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N a t i o n a l  S u r v e y  o n  D r u g  U s e  a n d  H e a l t h

● Rates of past year methamphetamine 
use among persons aged 12 or older 
were among the highest in Nevada 
(2.0 percent), Montana (1.5 percent), 
and Wyoming (1.5 percent), and 
among the lowest in Connecticut, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, and New York (approximately 
0.1 percent)

● Young adults aged 18 to 25 were more 
likely to use methamphetamine in the 
past year (1.6 percent) than youths 
aged 12 to 17 (0.7 percent) and adults 
aged 26 or older (0.4 percent)

● Rates of past year methamphetamine 
use among young adults aged 18 
to 25 were among the highest in 
Wyoming (4.6 percent), Arkansas 
(4.4 percent), Minnesota (3.8 
percent), and Nevada (3.8 percent), 
and among the lowest in New York 
(0.3 percent), Connecticut (0.4 
percent), and Vermont (0.4 percent)

State Estimates of Past Year 
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In Brief In the United States, methamphet-
amine abuse and traffi cking have been 
spreading eastward over the past 

decade, and the number of methamphet-
amine laboratories seized by U.S. law 
enforcement agencies increased 25 per-
cent between 2001 and 2004.1 The 
National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH) asks respondents aged 12 or 
older to report on their past year use of 
methamphetamine. This report presents 
estimates of past year methamphetamine 
use among persons aged 12 or older in 
each of the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia.2 All fi ndings presented in this 
report are annual averages based on com-
bined 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2005 
NSDUH data.3 State estimates were rank 
ordered from highest to lowest and 
divided into quintiles (fi fths). States with 
the highest estimates were assigned to the 
top quintile, and States with the lowest 
estimates were assigned to the bottom 
quintile.4



Figure 1. Percentages of Persons Aged 12 or Older Reporting Past Year Methamphetamine Use, by State: 2002, 
2003, 2004, and 2005

Source: SAMHSA, 2002-2005 NSDUHs.
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State Estimates of Past 
Year Methamphetamine 
Use

In 2002-2005, an estimated 
1.4 million persons (0.6 
percent of the total popula-
tion) aged 12 or older used 
methamphetamine in the 
past year. Rates of past year 
methamphetamine use were 
among the highest in Ne-
vada (2.0 percent), Montana 
(1.5 percent), and Wyoming 
(1.5 percent), and among the 
lowest in Connecticut, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, and New York 
(approximately 0.1 percent). 

Figure 1 shows State 
differences in the rate of 
past year methamphetamine 

use among persons aged 12 
or older. States in the top 
quintile (i.e., those with the 
highest estimates) are shown 
in red, and those in the 
bottom quintile (i.e., those 
with the lowest estimates) 
are shown in dark blue. Of 
the nine States falling into 
the top quintile, seven were 
in the West (Arizona, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oregon, and Wyo-
ming).5 Of the nine States 
falling into the bottom 
quintile, seven were in the 
Northeast (Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, and Vermont).

State Estimates of 
Methamphetamine
Use, by Age

In 2002-2005, young adults 
aged 18 to 25 were more 
likely to use methamphet-
amine in the past year (1.6 
percent) than youths aged 12 
to 17 (0.7 percent) and adults 
aged 26 or older (0.4 percent). 
Rates of past year metham-
phetamine use among young 
adults aged 18 to 25 were 
among the highest in 
Wyoming (4.6 percent), 
Arkansas (4.4 percent), 
Minnesota (3.8 percent), 
and Nevada (3.8 percent), 
and among the lowest in 
New York (0.3 percent), 
Connecticut (0.4 percent), 
and Vermont (0.4 percent). 

Percentages 
of Persons 

1.16-2.02
0.91-1.13
0.48-0.89
0.20-0.39
0.06-0.19



Figure 2. Percentages of Young Adults Aged 18 to 25 Reporting Past Year Methamphetamine Use, by State: 2002, 
2003, 2004, and 2005

Source: SAMHSA, 2002-2005 NSDUHs.
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Figure 2 shows State differ-
ences in the rate of past year 
methamphetamine use 
among persons aged 18 to 
25. Of the 10 States falling 
into the top quintile for 
young adults aged 18 to 25, 
seven were in the West, two 
were in the South, and one 
was in the Midwest. The 11 
States falling in the bottom 
quintile among young adults 
aged 18 to 25 included seven 
states in the Northeast and 
three in the South. 

For youths aged 12 to 17, 
rates of past year metham-
phetamine use were among 
the highest in South Dakota 
(2.3 percent), Montana (2.2 
percent), North Dakota (1.6 
percent), and Wyoming (1.6 
percent), and among the 

lowest in the District of 
Columbia (0.1 percent), 
Connecticut (0.2 percent), 
New York (0.2 percent), and 
Maryland (0.2 percent). 
Among persons aged 26 or 
older, estimates of past year 
methamphetamine use were 
among the highest in Ne-
vada (1.8 percent), Montana 
(1.1 percent), and Arizona 
(1.0 percent), and among the 
lowest in Delaware, Illinois, 
Maryland, New Hampshire, 
New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee, and 
Vermont (approximately 0.1 
percent or lower).6 
 
End Notes

1 Strom, K. J., Wong, L., Weimer, B., & Rachal, 
V. (2005, September). NFLIS Special Report: 
Synthetic drugs, 2001-2004. Washington, DC: 

U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Office of Diversion Control. 
[Available as a PDF at the National Forensic 
Laboratory Information System’s website: 
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/nflis/]

2 In this report, methamphetamine use refers 
to the nonmedical use of methamphetamine. 
The NSDUH asks respondents to report use 
of methamphetamine “that was not prescribed 
for you or that you took only for the feeling or 
experience it caused.”

3 This report does not utilize small area estima-
tion (SAE) methodology in calculating esti-
mates by State. State estimates for this report 
are based solely on the weighted sample for 
each State.

4 Estimates were divided into quintiles for ease 
of presentation and discussion, but differences 
between States and quintiles were not tested 
for statistical significance. In some instances, 
more than 10 or fewer than 10 States were 
assigned to each quintile because of ties in 
estimated prevalence rates. 

5 Findings are discussed for four U.S. geo-
graphic regions. These regions, defined by the 
U.S. Census Bureau, consist of the following 
groups of States: West Region - AK, AZ, CA, 
CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, and WY; 
South Region - AL, AR, DE, FL, GA, KY, LA, 
MD, MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, TX, VA, WV, and 
the District of Columbia; Northeast Region -
CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, and VT; 
Midwest Region - IA, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, 
ND, NE, OH, SD, and WI.

6 The estimated rates of past year methamphet-
amine misuse in the adult population aged 26 
or older for CT, MA, MN, NJ, and VA did not 
meet precision criteria for publication. 
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2.96-4.58
2.14-2.91
1.36-2.13
0.75-1.02
0.29-0.71
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●  Rates of past year methamphetamine use among 
persons aged 12 or older were among the highest 
in Nevada (2.0 percent), Montana (1.5 percent), and 
Wyoming (1.5 percent), and among the lowest in 
Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
and New York (approximately 0.1 percent)

● Young adults aged 18 to 25 were more likely to use meth-
amphetamine in the past year (1.6 percent) than youths 
aged 12 to 17 (0.7 percent) and adults aged 26 or older 
(0.4 percent)

● Rates of past year methamphetamine use among 
young adults aged 18 to 25 were among the highest 
in Wyoming (4.6 percent), Arkansas (4.4 percent), 
Minnesota (3.8 percent), and Nevada (3.8 percent), 
and among the lowest in New York (0.3 percent), 
Connecticut (0.4 percent), and Vermont (0.4 percent)


