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Prevalence of All Visually Impaired 
People in the United States  
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Going Blind and Going Forward: 
Building a National and  
International Public  
Awareness Campaign  
Around a Film and  
its Messages 
 
Joseph Lovett  
Producer/Director/Writer,  
Going Blind President,  
Lovett Stories and Strategies 



Thank you to our major funders: 



“I never knew 
what my 
patients were 
going through, 
until I saw 
your film.” 

—World 
Ophthalmology 
Congress 
Participant 



“I have always felt uncomfortable with blind people because I 
didn’t know what to say. I was afraid of doing the wrong thing; 
as a result, I avoided talking to them. I won’t do that anymore.” 
—Audience Member 



Show movie clip 



Congressional Screening:  
September 19, 2012 

5:30-8:00 PM 
Rayburn Bldg. 

Public  
Broadcast  

Across America: 
October 2012 



Upcoming Broadcasts (*time/date subject to change): 

WLIW New York: Saturday, October 6, 3:00 p.m. 

KOCE Southern California: Saturday,  
October 6, 7:00 p.m. 

KCTS Seattle: Monday, 
October 15, 11:00 p.m. 

WQED Pittsburgh: Sunday, 
October 28, 4:00 p.m. 

WHYY Philadelphia: Thursday, 
November 1, 10:00 p.m. 



Upcoming Broadcasts (*time/date subject to change): 

KUEN Salt Lake City: Saturday,                       
October 6, 8:00 p.m. 

WXEL West Palm Beach: Tuesday, 
October 9, 12:00 p.m. 

DT3/ETV South Carolina: Thursday, 
October 11, 1:00 p.m. 

WSBE Rhode Island: Thursday, 
October 25, 8:00 p.m. 

WGVU Grand Rapids:  
Monday, November 7, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 14, 4:00 p.m. 



Upcoming Broadcasts (*time/date subject to change): 

WSKG Binghamton: Thursday, October 25, 
8:00 p.m. 

KBME/KDSE/KSRE/KWSE North Dakota: 
Tuesday, October 30 



More Than 100 Outreach Partners Support the Broadcasts 



Indiegogo.com: 
Going  
Blind:  

Outreach 
Campaign 

http://www.Indiegogo.com


http://www.GoingBlindMovie.com/Outreach-Toolkit 

http://www.GoingBlindMovie.com/Outreach-Toolkit


Website 
Twitter 

Outreach Toolkit 

Resources 

GoingBlindMovie.com 

http://www.GoingBlindMovie.com


Who is using Going Blind? 

Other 
    22% 

VAs 
8% Libraries 

& Schools 
     20% 

Physicians & 
      Medical Institutions 

17% 

Blind Services Organizations 
                   33% 



“It’s fantastic to have different disciplines on the same panel 
and to all agree on what’s best for the patients.” 
—Christopher Teng, M.D., New York Eye and Ear Infirmary 



DVD: 
Chaptered 
Audio Described 
Subtitled 

Outreach Coordinator: 
Julie Gaynin 
(212) 242- 8999 x26 
julie@lovettproductions.com 

mailto:julie@lovettproductions.com


George Theriault 
President & CEO  
New Hampshire 

 Association  
for the Blind 

 



Outreach in the Medical Setting  
Reaching multiple audiences 
•

 
•

 
•

Healthcare professionals 
(Medical students, residents/fellows, specialized 
clinical providers, hospital administrators, 
program support) 

Stakeholders 
(Veterans/patients/clients, individuals adjusting 
to vision loss, community agencies) 

Caregivers and the general public 
(Relatives, friends, home attendants) 



Envision the Possibilities… 
Be Creative: Using Going Blind as a tool 
•

•

•

•

Support groups (use available audio description and discuss) 

Host continual screening events (ability to view when convenient) 

Dialogue with featured character (Q & A with Veterans Health 
Administration [VHA] employee, Patricia Williams) 

Highlight a specific chapter (incorporate segment on Steve Baskis, a 
Veteran blinded while serving in Iraq during VHA in-service) 

 



Promote Disability Awareness  
VHA Events and Programs 
•

•

•

•

Develop e-mail distribution lists 
Create flyers 
Include in newsletters 
Offer incentives (raffle, educational credit, 
refreshments) 

VHA In-Services and Workshops 
•

•

•

Coordinate with department chairs 
Provide low vision resource materials 
Integrate low vision simulator 
goggles 

 



NEI Resources 



NEI Resources 

•

•

NEI Listserv – INSIDENEI  
insidenei@list.nih.gov 

 
NEHEP 

http://www.nei.nih.gov/nehep 

mailto:insidenei@list.nih.gov
http://www.nei.nih.gov/nehep


New Hampshire 
Association for the Blind 

Questions? 

Contact us: 
Rosemary Janiszewski 
Tel.: 301–496–5248 
E-mail: rxj@nei.nih.gov 

mailto:rxj@nei.nih.gov
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