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Remarks by the President in the State of the Union Address (The White House) The threat these groups 
pose is evolving.  But to meet this threat, we don’t need to send tens of thousands of our sons and 
daughters abroad or occupy other nations.  Instead, we'll need to help countries like Yemen, and Libya, 
and Somalia provide for their own security, and help allies who take the fight to terrorists, as we have in 
Mali.  And where necessary, through a range of capabilities, we will continue to take direct action 
against those terrorists who pose the gravest threat to Americans. 
 
Cone Talks Budget Cuts, Impacts to TRADOC Mission, Workforce (TRADOC Public Affairs, By Anthony 
O’Bryant) Gen. Cone - "Because of the great work you have done and the reputations you have in your 
organizations, our budget is actually smaller in 2013 than it was in 2001," Cone said. "You have done a 
great job. A lot of the things we can do to save money have already been done. You have "paid the 
piper" in the past, and while the projected cut is not good, it is better than what it could be." 
 

General Officer Assignments Include Several with Fort Bragg Ties (FayObserver.com, By Drew Brooks) 
Other assignments announced Tuesday included… Maj. Gen. Richard C. Longo, who grew up in 
Fayetteville and will become deputy commanding general of U.S. Army Europe and Seventh Army in 
Germany.  Longo is director of Task Force 2010, U.S. Forces Afghanistan. He previously served as deputy 
commanding general of initial military training for Army Training and Doctrine Command. 
 

Bitterly Divided Senate Panel Backs Hagel for Defense (New York Times, By Jeremy W. Peters) The 
Armed Services Committee on Tuesday approved the nomination of former Senator Chuck Hagel as 
defense secretary on a sharply partisan vote. The 14-to-11 vote to send the nomination to the Senate 
floor with a favorable recommendation was the latest step in a process that has deepened festering 
hostilities between Congressional Republicans and the White House and has exposed stark 
disagreements over wartime foreign policy. 
 

Military Health Care Endangered By Cuts, Pentagon Says (Bloomberg.com, Tony Capaccio) The 
Pentagon “might not have enough funds” to pay for its health-care system under automatic spending 
cuts set to take effect March 1, according to Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. A funding gap for 
the military health-care program called Tricare is among risks from the cuts, known as sequestration, 
that Carter cited today in testimony prepared for the Senate Armed Services Committee.  
 

A Reckoning for the Army (Time, By Douglas A. Macgregor) What the Army must provide is modernized, 
penetrating, high-lethality mobile, armored combat power, trained, organized and equipped in a range 
of formations for integrated, Joint operations. Equally important, the Army’s organization for combat 
must be aligned with the right mix of air- and sealift with which to move Army forces in a timely manner. 
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The White House 
 
Remarks by the President in the State of the Union Address 
 
Read full speech at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/12/remarks-president-state-
union-address 
 
“The threat these groups pose is evolving.  But to meet this threat, we don’t need to send tens of 
thousands of our sons and daughters abroad or occupy other nations.  Instead, we'll need to help 
countries like Yemen, and Libya, and Somalia provide for their own security, and help allies who take the 
fight to terrorists, as we have in Mali.  And where necessary, through a range of capabilities, we will 
continue to take direct action against those terrorists who pose the gravest threat to Americans.” 
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TRADOC Public Affairs 
 
Cone Talks Budget Cuts, Impacts to TRADOC Mission, Workforce 
 
By Anthony O’Bryant 
  
FORT EUSTIS, Va. -- With the daily drumbeat of news and rumors surrounding uncertainty of Army 
funding levels, Gen. Robert W. Cone, commanding general of U.S. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command, hosted a town hall forum to share information directly with the TRADOC civilian workforce 
Feb. 7 at Jacob's Theater on Fort Eustis.  
 
"I have learned during my time in the Army that communication is critical when you are going through a 
tough situation or are dealing with a lot of uncertainty," Cone said. "I may not have all of the 
information you want at this time, but I want to make sure that we all have a shared view of the 
situation." 
 
The fiscal uncertainty for the Army's budget is created by a one-two punch of operating under a 
continuing resolution with funding levels locked at the 2012 fiscal year rate, and the potential cuts, or 
sequestration, that are set to take effect March 1.  
 
Cone told the standing-room only crowd of TRADOC civilians and their supervisors that the command's 
potential share of the Army's budget reductions is about 20 percent of the total budget for fiscal year 
2013.  
 
TRADOC is following the secretary of defense's guidance to take immediate actions to reduce spending 
and conduct necessary planning in preparation for potential funding reductions.  
 
Cone said he's confident in the command's plan to address potential shortfalls and thanked the teams 
led by Ellen Helmerson, TRADOC's deputy chief of staff for personnel, and Matt Scully, TRADOC's deputy 
chief of staff for resource management.  
 
"We're dealing with the finest personnel and budget people that I have ever seen, and I will tell you -- I 
wouldn't want anybody else running this operation," Cone said. "You've got the right people at the helm 
in this regard." 
 
TRADOC's commanding general also said he believes that the command's proactive measures to cut 
costs such as limiting temporary duty travel, curtailing conferences and finding other efficiencies have 
helped to dampen the magnitude of potential budget cuts.  
 
"Because of the great work you have done and the reputations you have in your organizations, our 
budget is actually smaller in 2013 than it was in 2001," Cone said. "You have done a great job. A lot of 
the things we can do to save money have already been done. You have "paid the piper" in the past, and 
while the projected cut is not good, it is better than what it could be." 
 
Within TRADOC, a large percentage of the budget is spent with contracts and personnel costs. Because 
contracting is such a significant percentage of TRADOC's budget, the headquarters and its subordinate 
commands are reviewing contracts to find efficiencies or alternative ways of doing business.  
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Cone reiterated the need to protect what he believes is the "seed corn" for the future -- the command's 
nearly 19,600-strong civilian workforce -- which includes temps, terms and permanent employees 
throughout the United States. 
 
Cone cautioned that although current guidance is to not extend term employees past their 
appointments and release temp employees by Feb. 22, "some of the most innovative work in this 
command is being done by temps and terms." 
 
To that end, a deliberate review to validate mission-essential temp and term positions is being 
conducted across the command. 
 
The furloughing of permanent civilian employees will be a tool of last resort, but is being considered as a 
potential measure to meet the Army's fiscal requirements.  
 
"For the last year and a half, we have been very disciplined in our personnel decisions," Helmerson said. 
"We have made some innovative changes to try and protect our permanent workforce."  
 
After taking questions from the audience, TRADOC leaders emphasized that every effort to protect the 
workforce will be made and updates will be provided in a timely manner through senior leader 
engagements like this town hall.  
 
The TRADOC Public Affairs Office will also post an information page soon to the TRADOC website, 
www.tradoc.army.mil, to provide information about potential impacts to TRADOC's workforce.  
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FayObserver.com 
 
General Officer Assignments Include Several with Fort Bragg Ties 
 
By Drew Brooks 
 
Read full story at: http://www.fayobserver.com/articles/2013/02/12/1236885?sac=fo.military 
 
Other assignments announced Tuesday included… Maj. Gen. Richard C. Longo, who grew up in 
Fayetteville and will become deputy commanding general of U.S. Army Europe and Seventh Army in 
Germany.  Longo is director of Task Force 2010, U.S. Forces Afghanistan. He previously served as deputy 
commanding general of initial military training for Army Training and Doctrine Command. 
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New York Times 
 
Bitterly Divided Senate Panel Backs Hagel for Defense 
 
By Jeremy W. Peters 
 
Read full story at: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/13/us/politics/hagel-faces-tense-panel-vote-on-
his-pentagon-confirmation.html?_r=0 
 
The Armed Services Committee on Tuesday approved the nomination of former Senator Chuck Hagel as 
defense secretary on a sharply partisan vote. The 14-to-11 vote to send the nomination to the Senate 
floor with a favorable recommendation was the latest step in a process that has deepened festering 
hostilities between Congressional Republicans and the White House and has exposed stark 
disagreements over wartime foreign policy. 
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Bloomberg.com 
 
Military Health Care Endangered By Cuts, Pentagon Says 
 
By Tony Capaccio 
 
Read full story at: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-02-12/military-health-care-endangered-by-
cuts-pentagon-says.html 
 
The Pentagon “might not have enough funds” to pay for its health-care system under automatic 
spending cuts set to take effect March 1, according to Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter. 
A funding gap for the military health-care program called Tricare is among risks from the cuts, known as 
sequestration, that Carter cited today in testimony prepared for the Senate Armed Services Committee.  
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 Time 
 
A Reckoning for the Army 
 
By Douglas A. Macgregor  
 
Read full story at: http://nation.time.com/2013/02/08/a-reckoning-for-the-army/ 
 
What the Army must provide is modernized, penetrating, high-lethality mobile, armored combat power, 
trained, organized and equipped in a range of formations for integrated, Joint operations. Equally 
important, the Army’s organization for combat must be aligned with the right mix of air- and sealift with 
which to move Army forces in a timely manner. 
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