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I have looked forward to thin da)r -- to the chal~cc to rneet with yo~, to share in
your 25th J\nnivcl's?sy cCllebration) to congr~tllL'..te you -- and especially rour
cbarl<::r mern!)(~rDf some of whom ().)."c hel.'(: ted;j)r -- for yo~r·viSi.on anci lca.dershi

An irnrn·cs~;i.ve;18 )'c,ur P2.~)t growth has been, even rnore inlpl'cssive are the
proSp8cts 1'01' )'0\.11' c()r:~:ribuU():1G to the Iri(~i;'.n inturc. 1'. s never before, the natio:
is awaJ:e of InC}iciJ) [>roblc:rns and the: need {Ol' clear, clccifjivc Indian leadc:;:~ihip is
urgent.

As a representative of govcrnrn(~nt, I am (;spcci111~r interested in Jnc.1i,'m 1c?dcrsH
because I ;HYJ convinced that the Indian pc:oplc and their Federal gOVCl'nm8nt must
wO:l'k rnOl'(l closet)' tb':\ll ever before.

The President! 8 st;:dcrncnt, delivered to the last NCAl Convention i.n Gn.la]};;, still
B tllnd s. 'Ihi s A c1 rnini ;; tl' 3. tion ,?_122-?_?~_~ te n},i.n2.. ti on, This A dm in i s IJ: a ti on !.~:.~:2l:~

the continuc,tion of the tJ:u.st rclationDhi~) ;-md the. protc~ctio'l of Indi<'J.n 1<:tl'lch; and
Indian re1'Oltrccs.

us nClW and forever put to rest all. fears and begin positive ii.dion togdllCl'.
evcry Indi.l1.n probk:n there i~.; also an Indian opportur:it)'. Building Llpon that

special )~'cl,'.tjonship between Indi<1il tribe;3 and the F'cc1cr2l govel'nrncnt, we wi.ll
nalve the pl'oblcrns und open the opportunities.

Thc).·e is no qu.csti.on that thin speciJ.J rcl<.<tionship wili and mu;it continue. It is
its qualit)T that should concen1 us most.

Not one of. us who h(l.~; L(~sponsibi.Jity can be complacent about Inc:i;:lll A{{ai)~<~). Am
no one W110 is sincp'l'cly il)t8).'e~)tr;d will i1110w thc pJ.igbl of the Incli.~~n people to be
u8ed fo).· publicity, politi.cs or pCJ:soncd adVC1~)tagc.

I Ge(~ no merit: in t1')r ing to place blarY1C 10): the present situc~tjon. Too n,uch cnc,):
h a fJ bee n d i. v (; d c cl a j)' C;Ill)' toex c II !~; 0. S f 0 ): cond i t ion S 0 f 1i f c t: h <t l: <\ n)' ~; c n~; i. t i v c per s
can sec arc inadequate.

You do not wa))t our apologies and )'0\.1 do not need our cxplc1nations. You \\,;1nl: 21:

need action. And it: is linie for ctction.
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T1)or 0 is a de fJ pc 1'<1 tc S ho): ta GC of job oppor tU11 j,t ~r. 1nd ian uncn)p 10 yment: l' un s up to
l~ Hrnc::J the national average in this year of record employment.

Housi.ng nbort2..geG still plague 1)'1O)'e thaD, half the families
living in Indian cornrnllniticf;
Schools for Indian children ~U"C unclcrfinnnccc1 and deficient
Hardship invades almost ever)' phase of indivic1ual and
community life.

I do not have to go into cJelails with you. You 101 ow the facts better than 1. It is
thnc to lTIOVe £O:·\11~D·d·. Y/e must have imp,:ovenlcnL and a sense of di),·cction.

This Adrninir; h,'C) ti on 1..1llc1cr stanc18 tha t t.hc.re is no single solution' to Indi~,n pro blcInrc
There is no such thing ~tS "J.:J?~ Indian rn:ohlcxn. 11 A rich divc:l.'[.;it~r LJf culttlrC,
langllage and background chc.u<J.cterizcs Jndian cOlTI,rnunftics aC:l:OS~~ America. No

, I

si.ngle sel of programs wi.ll fit everywhc:c(~o !

This Admil)istrati.on clocs not even expect c·ompl.clc. uniformity and agl'(~enJcnt

arnong I.ndians 8.E; to their own g03.1s 01' needs or cksh'cd proC;:t:an"1s, We must, be '
!lexible. For too long Hle Indi'-'l1 has been forced to fit a pa:..-t:icubr prograrn,
1"J:om now on tlw proGJ:ams \\;1.11 be t~ilorcd to fit thc pa~~j:jculal' bdian ,.'cquire
1'nen1:5. Y{e wi\.l wode \vith the Il',dian people on a commtmlty···b~r··c0rnmunit)r and

ibe-b~,-tribc basis to develop progran1s best suitcd to local needs alJ,d priorities.

J.ndian tribes pos f3 C8 S a unique and direct 1'e la.tionsbip. with the: Federa 1 government
which is clcrivecl hom scveJ:al sources. :FiJ.'st, it is a legal :J:clalionship. Throng1
1::rc<11:)' and law , Indi.an cornrnunitics arc entitled to CCJ:tl~il1 services horn thc
Fcdera J. government.

As a l'cnuH of the treaties, the Indian people foun'cndc:r'ccl thdJ.' land to t11e Fedcral
gov8rnmcnt under cel'tain Xf;l:~\·::<:(:td,;\...conditions of Uust an.cl good faith·, The
govel'nn,8nL unclertuol, a sacred trust to finance ba~;ic prcgrarns such ,1.[; hea11h and
education, hl attcrnpt,ing to rCf,pond to their obligation, Congress n2.E; 8))<l.ctCcl lTH1C

legislation aHcctin[( Indians. Some of it ha~; been succcf5sful but too 111uch has
fa i led to e a,:n..' ~r oul i.l S ob j ec tive.

It is in,pol'tant to rcrnernbc~' that: Federal support. of. Indi3.i1 se:rviccs iss to a great
extent, )eg(lll~r clue l1w Indian comm\lnit)'. Th~sc arc not f;cl'viccs offered at t}~c

pI e,l[; LU: e of the, govc J:)1rncnt b\.l t sol e mn o~) Ii ga ti ons to a psop I.e who ac c c;ptcd (). good
Ll it,}) s d t1(~mcnt in :1.' C lianc c on gOY Cl'llD) (~nta1 intc~(r it ~r.

h10l'COVC1', there is a formal ba:;}.f; for the special )'clatiollf;hip between the Indi"l1s
clnc1 th(~iJ: gO\lcl'nrncnt:. Congrcf;;" by c~;ta:)li~;hinG the Indi:.1l1 Claimf; Comn,ir;f;ion)
':kno\V)cd!~cd the \ntcgr:it.y of Tl'ibes as legal cl1til)c~;. Thi~5 cre~tlcd (he W;:lY for

govc),'urncn( to achno\\'l.cdgc cl~~bts and obliu;atiolH' to t.h(~ Inc1ian people.
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Thus I the vpccial effort!> to off~;('t cosU; of certain rJcrvices in Indio)). comrnunities
arc the riGht r, of Ole comn,tmiti.cs and tIle legal and rno:Lal o:)lications of the
FccJer'll go\'cl'nrncnt. Sui thcrc rcrn;lirJfJ a crucial. c1iGtinction that has been
generall)' iGnored [OJ," the p::t.st E;O YC2J.'S.

Government rna)' hn,vc the absol.ute dut), to provide services, but that docs not
. ncc:cssarily ir.Jpl)' th<it government mU.st pedornJand administer those same
services.
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·1 tis co l.i P1etc 1y fell. s 'j :) 1(: til il t use I'V; CC be .;-Uncl (; d 'f cd[: nl 11 y
but run 10 cally . TiH: r c J1 a ve b (! ens 0 iiietc 11 t a t'i V.2 ,il Ppro (\ c hcs 'n til i s
dircct'i'on l'ec;;lltly. dllt~;n l,ljl ..ri~\'J~ t;L.:S2 tlpproachcs filil 'co
establish cleu!'ly the \',1;11ill~lless of ti1G ~overnrrlcnt to consiucr 10ca
i (j e it s a;HJ aI" ran Cj emen t $ •

1lOS t \'! 11 0 0 bs e r vet :1 e I nd i il n s c.; ne us.; t :I ~ I"! 0 I" d nut ern ali S III t 0

uescl"ilJe govCl'lllneliVs rr:;lationsilip with tile JilLians. T:lilt [,lilY be
truc l but it is not necessary. !Je have never had a Detter opportuni
to chan9c tll'is uttitude .

.One obstl\cle to a serious '"ui1aS0I':ICllt effol~t on the part of 50m2 .
I ndiu n 9 l~ 0 Uj) S i'.'c l~'i s e s fro I;, L: Ii ~ f t~ c\ l' t II a t p l~ 0 P0 S il. 1s f 0 I" 10 cal in; t; uti
may becollc til(: fil'St step 'in a F~Jc:rf11 \Jlill··out offunl!s and
r'esrons'it)'ilh:i~\s" Stu(iy of Indiail history certair,ly \/oulJ cause a
p0\'son to tJ2suspic'ious. IiO\levcr', I IJunt to reRssilre you tilat this
f\Ciministl'ution l'cco~ni2es til''; lC~)(jl ri~~ht of tl12 liicliul1 cO'd,J:ul1ity
to be provi~ed "DQsic services anQ the ltyal resronsibi1iry of
the Fe·..;-:lral 00VCrlhli2:li.: to finance tileL~. /

uut \'ll1ile vIe lJ.r~;l3 9rf~U.t21' loc0.1 12ClQ-:rsi1ipl \'Ie \'/ill not force it
nor use its iI.:[;1e~·iat2 ilbsenc2 to Ut~ny (,ss"i'stanc8. 'fhe Illuiail
people i,lust ;'ll~VO t;le l'ig~lt to accept or reject local cO/ltrol. In
factI no chi1n~]G "in Ule OP2l"ilti0i1 of fl.:c";l'll'lly fUi1:Jed servic2s
should so fOl'i!Qru 11i'cIJout L!1l local (dscussion Qill.ias:r2eliJl2nt.
h d [~ q II ate s a f 2 ~) UUY' li s C (l n bel,.; e If 2 lor <: lJ t 0 S: li '" l' un t e 12 'C it a t feu e r II 1
t'e5ponsi~i1iti,~s are l'~cognized ai1U cOI1'C·inued.

Ol;lC comr:1ui1i'~ies lil"i!):lt •..J~nt no part of C:IDng::? no,'/. Others IIIiSllt
prefer r.lO.Xi'IUf.1 local a<i::inistrative aU(,ilOl"ity anJ rcspoilsiLJ'il"ity.
A f u. 11 I' an9e 0 f a1t c: r i1J t i ves sh0 l! 1d iJ e ava'j 1 (1 lJ 12 • i,; b0 ve II 11 ~ t i1 e
Fec.;cl~l\'1 gove:rn:,wilt IIllISt be r2auy at all tiI:12S to respond to
reD.sonaUle 10c(11 detcl'llindt·iolls.

The I j at ion ale 0 UII Ci 1 on Inc; i un (.1 PP0 r Ll Ii i ty 'J il i ch 1 uS Vic e
Pl'csiJent, I c(lair -- is one rlC~\,,'l,Y cr'2ai:~d a~·ency to serve in
developing ne\,: pro~·;ra,.1S 2l;-ld propclscds. Six i~r,lc~ricun Ind'jiil1 leali2rs
S· 2. r ve 0 i1 t:1 2 Co Un c: 'j 1 iJ Y Pr::: s i Qen 'C 'j u1 afJ poi n i: [ii en t . Til ey llt e f u "' 1
Pa l't i c i j:> Cl tin 9 Iii e ;:1 ;) ;~ l'S II h0s..; v°i c;:; S il n l; v0 t 2S J r ceq 1I a1 .~ 0 tho s 2
of the seven 1;:2Llbcrs \'1110 art: hcucis of mo."ior r~Gcrlll JL?pal"c;,lcnts
1"0S!H)IlS;D18" for I'11.i"itlil pI'O~irlH~'s. 1'1'. C;lino~ YOlll' ~isti:l~)uisl1(~C:

. Pre 5 'j dell t ~ I Ir . Val Cl nd r a s you r t r (; (1 sur ~ r, oli <.J i I I'. l) 0 Ur LJ a 'j n sOil ~ 0 f
you r l'C 0ion a1 v'j c (~ pre s i (! (? n t s, SCl" V(~ 0 Ii Ul C (,. 0 un c i 1 • '

TIJ i sis t 11 e f'i l'S t t i !,; e i nth,~ h) s to l' Y 0 f Fed e l' 0. 1.' I nd 'j ull l' e 1 i'l t ion s
t hat t 11 ~ 1ndi il n p::: 0 D 1(; h IJ veil il c.i t;l i s i:YP0. 0 f 0 f f i C i il 1 r e cos il 'I t ion
anci 1'CP\'csL'~ntilti()n. It £j'ives us i1 bettel' cl1i.:i1C,~ of s81vil1~j tl1\;
pl'oblcl.1s bccJlIse your 'lei.'lL;c\,s 'o'.. ill De c(~\'tilin i'i(~ UilC;2\'Stanc~ t1121~1

full y i) iH.I \11 11 PQ r son u11y C1 S sis tin t Ii;; sol L! Vi OilS • '

I oPPl'2c'i ate: uncl support t:12 HCP.I cnUOI'SCI~l(..'llt of the (ounc1 1. You\,
statcLleni: al.;o'~)tL:d 'in I;ll.!llqu~l'quc lilst lilly l'Ci1C; in pill't: "T/lere is
it 0 o~, :H~ l' 1ike b (1 dy \'I hie h ~J'l \' c s. the I nd 'ii1l1 Pc~ 0 p 1c :. uc11: vi t It 1 .
PQ I~ tic 'j p ;( t i 0 II 'I nth e ' (1'i ~; ellS s i 0 11 i.1 nels 0 1 11 t 'j 0 11 0 f, the i l' Pl'°b1C,il'S • ~I

I <\In c'onfidon)~ that the' future, will bQIU~' Ollt YOUl' faith.
"

I I'.'.... 1'\ r: \
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TOC1V.j!) it is l"2il.lis'i:ic to talk of IilJiun cOi:lnlui\'ities tlS sclf-
<.letcl'ldp'inS. i,ol'e Incii~Hl YOUl:,J Cll~e in cOll~S0 tlru.11 ~vct i:;efon~.

i'jore IncJiull lCtl(J2t'si,-jp is servin~; tl,e nation. f\ lileutJor of lily

personal s'tilff -- :Joody S118C0) an Ii'l":iiJ.:'I) a scholur tln<': a liilit8

House FcllO\'! ~- pl~ovic.:~s t)tlt orl~ c;Uli:,p1e.

j , any a n e (] uc () t C (j (j 11 d (j C(i C il L~ u I ;'!t'; ian you t;1 1,' 0 u1c.i 91u(j 1y ret u l' n t 0

his cOI;lJ,wnity to aGminist~r ir!\Jol'ti:ilt rr0\.Jl'ui~S \ll!rt? tll~'OPPo1'tullit.Y

to <.1 a sot)' u1y av i.l 'j 1au 1e . ii lJ 'i: t I j :.; S 2 you n~ pe 0 p1c a I' e i HI pat i c nt
\'Jitll excuses aile. C:elays. T:H~Y\':il.llt 1'\;<41 involvu'i2nt, not rere
t aken 'i s I., •

The Anericiln In~ian anJ the F2deralgovernment have a clear aganda
for uction.

He must to.p t;',c ',fcalth of tc.dent aLJong younrl Indi'an letlGersllip.

lie iilUSt l"C~solve the.:! unadjust2<..J clair.is of Ilttt,iV2 itlaskuns.
i

Ue 1,1U s teo j ,I (; t a sri pStd t h t IJ e p l' 0;) 1e 1.1 S 0 f Cal i for n i u. I nd'j a n5 1 i v i il I

on pub 1 i c 1 illl US h' i tho uto', iii e l's If i P .

lIe iI,ust uttack tllC:: proLiler.ls of Intiians isolated in rCI;lote reservatil
Hhi ch 1ilCle s uffi ci ent resources.

I'J e nus t Si ve prio l'"j t y a t "i:: e n t ion tot I) 8 i 11 ere D. sin Gnu Ii; be l~ 0 f 1and 12S~

I l\ J ian SilO i'l 1 '/ v i n (i i n ur ba i ~ Ce nt Eo' r s ':! h0 see!( tab r i c.l ; e t \'1 0 Cu1 t u!'e s
n nn ali~n 2nvir~nnent.

i!e II1USt capitalize upon th8 unique l'elationshijJ oct\'Jeen tIle Iildian
people ilne.; tile Fc\!era"l £:oVt:rni,len'~ to so'lve U!0se problc/',is.·

This A0u"inistrat-ion recognizes trlut t1l2 til:',e of ol~ai.:ory and tok8nisl
is post. TIle thl(; for ilct'ic.il 11US COI7!\~. "fhe tii.J~ fol" pil"terilulisril i:
past j the th-:u for Inc.ii(\ll It;?J1.2l'Silip lias COI;,2. The t';r.,8 for stl.:\jic~

and pl'ol;,ises bo,s Pi:\st~ til-2 til:l2 for solu'cion and PI'001'~SS bas COI,~e.

TIl"is \'/eek's ilC,H cJeliberatioils \:i11 S2rve as a IT:ajor SOllrce of
guidt1l1cG to SC:C1'2tilry Hick21 ~ to COUi:lissioner i5ruce, to 1112 ilnd to
all C0l1c:;rn2Q Feuera'i off'icials.

You (l r e con fro 11 t i 1\ 9 vita 1 iss L1 2 SOil I II (: "itt n r i ~J h t s) res 2 :'. vat ion
cJevc;lopl:,ent) tax stutus anc.i CGuclit'ion. I,Jut of t:lcse SeSSiOilS trill
COr.i~ creative ideas.

\! 11 i 1e '..:c p 0 y Pl' a p,; I' I"" (; S r- -.: Ct for t :10 PC1 s t , 'l e t us f () ellS 0 n t i1 e f ut 111' i

Let us iicili2VC a Pol''LI1(;rs;'lip oet',,'O'2il tile i\(;101')Cili', In,.. ';uIlS ancl their
£) 0 vcr nIII (: n t til uti s pro Gucd \' t; a ;) '., i,I 0 r til J' 0 f 011 l' i11 9hest e f f' 0 l' t s .

T!l e l'C~ i S il nC \'1 1\ (; C', i n i s t I' a t ion in: I J S ;) i ij Ston I a 112 \'/ iH! iJ l' 2 112 S sin
the count,ry. Togethel', \lC w:st cJl'il~! upon both tc Cl'bli:.e il nOI/ era
of pro~;\'C~ss fo!' the J~l:,~l'ic(ln IIlGiilll.

Ii i/ Ii I! if




