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P. 0. Box 50202 
Biggs Fie ld  
Ft. B l i s s ,  Tx. 79918 
November 17, 1969 

Pres ident  Richard M. Nixon 
The White House 
Ikshington,  D. C . 
Dear Fk. President  : 

We t a k e  t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  r ep ly  t o  your r ecen t  address and t o  of fer  
some thoughts on your Viet Nam pol icy .  

I n  your speech of November 3, you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  " s i l e n t  major i tyv  o_' 
kJCericans  who back your conduct of t h e  war i n  Viet  Nam. It i s  undeniable 
t h a t  a major i ty  of people i n  this country do back you. But r e  be l ieve  It 
i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  t h e y  support  you because you a r e  our Pres ident  and not  
because t h e y  f u l l y  agree wi th  your war pol icy .  I n  1968, you made i t  perfect!:,. 
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  main reason t h a t  t h e  Democratic adminis t ra t ion  should Se v o t ~ d  
out  was because they  had f a i l e d  t o  end t h e  war. Americans voted f o r  y ~ u  i n  
t h e  t e n s  of mi l l ions  because you promised them a l1ne;.r team," a team t h a t  
would be a b l e  t o  b r ing  t h e  boys home. The people o f  t h i s  country s t i l l  want 
t o  br ing  our f i g h t i n g  men home - arid bring them hoirie quickly.  In October of 
t h i s  year ,  t h e  Gallup P o l l  i nd ica ted  t h a t  57 percent  of t h e  American peopie 
f avor  br inging -a l l  t roops  home from Viet  N a n  before  January 1971. The peoplc 
support you - not  because they  want t o  endorse t h e  cont inuat ion  of -che war -
but  because you a r e  t h e  Pres ident  of  our  country. The major i ty  of people ::111 
be behind you, and back you even more s t rongly ,  i f  you a c t  d e c i s i v e l y  t o  ond 
our presence i n  Viet  Nam. 

A s  f o r  those  of us  i n  t h e  "vocal minority!' who have d e ~ o n s t r a t e d  f o r  
peace, most of  us a r e  n e i t h e r  b a s i c l y  anti-Americai nor even an t i - ? ikon .  
Despite t h e  harsh  language i n  your speech, .;re do not  seek t o  '!defeatu 01-

' fhwni l ia tef f  America. We want our country t o  be s t rong.  And we bel ieve  
:kiok'ncar-tedly that ,  t h e  p o l i c i e s  we advocate t r i l l  b ene f i t  -i,.el-i.cc? 21;. t~:c::.:'i :....-
ting her  from a war which i s  sapprng both her  i11terna-l;ioilal ~ n ddc,::.c:;tL.: . .s t r eng th .  Furthermore, we support your pledge t o  change t h c  Jo!u-iso!: ?.:::.:..-

i s t r a t i o n  p o l i c i e s ,  and Tre a r e  glad t o  note your dec is ion  t o  rcmo-ri! h:?,C.l^: 
.,

t roops  from Vie t  Nam this year .  But 60,000 from 5,40,000 si;-L!-1 1 e z . v ~ ~!;?z,A .  

. ..-! 

and a ~ r i thd rawa l  a t  such a r a t e  b r i l l  t ake  n ine  years  t o  conplete .  ::c cic:.' :. 
want our country t o  !!bug out'! on he r  fore ign  commitments. ::Je ~ i s h~ C I~ri'll.:. 
American support  f o r  f r e e  governments a.nd t o  continue our comrai.tner:ts t o  :-:> 

. ,  

Our a l l i e s  i f  t h e y  a r e  sub jec t  t o  ex te rna l  aggression.  Ho!;ever, r.Ic do ::st, 
s e e  horf it i s  i n  our n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  comm?t U.S. t roops  fo r  i;l.~tt<::: dc;.:; 
i n t e r n a l  r e b e l l i o n s  o r  f o r  support ing co r rup t  ,r?. r ep ress ive  gover!-mr!ks. 
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Viet Nam a f t e r  we leave, bxb it is time f o r  us t o  end our par t i c ipa t ion  i n  
t h a t  k i l l i n g .  FYoin t he  k i l l - r a t i o  f igures  released by our arny, it i s  p l a in  
t h a t  it i s  t he  United S ta tes  and not t he  Viet Cong t h a t  a r e  doing most of 
t h e  k i l l i n g  i n  Viet Narn today. We urge you t o  end our p a r t  i n  this massacre. 

And, M r .  President, we wish t o  add t h a t  those of us who a r e  demonstrating 
f o r  peace a r e  not "an e f f e t e  corps of impudent s n ~ b s . ~ f  Although a good 
percenta,ge of us a r e  college graduates, many of us have worked a s  common 
laborers  t o  help put ourselves through college.  We do not advocate "constant 
carnival ."  We do believe it i s  our duty t o  continue t o  speak out and demonstrate, 
not unlike t he  men who founded our country, u n t i l  our goal has been achieved. 

The government of t h e  Phil ippines has recen t ly  decided t h a t  it can no 
longer allow i t s  men t o  k i l l  and be k i l l e d  i n  Viet Nam, and it i s  therefore  
withdrawing a l l  i t s  forces .  We urge you t o  f o l l o ~ ~  The mi l i t a ry  this example. 
control  of South Viet Nam exercised by t h e  Thieu-Ky regime is not worth one 
hundred American l i v e s  a Freek. We rant t o  support you; we want t o  be able  t o  
be proud of our country. But ve cannot support o r  be proud of po l i c i e s  which 
we consider t o  be disasterous t o  both America and t o  t he  l i v e s  of thousands 
of Americans. Please reconsider. Please end our par t  of the  k i l l i n g  and 
bring t he  boys home. 

Sincerely yours, 


