall be undertaken by a 
Chamber consisting of seven members appointed as follows: 

(i) 	 five members of the Commission, not nationals of any Party to the conflict, 
appointed by the President of the Commission on the basis of equitable representa
tion of the geographical areas, after consultation with the Parties to the conflict; 

(ii) 	 two ad hoc members, not nationals of any Party to the conflict, one' to be 
appointed by each side. 
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(b) 	 Upon receipt of the request for an enquiry, the President of the Commission shall specify 
an appropriate time-limit for setting up a Chamber. If any ad hoc member has not been 
appointed within the time-limit, the President shall immediately appoint such additional 
member or members of the Commission as may be necessary to complete the membership 
of the Chamber. 

4. 	 (a) The Chamber set up under paragraph 3 to undertake an enquiry shall invite the Parties to 
the conflict to assist it and to present evidence. The Chamber may also seek such other 
evidence as it deems appropriate and may carry out an investigation of the situation 
in loco. 

(b) 	 All evidence shall be fully disclosed to the Parties, which shall have the right to comment 
on it to the Commission. 

(c) 	 Each Party shall have the right to challenge such evidence. 

5. 	 (a) The Commission shall submit to the Parties a report on the findings of fact of the 
Chamber, with such recommendations as it may deem appropriate. 

(b) 	 If the Chamber is unable to secure sufficient evidence for factual and impartial findings, 
the Commission shall state the reasons for that inability. 

(c) 	 The Commission shall not report its findings publicly, unless all the Parties to the conflict 
have requested the Commission to do so. 

6. The Commission' shall establish its own rules, including rules for the presidency of the 
Commission and the presidency of the Chamber. Those rules shall ensure that the functions of the 
President of the Commission are exercised at all times and that, in the case of an enquiry, they are 
exercised by a person who is not a national of a Party to the conflict. 

7. The administrative expenses of the Commission shall be met by contributions from the High 
Contracting Parties which made declarations under paragraph 2, and by voluntary contributions. The 
Party or Parties to the conflict requesting an enquiry shall advance the necessary funds for expenses 
incurred by a Chamber and shall be reimbursed by the Party or Parties against which the allegations 
are made to the extent of fifty per cent of the costs of the Chamber. Where there are counter
allegations before the Chamber each side shall advance fifty per cent of the necessary funds. 

Article 91 - Responsibility 

A Party to the conflict which violates the provisions of the Conventions or of this Protocol 
shall, if the case demands, be liable to pay compensation. It shall be responsible for all acts 
committed by persons forming part of its armed forces. 
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PART VI 


FINAL PROVISIONS 


Article 92 - Signature 

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the Parties to the Conventions six months after the 
signing of the Final Act and will remain open for a period of twelve months. 

Article 93 - Ratification 

This Protocol shall be ratified as soon as possible. The instruments of ratification shall be 
deposited with the Swiss Federal Council, depositary of the Conventions. 

Article 94 - Accession 

This Protocol shall be open for accession by any Party to the Conventions which has not signed 
it. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the depositary. 

Article 95 - Entry into force 

1. This Protocol shall enter into force six months after two instruments of ratification or accession 
have been deposited. 

2. For each Party to the Conventions thereafter ratifying or acceding to this Protocol, it shall 
enter into force six months after the deposit by such Party of its instrument of ratification or 
accession. 

Article 96 - Treaty relations upon entry into force of this Protocol 

1. When the Parties to the Conventions are also Parties to this Protocol, the Conventions shall 
apply as supplemented by this Protocol. 

2. When one of the Parties to the conflict is not bound by this Protocol, the Parties to the 
Protocol shall remain bound by it in their mutual relations. They shall furthermore be bound by this 
Protocol in relation to each of the Parties which are not bound by it, if the latter accepts and applies 
the provisons thereof. 

3. The authority representing a people engaged against a High Contracting Party in an armed 
conflict of the type referred to in Article 1, paragraph 4, may undertake to apply the Conventions 
and this Protocol in relation to that conflict by means of a unilateral declaration addressed to the 
depositary. Such declaration shall, upon its receipt by the depositary, have in relation to that conflict 
the following effects: 

(a) the Conventions and this Protocol are brought into force for the said authority as a Party 
to the conflict with immediate effect; 

(b) the said authority assumes the same rights and obligations as those which have been 
assumed by a High Contracting Party to the Conventions and this Protocol; and 

(c) the Conventions and this Protocol are equally binding upon all Parties to the conflict. 
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Article 97 - Amendment 

1. Any High Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Protocol. The text of any 
proposed amendment shall be communicated to the depositary, which shall decide, after consultation 
with all the High Contracting Parties and the International Committee of the Red Cross, whether a 
conference should be convened to consider the proposed amendment. 

2. The depositary shall invite to that conference all the High Contracting Parties as well as the 
Parties to the Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of this Protocol. 

Article 98 - ReFision ofAnnex I 

1. Not later than four years after the entry into force of this Protocol and thereafter at intervals 
of not less than four years, the International Committee of the Red Cross shall consult the High 
Contracting Parties concerning Annex I to this Protocol and, if it considers it necessary, may propose 
a meeting of technical experts to review Annex I and to propose such amendments to it as may 
appear to be desirable. Unless, within six months of the communication of a proposal for such a 
meeting to the High Contracting Parties, one third of them object, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross shall convene the meeting, inviting also observers of appropriate international 
organizations. Such a meeting shall also be convened by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross at any time at the request of one third of the High Contracting Parties. 

2. The depositary shall convene a conference of the High Contracting Parties and the Parties to 
the Conventions to consider amendments proposed by the meeting of technical experts if, after that 
meeting, the International Committee of the Red Cross or one third of the High Contracting Parties 
so request. 

3. Amendments to Annex I may be adopted at such a conference by a two-thirds majority of the 
High Contracting Parties present and voting. 

4. The depositary shall communicate any amendment so adopted to the High Contracting Parties 
and to the Parties to the Conventions. The amendment shall be considered to have been accepted at 
the end of a period of one year after it has been so communicated, unless within that period a 
declaration of non-acceptance of the amendment has been communicated to the depositary by not 
less than one third of the High Contracting Parties. 

5. An amendment considered to have been accepted in accordance with paragraph 4 shall enter 
into force three months after its acceptance for all High Contracting Parties other than those which 
have made a declaration of non-acceptance in accordance with that paragraph. Any Party making 
such a declaration may at any time withdraw it and the amendment shall then enter into force for 
that Party three months thereafter. 

6. The depositary shall notify the High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the Conventions of 
the entry into force of any amendment, of the Parties bound thereby, of the date of its entry into 
force in relation to each Party, of declarations of non-acceptance made in accordance with 
paragraph 4, and of withdrawals of such declarations. 

Article 99 - Denunciation 

1. In case a High Contracting Party should denounce this Protocol, the denunciation shall only 
take effect one year after receipt of the instrument of denunciation. If, however, on the expiry of 
that year the denouncing Party is engaged in one of the situations referred to in Article 1, the 
denunciation shall not take effect before the end of the armed conflict or occupation and not, in 
any case, before operations connected with the final release, repatriation or re-establishment of the 
persons protected by the Conventions or this Protocol have been terminated. 
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2. The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the depositary, which shall transmit it to all 
the High Contracting Parties. 

3. The denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing Party. 

4. Any denunciation under paragraph 1 shall not affect the obligations already incurred, by reason 
of the armed conflict, under this Protocol by such denouncing Party in respect of any act committed 
before this denunciation becomes effective. 

Article 100 - Notifications 

The depositary shall inform the High Contracting Parties as well as the Parties to the 
Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of this Protocol, of: 

(a) signatures affIxed to this Protocol and the deposit of instruments of ratification and 
accession under Articles 93 and 94; 

(b) the date of entry into force of this Protocol under Article 95; 

(c) communications and declarations received under Articles 84, 90 and 97; 

(d) declarations received under Article 96, paragraph 3, which shall be communicated by the 
quickest methods; and 

(e) denunciations under Article 99. 

Article 101 - Registration 

1. After its entry into force, this Protocol shall be transmitted by the depositary to the Secretariat 
of the United Nations for registration and publication, in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

2. The depositary shall also inform the Secretariat of the United Nations of all ratifications, 
accesions and denunciations received by it with respect to this Protocol. 

Article 102 - Authentic texts 

The original of this Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the depositary, which shall transmit 
certified true copies thereof to all the Parties to the Conventions. 
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ANNEX I 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION 

Chapter I 

IDENTITY CARDS 

Article 1 - Identity card for permanent civilian medical and religious personnel 

1. The identity card for permanent civilian medical and religious personnel referred to in 
Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Protocol should: 

(a) 	 bear the distinctive emblem and be of such size that it can be carried in the pocket; 

(b) 	 be as durable as practicable; 

(c) 	 be worded in the national or official language (and may in addition be worded in other 
languages); 

(d) 	 mention the name, the date of birth (or, if that date is not available, the age at the time 
of issue) and the identity number, if any, of the holder; 

(e) 	 state in what capacity the holder is entitled to the protection of the Conventions and of 
the Protocol; 

(f) 	 bear the photograph of the holder as well as his signature or his thumbprint, or both; 

(g) 	 bear the stamp and signature of the competent authority; 

(h) 	 state the date of issue and date of expiry of the card. 

2. The identity card shall be uniform throughout the territory of each High'Contracting Party and, 
as far as possible, of the same type for all Parties to the conflict. The Parties to the conflict may be 
guided by the single-languange model shown in Figure 1. At the outbreak of hostilities, they shall 
transmit to each other a specimen of the model they are using, if such model differs from that shown 
in Figure 1. The identity card shall be made out, if possible, in duplicate, one copy being kept by 
the issuing authority, which should maintain control of the cards which it has issued. 

3. 	 In no circumstances may permanent civilian medical and religious personnel be c.eprived of 
their identity cards. In the event of the loss of a card, they shall be entitled to obtain 3. duplicate 
copy. . 

Article 2 - Identity card for temporary civilian medical and religiOUS personnel 

1. The identity card for temporary civilian medical and religious personnel should, whenever 
possible, be similar to that provided for in Article I of these Regulations. The Parties to the conflict 
may be gUided by the model shown in Figure 1. 

2. When circumstances preclude the provision to temporary civilian medical and religious 
personnel of identity cards similar to those described in Article 1 of these Regulation:;, the said 
personnel may be provided with a certificate signed by the competent authority certifying that the 
person to whom it is issued is assigned to duty as temporary personnel and stating, if possible, the 
duration of such assignment and his right to wear the distinctive emblem. The certificate should 
mention the holder's name and date of birth (or if that date is not available, his age at the time when 
the certificate was issued), his function and identity number, if any. It shall bear his signature or 
his thumbprint, or both. 
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Chapter II 


THE DISTINCTIVE EMBLEM 


Article 3 - Shape and nature 

1. The distinctive emblem (red on a white ground) shall be as large as appropriate under the 
circumstances. For the shapes of the cross, the crescent or the lion and sun, the High Contracting 
Parties may be guided by the models shown in Figure 2. 

2. At night or when visibility is reduced, the distinctive emblem may be lighted or illuminated; 
it may also be made of materials rendering it recognizable by technical means of detection. 

Fig. 2: Distinctive emblems in red on a white ground 

Article 4 - Use 

1. The distinctive emblem shall , whenever possible, be displayed on a flat surface or on flags 
visible from as many directions and from as far away as possible. 

2. Subject to the instructions of the competent authority , medical and religious pers nnel carry
ing out their duties in the battle area shall, as far as possible, wear headgear and clothing bearing the 
distinctive emblem. 

Chapter III 

DISTINCTIVE SIGNALS 

Article 5 - Optional Use 

1. Subject to the provisions of Article 6 of these Regulations, the signals specified in this Chapter 
for exclusive use by medical units and transports shall not be used for any other purpose. The use 
of all signals referred to in this Chapter is optional. 

2. Temporary medical aircraft which cannot, either for lack of time or because of their character
istics , be marked with the distinctive emblem, may use the distinctive signals authorized in this 
Chapter. The best method of effective identification and recognition of medical aircraft is, however, 
the use of a visual signal , either the distinctive emblem or the light signal specified in Article 6, or 
both, supplemented by the other signals referred to in Articles 7 and 8 of these Regulations. 
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Article 6 - Light signal 

1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is established for the use of medical aircraft 
to signal their identity.· No other aircraft shall use this signal. The recommended blue colour is 
obtained by using, as trichromatic co-ordinates: 

green boundary 	 y =0.065 + 0.805x 
white boundary 	 Y = 00400 - x 
purple boundary 	 x = 0.133 + 0.600y 

The recommended flashing rate of the blue light is between sixty and one hundred flashes per minute. 

2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as may be necessary to make the light 
signal visible in as many directions as possible. 

3. In the absence of a special agreement between the Parties to the conflict reserving the use of 
flashing blue lights for the identification of medical vehicles and ships and craft, the use of such 
signals for other vehicles or ships is not prohibited. 

Article 7 - Radio signal 

1 . The radio signal shall consist of a radiotelephonic or radiotelegraphic message preceded by a 
distinctive priority signal to be designated and approved by a World Administrative Radio Conference 
of the International Telecommunication Union. It shall be transmitted three times before the call 
sign of the medical transport involved. This message shall be transmitted in English at appropriate 
intervals on a frequency or frequencies specified pursuant to paragraph 3. The use of the priority 
signal shall be restricted exclusively to medical units and transports. 

2. The radio message preceded by the distinctive priority signal mentioned in paragraph 1 shall 
convey the following data: 

(a) 	 call sign of the medical transport; 

(b) 	 position of the medical transport; 

(c) 	 number and type of medical transports; 

(d) 	 intended route; 

(e) 	 estimated time en route and of departure and arrival, as appropriate; 

([) 	 any other information such as flight altitude, radio frequencies guarded, languages and 
secondary surveillance radar modes and codes. 

3. In order to facilitate the communications referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2, as well as the 
communications referred to in Articles 22, 23, 25, 26, 27,28,29,30 and 31 of the Protocol, the 
High Contracting Parties, the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acting in agree
ment or alone, may designate, in accordance with the Table of Frequency Allocations in the Radio 
Regulations annexed to the International Telecommunication Convention, and publish selected 
national frequencies to be used by them for such communications. These frequencies shall be 
notified to the International Telecommunication Union in accordance with procedures to oe 
approved by a World Administrative Radio Conference. 
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Article 8 - Electronic identification 

1. The Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system, as specified in Annex 10 to the Chicago 
Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 December 1944, as amended from time to time, may 
be used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. The SSR mode and code to be 
reserved for the· exclusive use of medical aircraft shall be established by the High Contracting Parties, 
the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acting in agreement or alone, in accord
ance with procedures to be recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

2. Parties to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, establish for their use a similar 
electronic system for the identification of medical vehicles, and medical ships and craft. 

Chapter IV 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Article 9 - Radiocommunications 

The priority signal provided for in Article 7 of these Regulations may precede appropriate 
radiocommunications by medical units and transports in the application of the procedures carried 
out under Articles 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31 of the Protocol. 

Article 10 - Use o/international codes 

Medical units and transports may also use the codes and signals laid down by the International 
Telecommunication Union, the International Civil Aviation Organization and the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization. These codes and signals shall be used in accordance with the 
standards, practices and procedures established by these Organizations. 

Article 11 - Other means 0/communication 

When two-way radiocommunication is not possible, the signals provided for in the International 
Code of Signals adopted by the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization or in the 
appropriate Annex to the Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 pecember 1944, as 
amended from time to time, may be used. 

Article 12 - Flight plans 

The agreements and notifications relating to flight plans provided for in Article 29 of the 
Protocol shall as far as possible be formulated in accordance with procedures laid down by the 
International Civil Aviation Organization. 
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Article 13 - Signals and procedures for the interception ofmedical aircraft 

If an intercepting aircraft is used to verify the identity of a medical aircraft in flight or to 
require it to land in accordance with Articles 30 and 31 of the Protocol, the standard visual and radio 
interception procedures prescribed by Annex 2 to the Chicago Convention on International Civil 
Aviation of 7 December 1944, as amended from time to time, should be used by the intercepting and 
the medical aircraft. 

Chapter V 

CIVIL DEFENCE 

Article 14 - Identity card 

1. The identity card of the civil defence personnel provided for in Article 66, paragraph 3, of the 
Protocol is governed by the relevant provisions of Article 1 of these Regulations. 

2. The identity card for civil defence personnel may follow the model shown in Figure 3. 

3. If civil defence personnel are permitted to carry light individual weapons, an entry to that 
effect should be made on the card mentioned. 
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Article 15 - International distinctive sign 

1. The international distinctive sign of civil defence provided for in Article 66, paragraph 4, of the 
Protocol is an equilateral blue triangle on an orange ground. A model is shown in Figure 4: 

Fig. 4: Blue triangle on an orange ground 

2. 	 It is recoinmended, that: 

(a) 	 if the blue triangle is on a flag or armlet or tabard, the ground to the triangle be the 
orange flag, armlet or tabard ; 

(b) 	 one of the angles of the triangle be pointed vertically upwards; 

(c) 	 no angle of the triangle touch the edge of the orange ground. 

3. The international distinctive sign shall be as large as appropriate under the circumstances. The 
distinctive sign shall, whenever possible , be displayed on flat surfaces or on flags visible from as many 
directions and from as far away as possible. Subject to the instructions of the competent authority, 
civil defence personnel shall , as far as possible, wear headgear and clothing bearing the international 
distinctive sign. At night or when visibility is reduced, the sign may be lighted or illuminated; it 
may also be made of materials redering it recognizable by technical means of detection. 

Chapter VI 

WORKS AND INSTALLATIONS CONTAINING DANGEROUS FORCES 

Article 16 - International special sign 

1. The international special sign for works and installations containing dangerous forces, as 
provided for in Article 56, paragraph 7, of the Protocol , shall be a group of three bright orange 
circles of equal size, placed on the same axis, the distance between each circle being one radius, in 
accordance with Figure 5 illustrated below. 

2. The sign shall be as large as appropriate under the circumstances. When displayed over an 
extended surface it may be repeated as often as appropriate under the circumstances. It !:hall, 
whenever possible , be displayed on flat surfaces or on flags so as to be visible from as many directions 
and from as far away as possible. 
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3. On a flag, the distance between the outer limits of the sign and the adjacent sides of the flag 
shall be one radius of a circle. The flag shall be rectangular and shall have a white ground. 

4. At night or when visibility is reduced, the sign may be lighted or illuminated. It may also be 
made of materials rendering it recognizable by technical means of detection. 

Fig. 5: International special sign for works and installations 
containing dangerous forces 
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ANNEX II 


IDENTITY CARD FOR JOURNALISTS ON DANGEROUS PROFESSIONAL MISSIONS 


FRONT 

NOTICE 

This identity card is issued to journalists 0:1 'dangerous 
professional missions in areas of armed conflicts. The 
holder is entitled .to be treated as a civilian under the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 19119, and their Additional 
Protocol 1. The card must be carried at all times by the 
bearer." If he is detained, he shall at once hand it to 
the Detaining Authorities, to assist in his identification. 

6J;yJ. 
W-J1..:.~WI..;bl;..J~;';""..:.1..,.., ~1~o;lb,JI • .u.,;.r'" 
"---'"J·...JI...;,.:..,...:.I,;li:~!i;J <i...JI~I4l.t... J.L." ,,1 t.,.,..-t..I ~ 
~,,1~.J' J;~I .JW.~I ( t.JyJ'Jr.) y.,JJ I H'...,...6.->1 /.,.T It 
~I...:J J!i:.~1 o.bJ... ul' ~,; t.,..L, ,,1~ J.i:>1 I~~ ~J" t.,., o;lb,JI.,....t.. 

• .:....."..~.J.....::~ 

NOTA 

La presente tarjeta de identidad :3l: expide d los periodistas 
en misi6n profesional peligrosa en zonas de cO,nflictos 
armadas. Su titular tiene derecho a ser tratado como 
persona civil conforme a los Convenios de Ginebra del 12 de 
agosto de 1949 y su Protocolo adicional 1. E1 titular debe 
l1evar 1a tarjeta consigo,· en todo momento. En caso de 
detenido. 1a entregara inlllediatamente a las autoriJades que 
10 detengan a fin de facllitar' su identificaci6n. 

AVIS 

La presente carte d' identi te est deli vree aux j ournali stes 
en mission professionnelle perilleuse dans des zones de 
conflit arme. Le porteur a Ie droit d'etre traite comme une 
personne civile aux termes des Conventions de Geneve du 
12 aout 1949 et de leur Protocole additionne1 I. La carte 
dolt etre portee en tout temps par son titulaire. Si ce1ui-ci 
est arrete J il 1a remettra immediatement aux autorites qui Ie 
detiennent afin qu' e11e5 puissent l'identifier. 

DPm!E'!AHHE 

Hac'foQee "~OC'fOBepeBl!e BB,lI;BeTCI.[ KypBUIlC'fBX, BaxO~1I)(CJE 
B ·OIIBCBHX IIP0!lleccBOH8.JIltBla. KowaH,ltHpo.:s:QX • paioBu BOOPY
zeBHoro :s:oB~HJt'fa. Ero oCi.1.la.o;a'1'em. H)(ee'f IIP8BO Be oCip8JQ,e
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PREAMBLE 

The High Contracting Parties, 

Recalling that the humanitarian principles enshrined in Article 3 common to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, constitute the foundation of respect for the human person in cases 
of armed conflict not of an international character, 

Recalling furthermore that international instruments relating to human rights offer a basic 
protection to the human person, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure a better protection for the victims of those armed conflicts, 

Recalling that, in cases not covered by the law in force, the human person remains under 
the protection of the principles of humanity and the dictates of the public conscience, 

Have agreed on the following: 
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PART I 


SCOPE OF THIS PROTOCOL 


Article 1 - Material field ofapplication 

1. This Protocol, which develops and supplements Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions 
of 12 August 1949 without modifying its existing conditions of application, shall apply to all armed 
conflicts which are not covered by Article 1 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions 
of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol I) and which take place in the territory of a High Contracting Party between its armed 
forces and dissident armed forces or other organized armed groups which, under responsible 
command, exercise such control over a part of its territory as to enable them to carry out sustained 
and concerted military operations and to implement this Protocol. 

2. This Protocol shall not apply to situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, 
isolated and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of a similar nature, as not being armed conflicts. 

Article 2 - Personal field ofapplication 

1. This Protocol shall be applied without any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, sex, 
language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, national or social origin, wealth, birth or 
other status, or on any other similar criteria (hereinafter referred to as "adverse distinction") to 
all persons affected by an armed conflict as defined in Article 1. 

2. At the end of the armed conflict, all the persons who have been deprived of their liberty or 
whose liberty has been restricted for reasons related to such conflict, as well as those deprived of their 
liberty or whose libertyis restricted after the conflict for the same reasons, shall enjoy the protection 
of Articles 5 and 6 until the end of such deprivation or restriction of liberty. 

Article 3 - Non-intervention 

1. Nothing in this Protocol shall be invoked for the purpose of affecting the sovereignty of a 
State or the responsibility of the government, by all legitimate means, to maintain or re-establish law 
and order in the State or to defend the national unity and territorial integrity of the State. 

2. Nothing in this Protocol shall be invoked as a justification for intervening, directly or indirectly, 
for any reason whatever, in the armed conflict or in the internal or external affairs of the High 
Contracting Party in the territory of which that conflict occurs. 
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PART II 

HUMANE TREATMENT 

Article 4 - Fundamental guarantees 

1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to take part in hostilities, whether 
or not their liberty has been restricted, are entitled to respect for their person, honour and convic
tions and religious practices. They shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, without any 
adverse distinction. It is prohibited to order that there shall be no survivors. 

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the following acts against the persons 
referred to in paragraph 1 are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever: 

(a) 	 violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular 
murder as well as cruel treatment such as torture, mutilation or any form of corporal 
punishment; 

(b) 	 collective punishments; 

(c) 	 taking of hostages; 

(d) 	 acts of terrorism; 

(e) 	 outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, rape, 
enforced prostitution and any form of indecent assault; 

(f) 	 slavery and the slave trade in all their forms; 

(g) 	 pillage; 

(h) 	 threats to commit any of the foregoing acts. 

3. 	 Children shall be provided with the care and aid they require, and in particular: 

(a) 	 they shall receive an education, including religious and moral education, in keeping with 
the wishes of their parents or, in the absence of parents, of those responsible for their 
care; 

(b) 	 all appropriate steps shall be taken to facilitate the reunion of families temporarily 
separated; 

(c) 	 children who have not attained the age of fifteen years shall neither be recruited in the 
armed forces or groups nor allowed to take part in hostilities; 

(d) 	 the special protection provided by this Article to children who have not attained the age 
of fifteen years shall remain applicable to them if they take a direct part in hostilities 
despite the provisions of sub-paragraph (c) and are captured; 

(e) 	 measures shall be taken, if necessary, and whenever possible with the consent of their 
parents or persons who by law or custom are primarily responsible for their care, to 
remove children temporarily from the area in which hostilities are taking place to a safer 
area within the country and ensure that they are accompanied by persons responsible 
for their safety and well-being. 
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Article 5 - Persons whose liberty has been restricted 

1. In addition to the provisions of' Article 4,' the following provisions shall be respected as a 
minimum with regard to persons deprived of their liberty for reasons related to the armed conflict, 
whether they are interned or detained: 

(a) 	 the wounded and the sick shall be treated in accordance with Article 7; 

(b) 	 the persons referred to 'in this paragraph shall, to 'the same extent as the local civilian 
. population, be provided with fdod and drinking water and be afforded safeguards as 

regards health and hygiimeand protection against the rigours of the climate and the 
dangers of the armed conflict; 

(c) 	 they shall be allowed'to receive individual or collective relief; 

(dt 	 they shall be allowed to praCtise their religion and, if requested and appropriate, to 
receive spiritual assIstance frOm persons, such as chaplains, performing religious functions; 

(e) 	 they shall, if made to work, have the benefit of working conditions and safeguards 
similar to those enjoyed by the local civilian population. . 

2. Those who are responsible for the internment or detention of the persons referred to in 
paragraph 1 shall also, within the limits of their capabilities, respect the following provisions relating 
to such persons: 

(a) 	 except when men and women of a family are accommodated' together, women shall be 
held in quarters separated from those of men and shall be under the iri1mediate super
vision of women; 

(b) 	 they shall be allowed to send and receive letters and cards, the number of which may be 
limited by competent authority if it deems necessary; 

(c) 	 places of internment and detention shall not be located close to the combat zone. The 
persons referred to in paragraph I shall be evacuated when the places where they are 
interned or detained become particularly exposed to danger arising out of the armed 
conflict, if their evacuation can be carried out under adequate conditions of safety; 

(d)' 	they shall have the benefit of medical examinations; 

(e) 	 their physical or mental health and integrity shall not be endangered by any unjustified 
act or omission. Accordingly, it is prohibited to subject the persons described in this 
Article to any medical procedure which is not indicated by the state of health of the 
person concerned, and which is not consistent with the generally accepted medical 
standards applied to free persons' under similar medical circumstances. 

3. Persons who are not covered by paragraph 1 but whose liberty has been restricted in any way 
whatsoever for reasons related to the armed conflict shall be treated humanely in accordance with 
Article 4 and with paragraphs 1 (a), (c) and (d), and2 (b) of this Article. 

4. If it is decided to release persons deprived of their liberty, necessary measures to ensure their 
safety shall be taken by those so deciding. 
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Article 6 - Penal prosecutions 

1. This Article applies to the prosecution and punishment of criminal offences related to the 
armed conflict. 

2. No sentence shall be passed and no penalty shall be executed on a person found guilty of an 
offence except pursuant to a conviction pronounced by a court offering the essential guarantees of 
independence and impartiality. In particular: 

(a) 	 the procedure shall provide for an accused to be informed without delay of the partic
ulars of the offence alleged against him and shall afford the accused before and during 
his trial all necessary rights and means of defence; 

(b) 	 no one shall be convicted of an offence except on the basis of individual penal 
responsibility; 

(c) 	 no one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or omission 
which did not constitute a criminal offence, under the law, at the time when it was 
committed; nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than that which was applicable at 
the time when the criminal offence was commited; if, after the commission of the 
offence, provision is made by law for the imposition of a lighter penalty, the offender 
shall benefit thereby; 

(d) 	 anyone charged with an offence is presumed innocent until proved guilty according to 
law; 

(e) 	 anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to be tried in his presence; 

([) 	 no one shall be compelled to testify against himself or to confess gUilt. 

3. A convicted person shall be advised on conviction of his judicial and other remedies and of 
the time-limits within which they may be exercised. 

4. The death penalty shall not be pronounced on persons who were under the age of eighteen 
years at the time of the offence and shall not be carried out on pregnant women or mothers of 
young children. 

5. At the end of hostilities, the authorities in power shall endeavour to grant the broadest possible 
amnesty to persons who have participated in the armed conflict, or those deprived of their liberty 
for reasons related to the armed conflict, whether they are interned or detained. 
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PART III 

WOUNDED, SICK AND SHIPWRECKED 

Article 7 - Protection and care 

1. All the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, whether or not they have taken part in the anned 
conflict, shall be respected and protected. 

2. In all circumstances they shall be treated humanely and shall receive, to the fullest extent 
practicable and with the least possible delay, the medical care and attention required by their 
condition. There shall be no distinction among them founded on any grounds other than medical 
ones. 

Article 8 - Search 

Whenever circumstances permit, and particularly after an engagement, all possible measures 
shall be taken, without delay, to search for and collect the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, to 
protect them against pillage and ill-treatment, to ensure their adequate care, and to search for the 
dead, prevent their being despoiled, and decently dispose of them. 

Article 9 - Protection o/medical and religious personnel 

1. Medical and religious personnel shall be respected and protected and shall be granted all 
available help for the perfonnance of their duties. They shall not be compelled to carry out tasks 
which are not compatible with their humanitarian mission. 

2. In the performance of their duties medical personnel may not be required to give priority to 
any person except on medical grounds. 

ArticleIO- General protection o/medical duties 

1. Under no circumstances shall any person be punished for having carried out medical activities 
compatible with medical ethics, regardless of the person benefiting therefrom. 

2. Persons engaged in medical activities shallneither be compelled to perfonn acts or to carry out 
work contrary to, nor be compelled to refrain from acts required by, the rules of medical ethics or 
other rules designed for the benefit of the wounded and sick, or this Protocol. 

3. The professional obligations of persons engaged in medical activities regarding infonnation 
which they may acquire concerning the wounded and sick under their care shall, subject to national 
law, be respected. 

4. Subject to national law, no person engaged in medical activities may be penalized in any way 
for refusing or failing to give infonnation concerning the wounded and sick who are, or who have 
been, under his care. 

Article 11 - Protection 0/medical units and transports 

1. Medical units and transports shall be respected and protected at all times and shall not be the 
object of attack. 
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2. The protection to which medical units and transports are entitled shall not cease unless they 
are used to commit hostile acts, outside their humanitarian function. Protection may, however, 
cease only after a warning has been given setting, whenever appropriate, a reasonable time-limit, 
and after such warning has remained unheeded. 

Article 12 - The distinctive emblem 

Under the direction of the competent authority concerned, the distinctive emblem of the red 
cross, red crescent or red lion and sun on a white ground shall be displayed by medical and religious 
personnel and medical units, and on medical transports. It shall be respected in all circumstances. 
It shall not be used improperly. 

PARTN 

CIVILIAN POPULATION 

Article 13 - Protection of the civilian population 

1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against the 
dangers arising from military operations. To give effect to this protection, the following rules shall 
be observed in all circumstances. 

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. 
Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian 
population are prohibited. 

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Part, unless and for such time as they take 
a direct part in hostilities. 

Article 14 - Protection ofobjects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

Starvation of civilians as a method of combat is prohibited. It is therefore prohibited to 
attack, destroy, remove or render useless, for that purpose,objects indispensable to the survival of 
the civilian population, such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for the production of foodstuffs, crops, 
livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation works. 

Article 15 - Protection ofworks and installations containing dangerous forces 

Works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely dams, dykes and nuclear electrical 
generating stations, shall not be made the object of attack, even where these objects are military 
objectives, if such attack may cause the release of dangerous forces and consequent severe losses 
among the civilian population. 
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Article 16 - Protection ofcultural objects and ofplaces ofworship 

Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Anned Conflict of 14 May 1954, it is prohibited to commit any acts of 
hostility directed against historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which constitute 
the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples, and to use them in support of the military effort. 

Article 17 - Prohibition offorced movement ofcivilians 

1. The displacement of the civilian population shall not be ordered for reasons related to the 
conflict unless the security of the civilians involved or imperative military reasons so demand. 
Should such displacements have to be carried out, all possible measures shall be taken in order that 
the civilian population may be received under satisfactory conditions of shelter, hygiene, health, 
safety and nutrition. 

2. Civilians shall not be compelled to leave their own territory for reasons connected with the 
conflict. 

Article 18 - Reliefsocieties and relief actions 

1. Relief societies located in the territory of the High Contracting Party, such as Red Cross (Red 
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) organizations, may offer their services for the perfonnance of their 
traditional functions in relation to the victims of the anned conflict. The civilian population may, 
even on its own initiative: offer to collect and care for the wounded, sick and shipwrecked. 

2. If the civilian population is suffering undue hardship owing to a lack of the supplies essential 
for its survival, such as foodstuffs and medical supplies, relief actions for the civilian population 
which are of an exclusively humanitarian and impartial nature and which are conducted without 
any adverse distinction shall be undertaken subject to the consent of the High Contracting Party 
concerned. 

PART V 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 19 - Dissemination 

This Protocol shall be disseminated as widely as possible. 

Article 20 - Signature 

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the Parties to the Conventions six months after 
the signing of the Final Act and will remain open for a period of twelve months. 
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Article 21 - Ratification 

This Protocol shall be ratified as soon as possible. The instruments of ratification shall be 
deposited with the Swiss Federal Council, depositary of the Conventions. 

Article 22 - Accession 

This Protocol shall be open for accession by any Party to the Conventions which has not 
signed it. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the depositary. 

Article 23 - Entry into force 

1. This Protocol shaH enter into force six months after two instruments of ratification or accession 
have been deposited. 

2. For each Party to the Conventions thereafter ratifying or acceding to this Protocol, it shall 
enter into force six months after the deposit by such Party of its instrument of ratification or 
accession. 

Article 24 - Amendment 

1. Any High Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Protocol. The text of any 
proposed amendment shall be communicated to the depositary which shaH decide, after consultation 
with aH the High Contracting Parties and the International Committee of the Red Cross, whether a 
conference should be convened to consider the proposed amendment. 

2. The depositary shaH invite to that conference aH the High Contracting Parties as weH as the 
Parties to the Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of this Proto co!. 

Article 25 - Denunciation 

1. In case a High Contracting Party should denounce this Protocol, the denunciation shaH only 
take effect six months after receipt of the instrument of denunciation. If, however, on the expiry 
of six months, the denouncing Party is engaged in the situation referred to in Article 1, the denuncia
tion shaH not take effect before the end of the armed conflict. Persons who have been deprived of 
liberty, or whose liberty has been restricted, for reasons related to the conflict shall nevertheless 
continue to benefit from the provisions of this Protocol until their final release. 

2. The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the depositary, which shall transmit it to all 
the High Contracting Parties. 

Article 26 - Notifications 

The depositary shall inform the High Contracting Parties as well as the Parties to the 
Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of this Protocol, of: 

(a) 	 signatures affixed to this Protocol and the deposit of instruments of ratification and 
accession under Articles 21 and 22; 

(b) 	 the date of entry into force of this Protocol under Article 23; and 

(c) 	 communications and declarations received under Article 24. 
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Article 27 - Registration 

1. After its entry into force, this Protocol shall be transmitted by the depositary to the Secretariat 
of the United Nations for registration and publication, in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

2. The depositary shall also inform the Secretariat of the United Nations of all ratifications and 
accessions received by it with respect to this Protocol. 

Article 28 - Authentic texts 

The original of this Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic shall be deposited with the depositary, which shall transmit 
certified true copies thereof to all the Parties to the Conventions. 
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17 (IV). 	 USE OF CERTAIN ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION BY 
MEDICAL AIRCRAFT PROTECTED UNDER THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 
1949 AND UNDER THE PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVEN
TIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS 
OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I) 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Considering that: 

(a) in order to avoid their engagement by combatant forces there is an urgent need for both 
electronic and visual identification of medical aircraft in flight, 

(b) the Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system has the capability of providing unique 
identification of aircraft and of en route flight details, 

(c) the International Civil Aviation Organization is the most appropriate international body 
to designate SSR modes and codes in the range of circumstances envisaged, 

(d) this Conference has agreed to the use of a flashing blue light as a means of visual 
identification to be employed only by aircraft exclusively engaged in medical transport,l 

Recognizing that the designation in advance of an exclusive, world-wide SSR mode and code 
for the identification of medical aircraft may not be possible owing to the extensive deployment of 
the SSR system, 

1. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit to the International Civil Aviation 
Organization this document, together with the attached documents of this Conference, inviting that 
Organization to: 

(a) establish appropriate procedures for the designation, in case of an international armed 
conflict, of an exclusive SSR mode and code to be employed by medical aircraft concerned; and, 

(b) note the agreement of this Conference to recognize the flashing blue light as a means of 
identification of medical aircraft, and provide for that use in the appropriate International Civil 
Aviation OrganiZation documents; 

2. Urges the Governments invited to the present Conference to lend their full co-operation 
to this endeavour in the consultative processes of the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

Fifty-fourth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 

I See Annex to this resolution. 
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ANNEX 


Articles 6 and 8 of the Regulations contained in Annex I to Protocol I 

Article 6 - Light signal 

1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is established for the use of medical aircraft 
to signal their identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. The recommended blue colour is 
obtained by using, as trichromatic co-ordinates: 

green boundary y = 0.065 + 0.805x 
white boundary y = 0.400 - x 
purple boundary x = 0.133 + 0.600y 

The recommended flashing rate of the blue light is between sixty and one hundred flashes per minute. 

2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as may be necessary to make the light 
signal visible in as many directions as possible. 

3. In the absence of a special agreement between the Parties to the conflict reserving the use of 
flashing blue lights for the identification of medical vehicles and medical ships and craft, the use of 
such signals for other vehicles or ships is not prohibited. 

Article 8 - Electronic identification 

1. The Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system as specified in Annex 10 to the Chicago 
Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 December 1944, as amended from time to time, may 
be used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. The SSR mode and code to be 
reserved for the exclusive use of medical aircraft shall be established by the High Contracting Parties, 
the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acting in agreement or alone, in accord
ance with procedures to be recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

2. Parties to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, establish for their use a similar 
electronic system for the identification of medical vehicles and medical ships and craft. 
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18 (IV). 	 USE OF VISUAL SIGNALLING FOR IDENTIFICATION OF MEDICAL TRANSPORTS 
PROTECTED UNDER THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949 AND UNDER THE 
PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949, 
AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF INTERNATIONAL 
ARMED CONFLICTS (pROTOCOL I) 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Considering that: 

(a) in order to avoid attacks upon them there is a need for the improved visual identification 
of medical transports, 

(b) this Conference has agreed to the use of a flashing blue light as a means of visual 
identification to be employed only by aircraft exclusively engaged in medical transport, 1 

(c) by special agreement, Parties to a conflict may reserve the use of a flashing blue light 
for the identification of medical vehicles and medical ships and craft, but, in the absence of such 
agreement, the use of such signals for other vehicles or ships is not prohibited, 

(d) in addition to the distinctive emblem and the flashing blue light, other means of visual 
identification, such as signal flags and combinations of flares, may be used eventually to identify 
medical transports, 

(e) the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization is the most appropriate 
international body to designate and promulgate visual signals to be employed within the maritime 
environment, 

Having noted that, though the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 recognize the use of 
the distinctive emblem to be flown by hospital ships and medical craft, this'use is not reflected in 
relevant documents of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, 

1. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit to the Inter-Governmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization this resolution, together with the documents of this Conference, inviting 
that Organization to: 

(a) consider introduction into the appropriate documents, such as the International Code of 
Signals, the flashing blue light as described in Article 6 of Chapter III of the Regulations contained in 
Annex I to Protocol I; 

(b) provide for recognition of the distinctive emblem in the appropriate documents (see 
Article 3 of Chapter II of the said Regulations); 

(c) consider the establishment both of unique flag signals and of a flare combination, such 
as white-red-white, which might be used for additional or alternative visual identification of medical 
transports; 

1 See Annex to this resolution. 
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2. Urges the Governments invited to this Conference to lend their full co-operation to this 
endeavour in the consultative processes of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization. 

Fifty-fourth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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ANNEX 

Articles 3, 6, 10 and 11 of the Regulations contained in Annex I to Protocol I 

Article 3 - Shape and nature 

1. The distinctive emblem (red on a white ground) shall be as large as appropriate under the 
circumstances. For the shapes of the cross, the crescent or the lion and sun, the High Contracting 
Parties may be guided by the models shown in Figure 2. 

2. At night or when visibility is reduced, the distinctive emblem may be lighted or illuminated; 
it may also be made of materials rendering it recognizable by technical means of detection. 

c 
Fig. 2: Distinctive emblems in red on a white ground 

Article 6 - Light signal 

1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is established for the use of medical aircraft 
to signal their identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. The recommended blue colour is 
obtained by using, as trichromatic co-ordinates: 

green boundary y = 0.065 + 0.805x 
white boundary y = 0.400 - x 
purple boundary x = 0.133 + 0.600y 

The recommended flashing rate of the blue light is between sixty and one hundred flashes per minute. 

2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as may be necessary to make the light 
signal visible in as many directions as possible. 

3. In the absence of a special agreement between the Parties to the conflict reserving the use of 
flashing blue lights for the identification of medical vehicles and ships and craft, the use of such 
signals for other vehicles or ships is not prohibited. 
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Article 10 - Use of international codes 

Medical units and transports may also use the codes and signals laid down by the International 
Telecommunication Union, the International Civil Aviation Organization and the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization_ These codes and signals shall be used in accordance with the 
standards, practices and procedures established by these Organizations. 

Article 11 - Other means ofcommunication 

When two-way radiocommunication is not possible, the signals provided for in the International 
Code of Signals adopted by the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization or in the 
appropriate Annex to the Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 December 1944, 
as amended from time to time, may be used. 
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19 (IV). 	 USE OF RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS FOR ANNOUNCING AND IDENTIFYING 
MEDICAL TRANSPORTS PROTECTED UNDER THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
OF 1949 AND UNDER THE PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF 
VICTIMS OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS (pROTOCOL I) 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Considering that: 

(a) it is vital that distinctive and reliable communications be used for identifying, and 
announcing the movement of, medical transports, 

(b) adequate and appropriate consideration will be given to communications related to the 
movement of a medical transport only if it is identified by an internationally recognized priority 
signal such as "Red Cross", "Humanity", "Mercy" or other technically and phonetically recognizable 
term, 

(c) the wide range of circumstances under which a conflict may occur makes it impossible 
to select in advance suitable radio frequencies for communications, 

(d) the radio frequencies to be employed for communicating information relative to the 
identification and movement of medical transports must be made known to all parties who may use 
medical transports, 

Having noted: 

(a) Recommendation No. 2 of the International Telecommunication Union (lTU) 
Plenipotentiary Conference, 1973, relating to the use of radiocommunications for announcing and 
identifying hospital ships and medical aircraft protected under the Geneva Conventions of 1949, 

(b) Recommendation No. Mar2 - 17 of the International Telecommunication Union World 
Maritime Administrative Radio Conference, Geneva, 1974, relating to the use of radio
communications for marking, identifying, locating, and communicating with the means of transport 
protected under the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, concerning the protection of war 
victims and any additional instruments of those conventions, as well as for ensuring the safety of 
ships and aircraft of States not Parties to an armed conflict; 

(c) the memorandum by the International Frequency Registration Board (IFRB), a 
permanent organ of the International Telecommunication Union (lTU), relating to the need for 
national co-ordination on radio communication matters; 

Recognizing that: 

(a) the designation and use of frequencies, including the use of distress frequencies, 

operating procedures in the Mobile Service, 

the distress, alarm, urgency and safety signals, and 

the order of priority of communications in the Mobile Service 

are governed by the Radio Regulations annexed to the International Telecommunication Convention; 
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(b) these Regulations may be revised only by a competent lTV World Administrative Radio 
Conference; 

(c) the next competent World Administrative Radio Conference is planned for 1979 and that 
written proposals for the revision of the Radio Regulations should be submitted by Governments 
about one year before the opening of the Conference, 

1. .Takes note with appreciation that a specific item has been included on the agenda of the 
World Administrative Radio Conference, Geneva, 1979, which reads: 

"2.6 to study the technical aspects of the use of radio communications for marking, identify
ing, locating and communicating with the means of medical transport protected under the 1949 
Geneva Conventions and any additional instruments of these Conventions"; 

2. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit this document to all Governments 
and organizations invited to the present Conference, together with the attachments representing the 
requirements, both for radio frequencies and for international recognition of an apporpriate priority 
signal, which must be satisfied in the proceedings of a competent World Administrative Radio 
Conference;l 

3. Urges the Governments invited to the present Conference to make, as a matter of 
urgency, the appropriate preparations for the World Administrative Radio Conference to be held in 
1979 so that the vital requirements of communications for protected medical transports in armed 
conflicts may be adequately provided for in the Radio Regulations. 

Fifty-fourth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 

See Annex to this resolution. 
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ANNEX 

Articles 7, 8 and 90f the Regulations contained in Annex I to Protocol I 

Article 7 - Radio signal 

1. The radio signal shall consist of a radiotelephonic or radiotelegraphic message preceded by a 
distinctive priority signal to be designated and approved by a World Administrative Radio Conference 
of the International Telecommunication Union. It shall be transmitted three times before the call 
sign of the medical transport involved. This message shall be transmitted in English at appropriate 
intervals on a frequency or frequencies specified pursuant to paragraph 3. The use of the priority 
signal shall be restricted exclusively to medical units and transports. 

2. The radio message preceded by the distinctive priority signal mentioned in paragraph 1 shall 
convey the following data: 

(a) 	 call sign of the medical transport; 

(b) 	 position of the medical transport; 

(c) 	 number and type of medical transports; 

(d) 	 intended route; 

(e) 	 estimated time en route and of departure and arrival, as appropriate; 

(f) 	 any other infonnation such as flight altitude, radio frequencies guarded, languages and 
secondary surveillance radar modes and codes. 

3. In order to facilitate the communications referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2, as well as the 
communications referred to in Articles 22, 23,25,26,27,28,29,30 and 31 of the Protocol, the 
High Contracting Parties, the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acting in agree
ment or alone, may designate, in accordance with the Table of Frequency Allocations in the Radio 
Regulations annexed to the International Telecommunication Convention, and publish selected 
national frequencies to be used by them for such communications. These frequencies shall be 
notified to the International Telecommunication Union in accordance with procedures to be 
approved by a World Administrative Radio Conference. 

Article 8 - Electronic identification 

1. The Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system, as specified in Annex 10 to the Chicago 
Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 December 1944, as amended from time to time, 
may be used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. The SSR mode and code to 
be reserved for the exclusive use of medical aircraft shall be established by the High Contracting 
Parties, the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acting in agreement or alone, in 
accordance with procedures to be recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

2. Parties to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, establish for their use a similar 
electronic system for the identification of medical vehicles, and medical ships and craft. 
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Article 9 - Radiocommunications 

The priority signal provided for in Article 7 of these Regulations may precede appropriate 
radio communications by medical units and transports in the application of the procedures carried 
out under Articles 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28,29,30 and 31 of the Protocol. 
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20·(IV). PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Welcoming the adoption of Article 53 relating to the protection of cultural objects and places 
of worship as defined in the said Article, contained in the Protocol Additional to th~ Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed 
Conflicts (protocol I), 

Acknowledging that the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Even,t oJ 
Armed Conflict and its Additional Protocol, signed at The Hague on 14 May 1954, constitutes an 
instrument of paramount importance for the international protection of the cultural heritage of all 
mankind. against the effects of armed conflict and that the application of this Convention will in no 
way be prejudiced by the adoption of the Article referred to in the preceding paragraph, 

Urges States which have not yet done so to become Parties to the aforementioned Convention. 

Fifty-fifth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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21 (IV). 	 DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE OF'INTERNATIC)NAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 
APPLICABLE IN ARMED CONFLICTS 

The Diplomatic Conference on' the'Rea!firmation and Developrrt'ent 0/ International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

, . . . ,", .... 'j:: . \ 

Convinced that a ~Olind' knovJl~dge' ofiriternattonal h\lmanitartan law is an essential factor for 
its effective application, "", , ' " , 

Confident that widespread, knowledge of that law will contribute to the promotion of 
humanitarian ideals and a sp'int of peace 'among hati'ons, 

. 	 .. .' . :"':'" ", 

1. Reminds the High Contracting Parties that under the 'four Gen~va Conventions of 1949 
they have undertaken' to disseniinate knowledge of those 'Cortveritions as widely as possible, and that 
the Protocols adopted by the Confen~nce reaffldll and ext'endthat obligation; . " ',' , , 

2. invites the sigri~tory Shtes to take all appropriate measl.ues to' ensure that knowledge of 
international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts, and of the fundamental principles on 
which that law is based, is effectively disseminated, particularly by: 

(a) encouraging the authorities concerned to plan and give effect, if necessary with the 
assistance and advice of the International Committee of the Red Cross, to arrangements to teach 
international humanitarian law, particularly to the armed forces and to appropriate administrative 
authorities, in a manner suited to national circumstances; 

(b) undertaking in peacetime the training of suitable persons to teach international 
humanitarian law and to facilitate the application thereof, in accordance with Articles 6 and 82 of 
the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (protocol I); 

(c) recommending that the appropriate authorities intensify the teaching of international 
humanitarian law in universities (faculties of law, political science, medicine, etc.); 

(d) recommending to educational authorities the introduction of courses on the principles 
of international humanitarian law in secondary and similar schools; 

3. Urges National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies to offer their 
services to the authorities in their own countries with a view to the effective dissemination of know
ledge of international humanitarian law; 

4. Invites the International Committee of the Red Cross to participate actively in th\? 
effort to disseminate knowledge of international humanitarian law by, inter alia: 

(a) publishing material that will assist in teaching international humanitarian law, aI i 
circulating appropriate information for the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and t} ~ 

Protocols, 

(b) organizing, on its own initiative or when requested by Governments or national societies, 
seminars and courses on international humanitarian law, and co-operating for that purpose with 
States and appropriate institutions. 

Fifty-fifth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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22 (IV). 	 FOLLOW-UP REGARDING PROHIBITION OR RESTRICTION OF USE OF CERTAIN 
CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Having met at Geneva for four sessions, in 1974, 1975, 1976 and 1977, and having adopted 
new humanitarian rules relating to armed conflicts and methods and means of warfare, 

Convinced that the suffering of the civilian population and combatants could be significantly 
reduced if agreements can be attained on the prohibition or restriction for humanitarian reasons of 
the use of specific conventional weapons, including any which may be deemed to be excessively 
injurious or to have indiscriminate effects, 

Recalling that the issue of prohibitions or restrictions for humanitarian reasons of the use of 
specific conventional weapons has been the subject of substantive discussion in the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Conventional Weapons of the Conference at all its four sessions, and at the 
Conferences of Government Experts held under the auspices of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross in 1974 at Lucerne and in 1976 at Lugano, 

Recalling, in this connexion, discussions and relevant resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations and appeals made by several Heads of State and Government, 

Having concluded, from these discussions, that agreement exists on the desirability of 
prohibiting the use of conventional weapons, the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments 
not detectable by X-ray, and that there is a wide area of agreement with regard to land-mines and 
booby-traps, 

Having also devoted efforts to the further narrowing down of divergent views on the desirability 
of prohibiting or restricting the use of incendiary weapons, including napalm, 

Having also considered the effects of the use of other conventional weapons, such as small 
calibre projectiles and certain blast and fragmentation weapons, and having begun the consideration 
of the possibility of prohibiting or restricting the use of such weapons, 

Recognizing that it is important that this work continue and be pursued with the urgency 
required by evident humanitarian considerations, 

Believing that further work should both build upon the areas of agreement thus far identified 
and include the search for further areas of agreement and should, in each case, seek the broadest 
possible agreement, 

1. Resolves to send the report of the Ad Hoc Committee and the proposals presented in that 
Committee to the Governments of States represented at the Conference and to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations; 

2. Requests that serious and early consideration be given to these documents and to the 
reports of the Conferences of Government Experts of Lucerne and Lugano; 

3. Recommends that a Conference of Governments should be convened not later than 1979 
with a view to reaching: 
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(a) agreements on prohibitions or restrictions on the use of specific conventional weapons 
including those which may be deemed to be excessively injurious or have indiscriminate effects, 
taking into account humanitarian and military considerations; and 

(b) agreement on a mechanism for the review of any such agreements and for the 
consideration of proposals for further such agreements; 

4. Urges that consultations be undertaken prior to the consideration of this question at the 
thirty-second session of the United Nations Geneeral Assembly for the purpose of reaching agreement 
on the steps to be taken in preparation for the Conference; 

5. Recommends that a consultative meeting of all interested Governments be convened 
during September/October 1977 for this purpose; 

6. Recommends further that the States participating in these consultations should consider 
inter alia the establishment of a Preparatory Committee which would seek to establish the best 
possible basis for the achievement at the Conference of agreements as envisaged in this resolution; 

7. Invites the General Assembly of the United Nations at its thirty-second session, in the 
light of the results of the consultations undertaken pursuant to paragraph 4 of this resolution, to take 
any further action that may be necessary for the holding of the Conference in 1979. 

Fifty-seventh plenary meeting 
9 June 1977 
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23 (IV). REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee.! 

Fifty-seventh plenary meeting 
9 June 1977 

! Document CDDH/409/Rev.1. 
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24 (IV). EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE TO THE HOST COUNTRY 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Having been convened at Geneva at the invitation of the Swiss Government, 

Having held four sessions, in 1974,1975,1976 and 1977, during which it considered two draft 
Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, which had been prepared by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, 

Having benefited thoughout its four sessions from the facilities placed at its disposal by the 
Government of Switzerland and by the authorities of the Republic and Canton and of the City of 
Geneva, 

Profoundly appreciative of the hospitality and courtesy accorded to the participants of the 
Conference by the Government of Switzerland and by the authorities and the people of the Republic 
and Canton of Geneva and of the City of Geneva, 

Having concluded its work by the adoption of two Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949 and of various resolutions, 

1. Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Government of Switzerland for its unfailing support 
for the work of the Conference and in particular to Mr. Pierre Graber, President of the Conference, 
Federal Councillor, Head'of the Federal Political Department of the Swiss Confederation, whose wise 
and firm guidance has contributed so much to the Conference's success; 

2. Expresses its sincere gratitude to the authorities and the people of the Republic and 
Canton of Geneva and of the City of Geneva for the generous hospitality and courtesy which they 
showed to the Conference and those participating in it; 

3. Pays a tribute to the International Committee of the Red Cross and to its representatives 
and experts who devotedly and patiently advised the Conference on all matters arising in connexion 
with the draft Protocols and whose attachment to the principles of the Red Cross has served as an 
inspiration to the Conference; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to Ambassador Jean Humbert, Secretary-General of the 
Conference, and to the entire staff of the Conference for the provision of efficient services at all 
times throughout the four years' duration of the Conference. 

Fifty-eighth plenary meeting 
9 June 1977 
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Copie certifiee conforme a l'original depose dans les archives 

de la Confederation suisse. 

Berne, Ie 26 septembre 1977 Pour Ie 

DEPARTEMENT POLITIQUE FEDERAL 

).~./~ 
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- 3 - CDDH/55 

1 (I). DECISIONS RELATING. TO INVITATIONS ';'0 TAKE PART IN 


THE CONFEPtCNCE 


The Diplo~atic C~nferende on the Reaffir~ation and 
Development of IntermitionalHumani tarianLa;w applicable 
in Armed Conflicts, 

Having considered the question of invitations to take 
part in its work~ 

Resolves that any decision reLatinF to invitations to 
participate in the Conference shall be adopted by a simple 
majority of votes of the representatives present and 
voting. 

Third plenary meetinh 
27 February 1974 



CDDR IC:;C; - 4 

2 (I). PARTICIPATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU 

IN THE CONFERENCE 

The Diplomatic Conference on the qeaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian. Law applicable 
in Armed Conflicta, 

Recalligg the Proclamation of Independence of the Republic 
of Guinea~Bissau on 24 September 1973 as a result of the armed 
struggle waged by the people of that country in exercise of 
their legitimate right to self~determination and independence 9 

in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations and General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960 9 

Recalling further resolution 3061 (XXVIII) of 2 November 
1973 9 in which the General Assembly welcomed the accession 
to independence of the people of Guinea-Bissau and the birth 
of the sovereign Republic of Guinea-Bissau, 

R~cognizing the universal character of the participation 
in the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in 
Armed Conflicts 9 

1. Invites the Government of the Republic of Guinea
Bissau to send its plenipotentiaries to participate in the 
Conference; 

2. Requests the President of the Conference to take 
immediate steps to give effect to this resolution. 

Fourth plenary meeting 
28 February 1974 



CDDH/55- 5 

3 (1). PARTICIPATION OF NATIONAL LIBERATION r~OVp~F.N'I'S IN 

THE CONFERElJCE 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffir~ation and 

Development of International-Humanitarian Law applicable 

in Armed Confllcts J 


R8cognizing the paramount importance of ensurin~ broad 

participation in the work of the Conference which is of 

a fundamentally humanitarian nature. 


Convinced that the pro~ressive development and codification 
of internation2.1 humanitarian law a[lplicablE in armed conflicts 
is a universal task in which the national liberation movements 
can contribute positively) 

1. Decides to invite the national liberation movements) 
which are recornized by the regional inter~overnmental 
or~anizations concerned J to participate fully in the 
deliberations of the Conference and its "~ain C0mmittees~. 

2. Decides further that, notwithstandin~ anythin~ contained 
in the rules of procedure) th8 statements m~de or the proposals 
and amendments submitted by delcITations of such national 
liberation movements shall be circulated by the Conference 
Secretariat as Conference ~ocuments to all the participants 
in the Conference, it being understood that only delegations 
representing States will be entitled to vote_ 

3. Requests the President of the Conference to take 
immediate steps to give effect to this resolution. 

Seventh plenary meeting 
-. 1 March 1974 



CDDH/55 - 6 

4 (I). PROTECTION OF JOURNALISTS ENGAGED IN DANGEROUS 

MISSIONS IN AREAS OF APMED CONFLICT 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable 

in Armed Conflicts, 


Considerin~ resolution 3058 (XXVIII) of 2 November 1973, 
by which the General Assembly of the United Nations requested 
the Secretary"Gencral of the Organization to invite the 
Diplomatic Conference to submit its comments and advice 
on the draft articles on the protection of journalists 
engaged in dangerous missions in areas of armed conflict 
and related amendments,ll 

Being desirous of complying with that request by giving 
the Secretary~General of the United Nations detailed comments 
on the documents in question, 

Noting that the pro~ress so far made in its work will 
unfortunately not permit it to examine this question under 
appropriate conditions durin~ its present session, 

1. Asks the Secretary-General of the Conference to 
transmi t to the SecretarY"General of the United Nations its 
request that additional time may be allowed for that purpose; 

2. Decides to include the exa~ination of this question 
as a matter of priority in the a~enda for its next session. 

T1;renty"first plenary meetin[ 
28 ~1arch 1974 

11 See United Nations document A/g073 
J 

annexes I and 110 
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CDDH/55 

5 (1). SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS AND AMENDMPNTS TO DRAPT 

PROT~COL~ I AlD II 

The Dlplomatic Conferen~t on the PC'lffirma;tion 2.nd 
Developm8nt of International J-lurn;=>.nitarian "[,8.1;' applicable 
in Armed Conflicts, 

Having decided to resume its rl~liberations at a later date, 

Aimin~ at a rapid pro~ress in the deliberations of the 
Conference .' 

I. Calls upon "lll participants in th2 Conference to 
submit to the Secretariat of th~ Confer8ncc proposals and 
amendnents to the two draft Protocols by n date not later 
than 15 September 1974; this being understood to be without 
prejudice to the right of partici~ants to submit proposals 
and amendments at a later date or durin~ the followin~ 
session, 

2. Requests tho Secretariat of the Conference to 
prepare a comparative table of proposals 3nd amendments 
submitted by 15 Septe~bor 1974 Rnrt to distribute that 
table to all participants by l~ November 1974. 

Twenty·second plenary meetins 
29 ~~arch 1974 



CDDH/55 - 8 

6 (I). ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF COMMITTEE I 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable
!n Armed ConfliGts, . 

Adopting the report of Committee I, containing its 
recommendation in paragraph 37, 

Welcomes the adoption of article 1 of draft Protocol 
I by committee I. 

Twenty-second PlenarK meeting 
29 March 197 
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CDDH/227 

Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

7 (rI). QUESTION OF THE OBSERVANCE BY SOUTH AFRICA OF THE 

GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 194~ 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 

of International Humanitarian Law a~pplicable-"-in" Armed Cdhflicts, 


Having been informed by its President that the Government of 

the Republic of South Africa will not be participating in"the 

second session of the Conference, 


Concerned about the possible implications of such non-participa
tion for the Government of South Africa's continued adherence to 
the provisions ~f the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
t~e ·g~rieralprinciples of international humanitarian law~ 

Convinced of the imperative necessity for the universal 
observance of and respect for the principles and rules of 
international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts, 

1. Requests its President to seek urgent assurances from the 
Government of the Republic of South Africa regarding its 
alherence to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and its commitment 
to the principles and rules of international humanitarian law 
applicable in armed conflicts; 

2. Requests its Secretary-General to report on the implementa
tion of this resolution to the Conference before the close of its 
present session. 

Twenty-seventh plenary meeting 
5 February 1975 
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Resolution adopted on the report of the Credentials Committee 

8 (II). CREDENTIALS OF 	 REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SECOND SESSION 

OF THE CONFERENCE 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts, 

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee. l ! 

Twenty-eighth plenary meeting 
16 April 1975 

1/ Document CDDH!2l8!Rev.2 
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Resolution adopted on the report of Committee I 

9 (II). PROTECTION OF JOURNALISTS ENGAGED IN DANGEROUS 


MISSIONS IN AREAS OF ARMED CONFLICTS 


The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts~ 

Considering resolution 3058 (XXVIII) of 2 November 1973, by 
which the General Assembly of the United Nations requested the 
Diplomatic Conference to submit its comments and advice on the 
draft Convention on the "protection of journaliils engaged in 
dangerous missions in areas of armed conflict" - , 

Considering resolution 4(I) of 28 March 1974, by which the 
Diplomatic Conference decided to include the examination of the 
question of journalists engaged in dangerous missions as a matter 
of priority in the agenda of its second session, 

Considering resolution 3245 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974) by 
which the General Assembly of the United Nations expressed the 
wish that the Diplomatic Conference submit its observations and 
suggestions on the subject to the General Assembly at its 
thirtieth session, 

Being desirous of complying with that request, 

Noting with concern that too frequently journalists engaged in 
dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflict do not 
enjoy adequate protection; 

Having studied with close attention the draft articles which 
have been submitted to it, 

II United Nations document A/g073, annex I. 
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Resolution adopted on the report of Committee I 

1. Decides to add to Addit~onal Protocol I to the Geneva 
Conventions an article concerning the pro~ection of journalists 
engaged in danGerous professional missiols in areas of armed 
conflict, which is based on the same guiding principles, and 
regards the matter from a purely humanitarian point of view~ the 
text of which is annexed tb this resolution; 

2. Requests the Secretary-Gentral of this Conference to 
transmit the text of this resolut].on to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. 

Thirtieth plenary meeting 
18 April 1975 

ANNEX 

In draft Protocol 10 after apticlc 69 add Q new article 
reading as follows: 

"Journalists who are engaged in dangerous professional missions 
in areas of armed conflict sha~l be considere~ as civilians within 
the meaning of paragraph 1 0:: a:::,ticle 1!5. They shall be 
protected as such under the Conventions 8nd the present Protocol, 
provided that they take no action affect~ng their status as 
civilians and without prejudice to the right of war correspondents 
accredited to the armed forces to the status proVided under 
Article 4 A (4) of the ~hird Convention. They may obtain an 
identity card similar to the ann0xed model. This card, which 
shall be issued by the government of the State of which they are 
nationals or in which they reside or in which the news medium for 
which they workl~s located, shall attest to the holder's status as 
a journalist." 

11 See the report of Committee I (CDDH/219/Rev.l; 
para.lgObis). 
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Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

10 (II). SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS AND AMENDMENTS TO DRAFT 

PROTOCOLS I AND II AND NEW ARRANGEMENT OF THE 'l'VJO 

DRAFT PROTOCOLS 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts. 

having decided to resume its deliberations at a later date~ 

Wishing to make rapid progress in its deliberations, 

1. Calls on all participants in the Conference to submit to 
the Secretariat of the Conference any of their proposals or 
amendments relating to the two draft Protocols which have not 
yet been adopted~ or the discussion of which in the Main 
Committees has not yet been completed; , 

2. UrCes that all such proposals and amendments be submitted 
not later than 15 l~ovember 1975; it beine; 'J.nC,erstood that this 
request is without prejudice to the right of participants to 
submit proposals and amendments at a later date or oven during 
the next session; 

3. Requests the Secretariat of the Conference to prepare a 
comparative table of all proposals and amendments submitted by 
15 November 1975 and to distribute it to all ~articipants by 
31 January 1976 at the latest; 

4. Further requests the Secr8tariat of the Conference to 
prepare a synoptic table for the two craft Protocols giving: 

(~) the text of the articles adopted by the l''iain Committees; 

(~) the symbols of the documents containing the proposals and 
amendments relating to the articles not yet adopted. 

Thirtieth p12nary meeting 
13 f,pril 1975 
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Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

11 (III). SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS AND AMENDMENTS TO DRAFT 

PROTOCOLS I AND II AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 


BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE 


The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humcmitarian Law applicable in 

Armed Conflicts, 


Having decided to resume its deliberations at a later 

date, 


Wishing to make rapid progress towards the conclusion of 

its deliberations, 


1. Invites all participants in the Conference to submit 
to the Secretariat of the Conference any of their proposals or 
amendments relating to the articles of the draft Protocols 
which have not yet been adopted, or the discussion of which in 
the Main Committees has not yet been completed, 

2. Requests that all such proposals and amendments be 
submitted ·not later than 15 November 1976, it being understood 
that this request is without prejudice to the right of 
participants to submit proposals and amendments at a later date 
or even during the next and final session, 

3. Further requests the Secretariat of the Conference to 
prepare a comparative table of all proposals and amendments 
submitted by 15 November 1976 and to distribute it to all 
participants by 15 February 1977 at the latest; 

4. Further requests the Secretariat of the Conference to 
prepare a synoptic table for the two draft Protocols giving: 

(~) 	 the text of the articles adopted by the Main 
Committees, and 

(£) 	 the symbols of the documents containing the proposals 
and amendments relating to the articles not yet 
adopted, and to send that synoptic table to all 
participants by 15 February 1977 at the latest. 

Thirty-third Plenar~ meeting 
11 June 197 
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Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

12 (III). WORK ON THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT ADDITIONAL PROTOCO~S 

IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE THIRD AND FOURTH SESSIONS 


OF THE CONFERENCE 


The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law-applicable ih 

Armed Conflicts, . . ... 


Noting that, despite the efforts made during its first~ 
second and third sessions, it has not been possible during those 
sessions to establish the definitive texts of all provisions of 
the proposed two Additional Protocols intended to supplement the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and to relate 
respectively to the protection of victims of international armed 
conflicts and to the protection of victims of non-international 
armed conflicts, 

Keenly aware of the need to prepare the texts of the said 
Additional Protocols with the utmost care and without delay, 

Having appointed a Drafting Committee to which it has 
entrusted the responsibility for co-ordinating and reviewing the 
drafting of all texts adopted or to be adopted by the Main 
Committees, 

Considering the work already done by the Drafting Committee 
and realizing the vital function still to be performed by that 
Committee, 

Having agreed to hold a final session in 1977 for the 
purpose of adopting the definitive texts of the Additional 
Protocols, 
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1. Invites the Secretariat to examine, in collaboration 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross, all the 
articles so far adopted by the Committees with a view, on the 
one hand, to ensuring the technical accuracy of words, 
correctness of grammar, consistency of usage, and accuracy of 
translation in the texts and~ on the other, to identifying, 
with respect to each article, any issues of drafting and making 
any suggestions to the Drafting Committee with regard to the 
matter and with respect to the ordering and titles of the 
articles; 

2. Considers that it would advance the work of the· 
Drafting Committee to entrust the task of examining the texts 
prepared by the Secretariat in pursuance of paragraph 1 to a 
small team of members of the Secretariat and of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, assisted by a few technical 
consultants, acting in their personal capacity, chosen from among 
the representatives of countries participating in the Conference 
by reason of their familiarity with the subject matter and their 
linguistic qualifications; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in liaison with the 
President of the Conference and the Chairman of the Drafting 
Committee, to make appropriate arrangements for convening these 
technical consultants early in January 1977; 

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to send to all 
participating delegations, before the opening of the'fourth 
session of the Conference, the texts prepared by the 
Secretariat in collaboration with these technical consultants. 

Thirty-third Plenar~ meeting 
11 June 197 
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Resolution adopted on the report of Committee II 

13 (III). USE ,OF ,VISUAL SIGNALLING FOR IDENTIFICATION OF 
MEDICAL TRANSPORTS PROTECTED BY THE GENEVA 

'::'JNVENTIONS OF 1949 AND ANY ADDITIONAL 
INSTRUMENT 

The Diplomatic Conference on'the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in 

Armed Confl-icts, 


Considering 

(a) that in order to avoid attack there is a need for 

improved visual. identification of medical transports, 


(b:)that the present Conference has agreed to the use 
of a flashing blue light as a means of visual identification 
to be employed only by those aircraft exclusively engaged in 
medical transport, 

'te) tha,t b.y special agreement, parties to a conflict " 
may reserve the use of a flashing blue light for ide'n:t;ification 
of medical vehicles and medical ships and craft, but, in the 
abseric'e of such agreement the use of such signals for- other 
vehicles ol'ships is'not forbidden, 

(.d) that, in addition to the distinctiv,e emblem and ,1?-h~" 
flashing blue light, other means of visual identification, such 
as signal flags and combinations of flares could be used 
eventually to ,identify medical transports, 

(e) thatth-e 'Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization (IHCa) is the most appropriate international body 
to designate and promulgate visual signals to be employed within 
the maritime environment, and 

Having noted 

that though the Geneva Conventions of Au~ust 1949 
recognize the use of the distinctive emblem to be flown by 
hospital ships and medical craft, this use is not reflected in 
relevant documents of IMCO~ 
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1. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit 
to IMCO this resolution, together with the attached documents 
of this Conference, inviting that Organization to: 

(a) consider introduction into the appropriate documents 
such as the International Code of Signals, the flashing blue 
light as contained in article 6, Chapter III of the Annex to 
the Protocol on identification and marking; 

(b) provide for recognition of the distinctive emblem 
in the-appropriate documents (see article 3); 

(c) consider the establishment both of unique flag 
signals and of a flare combination, such as white-red-white 
which might be used for additional or alternative visual 
identification of medical transports; 

2. Resolves that the Governments invited to the present 
Conference should be urged to lend their full co-operation to 
this endeavour in the consultative processes of IMCO. 

Thirty-third Plenar~ meeting 
11 June 197 
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ANNEX 

Articles 	31/ 6, 10 and 11 of the annex to Additional Protocol I 
to the Geneva Conventions_of 12 AJ!gust 1949 

The distinctive emblem 

Article 3 - Shape and natur~ 

1. The distinctive emblem (red on it white ground), shall be 
as large as appropriate under the circumstances. For the 
shapes of the cross, the crescent or the lion and sun, the 
High Contracting Parties may be guided bvthe models shown in 
Fig. 2. 

2. At night or when visibility is reduced, the distinctive 
emblem may be lighted or illuminated; it may also be made of 
mater'ials rendering it recognizable by technical me.ans of 
detection. 

Fig. 2: Emblem in red on a ¥'Jhite gpoW1d 
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ANNEX (continued) 

Article 6 - Light signal 

1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is 

established for the use of medical aircraft to signal their 

identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. The 

recommended blue colour is obta"ined by using, as trichromatic 

co-ordinates 9 a green boundary represented by y = 0.065 + 0.805x 9 


a white boundary by y= 0.400 - x, and a purple boundary by 

x = 0.133 + O.600y. The recommended flashing rate "of the blue 

light is between sixty and one hundred flashes per minute. 


2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with the necessary lights 
to make the light signal visible in as many directions as possible. 

3. In the absence of a special agreement concluded between the 
parties to the conflict, reserving the use of flashing blue lights 
for the identification of medical vehicles and ships and craft, 
the use of such signals for other vehicles or ships is not 
forbidden. 

Article 10 - Use of international codes 

Medical units and transports may also use the codes and 
signals laid down by the International Telecommunication Union, 
the International Civil Aviation Organization and the Inter
Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization. These codes and 
signals shall be used in accordance with the standards 9 practices 
and procedures established by these organizations. 

Article 11 - Other means of communication 

When two-way radio communications are not possible, the 
signals provided for in the International Code of Signals adopted 
by the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization or in 
the appropriate annex of the Chicago Convention on International 
civiI Aviation of 7 Decenlber 1944, as amended from time to time, 
may be used. 
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Resolution adopted on the report of CODunittee II 

14 (III). USE OF RADIOCOfJlMUNICATIONS FOR ANNOUNCING AND 
IDENTIFYING MEDICAL TRANSPORTS PROTECTED BY 

THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949 AND ANY 
ADDITIONAL INSTRUMENT 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in 

Armed Conflicts, 


Considering 

(a) that it is vital that distinctive and reliable 
communIcations be used for identifying and announcing the movement 
of medical transports j 

(b) that adequate and appropriate consideration will be given 
to cOmIDunications related to the movement of a medical transport 
only if it is identified by an internationally recognized priority 
signal such as "Red Cross"j "Humanity"j "Mercy" or other technically 
and phonetically recognizable term j 

(c) that the wide range of circumstances under which a 
conflict may occur makes it impossible to select in advance suitable 
radio frequencies for communications~ 

(d) that the radio frequencies to be employed for communicating 
information relative to the identification and movement of medical 
transports must be made known to all parties who may use 'medical 
transports, and, 

Having noted 

(a) Recommendation No. 2 of the International Telecommunication 
Uni,on lITU) Plenipotentiary Conference, 1973, relating to the use 
of radiocommunications for announcing and identifying hospital 
ships and medical aircraft protected under the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, 

(b) Recommendation No. Nar2 - 17 of the ITU l;Jorld .Maritime 
Administrative Radio Conference j Geneva, 1974 j relating to the use 
of radiocommunications for marking, identifying j locating, and 
communicating with the means of transport protected under the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, concerning the protection of 
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war victims and any additional instruments of those conventions, 

as well as for ensuring the safety of ships and aircraft of States 

not parties to an armed conflict~ and 


(c) The memorandum by the International Frequency Registration 
Board TIFRB), a permanent organ of the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU), relating to the need for national co-ordination on 
radiocommunication matters 3 while 

(~) that 

the designation and use of frequencies, including 
the use of distress frequencies, 

operating procedures in the Mobile Service, 

the distress~ alarm, urgency and safety signals, and 

the order of priority of co~munications in the 
Mobile Service 

are governed by the Radio Regulations annexed to the International 
Telecommunication Convention; 

(b) that :hese Regulations may be revised only by a competent 
ITU World Administrative Radio Conference (WARC)~ an<i 

(c) that the next general WARC is planned for 1979 and that 
written proposals for the revision of the Radio Regulations should 
be submitted by Governments about one year before the opening of 
the Conference, 

1. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit this 
document to all Governments and organizations invited to the 
present Conference, together with the annex representing the 
requirements both for radio frequencies and for international 
recognition of an appropriate priority signal which must be satisfied 
in the proceedings of a. competent general World Administrative 
Radio Conference, and further, 
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2. Resolv~s that the Governments invited to the present 
Conference be informed of its concern that they make, as a: matter 
of urgency, the appropriate preparations for the general World 
Adminj,strative Radio Conference to be held in 1979 so ·that the vital 
requirement,s of cpnimunications for protected medical transports in 
armed conflicts may be adequately provided for in the Radio 
Regulations. 

Thirty-third Plenar~·meeting 
11 June 197 
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ANNEX 

Articles 7a 8 and 9 of the annex to Additional Protocol I to 

the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 


Article 7 - Radio signal 

1. The radio signal shall consist of a radiotelephonic or radio
telegraphic message preceded by a distinctive priority signal to be 
designated and approved by a World Administrative Radio Conference 
of the International Telecommunication Union. It shall be 
transmitted three times before the call sign of the medical 
transport involved. This message shall be transmitted in English 
at appropriate intervals on a frequency or frequencies specified 
pursuant to paragraph 3. The use of the priority signal shall be 
restricted exclusively to medical units and transports. 

2. The radio message preceded by the distinctive priority signal 
mentioned in paragraph 1 shall convey the following data: 

(~) 	 the call sign of the medical transport, 

(~) 	 position of the transport~ 

(£) 	 number and type of medical transports, 

(d) 	 intended route, 

(~) 	 estimated time en route and of departure and 

arrival, as appropriate~ 


(!) 	 any other information such as flight altitude, radio 
frequencies guarded, languages and secondary 
surveillance radar modes and codes. 

3. In order to facilitate the communications referred to in 
paragraphs I and 2, as well as the communications referred to in 
articles 123 to 32 inclusive! of the Protocol, the High Contracting 
Parties, the parties to a conflict, or one of the parties to a 
conflict, acting in agreement or alone, may designate, in 
accordance with the Table of Frequency Allocations in the Radio 
Regulations annexed to the International Telecommunication 
Convention, and publish selected national frequencies to be used by 
them for such communications. These frequencies shall be notified 
to the International Telecommunication Union in accordance with 
procedures to be approved by a general World Administrative Radio 
C(mferenc e . 
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ANNEX (continued) 

Artic Ie 8 - Electronic ident i1'icat ion 

1. The Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system, as specified 
in Annex 10 to the Chicago ~onvention on International Civil 
Aviation of 7 December 1944, as amended from time to time, may be 
used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. The 
SSR mode and code to be reserved for the excl,usive use of medical 
aircraft shall be established by the High Contracting Parties, the 
parties to a conflict, or one of the parties to a conflict, acting 
in a,greement or alone, in accordance with procedures to be 
recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

2. Parties to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, 
establish for their use a similar electronic system for the 
identification of medical vehicles, and medical ships and craft. 

Article 9 - Radio communications 

In application of the procedures referred to in articles 
123 to 32 inclusive7 of the Protocol, appropriate radio 
communications by medical units and transports may be preceded by 
the priority signal referred to in article 7 of the present annex. 
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Resolution adopted on the report of Committee II 

15 (III). USE OF CERTAIN ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL MEANS 

OF IDENTIFICATION BY MEDICAL AIRCRAFT 


PROTECTED BY THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 

OF 1949 AND ANY ADDITIONAL 


INSTRUMENT 


The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in 

Armed Conflicts, 


Considering 

(a) that in order to avoid their engagement by armed forces 

there Is an urgent need for both electronic and visual 

identification of medical aircraft in flight, 


(b) that the Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system has 
the capability of providing unique identification of aircraft and 
of en route flight details, 

(c) that the International Civil Aviation Organization is the 
most appropriate international body to designate SSR modes and 
codes in the range of circumstances envisaged, 

(d) that the present Conference has agreed to the use of a 
flashing blue light as a means of visual identification to be 
employed only by those aircraft exclusively engaged in medical 
transport, and 

Recognizing that the designation in advance of an exclusive~ 
world-wide SSR mode and code for the identification of medical 
aircraft may not be possible due to the extensive deployment of 
the SSR system; 
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1. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit to 
the lntermitional Civil Aviation Organization this document, 
together with the attached final documents of this Conference 
inviting that organization to: 

(~) establish appropriate procedures for the designation, 
in case of an international armed conflict, of an exclusive SSR 
mode and code to be employed by medical aircraft concerned~ and 

(b) note the agreement of this Conference to recognize the 
flashing blue light as a means of identification of medical 
aircraft, and provide for that use in the appropriate leAO 
documents, and further; 

2. Resolves that the Governments invited to the present 
Conference should be requested to lend their full co-operation to 
this endeavour in the consultative processes of lCAO. 

Thirty-third plenary meeti~ 
11 June 1976 
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ANNEX 

Articles 6 and 8 of the annex to Additional Protocol I to the 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 


Article 6 - Light signal 

1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is 
established for the use of m~dical aircraft to signal their 
identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. The recommenqed 
blue colour is obtained by using, as trichromatic co-ordinates~ a 
green boundary represented by y = 0.065 + 0.805x, a white 
boundary by y = 0.400 - x, and a purple boundary by 
x = 0.133 + 0.600y. The recommended flashing rate of the blue 
light is between sixty and one hundred flashes per minute. 

2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with the necessary lights 

to make the light signal visible in as many directions as possible. 


3. In the absence of a special agreement concluded between the 
parties to the conflict, reserving the use of flashing blue lights 
for the identification of medical vehicles and ships and craft, the 
use of such signals for other vehicles or ships is not forbidden. 

Article 8 - Electronic identification 

1. The secondary surveillance radar (SSR) system, as specified 
in Annex 10 to the Chicago Convention on International Civil 
Aviation of 7 December 1944, as amended from time to time, may be 
used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. 
The SSR mode and code to be reserved for the exclusive use of 
medical aircraft shall be established by the High Contracting 
Parties, the parties to a conflict, or one of the parties to a 
conflict, acting in agreement or alone, in accordance with 
procedures to be recommended by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization. 

2. Parties to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, 
establish for their use a similar electronic system for the 
identification of medical vehicles, and medical ships and craft. 
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Resolution adopted on the report of the Credentials Committee 

16 (III). CREDENTIALS 'OF' REPRESENTAT1VES TO'THE THiRD 
.. SESSION -OF THE CONPERENCE 

.TheDiplomatic Conference on the. Reaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in 
ArIIledConflicts s 

Approves the report of the Credentials Comniittee):/ 

Thirty-third Plenar~ meeting 
11 June 197 

11 Document CDDH/233/Rev.2. 
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Resolution adopted on the report of Committee II 

17 .( IV) . 	 USE OF CERTAIN ELECTRONIC AND VISUAL ~mANS OF 
IDENTIFICATION BY MEDICAL AIRCRAFT PROTECTED UNDER 
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949 AND UNDER THE PROTOCOL 
ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949, 
Arm RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF 
INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I) 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 

Development of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in 

Armed Conflicts, Geneva~1974-1977, 


Considering that: 

(a) in order to avoid their engagement by combatant forces 
there Is an urgent need for both electronic and visual indentifica
tion of medical aircraft in flight, 

(b) the Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system has the 

capability of providing unique identification of aircraft and of 

en route flight details. 


(c) the International Civil Aviation Organization is the 

most appropriate international body to designate SSR modes and 

codes in the range of circumstances envisaged, 


(d) this Conference has agreed to the use of a,flashing blue 
light as a means of visual identification to be employed only by 
aircraft exclusively engaged in medical transport, 1/ 

Recognizing that the designation in advance of an exclusive, 
world-wide SSR mode and code for the identification of medical 
aircraft may not be possible owing to the extensive deployment 
of the SSR system; 

1. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit to 
the International Civil Aviation Organization this document, 
together with the attached documents of this Conference; inviting 
that Organization to: 

(a) establish appropriate procedures for the designation~ in 
case of an international armed conflict, of an exclusive SSR mode 
and code to be employed by medical aircraft concerned; and, 

1/ See Annex to this resolution. 
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(b) note the agreement of this Conferenc~t~_ r~.cogtlJ~ethe 
flashing blue light as a means of identification of medical 
aircraft!. and provide for that use in the appropriate International 
Civil Aviation Organization documents; 

2. Urges the Governments invited to the pr~sent Conference 
to lend their full co-operation to this endeavour in the 
consultative processes of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization. 

Fifty-fourthpl~narY.m~~ting 
7 Jun~ .. 1977 
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ANNEX 

Articles 6 and 8 of the Regulations 
contained in Annex I to Protocol I 

Article 6 - Light signal 

1. The light signal ~ consisting of a flashing blue light ~ is 

established- for the use of medical aircraft to signal their 

identity. No other ai'rcraftshall use this signal-The .

recommended blue colour is obtained by using, as trichromatic 

co-ordinates: 


green boundary y = 0.065 + 0.805x 

white boundary y = 0.400 - x 

purple boundary x = 0.133 + 0~600y 

The recommended flashing rate of the olue light is between sixty 

and one hundred flashes per minute. 


2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as 
may be necessary to make the light signal visible in as many 
directions as possible. 

3. In the absence of a special agreement between the Parties to 
the conflict reserving the use of flashing blue lights for the 
identification of medical vehicles and medical ships and craft~ 
the use of such signals for other vehicles or ships is riot 
prohibited. 

Article 8 - Electr.onic identification 

1. The Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system as specified in 
Annex 10 to the Chicago Convention on International Civil 
Aviation of 7 December 1944s as amended from time to time, may be 
used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. The 
SSR mode and code to be reserved for the exclusive use of medical 
aircraft shall be established by the High Contracting Parties ,.the 
Parties to a conflict, or one of the .Parties to a conflict, acting 
in agreement or alone. in accordance with procedures to be 
recommended by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

2. Parties to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, 
establish for their use a similar electronic system for the 
identification of medical vehicles and medical ships and craft. 
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Resolution adopted on the report of Committee II 

18 (IV). 	 USE OF VISUAL SIGNALLING FOR IDENTIFICATION OF ~EbICAL 

TRANSPORTS PROTECTED UN[;Eh THE GENEVA CONY .2:N7I;:;;'i3 C~F 


1949 AND UNDER THE PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL ~O THE GENEVA 

CONVE!':TIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING TO THE 

PROTECTION OF VICTH1S OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS 

(PROTOCOL I) 


The piplomatic Conference on. the Reaffirmation and 

Development of Internati(;mal Humanitarian Law Applicable in 

Armed Conflicts 3 Geneva, 1974-1977~ 


Considering that: 

(a) in order to avoid att~cks upon them there is a need for 

the improved visual identification of medical transports, 


(b) this Conference has asreed to the use of a flashing blue 
light as a means of visual identification to be employed only by 
aircraft exclusively engaged in medical transport,l! . 

(e) by sp~eial agreement, Parties to a conflict may reserve 
the use of af'lashing blue light for the identification of medical 
vehicles and med1cal ships and craft, but: in the ~bsence ot stich 
agreement~ the use of such signals for other vehlcles or ships is 
not prClhibited 9 

(d) in addition to the distinctive emblem'and the flashing 
blue lIght" othe~ means of visual identification~ such as signal 
flags and combinations of flares; may be used eventually to . 
identify medical transports; 

(~) the Inter-Governmental ~1aritimeConsultati ve Organ'iia
tionis the most appropriate international body to designate and 
promulga~e visual sif;,nals to be .employed within the maritime 
environment, 

Having noted that. though the Gen~va Conventions of 
12 August 194.9 recognize the use of the distinctive emblem to be 
flown by hospital ships and medical craft, this use is not 
reflected in relevant documents of the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization, 

1/ See Annex to this resolution. 
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1. Req~ests the President of the Conference to transmit to 
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization this 
resolution, together with the documents of this Conference, 
inviting that Organization to: 

(a) consider introduction into the appropriate documents, 
such as the International Code of Signals, the flashing blue 
light as described in Article 6 of Chapter III of the Regulations 
contained in Annex I to Protocol I; 

(b) provide for recognition of the distinctive emblem in 
the appropriate documents (see Article 3 of Chapter II of the 
said Regulations); 

(c) consider the establishment both of unique flag signals 
and of a flare combination, such as white-red-white, which might 
be used for additional or alternative visual identification of 
medical transports; 

2. Urges the Governments invited to this Conference to 
lend their-full co-operation to this endeavour in the 
consultative processes of the Inter-Governmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization. 

Fifty-fourth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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ANNEX 

Articles 3,6 ,10and 11 of the 
Regulations contained in Annex T to Protocol I 

Article 3 -Shape and nature 

1. The distinctive emblem (red on a white ground) shall be as 
large as appropriate under the circumstances. For the shapes of 
the cross, the crescent or the lion and sun, the High Contracting 
Parties may be guided by the models shown in Figure 2. 

2. At night or when visibility is reduced, the distinctive 
emblem may be lighted or illuminated; it may also be made of 
materials rendering it recognizable by technical means of 
detection. 

Fig. 2: Distinctive emblems in red on a white ground 

Article 6 - Light sighal 

1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is 
established for the use of medical aircraft to signal their 
identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. The 
recommended blue colour is obtained by using, as trichromatic 
co-ordinates: 

green boundary y = 0.065 + 0.805x 

white boundary y = 0.400 - x 

purple boundary x = 0.133 + 0.600y 

The recommended flashing rate of the blue light is between sixty 
and one hundred flashes per minute. 

2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as may 
be necessary to make the light signal visible in as many directions 
as possible. 
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AMNEX (continued) 

3. In.the absence of a special a~reement between the Parties to 
the conflict reserving the use of flashing blue lights for the 
identification of medical vehicles and ships and craft~ the use of 
such signals for other vehicles or ships is not prohibited. 

Article 10 - Use of internation~l codes 

Medical units and transports may also use the codes and 
signals laid down by the International Telecommunication Union~ 
the International Civil Aviation Organization and the Inter
Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization. These codes and 
signals shall be used in accordance with the standards~ practices 
and procedures established by these Organizations. 

Article 11 - Other means of communication 

When two-way radiocommunication is not possible~ the signals 
provided for in the International Code of Signals adopted by the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization or in the 
appropriate Annex to the Chicago' Convention on International, Civil 
Aviation of 7 December 1944~as amended from time to time, may
be used. . 
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Resolution adopt.:.:d Oil the report of Committee II 

19 (IV). 	 USE OF RADIoco~qrnUNICATIONS FOR ANNOUNCING f;h'D 

IDENTIFYING MEDICAL TRANSPORTS PROTECTED UNDER THE 

GENEVA COtJVENTIONS OF 1949 AND UNDER THE P~OTOCOL 


ADDITIONAL TO ~HE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 12 AUGUST 1949. 

AND RELATING TO 'l'HE PRO'rECTIOl'i OF VICTIMS OF 

INTERNATIONAL AR~ffiD CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I) 


"The Dip16~atic Conf~~e~ce on the Reaffi~m~tion and 
DevelopIi1entof Internat-icnal Hur.lanitarian Law Applicable in 

. Armed Conflicts, GerievB:, __}971!.::19f7: 

Considering that: 

(a ) it is v5_ tc;.l that dl&-sinct_i ve and reliable communications 

be usea for identi~yjng, and announcing the movement of. medical 

traris:port s • 


.(b) adeqnate ane. appropriate consideration will be given to 

conuritinIcation:3 re:at,:;d tv 'che ~ovement of a medical transport only 

if.dt .is identified by an internationally recognized priority 

signal such as ;!Red Cl'~::;S;: c :'Humanity'l:; "Mercy" or other 

technically and phoneticat!y recognizable term. 


<.~) the wife range of circumstances under which a conflict 
may occur makes it ~:_mpossible t- 0 select in adv2.nce sui table radio 
frequencies for communications: 

(d) the r&dio freow:ncir;s to be cfTlployed for communicating 
information relativ,= to "the ideJ'ltification B.nd movement of medical 
transports must be made know~ to all parties who may use medical 
transports, 

Having noted: 

(a) Recommendation No, 2 of the International Telecommunication 
Union TITU) Plen~potentiary Conference, 1973) relating to the use 
of radiocommunications for a.i1nolJ.nc~.ng and identifying hospital ships 
and medical aircraf~ protected under the Geneva Conventions of 1949~ 

(b) Recol"lIl1endation N(). Mar2 - 17 of the International 
Telecommunication Unicn \,TorJd Ma.ritime Adr:inistrative Radio 
Conference, Geneva, 1974, relating to the use of radiocommunications 
for marking, identifying, locating. and communicating with the 
means of transport protected under the Geneva Conventions of 
12 August 19~9. con~erninf tne protection of W2r victims and any 
additional instr~mentG of t~ose conventions, as well as for 
ensuring the saf2ty of ships &nd aircraft of States not Parties to 
an armed conflict; 
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(c) the meJllorandum by the International Frequency Registration 
Board (IFRB L a permcment orgap of the International 
Teleconimunication Union (ITU)" relating to the need for national 
co-ordination on radiocornmtmication matters; 

Recognizing that: 

(a) 	 the designation and use of frequencies, including the 
use of distress frequencies, 

operating procedures in the Mobile Service; 

the distress, alarm, urgency and safety signals, and 

the order of priority of communications in the Mobile 
Service 

are governed by the Radio Regulations annexed to the International 

Telecommunication Convention; 


(b) these Regulations may be revised only by a competent ITU 

vJorld Administrative Radio Conference; 


(c) the next competent World Administrative Radio Conference 
is plan~-_ed for 1979 and that written proposals for the revision of 
the Radio Regulations should be submitted by Governments about one 
year before the opening of the Conference, 

1. Takes note with appreciation that a specific item has been 
included on the agenda of the World Administrative Radio Confe~ence, 
Geneva, 1979 9 which reads: 

"2.6 to study the technical aspects of the use of 
radiocommunications for marking J identifying, locating and 
communicating with the means of medical transport protected 
under the 1949 Geneva Conventions and any additional 
instruments of these Conventionst!; 

2. Requests the President of the Conference to transmit this 
document to all Governments and organizations invited to the present 
Conference, together with the attachments representing the 
requirements, both for radio frequencies and for international 
recognition of an appropriate priority signal, which must be 
satisfied in the proceedings of a competent World Administrative 
Radio Conference;!! 

1! See Annex to this resolution. 
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3. " ur:ges the Governments invited to the present Conference 
to make, as a matter of 'urgency, the appropriate preparations for 
the· World Administrative Radio Conference to be hel'd in 1979 so 
that the vital requirements of communicatioris for protected medical 
transports in armed conflicts may be adequately provided for in the 
Radio Regulations. 

Fifty-fourth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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ANNEX 

Articles 72 8 and 9 of the Regulations 
contained in Annex I to Protocol I 

Article 7 - Radio signal 

1. The radio signal shall ~onsist of a radiotelephonic or 
radiotelegraphic message preceded by a distinctive priority signal 
to be designated and approved by a \I]orld Administrative Radio 
Conference of the International Telecommunication Union. It shall 
be transmitted three times before the call sign of the medical 
transport involved. This message shall be transmitted in English 
at appropriate intervals on a frequency or frequencies specified 
pursuant to paragraph 3. The use of the priority signal shall be 
restricted exclusively to medical units and transports. 

2. The radio message preceded by the distinctive priority signal 
m_entioned in paragraph 1 shall convey the following data: 

(~) call sign of the medical transport; 


(£) position of the medical transport; 


(~) number and type of medical transports; 


(~) 	 intended route; 

(~) 	 estimated time en route and of departure and arrival, 
as appropriate; 

(!) 	 any other information such as flight altitude~ radio 
frequencies guarded, languages and secondary 
surveillance radar modes and codes. 

3. In order to facilitate the com~unications referred to in 
paragraphs 1 and 2, as well as the communications referred to in 
Articles 22~ 23~ 25, 26~ 27~ 28, 29. 30 and 31 of the Protocol, the 
High Contracting Parties, the Parties to a conflict, or one of the 
Parties to a conflict, acting in agreement or alone, may designate, 
in accordance with the Table of Frequency Allocations in the Radio 
Regulations annexed to the International Telecommunication 
Convention, and publish selected national frequencies to be used 
by them for such communications. These frequencies shall be 
notified to the International Telecommunication Union in 
accordance with procedures to be approved by a World Administrative 
Radio Conference. 
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ANNEX (continued) 

Article 8 - Electronic identification 

1. The Secondary Surveillance· RaElar (.SSR) system~ as specified in 
Annex 10 to the Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation 
of 7 December 1944~ as amended from time to time~ may be used to, 
identify and to follow the course, of medical aircraft. The S-SR'mode 
and code to, ~e ,tese:rve:d, for t~e.: exclusive. use of ~edical aircrc;ft 
shall. be, ~.stabllshed .1:>y the Hlgh Contractlng Partles, the Partles 
t; ~ 6opflici. ,or ori~ of the Parties to a conflict~ acting in ' 
agreement' or aic)ne ~. in, accordance. with procedures to be recommended 
b~the Internatiorial Civil Aviation Organization.

(::....- . " 

2~' ::·Paf.t'ies to. a conflict may) by special agreement between them, 
est~bii~h for their us~ ~'simila~ ~lectronic system for th~ 
ident1.tlcation· of medical vehicles:; and medical ships anci craft. 

Article 9.- Radiocommunications 
". --::' , 

The priority signal provid~d for in Article 7 of these 
Regulations may precede appropriate radiocommunications by medical 
units and transports in the application of the procedures carried 
out under Articles 22 ~ 23, 25, 26:, 27~. 28, 29 ~ 30 and 31 of the 
Protocol. 
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Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

20 (IV). PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 

of International Humanitarian Law A plicable in Armed Conflicts, 

Genev~s 197 ~1977s 


Welcoming the adoption of Article 53 relating to the protection 
of cultural objects and places of worship as defined in the said 
Article, contained in the Protocol Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949~ and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 

Acknowledging that the Convention for the Protection of 
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its Additional 
Protocol, signed at The Hague on 14 May 1954~ constitutes an 
instrument of paramount importance for the international protection 
of the cultural heritage of all mankind against the effects of 
armed conflict and that the application of this Convention will in 
no way be prejudiced by the adoption of the Article referred to in 
the preceding paragraphs 

Urges States which have not yet done so to become Parties to 
the aforementioned Convention. 

Fifty-fifth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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Resolution adopted witrlOut reference to a Main Committee 

21 (IV).· 	 DISSEf'I!INATION OF I\~J6wLEDGE OF INTERNATIoNAL HUMANITARIAN 

LAW APPLICABLE IN ARMED CONFLICTS 


The Diplomatic Gonferenceon the Reaffirmation and Development 
of International Humanitarian Law Applicable· in Armed Conflicts, 
Geneva, 1974-1977, 

Convinced that a sound knowledge of international humanitarian 
law is an:essential factor for its effective application~ 

Confident that widespread knowledge of that law will contribute 
to the promotion of humanitarian ideals and a spirit of peace among 
nations, 

1. Reminds the High Contracting Parties that under the four 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 they have undertaken to disseminate 
knowledge of those Conventions as widely as possible, and that the 
Protocols adopted by the Conference reaffirm and extend that 
obligation; 

2. Invites the signatory States to take all· appropriate 
measures to ensure that knowledge of international humanitarian law 
applicable in armed conflicts, and of the fund~mental prinQiples on 
which that law is based, is effectively disseminated, partieularly 
by: 

(a) encouracing the authorities concerned to plan and give 
eff~ct; if n~cessary w{fh the assistance and advice of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross; to arrangements to teach 
international humanitarian law, particularly to the armed forces 
and to appropriate administrative authorities, in a manner suited 
to national circumstances; 

(b) undertaking in peacetime the training of suitable persons 
to teach international humanitarian law and to facilitate the 
application thereof. in accordance with Articles 6 and 82 of the 
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
and relatin~ to the Protection of Victims of International Armed 
Conflicts (Protocol I); 

(c) recommendin~ that the appropriate authorities intensify 
the teiching of international humanitarian law in universities 
(faculties of law, political science, medicine) etco); 

(~) recommendinf, to educational authorities the introduction 
of courses on the principles of international humanitarian law in 
secondary and similar schools) 
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3. prges National Red Cross] Red Crescent and Red Lion and 
Sun Societies to offer their services to the authorities in their 
own countries with a view to the effective dissemination of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law; 

4. Invites the International Committee of the Red Cross to 
participate actively in the effort to disseminate knowledge of 
international humanitarian law bY9 inter alia: 

(a) publishing material that will assist in teaching inter
national humanitarian law, and circulating appropriate information 
for the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and the Protocols~ 

(b) organizings on its own initiative or when requested by 
Governments or national societies~ seminars and courses on inter
national humanitarian law$ and co-operating for that purpose with 
States and appropriate institutions. 

Fifty-fifth plenary meeting 
7 June 1977 
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Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

22 (IV). 	 FOLLOH-UP REGARDING PROHIBITION OR RESTRICTION OF USE OF 

CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL \lIEAPONS 


The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts; 
Ge,neva" 1974-1977 ~ 

Having met at Geneva for four sessions. in 1974~ 1975~ 1976 

and 1977,. and having adopted new humanitarian ru1es relating to 

armed conflicts and methods and means of warfare, 


Convinced that the suffering of the civilian population and 
combatants could be significantly reduced if agreements can be 
attained on the prohibition or restriction for humanitarian reasons 
of the use of specific conventional weapons, including any which 
may be deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate 
effects, . 

Recalling that the issue of prohibitions or restrictions for 
humanitarian reasons of the use of specific conventional weapons 
has been the subject of sUbstantive discussion in the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Conventional \'Ieapons of the Conference at all its four 
sessions~ and at the Conferences of Government Experts held under 
the auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross in 1974 
at Lucerne and in 1976 at Lugano~ 

Recalling] in this connexion, discussions and relevant resolu
tions of the General Assembly of the United Nations and appeals 
made by several Heads of State and Government~ 

Having concluded. from these discussions, that agreement 
exists on desirability of prohibiting the use of conventional 
weapons, the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments not 
detectable by X-ray, and that there is a wide area of agreement 
with regard to land-mines and booby-traps; 

Having also devoted efforts to the further narrowin~ down of 
divergent views on the desirability of prohibiting or restricting 
the use of incendiary weapons, including napalm~ 

Having also considered the effects of the use of other conven
tional weapons~ such as small calibre projectiles and certain blast 
and fragmentation weapons; and having begun the consideration of 
the possibility of prohibiting or reGtricting the use of such 
weapons, 

Recognizing ttat it is important that this work continue and 
be pursued with the urgency required by evident humanitarian 
considerations, 
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Believing that further work should both build upon the areas 
of agreement thus far identified' and include the search for further 
areas of agreement and shoula, in each cases seek the broadest 
possible agreement 3 

1. Resolves to send the report of the Ad Hoc Committee and 

the proposals presented in that Committee to the Governments of 

States represented at t"he Conference and to the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations; 


2. Requests that serious and early consideration ~e given to 
these documents and to the reports of the Conferences of Government 
Experts of Lucerne and Lugano; 

3. Recommends that a Conference of Governments should be 

converiea not later than 1979 with a view to reaching: 


(a) agreements on prohibitions or restrictions on the use of 

specifIc conventional weapons including those which may be deemed 

to be excessively injurious or have indiscriminate effects~ taking 

into account humanitarian and military considerations; and 


(b) agreement on a mechanism for the review of any such 

agreements and for the consideration of proposals for further such 

agreements; 


4. Urges that consultations be undertaken prior to the 
consideration of this question at the thirty-second ~ession of the 
United Nations General Assembly for the purpos~ of reaching agree
ment on the steps to be taken in preparation for the Conference; 

5. Recommends that a conSUltative meeting of all interested 
Governments be convened during September/October 1977 for this 
purpose; 

6. Recommends further that the States participating in these 
consultations should consider inter alia the establishment of a 
Preparatory Committee which would seek to establish the best 
possible basis for the achievement at the Conference of agreements 
as envisaged in this resolution; 

7. Invites the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 
thirty-second session; in the light of the results of the 
consultations undertaken pursuant to paragraph 4 of this resolution~ 
to take any further action that may be necessary for the holding of 
the Conference in 1979. 

Fifty-seventh plenary meeting 
9 June 1977 
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Resolution adopted on the report of the Credentials Committee 

23 (IV). REPORT OF THE CREDE~~IALS COMMITTEE 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of, International "Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts 2 

Geneva? 1974-1977~ 

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee.lf 

Fifty-seventh plenary meeting 
9 June 1977 

if Document CDDHf409fRev.l 
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Resolution adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

24 (IV). EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE TO 'rHE HOST COUNTRY 

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of Internati"onal Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, 
Geneva~ 1974-1977, 

~aving been convened at Geneva at the invitation of the Swiss 

Government;, 


!1aving held four sessions~ in 1974, 1975, 1976 and 1977, during 
which it considered two draft Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, which had been prepared by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, 

Having benefited throughout its four sessions from the 

facillties placed at its disposal by the Government of Switzerland 

and by the authorities of the Republic and Canton and ':-i: the City 

of Geneva, 


Profoundly appreciative of the hospitality and courtesy 

accorded to the participants of the Conference by the Government 

of Switzerland and by the authorities and the people of the 

Republic and Canton of Geneva and of the City of Geneva; 


Having concluded its work by the adoption of two Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and of 
various resolutions~ 

1. Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Government of 
Switzerland for its unfailing support for the work of the Conference 
and in particular to Mr. Pierre Graber, President of the Conference; 
Federal Councillor, Head of the Federal Political Department of the 
Swiss Confederation~ whose wise and firm guidance has contributed 
so much to the Conference's success; 

2. Expresses its sincere gratitude to the authorities and 
the people of the Republic and Canton of Geneva and of the City of 
Geneva for the generous hospitality and courtesy which they showed 
to the Conference and those participating in it; 

3. Pays a tribute to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and to its representatives and experts who devotedly and 
patiently advised the Conference on all matters arising in connexion 
with the draft Protocols and whose attachment to the principles of 
the Red Cross has served as an inspiration to the Conference; 
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4. Expresses its' appreciation to Ambassador Jean Humbert> 
Secretary-General .of. the. Conference. and to. the entire staff of 
the Conference for the provision of efficient services at all 
times throughout the four years' duration of the Conference. 

Fifty-eighth plenarY.meeting 
. 9 June 1977 
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INTRODUCTION 

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, at Vienna, in 1965, after 
proclaiming four principles relating to the protection of the civilian population against the 
dangers of indiscriminate warfare, in its Resolution XXVIII, urged "the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to pursue the development of international humanitarian law", 

Consistent with that recommendation, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), on 19 May 1967, sent all States parties to the Geneva Conventions for the 
Protection of War Victims a memorandum in which it suggested that the principles adopted 
at Vienna be officially confirmed. On a more general plane, it raised the question of 
restoring some parts of the law of war, and it attached to its memorandum a kind of 
inventory of prevailing standards. 

In May 1968, the United Nations Conference on Human Rights, at Teheran, invited 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to contact the ICRC with a view to concerted 
study. 

In September of that same year, the IeRC informed the representatives of National 
Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies then in Geneva that it was 
launching a new effort to reaffirm and develop humanitarian law applicable in armed 
conflicts, as it had done several times since the founding of the Red Cross. 

It pointed out that the Geneva Conventions had been revised-or drawn up in the case 
of one of them-in 1949; they were almost twenty years old and had shown shortcomings 
due to the striking lack of balance between the rules which were for the most part 
developed in 1949 and those which were related to the conduct of hostilities, particularly to 
the protection of the civilian population. 

However, there was no question of revising those Conventions which, when fully 
applied, offer effective guarantees to the victims of conflicts; but they had to be 
supplemented and given added precision on certain important points. 

In September 1969, the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross, at Istanbul, 
unanimously adopted Resolution XIII requesting the ICRC actively to pursue its efforts 
with a view to drafting as soon as possible concrete rules which would supplement existing 
international humanitarian law, and to invite government experts to meet for consultations 
with the ICRC on such proposals. 

On the basis of that Resolution, the ICRe convened for 24 May 1971 the" Conference 
of Government Experts on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanita
rian Law Applicable ill Armed Conflicts ", to which it invited some forty governments to 
delegate experts. As it was unable to cover all its agenda, the meeting requested the 
convening of a second session open to all States parties to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. 
This second session took place in Geneva from 3 May to 3 June 1972 and was attended by 
more than four hundred experts delegated by seventy-seven governments. This large 
attendance, the sustained work carried out in several commissions, and the constructive 
atmosphere which prevailed throughout the proceedings gave a decisive impetus to the 
undertaking. 

With those meetings in mind, the ICRC had drawn up a series of volumes on the 
matters to be discussed. Those volumes, with the reports on the two sessions of the 
Conference of Government Experts, still constitute the basic documentary material. 

In addition to the two sessions of the Conference, the ICRC arranged a number of 
consultative meetings with individuals and groups. In particular, in March 1971 at The 
Hague and in March 1972 at Vienna, it submitted its drafts to Red Cross experts in order 
to have their opinions. Similarly, in November 1971, it consulted the representatives of non
governmental organizations. 
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The IeRC also remained in close liaison with the United Nations and followed 
attentively the work of the General Assembly in this field. In each of its sessions, since 
1968, the General Assembly has adopted resolutions on " respect for human rights in armed 
conflicts ". This was a powerful encouragement to the ICRC to continue its work. 

Each time, the United Nations Secretary-General had submitted to the Assembly very 
detailed reports containing useful suggestions. In addition, representatives of the United 
Nations Secretary-General actively participated in the two sessions of the Conference of 
Government Experts convened by the ICRC. 

Today the ICRC is able to present the result of several years' joint effort, in the form 
of two draft Additional Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions; these drafts are given in 
the pages which follow. Their sole aim is to provide an adequate basis for discussion at the 
forthcoming Diplomatic Conference convened by the Swiss Federal Council, the Government 
of the State depositary of the Geneva Conventions. They will also be submitted to the 
XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross which will meet in Teheran in 
November 1973. 

In order to facilitate examination and discussion of these drafts, the ICRC is issuing a 
commentary which will subsequently be available to those who are interested. 

Problems relating to atomic, bacteriological and chemical warfare are subjects of 
international agreements or negotiations by governments, and in submitting these draft 
Additional Protocols the rCRC does not intend to broach those problems. It should be 
borne in mind that the Red Cross as a whole, at several International Red Cross Conferences, 
has clearly made known its condemnation of weapons of mass destruction and has urged govern
ments to reach agreements for the banning of their use. 

With regard to the "conventional" weapons which cause unnecessary suffering or strike 
indiscriminately civilian popUlation and combatants alike, the ICRC, at the request of the 
second session of the Conference of Government Experts, undertook a study to describe 
such weapons and their effects. A report thereon will be made available to all governments 
and institutions which may be interested and if necessary the ICRC is prepared to continue 
its research in this field which could lead, for example, to the convening of a special 
meeting of government experts in order to study the problem. 

In drawing up the draft Protocols which it has the honour to bring to the attention of 
the authorities of all States parties to the Geneva Conventions, the ICRC believes that it 
has remained steadfast to the spirit in which, since 1864, it has demanded for the benefit of 
individuals guarantees consistent with the dictates of humanity, whilst bearing in mind the 
realities of national defence and security. 

It is convinced tha.t, thanks to the good will of one and all, the representatives of the 
Powers will reach agreement in order to afford the victims of armed conflicts the increased 
protection of which the urgent necessity is today recognized by the community of nations. 
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DRAFT PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL 

TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 1949, 


AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS 

OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS 


The High Contracting Parties, 

Proclaiming their earnest wish to see peace prevail among peoples, 

Believing it necessary, nevertheless, to reaffirm and develop the provisions protecting the 
victims of armed conflicts and to supplement those measures intended to reinforce their 
application, 

Recalling that, in cases not covered by conventional or customary international law, the 
civilian population and the combatants remain under the protection of the principles of 
humanity and the dictates of the public conscience, 

Have agreed on the following: 

PART I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1. - Scope of the present Protocol 

The present Protocol, which supplements the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, 
for the Protection of War Victims, shall apply in the situations referred to in Article 2 
common to these Conventions. 

Article 2. - Definitions 

For the purposes of the present Protocol: 

(a) "the Conventions" means the four Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, for the 
Protection of War Victims; 

(b) "First Convention ", "Second Convention ", "Third Convention" and "Fourth 
Convention" mean, respectively, the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field, of August 12, 1949; the 
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and 
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea, of August 12, 1949; the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, of August 12, 1949; the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of August 12, 1949; 

(c) "protected persons" and "protected objects" mean persons and objects on whom 
or on which protection is conferred by the Articles, Chapters or Sections which concern 
them in Parts II, III and IV; 

(d) "Protecting Power" means a State not engaged in the conflict, which, designated by 
a Party to the conflict and accepted by the adverse Party, is prepared to carry out the 
functions assigned to a Protecting Power under the Conventions and the present Protocol; 

(e) "substitute" means an organization acting in place of a Protecting Power for the 
discharge of all or part of its functions. 

Article 3. - Beginning and end of application 

1. In addition to the povisions applicable in peacetime, the present Protocol shall apply 
from the beginning of any situation referred to in Article 2 common to the Conventions. 
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2. In the territory of Parties to the conflict, the application of the present Protocol 
shall cease on the general close of military operations. 

3. In the case of occupied territory, the application of the present Protocol shall cease 
on the termination of the occupation. 

Article 4. - Legal status of the Parties to the conflict 

The application of the Conventions and of the present Protocol, as well as the 
conclusion of the agreements therein provided, shall not affect the legal status of the Parties 
to the conflict or that of the territories over which they exercise authority. 

Article 5. - Appointment ofProtecting Powers and of their substitute 

1. From the beginning of a situation referred to in Article 2 common to the 
Conventions, each Party to the conflict, which has not already entrusted the protection of 
its interests and those of its nationals to a third State, shall without delay designate a 
Protecting Power for the sole purpose of applying the Conventions and the present Protocol 
and shall without delay and for the same purpose permit the activities of a Protecting 
Power designated by the adverse Party and accepted as such. 

2. In the event of disagreement or unjustified delay in the designation and acceptance 
of Protecting Powers, the International Committee of the Red Cross shall offer its good 
offices with a view to the designation of Protecting Powers acceptable to both Parties to the 
conflict. For that purpose, it may, inter alia, ask each of the Parties to provide it with a list 
of at least five States which they consider acceptable in that respect; these lists shall be 
communicated to it within ten days; it shall compare them and seek the agreement of any 
proposed State named on both lists. 

3. Proposal I 	 Proposal II 
If, despite the foregoing, no Protecting If, despite the foregoing, no Protecting 

Power is appointed, the,International Com Power is appointed, the Parties to the 
mittee of the Red Cross may assume the conflict shall accept the offer made by the 
functions of a substitute within the mean International Committee of the Red Cross, 
ing of Article 2 (e), provided the Parties to if it deems it necessary, to act as a sub
the conflict agree and insofar as those stitute within the meaning of Article 2 (e).' 
functions are compatible with its own 
activities. 

4. The designation and acceptance of Protecting Powers for the sole purpose of 
applying the Conventions and the present Protocol shall not affect the legal status of the 
Parties to the conflict or that of the territories over which they exercise authority. 

5. The maintenance of diplomatic relations between the Parties to the conflict does not 
constitute an obstacle to the appointment of Protecting Powers for the sole purpose of 
applying the Conventions and the present Protocol. 

6. Whenever in the present Protocol mention is made of a Protecting Power, such 
mention also implies the substituewithin the meaning of Article 2 (e). 

Article 6. - Qualified persons 

1. In peacetime the High Contracting Parties shall endeavour to train qualified 
. personnel to facilitate the application 	of the Conventions and of the present Protocol and in 
particular the activities of the Protecting Powers. 

2. The recruitment and training of such personnel lies within the national competence. 

3. Each High Contracting Party shall establish a list of persons so trained and shall 
transmit it to the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

4. The conditions governing the employment of these persons outside the national 
territory shall, in each case, form the subject of special agreements. 

Article 7. - Meetings 

The depositary of the Conventions shall convene a meeting of the High Contracting 
Parties, at the request of two-thirds of them, to study general problems concerning the 
application of the present Protocol; it may convene such a meeting at the request, also, of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
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PARTll 

WOUNDED, SICK AND SIDPWRECKED PERSONS 

SECTION I 

GENERAL PROTECTION 

Article 8. - Definitions 


For the purposes of the present Part: 


(a) "the wounded and the sick" means persons, whether military or civilian, who are in 
need of medical assistance and care and who refrain from any act of hostility. The term 
includes inter alia: the wounded, the sick, the shipwrecked, the infirm, . as well as expectant 
mothers, maternity cases and new-born babies; 

(b) "shipwrecked persons" means persons, whether military or civilian, who are in peril 
at sea as a result of the destruction, loss or disablement of the vessel or aircraft in which 
they were travelling and who refrain from any act of hostility; 

(c) "medical unit" means medical establishments and units, whether military or civilian, 
especially all installations of a medical nature, such as hospitals, blood transfusion centres 
and their medical and pharmaceutical stores. Medical units may be fixed or mobile, 
permanent or temporary. Permanent units are those assigned exclusively and for an 
indeterminate period to medical purposes. Temporary medical units are those assigned 
exclusively but for one or more limited periods to medical purposes; 

(d) 	"medical personnel" means: 

1. 	 military medical personnel as defined in the First and Second Conventions, 
including medical transport crews; 

11. 	 civilian medical personnel; including members of the crews of means of medical 
transports, whether permanent or temporary, duly recognized or authorized by 
the State and engaged exclusively in the operation or administration of medical 
units and means of medical transport, that is to say personnel assigned to the 
search for, removal, treatment or transport of the wounded and the sick; 

iii. the medical personnel 	of civil defence organizations referred to in Article 54, 
and the medical personnel of the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun) Societies; 

(e) "distinctive emblem" means the distinctive emblem of the red cross (red crescent, 
red lion and sun) on a white background. 

(j) "distinctive signal" means any signalling and identification system for medical units 
and means of transport as envisaged in Chapter III of the Annex. 

Article 9. - Field ofapplication 

1. The present Part shall apply, without distinction on grounds of nationality, to all the 
wounded, the sick and the shipwrecked of the armed forces and of the civilian 
popUlation on the territory of the Parties to the conflict and to all military and civilian 
medical personnel, units and means of transport on such territory. 

2. The provisions of Article 27 of the First Convention apply to permanent medical 
units and means of transport and their medical personnel lent for humanitarian purposes to 
a Party to a conflict by a State which is not a Party to the conflict or ty a society 
recognized by such a State. 
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3. The provisions of Article 27 of the First Convention also apply to medical units and 
means of transport and their medical personnel lent for humanitarian purposes by an 
organization of an international character, provided the said organization fulfils the 
requirements imposed on the government of a State which is not a party to the conflict 
under the terms of the aforesaid Article 27. 

Article 10. - Protection and care 

1. The wounded and the sick shall be respected and protected. 

2. In all circumstances they shall be treated humanely and shall receive with the least 
possible delay and without any adverse distinction the medical care necessitated by their 
condition. 

Article 11. - Protection ofpersons 

1. All unjustified acts or omissions, harmful to the health or to the physical or mental 
well-being of the persons protected by the Conventions or by the present Protocol pursuant 
to Article 2 (c), and especially of persons who have fallen into the hands of the adverse Party, 
or who are interned, detained or deprived of liberty as a result of hostilities, shall be 
prohibited. This prohibition applies even if the individual in question gives his consent to 
such act. 

2. It accordingly is prohibited to carry out on such persons physical mutilations or 
medical or scientific experiments, including grafts and organ transplants, which are not 
justified by the medical, dental or hospital treatment of the persons concerned and are not 
in their interest. 

Article 12. - Medical units 

1. Permanent medical units shall at all times be respected and protected; they shall 
never be the object of attack. Temporary medical units shall be respected and protected 
during their assignment to medical duties. 

2. In order to benefit from the special protection provided for in paragraph 1 above, 
civilian medical units shall either belong to the State or be recognized or authorized by the 
competent authority thereof. 

3. The Parties to the conflict are urged to make known to each other the location of 
fixed medical units. 

4. The Parties to the conflict shall ensure that medical units, insofar as is possible, are 

situated in such a manner that attacks against military objectives cannot imperil their safety. 

Under no circumstances shall they be used in an attempt to protect military objectives from 

attack. 


Article 13. - Discontinuance ofprotection of civilian medical units 

1. The protection to which civilian medical units are entitled shall not cease unless they 
are used to commit, outside their humanitarian function, acts harmful to the enemy. 
Protection may, however, cease only after a warning has been given setting, whenever 
appropriate, a reasonable time limit, and after such warning has remained unheeded. 

2. The following shall not be considered as harmful acts: 

(a) the fact that members of the armed forces are receiving medical treatment in such 
medical units; 

(b) the presence in the medical unit of small arms and ammunition which have been 
taken from the sick and the wounded and not yet handed over to the competent services; 

(c) the fact that the medical unit is guarded by an armed picket, sentries, or escort 
responsible for keeping order. 

Article 14. - Requisition 

1. An Occupying Power may requisition civilian medical units, their equipment, their 
material and the services of their personnel only temporarily and in case of urgent necessity, 
and solely for the purpose of providing medical care for sick and wounded members of the 
armed forces and of the occupation administration. 
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2. The Occupying Power shall ensure that arrangements are made for the care and 
treatment of the civilian patients of these units and shall take into account the civilian 
population's need for medical treatment. 

Article 15. - Civilian medical and religious personnel 

1. Civilian medical personnel shall be respected and protected. 

2. Temporary civilian medical personnel shall be respected and protected for the 
duration of their medical mission. 

3. All possible help shall be afforded medical personnel in the combat zone. 

4. The Occupying Power shall afford civilian medical personnel in the occupied 
territories every assistance to enable such personnel to perform their medical functions to 
the best of their ability. The Occupying Power may not require that in the performance of 
those functions such personnel give priority to the treatment of nationals of that Power. 
Under no circumstances shall such personnel be compelled to carry out tasks unrelated to 
their mission. 

5. Civilian medical personnel shall have access to any place where their services are 
essential, subject to such supervisory and safety measures as the Party to the conflict may 
judge necessary. 

6. Chaplains and other persons performing similar functions who are permanently 
attached to civilian medical units shall be respected and protected. The provisions of the 
Conventions and of the present Protocol concerning the protection and identification of 
permanent medical personnel shall apply equally to such persons. 

Article 16. - General protection of medical duties 

1. In no circumstances shall any person be punished for carrying out medical activities 
compatible with professional ethics, regardless of the person benefiting therefrom. 

2. Persons engaged in medical activities shall not be compelled to perform acts or to 
carry out work contrary to rules of professional ethics or to abstain from acts required by 
such rules. 

3. No person engaged in medical activities may be compelled to give to any authority 
of the adverse Party information concerning the sick and the wounded under his care 
should such information be likely to prove harmful to the persons concerned or to their 
families. Compulsory medical regulations for the notification of communicable diseases shall 
however be respected. 

Article 17. - Role of the civilian population 

1. The civilian population shall respect the wounded and the sick, even if they belong 
to the adverse Party, and shall commit no act of violence against them. 

2. Relief societies and the civilian population shall be permitted, even in invaded or 
occupied areas, spontaneously to offer shelter, care and assistance to such wounded and 
such sick persons. 

3. No one shall be molested, prosecuted or convicted for having given shelter, care or 
assistance to sick or wounded persons, even if they belong to the adverse Party. 

4. The Parties to the conflict may appeal to the charity of the civilian population or of 
relief societies to offer, under their supervision, voluntary shelter, care and assistance to the 
sick and the wounded and shall, in such case, grant protection and the necessary facilities 
to those who respond to their appeal. If the adverse Party gains or regains control of the 
area, that Party also shall afford the same protection and facilities. 

5. Parties to the conflict may appeal to the charity of commanders of civilian ships and 
craft to take aboard and care for the wounded, the sick and the shipwrecked, and to collect 
the dead. Ships and craft responding to such appeals and those spontaneously giving shelter 
to such casualties shall be granted special protection and facilities for the discharge of their 
mission of assistance. 

Article 18. - Identification 

1. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to ensure the identification of medical person
nel, units and means of transport. 
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2. The Higll Contracting Parties shall provide civilian medical personnel, units and 
permanent means of transport with a document attesting to their medical nature. 

3. With the assent of the competent authority, medical personnel, units and means of 
transport shall be marked by the distinctive emblem. 

4. Besides the distinctive emblem, the Parties to the conflict may authorize the use of 
distinctive signals to signalize medical units and means of transport. In case of an 
emergency, temporary means of medical transport may be signalized by such signals without 
being marked with the distinctive emblem. 

5. The application of the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 4 of the present article is 
governed by Chapters I to III of the Annex. The signals mentioned in Chapter III of this 
Annex shall be used solely to identify medical units and means of transport and shall in no 
case be used for purposes other than those envisaged by the present Protocol. 

6. The provisions of the Conventions relating to supervision of the use of the 
distinctive emblem and to the prevention and repression of any misuse thereof shall be 
applicable to distinctive signals. 

Article 19. - States not parties to a conflict 

States not parties to a conflict shall by analogy apply the prOVlSlons of the present 
Protocol to the wounded, the sick and the shipwrecked and to civilian medical and religious 
personnel belonging to the Parties to the conflict who may be received or interned on their 
territory, and to any dead collected. 

Article 20. - Prohibition of reprisals 

Measures of reprisals against the wounded, the sick and the shipwrecked, as well as 
against the medical personnel, units or means of transport mentioned in this Part, are 
prohibited. 

SECTION II 

MEDICAL TRANSPORTS 

Chapter I 

Joint provisions 

Article 21. - Definitions 

For the purposes of this Part: 

(a) "medical transport" means the transport by land, sea or air of the wounded, the 
sick and the shipwrecked and of the medical personnel and equipment protected by the 
Conventions and the present Protocol; 

(b) "means of medical transport" means any means of transport, be it military or 
civilian, permanent or temporary, assigned exclusively to medical transport, under the 
control of a competent authority of a Party to the conflict. Permanent means of medical 
transport are those which are assigned for an indeterminate period to medical transport. 
Temporary means of medical transport are those which are assigned to one or more medical 
transport operations and shall be considered as such throughout the said assignment; 

(c) "medical ships and craft" means any means of medical transport by sea, including 
hospital ships, lifeboats of all kinds and small medical service craft whether civilian or 
military; 

(d) " medical vehicle" means any mean~ of medical transport oy land: 

(e) "medical aircraft ,. means any me:,r;s .;t'm.::cical tfanspc·!·~ by air. 
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Article 22. - Search for wounded 

Subject to Article 29, means of medical transport may be used to search for and 
evacuate the wounded, the sick and the shipwrecked. 

Article 23. - Application 

1. Subject to paragraph 4, military and civilian medical ships and craft on sea routes 
are protected by the Second Geneva Convention and by the relevant provisions of the 
present Protocol. 

2. Subject to paragraph 4, military and civilian medical ships and craft on inland 
waterways are protected by the First and Fourth Geneva Conventions and by the relevant 
provisions of the present Protocol. 

3. Amphibious means of medical transport are subject to the provisions relating to their 
use at a given time. 

4. Articles 22, 24 and 25 of the Second Geneva Convention apply exclusively to civilian 
and military hospital ships. 

Article 24. - Protection 

1. Means of medical transport, whether alone or in convoy, shall be respected and 
protected. 

2. Articles 12 and 13 apply, by analogy, to means of medical transport, subject, in the 
case of medical aircraft, to Articles 27, 28, 29 and 32. 

3. The following acts shall not be considered as harmful: 

(a) the carrying on board military or civilian means of medical transport of equipment 
to be used solely for such transmissions as may be necessary to movement or navigation; 

(b) the carrying on board military means of medical transport of armed military medical 
personnel who use such arms for their own protection and for that of the wounded and the 
sick being conveyed. 

Article 25. - Notification 

1. Parties to the conflict utilizing means of medical transport may give due notification 
to adverse Parties of characteristics facilitating the identification of these means. Such 
notification, for which no particular form is specified, shall indicate, inter alia, the means of 
identification to be used. The adverse Party shall acknowledge receipt of that information. 

2. Notification of hospital ships shall be made in conformity with Article 22 of the 
Second Convention. 

Chapter II 

Medical air transport 

Article 26. - Sectors controlled by national and alliedforces 

Subject to Article 27, the medical aircraft of a Party to the conflict may fly over areas 
of land or sea controlled by itself or by its allies, without the prior agreement of the 
adverse Party. However, for greater safety, a Party to the conflict so using its medical 
aircraft may inform the adverse Party or its allies of such flights. 

Article 27. - Contact zone 

1. In any parts of a land or sea contact zone effectively controlled by national or allied 
troops, and in those areas the control of which is not clearly established, the only guarantee of 
protection for medical aircraft is an agreement reached between the local military authorities 
of the Parties to the conflict. No particular form of such agreement is prescribed. 
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2. In the absence of such an agreement, the Parties to the conflict shall respect medical 
aircraft as soon as they have been identified. 

Article 28. - Sectors controlled by enemy forces 

The medical aircraft of a Party to the conflict shall continue to benefit from protection 
while flying over land or sea areas effectively controlled by an opposing Party or its allies 
provided that it has previously obtained agreement to such flights from the competent 
authority of the adverse Party concerned. 

Article 29. - Restrictions 

When carrying out the flights referred to in Articles 27 and 28, medical aircraft may 
not, unless previously so agreed with the adverse Party or its allies, be used to explore areas 
of land and sea in order to search for the wounded and the sick. Furthermore, they may 
carry no photographic equipment. 

Article 30. - Agreements and notifications 

The agreements and notifications provided for in Articles 26, 27, 28 and 29 shall 'make 
specific mention of the number of medical aircraft, their flight altitude and the means of 
identification that they will be using. 

Article 31. - Landing 

1. Medical aircraft flying over land and water under the control of an adverse Party, 
_may be ordered to land, or alight on water, as appropriate, in order to permit inspection 
and verification of the character of the aircraft. Medical aircraft shall obey every such 
order. 

2. In the event of an alighting, on land or water, ordered, forced or resulting from 
fortuitous circumstances, an aircraft may be subject to inspection to determine whether it is 
a medical aircraft within the meaning of Article 21. If inspection discloses that it is not a 
medical aircraft within the meaning of the said article, if it is in violation of the conditions 
prescribed in Article 24 or if it has flown without prior agreement, it may be seized; the 
medical personnel and the passengers shall be treated in conformity with the Conventions 
and this Protocol. Such seized aircraft as are designed to serve as permanent medical 
aircraft may be used thereafter only as medical aircraft. 

3. If the inspection discloses that the aircraft is a medical aircraft within the meaning 
of Article 21 (e), the aircraft and its occupants shall be authorized to continue their flight. 

4. Inspection shall be conducted expeditiously in order not unduly to delay any medical 

treatment. 


Article 32. - States not parties to the conflict 

1. Except by prior agreement, medical aircraft shall not fly over or land on the 
territory of a State not party to the conflict. However, with such an agreement they shall be 
respected throughout their flight and also for the duration of any calls in the territory. 
Nevertheless they shall obey any summons to land or to alight on water as appropriate. 

2. Should a medical aircraft, in the absence of an agreement, be forced because of 
urgent necessity to fly over or alight on land or water in the territory of a State not party 
to the conflict, the medical aircraft shall make every effort to give notice of the flight and 
to identify itself. The State not party to the conflict shall, so far as possible, respect such 
aircraft. 

3. In the event of alighting on land or on water, in the territory of a State not party 
to the conflict, whether forced or in compliance with a summons, the aircraft, with its 
occupants, may resume its flight after examination, if any. 
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4. The wounded and the sick disembarked from a medical aircraft with the consent of 
the local authorities on the territory of a State not party to the conflict shall, unless agreed 
otherwise between that State and the Parties to the conflict, be detained by that State where 
so required by international law, in such a manner that they cannot again take part in the 
hostilities. The cost of hospital treatment and internment shall be borne by the Power to 
which those persons belong. 

5. The States not parties to the conflict shall apply any conditions and restrictions on 
the passage. or landing of medical aircraft on their territory equally to all Parties to the 
conflict. 
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PARTll 

METHODS AND MEANS OF COMBAT 

PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

SECTION I 

METHODS AND MEANS OF COMBAT 

Article 33. - Prohibition of unnecessary injury 

1. The right of Parties to the conflict and of members of their armed forces to adopt 
methods and means of combat is not unlimited. 

2. It is forbidden to employ weapons, projectiles, substances, methods and means which 
uselessly aggravate the sufferings of disabled adversaries or render their death inevitable in all 
circumstances. 

Article 34. - New weapons 

In the study and development of new weapons or methods of warfare, the High 
Contracting Parties shall determine whether their use will cause unnecessary injury. 

Article 35. - Prohibition ofperfidy 

1. It is forbidden to kill, injure or capture an adversary by resort to perfidy. Acts 
inviting the confidence of the adversary with intent to betray that confidence are deemed to 
constitute perfidy. Such acts, when carried out in order to commit or resume hostilities, 
include the following: 

(a) the feigning of a situation of distress, notably through the misuse of an 
internationally recognized protective sign; 

(b) the feigning of a cease-fire, of a humanitarian negotiation or of a surrender; 

(c) the disguising of combatants in civilian clothing. 

2. On the other hand, those acts which, without inviting the confidence of the 
adversary, are intended to mislead him or to induce him to act recklessly, such as 
camouflage, traps, mock operations and misinformation, are ruses of war and are lawful. 

Article 36. - Recognized signs 

1. It is forbidden to make use of the protective sign of the red cross (red crescent, red 
lion and sun) and of the protective emblem of cultural property in cases other than those 
provided for in international agreements establishing those signs and in the present Protocol. 
The same prohibition applies to the use of oblique red bands on a white ground and of the inter
national distinctive sign of Civil Defence referred to in Part IV, as well as to that of protective 
signals referred to in Article 18. 

2. It is forbidden to make improper use of the flag of truce. 

3. It is forbidden to make use of the distinctive sign of the United Nations except as 
authorized by that Organization. 

Article 37. - Emblems ofnationality 

It is forbidden to make use of the enemy or neutral flags, military insignia and uniforms in 
order to shield, favour or impede military operations. 
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Article 38. - Safeguard of an enemy hors de combat and giving quarter 

1. It is forbidden to kill, injure, ill-treat or torture an enemy hors de combat. An enemy 
hors de combat is one who, having laid down his arms, no longer has any means of defence 
or has surrendered. These conditions are considered to have been fulfilled, in particular, in 
the case of an adversary who: 

(a) is unable to express himself, or 

(b) has surrendered or has clearly expressed an intention to surrender 

(c) and abstains from any hostile act and does not attempt to escape. 

2. Any Party to the conflict is free to send back to the adverse Party those combatants 
it does not wish to hold as prisoners, after ensuring that they are in a fit state to make the 
jo~rney without any danger to their safety. 

3. It is forbidden to order that there shall be no survivors, to threaten an adversary 
therewith and to conduct hostilities on such basis. 

Article 39. - Aircraft occupants 

1. The occupants of aircraft in distress shall never be attacked when they are obviously 
hors de combat, whether or not they have abandoned the aircraft in distress. An aircraft is 
not considered to be in distress solely on account of the fact that its means of combat are 
out of commission. 

2. The use of misleading signals and messages of distress is forbidden. 

Article 40. - Independent missions 

1. Members of armed forces in uniform and other combatants referred to in Article 4 
of the Third Convention, as well as those combatants referred to in Article 42 who, in their 
operations, distinguish themselves from the civilian popUlation and who, having entered 
enemy-controlled territory or having remained therein, gather or attempt to gather military 
information for further transmission shall not be considered as spies. 

2. Members of armed forces in uniform and other combatants referred to in Article 4 
of the Third Convention, as well as those combatants referred to in Article 42 who, in their 
operations, distinguish themselves from the civilian population and who, having entered 
enemy-controlled territory or having remained therein, destroy or attempt to destroy military 
objectives shall not be considered as saboteurs. 

3. In the event of their capture, the persons referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 above 
shall be prisoners of war. 

Article 41. - Organization and discipline 

Armed forces, including the armed forces of resistance movements covered by Article 
42, shall be organized and subject to an appropriate internal disciplinary system. Such 
disciplinary system shall enforce respect for the present rules and for the other rules of 
international law applicable in armed conflicts. 

SECTION II 

PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

Article 42. - New category ofprisoners of war 

1. In addition to the persons mentioned in Article 4 of the Third Convention, members 
of organized resistance movements who have fallen into the hands of the enemy are 
prisoners of war provided such movements belong to a Party to the conflict, even if that 
Party is represented by a government or an authority not recognized by the Detaining 
Power, and provided that such movements fulfil the following conditions~ 
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(a) that they are under a command responsible to a Party to the conflict for its 
subordinates; 

(b) that they distinguish themselves from the civilian population in military operations; 

(c) that they conduct their military operations in accordance with the Conventions and 
the present Protocol. 

2. Non-fulfilment of the aforementioned conditions by individual members of the 
resistance movement shall not deprive other members of the movement of the status of 
prisoners of war. Members of a resistance movement who violate the Conventions and the 
present Protocol shall, if prosecuted, enjoy the judicial guarantees provided by the Third 
Convention and, even if sentenced, retain the status of prisoners of war.* 

* Note 
If, as many Governments wished, the Diplomatic Conference should decide to mention in the present Protocol 

members of movements of armed struggle for self-determination, a solution would be to include in this Article a 
third paragraph worded as follows: 

"3. In cases of armed struggle where peoples exercise their right to self-determination as 
guaranteed by the United Nations Charter and the" Declaration on Principles of International 
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations ", members of organized liberation movements who comply 
with the aforementioned conditions shall be treated as prisoners of war for as long as they are 
detained ". 
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PART IV 

CIVILIAN POPULATION 

SECTION I 

GENERAL PROTECTION AGAINST EFFECTS OF HOSTILITIES 

Chapter I 

Basic rule and field of application 

Article 43. - Basic rule 

In order to ensure respect for the civilian population, the Parties to the conflict shall 
confine their operations to the destruction or weakening of the military resources of the 
adversary and shall make a distinction between the civilian population and combatants, and 
between civilian objects and military objectives. 

Article 44. - Field ofapplication 

1. The provisions contained in the present Section apply to any land, air or sea warfare 
which may affect the civilian population, individual civilians and civilian objects on land. 

2. These provisions apply to acts of violence committed against the' adversary, whether 
in defence or offence. Such acts are referred to hereafter as " attacks ". 

3. These provisions are complementary to such other international rules relating to the 
protection of civilians and civilian objects against effects resulting from hostilities as may 
be binding upon the High Contracting Parties, in particular to Part II of the Fourth 
Convention. 

Chapter II 

Civilians and civilian population 

Article 45. - Definition of civilians and civilian population 

1. Any person who does not belong to one of the categories of armed forces referred 
to in Article 4 (A) (1), (2), (3) and (6) of the Third Convention and in Article 42 is considered 
to be a civilian. 

2. The civilian population comprises all persons who are civilians. 

3. The presence, within the civilian population, of individuals who do not fall within 
the definition of civilians does not deprive the population of its civilian character. 

4. In case of doubt as to whether any person is a civilian, he or she shall be presumed 
to be so. 
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Article 46. - Protection of the civilian population 

1. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be made the 
object of attack. In particular, methods intended to spread terror among the civilian population 
are prohibited. 

2. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Article unless and for such time 
they take a direct part in hostilities. 

3. The employment of means of combat, and any methods which strike or affect 
indiscriminately the civilian population and combatants, or civilian objects and military 
objectives, are prohibited. In particular it is forbidden: 

(a) to attack without distinction, as one single objective, by bombardment or any other 
method, a zone containing several military objectives, which are situated in populated areas, 
and are at some distance from each other; 

(b) to launch attacks which may be expected to entail incidental losses among the 
civilian population and cause the destruction of civilian objects to an extent disproportionate 
to the direct and substantial military advantage anticipated. 

4. Attacks against the civilian population or civilians by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

5. The presence or movements of the civilian population or individual civilians shall not 
be used for military purposes, in particular in attempts to shield military objectives from 
attacks or to shield, favour or impede military operations. If a Party to the conflict, in 
violation of the foregoing provision, uses civilians with the aim of shielding military 
objectives from attack, the other Party to the conflict shall take the precautionary measures 
provided for in Article 50. 

Chapter ill 

Civilian objects 

Article 47. - General protection of civilian objects 

1. Attacks shall be strictly limited to military objectives, namely, to those objectives 
which are, by their nature, purpose or use, recognized to be of military interest and whose 
total or partial destruction, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a distinct and 
substantial military advantage. 

2. Consequently, objects designed for civilian use, such as houses, dwellings, installa
tions and means of transport, and all objects which are not military objectives, shall not be 
made the object of attack, except if they are used mainly in support of the military effort. 

Article 48. - Objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

It is forbidden to attack or destroy objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian 
population, namely, foodstuffs and food-producing areas, crops, livestock, drinking water 
supplies and irrigation works, whether it is to starve out civilians, to cause them to move away 
or for any other reason. These objects shall not be made the object of reprisals. 

Article 49. - Works and installations containing dangerous forces 

1. It is forbidden to attack or destroy works or installations containing dangerous 
forces, namely, dams, dykes and nuclear generating stations. These objects shall not be made 
the object of reprisals. 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid locating any military objectives 
in the immediate vicinity of the objects mentioned in paragraph 1. 

3. In order to facilitate their identification, the Parties to the conflict may mark works 
and installations containing dangerous forces with a special sign consisting of two oblique red 
bands on a white ground. Absence of such marking in no way relieves a Party from its 
obligations under paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article. 
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Chapter IV 


Precautionary measures 


Article 50. - Precautions in attack 

1. Constant care shall be taken, when conducting military operations, to spare the 
civilian population, civilians and civilian objects. In the planning, deciding or launching of 
an attack the following precautions shall be taken: 

(a) Proposal I Proposal II 
those who plan or decide upon an attack those who plan or decide upon an attack 

shall ensure that the objectives to be shall take all reasonable steps to ensure ... 
attacked are duly identified as military 
objectives within the meaning of para
graph 1 of Article 47 and may be attacked 
without incidental losses in civilian lives 
and damage to civilian objects in their 
vicinity being caused or that· at all events 
those losses or damage are not dispropor
tionate to the direct and substantial mili
tary advantage anticipated; 

(b) those who launch an attack shall, if possible, cancel or suspend it if it becomes 
apparent that the objective is not a military one or that incidental losses in civilian lives 
and damage to civilian objects would be disproportionate to the direct and substantial 
advantage anticipated; 

(c) whenever circumstances so permit, advance warning shall be given of attacks which 
may affect the civilian population. Such warnings do not, however, in any way limit the 
scope of the obligations laid down in the preceding paragraphs. 

2. All necessary precautions shall be taken in the choice of weapons and methods of 
attack so as not to cause losses in civilian lives and damage to civilian objects in the 
immediate vicinity of military objectives to be attacked. 

3. When a choice is possible between several objectives, for obtaining a similar military 
advantage, the objective to be selected shall be that which will occasion the least danger to 
civilian lives and to civilim objects. 

Article 51. - Precautions against the effects of attacks 

1. The Parties to the conflict shall, to the maximum extent feasible, take the necessary 
precautions to protect the civilian popUlation, individual civilians and civilian objects under 
their authority against the dangers resulting from military operations. 

2. They shall endeavour to remove them from the proximity of military objectives, 
subject to Article 49 of the Fourth Convention, or to avoid that any military objectives be 
kept within or near densely populated areas. 

Chapter V 

Localities under special protection 

Article 52. - Non-defended localities 

1. It is forbidden for the Parties to the conflict to attack, by any means whatsoever, non
defended localities. 

2. To facilitate the observance of this rule, the Parties to the conflict may declare as a 
non-defended locality any inhabited place near or in a zone where armed forces are in 
contact. Armed forces and all other combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile 
military equipment, must have been evacuated from that locality; no hostile use shall be 
made of fixed military installations or establishments; no acts of warfare shall be committed 
by the authorities or the population. 
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3. Except where a Party to the conflict replies to such a declaration addressed to it by 
an express refusal, it is presumed as having accepted to abide by it. 

4. The Parties to the conflict may also agree on the creation of non-defended localities. 
Such an agreement may be concluded either directly, or through a Protecting Power or any 
impartial humanitarian body. The agreement shall demarcate the non-defended locality and, 
should the need arise, lay down the methods of supervision. 

S. The presence, in these localities, of military medical personnel, civil defence 
personnel, civilian police forces, wounded and sick military personnel, as well as military 
chaplains, is not contrary to the conditions stipulated in paragraph 2. 

6. The Party in whose power these localities lie shall mark them, so fa;: as possible, by 
means of signs consisting of two oblique red bands on a white ground displayed where they are 
clearly visible, especially on their perimeter and on highways. 

7. A locality will lose its status of non-defended locality if it no longer -fulfils the 
conditions stipulated in paragraph 2 or when it is occupied militarily. 

Article 53. - Neutralized localities 

1. It is forbidden for the Parties to the conflict to extend their military operations to 
localities on which they have conferred by agreement the status of neutralized localities. 

2. This shall be an express agreement, which may be concluded verbally or in wl,"iting, 
either directly or through a Protecting Power or any impartial humanitarian body, and may 
consist of reciprocal and concordant declarations. It shall demarcate the neutralized locality 
and lay down the methods of supervision. 

3. The subject of such an agreement may be any inhabited place situated outside a 
zone where armed forces are in contact. Armed forces and all other combatants, as well as 
mobile weapons and mobile military equipment, must have been evacuated from that 
locality; no hostile use shall be made of fixed military installations or establishments; no 
acts Of warfare shall be committed by the authorities or the population; any activity linked 
to the military effort must have ceased. 

4. Tlie presence, in these localities, of military medical personnel, civil defence 
personnel, civilian police forces, wounded and sick military personnel, as well as military 
chaplains, is not contrary to the conditions stipulated in paragraph 3. 

S. The Party in whose power these localities lie shall mark them by means of signs 
consisting of two oblique red bands on a white ground displayed where they are clearly visible, 
especially on their perimeter and on highways. 

6. If the fighting draws nearer to a neutralized locality, none of the Parties to the 
conflict may effect a military occupation of such a locality or unilaterally repeal its status. 

7. If one of the Parties to the conflict commits a violation of the provisions of 
paragraphs 3 or 6, the other Party shall be released from the obligations incumbent upon it 
under the agreement conferring upon a place the status of a neutralized locality. 

Chapter VI 

Civil Defence 

Article 54. - Definition 

Civil defence, for the purpose of the present Chapter, covers humanitarian tasks 
intended to safeguard the civilian population against the effects arising from hostilities or 
disasters, to ensure its survival and to provide the conditions necessary for its existence. 
Civil defence includes, inter alia: 

(a) rescue, first-aid, conveyance of wounded, fire-fighting; 

(b) safeguard of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population; 

(c) provision of emergency material and social assistance to the civilian population; 

(d) emergency repair of public services indispensable to the civilian popUlation; 
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(e) maintenance of public order in disaster areas; 
(f) preventive measures, such as warning the civilian population, evacuation, provision of 

shelters; 
(g) detection and marking of danger areas. 

Article 55. - Zones of military operations 

1. In zones of military operations, the civilian bodies which are established or 
recognized by their governments and are assigned to the discharge of the tasks mentioned in 
Article 54 shaIl be respected and protected. Their personnel shall not be intentionaIly 
attacked. Except in case of imperative military necessity, Parties to a conflict shall permit 
them freely to discharge their tasks. 

2. Civilians who,although not members of the civil defence bodies mentioned in 
paragraph 1, respond to an appeal from the authorities and carry out civil defence tasks 
under the control of those authorities shall likewise be respected and protected during the 
performance of those tasks. * 

3. Buildings, materiel and means of transport used by the civil defence shall not be 
intentionaIIy attacked or destroyed. 

Article 56. - Occupied territories 

1. In occupied territories, the civilian bodies assigned to the discharge Of the tasks 
mentioned in Article 54 shall receive every facility from the authorities for the discharge 
thereof. In no circumstance shaII their personnel be compelled to perform activities 
unconnected with their functions. The Occupying Power shall not change the structure or 
personnel of such bodies in any way which might jeopardize the efficient discharge of their 
mission. It shall not demand that the civil defence bodies give the nationals of the 
Occupying Power priority. 

2. The Occupying Power shall not divert buildings, materiel and means of transport 
belonging to civil defence bodies from their assignment. . 

Article 57. - Civil defence bodies of States not parties to a conflict and international bodies 

1. The protection conferred by the present Chapter applies also to the personnel, 
materiel and means of transport of civil defence bodies of ' States not parties to a conflict 
and which carry out civil defence activities on the territory of, with the agreement of, and under 
the control of a Party to the conflict after notification to the adverse Party. In no circumstance 
shaIl such activities be deemed to be interference in the conflict. 

2. The personnel, materiel and means of transport of international civil defence bodies 
engaged in civil defence activities on the territory of a Party to a conflict under the 
conditions mentioned in the preceding paragraph shaIl also be respected and protected. 

Article 58. - Cessation ofprotection 

1. The protection due to persons, buildings, materiel and means of transport engaged in 

civil defence tasks shaIl not cease unless they are used to commit, outside those duties, acts 

harmful to the enemy. Protection may, however, cease only after a warning, specifying in all 

appropriate cases a reasonable time limit, has remained unheeded. 


2. The fact that civil defence personnel: 
(a) receive instructions from military authorities, 
(b) co-operate in the discharge of their tasks with military personnel, 
(c) bear smaIl-arms for the purpose of maintaining order in a stricken area or for self

defence, 
(d) carry out their tasks for the benefit of military victims, shall not be considered to be 

harmful to the enemy . 

... Note 
Some experts consulted by the ICRC recommended adding here the following paragraph: 

" Personnel of military units assigned exclusively to civil defence tasks shaIl not be intention
ally attacked provided they display the international distinctive sign of civil defence specified 
in Article 59 below, and bear only small-arms. If they faIl into the power of the enemy they shall 
be considered to be prisoners of war." 
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3. Similarly, the organization of civil defence bodies along military lines, and 
compulsory service in them, shall not deprive them of the protection conferred by the 
present Chapter. 

Article 59. - Identification 

1. Each Party to a conflict shall endeavour to ensure that personnel, buildings, materiel 
and means of transport engaged in civil defence tasks are identifiable. 

2. The High Contracting Parties shall issue for permanent civil defence personnel and 
means of transport permanently assigned to civil defence tasks a document attesting to their 
character. 

3. Personnel, buildings, materiel and means of transport engaged in civil defence tasks 
shall, with the consent of the competent authority, display the international distinctive sign 
of civil defence. 

4. The international distinctive sign of civil defence is: 

Proposal I Proposal II 
An equilateral light blue triangle on a Two or, in case of need, more vertical 

light orange background. light blue stripes on a light orange back
ground. 

5. In addition to the distinctive sign, Parties to a conflict may authorize the use of 
distinctive signals to signalize civil defence buildings and means of transport. 

6. The implementation of the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 5 of this article is governed 
by Chapter IV of the Annex. 

7. Temporary personnel, buildings, materiel and means of transport temporarily engaged 
in an emergency relief action may display the international distinctive sign of civil defence 
only for the duration of their assignment. 

8. The identification of civil defence medical services is governed by Article 18. 

9. The High Contracting Parties shall take the measures necessary to supervise the 
display of the distinctive sign and to prevent and repress abuse thereof. 

SECTION II 

RELIEF IN FAVOUR OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION 

Article 60. - Field of application 

The provisions contained in the present Section are complementary to such 
international rules concerning relief as may be binding upon the High Contracting Parties, 
in particular to Article 23 of the Fourth Convention. They apply to the civilian population 
as defined in Article 45. 

Article 61. - Supplies 

To the fullest extent possible and without any adverse distinction, the Parties to the 
conflict shall ensure the provision of foodstuffs, clothing, medical and hospital stores and means 
of shelter for the civilian population. 

Article 62. - Reliefactions 

1. If the civilian population is inadequately supplied, in particular, with foodstuffs, clothing, 
medical and hospital stores and means of shelter, the Parties to the conflict shall agree to and 
facilitate those relief actions which are exclusively humanitarian and impartial in character 
and conducted without any adverse distinction. Relief actions fulfilling the above conditions 
shall not be regarded as interference in the armed conflict. 

2. The Parties to the conflict and any High Contracting Party through whose territory 
supplies must pass shall grant free passage when relief actions are carried out in accordance 
with the conditions stated in paragraph 1. 
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3. When prescribing the technical methods relating to assistance or transit, the Parties 
to the conflict and any High Contracting Party shall endeavour to facilitate and accelerate 
the entry, transport, distribution or passage of relief. 

4. The Parties to the conflict and any High Contracting Party may set as condition 
that the entry, transport, distribution or passage of relief be executed under the supervision 
of a Protecting Power or of an impartial humanitarian body. 

5. The Parties to the conflict and any High Contracting Party shall in no way 
whatsoever divert relief consignments from the purpose for which they are intended or delay 
the forwarding of such consignments. 

SECTION III 


TREATMENT OF PERSONS IN THE POWER 

OF A PARTY TO THE CONFLICT 


Chapter I 


Field of application and protection 

of persons and objects 


Article 63. - Field ofapplication 

The provisions contained in the present Section are complementary to such international 
rules concerning the protection of civilians and civilian objects in the power of a Party to 
the conflict as may be binding upon the High Contracting Parties, in particular to Parts I 
and III of the Fourth Convention. 

Article 64. - Refugees and stateless persons 

Persons who, before the beginning of hostilities, were considered as being stateless 
persons, or refugees under the relevant international instruments or the national legislation of 
the State of refuge or State of residence, shall be recognized as being protected persons 
within the meaning of Parts I and III of the Fourth Convention, in all circumstances and 
without any adverse distinction. 

Article 65. - Fundamental guarantees 

1. Persons who would not receive more favourable treatment under the Conventions or 
the present Protocol, namely, nationals of States not bound by the Conventions and the 
Parties' own nationals shall, in all circumstances, be treated humanely by the Party in 
whose power they may be and without any adverse distinction. The present article also 
applies to persons who are in situations under Article 5 of the Fourth Convention. All these 
persons shall enjoy at least the provisions laid down in the following paragraphs. 

2. The following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place 
whatsoever, whether committed by civilian or military agents: 

(a) violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of persons, in particular 
murder, torture, corporal punishment and mutilation; 

(b) physical or moral coercion, in particular to obtain information; 

(c) medical or scientific experiments, including the removal or transplant of organs, not 
justified by the medical treatment and not carried out in the patients' own interest; 

(d) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment; 

(e) taking of hostages; 

(f) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts. 
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3. No sentence may be passed or penalty executed on a person found guilty of an offence 
related to a situation referred to in Article 2 common to the Conventions except in 
pursuance of a previous judgment pronounced by an impartial and properly constituted 
court, affording the following essential judicial guarantees: 

(a) no person may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed; 
collective penalties are prohibited; 

(b) no person may be prosecuted or punished for an offence in respect of which a final 
judgment has been previously passed, acquitting or convicting that person; 

(c) everyone charged with an offence is presumed to be innocent until proved guilty 
according to law; 

(d) no person may be sentenced except in pursuance of those provisions of law which 
were in force at the time the offence was committed, subject to later more favourable 
provisions. 

4. Women whose liberty has been restricted shall be held in quarters separated from 
men's quarters. They shall be under the immediate supervision of women. This does not apply 
to those cases where members of the same family are together in the same place of internment. 

5. The persons mentioned in paragraph 1, detained by reason of a situation referred to 
in Article 2 common to the Conventions and who are released, repatriated or established 
after the general cessation of hostilities, shall enjoy, in the meantime, the protection of the present 
article. . 

Article 66. - Objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

It is prohibited to destroy, render useless or remove objects indispensable to the 
survival of the civilian population, namely, foodstuffs, food-producing areas, crops, livestock, 
drinking water supplies and irrigation works, whether to starve out civilians, cause them to 
move away or for any other reason. They shall not be the object of reprisals. 

Chapter II 

Measures in favour of women and children 

Article 67. - Protection of women 

1. Women shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected, III particular 
against rape, enforced prostitution, and any other form of indecent assault. 

2. The death penalty for an offence related to a situation referred to in Article 2 
common to the Conventions shall not be executed on pregnant women. 

Article 68. - Protection of children 

1. Children shall be the object of privileged treatment. The Parties to the conflict shall 
provide them with the care and aid their age and situation require. Children shall be 
protected against any form of indecent assault. 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall take all necessary measures in order that children 
aged under fifteen years shall not take any part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall refrain 
from recruiting them in their armed forces or accepting their voluntary enrolment. 

3. The death penalty for an offence related to a situation referred to in Article 2 common 
to the Conventions shall not be pronounced on persons who were under eighteen years at the 
time the offence was committed. 

Article 69. - Evacuation of children 

1. If their condition necessitates their evacuation for reasons of health, in particular to 
obtain medical treatment or to hasten convalescence, children may be transferred to a 
foreign country. Where they have not been separated by circumstances from their parents or 
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egal guardians, the latters' consent must be obtained. In the case of evacuation to a foreign 
country, the operation shall be supervised or directed by the Protecting Power, in agreement 
with the Parties to the conflict concerned. 

2. In the case of evacuation to a foreign country, the Party to the conflict carrying out 
the evacuation and the authorities of the receiving country shall arrange, if possible, for the 
children's education to be continued in the language and culture of the country to which 
they belong. 

3. So as to facilitate the return, to their families and country, of children cared for or 
received abroad, the authorities of the receiving country shall establish for each child a 
card, with photographs, which they shall communicate to the Central Tracing Agency. Each 
card shall bear, whenever possible, the following minimum information: 

(a) surname of the child; 
(b) the child's first name; 
(c) the place and date of birth (failing this, the approximate age); 
(d) the father's first name; 
(e) the mother's first name and her maiden name; 
(f) the child's nationality; 
(g) the address of the child's family; 
(h) the date on which and the place where the child was found; 
(i) the date on which and the place from where the child left his country; 
(j) the child's blood group; 
(k) any distinguishing features; 
(I) the chi ld 's present address. 
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PART V 

EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTIONS AND OF THE PRESENT PROTOCOL 

SECTION I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 70. - Measures for execution 

1. The High Contracting Parties shall without delay take all necessary measures for the 
execution of the obligations incumbent upon them under the Conventions and the present 
Protocol, without availing themselves of special circumstances or of any advantages which a 
postponement might bring them. 

2. The High Contracting Parties, acting through their military or civilian authorities, 
shall give orders and instructions to ensure observance of the Conventions and the present 
Protocol and shall supervise their execution. 

Article 71. - Legal advisers in armed forces 

The High Contracting Parties shall employ in their armed forces, in time of peace as in 
time of armed conflict, qualified legal advisers who shall advise military commanders on the 
application of the Conventions and the present Protocol and who shall ensure that 
appropriate instruction be given to the armed forces. 

Article 72. - Dissemination 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of peace as in time of armed 
conflict, to disseminate the Conventions and the present Protocol as widely as possible in 
their respective countries, and, in particular, to include the study thereof in their 
programmes of military and civil instruction, so that those instruments may become known 
to the armed forces and to the civilian population. 

2. Any military or civilian authorities who, in time of armed conflict, assume 
responsibilities in respect of the application of the Conventions and the present Protocol 
must be fully acquainted with the text thereof. 

3. The High Contracting Parties shall report to the depositary of the Conventions and 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross at intervals of four years on the measures 
they have taken in accordance with their obligations under this article. 

Article 73. - Rules of application 

The High Contracting Parties shall communicate to one another, through the depositary 
of the Conventions and, in case of need, through the Protecting Powers, the official 
translations of the present Protocol, as well as the laws and regulations which they may 
adopt to ensure the application thereof. 

24 



SECTION II 


REPRESSION OF BREACHES OF THE CONVENTIONS AND OF THE 

PRESENT PROTOCOL 


Article 74. - Repression ofbreaches of the present Protocol 

The provisions of the Conventions relating to the repression of breaches, supplemented 
by the present Section, shall apply to the repression of breaches of the present Protocol, 
including to that of the grave breaches committed against protected persons or protected 
objects within the meaning of Article 2 (c). 

Article 75. - Perfidious use of the protective signs 

The use of the red cross sign and of the other protective signs or markings recognized 
by the Conventions or by the present Protocol constitutes a grave breach of the Conventions 
or of the present Protocol when the use invites the confidence of the enemy with intent to 
betray that confidence. 

Article 76. - Failure to act 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to repress breaches of the Conventions or of 
the present Protocol resulting from a failure to perform a duty to act. 

2. The fact that a breach of the Conventions or of the present Protocol was committed 
by a subordinate does not absolve his superiors from penal responsibility if they knew or 
should have known that he was committing or would commit such a breach and if they did 
not take measures within their power to prevent or repress the breach. 

Article 77. - Superior orders 

1. No person shall be punished for refusing to obey an order of his government or of 
a superior which, if carried out, would constitute a grave breach of the provisions of the 
Conventions or of the present Protocol. 

2. The fact of having acted pursuant to an order of his government or of a superior 
does not absolve an accused person from penal responsibility if it be established that, in the 
circumstances at the time, he should have reasonably known that he was committing a 
grave breach of the Conventions or of the present Protocol and that he had the possibility 
of refusing to obey the order. 

Article 78. - Extradition 

1. Grave breaches of the Conventions or of the present Protocol, whatever the motives 
for which they were committed, shall be deemed to be included as extraditable offences in 
any extradition treaty existing between the High Contracting Parties. The High Contracting 
Parties undertake to include the said grave breaches as extraditable offences in every 
extradition treaty to be concluded between them. 

2. If a High Contracting Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of 
a treaty receives a request for extradition from another High Contracting Party with which 
it has no extradition treaty, the Conventions and the present Protocol shall be considered as 
the legal basis for extradition in respect of the said grave breaches. Extradition shall be 
subject to the other conditions provided by the law of the requested High Contracting 
Party. 

3. High Contracting Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence 
of a treaty shall recognize the said grave breaches as extraditable offences between 
themselves subject to the conditions provided by the law of the requested High Contracting 
Party. 

Article 79. - Mutual assistance in criminal matters 

The High Contracting Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of 
assistance in connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect of grave breaches of 
the Conventions or of the present Protocol. The law of the High Contracting Party 
requested shall apply in all cases. 

25 



PART VI 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 80. - Signature 

The present Protocol shall be open until ...... 197... at ... for signature by the Parties 
to the Conventions. 

Article 81. - Ratification 

The present Protocol shall be ratified as soon as possible. The instruments of 
ratification shall be deposited with the Swiss Confederation, depositary of the Conventions. 

Article 82. - Accession 

The present Protocol shall be open for accession by any Party to the Conventions 
which has not signed it. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the depositary 
of the Conventions. 

Article 83. - Entry into force 

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force six months after two instruments of 
ratification have been deposited. 

2. For each Party to the Conventions thereafter ratifying or acceding to the present Protocol, 
it shall enter into force six months after the deposit by such Party of its instrument of ratification 
or accession. 

Article 84. - Treaty relations upon entry into force of the present Protocol 

1. When the Parties to the Conventions are also parties to the present Protocol, the 
Conventions shall apply as supplemented by this Protocol. 

2. Although one of the Parties to the conflict may not be bound by the present 
Protocol, the other Parties to the conflict shall remain bound by it in their mutual relations. 
They shall furthermore be bound by the present Protocol in relation to the said Party, if 
the latter accepts and applies the provisions thereof. 

Article 85. - Reservations 

1. Each one of the Parties to the Conventions may, when signing, ratifying or acceding 
to the present Protocol, formulate reservations to articles other than Articles 5, 10, 20, 33, 
Article 35, paragraph 1, first sentence, Article 38, paragraph 1, first sentence, and Articles 
41, 43, 46 and 47. 

2. Each reservation shall be operative for five years from the entry into force of the 
present Protocol in respect of the High Contracting Party formulating the reservation. Any 
reservation may be renewed for further successive periods of five years subject to a 
declaration being sent to the depositary of the Conventions not less than three months prior 
to the expiry of the said period. A reservation may be withdrawn at any time by 
notification to this effect addressed to the depositary of the Conventions. 

Article 86. - Amendment 

1. Any High Contracting Party may propose one or more amendments to the present 
Protocol or its Annex. The text of any proposed amendment shall be communicated to the 
depositary of the Conventions which shall decide, after consultation with all the High 
Contracting Parties and the International Committee of the Red Cross, whether a 
conference should be convened to consider the proposed amendment. 
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2. The depositary of the Conventions shall invite to this conference all the High 
Contracting Parties as well as the Parties to the Conventions, whether or not they are 
signatories of the present Protocol. 

Article 87. - Denunciation 

1. In case a High Contracting Party should denounce the. present Protocol, the 
denunciation shall only take effect one year after receipt of the instrument of denunciation. 
However, if on the expiry of that year the denouncing Party is engaged in one of the 
situations referred to in Article 2 common to the Conventions, the denunciation shall not 
take effect until the end of the armed conflict or occupation and, in any case, until after 
operations connected with release, repatriation and establishment of the persons protected by 
the present Protocol have been terminated. 

2. The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the depositary of the Conventions, 
which shall transmit it to all the High Contracting Parties. 

3. The denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing Party. 

Article 88. - Notifications 

The depositary of the Conventions shall inform the High Contracting Parties as well as 
the Parties to the Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of the present Protocol, 
of the following: 

(a) signatures affixed to the present Protocol and the deposit of the instruments of 
ratification and accession under Articles 81 and 82; 

(b) the date of entry into force of the present Protocol under Article 83; 

(c) communications and declarations received under Articles 73, 85 and 86; 

(d) denunciations under Article 87. 

Article 89. - Registration 

1. After its entry into force, the present Protocol shall be transmitted by the depositary 
of the Conventions to the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration and publication, 
in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

2. The depositary of the Conventions shall also inform the Secretariat of the United 
Nations of all ratifications, accessions and denunciations received by it with respect to the 
present Protocol. 

Article 90. - Authentic texts and official translations 

1. The original of the present Protocol, of which the French and English texts are 
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the depositary of the Conventions, which shall 
transmit certified true copies thereof to all the Parties to the Conventions. 

2. The depositary of the Conventions shall arrange for official translations of the 
present Protocol to be made into .... 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present 
Protocol. 

DONE AT GENEVA, this ... day of ... 197.... 
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ANNEX 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE IDENTIFICATION AND MARKING 

OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL, UNITS AND MEANS OF TRANSPORT, AND 


CIVIL DEFENCE PERSONNEL, EQUIPMENT AND MEANS OF TRANSPORT 


Chapter I 

Documents 

Article 1. - Permanent civilian medical personnel 

1. Permanent civilian medical personnel shall carry a special identity card bearing the 
distinctive emblem. This card shall be water-resistant and of such size that it can be carried 
in the pocket. It shall be worded in the language of the country concerned and in one of 
the languages mentioned in Article 90 of the present Protocol and shall mention the 
surname and first names, the date of birth, function and the service number, if any, of the 
holder. It shall state in what capacity the holder is entitled to the protection of the Conventions 
and the present Protocol. The card shall bear the photograph of the holder as well as his 
signature or his fingerprints, or both. It shall bear the embossed stamp of the competent 
authorities. 

2. The identity card shall be uniform throughout the territory of each High Contracting 
Party and, as far as possible, of the same type for all the High Contracting Parties. The 
High Contracting Parties may be guided by the model shown below 1. At the outbreak of 
hostilities, they shall transmit to each other a specimen of the model they are using. Identity 
cards shall be made out, if possible, at least in duplicate, one copy being kept by the 
issuing authorities. 

3. In no circumstances may the said personnel be deprived of their identity cards. In 
the event of loss, they shall be entitled to obtain a duplicate copy. 

Article 2. - Temporary civilian medical personnel 

1. Temporary civilian medical personnel shall carry a special identity card similar to 
that provided for in Article 1 above. This card shall specify the medical training of the 
holder, the temporary nature of his functions and the right to display the distinctive 
emblem. 

2. The High Contracting Parties may be guided by the model shown below 2. Identity 
cards shall be made out, if possible, in duplicate, one copy being kept by the issuing 
authorities. 

Article 3. - Lists ofpersonnel 

The management of each civilian medical unit shall at all times keep an up-to-date list 
of the names of its personnel at the disposal of the competent authorities. 

Article 4. - Flight plan 

The agreements and notifications relating to flight plans provided for in Article 30 of 
the present Protocol shall be established as far as possible in accordance with procedures 
laid down by the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

1 The model of the identity card will be established subsequently. 

2 The model of the identity card will be established subsequently. 
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Chapter II 

Distinctive emblem 

Article 5. - Shape and nature 

1. The distinctive emblem shall be as large as possible. The red and white surfaces shall 
be, as far as possible, of equal area. For the shapes of the cross, the crescent or the lion 
and sun, the High Contracting Parties may be guided by the models shown below. 

2. At night or when visibility is reduced, the distinctive emblem may be lighted or 
illuminated; it may also be made of materials rendering it recognizable by technical means 
of detection. 

Emblems in red on a white ground 

Article 6. - Use 

1. The distinctive emblems shall be marked on a flat surface or on flags visible from all 
possible directions and from as far as possible. 

2. As far as possible, medical personnel removing casualties from the battle area shall 
wear headgear and clothing bearing distinctive emblems. 

Chapter ill 

Distinctive signals 

Article 7. - Optional use 

The distinctive signals referred to in the present Chapter shall be used exclusively by 
medical units and means of transport; their use is optional. 

Article 8. - Light signals 

1. The light signal shall consist of a blue light flashing at a frequency of between 40 
and 100 flashes a minute. 

2. Medical aircraft and vehicles may be equipped by the Parties to the conflict with 
signals consisting of one or more blue lights, flashing as mentioned in paragraph 1, and 
placed in such a way as to be visible in as many directions as possible3• 

3 The chromatic boundaries of the luminous signal's blue light are represented on the chromatic diagram 
of the International Commission of Illumination by the three straight lines determined by the following equations: 

green boundary y=0.065+0.805 x 
white boundary y=OAOO-x 
purple boundary x=0.133 x 0.600 y 
The triangle formed by the intersection of these three lines determines the blue zone, recommended for this 

signal, shown on the chromatic diagram given in Publication No.2 « Colours of Light Signals» of the International 
Commission on Illumination. 

The effective intensity of the blue luminous signal should not be inferior to 400 candelas. 
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Article 9. -- Unilateral radio signal 

1. The unilateral radio signal consists of a radiotelephonic or radiotelegraphic message 
preceded by the call sign "MEDICAL" emitted three times and followed by the call sign of the 
medical means of transport. This message is transmitted in English at frequent intervals on an 
agreed or specified frequency. The use of the call sign" MEDICAL" shall be restricted exclusively 
to the medical services. 

2. The radio message shall convey the following data: 

(a) "MEDICAL" followed by the call sign of the means of transport; 

(b) position of the means of transport; 

(c) number and type of medical means of transport; 

(d) itinerary; 

(e) timetable; 

(f) any other information, such as flight altitudes, radio frequencies, languages, 
secondary radar modes and codes. 

3. So as to facilitate the communication of information referred to in paragraphs 1 and 
2 of the present article, the High Contracting Parties shall designate and publish the 
national frequencies to be used by them. These frequencies shall be notified by the ,High 
Contracting Parties to the International Telecommunication Union for listing in the Master 
International Frequency Register and for inclusion in Service Documents. 

4. The use of other frequencies shall be the subject of special agreements entered into 
between the Parties to the conflict which, as a general rule, shall inform the International 
Telecommunication Union. 

Article 10. - Bilateral radio signal 

1. The bilateral radio signal consists of an exchange of radio messages, in the language 
and on the frequency provided for in Article 9. It is initiated by the transmission of a 
unilateral radio signal. 

2. The bilateral radio signal permits the communication and, if necessary, the discussion 
of the measures that should be taken to reinforce the protection of medical personnel, 
units and means of transport. 

Article 11. - Secondary surveillance radar system signal 

1. Identification by the secondary surveillance radar system, which consists of an 
exchange of electro-magnetic impulses, may be used to identify and to follow the course of 
medical aircraft. 

2. For that purpose, the secondary surveillance radar system as specified in Annex 10 
to the Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 December 1944 may be used. 

3. The exchange of impulses shall be made in mode A/3, using the radar code or codes 
assigned by the International Civil Aviation Organization for the identification of medical 
aircraft in accordance with the international standards, practices and procedures recommen
ded by the Organization. The Parties to the conflict may agree to use other modes and 
codes. They shall inform the International Civil Aviation Organization of the agreements. 

4. The High Contracting Parties may establish the use of a similar system for other 
means of medical transport. 

Article 12. - Other means of communication 

When the use of the bilateral radio signal is not possible, the signals as provided for in 
the International Code of Signals by the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization and in Annex 12 to the Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation of 
7 December 1944 shall be used. 
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Article 13. - Use of international codes 

The medical units and means of transport of the Parties to the conflict may use the 
International Code of Signals radio codes, and the International Telecommunication Union's 
Q code for their communications by radiotelegraphy or radiotelephony. The use of such 
codes shall be in accordance with international standards, practices and procedures laid 
down by the International Telecommunication Union, the International Civil Aviation 
Organization and the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization. 

Chapter IV 

Civil defence 

Article 14. - Documents 

1. The identity card delivered to permanent civil defence personnel in accordance with 
Article 59, paragraph 2, of the present Protocol shall be similar to that referred to in 
Article 1 for permanent civilian medical personnel. 

2. Documents delivered in respect of means of transport permanently assigned to the 
civil defence services shall certify that the means of transport are so assigned and shall carry 
a description thereof. 

Article 15. - International distinctive sign for civil defence services 

The international distinctive sign for civil defence services as provided for in Article 59, 
paragraph 4, of the present Protocol shall be in accordance with the model below. 

Proposal I Proposal II 

-----, 
I 
I 
I 

~ 

light orange light blue 

(a) the background to the sign may be 
in the form of different geometrical shapes 
(circle, square, rectangle); 

(b) if the triangle is on a flag or armlet 
or tabard, the background to the triangle 
shall be the flag or armlet or tabard; 

(c) one of the angles of the triangle 
shall be pointed vertically upwards; if the 
background is a square or rectangle, the 
side of the triangle opposite the afore
mentioned angle shall be parallel to one of 
the sides of the background; 

(d) no angle of the triangle shall touch 
the edge of the background; 

(e) the area covered by the triangle 
shall be, as far as possible, equal to the 
background area. 

light orange 

---, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
"if 

light blue 

(a) the background to the sign may be 
in the form of different geometrical shapes 
(square, rectangle); 

(b) if the stripes are on a flag or armlet 
or tabard, the background to the stripes 
shall be the flag or armlet or tabard; 

(c) the stripes shall be vertical and 
parallel; they shall touch the background 
edges; 

(d) the area covered by the stripes shall 
be, as far as possible, equal to the back
ground area. 
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Chapter V 

Periodical revision 

Article 16. - Procedure 

Every five years, after the entry into force of the present Protocol, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, after prior consultation with experts, shall submit to the High 
Contracting Parties a report on any possible amendments to be made, arising from technical 
developments, to the present Annex. 

* * * 
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DRAFT PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL 

TO GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 1949, 


AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS 

OF NON-INTERNATIONAL ARlVIED CONFLICTS 


The High Contracting Parties, 

Recalling that the humanitarian principles enshrined in Article 3 common to the 
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, constitute the foundation of respect for the human 
person in cases of armed conflict not of an international character, 

Recalling furthermore that international instruments relating to human rights offer a 
basic protection to the human person, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure a better protection for the victims of those armed 
conflicts, 

Recalling that, in cases not covered by the law in force, the human person remains 
under the protection of the principles of humanity and the dictates of the public conscience, 

Have agreed on the following; 

PART I 

SCOPE OF THE PRESENT PROTOCOL 

Article 1. - Materialfield ofapplication 

1. The present Protocol shall apply to all armed conflicts not covered by Article 2 
common to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, taking place between armed forces 
or other organized armed groups under responsible command. 

2. The present Protocol shall not apply to situations of internal disturbances and 
tensions, inter alia riots, isolated and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of a similar 
nature. 

3. The foregoing provisions do not modify the conditions governing the application of 
Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. 

Article 2. - Personal field ofapplication 

1. The present Protocol shall apply, without any adverse distinction, to all persons, 
whether military or civilian, combatant or non-combatant, affected by an armed conflict 
within the meaning of Article 1. 
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2. Even after the end of the armed conflict, all persons whose liberty has been 
restricted for reasons in relation to the armed conflict and who might not have been 
released, as well as persons arrested for these same reasons, shall enjoy the protection of Articles 
8 and 10 until released. 

Article 3. - Legal status of the parties to the conflict 

The legal status of the parties to the conflict or that of the territories on which they 
exercise authority shall not be affected by the application of the provisions of the present 
Protocol, or by all or part of the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, 
and of the Additional Protocol relating to the protection of victims of international armed 
conflicts brought into force in accordance with Article 38 or by the conclusion of any 
agreement provided for in the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. 

Article 4. - Non-intervention 

Nothing in the present Protocol shall be interpreted as affecting the sovereignty of 
States or as authorizing third States to intervene in the armed conflict. 

Article 5. - Rights and duties of the parties to the conflict 

The rights and duties of the parties to the conflict under the present Protocol are 
equally valid for all of them. 
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PART II 


HUMANE TREATMENT OF PERSONS IN THE POWER OF THE PARTIES 

TO THE CONFLICT 


Article 6. - Fundamental guarantees 

1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to take a part in 
hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, are entitled to respect for their 
person, their honour and their religious convictions and practices. They shall in all 
circumstances be treated humanely, without any adverse distinction. 

2. The following acts against the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are and shall 
remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever: 

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel 
treatment and torture; 

(b) taking of hostages; 

(c) acts of terrorism in the form of acts of violence committed against those persons; 

(d) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment; 

(e) slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms; 

(1) pillage; 

(g) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts. 

3. Women shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected in particular 
against rape, enforced prostitution, and any other form of indecent assault. 

Article 7. - Safeguard ofan enemy hors de combat 

1. In accordance with Article 6, it is forbidden to kill, injure, ill-treat or torture an 
adversary hors de combat. An adversary hors de combat is one who, having laid down his 
arms, no longer has any means of defence or has surrendered. These conditions are 
considered to have been fulfilled, in particular, in the case of an adversary who: 

(a) is unable to express himself, or 

(b) has surrendered or has clearly expressed an intention to surrender 

(c) and abstains from any hostile act and does not attempt to escape. 

2. If a party to the conflict decides to send back to the adverse party those combatants 
it has captured, it must ensure that they are in a fit state to make the journey without any 
danger to their safety. 

Article 8. - Persons whose liberty has been restricted 

1. All persons whose liberty has been restricted by capture or arrest for reasons in 
relation to the armed conflict, shall, whether they are interned or detained, be treated 
humanely, in accordance with Article 6. 

2. In addition, the parties to the conflict shall respect at least the following provisions: 

(a) the wounded and sick shall be treated in accordance with Article 12; 

(b) the persons referred to in paragraph 1 shall be accommodated in buildings or 
quarters which afford reasonable safeguards as regards hygiene and health and provide 
efficient protection against the rigours of the climate and the dangers of the armed conflict; 

(c) they shall be provided with adequate supplies of drinking water and with food rations 
sufficient to keep them in good health; they shall be permitted to secure or to be provided 
with adequate clothing; 
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(d) women shall be held in quarters separated from men's quarters. They shall be under 
the immediate supervision of women. This does not apply to those cases where members of 
the same family are in the same place of internment. 

3. The parties to the conflict shall also respect the following provisions within the limits 
of their capabilities: 

(a) the persons referred to in paragraph I shall be allowed to receive individual or 
collective relief; 

(b) they shall be allowed to practise their religion and receive spiritual assistance from 
chaplains and other persons performing similar functions; 

(c) they shall be allowed to send and receive letters and cards. The parties to the 
conflict may limit the number of such letters if they deem it necessary; 

(d) places of internment and detention shall not be set up close to the combat zone. 
The persons referred to in paragraph 1 shall be evacuated when the places where they are 
interned or detained become particularly exposed to dangers arising out of the armed 
conflict, if their evacuation can be carried out in adequate conditions of safety. 

4. Measures of reprisals against the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are prohibited. 

5. Subject to temporary and exceptional measures, the parties to the conflict shall 
endeavour to facilitate visits to the persons referred to in paragraph 1 by an impartial 
humanitarian body such as the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Article 9. - Principles ofpenal law 

1. No one may be punished for an offence which he or she has not personally 
committed; collective penalties are prohibited. 

2. No one may be punished on account of any act or omission contrary to a duty to 
act which was not an offence at the time when it was committed. 

3. No one shall 'be liable to be prosecuted or punished for an offence for which he has 
already been finally acquitted or convicted. 

4. No one shall be held guilty of an offence except under those provisions of law which 
were in force at the time when the offence was committed. 

5. Everyone charged with an offence is .presumed innocent until proved guilty according 
to law. 

Article 10. - Penal prosecutions 

1. No sentence shall be passed or penalty inflicted upon a person found guilty of an 
offence in relation to the armed conflict without previous judgment pronounced by a court 
offering the guarantees of independence and impartiality which are generally recognized as 
essential, in accordance with a procedure affording the accused the necessary rights and 
means of defence. 

2. Everyone shall have the right of appeal against any sentence pronounced upon him. 
He shall be fully informed of his right to appeal and of the time limit within which he may 
do so. 

3. The death penalty pronounced on any person found guilty of an offence in relation to 
the armed conflict shall not be carried out until the hostilities have ceased. 

4. The death penalty shall not be pronounced for an offence in relation to the armed 
conflic!: c0iUmitted by persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on 
pregnant women. 

5. In case of prosecutions carried out against a person only by reason of his having 
taken part in hostilities, the court, when deciding upon the sentence, shall take into 
consideration, to the greatest possible extent, the fact that the accused respected the 
provisions of the present Protocol. 

6. At the end of hostilities, the authorities in power shall endeavour to grant amnesty 
to as many as possible of those who have participated in the armed conflict, in particular 
those whose liberty has been restricted for reasons in relation to the armed conflict, whether 
they are interned or detained. 
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PARTID 

WOUNDED, SICK AND SHIPWRECKED PERSONS 

Article 11. - Definitions 


For the purposes of this Part: 


(a) "the wounded and the sick" means persons, whether military or civilian, who are in 
need of medical assistance and care and who refrain from any act of hostility. The term 
includes inter alia: the wounded, the sick, the shipwrecked, the infirm, as well as expectant 
mothers, maternity cases and new-born babies; 

(b) "shipwrecked persons" means persons, whether military or civilian, who are in peril 
at sea as a result of the destruction, loss or disablement of the vessel or aircraft in which 
they were travelling and who refrain from any act of hostility; 

(c) "medical unit" means medical establishments and units, whether military or civilian, 
especially all installations of a medical nature, such as hospitals, blood transfusion centres 
and their medical and pharmaceutical stores; such units may be fixed or mobile, permanent 
or temporary, and are exclusively assigned to medical purposes; 

(d) "medical transport" means the transport by land, sea or air of the wounded, the 
sick or the shipwrecked, and of medical personnel and equipment; 

(e) "means of medical transport" means any means of transport assigned exclusively to 
medical transport, under the control of a competent authority of a party to the conflict; 

(f) "medical personnel" means: 

i. 	 the medical personnel of the parties to the conflict, whether military or civilian, 
permanent or temporary, exclusively engaged in the operation or administration 
of medical units and means of medical transport, including their crews, and 
assigned inter alia to the search for, removal, treatment or transport of the 
wounded and the sick; 

Il. 	the civil defence medical personnel referred to in Article 30 and the medical 
personnel of the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies 
referred to in Article 35; 

(g) "distinctive emblem" means the distinctive emblem of the red cross (red crescent, 
red lion and sun) on a white ground. 

Article 12. - Protection and care 

1. 	 The wounded and the sick shall be respected and protected. 

2. In all circumstances, they shall be treated humanely and shall receive with the least 
possible delay and without any adverse distinction the medical care necessitated by their 
condition. 

3. All unjustified acts or omissions harmful to the health or to the physical or mental 
well-being of the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are prohibited. This prohibition applies 
even if those persons give their consent. 

4. It is accordingly prohibited to carry out on the persons referred to in paragraph 1 
physical mutilations or medical or scientific experiments, including grafts and organ 
transplants, which are not justified by their medical treatment and are not in their interest. 
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Article 13. - Search and evacuation 

1. At all times, and particularly after an engagement, the parties to the conflict shall, 
without delay, 'take all possible measures to search for and collect the wounded and the sick 
and ensure their adequate care. 

2. Whenever circumstances permit, local arrangements shall be concluded by the parties 
to the conflict for the removal of the wounded and the sick from the combat zone or from 
a besieged or encircled area. 

Article 14. - Role of the civilian population 

1. The civilian population shall respect the wounded and the sick, even if they belong 
to the adverse party, and shall refrain from committing acts of violence against them. 

2. Relief societies and the civilian population shall be permitted to offer shelter, care 
and assistance to such wounded and sick persons, either spontaneously or at the request of 
the parties to the conflict. 

3. No one shall be molested or convicted for having given shelter, care or assistance to 
the wounded and the sick, even if they belong to the adverse party. 

Article 15. - Medical and religious personnel 

Medical personnel and chaplains and other persons performing similar func,tions, 
whether military or civilian, shaH, in all circumstances, be respected and protected. They 
shall be granted all the aid necessary for the discharge of their functions and shall not be 
compelled to carry out tasks unrelated to their mission. 

Article 16. - General protection ofmedical duties 

1. In no circumstances shall any person be punished for carrying out medical activities 
compatible with professional ethics, regardless of the person benefiting therefrom. 

2. Persons engaged in medical activities shall not be compelled to perform acts or to 
carry out work contrary to rules of professional ethics or to abstain from acts required by 
such rules. 

3. No person engaged in medical activities may be compelled to give to any authority 
information concerning the sick and the wounded under his care should such information be 
likely to prove harmful to the persons concerned or to their families. Compulsory medical 
regulations for the notification of communicable diseases shall however be respected. 

Article 17. - Medical units and transports 

Medical units and means of medical transport, whether military or civilian, shall in all 
circumstances be respected and protected. 

Article 18. - The distinctive emblem 

1. The emblem of the red cross (red crescent, red lion and sun) on a white ground, 
which is the distinctive emblem of the medical personnel, medical units and means of 
medical transport of the parties to the conflict and of Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun) organizations, shall be respected in all circumstances. 

2. It may not be used to protect other persons or objects; the parties to the conflict 
shall adopt special measures for supervising its use and for preventing and repressing any 
misuse of it. 

Article 19. - Prohibition of reprisals 

Measures of reprisals against the wounded, the sick, and the shipwrecked as well as 
against medical personnel, medical units and means of medical transport are prohibited. 
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PART IV 

METHODS AND MEANS OF COMBAT 

Article 20. - Prohibition ofunnecessary injury 

1. The right of parties to the conflict and of members of their armed forces to adopt 
methods and means of combat is not unlimited. 

2. It is forbidden to employ weapons, projectiles, substances, methods and means which 
uselessly aggravate the sufferings of disabled adversaries or render their death inevitable in 
all circumstances. 

Article 21. - Prohibition ofperfidy 

1. It is forbidden to kill, injure or capture an adversary by resort to perfidy. Acts 
inviting the confidence of the adversary with intent to betray that confidence are deemed to 
constitute perfidy. Such acts, when carried out in order to commit or resume hostilities, 
include the following: 

(a) the feigning of a situation of distress, notably through the misuse of an 
internationally recognized protective sign; 

(b) the feigning of a cease-fire, of a humanitarian negotiation or of a surrender; 

(c) the feigning, before an attack, of non-combatant status; 

(d) the use in combat of the enemy's distinctive military emblems. 

2. On the other hand, ruses of war, that is to say, those acts which, without inviting 
the confidence of the adversary, are intended to mislead him or to'induce him to act 
recklessly, such as camouflage, traps, mock operations and misinformation, are not 
perfidious acts. 

Article 22. - Quarter 

It is forbidden to order that there shall be no survivors,· to threaten an adversary 
therewith and to conduct hostilities on such basis. 

Article 23. - Recognized signs 

1. It is forbidden to make use of the protective sign of the red cross (red crescent, red 
lion and sun) and of the protective emblem of cultural property for purposes other than 
those provided for in the Conventions establishing those signs. 

2. It is forbidden to make improper use of the flag of truce. 
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PART V 

CIVILIAN POPULATION 

Chapter I 

General protection against effects of hostilities 

Article 24. - Basic rules 

1. In order to ensure respect for the civilian population, the parties to the conflict shall 
confine their operations to the destruction of weakening of the military resources of the 
adversary and shall make a distinction between the civilian population and combatants, and 
between civilian objects and military objectives. 

2. Constant care shall be taken, when conducting military operations, to spare the 
civilian population, civilians and civilian objects. This rule shall, in particular, apply to the 
planning, deciding or launching of an attack. 

Article 25. - Definition 

1. Any person who is not a member of armed forces is considered to be a civilian. 

2. The civilian population comprises all"persons who are civilians. 

3. The presence, within the civilian population, of individuals who do not fall within 
the definition of civilians does not deprive the population of its civilian character. 

Article 26. - Protection of the civilian population 

1. The civilian popUlation as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be made the 
object of attack. In particular, methods intended to spread terror among the civilian popUlation 
are prohibited. 

2. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this article unless and for such time 
they take a direct part in hostilities. 

3. The employment of means of combat, and any methods which strike or affect 
indiscriminately the civilian population and combatants, or civilian objects and military 
objectives, are prohibited. In particular it is forbidden: 

(a) to attack without distinction, as one single objective, by bombardment or any other 
method, a zone containing several military objectives, which are situated in populated areas 
and are at some distance from each other; 

(b) to launch attacks which may be expected to entail incidental losses among the 
civilian population and cause the destruction of civilian objects to an extent disproportionate 
to the direct and substantial military advantage anticipated. 

4. Attacks against the civilian popUlation or civilians by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

5. The parties to the conflict shall not use the civilian population or civilians in 
attempts to shield military objectives from attacks. 

Article 27. - Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population 

It is forbidden to attack, destroy or render useless objects indispensable to the survival 
of the civilian population, namely, foodstuffs and food-producing areas, crops, livestock, 
drinking water supplies and irrigation works, whether it is to starve out civilians, to cause them 
to move away or for any other reason. 
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Article 28. - Protection of works and installations containing dangerous forces 

1. It is forbidden to attack or destroy works or installations containing dangerous 
forces, namely, dams, dykes and nuclear generating stations, whenever their destruction or 
damage would cause grave losses among the civilian popUlation. 

2. The parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid locating any military objectives 
in the immediate vicinity of the objects mentioned in paragraph I. 

Article 29. - Prohibition offorced movement of civilians 

I. The displacement of the civilian population shall not be ordered unless the security 
of the civilians involved or imperative military reasons so demand. Should the parties to the 
conflict undertake such displacements, they shall take all possible measures in order that the 
civilian popUlation be received under satisfactory conditions of hygiene, health, safety and 
nutrition. 

2. Civilians shall not be compelled to leave their own national territory. 

Chapter n 

Civil defence 

Article 30. - Respect and protection 

I. Civil defence personnel shall be respected and protected and, except in the case of 
imperative military necessity, shall be authorized to discharge their tasks. 

2. In no circumstances shall the fact of having taken part in civil defence activities be 
considered to be punishable. 

Article 31. - Definition 


Civil defence includes the following tasks: 


(a) rescue, first aid, conveyance of wounded, fire-fighting; 

(b) safeguard of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population; 

(c) provision of emergency material and social assistance to the civilian popUlation; 

(d) emergency repair of public services indispensable to the civilian popUlation; 

(e) maintenance of public order in disaster areas; 

(f) preventive measures, such as warning the civilian popUlation, evacuation, provision of 
shelters; 

g) detection and marking of danger areas. 

Chapter m 

Measures in favour of children 

Article 32. - Privileged treatment 

1. Children shall be the object of privileged treatment; they shall be especially protected 
against any form of indecent assault. The parties to the conflict shall provide them with the 
care and aid their age and situation require. 

2. To this end, the parties to the conflict shall, inter alia: 

(a) endeavour to furnish the means for the identification of children, where necessary in 
the area of armed conflict; 
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(b) take care that children who are orphaned or separated from their families as a result 
of armed conflict are not abandoned; 

(c) take measures, if necessary and with the consent of their parents or persons 
responsible for their care, to remove children from the area of combat and ensure that they 
are accompanied by persons entrusted to provide for their safety; 

(d) take all necessary steps to facilitate the reuniting of families temporarily separated; 

(e) take the necessary measures in order that children under fifteen years of age shall not 
take any part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall refrain from recruiting them in armed 
forces or accepting their voluntary enrolment. 
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PART VI 

RELIEF 

Article 33. - Reliefactions 

1. If the civilian population is inadequately supplied, in particular, with foodstuffs, 
clothing, medical and hospital stores and means of shelter, the parties to the conflict shall 
agree to and facilitate, to the fullest possible extent, those relief actions which are exclusively 
humanitarian and impartial in character and conducted without any adverse distinction. Relief 
actions fulfilling the above conditions shall not be regarded as interference in the armed conflict. 

2. The parties to the conflict and any High Contracting Party through whose territory 
supplies must pass shall grant free passage when relief actions are carried out in accordance 
with the conditions stated in paragraph 1. 

3. When prescribing the technical methods relating to assistance or transit, the parties 
to the conflict and any High Contracting Party shall endeavour to facilitate and accelerate 
the entry, transport, distribution, or passage of relief. 

4. The parties to the conflict and any High Contracting Party may set as condition that 
the entry, transport, distribution, or passage of relief be executed under the supervision of 
an impartial humanitarian body. 

5. The parties to the conflict and any High Contracting Party shall in no way 
whatsoever divert relief consignments from the purpose for which they are intended or delay 
the forwarding of such consignments. 

Article 34. - Recording and information 

1. If necessary, the parties to the conflict shall organize, with, the co-operation of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, information bureaux to which they shall 
communicate all relevant information on the victims of the conflict who may be in their 
power. The dead shall also be recorded. 

2. Each information bureau shall transmit to the other bureaux, if necessary through 
the Central Information Agency provided for in the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 
1949, the information thus obtained, and shall transmit it to the next of kin concerned; the 
information bureaux shall also be responsible for replying to all enquiries concerning the 
victims of the conflict, and shall take the necessary steps to search for them; the 
transmission of information or the search for the victims shall not be undertaken if they are 
liable to be prejudicial to the interests of the victims or of their relatives. 

Article 35. - National Red Cross and other relief societies 

1. The National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Society and its 
branches, acting if necessary independently, shall be permitted to pursue their humanitarian 
activities in accordance with the principles of the Red Cross as stated by the International 
Conferences of the Red Cross. Other relief societies shall be permitted to carry out their 
humanitarian activities in accordance with similar conditions. 

2. In no circumstances shall the fact of having taken part in these activities be 
punishable. 
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PART VII 

EXECUTION OF THE PRESENT PROTOCOL 

Article 36. - Measures for execution 

Each party to the conflict shall take measures to ensure observance of this Protocol by 
its military and civilian agents and persons subject to its authority. 

Article 37. - Dissemination 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to disseminate the present Protocol as 
widely as possible in time of peace and in particular to include the study thereof in their 
programmes of military and civil instruction, so that it may become known to the armed 
forces and to the civilian population. 

2. In time of armed conflict, the parties to the conflict shall take appropriate measures 
to bring the provisions of the present Protocol to the knowledge of its military and civilian 
agents and persons subject to its authority. 

Article 38. - Special agreements 

The parties to the conflict shall endeavour to bring into force, either by means of 
special agreements or' by declarations addressed to the depositary of the Geneva 
Conventions of August 12, 1949, or to the International Committee of the Red Cross, all or. 
part of the provisions of those Conventions and of the Additional Protocol relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts. 

Article 39. - Co-operation in the observance of the present Protocol 

The parties to the conflict may call upon a body offering all guarantees of impartiality 
and efficacity, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross, to co-operate in the 
observance of the provisions of the present Protocol. Such a body may also offer its services 
to the parties to the conflict. 
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PARTvm 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 40. - Signature 

The present Protocol shall be open until ...... 197... at ... for signature by the Parties to 
the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. 

Article 41. - Ratification 

The present Protocol shall be ratified as soon as possible. The instruments of 
ratification shall be deposited with the Swiss Confederation, depositary of the Conventions. 

Article 42. - Accession 

The present Protocol shall be open for accession by any Party to the Conventions 
which has not signed it. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the depositary 
of the Conventions. 

Article 43. - Entry into force 

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force six months after two instruments of 
ratification have been deposited. 

2. For each Party to the Conventions ratifying or acceding to the present Protocol 
thereafter, it shall enter into force six months after the deposit by such Party of its 
instrument of ratification or accession. 

Article 44. - Amendment 

1. Any High Contracting Party may propose one or more amendments to the present 
Protocol. The text of any proposed amendment shall be communicated to the depositary of 
the Conventions which shall decide, after consultation with all the High Contracting Parties 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross, whether a conference should be 
convened to consider the proposed amendment. 

2. The depositary of the Conventions shall invite to this conference all the High 
Contracting Parties as well as the Parties to the Conventions, whether or not they are 
signatories of the present Protocol. 

Article 45. - Notifications 

The depositary of the Conventions shall inform the High Contracting Parties as well as 
the Parties to the Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of the present Protocol, 
of the following: 

(a) signatures affixed to the present Protocol and the deposit of the instruments of 
ratification and accession under Articles 41 and 42; 

(b) the date of entry into force of the present Protocol under Article 43; 

(c) communications and declarations received under Article 44. 

Article 46. - Registration 

1. After its entry into force, the present Protocol shall be transmitted by the depositary 
of the Conventions to the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration and pUblication, 
in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 
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2. The depositary of the Conventions shall also inform the Secretariat of the United 
Nations of all ratifications and accessions received by it with respect to the present 
Protocol. 

Article 47. - Authentic texts and official translations 

1. The original of the present Protocol, of which the French and English texts are 
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the depositary of the Conventions, which shall 
transmit certified true copies thereof to all the Parties to the Conventions. 

2. The depositary of the Conventions shall arrange for official translations of the 
present Protocol to be made into .... 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present 
Protocol. 

DONE AT GENEVA, this ... day of ... 197.... 
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