
HUD Awards Nearly $650,000 to Improve 
Access to HUD Programs by Families with 
Limited English Proficiency 

HUD has announced the recipients of the Limited English 

Proficiency Initiative awards.  These awards support local 

organizations serving diverse communities across the 

country that will help ensure the people who are limited 

English proficient (LEP)  have access to information in their 

native languages on HUD housing, programs, services, and 

activities.  

Through these partnerships HUD will ensure that LEP 

individuals and families have meaningful access to 

information on fair housing, homeownership, lead 

abatement, housing assistance, and countless other 

services.  

HUD’s grant funding will support the following cities and organizations: 

State Recipient City Amount 

California Kurdish Human Rights Watch, Inc. San Diego $100,000  

District of Columbia Equal Rights Center Washington $100,000  

Hawaii The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii Honolulu $50,000  

Minnesota 
Southwest Minnesota Housing 
Partnership Slayton $100,000  

Missouri International Institute of St. Louis St. Louis $99,998  

New York 
Chhaya Community Development 
Corporation Jackson Heights $100,000  

Pennsylvania 
Lutheran Children and Family 
Services Philadelphia $99,101  

    TOTAL: $649,099 

 

Please see below for a detailed description of each 

organization.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Partnering with organizations that 

work directly with limited English 

proficient persons helps HUD 

provide more effective and efficient 

services to people who are limited 

English proficient” 

--Assistant Secretary John Trasviña 

 

“How well people speak English 

must not determine their access to 

safe, affordable, and decent 

housing free from discrimination” 

-Assistant Secretary John Trasviña 



FY 2010-11 Limited English Proficiency Initiative Program Grant Summaries 

  

CALIFORNIA 
Kurdish Human Rights Watch, Inc. - $100,000 

San Diego  

Kurdish Human Rights Watch, Inc. (KHRW) is a resettlement program for newly arrived 
immigrants with extensive experience providing HUD services to limited English proficient 

individuals/immigrants in San Diego, Los Angeles, CA; Chicago, IL; Nashville, TN; Portland, OR; 
Hyattsville, MD; Fairfax, VA; and Seattle, WA. KHRW will provide the proposed Limited English 

Proficiency (LEP) project in six languages including Arabic, Kurdish, Farsi-Turkish, Somali, 
Burmese, and Bhutanese. Some of the proposed activities include designing and developing 
posters, brochures, and training tools about HUD’s Fair Housing and Home Ownership programs; 

and publicizing assistance to the target LEP communities by placing advertisements in LEP 
oriented newspapers. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

The Equal Rights Center - $100,000 
Washington 

The Equal Rights Center (ERC) plans to help provide access to HUD services for limited English 

proficient individuals who speak Spanish, French, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Amharic, and Korean 
throughout the Washington, D.C. region. The ERC plans to provide particular emphasis on 
disseminating information on fair housing rights and the HUD services available to protect those 

rights. Some of ERC’s proposed programs and services include developing seven fair housing 
presentations and trainings on HUD programs, services, and activities that are to be held in 

conjunction with the D.C. Office of Human Rights; and translating, printing, and distributing 
more than 10,000 bilingual fair housing brochures promoting fair housing rights and resources. 

HAWAII 
The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii - $50,000 

Honolulu 

The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii plans to provide services in a wide variety of areas including fair 
housing, housing counseling, and homeless outreach services to the people of Hawaii, including 

limited English proficient (LEP) communities. Legal Aid Society’s proposed services to LEP 
communities include implementing “train the trainer” methodology by training community 

coordinators and leaders on language access information and HUD services; conducting 40 
monthly trainings and 20 clinics designed to assist in the completion of HUD applications for 
housing and other HUD-related services; and developing, refining, translating, and distributing 

4,000 outreach brochures. 

MINNESOTA 
Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership - $100,000 

Slayton  

The Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership (SWMHP) is an organization dedicated to meeting 
the economic, social, and housing needs for the growing numbers of immigrants in Southwest 

Minnesota. SWMHP has demonstrated extensive experience working with limited English 
proficient community in their native languages of Somali, Sudanese, Hmong, Burmese, Karen 
(Burma), Eritrean (Ethiopian), Lao, Vietnamese, and Spanish. SWMHP plans to use Limited 



English Proficiency Initiative funding to facilitate education about local/regional HUD programs 
through the development of brochures on HUD programs and eligibility requirements; 

developing and disseminating marketing materials and applications in languages that meet the 
needs of the targeted LEP communities; and compiling and distributing Q&As regarding how to 

access various HUD programs and services in the target areas. 

MISSOURI 
The International Institute of St. Louis - $99,998 

St. Louis  

The International Institute of St. Louis’s (IISTL) proposed Limited English Proficiency project will 
serve the St. Louis City and the St. Louis County areas with services for eight different limited 
English proficient (LEP) language groups. IISTL will partner with the Urban League and other 

HUD grantees to provide targeted services that include providing educational services targeting 
IISTL sponsored refugees who speak Nepali and Arabic; conducting special community meetings 

and refugee orientation sessions for Bosnians and Arabic speakers to learn more about 
affordable housing; conducting outreach at ethnic-specific and multicultural organizations in the 
St. Louis area where immigrants typically congregate through ethnic and language-specific 

media; and disseminating translated informational materials to targeted IISTL clients. 

NEW YORK 
Chhaya Community Development Corporation - $100,000 

Queens  

The Chhaya Community Development Corporation brings over 60 years of experience in serving 
limited English proficient residents of Queens, NY. Chhaya will partner with Neighborhood 

Housing Services of Jamaica (NHSJ) and MinKwon Center for Community Action to provide 
services in eight different languages, including English, Nepalese, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Spanish, 
Korean, and Chinese. Chhaya’s proposed services include developing and providing two 

brochures in target languages for individuals seeking rental housing; providing information and 
resources for immigrants who desire to become homeowners; delivering tenant and homeowner 

information through a total of 15 workshops and training sessions in target languages; and 
reaching an estimated 675 individuals over the 12-month grant period. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The Lutheran Children and Family Services - $99,101 

Philadelphia 

The Lutheran Children and Family Services is a refugee resettlement organization that currently 
serves limited English proficient communities throughout Southeastern and Central 

Pennsylvania. They provide assistance in six different languages including Arabic, Burmese, 
Chinese, Karen (Burma), and Nepali. Some of the proposed activities and services include 

conducting trainings and disseminating HUD materials to seven county areas in ethnic 
communities and refugee service providers through the Bureau of Employment and Training 
Programs in Pennsylvania; and providing training to HUD grantees, county, and municipality 

administrative offices. 

 

 


