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MIXED OXIOE FUEL
Order

Under a November 1975 policy state-
ment (40 FR 53056), the Commission
has been conducting proceedings on
the generic environmental statement
on mixed oxide fuel (GESMO) to de-
termine whether and under what con-
ditions uranjum and plutonium might
be recycled from spent light water nu-
clear reactor fuel and fabricated into
fresh mixed oxide fuel on a wide scale.
Onder the same policy statement, the
Commission has also been processing
applications for the construction, op-
eration, and modification of facilities
to reprocess spent fuel, fabricate
mixed oxide fuel, and perform related
functions. The US. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit held that the
Commission could not issye such l-
censes for commercial-scale activities
until it had completed the GESMO
proceedings. Natural Resources De-
Jense Council, Inc. v. Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission, 539 F. 2d 824 (1976),
cert. granted, 430 US. 944 (1977).

On April 7, 1877, President Carter

sed a nuclear nonproliferation
policy which called for the indefinite
deferral of domestic commercial repro-
cessing and recycling of plutonium
and the commencement of domestic
and international studies of alterna-
tive fuel cycles. The Commission sus-

the GESMO proceeding in
April and in May announced its inten-
tion to reassess the November 1975
policy statement and sought public
comment and the President’s views on
the appropriate future courke for plu-
tonium recycle-related proceedings.
Public comments were received in|
June and a letter stating the Presi-
dent's views in October. The Commis-
sion then sought public comment on,
the President’s views and on several

jed alternative co! { 0!

Comments were received in November.

In light of these events and after
consideration of all the comments re-
ceived, the Commission decided at
public meetings in December 1977—

(1) To terminate the GESMO pro-

ceeding;

(2) To terminate the proceedings on
pending or future plutonium recycle-
;el;ted license spplications, except

OF~—

(a) Proceedings on licenses for the

fabrication or use of small quantities

of mixed ox:lde fuel for experimental
an

~ (b) Those portions of proceedings

which involve only spent fuel storage,

disposal of existing waste, or decon-

tamination, or decommissioning of ex-

isting plants; )

{(3) To reexamine the above matters
after the completion of the ongoing al-
termative fuel cycle studles, now ex-
pected to take about two years;

(4) To publish the draft safeguards
supplement to the GESMO document
as & staff technical report;

(5) As a consequence of the above
decisions, to withdraw the November
1975 policy statement; and

(6) To reserve for decision, if it
arises, the question of whether a facili-
ty such as the Barnwell facility may
be licensed for experimental and feasi-
bility purposes on a noncommercial
basis to investigate processes which
support the nation’s nonproliferation
objectives.

The proceedings affected by this de-
cision are the generic environmental
statement on mixed oxide fuel (Docket
No. RM-50-5), Allied-General Nuclear
Services (Barnwell nuclear fuel plant
separations facility, uranium hexa-
fluoride facllity, and plutonium prod-
uct facility) (Docket Nos. 50-332, 70-
1327, and 70-1821), Exxon Nuclear Co.,
Inc. (Nuclear Fuel Recovery and Recy-
cling Center) (Docket No. §0-564),
Westinghouse Electric Corp. (recycle
fuels plant) (Docket No. 70-1432), and
Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc. (West
Valley reprocessing plant) (Docket No.
$0-201). This order shall be filed in
these dockets and shall be served on
all parties of record.

Commissioner Gilinsky notes that
he considers the inclusion of item (6)
above unnecessary and inappropriate
in this order.

Commissioner Kennedy notes that
he would prefer the use of the term
“defer” to “terminate” in ftems (1)
and (2) above.

The Commission will shortly publish
a statement of the reasons underlying
this decision. This statement will in-
clude the separate views of Commis-
sioner Kennedy on the sabove-men-
tioned matter.

It is so ordered.



	

